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The month of August is well known, at 
least in Brazil, for unhappy events, most 
famously Getúlio Vargas’s suicide on 
August 24, 1954. Four centuries before 
that, on August 24, 1572, thousands of 
Huguenots were massacred in Paris. So, 
you ask, what does that have to do with 
The Umbrella? 

As it happens, some of those Huguenots 
may have lived in Rio de Janeiro. The 
French founded a colony in Guanabara 
Bay in 1557, but were sent packing in 
1562 or thereabouts by Estácio de Sá, 
who “founded” our town in 1565. The 
Culture Vulture has discovered where 
you can go to learn about the Huguenot 
“pre-History” of Rio.

For music lovers (who amongst us is 
not?) Rio has a marvelous August in 
store, particularly on Sunday, August 16 
when Christ Church in Botafogo will 
echo to the sounds of a string trio as part 
of RICE 21, followed by over 100 voices 
from two combined choirs specializing in 
sacred music. 

If you prefer future Augusts to the 
past, you’re in luck! We’ve got advance 
notice of several Olympic events to 
be held in August 2016, including 

a heart-warming story about how 
Olympic newcomer sport golf came 
to be played in Japeri. The St Andrew 
Society reminds us more golf will be 
played in Teresópolis later this year. 
Three decidedly non-Olympic sports 
(cricket, baseball and hiking) also find 
their way into our pages, as does a bit of 
buttoned-up vexillology. 

We’ve had three (3!) letters, and lots of 
happy events here, there and everywhere 
in July, duly recorded on our pages. A 
frequent snapper whom we often forget 
to credit is Fiona Brown; lots of the 
pictures we use are hers, and we thank 
her in arrears and in advance, as we 
hope she will continue to snap for us. 
Of course, we keep hoping that, come 
August, all those readers who secretly 
yearn to be paparazzi will teach us 
about animals, vegetables and minerals, 
not necessarily in that order.  

The Quondam begs leave to insert some 
personal notes here. First a sad one, about 
the death of Pat Merchant, who was his 
secretary for a short time decades ago—
she was a truly wonderful, caring human 
being. Second, happy ones about August: 
the Quondam’s first child was born in 
August; he emigrated to Rio in August; he 
was admitted to the Brazilian Bar (OAB) 
in August; and he spent August through 
August as a fellow of an Oxford college. 
What’s not to like?

Finally, it was in August 2012 that the 
Quondam, after much hemming and 
hawing, decided to take over the reins of 
The Umbrella. He’s had a great time doing 
this, and is eternally grateful to all those 
in the community who have contributed 
something to each and every issue. So 
to each and every one of you, especially 
Semper, Tunc et Nunquam, tibi gratias 
ago!
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THE BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)
Events:
Yale a Cappella Choir
The BCS was delighted to welcome 
the Whim ‘n Rhythm choir to Christ 
Church on Tuesday July 7th. The choir 
of 14 talented recent female graduates 
from Yale College had chosen Rio de 
Janeiro as the final destination on their 
World Tour, which encompassed six 
continents and performances in 11 
countries. 

Having performed earlier in the day in 
Cidade de Deus, these girls were thrilled 
that their final performance together 
was in a traditional church with good 
acoustics. The quality of the music 
was outstanding: perfect pitch, timing, 
excellent arrangements, a musically 
varied selection of songs and, most 
important, several solo performances 
that were definitely professional 
quality. All the more surprising is that 
not one of the performers had been a 
music major! 

Like their male counterparts, the 
century-old Whiffenpoofs (who have 
often performed in our Jubilee Hall), 
they all had sung in other a cappella 
groups during their first three years 
at Yale. Chosen through a rigorous 
selection process, they performed 
around the US during their senior year. 
The world tour was a fitting graduation 
present! 

Despite a rather dismal weather 
forecast, the evening was warm 
and both visitors and the audience 
appreciated the view of the Cristo 
from the church courtyard during the 
interval. 

—Vicky Staniforth

Communications:

Liz Wynn-Jones has joined the BCS’s 
Communications team. She has 
considerable experience in this field, 
having helped manage RioLife, the 
community newsletter, for some years 
in a previous life. Also in a previous 
life she was a founding director of the 
Margaret Mee Foundation, and so is 
well versed in matters pertaining to 

the voluntary sector. She’s been helping 
Team Umbrella for some time now, 
and is up to date on what goes on in the 
community. “The BCS is undergoing a 
most welcome renaissance,” she said, 
“and I hope I can help to consolidate 
this. The communications work done 
by interns Alex Marrow and Cathy 
Bremner is first class, and a great 
starting point. Communications are 
key, of course; but, to be effective, they 
have to be a two way street. If you have 
an opinion, a gripe, some news or a 
brilliant idea, don’t keep it to yourself. 
Let’s be hearing from you! Emails to 
the BCS, please, with Comms in the 
title.”

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF RIO DE JANEIRO 
(AmSoc)
We’re back!  At its July Board meeting, 
the American Society Board has begun 
to plan its activities for the remainder 
of this calendar year.

First up will be our semi-annual 
Pancake Breakfast, on Saturday, 
August 22nd, from 9am to 11.30 am at 
Our Lady of Mercy School, Rua Visc. 
De Caravelas 48 in Botafogo. This ever 
popular event features – wait for it – 
pancakes, flapjacks and griddlecakes 
smothered in maple syrup and/or jam 
and/or butter. Juice, coffee, etc will as 
always be available. Kids through age 4 
are free, age 5-10 are R$10, those older 
are R$15 for paid-up AmSoc members 
and R$20 for non-members. Don’t 
miss it, you’ll feel sorry for yourself. 

We do need to know how many are 
coming, so please RSVP: <events.
amsoc@gmail.com>

Next up will see the return of our 
festive Cajun Night – September 19th 
or 26th at the J W Marriott Hotel on 
Copacabana Beach. Details on the 
event are now being negotiated with 
the Hotel staff and chef, but we look 
forward to a meal as good as any you 
could find in “Nawlins” these days. 

And, finally, our biggest event of the 
year: Thanksgiving Day, Thursday 
November 26th at the J W Marriott 
Hotel! Last year’s event was a tremen-
dous success, with lots of fabulous food 
and raffle prizes, which we contributed 
to a charity in Cidade de Deus. Detail 
will be forthcoming in future months.

Welcome! 

The American Society’s new Honor-
ary President, Consul General Jimmy 
Story and his wife Susan have already 
arrived in town and begun working. The 
AmSoc Board were invited to a very spe-
cial Independence Day celebration, held 
June 30 at EARJ’s Gávea campus softball 
field, where Mr. and Mrs. Story were of-
ficially welcomed to Rio de Janeiro. After 
the trooping of the colors by the Marine 
Guard Detachment, the assembled mul-
titude were entertained by American 
rock and roll music, while numerous 
household-word American businesses 
purveyed outstanding food and drink. 

4corners
and more...

Happy! at the US Consulate
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In July, AmSoc officers learned that the 
Consulate now has occasional social 
events, such as a Happy Hour in their 
lobby, featuring local musicians playing 
American music. One of those playing 
was Matthew Gilligan, son of Emman-
uel (“E-man”) Gilligan, the leader of 
the ArizonA band that played at sev-
eral AmSoc functions, who was seri-
ously wounded in 2013 in the course of 
a robbery. E-man is now recovering in 
Texas and Matthew will be joining him 
and his family this month after finish-
ing high school here. We wish all the 
family well, and we miss them here!

The Consulate staff love to play soft-
ball, and AmSoc members (and their 
friends) are officially invited to join 
them. The first game will be Sunday, 
August 9th, starting 10 am, at the EARJ 
Gávea field. Bring bats, gloves, water 
and lots of energy! If you want to join 
the fun, please RSVP to <cloriodejaneiro@
state.gov>.

Bank account. Due to circumstances 
beyond our control, and unbeknownst 
to us, HSBC closed the Society’s bank 
account. So, if you want to join, you’ll 
have to wait until we get another ac-
count set up. We expect this to happen 
soon. 

CHRIST CHURCH (CC) 
New Chaplain and Locum 
Tenens
We are pleased to announce that the 
Parochial Church Council, with the 
approval of the Advisory Board and 
the Bishop of the IEAB Diocese of Rio 
de Janeiro, has offered our Associate 
Chaplain Rev. Mark Simpson the 
permanent position as Chaplain as 
of early 2016. Mark and Jessica are 
currently on much-deserved home 
leave in the UK, visiting family 
and friends, and praying over their 
decision. 

During the current interim, we have 
been able to count on the inestimable 
assistance of clergy from the Rio de 
Janeiro Diocese of the IEAB. As from 
Sunday, September 6, Christ Church 
will welcome as locum Rev. David 
Greenwood, a CMS/SAMS missionary 
who for the past three years has been 
the Chaplain at Viña del Mar in Chile. 
David, who is also a professional 
organist and pianist, has agreed to 
remain through Christmas and New 
Year.

Music at Christ Church 

Christ Church will, once again this 
year, welcome participants in the 
Rio International Cello Encounter, 
founded 21 years ago and still headed 
by David Chew, OBE. This year’s 
concert will begin shortly after 12 noon 
on Sunday August 16th. It will feature 
a trio of Margaret Carey on viola, 
Eric Alterman on cello and Roberto 
Lopes on violin. Entrance is free, the 
acoustics are excellent, and the music 
divine. The repertoire is: Purcell’s 
Trio Sonata; Bach’s Suite No. 1 for solo 
cello; Beethoven’s “Eyeglasses” Duo for 
viola and cello; Handel/Halvorsen’s 
Passacaglia for violin and viola (or 
cello); and Dohnanyi’s Serenade for 
string trio. 

Later that same Sunday August 16th, 
starting at 7pm, Christ Church will 
host yet another sparkling musical 
event, as the Society of Choral 
Music (SCM) welcomes the arrival 
from São Paulo of the Choir of the 
Colégio Visconde de Porto Seguro. 
The visitors will sing Mozart’s Missa 
Brevis in B-flat Major, followed by 
SCM singing Haydn’s Missa Brevis 
Sancti Joannis de Deo. Both choirs will 
then join in a performance of Gabriel 
Fauré’s haunting Requiem. As always, 
free entry and exit. More details 
supplied by the SCM later on in this 
edition of 4 Corners. 

Visit to/from Christ the King 
Parish in Cidade de Deus
Two months ago, at the invitation of 
Fr. Nicholas Wheeler, many members 
of Christ Church visited the Anglican/
Episcopal parish of Christ the King 
in Cidade de Deus, where after the 
communion service they were treated 

to a marvelous lunch. Christ Church 
has reciprocated the invitation, and 
we expect many members of our sister 
congregation to come to Botafogo for 
our 10.30 service and, following on, a 
pot-luck luncheon. All are welcome!

Patricia Carol Merchant, 
1925-2015
In July, Christ Church lost one of its 
most faithful long-term members, Pat 
Merchant, to a series of debilitating 
illnesses. All who knew her will miss 
her. There is an obituary in this issue of 
The Umbrella.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale

Due to the financial crisis, the Jumble 
Sale this year was not as successful as 
it usually is.  Even though the prices 
were so cheap, the people who came 
were short of money. However, many 
thanks to you all for your support.  
The clothes and items that were not 
sold have already been donated to São 
Lucas, to two other churches and to 
the Santa Rita de Cássia Orphanage, so 
that nothing will be wasted. The profit 
from the Jumble Sale, together with the 
eventual proceeds from the Christmas 
Bazaar, will be donated to  the different 
charities and to Christ Church, at the 
end of the year. 

As you know, we accept donations for 
the Jumble Sale all the year round. 
At the moment, our cupboards are 
empty again after the Sale. So, if and 
when you come across anything that 
you would like to send along to us - 
clothes, shoes, household items, toys 
including jigsaw puzzles etc. then 
please do so. Any ornaments etc. 
received in good condition (almost 
new), will be put aside for sale on our 
White Elephant Stall at the Christmas 
Bazaar. It would be appreciated if 
you could check that any electrical 
appliances you send are in working 
order. Deliveries can be made any day 
during the week to Karen, secretary, 
Christ Church, telephone 2226-7332 
or to the BCS secretary, Gaynor, 
telephone 2537-6695, between 8.30 
am and 4.30 pm.  Please remember 
that between 2 pm and 3.30 pm 
when the school finishes, cars are not 
allowed into the grounds.

4
corners
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David Chew
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Marmalades, Pickles and 
Chutneys

Have you checked your stocks of these 
products lately?  They are also very nice 
to give to friends as a little treat!  They can 
be purchased any day during the week 
within office hours and especially on 
Tuesday mornings when the WDA ladies 
are present.  As a substantial amount 
of the funds donated to the different 
charities at the end of each year comes 
from the sale of these products, please 
let your friends and neighbours know 
they are available. We produce: Sweet 
and Bitter Marmalade, Galego Lemon 
Marmalade, Grapefruit Marmalade, 
Apricot Jam and Lemon Curd, Mango 
Chutney, Indian Chutney and Pineapple 
Relish, Mustard Pickle, Branston Pickle 
and Bread & Butter Pickle.

If you have any empty marmalade/
pickles/chutney jars at home with the 
metal tops that we could re-use, could 
you please return them to us.  The 
Nescafe 100g bottle is also suitable for 
use. Thank you.

Christmas Bazaar  SOS

We are urgently in need of empty shoe 
boxes for the Christmas crackers.   If 
you have any empty boxes could you 
please let us have them?  To give you 
an idea of the size of box we require, 
we need to fit six crackers inside  –  two 
rows – three below and three on top.

THE SOCIETY OF 
CHORAL MUSIC (SCM)
Sunday, August 16th 7 pm at 
Christ Church.

SCM will be making a few changes in 
its performance of the August concert 
in Christ Church. First, it will be on 
a Sunday, instead of the traditional 
Monday. The reason for this is that a 
guest choir from São Paulo will join the 
SCM and they travel back to São Paulo 
on Monday. 

The visiting choir is the Coro do 
Colégio Visconde de Porto Seguro. 
Founded in 1952 in São Paulo, 
it comprises current and former 
students, parents, teachers and friends 
of the Colégio, of German origin. The 
choirmaster since 1998 is Maestro 
Sérgio Assumpção. In recent years, 
it has performed major choral works 
such as Mozart’s Requiem, Handel’s 
Messiah, Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, 
Carl Orff ’s Carmina Burana and many 
others. 

The choir is around 50 strong, of 
various nationalities including German 
descendants. It normally sings in the 
Colégio’s campuses in São Paulo and 
Valinhos; since 2013, moreover, it has 
performed in other cities of Brazil, 
such as the Catedral da Sé in Salvador, 
Bahia with the Coro Barroco, and in 
churches in Gramado and Canela, in 
Rio Grande do Sul.  

The concert will take place at Christ 
Church, on Sunday August 16, 
starting at 7pm (please note the earlier 
starting time). Entrance will be free as 
usual and there will be a get-together 
afterwards in the Hall to ‘fraternize’ 
with the visitors.  Come early to 
guarantee a good seat – the church is 
usually full for these concerts.  

As for the programme, the visitors 
will sing Mozart’s Missa Brevis in 
B-flat Major, followed by SCM singing 
Haydn’s Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis de 
Deo. Over 100 voices from both choirs 
will then join in a performance of 
Gabriel Fauré’s haunting Requiem. Ruy 
Wanderley and Sérgio Assumpção will 
conduct; soloists from SCM include 
Denise Vieira and Luisa Soarez, Inês 
Rufino, Ruy Wanderley and Martin 
Hester.

PS SCM has made a CD recording of 
its 50th Concert, performed shortly 
before Easter this year. For those who 

WDA at work

Christmas crackers

Coro do Colégio Visconde de Porto Seguro

mailto:CLORIODEJANEIRO@STATE.GOV
mailto:CLORIODEJANEIRO@STATE.GOV


76

were there, and for those who weren’t, 
the CD will be on sale at the August 
concert. 

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY 
(SAS)
Upcoming events
The ripples from the drop in the 
price of crude oil and the Petrobras 
Scandal have had more far-reaching 
effects than those reported in the 
media, spreading all the way to the 
St. Andrew Society in Rio de Janeiro. 
Already forced to surrender its 
financial independence and abandon 
the traditional Caledonian Ball after 
losing the regular income necessary to 
pay monthly accounts and the support 
required to host such a major event, 
this new oil crisis has decimated the 
Macaé offshore community and left 
us staring at the loss of the Macaé 
Ceilidh in its 11th year, and (worse 
still) the end of three decades of the 
Iain MacPhail Band´s annual display 
of traditional Scottish dance music in 
Brazil. 

The game of golf has always played an 
important role in the Society, since 
its founding in 1906. The Society´s 
massive Quaich trophy was first 
presented in 1928. Every winner´s 
name since then is engraved on the 
plinth for posterity. Eighty seven years 
on, the honour went to Steve Rimmer, 
for the second time, of serving the 
guests with fine Scotch Whisky from 
the great Quaich. 

It makes perfect sense, then, that 
during a recent informal chat between 
the presidents of the Macaé Oilmen´s 

Golf Association (MOGA) and St. 
Andrew Society (SAS) at the I.A.D.C 
annual golf tournament in Búzios, 
agreement was eventually reached to 
finance and host yet another week of 
Scottish events in 2015, with music 
provided once more by the Iain 
MacPhail Band.

We are pleased to announce that the 
12th annual SAS x MOGA golf match 
will take place at the Teresópolis 
Golf Club during the weekend of 3/4 
October. On the Saturday evening, 
after the day´s golf, there will be a 
sumptuous buffet, with entertainment, 
disco and dance music provided 
by Iain MacPhail and his Scottish 
Ceilidh Band. For anyone who has 
never experienced the rustic setting 
of Teresópolis Golf Club, it´s the 
perfect place for a genuine Scottish 
weekend, minus the air fare! When 
the strains of a lone piper playing “A 
Scottish Soldier” to the tune of “The 
Green Hills of Tyrol” echo round the 
surrounding hills of Teresópolis, it 
only raises goose bumps! 

On Tuesday 6th October, we´ll have 
the annual Ceilidh to mark the end of 
the 2015 Scottish dance sessions at the 
Paissandú Club, with music provided 
by the Iain MacPhail Band. Entrance 
to the Club is free and the menu and 
bar prices are very reasonable.

On Saturday 10th October, the fourth 
annual SAS/BCS Caledonian Ceilidh 
will take place in the Jubilee Hall 
with disco and music provided by the 
Iain MacPhail Scottish Ceilidh Band. 
A magnificent buffet is included in 
the price, plus a well-stocked cash 
bar. Although it will never replace 
the elegance and splendour of the 

Caledonian Ball of recent years in the 
Copacabana Palace, the Caledonian 
Ceilidh in the “old school hall” has 
revived memories for some of the 
older members of the community 
of an even earlier era when the skirl 
of bagpipes and “hei-ooch´s” from 
eightsome reel dancers echoed round 
the British School grounds. The 
popularity of the Caledonian Ceilidh 
has really picked up, to the point that 
this year we may have to control the 
numbers.

They say it´s an ill wind that blows 
nobody any good. The St. Andrew 
Society lives to fight another year, 
against all the odds, thanks only to 
the continued generosity, in most 
difficult times, of the Macaé Oilmen´s 
Golf Association and IRM Services 
& partners. Thanks also to continued 
support from the Copacabana Palace 
Hotel, the British & Commonwealth 
Society, the Teresópolis Golf Club and 
the Paissandú Club.

Details regarding subscriptions for 
the SAS x MOGA annual golf match 
can be obtained from Philip Healey 
at healeyphil@gmail.com or 21 98164 
6464 (after hours). We´re expecting a 
large turnout of MOGA members this 
year, so we´re looking for an equally 
good turnout from the SAS side. Polo 
shirts, prizes and refreshments will be 
provided, so call Philip now to obtain 
more details. 

There are still five Tuesdays of Scottish 
Country Dance practices with Audrey 
Hieatt at the Paissandú Club to master 
the steps of the Ceilidh dances. Starts 
about 8pm. No charge. Just say “dança 
escocesa!” at the gate and you´re in. 
Slainte! 

4
corners
and more...

Daisies and lavender aplenty at the 
July wedding of Edward Byers and 
Samantha Boyes. Edward’s proud 
and delighted parents, Jenny from 
Rio and John from São Paulo, 
joined in the preparations for a 
country wedding set in the gorgeous 
Yorkshire dales. Best Man Sebastian 
Johnson led a troupe of Ed’s former 
classmates, representing The British 
School at its very best. Long life to 
the happy couple!

Rio Here, There and Everywhere
Boa viagem on that bicycle built for two!

Canadian Happy Hour Our Man at The Open 
ChampionshipJuly was a special month for Canadian Consul General Sanjeev 

Chowdhury. July 1st is the official Canada Day, celebrating its 
independence from Great Britain. This year, Toronto hosted the 
Pan American games, where Canadian athletes did extremely 
well. And, on Wednesday July 15th, during the Happy Hour at 
Restaurante Amir, the regulars were treated to a special thrill—the 
women’s rugby team from Canada, which won gold at the Games, 
was present to cheer on Amir and Sanjeev for the ceremonial 
cutting of the celebratory cake, pictured below. Happiness and 
national pride joined for a terrific evening.

For the second year running (very special, that) 
Nigel Wynn-Jones represented the Confederação 
Brasileira de Golfe on the R&A’s Rules Committee, 
at the prestigious The Open Championship, played 
this year at St. Andrews (also very special). Incident 
free rounds were a bonus, though conditions very 
different from his home courses of Teresópolis and 
Gávea. 

TBS in full force: Stephanie Harding, Mariana Costa, Alex Bodman-Morris, Edward Byers, Fernando 
Lima, Oivind Nordbo, Laura Black, Roberto Pinto, Felipe Gherke. And (crouching) Raphael Secchin, 

Sebastian Johnson. 

Dr. and Mrs. Byers!

A stunning modern variation on the “Three 
Little Maids from School“ theme: Stephanie 

Harding, Alex Bodman-Morris, Mariana Costa. Hay! Take a pew.

mailto:healeyphil@gmail.com
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Music

We are now celebrating our 21st anniversary of Rio Cello, 
together with the 450-year celebrations of the city of Rio 
de Janeiro.  Our first Encounter, in 1994, brought together 
cellists from all over the world to pay tribute to the street 
children massacred outside the Candelaria Church. One of 
those was Bosnian Vedram Smailovich, himself from a war-
torn nation, who came to play his cello as a peace mission, 
under the Corcovado and in the Santa Marta favela.

This year we return to this theme, as we remember the 
century-old massacre of Armenians in 1915, by staging the 
world première of a special work written by British composer 
David Ashbridge, entitled “Will the Sun come from behind 
the clouds?”. It will be performed by Armenian cellist 
Armen Ksajikian and the great Cypriot violinist Haroutune 
Bedelian, conducted by British Maestro Russell Guyver and 
accompanied by the Barra Mansa Youth Orchestra.

Opening at Tom Jobim
RICE 21 will open at the Teatro Tom Jobim on Thursday, 
13th August with a concert celebrating Rio 450 performed by 
the “Choro na Feira” group, and will close at the Candelária 
Church on Sunday, 23rd August at a concert paying special 
homage to Brazilian composers Villani Cortes, Francisco 
Mignone, Gilson Peranzetta, Pixinguinha and (of course!) 
Heitor Villa-Lobos. 

There will be over 50 concerts in any number of easy-to-
reach venues. BNDES Theatre will host performances of 
Bach-Bachianas, Beethoven to Beatles, Romantic Cello 
with Brahms. Austrian violinist Matthias Jakisic plays 
with cellists Dave Haughey and Eugene Friesen, and our 
Dutch duo Ernst Reijseger e Harmen Frannje. The Centro 
Referência da Musica Carioca in Tijuca will showcase the 
London Music Club quartet and Blas Rivera.

Contempoary Cello Works
Parque Lage will see a new venture—“Cello Poema”—with 
poet João Melo Franco reading poems interspersed between 
the Volta Redonda Youth Orchestra and Tito Cartechini 
playing tangos. Parque das Ruínas in Santa Teresa will have 

the  privilege of hearing Paulo Russo, Pixinguinha and the 
fabulous Cello Jazz Quartet. At the UFRJ School of Music 
the public will be able to participate in a special “Cello Jam 
Session” with our invited jazz specialists, as well as a concert 
of contemporary cello works written especially for this 21st 
edition of Rio Cello.  

Christ Church in Botafogo will have a concert at 12 noon 
on Sunday the 16th, featuring Margaret Carey on viola, Eric 
Alterman on cello and Roberto Lopes on violin, playing 
Bach, Beethoven, Handel, Purcell and Dohnanyi. The 
Candelária Church will host a concert on 19th August as 
well as the closing “ViolonCellada” where soprano Marília 
Vargas will sing the Aria from  “Bachianas no 5” by Villa-
Lobos.

Futher afield
Going outside Rio de Janeiro, there will be concerts in 
Cabo Frio and Búzios as well as Volta Redonda and Barra 
Mansa, both of which have fantastic youth orchestras. 
Moreover, special charity concerts are being organized at 
the Fluminense FC and the Fasano Hotel, as are community 
concerts jointly with “Cello Tinta” at the Vila Olímpica da 
Maré and the Morro Pavão Pavãozinho. 

This year there will be a House Concert for charity, 
coupled with a Crowdfunding appeal to raise money for 
the publication of a very special edition of “20 years  of Rio 
Cello”. Please check the site <www.riocello.com> for details of 
how to contribute and for all the official programs.

RICE 21 looks forward to seeing Umbrella readers at all our 
concerts, which continue to have no entrance fee for the 21st 
year in a row.

PS Next month, September 3 – 6, will see our latest annual 
production of Cello Dance, one of the most popular features 
of RICE. Details on the website.

Dr. David Chew, OBE

21st Rio International Cello Encounter
(RICE 21)

David Chew

Cello Dance

Sports
Rio’s Carioca Cricket Club (CCC) put 
in a brave performance in the National 
Cricket Championships in Brasília 
over the first weekend in July. Playing 
four matches in the first round of the 
competition for the John Landers 
Shield, the team won one and lost three 
games against other national teams, 
São Paulo, Minas Gerais, Brasília and 
newcomers Amazonas.

The competition opened with a fierce 
match against São Paulo, long-time 
rivals of the CCC. After winning the 
toss and bowling, CCC had a strong 
start with two wickets, but having been 
set a target of 203 with a brutal 72 not 
out from Guyanese Johnny Randolph, 
the team failed to reach the total.

Victory came, however, in the next 
game against Minas Gerais. The 
mineiros opened the batting but were 
46-6 after 7 overs and all out for 71 
after 12 overs. Vice-Captain Freddie 
Brunt, as well as teammates Sam Kelly 
and Mark Harris, all put in valiant 
performances.

In a thrilling game that followed, home 
team Brasília hit the ball out of the 
ground several times and were 78-1 
after 8 overs. After 11, they were 98-4. 
The Cariocas managed to bowl Brasília 
out for 137 but agonisingly lost in the 
fading evening light after failing to get 
6 off the final ball.

Amazonas had an impressive debut 
against the Cariocas. After opening 
the batting, their number two batsman 
made 120 not out. With a target of 232, 
the CCC managed only 116 in their 
final game.

Carioca Cricket Club president Craig 
Allison praised his team and said that 
they were a credit to Rio both on and off 
the field. “It was a fantastic tournament 
with players from all over the world, 
including an ever increasing number 
of Brazilians,” he said. “It shows the 
strength and increasing popularity of 
cricket in Brazil.”

The team will now be training hard 
in preparation for the second stage of 
the Nationals which will be held in Rio 
on October 31st and November 1st. 
“It promises to be a fantastic weekend 
of cricket and fun for all the family,” 
added Allison.

August is a holiday month, so the 
next will be on Saturday, September 
5th, when we face arch-rivals São 
Paulo at the São Fernando Polo & 
Cricket Club near Itaguaí. As Tobias 
Hanbury, current club chairman 
explained, these matches are open to 
anyone interested in coming along 
for the day. “São Fernando P&CC is 
located about seventy minutes drive 
by bus from Ipanema, and the CCC 
arranges transport free-of-charge for 
everyone who wants to go and spend 
a glorious day away from Rio de 
Janeiro. The bus leaves Praça General 
Osório at 9AM and returns to Rio de 
Janeiro at 5PM.”

Carioca Cricket Club News

Rio CCC XI ready for powerplay

Training Day Sticky Wicket

http://www.riocello.com
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EWA PROCTER

Elza & Fred

Even if I have been recently writing about 
plays where the main characters are senior 
citizens, believe me this is just sheer 
coincidence! After reviewing “Barbaridade” 
in the June issue of The Umbrella this time I 
chose “Elza & Fred”, also dealing with older 
characters, although in a very different 
fashion!

“Elza & Fred” is a romantic comedy. 
The play, written in Spanish by Marcos 
Carnevale and Marcela Guerty and 
translated into Portuguese by Rodrigo Paz, 
was adapted from a 2005 film, a Spain/
Argentina co-production entitled “Elsa y 
Freddie”. It tells the story of a mature couple 
who rediscover love; as the play develops, 
the two main characters develop new lives. 
Combining humor and emotion, the text is 
an invitation to optimism and tells us how 
important it is never to stop dreaming, at 
any time of life! 

Director Elias Andreato says that love is 
magical … it allows time to run in reverse! 
What makes people grow old are not the 
years they have lived, but the boring day-to-
day that creates an incapacity to be moved 
at the smile of a woman or a man … or at 
anything that brings us life and pleasure. 
Should it be the end of our dolce vita? No, 
no and no! Long live long-lived love!

The plot deals with Fred who moves soon 
after becoming a widower. At his new 
address, he meets his neighbor Elza, an 
enthusiastic woman with a lot of humor 
living a most intense life. He, however, is 
an introspective man, as well as a decided 
hypochondriac, concerned with rules 
and medicines. Notwithstanding these 
differences, Elza insists on them spending 
time together, and purposely invents a 
number of subterfuges. She is decided that 
she will cheer Fred up and make him see 
things her way. 

Although she has a number of problems at 
the beginning, the distance between them 
gradually disappears, and an unexpected 
love story takes place. Neither Elza nor 
Fred pay much attention to the criticism 
of their own children, all of whom want 
to meddle in the lives of “the old parents”. 
One might think that the character of Elza 
represents what Benjamin Disraeli (1804-
1881) thought when he said “Adventures 
are for the adventurous”.

This is the second run of “Elza & Fred” 
in Rio de Janeiro. This time the show is 
presented at the Teatro Maison de France, 
Avenida Presidente Antônio Carlos, 58 
– downtown. There was a change in the 
main cast for this second run, as Ana Rosa 
takes the part of Elza. A curious fact is that 
Ana Rosa had performed regularly in her 
grandfather’s circus in São Paulo, where 
she appeared for the first time when she 
was only two weeks old, later including 
performances on the trapeze! 

But it was on television that she appeared 
most often, both in novelas and mini-
series; so much so, that in 1997 Ana Rosa 
was mentioned in the Guinness Book 
as a record holder due to the number of 
television novelas in which she took part, 
as a leading lady and a supporting actress, 
as well as also doing special participations. 
She still holds the record. 

In this second run, Fred is still being played 
by Umberto Magnani, excellent in his role. 
It obviously has to do with the fact that, as 
he told me when we spoke after the first 
night of the play at the Teatro Maison de 
France: he absolutely loves the part since its 
very first night, and he enjoys every minute 
of the show! The supporting cast of seven 

play their roles with gusto and demonstrate 
many differences between young and old. 
The music, composed and played live 
by Jonatan Harold, adds to the pleasant 
atmosphere.

“Elza & Fred” lasts for one hour and 
twenty minutes. Performances begin at 
8 pm Thursday to Saturday and 7 pm on 
Sundays. Tickets are R$70 Thursdays and 
Fridays and R$80 Saturdays and Sundays, 
all with the obligatory 50% (fifty percent) 
discount for students and senior citizens. 
The play is not recommended for young 
people under the age of 12. There is valet 
parking at the door of the theatre, but 
there is also a large open space behind the 
building where cars can park. If you are 
not keen on driving downtown, due to the 
roadworks, quite a number of taxis stop in 
front of the theatre after the performances. 
The run that began on 25th June will last 
until 16th August. So, if you are a senior 
citizen or a young person – or even middle 
aged – do not miss this play, and have a 
good laugh! Elza & Fred thank you in 
advance!

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a 
theatre translator,  and Vice-President of 

Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

THEATRE

Have you moved? Have you a new e-mail? Please keep the BCS posted: Email - bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br

Ph
ot

o:
 J

oã
o 

Ca
ld

as

The city of Rio de Janeiro is now 
happily celebrating 450 years since 
Estácio de Sá, having booted out the 
French, founded a city surrounding 
his fort and reputedly held a 
Catholic Mass. What many don’t 
know is that in the year 1557, eight 
(8) years before the “founding” of 
Rio, the French had established 
a small Huguenot community 
surrounding their fort located 
on what is now known as Ilha de 
Villegagnon.

Moreover, on March 10, 1557 
the first religious service in 
South America was a Calvinist 
Communion service, celebrated 
by two pastors brought out from 
Geneva, Pierre Richier and 
Guillaume Chartier. Sad to relate, 
shortly thereafter the pastors fell 
out with Villegagnon, the leader 
of the French expedition, who sent 
them and most of the rest of their 
community back to France. 

You can learn all about this, as well 
as more recent history, by going to 
visit the Catedral Presbiteriana, 
conveniently located across the road 
from the BNDES building. In front of 
the imposing façade of the Catedral, 
which reminds some of Notre Dame, 
is a fenced-in triangular square, 
called Praça Rev. Mattathias Gomes 
dos Santos after one of the more 
celebrated Pastors of the Cathedral.

Inside the square are several 
imposing statues. Closest to the 
church is that of Rev. Ashbel Green 
Simonton and his wife Helen, posed 
with their trunk and baggage as 
they arrived from the US in 1862 
to found the Presbyterian Church 
in Brazil. This statue was, until a 
few years ago, located in the Praça 
Mauá, near the dock.

Closer to the street across from a 
modern hotel are two statues, one 
entitled “The Preacher” which shows 
a Pastor brandishing his Bible behind 
a lectern. Directly in front of him are 
two rows of members of his flock, 
seated on benches… with a couple of 
spaces left so those visitors who wish 

to join the flock (if only for a selfie) 
can do so.

Finally, located in the center of the 
garden is a statue of a communion 
table, behind which stand Pastors 
Richier and Chartier, celebrating the 
first communion ever held in Rio de 
Janeiro, on 21st March 1557. 

450? 458 is more like it, if you’re Presbyterian.
Culture Vulture

Ashbel Green Simonton et ux in garden with 
baggage

Communion 1557

The flock

The preacher and flock The preacher
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Vicky Whyte, president of the Associação de 
Golfe Público Japeri and Sir Nick Faldo at The 

Open Championship, St. Andrews, 2015.

Good Works
I heard what they had to say and 
visited the course. It was a cow patch, 
a desolate dumping ground for waste 
and hungry cows and horses. The local 
populace included many caddies from 
both Gávea and Itahangá and they had 
taken to preparing meagre tees and 
greens, replete with tree roots, holes 
and rocks. They competed across the 
rough terrain in much the way the 
early sheepherders in Scotland might 
have done when golf first began. The 
owner of the land would occasionally 
chase them off to some other part, 
where with their clubs and flagsticks in 
hand, they would surreptitiously start 
all over again.

This was the first time I had seen 
golf played in Brazil by ordinary kids 
from ordinary backgrounds and they 
were organizing the whole affair by 
themselves. But they dreamed dreams, 
and hoped for help to build a few better 
greens, from which they wouldn›t be 
chased.

That Christmas I met with Vicky 
Whyte, then president of the Rio Golf 
Federation. She knew about Japeri and 
had visited. I asked her if there were 
any chance the Federation would help 
construct a truly public golf course for 
the people of Japeri. Vicky was realistic. 
She asked me if I had any idea just how 
much it costs to build a golf course? 
I asked her if the Federation would 
help, if I could find the initial funds 
for the project. Vicky said she and the 
Federation would do whatever they 
could, but hadn’t the money to help. 
However, she explained, if I could start 
the ball rolling, perhaps the Royal and 
Ancient of Saint Andrews might help. 
Vicky said she had contacts at the R&A 
and with the business community.

At the time, I was president of 
Nationwide Insurance in Brazil. The 
high echelons in the US were peopled 
with keen golfers. Nevertheless, it took 

many meetings, presentations and 
some uncomfortable promises before 
we reached an agreement. If we could 
meet our local 2001 planned bottom 
line result, we could use any surplus, 
up to US$ 350,000, as a donation to 
the Japeri project. We made sure we 
achieved that US$ 350,000 surplus.

We hired the unflappable and 
indefatigable Peter Doyle to organize 
the Japeri project. Ronaldo Veirano, 
via Laercio Pellegrino, provided the 
services of his legal firm  free  and the 
municipality signed a lease for up to 50 
years. The designer of Golden Green, 
Ricardo Pradez, donated a course 
design and work began. Vicky, who 
still runs the project, brought the Royal 
and Ancient on board and many others 
played vital roles in its success, including 
Chris Freeman, Nigel Wynn-Jones, 
Mike Hopkin and Marcelo Stallone.

Arminio Fraga, one of Brazil’s most far-
sighted thinkers and former president 
of Brazil’s Central Bank observed: “The 
Japeri initiative is noteworthy, a mirror 
of the dynamism of our country and 

our people. It is a first step towards 
demonstrating that golf is more than a 
pastime for the elite and shows every 
promise of growing in Brazil, in a way 
that was unimaginable before Japeri.”

The Japeri course continues to be the 
only municipal golf course in Brazil. 
But it is soon to be joined by a second 
option: The Olympic Golf Course in 
Recreio!

Waiting their turn at the Japeri driving range

One in eight women
will develop breast
cancer in their lifetime.

Early detection saves lives. 
Check often. And encourage 
those you love to do the same.

Good Works

This month The Umbrella takes you 
to Japeri, to a sporting and social 
inclusion project which has involved 
numerous members of the international 
community over many successful years. 
The Associação de Golfe Público de 
Japeri is unique in many ways, as we 
learn from its president, Vicky Whyte.

The Umbrella - Vicky, the sporting 
success of Japeri is well known to golfers, 
and the kids involved in the project 
are climbing ever higher up the golfing 
ladder. But it’s not just about golf, is it?

VW - By no means. As soon as the 
Golf School was up and running, and 
showing huge promise, we saw that 
we could do more: we could take kids 
off the streets, and involve them in a 
healthy social environment, and give 
them a better start in life. They learn 
about citizenship, the rules of life, if 
you like. Golf requires determination, 
adherence to rules, etiquette, 
discipline, honesty, persistence, just 
as life does. This might all sound a bit 
grim, but it’s what the kids want, they 
want better lives. They’re happy! We 
give them Phys. Ed. classes, computer 
lessons, free dental treatment. When 
they’re a bit older we help them get ID 
cards, work and voting papers and that 
sort of thing. 

The Umbrella - Do the local residents 
have any notion of the so-called elitism 
of golf? Is there a feeling of “no, no, this 
is rich kids’ stuff, not for the likes of me” 
among the local kids?

VW - Well, back in the early days, 
the offer of food and snacks was a big 
pull, I have to admit! But now the kids 
really want to be part of the project. 
Apart from the allure of achieving 
success in golf, they feel supported, 
part of a big family. This part of the 
world wasn’t called “o fim da linha” 
(the end of the line) for nothing. It’s an 
underprivileged area, big time, and the 
golf course has created jobs, directly 
or indirectly, and substantially raised 
standards in the municipality. 

The Umbrella - What does it cost the 
young people to be part of the project?

VW - Not a cent. We will teach them 
golf and all that goes with it as long as 
they attend school, and try their best. 
Japeri is a small community, everybody 
knows everybody, and our instructors 
know the schools and the teachers. 
They can easily keep track of the young 
people and their behavior, and they do. 

The Umbrella - You’ve had some aggro 
with the new road, which lopped five 
precious holes off the course. That’s all 
been sorted out now?

VW - Yes, it was a nightmare, but it’s all 
sorted now. We’ve re-inaugurated the 
course, and it’s now been rated, from a 
technical point of view – Nigel Wynn-
Jones was in charge of the rating, 
incidentally – so that tournaments 
played in Japeri are recognized as 
“official.” It’s obviously not a mature 
golf course, but we’ll get there. The 
kids feel a strong sense of ownership 
towards the course, and we teach them 
the basics of environmental awareness. 
Everything they learn goes home with 
them, so there’s a good multiplication 
effect in place. 

The Umbrella - Philip Healey has 
reminisced about the early days of the 
project. It’s hard to join up the dots 
between a former sun-drenched cow 
patch in the middle of a tropical nowhere 
to the most senior golfing institution in 
the world, the Royal and Ancient. Many 
readers recently spent a happy few days 
in wind-swept, soggy St. Andrews, 
watching The Open Championship on 
TV. Make this connection for us.  

VW - We’ve had unprecedented 
support from the R&A, and are the 
envy of the world in this respect. Japeri 
Golfe was the first social Project the 
R&A sponsored, starting in 2002, and 
they continue to be delighted with it. 
We were able to start the construction 
of this first and only public course 
in Brazil due to their help, and our 
social project for 120 under-privileged 
children is sponsored largely by yearly 
donations from them. The R&A use 
Japeri Golfe as a role model for what 
can be achieved through golf.

The Umbrella - Wow, that’s impressive. 
You’ve just been with the R&A, at The 
Open. Tell us how that went.

VW - We had a very good meeting 
with Alison White and Duncan Weir 
of the Golf Development Committee, 
and they assured us that the R&A will 
continue to support us financially for 
many more years. They actually said 
that they wished that there were more 
projects like Japeri.

The Umbrella - Well, that’s certainly 
a seal of approval! Of course, there’s 
more to tell, and we’d suggest interested 
readers ask the never-fail Mr. Google to 
take them to Japeri’s website for more 
information. For now, our thanks and 
congratulations, Vicky, to you and your 
fellow volunteers. 

“The mission of the R&A is to bring 
the game of golf to the people. The 
best example in the world of a golf 
project doing so much good for an 
underprivileged area is Japeri. We 
have been delighted to support it 
financially and with some advice for 
several years.” 

—Peter Dawson, CEO of the R&A.

Philip Healey remembers…
In 2000, a number of caddies at Gávea 
Golf and Country Club embarked on 
a campaign of telling whoever would 
listen about their own golf course in 
the interior of Rio de Janeiro state. 
Japeri was not a town known for sport; 
rather, it was the end of the train line, a 
dangerous place to live.

Instructor Jair Medeiros, one of the founders of 
the project
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By Alexander Corrie

Beyond Grumari, the fishing village of 
Barra da Guaratiba has a little-known 
hiking trail to a string of desert beaches.

What’s so special about the walk? 
It’s a bit like being on Ilha Grande, 
where you’re surrounded by nature. 
The area is set within part of the 
Pedra Branca State Park and feels 
quite wild. There are no buildings in 
sight, so it’s a good escape from the 
hustle and bustle of Rio. It’s a good 
work-out too and there are views of 
the sea and offshore islands along the 
entire trail. The bonus is getting to 
deserted beaches backed by pitanga 
trees and surrounded by massive 
granite boulders. In the low season, 
you may have them to yourself. Some 
people take body boards as there are 
generally good waves. 

What are the beaches called? The 
trail bifurcates near its starting point 
and heads down to Praia do Perigoso, 
a short stretch of sand by Pedra da 
Tartaruga, a good viewpoint. The 
middle beach, which you cross to get 
to the last two, is called Praia do Meio. 
Then it’s Praia do Fundo and Praia 
Sem Nome. 

How difficult is it? Probably 
intermediate level. Following the 
contours of the coastline, it has 
several steep sections, including 
parts where you scramble down 
rocks. There is little shade, so take 
plenty of water and protection from 
the sun. There are no kiosks or 
beach vendors either, so you’ll have 
to take some food. It takes about 
one hour, a bit longer to get to the 
furthest beaches. Check the weather 
forecast beforehand as the coastline 
is exposed and the trail gets slippery 
in rain. Mobile phone signal is not 
reliable. There are no lifeguards 
on the beaches. Finally, the trail 
is off-the-beaten track, so go with 
other people, but don’t go clad in 
expensive jewellery. Most important 
of all, remember lots of water and 
protection from the sun. 

Best time to go? June-September 
for cooler weather and fewer people. 
Weekdays for possibly nobody else on 
the trail. Summer if you’re looking for 

hot weather and a livelier atmosphere, 
with plenty of young beach-going 
groups.

Where does it start? At the end of 
Barra da Guaratiba, over the top of 
the last hill with houses. There are 
steps heading up the hill and the trail 
starts at the top. Most locals know the 
trail, so ask around and check Google 
Maps before leaving to get an idea of 
where it is. Probably best to park by 
the waterfront in Guaratiba. There is a 
road heading uphill, but it is extremely 
steep and narrow in parts. Note that if 
you go in summer or on a weekend, 
parking can be pretty tricky, but there 
are some privately-run parking areas 
by the main beach. 

What if I don’t want to walk? The 
only other way of getting there is by 

sea. Apparently, some of the surfers 
who know the area get fishermen 
to take them round from Barra da 
Guaratiba on motor boats.  

What else is there to see and do in 
the area? Sítio Roberto Burle Marx, 
the country residence and gardens 
of the renowned landscaper, is 
on the approach road to Barra 
da Guaratiba. You have to call in 
advance to book an appointment 
for a guided tour. On this same 
road, there are also wood-shack 
restaurants specializing in seafood, 
including fresh crabs from the 
mangroves. 

Go on! Pack the hiking boots and 
your swimming kit! Plus a hat. The 
deserted beaches are waiting for 
you!

Hiking to Guaratiba’s Secluded Beaches

Great Outdoors

Deserted beaches along the trail

Fishing village of Barra de Guaratiba

It is hard to be a foreigner anywhere in the 
world. Two characters in recent literature 
give us examples of this: the fictional Paul 
West (created by Stephen Clarke) and the 
real (but, certainly edited) Peter Mayle. Both 
British and, living in France, encounter 
hell and paradise in equal measure in their 
dealings with the French. There is a slight 
difference between them, though.

Mr. West has the wit and the fire of the 
young, meaning that he suffers more in 
his confrontations with the idiosyncrasies 
of the folk on the other side of the English 
Channel. He is, however, very optimistic 
and has money invested in Paris, so he has 
every intent to make things go right.

On the other hand, Mr. Mayle has the 
wit and the flair of those of a certain age. 
Mostly, he embraces the cultural differences 
with the mercurial French, so his life is 
easier to deal with. Mr. West usually ends 
up seriously battered, whereas Mr. Mayle 
finishes only slightly bruised.

Let us now imagine that both these 
gentlemen live in Rio de Janeiro. Keen 
preparations are made to receive people 
from all over the world for the most 
prestigious event of all time—the 2016 
Olympic Games. The city’s government 
ordered 500 signposts to be placed in 
strategic locations, to inform visitors of 
where they are, and how to get to points 
of interest. The signposts, each of which 
cost an astonishing R$27.400, are based on 
those used for the same purpose in London 
2012. 

Unlike in London, however, they give 
incorrect information about directions or 
the time it will take to walk to the chosen 
destination!

Let us say that West wants to show Quinta 
da Boa Vista to a friend. The signpost tells 
him to go right, but he has the feeling that 
this is not correct. A passerby confirms 

his suspicions: he has to go to the left. He 
notes that the Portuguese texts on the signs 
is often incorrect, although their English 
counterparts are perfect. West learns the 
cost of the signs and, infuriated, writes 
to the Mayor, offering his translation 
services.…

Still in our musings, Mayle takes a visitor 
to Copacabana Beach and is about to cross 
Avenida Atlântica to walk along the white 
sand and is welcomed by an Olympic 
signpost saying “Copacabana Beach – 1 
minute walk”. He wrinkles his forehead. 
He even looks around to make sure he is 
in fact across the road from the beach in 
Copacabana, so there is no need to walk 
anywhere, but just “be” there and enjoy. 
Then he smiles, as he realizes that the one 
minute must refer to the time pedestrians 
spend waiting for the green light to allow 
them to cross!

West and Mayle in Rio may seem like a 
joke, but the part about the signs is true. If 
fact, it is hard to be a Carioca, when you 
know that such a huge amount of money is 
spent on useless and incorrect information, 
while the project to clean up the waters of 
Guanabara Bay never got past letters of 
intent.

NAN CARIOCA

Any which way but…
NAN HIRSCH

The Mayor has said the signs will be 
corrected and substituted. We live in 
hope.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO

TEL: 21 2537-6695   EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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TANYA HARRIS

Next Rio 2016 test events
OLYMPIC GLIMPSES

Volleyball
The FIVB Volleyball World League finals 
took place in Rio de Janeiro from 14 to 
19 July as part of the first Rio 2016 test 
event. Played at the Maracanazinho, the 
atmosphere in the venue was electric 
throughout the tournament and a taster of 
what to expect in 2016. In the end, France 
defeated Serbia in the final, winning their 
first World League title with Brazil finishing 
in 5th place. 

Triathlon
On 1 and 2 August the triathlon and 
paratriathlon test events will take place 
starting at Copacabana Fort. More than 
200 athletes are expected with 25 countries 
competing for a spot in the Rio 2016 Olympic 

Games. Athletes from 15 countries  will also 
compete in in World Paratriathlon event.  

Rowing
With exactly one year to go to the 
Games, the World Rowing Junior 
Championship will start at Lagoa 
Rodrigo de Freitas on 5th August. There 
will be 5 days of competition on what 
will be one of the most visually stunning 
fields of play of the whole Games. As 
you can see it was a gloomy day down 
at the Lagoa when I went to look at 
how preparations were going but the 
build team were starting to put the lane 
buoys in place. The rowing competition 
will use the full length of the Lagoa, 
with the boats finishing in front of the 
existing grandstand.

Equestrian
The test event for Equestrian competitions 
starts on 6 August. The Aquece Rio 
International Horse Trials will take place at 
the Deodoro Olympic Park. 

Sailing
From 15 to 22 August the International 
Sailing Regatta will take place at Marina da 
Gloria as part of the Rio 2016 Test Event 
series. 380 athletes from 55 countries are 
expected in Rio for the competition.

Maracanazinho
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Patricia Carol Merchant
1935-2015

Patricia, Pat to her friends, was born on 
the 13th July in Niterói, where many British 
expatriates then had their homes. She was 
a member of a large group of youngsters 
in their teens who loved to get together to 
dance and have fun on weekends at the Rio 
Cricket Club, the Sailing Club, or at their 
parents’ homes.  Pat was an active member 
of the group and was always merry and 
carefree, loving to ballroom dance. 

Her father, who worked with Western 
Telegraph, was able to offer her a good 
education, at a traditional girls boarding 
school in England, where she learned to 
respect human values, together with a sense 
of discipline, dedication and perseverance.

Fluent in both English and Portuguese, on 
her return to Brazil from boarding school, 
Pat moved to the apartment in Urca where 
she lived for the rest of her life and made 
several lasting friends in the neighbourhood. 
She neither married nor had children. She 
was essentially an intellectual, and loved her 
books and her cats; she was also a lover of 
nature, and had a kindly and sympathetic 
disposition and always made one feel at 
home when visiting her. Whenever she 
could, she would generously help people 
who were down on their luck.

Pat worked as an executive secretary for 
several major companies, including Daniel 
Advogados with her childhood friend Denis 
Daniel. She became an expert translator 
of corporate texts both from and into 
Portuguese, and was highly respected in her 
work. She was the secretary to the British 
and Commonwealth Society (BCS) from 
1996 till 2001. Subsequently, she continued 
her translation work to keep herself busy.

Pat was a member of Christ Church 
where she sang in the choir and often took 
minutes of church AGM meetings as well 
as supporting the Church in many other 
ways. When Florence, her mother, became 
home bound Pat loved to receive visitors in 
their charming apartment in Urca so that 
Florence could join in her social life. 

Upon Florence passing away, Pat showed 
great strength of character in dealing with 
her loss as she was very much alone apart 
from the church and her faithful friends 
who remained in touch with her. Lucia 
Doyle had this to say about her 40-year 
friendship with Pat:   “Pat was a very sweet 
friend.  In the 1980s Pat and I were always on 
the phone during working hours as our then 
bosses were friends and business associates.  
After months talking to one another on the 
phone, we finally met at Pat’s office cafeteria 
for lunch, which Florence liked to prepare 
for Pat to eat at work.  Pat enjoyed the simple 
things of life like the panoramic route Urca/

Botafogo from her home to the BCS on 
Viação Silvestre and, meeting friends on 
Saturdays for lunch at her lovely flat.  Luzia, 
her old maid from Niterói, cooked very well.”  

Unhappily, during the last few years of her 
life, Pat’s mental health gradually failed her, 
as she fell victim to Alzheimer’s. An efficient 
and loving home-carer, Solita, was arranged 
for her so that she could remain at home for 
as long as possible. When this was no longer 
feasible, she was transferred to the Chalé 
da Vovó in Rio Comprido where she was 
able to receive attention around the clock. 
During this period of failing health, the 
Welfare Committee of the BCS catered to her 
financial and health needs, in conjunction 
with the Parochial Church Council of Christ 
Church which, as always, looked after her 
spiritual needs. 

Pat passed away peacefully on the 1st of 
July, shortly before her 80th birthday. Those 
who knew her well will remember her 
for her happy dancing days in Niteroi, for 
her fellowship in the choir and in other 
Christ Church activities, for her generous 
friendship, the visits to her home with her 
beloved cats and, as a smart, well-educated 
and lively person.  

Saudades.  Rest in peace, sweet friend.  May 
God Bless her. 

Denis Allan Daniel and Noreen Smith
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Thank you to Rio!
To the Editor of The Umbrella,

A note from a happy chap in Cambridge, 
England. Thank you for telling the 
people of Rio about my recent award of 
the British Empire Medal. It is a huge 
honour and recognition of all involved 
in the Street Child United, not least 
the hard working team of staff and 
volunteers in Rio.

It has been my utmost pleasure this 
summer to host 7 former street 
children from Pakistan, Burundi 
and Brazil as part of the Cambridge 
Ambassador Programme. Jessica 
and Dryka, Captain Team Brazil 
girls, from Complexo da Penha 
(pictured on arrival) have settled in 
well to their 10 weeks of study here 
in Cambridge. They are riding bikes, 
making friends, experimenting with 
English food and playing loads and 
loads of football.

As Cambridge Street Child 
Ambassadors they are learning how 
best to represent young people with 
similar issues in their home country 
and are undertaking a fair amount 
of media duties too. 

They will be guests of honor at the 
UK Premier of the film Street Kids 
United 2, produced by Stephen 
Daldry (“The Hours” and “Billy 
Elliot”). This film tells the story of 
their participation and victory at 
the 2014 Street Child World Cup. 
Amazingly, today they are at the 
World Premier at the prestigious 

Pula Film Festival in Croatia with 
limousine and red carpet treatment!

They will be back in Rio in mid 
September – getting excited about the 
Street Child Games which happen 
in March 2016. All this is possible – 
changing the lives of people like Jessica 
and Dryka – because of the support 
back in Rio of people like you. 

Thank you. 

John Wroe BEM 
Founder and CEO Street Child United

Progress with Missing Sister
Dear Umbrella

As mentioned in previous editions of 
The Umbrella, my UK resident friend 
Gerald Cort is looking for his Brazilian 
half-sister. The mother is Laurita 
Freire de Oliveira, born around 1935, 
private secretary for Lojas Americanas 
or Lojas Brasileiras. She was the 
daughter of Manuel Freire de Oliveira, 
a farmer. The father is Leslie Henry 
Cort. The child of Leslie and Laurita is 
Katia. Maybe Katia Freire de Oliveira 
(mother’s name). Maybe Katia Cort 
(father’s name). Maybe Katia Maria 
Freire de Oliveira. Maybe Katia Maria 
Cort. We are not certain about Maria 
being middle name. She was born 
about 1948–1950 in Brazil. 

We have just learned that Katia was 
in Petropolis in 1991, and wrote to 
Gerald’s aunt as she, too, was hoping to 
find her half-sibling. But nothing came 

of this approach and the thread was 
sadly broken.   

If you have any information about this 
person, please email seekingsister1@
gmail. I have set up a Facebook page 
called Findmysister2015, which I’d be 
so grateful if you could circulate. 

Thank you!
Fiona Bensley

All buttoned up
Prezado Editor

After reading the “futebol de mesa” 
essay in last month’s issue, where 
Hungary featues prominently, one of 
my friends pointed out that the red-
white-and-green color of the button-
players suggested that one of the teams 
represented Hungary.   But if that was 
the case, which national team were 
they playing?

Abraços,
Anonymous.

Ed’s reply: 
Dear Anonymous:

Thank you for your question and 
interest, which we have sent to the writer 
of the essay. He has replied as follows:

“The colors actually happen to be 
those of two Carioca teams whose 
jerseys (and colors) the great Didi 
honored with his   spectacular skills: 
“tricolor” Fluminense (1949-1956) and 
“alvinegro” Botafogo (1957-1959 and 
then again (after one year with Real 
Madrid) in 1960-1962 and 1964-1965. 
Furthermore, Didi later managed both 
Fluminense (1975) and Botafogo 1981.  

We should add that Didi’s first 
professional team was São Cristóvão 
de Futebol e Regatas where he played 
as a 16-year-old in 1944. But the black 
and white buttons cannot be from São 
Cristóvão, because (as confirmed [?] 
by Wikipedia) São Cristóvão’s kit is all 
white. There is a FIFA, a CBF and a 
FFERJ rule, authorizing São Cristóvão 
to have just one kit. As the club does 
not have an away kit, their opponents 
have to change their kit when necessary. 
They are the only club in the world to 
have ever received this authorization 
from FIFA.”

.Letters to the Editor
Calendar

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CliniCal PsyChologist. ExPEriEnCE with ExPatriatEd 
and cross-cultural issues. 

lived many years overseas: canada, singapore, uK and usa. 
practice at Botafogo - rua voluntários da pária 190. 

appointment By phone +55 (21) 99966.9494 
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

Classified ads
SERVICES

BUYING AND SELLING

FOR RENT: ApARTmENT iN LEbLON – EXCLUSIVE AREA. TWO BLOCkS 
FROM BEACH – 110 M². TWO BEDROOMS (ORIGINAL 3). ONE EN-SUITE PLUS 
ONE WITH BATHROOM. WARDROBES AND AC. RECENTLy REFURBISHED By 
ARCHITECT. BIG LIVING/DINING ROOM. OPEN PLAN kITCHEN. 1 GARAGE + 1 
PARkING SPACE FOR VISITORS. 
PLEASE CALL ELIzABETH – TEL: +5521 2259 8351”

Fish TANk FOR sALE  55CM X 35 X 28 (TOTAL 53LTS) INCLUDES FILTER/
PUMP, BLACk GRAVEL AND LIGHT. NO FISH.  PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS.  
R$150,00 – 21 2274-0752

AUGUST

3 Mon TBS First day of Term 2

9 Sun Softball with AmConGen, EARJ, Gávea Campus

16 Sun RICE 21 Cello Concert, Christ Church (noon)

16 Sun SCM Winter Concert, Christ Church (7 pm)

17 Mon Vent! Storytelling in English, Beco das Garrafas

19  Wed Canadian Consulate Happy Hour, Amir 
Restaurant

22 Sat AmSoc Pancake Breakfast, OLM School

SEPTEMBER

05 Sat, 06 Sun CCC vs. São Paulo, Itaguaí

07 Mon Independence Day Holiday

12 Sat Beatles Night, Jubilee Hall

16  Wed Canadian Consulate Happy Hour, Amir 
Restaurant

26 Sat AmSoc Cajun Night, JW Marriot Hotel

OCTOBER

3 Sat, 4 Sun  SAS vs. MOGA 11 annual golf & Ceilidh, 
Teresópolis Golf Club

6  Tue 29th annual SAS Paissandu Ceilidh, with Ian 
MacPhail Band

10 Sat CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí

10  Sat SAS/BCS Caledonian Ceilidh with Ian MacPhail 
Band, Jubilee Hall

12 Mon N. Sa. Aparecida Holiday

12 Mon, 16 Tue TBS Half Term Break

21 Wed  Canadian Consulate Happy Hour, Amir 
Restaurant

31 Sat CCC Nationals - Itaguaí

NOVEMBER

O1 Sun CCC Nationals - Itaguaí 

02 Mon All Souls’ Day Holiday

7 Sat, 8 Sun CCC National Championships, Itaguaí

15 Sun Republic Day Holiday

20 Fri Dia da Consciência Negra Holiday (Rio only)

26 Thu AmSoc Thanksgiving JW Marriot Hotel

27 Fri CCC End of Year Party & Awards

DECEMBER

5 Sat WDA Christmas Bazaar, Jubilee Hall

12 Sat BCS Christmas Lunch, Jubilee Hall

18 Fri TBS Last day of Term 2

24 Thu Christmas Eve Holiday

25 Fri Christmas Day

31 Fri New Year’s Eve Holiday

Don’t miss your Umbrella!
Always keep your address updated.
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695
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