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FROM THE GUEST EDITOR

MICHAEL ROYSTER

I’m still here...

On Monday July 2nd, UNESCO, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, did something it’s never done 
before—it departed from its prior practice of 
naming as World Heritage sites, only places 
that are either “cultural” (i.e. man-made) 
or “natural” (i.e. not man-made). After 961 
places around the world, it decided that the 
Carioca Landscapes between the Mountain 
and the Sea (Brazil) <http://whc.unesco.
org/en/list/1100/> deserved to be included, 
exactly because they embody the natural 
elements that have shaped the development 
of the city. 

UNESCO’s brief description mentions 
the Tijuca Forest, the Botanical Gardens, 
Corcovado, the hills around Guanabara 
Bay, the Aterro and Copacabana Beach, all 
landscapes which have “contributed to the 
outdoor living culture of this spectacular 
city… [and to] the artistic inspiration it has 
provided to musicians, landscapers and 
urbanists.”

Wow! Yeah Us! Or, perhaps, “Duh!” is more 
in order, at least for those of us who have 
adopted Rio as our home. Rio really is unique 
in so many ways. Let us count the ways.

For instance, people love to ask “What’s the 
tallest building in [pick almost any city]?” 
But does anyone ever remember hearing 
someone ask this in Rio de Janeiro? Why 
don’t people ask? Because in Rio, the only 
edifice which seems to scrape the sky is Sugar 

Loaf! The Rio skyline without Sugar Loaf is 
like NYC without the Empire State Building 
or Paris without the Eiffel Tower or (now) 
London without the Shard.

Sure, there are other cities around the world 
where verdant mountains march right down 
to the wine dark sea, but none of them has 
dozens of inviting white sandy beaches 
right at the foot of the mountains. You dare 
not swim in the waters lapping against 
Anchorage, for thermal reasons, nor would 
anyone dream of swimming in the waters of 
Hong Kong, for other reasons.

Speaking of beaches, Rio is by far the world’s 
biggest beach town. On any sunny summer 
Sunday, you will find over 1 million people 
out to enjoy all the things the Rio beaches 
offers. These include beach volleyball, born 
in the USA, and “futevolei” and “frescobol”, 
both of which are Brazilian inventions. The 
beaches are highly democratic places for they 
are all free to be accessed by anyone, unlike, 
say, the [New] Jersey Shore. Moreover, each 
social or cultural “tribe” (surfers, dopers, 
mums & babes, “farofeiros”) has its own 
special gathering place and time. 

Cariocas do gather at the beach, in fact 
almost everyone goes to the beach, even if 
it’s only to walk along the sidewalk or sit at 
a kiosk watching other, more skimpily clad, 
denizens shuffle, sidle and strut their stuff. 
Fort Lauderdale is (or was) a beach town, 
but Rio de Janeiro is, put literarily, “Fort 
Lauderdale Writ Large.”

Natural beaches are also much more 
culturally “au courant” than man-made—two 
cases in point will suffice. Paris, a few years 
back, put on “Paris Plage”, three man-made 
beaches lining the Seine, with a Brazilian 
motif. The beaches were called “Copacabana”, 
“Ipanema” and (we’re not making this up) 
“Maracanã”! The 2012 London Olympics 
will feature beach volleyball at a venue (we’re 
not making this up either) called Horse 
Guards Parade. Cariocas shudder at the dog 
droppings on their beaches, imagine if it were 
horses…

What’s the quintessential Rio beach/
mountain locale? We vote for Urca, where 
you can swim at the Praia Vermelha, then 
hike up a forested path to the top of the 
Morro da Urca, walk around and admire 
the view, then ride the Sugar Loaf cable car 
back down—for free! And when you’re done, 
the Circular Militar will serve you food and 
drink at reasonable prices.

Speaking of cultural heritage, last month 
the Guest Editor briefly mentioned 
cachaça, and this month Governor Sergio 
Cabral signed a law declaring cachaça part 
of the Historical and Cultural Heritage 
of the State of Rio de Janeiro. For those 
skeptics who doubt that booze is culture, 
you should know that both the drinking 
of cachaça and the occasional prohibitions 
against drinking it form integral parts of 
the cultural history of Rio. The “Vale do 
Café” near Valença, with its plantations, 
now produces no coffee, but does have 
over 30 cachaça producers, making it now 
the “Vale da Cachaça”. In terms of cultural 
linguistics, there are reputedly over 
1000 synonyms for this most indigenous 
Brazilian drink. So raise a glass to Cultural 
Heritage!
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AroundRio

Elizabeth Bishop

RIO SOCCER

It was far cry from the hot and sweaty Saturday 
mornings out at Sítio Pedra Negra in Jacarepaguá in 
the late 80’s. A group of the Rio Soccer (Dream) Team 
of that period met on a chilly, wet Copacabana evening 
last month. The occasion? The centre back of that team 
and 3rd place in the voting for the 1988 Player of The 
Year, Dave Jenkins, was back in town for a first visit in 
20 years.

Tales of the wife (or wives in some cases) here and 
pictures of children there kicked off the evening but 
the chat soon drifted into reminisces of goals scored 
and missed and the tours to Belo Horizonte, São Paulo 
(one of said wives having been met on the latter. Sadly 
now an ex.) and Copacabana. Football skills may have 
dwindled but the ability to consume vast quantities of 
bottled beer was still at an Olympian level.

Pictured from left to right: John Maier, Dave Jenkins, 
Alan Smith, Gary Foy (w/son Caué), Colin Foulkes, 
Erik Johnsson, Dave Williams, Keith Rowland, 
Adam Reid and Steve Rimmer. (Absent from photo 
– Neville Thorley who appropriately turned up late).

Footnote: In preparation for the evening the video of 
the Rio Soccer Dinner ‘88 held in the old Lord Jim was 
dragged out. In it we were reminded that Dave Jenkins 
as well as being 3rd in the voting also won a TV in 
the raffle. Part of the proceeds thereof went to charity 
and Annie Philips, on behalf of the recently founded 
Margaret Mee Foundation, received the cheque. The 
amount donated? One hundred thousand cruzados! 
Oh and in case you’re interested goalkeeper Mark 
Rogers was player of the year with John Maier coming 
in second.

BULGARIAN PUNSTER DROPS IN

AroundRio this month, on one of their infrequent 
sojourns, were former TBS drama teacher  Michael 
Merrick Wilson  (Mr. Mike) and his wife Carmen, 
visiting from Sofia, Bulgaria with their sons Max and 
Spencer. No, that’s not a misprint, his two boys are 
really called Max and Spencer. Sofia means knowledge 
in Greek, and Mike was always a big fan of Greek 

theatre, so he must have known what he was doing. 

THE LAND OF OZ

Bill Frogley, visiting from Australia, caught up with 
dozens of his Carioca friends both on the golf course, 
and off. Strangely enough, he told the paparazzi who 
follow him everywhere to buzz off, or something like 
that.

EMPREGUETES

Those of you who enjoy telenovelas, more particularly 
“Cheias de Charme” will have noticed our very own 
Umbrella designer, publisher and general factotum 
Marcia Fialho, playing an American TV reporter 
come to do a story on some extremely decorative 
women, called “empreguetes”. No, we don’t know what 
that word means, because we haven’t watched a novella 
in over 20 years. If you don’t either, but want to see 
what she’s done, access http://goo.gl/UbrCO,  http://
goo.gl/4tSt9  and  http://goo.gl/goGsC.

“THE ART OF LOSING”

It has been rumored 
that some community 
members are participating 
in filming for the 
upcoming Bruno Barreto 
film about Elizabeth 
Bishop, whose working 
title is The Art of Losing 
after the title of one of 
her poems. The star is 
Miranda Otto, whom this 
scrivener remembers well 
as the warrier princess Eowyn in Peter Jackson’s film 
version of Lord of the Rings. Given the hurry up and 
stop nature of filming, we’ll have to wait till next month 
to confirm whether she made it down here.  

FERNANDO FROM PETRÓPOLIS

For those few of our 
readers who don’t know 
him, we attach a picture 
of Ruy Wanderley, 
SCM musical director 
and conductor, with his 
grandson Fernando, who 
sings in one of Brazil’s 
most famous youth 
choirs, the Canarinhos 
de Petrópolis. The snap 
happened after a concert 
in Candelária church, 
where Fernando and the 
other Canarinhos had 
come down from the 
Serra to entertain as part 
of a choral concert. Come back soon, Fernando, your 
“vô babão” loves having you here. 

4 corners
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY

OxBridge Dinner
Every two years, those who have 
studied in England at the Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities get together 
for a Dinner, which this year will be 
held at the Country Club in Ipanema, 
on  Thursday 13th September  2012. 
A very convivial black-tie occasion, 
it is an opportunity to catch up with 
old friends and make new ones, while 
dining and listening to witty speeches.

Those who have studied at either Oxford 
or Cambridge, and have not attended 
the Dinner before, are invited to contact 
Susan Johnson at tillybrazil@hotmail.
com  or Nelleke Beith at nelleke@globo.
com.  Guests from Ivy League Universities 
are welcome, and should contact Mike 
Royster at mr.royster@uol.com.br.

Beatles Night

Hard on the heels of the 5th BCS 
Beatles Night and QBP performances, 
the BeatlesCoristas, once again led 
by the intrepid Martin Hester, will be 
performing at a new venue, Corcovado 
School in Botafogo. The date is Saturday 
August 4th, and the concert will begin at 
6pm. The Beatles Choir is scheduled to 
be the third of four groups. Perennial 
favourites “Ob la di, ob la da”, “Here, 
There and Everywhere”, “I Should Have 
Known Better” and others are on the 
programme, so just in case you missed 
them at the Hall last June (how could 
you?) you can make amends by coming 
to listen and enjoy. 

Rio International Cello 
Encounter (RICE)

The XVIII Rio International Cello 
Encounter will take place again in 
August this year. Organized by BCS 
stalwart David Chew 18 years ago, 
RICE brings to Rio not just cellists, but 
other virtuoso string instrumentalists, 
as well as cello dancers, all coming 

together in a marathon 12-day series 
of performances in diverse locations 
spread around Rio.  The first Encounter 
will begin at 12 noon on Wednesday 
August 8th, at the Carioca Metrô 
station in the heart of downtown. 

One of the first concerts will be put on 
in Christ Church on Sunday, August 
12th, starting after the second service, 
around 12:30 pm. The performers are 
the UDI Cello Ensemble, an octet of 
cellists from Uberlândia, Minas Gerais, 
founded by cellist Kayami Satomi. They 
feature music by Brazilian composers, 
and the programme for the Sunday 
performance will play works by H. 
Villa-Lobos (“Bachianas Brasileiras 
No. 1”), D. Cervo, L. Pitombeira, C 

Cruz, A. L. Satomi, A. Viana and A. 
Madureira. All are welcome, there is no 
admission charge. 

One of this year’s features, to occur 
on Thursday, August 9th, is the world 
premier of “The Fine Old English 
Gentleman” by D. Ashbridge, celebrating 
200 years of Charles Dickens, performed 
by the London Music Club, a string 
quartet plus piano that includes David 
Chew. The venue is the Fundação Eva 
Klabin, and the London Music Club 
will also perform Noel Coward’s “Mad 
Dogs and Englishmen” and “Food for 
Thought” by Villa-Lobos.

On Monday, August 13th, starting at 
8:30 pm, several RICE ensembles will 

Oxford and Cambridge dinner 2010

Rio International Cello Encounter
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perform at the Fluminense football 
clubhouse in Laranjeiras. This will be a 
benefit concert to aid Onda Solidária, a 
Rio charity that has garnered support 
from several of our English speaking 
community groups. There will be an 
entry charge, but all proceeds go to 
the charity. The programme includes 
works by J.S. Bach, Astor Piazzolla and, 
once again, Heitor Villa-Lobos. 

For more information on the full 
programme, venues and times, please 
consult the RICE website, <http://
riocello.com> .

ST ANDREW SOCIETY

Caledonian Ball 2012
All around the world, companies have 
been scraping the barrel trying to reduce 
costs to cope with the on-going financial 
depression. It was within this climate 
of austerity that we struggled to make 
ends meet last year, despite being able to 
produce one of the best Caledonian Balls 
ever, to commemorate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Iain MacPhail Scottish 
Country Dance Band´s annual Brazilian 
tour. Our current financial situation is no 
better. To make matters worse, the São 
Paulo St. Andrew Society decided they 
can´t afford to share the costs to have the 
band at their ball this year. 

Nevertheless, thanks to the continued 
support of the Copacabana Palace 
Hotel, York Research, IRM Marine 
Services, the Macaé Oilmen´s Golf 
Association and the MacPhail band 
members themselves, we´ve just 
managed to buy the band´s airline 
tickets for the 2012 annual tour. One 
of these tickets came from a fund-
raising ceilidh at Cramond Yacht Club 
in Edinburgh on June 30th, thanks 
to the MacPhail Band members and 
organizers Anna and David Innes. 

Consequently, the 2012 Caledonian 
Ball will be held on October 6th at its 
traditional home in the Copacabana 
Palace Hotel. Tickets for the ball will 
be available shortly via the St. Andrew 
Society´s website www.standrewrio.com.
br and at the Paissandu Club Scottish 
dancing sessions on Tuesday evenings 
from 8.00pm. We´re expecting a lively 
group from Argentina, led by Eddie 
MacDougal as usual and a contingent 
from the São Paulo Pipe Band, led by 
Drum Major Colin Pritchard. 

Last year the band´s pianist, Dorothy 
Lawson, was a huge success, getting 
everyone up on the floor to join 
in some hilarious ceilidh dancing, 
taught on the spot. A prize of a bottle 
of the Famous Grouse whisky was an 
excellent incentive for the gentlemen, 
kilted or otherwise!  The MacPhail 
band will depart from Edinburgh to 
Rio de Janeiro on October 4th via Air 
France and return from Rio de Janeiro 
on October 15th. The band´s itinerary 
will be as follows:

Saturday October 6th, 8.00pm: 
Caledonian Ball, Copacabana Palace 
Hotel 
Tuesday October 9th, 8.00pm: 
Ceilidh, Paissandu Club, Leblon 
Saturday October 13th, 7.30pm: 
Macae Ceilidh 

If this will be your first time going to 
the Rio Ball, it´s considered to be one of 
the best parties in the world organized 
by Scots. Starting with a cocktail hour 
at 8.00pm, it´s held in the majestic 
ballroom of the Copacabana Palace 
hotel. The all-inclusive reasonable 
price is for cocktails, wine, beer, whisky 
(spelled S-c-o-t-c-h), Drambuie, 
magnificent all-night buffet, bagpipes, 
highland dancers, kilts galore and 
dancing for all ages to the Iain MacPhail 
band and Serginho´s disco. 

Come along to the Paissandu Club on 
a Tuesday, for a fun evening to practice 
the steps, listen to the music, sample the 
menu and enjoy the friendly atmosphere.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION

Jumble Sale  
The Jumble Sale this year yielded a net 
profit of just over R$4.500 - a  good 
result considering that up until a few 

weeks ago our storing cupboards were 
almost empty. Thanks to response to 
our SOS, donations began to flow in 
and on the day we had a good selection 
of items for sale. Just to give you an 
idea, our prices range from R$0,50 to 
R$5, not many are priced above that, 
so the result was not bad at all. Many 
thanks for your support. This profit, 
together with the eventual proceeds 
from the Christmas Bazaar, will be 
donated to different charities and to 
Christ Church, at the end of the year.  

You may not know this, but we gladly 
accept donations for the Jumble Sale 
all the year round. At the moment, our 
cupboards are empty again after the 
Sale. So, if and when you come across 
anything that you would like to send 
along to us - clothes, shoes, household 
items, toys including jigsaw puzzles 
etc. then please do so. Any ornaments 
etc. received in good condition (almost 
new), will be put aside for sale on our 
White Elephant Stall at the Christmas 
Bazaar. It would be appreciated if 
you could check that any electrical 
appliances you send are in working 
order.  Deliveries can be made any day 
during the week to Karen, secretary, 
Christ Church, telephone 2226-7332 
or to the BCS secretary, Gaynor, 
telephone 2537-6695, between 8.30am 
and 4.30pm. Please remember that 
between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm. when the 
school finishes, cars are not allowed 
into the grounds.

Marmalades, Pickles and 
Chutneys

Have you checked your stocks of these 
products lately?  They are also very nice 
to give to friends as a little treat!  They 
can be purchased any day during the 
week within office hours and especially 
on Tuesday mornings when the WDA 

ladies are present. As a substantial 
amount of the funds donated to the 
different charities at the end of each 
year comes from the sale of these 
products, please let your friends and 
neighbours know they are available.  

We produce: Sweet and Bitter 
Marmalade, Galego Lemon Marmalade, 
Grapefruit Marmalade, Apricot Jam 
and Lemon Curd, Mango Chutney, 
Indian Chutney and Pineapple Relish, 
Mustard Pickle, Branston Pickle and 
Bread & Butter Pickle. 

If you have any empty marmalade/
pickles/chutney jars at home with the 
metal tops that we could re-use, could 
you please return them to us.  The 
Nescafe 100g bottle is also suitable for 
use.  Thank you.

CANADA

Canada Happy Hour: 15TH 
August
Do not miss this month’s great 
networking event open to Canadians 
and friends of Canada from 18h00 
to 20h00 on Wednesday 15th 
August at Amir Restaurant <www.
amirrestaurante.com.br> located in 
Copacabana, at Ronald de Carvalho 
Street nº 55, in front of Praça do Lido, 
between Av. Atlântica and Av. Nossa 
Senhora de Copacabana.

Amir Restaurant, owned by a Canadian, 
will provide free snacks and a 10 
percent discount on drinks.  Consul 
General Chowdhury and the staff of the 
Canadian Consulate will be there, so 
come along for some fun.  Mark your 
calendars now for the rest of the year, 
too, as during 2012, Amir restaurant 
will be our host for this event on the 
third Wednesday of every month!

SCM Winter Concert

This year we are celebrating the four 
hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of Andreas Hammerschmidt (1612-
1675), German composer and organist 
from the first phase of the baroque 
period, with three motets from his 
sacred works. Hammerschmidt 
worked most of his life in Zittau, 
where he was famous as an organist 
and organ teacher. He composed 
more than 400 motets, concertos, 
arias, hymns, masses and sacred music 
collections. He also wrote secular 
songs for voice and instruments, and 
instrumental dances. The motets we 
are performing are biblical verses 
written to polyphonic music, over 
basso continuo, a common practice in 
the baroque era. 

George Friederic Handel (1685-1759)  
is represented in this concert with 
parts of two Oratorios composed in 
1739: Israel in Egypt, from which we 
took a duet for sopranos “The Lord is 
my strength and my song” (Êxodus 
15:2), and Saul, “How excellent Thy 
Name, o Lord” (Psalm 8:1) sung by 
the main choir, which then continues 
with Mozart’s Mass in C (K.317) 
known as the Coronation Mass, 
composed in 1779, and thus named 
due to a possible connection with the 
annual festival of the coronation of a 
statue of the Virgem Maria, near to 
Salzburg, or because it was sung at the 
coronation of Leopold II in Prague, in 
1791, the year the composer died.

The soloists are Carol McDavitt, 
her daughter Luisa Kurtz and her 
husband Guilherme Kurtz, and 
Martin Hester. Organ accompaniment 
by Inês Rufino, conducted by the SCM 
musical director and choirmaster Ruy 
Wanderley. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY

Quickie Quiz
Okay, multiple choice. Ready?

What always makes a Saturday 
morning more fun?

a) bran flakes
b) sand snakes
c) earthquakes
d) pancakes

If you answered a), you are severely 
challenged when it comes to 
amusement and we fear that you might 
tell us the only things that top your 
response are a stiff glass of prune juice 
and a good dental cleaning. If you 
answered b), you must be one of those 
thrill-seeking Aussies who seem to 
populate so many programs on Animal 
Planet (more power to you, but we bet 
not too many of your friends are keen 
to join you on your excursions). If you 
answered c), your thrill-seeking has 
gone right off the charts and we’re very 
concerned for your mental stability 
(please, get help). 

Now, if you answered d), well…you’re 
d) kinda folks we’d like to invite to join 
us for the always popular, always a 
sellout, always a hit with every tummy 
that’s ever had the pleasure to make 
its acquaintance… yes, it’s time, once 
again for the American Society Rio’s 
Pancake-a-palooza!

It takes place on Saturday, August 18th, 
from  10:00 am to 1:00 pm, at  Our 
Lady of Mercy School (OLM) on Rua 
Visconde de Caravelas, 48, in 
Botafogo. 

Apart from those faultlessly flipped 
flapjacks (served, of course, with real 
maple syrup), our all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast will feature fruit 
and juice, coffee and milk. A truly 
American breakfast! Our batter beaters 
and griddle grunts are all lined up – all 
we need now is YOU! Admission for 
paid-up  adult members (aged 13+) 
is R$10;  non-member adults, R$15. 
All kids (ages 6-12) pay R$5 and kids 
under 6 are free. There’s street parking 
nearby and ample space inside the 
school for children to run around and 
play while parents have their breakfast 
fill and schmooze with their friends 
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Canadian Happy Hour in May
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or take the opportunity to make 
new ones. Since we need to purchase 
ingredients in advance, please email 
events.amsoc@gmail.com  letting us 
know you’re coming. This way, we’ll be 
sure to have enough for everyone. We 
look forward to seeing you.

Three Months and 
Counting: the 2012 US 
Elections

On Tuesday, November 6th of this year, 
Americans will choose a president 
to serve for the 2013-2017 term, as 
well as congresspersons from their 
local congressional districts to serve 
two-year terms in the US House of 
Representatives. Thirty-three of the 
100 seats in the US Senate will also be 
up for grabs.

US citizens residing abroad, age 18 and 
over, have the RIGHT TO VOTE in all 
federal elections (and quite a number 
of individual states extend the voting 
privilege to state and local elections). 
Many will also be able to participate in 
primary elections where, in affected 
states, there are contests to choose the 
candidates who will run for open US 
House and Senate seats under a given 
party’s banner.

However, to participate, ALL citizens 
must take action NOW to 1) 
REGISTER to vote and 2) REQUEST 
their absentee ballot. And the clock 
really is ticking, as these ballots will 
begin arriving in voters’ mailboxes as 
early as mid-September. Don’t delay!

Read on for details or skip ahead to 
the final paragraph where you’ll find 
contact information for those who are 
ready and eager to assist you in this 
process. 

In general, overseas citizens will 
register in the county where they 
still maintain a permanent, domestic 
address. If a citizen no longer has such 
an address, then they can register in 
the county in which they last resided 
BEFORE moving abroad. Special rules 
also exist (which vary by state) for US 
citizens born abroad who have never 
lived in the United States.

Local election officials in the US will 
send absentee ballots to overseas 
civilians and members of the military 

45 days prior to the date of the election 
– IF they receive BALLOT REQUESTS 
prior to that date. These requests are 
separate and distinct from the voter 
registration process!

Thus, it is essential for anyone wishing 
to vote in the 2012 elections to send in 
their Voter Registration Application/
Absentee Ballot Request RIGHT 
NOW. Although certain dates and 
deadlines can vary between states, 
taking action now guarantees your 
right to have your voice heard. 

Registering to vote and requesting 
an absentee ballot can all be done 
AT THE SAME TIME. There are a 
variety of ways to do this. One efficient 
option is to visit the website of the 
Overseas Vote Foundation (www.
overseasvotefoundation.org). At the 
top, left-hand side of the home page, 
simply click on the Register to Vote. If 
a voter knows the name of the county in 
the state where they will be registering, 
they can do a simple internet search 
for “[name of county, state] board of 
elections.” In most instances, this will 
get one to the website of that county’s 
board of elections, where information 

will be available regarding how to 
register/request and absentee ballot. 

Another option is to contact the 
Voting Assistance Officer in the 
US Citizen Services unit at the US 
Consulate in Rio de Janeiro by 
calling 21-3823-2000  (weekdays 
from 2:00 to 3:00pm)  or sending an 
e-mail to voteriodejaneiro@state.gov. 
Readers are also welcome to contact 
the American Society Rio’s voter 
registration/ballot access specialist, 
Steve Spencer, at 21-8688-2617 or 
sspencer9@yahoo.com. He will be 
happy to assist you and assure that 
all aspects of the process are handled 
promptly and accurately.

Happy Hour News

Held last week on Thursday July 
26th, the American Society Happy 
Hour broke a long-standing record 
for attendance, as almost 3-score 
members, guests and invitees went 
to the Si Señor restaurant in Leblon. 
Filling up most of the floor reserved 
for us, and enjoying the 30% discount 
on food and drink, a fantastic time 
was had by all 57 of us. Our next 
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Happy Hour will be the Third Thirsty 
Thursday, together with the InC, 
August 16th, venue still to be chosen. 
Don’t miss it!

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
It is always a pleasure to write a brief 
RBL article for the Umbrella Four 
Corners, although I realise it is not 
always achieved to meet the deadline.  
Deadline is of course the wrong word; 
it really means a line drawn in the sand 
over which you cross at your peril – you 
will be shot.  Well the editors threaten 
that from time to time.

On a lighter vein, during the second 
week of July I was fortunate to attend 
the Farnborough International Air 
Show with a large delegation from the 
Brazilian Air Force led by Commandant 
Brigadeiro-do-Ar Saito.  Important as it 
was, of more importance to the Branch 
was that the visit to the UK provided an 
opportunity to visit the Legion HQ in 
its new location at 199 Borough High 
Street.  As I was told, leave the Borough 
tube station, turn left and it is a short 
walk until you come to a large Poppy 
sign that shows you have arrived.  The 
building is modern red brick, typical 
of a compact office block - much less 
inspiring than the former premises in 
Pall Mall, but clearly more functional.  
Approaching the main entrance your 
eye is immediately drawn to windows 
of gleaming trophies, awards and 
decorations proudly displayed.

The meeting, held with the Head of 
Membership and the Finance Officer, 
allowed both sides to address current 
issues of great importance to our 
members and agree better working 
procedures to ensure even closer 
relations given the distance between 

us and that business s is conducted 
by the rather cold conduit of e-mail.  
They were impressed by the energetic 
activities of the Branch and the obvious 
and warm support we get from the 
local community and our individual 
and commercial sponsors.  We also 
discussed how our new Statutes (which 
have been the subject of earlier articles) 
will allow the Branch to operate as an 
individual entity, again engendering 
closer relations with our HQ across 
many fronts.

As some of you have probably 
surmised, my visit coincided with last 
minute preparations for the Olympic 
Games and the security issues with 
G4S, a UK security company, one of the 
largest in the world AND with offices 
in Brazil, that admitted not being able 
to provide all the security personnel it 
had been contracted to deliver.  Once 
again, Tommy, Jack and Wings (men 
and women of course) have had to 
step in to the breach, all 3,500 of them, 
a number having just landed from a 
tour or two or three in Afghanistan 
and some, with their families, will 
have lost their summer holidays – 
doubly important if trying to escape 
the woeful weather the UK has enjoyed 
up to now.  All together about 17,500 
troops are ensuring the Games are 
safe in addition to the countless police 
and civilian personnel employed on 
security duties.  As far as our boys are 
concerned, against the background of 
severe cuts too that have seen a 20% 
reduction in the strength of the Army 
and many compulsory redundancies in 
the three Services.

As I remarked earlier, this Branch is 
recognized by our HQ as being very 
active and of course our period of 
greatest activity is fast approaching.  

Naturally I refer to our Annual 
Poppy appeal, Gala Poppy Ball and 
Remembrance Service at Christ 
Church. Appropriately, the Branch 
would like to extend its warm welcome 
to our new Chaplain, Ben Phillips and 
his family, whom we hope will be able 
to conduct the Service.

You will wish to put the dates in 
your diaries and, as is usual, all hinge 
around Remembrance Sunday in the 
UK, which is the 11th of November.  
Therefore our Gala Ball will be on the 9th 
of November with our Remembrance 
Service on the 11th, as in the UK.  Our 
tireless team of ladies (Margo Black, 
Bridget Novaes and Judi Newsam) tell 
us that plans for the Gala Ball are well 
advanced and it promises to be yet 
again an outstanding event.  We are, 
of course, spoilt for choice of themes.  
Probably the most obvious being the 
Diamond Jubilee of our Patron Queen 
Elizabeth II, but a local more personal 
and complementary theme is also 
being developed.

Once again we will be seeking your 
support for all these events to ensure 
the Legion and this Branch can 
continue its vital work.  Please join us.
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by Rev. Ben Phillips
CHRIST CHURCH

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
I feel dreadfully sorry for the people of Rio.  
I apologise with my whole heart to everyone 
who lives here.  All my life I have believed 
that the reason I have experienced so much 
rain is because of where I have lived.  I grew 
up in London which has less rain than other 
parts of England but still has a fair amount of 
English rain.  I went to University in Wales 
which is famous for its sogginess.  After we 
married, my wife and I moved to Bristol and 
Oxford, drier but still in England, and then 
we spent our last ten years in Cumbria, the 
national rain capital (Cumbria’s lakes provide 
much of the drinking water for the rest of the 
country.)  So I assumed that the reason 90% 
of my days were rain-soaked was because of 
where we were living.  

However, we have now moved to Brazil, to Rio 
de Janeiro, a city which receives an average 

91mm of rainfall per month and it appears 
that we have brought the rain with us. I am 
truly sorry. We have not had a completely 
dry day since the plane touched down and it 
might very well be my fault.  I imagine it is 
baking hot and bone dry back in Britain.

Happily we have not moved to Rio for the 
weather although many of our friends from 
our last church seem to think we might have 
done.  We have come here in obedience to 
God’s call to share the love of Christ.

If you come into Christ Church, you will 
notice on the cover of the new service books 
the words “Sharing the Love of Christ.”  
This is the mission of all churches.  It is the 
commission of all Christians.  We have 
received and benefitted from the love of 
Christ and we now share that love with others.  
That is how I see my role as chaplain of Christ 
Church.  I am here to share the love of Christ 
with you, and “you” includes those who come 
to church and those who do not, within and 
without the English speaking community.  

If you have not yet visited Christ Church, or 
have not been there for a while, please do come 
along. If you have children we have a Sunday 
school each Sunday and a Family Service on 
every first Sunday of each month.  We have 
communion on 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays.  
We  have a Tuesday 9am communion and a 
bible study group which meets on Thursday 
evenings.  I would be pleased to meet with 
you and the church community would be glad 
to welcome you.

CHRIST CHURCH NEWS
by Chaplain’s Warden 

Saturday, July 21st saw the official installation 
of Rev. Ben Phillips as the Chaplain of Christ 
Church Rio and All Saints Niteroi. In a 
moving service, presided by Bishop Filadelfo 
Oliveira of the Anglican Episcopal Diocese of 
Rio de Janeiro, Ben received symbolic gifts 
from members of the congregation (a Bible, 
a prayer book, water, oil, bread and wine and 
the keys to the church) and official welcomes 
from British Consul General Paula Walsh 
and BCS Chair Robert Barclay. Rev. Eduardo 
Grillo, on behalf of the clergy and parishioners 
of the Rio Diocese, also welcomed Ben and 
his family. After the service, attended by well 
over 100 people, a reception was held in the 
Hall. 

Do you have a drinking problem?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:

SUNDAYS - Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real Grandeza 99 - 6 to 7 pm.

SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá 156 / 610 - 4 to 5 pm.
Any questions please call  Serge - (21) 9974-8824  sergebdk@gmail.com

The installation of Rev. Ben Phillips 

Ben, Jo, Jack, Kate and Tom in the cloisters garden.

THEATRE

EWA PROCTER

“SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING 
NEW...”

“Something old, something new, something 
borrowed, something blue”. This is an old 
saying, having to do with weddings, but 
we’re this month dealing with different 
theatre plays.

We start with “something old”. “Exilados” 
(or “Exiles”) was the only theatre play 
written by James Joyce. It is a drama set in 
Dublin, Ireland at the beginning of 1912, 
a story of a love triangle where Richard, 
a young writer who has just returned 
from exile and his good friend Robert, 
a journalist fight for the love of Bertha, 
a young woman ahead of her time. The 
Brazilian production of this play is on at the 
Teatro Solar de Botafogo, on Rua General 
Polidoro, 180. The performances take place 
on Fridays and Saturdays at 9pm and on 
Sundays at 8 pm. The run is until the 26th 
August. Tickets cost R$ 40 on Fridays and 
R$ 50 on Saturdays and Sundays, but there’s 
a 50% (fifty percent) discount for students 
and senior citizens. 

Moving on to the “new”: have you noticed 
recently how many plays are on in Rio? 
There is something for just about every 
taste—musicals, dramas, comedies, 
mystery plays—and for every budget, too. 

A large number of these plays are new! The 
authors are Brazilian, Canadian, North 
American, Argentinean, British, and Irish. 
Lots of new plays open most weeks, but 
unlike in London and New York, even if 
they are excellent, they usually have a short 
run, because the theatres are booked for the 
next play.

I now move on to “something borrowed” 
and “something blue”. Two plays opened in 
July but will close August 5th, shortly after 
our publication. One by young Brazilian 
Jo Bilac is called “Pop Corn – Qualquer 

Semelhança Não É Mera Coincidência” and 
admittedly borrows from plays authored by 
others.

The “something blue” is “Não sobre 
Rouxinóis” by Tennessee Williams (English 
title “Not about Nightingales”) which brings 
those Southern blues so typical of this 
author. It is a very moving play, dealing 
with violence in the life of prisoners. It was 
only staged for the first time – at his own 
request – after Tennessee Williams died. 

(*) Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre 
translator, and a Board  Member of the 
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga. 

She managed to produce this Article even 
though suffering the after-effects of an 

operation to fix a broken shoulder. The 
Guest Editor did not wish her “break a leg!”

Popcorn - Qualquer semelhança é mera coincidência
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School

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS
School days ended in June for the graduating cohorts of the 
American School (EARJ), Our Lady of Mercy (OLM) and the 
Rio International School (RIS), all of which use a modified 
American school year. They ended last December for the 
graduates of the British School (TBS), which follows the 
Brazilian calendar year. 

It is clear that all of these schools have prepared their students 
brilliantly, for they have released data on the universities 
that their graduates will be attending.  EARJ graduates will 
be attending six universities in Brazil, one in Spain, two in 
England and 25 in the US. TBS graduates will be attending 
eight Brazilian universities, 10 in the UK and 17 in the US.  
That’s right, more TBS grads will be doing their universities 
in the US than in the UK! RIS and OLM grads came joint first 
for the geographical diversity award, with, respectively, 10 and 
7 heading to the US, 2 and 5 in Brazil, 1 each in Australia, 
Canada, Denmark and Spain.

Among the Brazilian universities, there is quite a bit of overlap—
UFRJ, FGV and IBMEC will welcome grads from three of the 
four schools, and PUC will have students from all four. In the 
US, only Cal Berkeley, Columbia, Georgetown and NYU will 
have graduates from more than one of the Rio international 
schools. In the UK, there was no overlap whatsoever.  

For those who are into rankings, the Rio international schools 
did exceptionally well. Of the 25 top universities in the US, 
according to the 2012 ranking of US NEWS and World Report, 
13 will be attended by Rio grads. Eleven Rio grads will attend 
a university ranked in the top 25 in the world—by another 
ranking service. And, finally, 2 former Rio students will attend 
a university ranked among the top 25 in Latin America.  

The Umbrella says “Congratulations!” to all, and of course 
to their families and teachers and guidance counselors, who 
prepared their varied paths. We’re sure we’ll be hearing great 
things about all of them in the future.

In Memoriam

Edwin “Ed” Stanton 
30.01.1918 – 23.06.2012

Air Force officer, business executive, actor, writer, painter, sculptor, tennis player, 
golfer, a person able to adapt to every conceivable situation – these are all fitting 
descriptions for Ed Stanton, who spent the last sixty years of his life in Brazil. Born 
into a farming family on Jones Island, South Jersey, he went on to fly missions in 
WW II as a major in the US Air Force and later serve as an executive in an oil com-
pany living in several countries.

In Brazil, he won awards for his acting, painting and sculpturing prowess not to 
mention his achievements on the golf course and the Paissandú Club tennis courts. 
Generosity, geniality and good humour are the qualities that his many friends asso-
ciate with Ed. They tell of a bust he created to depict Ed the tennis player: however 
the racquet is totally destroyed and hangs around his neck.

After an extended illness, Ed passed away on June 23rd. comforted by Rosemarie, 
his companion of many years, and her family.  

Photo: Ed celebrating his 93rd birthday

In Memoriam

IAIN SCOTT 
16.10.1938 – 19.08.2011

Iain passed away one year ago. 
Renata Scott and his 2 stepsons still miss him greatly.
“Yesterday came suddenly...”

THE BRITISH SCHOOL

ESCOLA AMERICANA DO RIO DE JANEIRO

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL
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AroundRio

ANNA WHYTE
On Monday July 16, 2012 the doors of The British School Urca 
campus opened and welcomed students from Rio’s surrounding 
communities talented in the performing arts:  music and dance, 
to attend the first ever CalArts Community Arts Partnership 
(CAP) program in Rio de Janeiro.  This was a historic moment, 
many years in the making, and part of the social community 
program – Art & Social Transformation <www.artetransforma.
org>.  Although many of these students from Rio’s communities 
commute one and half hours to get to Urca (and have the same 
journey home each night), they arrive early each day and the 
atmosphere is electric with the joy of being there and the 
creativity that seems to ignite spontaneously when so many 
creative minds meet.  

Stimulating and inspiring all this creative power are the two 
exceptional teachers from CalArts <www.calarts.edu>, a 
highly respected university in the United States that was 
founded by Walt Disney in the sixties.   Walt Disney believed 
that the ultimate development of art and entertainment occurs 
with a seamless collaboration of the arts: music, dance, drama, 
creative writing, animation, film etc., perfectly demonstrated 
in his masterpiece,  Fantasia.    CalArts was recently ranked 
the number one university for the performing and visual 
arts in America and that high caliber of excellence is amply 
demonstrated by the two teachers from CalArts participating 
in the first ever CAP RIO program:    Francesca Penzani, 
originally from Italy with 15 years experience with CalArts and 
currently on the Faculty of Dance, heads the dance group and 
Jxel Rajchenberg from Mexico, is a brilliant CalArts masters 
graduate of music and dance and currently doing one of 
CalArts rare Doctorate degrees, leads the musicians. 

  Each teacher has a class of about 20 students, from diverse 
backgrounds and levels of achievement, but with a passion for 
expression through their music and dance.  This program is a 
“safe haven” and a joyful reprieve for these teens who deserve 
better than what they find in their home communities, both 
pacified and unpacified: Complexo da Maré, Cidade de Deus, 
Morro do Borel, Vidigal, even one from Barra Mansa. The 
CalArts teachers are assisted by a mixture of volunteer students 
from The British School, alumni students from previous Art & 
Social Transformation programs and volunteer staff from local 
performing arts-oriented NGO’s.

This extraordinary program may be a first ever in RIO.  However, 
CalArts has been operating a similar program of extending 
arts education for teens from less privileged backgrounds for 
over 20 years in the United States.    It took the founder and 
visionary behind a local NGO, Art & Social Transformation, 
Wainer Guimaraes, to bring this success and opportunity for 
the talented youth of Brazil, by making strategic links with the 
President of CalArts, Steven Lavine, and the then head of the 
British School Rio de Janeiro, Paul Wiseman.  

In 2009, the innovative program CAP USA was launched 
whereby talented teens from Rio’s communities traveled 
together with “study buddies” from The British School to 
attend CalArts Community Arts Partnership Intensive 
Summer program in July.  This is the fourth year of CAP USA 
and 24 students from Brazil have participated in this unique 
opportunity. Growth has meant that 2012 saw two programs 
flourish: CAP USA and the first ever CAP RIO with almost 50 
students participating in the program.

Wainer envisions these programs as having far-reaching 
benefits for the less fortunate, talented teens of Brazil, including 
social transformation, empowerment, social integration, 
cultural enhancement and educational growth. 

Gabriel Arêas, professional dancer now 20 years old, is a living 
example of the transformational power provided through 
the arts. Gabriel grew up in the community of Muquiço, 
in Guadalupe – the north side of Rio, and participated in 
the CalArts CAP USA program in 2009.   He tells us how he 
rediscovered dance. “I had no more motivation to dance.   In 
Brazil it is almost impossible to live off the arts and this 
demotivates many artists. To have participated in the CAP 
USA project was the fuel for me to again believe in my 
dreams.  Today I am teaching and involved in various projects 
with dance, and arts in general”.    Gabriel also highlights the 
importance of passing forward the knowledge received and 
helping to inspire and empower other youths. “I am the fruit 
of (NGO) Instituto Bola Pra Frente do Jorginho (a former 
Brazilian world soccer champion). I’ve always been in touch 
with social projects and my philosophy of life is to share ideas 
and help others. With the knowledge I received at CalArts I 
can help way more than before.”  

Promoting a CAP RIO program right here in Rio has enabled 
our local community to become involved and see first-hand 
the impact that the Art & Social Transformation programs are 
having in the lives of these teens and their ability to grow and 
express themselves in the arts.  Last Sunday July 29 there was a 
well-attended show by the teens, FREE and open to everyone, 
at the Urca Campus of The British School.

If you would like to know more about Art & Social Transformation, 
please visit <www.artetransforma.org>. For donations of time, 
expertise, funding, or sponsorship opportunities, please 
contact Wainer Guimaraes at:  <wainer4jc@yahoo.com>.

CHRIS HIEATT
One of the most attractive aspects of Rio de Janeiro, from 
a landscape/scenery point of view, is its surrounding rocks 
and mountains. In just about any of its boroughs, if you go 
to the edge, or peek between the high-rises, you will find a 
sheer face of rock. Cariocas call them “morros”, and there 
are morros everywhere, from the Sugar Loaf to the Pedra 
da Gavea and Dois Irmãos, with dozens in between, with 
names like Morro da Viuva, Morro da Babilônia,  Morro dos 
Cabritos, Morro dos Macacos, etc. etc. and most of them 
have a shanty town, or “favela” perched on the steep slopes. 
Cariocas – and foreigners – have been attempting to climb 
these rocks ever since the city was founded. The honor of 
the first to climb the Sugar Loaf goes to an English Lady, 
Henrietta Carstairs, who planted a Union Jack on the peak 
in 1817. Technology and engineering came later, and the first 
track to be built up a mountain was the Corcovado train, in 
1884, 47 years before the statue of Christ was inaugurated, in 
1931. Originally steam, the train converted to electric power 
in 1910. 

The Sugar Loaf is one of the morros that does not host a 
favela, and consists of a complex of two rocks, the Morro da 
Urca and the Pão de Açucar or Sugar Loaf.  In 1908 Engineer 
Augusto Ferreira Ramos had the idea of building a cable 
car system linking the peaks of Urca Hill, the Sugar Loaf 
and Cara de Cão. The initial section from Praia Vermelha 
to Urca Hill was inaugurated on October 27, 1912, and the 
second section, from Urca Hill to the top of the Sugar Loaf, 
was inaugurated on January 18, 1913. The third section to 
the Cara de Cão morro was never built. 

In the 70s there were attempts by the government to 
eradicate favelas, a prime example being Praia do Pinto, the 
largest favela in Rio at the time, which was located where 
today stand the buildings of the “Selva de Pedra”, over the 
road from the Paissandú Club in Leblon. The Cruzada São 
Sebastião, an apartment complex, was built to house the 
evicted favela dwellers. It still stands, in doubtful glory, next 
to the modern Shopping do Leblon. 

The major improvement being attempted nowadays is 
transport, including help in climbing (or descending, for 
that matter) the hundreds of steps from ground level to the 
topmost houses. There are two basic systems, the inclined 
plane or funicular and the teleferic or cable car. The Dona 
Marta favela in Botafogo has an inclined plane, which 
consists of a set of rails and a tramcar or “bonde” that is 
pulled up by cables, with an electric motor at the top and 
a counterweight running under the track. There is another 
inclined plane to help people get up to the Penha Church, 
located as it is on the top of a steep hill. Those fulfilling 
promises still either walk up or go up on their knees. 

The most modern system is the cable car, such as that 
recently inaugurated over the “Complexo do Alemão” an 
enormous favela in Rio’s North Zone. It starts from the 
third floor of the Bonsucesso Supervia train station, and 
consists of 6 stations along the 3.5km route, taking around 
16 minutes to reach the last station, Palmeiras, or around 
half an hour for the round trip, though you can’t just stay on 
board and swing round and come back, you have to get off 
at Palmeiras and buy another ticket, which costs R$1,00 for 
tourists, and is free for residents. There are 152 cars, each 
one carrying up to 10 passengers, and the system can move 
30,000 people per day. 

Apart from its use by local residents, the Complexo do 
Alemão cable car has become a tourist attraction, and many 
just go along for the ride, and to see the view, as I did. Apart 
from stunning scenery in the distance, what impresses most 
is the vast extent of the favela communities over which one is 
passing. It seemingly goes on for ever, over mainly flat land, 
with just a few small hills. Favela life goes on below you, 
with narrow alleys running between closely stacked houses 
and shops, the most visible features being the terraces and 
water tanks. The stations along the route all offer some sort 
of social service, such as bank terminals, post office, art 
exhibitions, classrooms etc. 

The newest city teleferic project in construction is that of the 
Morro da Providencia, which was Rio’s first favela, originally 
established by soldiers returning from the Canudos war in 
Bahia, around 1897, today sharing the hill with the English 
Cemetery, which was of course there first – a stretch of 
farmland at the edge of the bay, donated to the British by 
Dom João VI in 1809. The new cable car system will go from 
the corner of the Rua da Gamboa and Rua Rivadavia Correa 
(where the tunnel comes through), over the top and down to 
the Central railway station. 

One unfortunate part of this project is that it has meant the 
destruction of one of the buildings used by the Instituto 
Central do Povo, a Methodist educational and charitable 
facility founded by American missionaries over a century 
ago and which still receives support from the American 
Society of Rio de Janeiro. The space was apparently needed 
for a station facility.

For more information on Rio’s cable cars, past, present 
and future, please see also my blog at <www.cariocaforever.
wordpress.com >.   

World-class music and dance teachers in Rio inspiring talented 
teens from Rio’s communities

RIO’S CABLE CARS

CalArts

http://www.artetransforma.org/
http://www.artetransforma.org/
http://www.calarts.edu/
http://www.artetransforma.org/
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=wainer4jc@yahoo.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morro_da_Babil%C3%B4nia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Morro_dos_Cabritos&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Morro_dos_Cabritos&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Morro_dos_Macacos&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.cariocaforever.wordpress.com
http://www.cariocaforever.wordpress.com
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FERNANDO FARAH

It turns out that putting on the Olympics 
is not easy as we [Editor’s Note: 
Londoners] thought! As you read this 
the London Olympics will be in full 
swing hopefully without any further 
hick-ups loud enough to make it to the 
global press. 

From the very start I was enthusiastic 
about the Olympics. So what if it would 
add a few billion pounds to the taxpayer’s 
bill this year? London has provided me 
with incredible experiences in these last 
20 years and this is bound to be another 
one. 

I signed up to help during the games to 
be a ‘Game Maker’ as they called it but 
much to my disappointment they never 
called me to take care of the Brazilian 
female Beach Volleyball team. What 
fools! [Editor’s Note: What chutzpah!] 
By then I had not applied for tickets so I 
will have to content myself to watching 
only the public events or following the 
action on TV. 

I can however tell you, avid Umbrella 
reader and Rio de Janeiro denizen, that 
putting on a show of this proportion 
is no small task. It’s a task I have never 
seen Brazil attempt and it’s way bigger 
than putting on a FIFA World Cup. The 
organisational nightmare of turning 
your town into a secure, reachable 
sport venue is heightened by the press 
snapping at your heels at every turn: the 
controversies will spill out of newspapers 
and television screens faster than Usain 
Bolt can dash down to the stationers for 
a packet of fags. 

The very first controversy was 
over the logo, resembling a kind of 
discombobulated jigsaw puzzle or 
perhaps a scrambled swastika It was 
designed all the way back in 2006 for 
the bagatelle of 400 big ones. To this 
day it has failed to gain the affections 
of the British public. [Editor’s Note: It 
can’t be any worse than the one Rio has 
chosen.]

Then it was the turn of the two Olympic 
mascots - Wenlock and Mandeville. 
They are supposed to resemble drops 
of steel from the steelworks at Bolton 
and named after a town and a medical 
facility... eh?? 

The next question on every reporter’s 
lips was: “Will the venues be ready on 
time?” This controversy barely got off 
the ground. The building schedule 
was followed with religious devotion 
and all venues were ready well in time 
to be tested in dry-run events in May, 
providing much excitement to those 
who didn’t get a seat at the Olympics but 
were at least able to come watch some 
competitions at the newly built venues. 

My favourite venue is Hyde Park. It will 
host some of the Cycling and swimming 
events, like the 10k swimming marathon 
(6 laps of the Serpentine Pond). 
Much to my surprise, they organisers 
ordered it to be hoovered [Editor’s Note: 
“vacuumed”] and for fresh gravel to be 
poured in to cover the bottom. And 
the ducks ... were moved somewhere 
else. That’s not to say that visiting ducks 
won’t fly in all the time, and treat the 
pond as home.  Marathoners, swim at 
your own risk!

When that story blew over, people 
started to talk about the 2 hour wait 
in queue for the immigration most 
travellers would be facing when landing 
at the UK airports. How would the 
airports cope with 2 or 3 times the 
volume during the Olympics? By the 
time you read this we’ll know.

Once the Olympic Torch relay started it 
has been providing a running source of 
newspaper stories. For instance, when 
it blows out it has to be re-lit with the 
original flame, carried in a smaller tube-
like container which is kept safe inside 
an accompanying vehicle. Then it seems 
some of the people chosen to carry the 
torch were selling theirs on eBay as 

soon as their bit was over. People get to 
keep the torch? Yes they do, and you too 
can have yours if you have a couple of 
hundred thousand pounds to spare. But 
hold on to it tightly - crowd members 
have attempted to steal the torch 
several times. [Editor’s Note: But see Jack 
Woodall’s View II in this issue for another 
take on the torch relay.]

McDonalds and Coke came under fire 
as the media suddenly awoke to the fact 
that this whole sport apotheosis was 
being sponsored by two of the biggest 
villains in the fight against the present 
obesity epidemic that’s gripping the 
nation. [Editor’s Note: The sponsors also 
take part in the torch relay. See View II 
mentioned above.] And don’t you dare 
stroll into the Olympic Park or any other 
venue sporting a Pepsi or Burger King 
branded T-shirt. They will stop you and 
make you remove the offending item. In 
fact the draconian power handed to the 
sponsors is quite scary. 

So that takes us to the very last week 
before the Olympics and all seemed to be 
in place... except that half of the 10,000 
or so security guards that security firm 
G4s was supposed to have trained to 
assist in the Olympics didn’t materialise. 
Much to the embarrassment of the 
government and organisers the police 
and army had to be drafted to help, at 
a huge cost too as some will even have 
to be reimbursed for holidays trips they 
had booked with their families. Imagine 
how happy and friendly they will be. 
[Editor’s Note: See the RBL entry in this 
issue’s 4 Corners.]

So Rio, if you think you have an easy 
time ahead of you, think again!

JACK WOODALL
July 24th was hot and sunny, after days 
of typically English cooler weather 
and rain showers.  All Richmond-on-
Thames turned out to line the main 
street (for some reason called George 
Street rather than High Street) to 
see the Olympic torch pass by.  Rio 
residents Mary Crawshaw & myself 
were on the pavement in front of 
former Rio residents Andy & Jenny 
Gray’s riverside townhouse to watch 
the spectacle, with their son Johnny 
and Andy’s parents, Rio residents 
Bill & Gill Gray.  The pavements 
were crowded, with good-natured 
policemen and women lining the route 
every few yards.  [Editor’s Note: Who is 
that man with his face partially covered 
by a Union Jack?]

At about 10:30 a police car arrived 
with flashing blue lights, followed by 
police motorcycle outriders. Then 
came a white-bearded man on a 
bicycle decorated with wedding arches 
and propellers, proclaiming “I am not 
the Olympic Torch”— how they let 
him into the procession I don’t know.  
Next, a line of trucks emblazoned with 
the logos of the Torch Relay sponsors:  
all were handing out trademarked 
freebies, mostly plastic. A decent 
interval after the commercial came a 
red double-decker London bus with 
the destination “Olympic Torch 2012”, 
and a white van with a half-dozen 
spare torches racked inside. [Editor’s 
Note: see the other View for Fernando 
Farah’s version of why this is needed.]  

Then, unexpectedly, two cyclists 
appeared in their racing kit, one on 
each side of the road, trading hand-
taps with the spectators, and a roar 
went up “Bradley, Bradley, Bradley!” 
for the victor of the Tour de France;  
Mary got to touch his hand and see 
his auburn sideburns close up.  After 
the flame had passed, a police outrider 
in full gear with his helmet & goggles, 
gauntlets, brilliant  yellow jacket 
and flashing blue lights, stopped his 
motorbike at the kerb and wished 
his small son happy birthday.  Great 
excitement!

Going back to the flat over Richmond 
Bridge, what to our wondering eyes 
should appear? Nothing less than 
the Queen’s Royal Row Barge, the 
Gloriana, moored in front of Richmond 
Bridge Boathouses, with all its gilded 
decoration sparkling in the sunshine 
that went missing during the Thames 

River Pageant. Sadly, it was chained 
off from the public, with no sign of 
its “engine”, the 16 stalwart oarsmen. 
Nevertheless, it was a fitting reminder 
that it is still the Jubilee Year.

Our patience was eventually rewarded 
when, on July 27th, while coming back 
from the Thames towpath, we saw the 

Royal Row Barge pass in all its Glory, 
bearing a cauldron with the Olympic 
flame, from which a runner all in white 
lit her torch. [Editor’s Note: see photo.] 
A flotilla of man-powered boats decked 
out in colourful  livery followed. As 
was the case with the Jubilee Pageant, 
the Thames made all the difference in 
pageantry.

London Olym
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London Olym
pics

The view from Mount Olympus, not to mention the Serpentine The view from Mount Olympus, not to mention Richmond

Tennis player Tim Henman bearing the torch

Bradley Wiggins bearing the torch and Jack Woodall in the background hiding his face with a flag

Royal Row Barge
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Calendar

AUGUST
SAS Scottish and Ceilidh Dancing every Tues-
day at Paissandu Club 8pm
08 InC Cafezinho
12 RICE Free Concert at Christ Church 12:30pm
13 RICE Benefit Concert at Fluminense Club
14 InC Speaker Series
14 Canadian Happy Hour
14 AmSoc Speaker Series with InC
16 InC Cafezinho
16 AmSoc Happy Hour with InC 
18 AmSoc Pancake Breakfast
27 SCM Choir August Concert
31 InC General Meeting

SEPTEMBER
SAS Scottish and Ceilidh Dancing every Tues-
day at Paissandu Club 8pm
18 AmSoc/InC joint Speaker Series on film
19 Canadian Happy Hour
20 InC Cafezinho
20 AmSoc/InC Happy Hour
28 InC General Meeting

OCTOBER
06 SAS Caledonian Ball
06 AmSoc Cajun Night
09 SAS Caledon Ceilidh at Paissandu Club
13 SAS Macaé Ceilidh
13 OxBridge Dinner
17 Canadian Happy Hour
18 AmSoc/InC Happy Hour
19 InC Cafezinho
26 InC General Meeting

NOVEMBER
09 RBL Poppy Ball
11 RBL Remembrance Service
21 Canadian Happy Hour

DECEMBER
19 Canadian Happy Hour

DEADLINE 
for the September issue is

Monday, 20th Aug

Classified ads

.Letters

SERVICES
ANALYTICAL OR SHORT-TERM PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.  
ExPERIENCE wITH ExPATRIATED AND CROSS-CulTuRAl ISSuES. lIVED 
MANy yEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINgAPORE, uK AND uSA. BRAzIlIAN-
BRITISH ClINICAl PSyCHOlOgIST (lICENSE:CRP-05.33022). MASTER OF 
arts, aberdeen University, UK.  master of LinGUistiCs • biLinGUaL-
ISM, PuC-RIO.  APPOINTMENT By PHONE (21) 9966.9494 
OR E-MAIl:  VIVIANERICHARDSON@gMAIl.COM

ExPAT PSYCHOLOgY RJ - DR. NIAMH wHIRISKEy REgISTERED ClINICAl 
PSyCHOlOgIST PROVIDINg PSyCHOlOgICAl SERVICES TO THE ENglISH-
SPEAKINg COMMuNITy OF RIO. APPOINTMENT By PHONE (21) 2832700 OR 
E-MAIl: INFO@ExPATPSyCHOlOgyRJ.COM
www.ExPATPSyCHOlOgyRJ.COM

OFFERS INvITED FOR:  1- QuAlITy gENTS DINNER SuIT, (NEVER uSED), 
JACKET 40”, TROuSERS 38” x 29.5”;  2- ATTRACTIVE CORNER SCREEN wITH 
MARINE AND FISHINg IN-lAyS;  3- 2 x HAND EMBROIDERED FRAMED wAll 
HANgINgS;  4- ClASSIC STAFFORD uK CHINA TEA SET (37 PIECES) SEVENTy 
yEARS OlD.  CONTACT COlIN REED AT COlINRD41@gMAIl.COM

PORTUgUESE FOR FOREIgNERS:  PRIVATE lESSONS – ExPERIENCED 
BRAzIlIAN TEACHER wITH BRITISH EDuCATION. All lEVElS – SPECIAl 
PRICE PER ClASS. PlEASE CAll ROSâNgElA – PHONE – 9120 5506 OR 
3592 5462.

gENERAL PRACTITIONER/FAMILY PHYSICIAN - JulIANA KORTH, MD
lARgE ExPERIENCE wITH ExPAT FAMIlIES. FluENT IN ENglISH/SPANISH.  
APP. IN ENglISH By PHONE (21) 9572-6949 OR SEND AN E-MAIl TO 
drajULiana@jULianaKorth.Com.br • offiCe at Le monde • barra da 
tijUCa • Phone (21) 3449-8029/8077 • www.jULianaKorth.Com.br

Elizabeth MacGregor

                            Coloured Gems from Brazil

• F.G.A (Fellow of the Gemmological Association of Great Britain)
• English Native speaker – Expat since 1975
• We are selling our collection of top-quality Brazilian gemstones.
• We offer organized trips to Minas Gerais to the mines and 
  Gem dealers selling mineral specimens.
• And we can visit you in the comfort and security of your home.
• Member of the British Commonwealth Society.

Please contact us at:
Elizabeth Mac Gregor: lizimac@yahoo.com.br
Tels: 21 2644-6017/ 21 8021-3738/
         21 8021 3736/ 21 7333-7000

Dear Sir, As the organizer of the BCS Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Party, I would like to mention that the contribution 
of the Copacabana Palace was not only the lovely cake (as 
mentioned in 4Corners in the June issue), but also all  the 
rest of the delicious food (apart from the sandwiches from 
TBS).   The BCS is enormously grateful for that donation.
Mary Crawshaw


