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FROM THE EDITOR CHRIST CHURCH

JOHN SAUNDERSJACK WOODALL

A CHRISTMAS BLESSINGCHRISTMAS TREE LORE

There is an enduring myth that St Benedict 
(b.480 d.543) invented the Christmas tree, 
but his biography by St Gregory does not 
mention it.  The Christmas tree tradition 
historically began in Livonia (modern-day 
Latvia & Estonia) in the 15th Century, and 
spread from there to Germany.  It was first 
imported to Britain not by Queen Victo-
ria, but by George III’s Queen Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Germany, in the early 
19th century, for Christmas-tide in the pal-
ace.  Queen Victoria as a child was familiar 
with the custom and a tree was placed in her 
room every Christmas.  After her marriage 
to her German cousin Prince Albert, by 1841 
the custom became widespread throughout 
Britain.

Several cities in the United States with Ger-
man connections lay claim to the “First 
Christmas Tree in America”, beginning in 
1777.  Many cities, towns, and department 
stores put up public Christmas trees out-
doors, such as the Rich’s Great Tree in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, the Rockefeller Center Christmas 
Tree in New York City and the large Christ-
mas tree at Victoria Square in Adelaide, Aus-
tralia.  Boston, Mass., receives a tree every 
year from Canada, a gift from the province of 
Nova Scotia, in thanks for rapid deployment 
of supplies and rescuers to the 1917 ammu-
nition ship explosion that levelled the city of 
Halifax.

It seems hard to take on board mentally that 
Christmas is just around the corner. But the 
lighting of the giant Christmas Tree on the 
Lagoa and the various reminders in shop 
windows tells us that the festive season is 
approaching fast. Letters abroad should 
have been posted by now and the ongoing 
challenge of what to get him or her or them 
thought through. Needless to say we are 
hopelessly behind in our household. The first 
Christmas we celebrated in Rio was totally 
lost since they, our Brazilian neighbours, cel-
ebrated the event on Christmas Eve and we 
on Christmas Day when everyone else was 
sleeping. 

Fortunately the chil dren were small enough 
not to notice but we resolved that next time 
we would go with the flow and celebrate on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. I’m happy 
to report that it has worked ever since.

This year within the Community there is 
quite a lot going on with parties, celebra-
tions and communal events, you will have to 

Trees from Norway
In a twist of fate, considering the Christmas 
tree’s Germanic origins, Norway donates gi-
ant trees at Christmas time to London, New-
castle upon Tyne and Washington D.C. as an 
expression of gratitude for the help received 
against the Nazi occupation during World 
War II.  Since 1947 the City of Oslo, Norway, 
has presented a tree to the people of London 
(Trafalgar Square), as a token of appreciation 
for the British support of Norwegian resis-
tance during the Second World War; in New-
castle upon Tyne, the 15 m-tall main civic 
Christmas tree is an annual gift from the city 
of Bergen, Norway, in thanks for the part 
played by soldiers from Newcastle in liberat-
ing Bergen from Nazi occupation.  Norway 
also annually gifts a Christmas tree to Wash-
ington D.C. as a symbol of friendship be-
tween Norway and the US and as an expres-
sion of gratitude from Norway for the help 
received from the USA during World War II.
Both setting up and taking down a Christ-
mas tree used to be on specific dates. Tra-
ditionally, Christmas trees were not brought 
in and decorated until Christmas Eve (24th 
December) or, in the traditions celebrating 
Christmas Eve rather than on the first of day 
of Christmas, the 23rd December, and then 
removed the day after Twelfth Night (6th Jan-
uary); to have a tree up before or after these 
dates was even considered bad luck, but now, 
commerce rules all.

look at the various community publications 
to find out what, when and where. The pre-
sentation of the Messiah by the SCM choir in 
Christ Church is for our family the beginning 
of the Christmas celebration, then follows a 
party or two with friends and aquaintances. 
Back at home in the UK the Church is full for 
the late night service on Christmas Eve and if 
there’s not one locally here for whatever rea-
son go to a Catholic Church and celebrate 
with them. On Christmas Day there are usu-
ally Services at Christ Church as well as All 
Saints Church in Niteroi.

Though unfortunately Judith and I won’t be 
with you again this Christmas we wish each 
one of you God’s rich blessing. We pray that 
in your home as well as ours there will always 
be room for the Lord Jesus, that HIS light and 
truth will bring you great joy and peace of 
heart as we celebrate his birth in Bethlehem 
those many years ago.

With affection 
- John and Judith Saunders

Little-known facts
During most of the 1970s and 1980s, the 
largest decorated Christmas tree in the world 
was put up every year on the property of The 
National Enquirer in Lantana, Florida.  A co-
niferous tree must experience three frosts to 
stabilize the needles before cutting.  The life 
cycle of a Christmas tree from the seed to a 
2-metre (7 ft) tree takes, depending on spe-
cies and treatment in cultivation, between 8 
and 12 years. First, the seed is extracted from 
cones harvested from older trees. These seeds 
are then usually grown in nurseries and then 
sold to Christmas tree farms at an age of 3–4 
years.  The first artificial Christmas trees were 
developed in Germany during the 19th cen-
tury, though earlier examples exist.  These 
“trees” were made using goose feathers that 
were dyed green.  The German feather trees 
were one response by Germans to continued 
deforestation in Germany.
 [With acknowledgements to Wikipedia. – Ed.]

Carol singers at the tree, Trafalgar Square
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ChrisTmas aT ChrisT ChurCh 2011:
• 11th December 7:00 p.m. - Carol Service and Sunday School Pageant

• 24th December 6:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service
• 25th December 10:30 a.m. - Christmas Family Holy Communion Service

The Umbrella on the BBC

unintentionally funny
This quote from the London Letter in the September issue of The Umbrella (p.15) was aired on BBC Radio 4’s 
comedy programme The News Quiz on Friday 28th October, having been submitted by Steve Spencer:
“There are a few interesting buildings in Wandsworth, including Wandsworth Prison…  It is the largest prison in 
the UK, currently able to hold 1665 prisoners.  Alongside Liverpool, which is of similar size, it is one of the largest 
prisons in Western Europe.”
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Charities
CURUPAITI CHRISTMAS
JENNY BYERS

For almost every year since 1971, Mary Jean Job has run an out-
standingly successful Christmas campaign for the residents of 
the leper colony in Jacarepaguá, known as Curupaiti. In years 
gone by Jean organized Bridge teas, attended by as many as 200 
people, but she now relies on a large group of generous friends 
and benefactors to help her reach her target. This year, more 
than r$46,000 was raised, including a donation of R$5000 from 
Souza Cruz in the form of 200 sheets, towels and pillowcases.

As always, Jean uses the money she receives to buy items needed 
by the hospital and the community. This year the list included 
14 wheelchairs, 8 bathing chairs, 7 walkers, 8 blood-pressure 
monitors, among other medical supplies; 7 electric fans, 10 
electric showers, a computer, a fax machine and office supplies,  
and hundreds and hundreds of items of basic clothing (under-
wear, t-shirts, nightdresses, slippers) and items of personal hy-
giene. Toys were also sent for the children who live there with 
family members who are ill. 

The donation was officially presented to Sr. José Miranda, who 
manages the project, and Dr. Ricardo José de Almeida Souza, 
the Director, at a lovely tea at Jean’s home where the people who 
donated to the campaign could see the fruits of their generos-
ity (and of Jean’s hard work), all beautifully laid out in smart 
plastic boxes – which will also be put to good use – or festively 

Gifts for the lepers, 2011

wrapped for Christmas. Sr. Miranda was able to express the 
gratitude of the leper community and to talk to anyone inter-
ested in learning more about the work that goes on there.

In 1982 Jean was given recognition as a “Grande Benemérita dos 
Hansenianos” and she has continued to live up to that title for 
another 29 years. Jean is extremely grateful to the 100 friends 
who donated to the campaign and who, once again, so kindly 
supported her huge effort. 

It will certainly be a Merry Christmas at Curupaiti!
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LETTER FROM OZ
JACK WOODALL

The big difference between the coast of Rio and the Gold Coast 
of Australia is that when it’s noon in Rio, it’s one in the morning 
of the next day in Port Douglas – that, and everybody except 
the tourists speaks English, but with a strange accent and some 
words I hadn’t heard for years, like “having a barney” and “sche-
mozzle.”

The Gold Coast is halfway up the east coast of Australia and the 
jumping-off point for tours of the Great Barrier Reef, which is 
actually a collection of thousands of reef islands covering a sea 
area the size of the UK plus Ireland.  The main city is Cairns 
and Port Douglas is 36 miles north of it.  Port Douglas and 
Rio are both on the Tropic of Capricorn, both have miles-long 
beaches (Port Douglas’s is 4 miles versus Copa’s 2½ ), the streets 
are lined with palm trees, rainforest is a short drive inland and 
the temperature in July this year was exactly the same in both 
places.  Differences are that no building in this Down Under 
resort town can be more than 4 stories high, nothing can be 
built along the edge of the beach, so you see only trees at the 
edge of the sand (see photo), and the population is only 3,500 
compared with Rio’s 12 million!

The week we were there, all Australia was celebrating the vic-
tory of native son Cadel Evans in the cycling Tour de France, 
after 7 years of attempts and two second places – his win even 
kicked football off the back pages of the papers.  He will divide 
the 450,000 euro prize with his 9 team-mates, but keep all the 
millions he will get in endorsements for sportswear and other 
ads.  But his win was quickly overshadowed by the scare story 
that the Hendra virus had “jumped species” and infected the 
family dog at the farm where a horse had recently died of Hen-
dra virus infection; 14 horses infected with Hendra had died or 
been put down since 20th June and it had also killed 4 of the 7 
humans who had been infected by them.  The virus is spread in 
the excreta of large fruit bats, known as flying foxes, which roost 
in trees on Australian farms.  There is no vaccine for humans 
or horses, so there have been calls to exterminate the bats, in 
spite of the fact that one town has been trying that for 10 years 
and the bats always come back.  One farmer cut down his entire 
orchard so it wouldn’t attract the flying beasts, which are the 
principal pollinators of fruit trees.

On the political front, Welsh-born Australian premier Julia Gil-
lard was rapidly losing support by breaking her election pledge 
“There will be no carbon tax under the Government I lead,” and 
introducing the deeply unpopular tax which would supposedly 
reduce the country’s greenhouse gas emissions 
by 5% over the next 9 years – during which 
time China’s emissions are projected to quin-
tuple (China is opening a new coal-fired power 
generating station on average every week). On 
10th July 2011, the government announced 
publicly that the 500 largest polluters in Austra-
lia would be taxed at A$23 per tonne of carbon 
emission, effective from 1st July 2012.  Funny 
how politicians, in the UK and elsewhere, think 
it perfectly OK to break election promises on 
the grounds of expediency.

The top local Gold Coast news was that a big 
red kangaroo escaped from an animal carer’s 
place and attacked a 94-year-old lady hanging 

out the washing in her backyard, knocking her down, kicking 
and scratching her.  From her hospital bed she pleaded for a stay 
of execution for him, saying it was “all a misunderstanding.” 

Yes, we have no bananas
Conspicuously absent from Australian breakfast tables this 
year are bananas. Australia is self-sufficient in the yellow fruit, 
it neither imports nor exports them.  But the January cyclone 
this year wiped out most of Australia’s banana crop, leading to a 
5-fold rise in their price (now the equivalent of R$20 per kilo!) 
and causing an actual increase in the cost of living there.  They 
say it will be 9 months before the crop recovers. The cyclone 
also destroyed hectares of sea-grass, principal food of the sea-
cow (dugong or manatee), so that they are starving to death 
and their carcasses are being washed up on the beaches.  It also 
smashed a lot of coral on the Great Barrier Reef, as could be 
seen through the underwater windows of the submersible boats 
that take tourists along the Wall, the outer edge of the reef.  But 
what is still there is mightily impressive: huge brain corals that 
have taken hundreds of years to achieve their present size – it 
would take three people holding hands to encircle the biggest 
we saw; branched staghorns and the occasional fan coral.  Un-
fortunately, it was a cloudy day, so there were no bright colours, 
except on the occasional fish that swam close to the windows.  
A turtle flippered past, and we saw a couple of yard-long nocturnal 
reef sharks asleep on the sandy bottom, alongside 20-inch long 
fat sea cucumbers.

rainforest aborigines
Did you know that there are tribes of aborigines that live in the 
coastal Australian rainforest?  I had always thought they ex-
isted only in the howling wilderness of the outback.  But the 
aborigine guide who took our tour group along a rainforest 
trail showed us the cane-and-paperbark shelter his tribe uses 
on their annual nomadic journeys following the flowering of 
certain trees, how they removed the poison from certain berries 
and nuts to make them edible, and how they prepared hearts of 
pandanus palm and Cecropia to make flour in much the same 
tedious way that cassava is prepared by the indios in Brazil.  We 
have always wondered how many tribes-people had to suffer 
horrible stomach cramps and even die in the process of finding 
out how to render those plants safe to eat.

If you haven’t yet discovered the land of Oz, it is definitely worth 
a visit.

[I wrote this in Australia but had completely forgotten about it, 
and just rediscovered it on my laptop.  In fact, the whole of that 
wonderful trip has been wiped from my memory, only relivable 
through Mary’s photos. – Ed.]

Port Douglas beach, Queensland 
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY
Chairman grounded in 
London
BCS Chairman Jack Woodall was ex-
pecting to return to Rio at the end of No-
vember, but in spite of being cleared by 
the defibrillator lab and his physiothera-
pists, at the last moment his surgeon said 
he should not risk air travel for 6 months 
after his heart attack, i.e. early March.  
So he is in London, praying against the 
odds for a mild winter. The yew and hol-
ly berries are in great profusion this year, 
which is not a good sign.  During his ab-
sence, by a vote of the BCS Council, the 
BCS is being directed by a triumvirate, 
troika or “Gang of Three” consisting of 
the Chairman, 1st VP Robert Barclay 
and 2nd VP Noreen Smith, who consult 
by phone and e-mail.

Christmas Party
The annual BCS 
Christmas Party will 
start early, at 5pm on 
saturday, 10th De-
cember, for the conve-
nience of parents with 
young children. We’re 
having a High Tea 
Party with Christmas 

goodies and carols to sing along!  Fa-
ther Christmas will be giving out pres-
ents to all those children who have been 
good, and also join the drawing contest! 
As usual, a Giant Raffle will take place, 
and a list with prizes will be sent out 
soon. Check your e-news and spread the 
news – everyone is welcome! The party 
will be held in the Jubilee Hall behind 
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99, 
Botafogo. There is parking on the prem-
ises. Entrance will include 1 raffle ticket: 
r$20,00 members and r$35,00 non-
members. Kids up to 12 FrEE. seniors 
r$15,00. raffle tickets r$10,00.

The Whiffenpoofs
This world-famous choir of young men 
from Yale will pay a return visit to Rio 
in February, just before Carnaval.  Their 

theme song: “We’re poor little lambs, 
who have lost our way, Baa-baa-baa!”  
Well worth hearing, even postponing 
your flight from Rio for the holidays.  
They are looking for offers of accommo-
dation for a few days – please let the BCS 
office know if you can offer that for one 
or more choristers.

AMERICAN SOCIETY-RIO
Feelin’ lucky?
The American Society Rio has begun 
selling tickets for its annual, holiday sea-
son raffle drawing. And we’re thrilled to 
tell you that this year’s Grand Prize is 
not one, but two (2) separate, round-trip 
tickets to anywhere in the 48 contiguous 
United States on American Airlines, one 
of the Society’s Platinum Sponsors. Plus, 
we’re going to have not one, but two (2) 
separate silent auctions, in addition to 
all the other raffle prizes we’ll be hand-
ing over to lucky winners. One item on 
offer will be a set of boxing gloves that 
were autographed by Dolph Lundgren 
and Sylvester Stallone (a la Rocky IV). 
The other item will be a classic of rustic 
Americana, a handmade quilt. 

For those who aren’t familiar with the 
concept, a silent auction involves a sim-
ple sheet of paper with rows that start at 
the bottom with the minimum accept-
able bid, which then goes up in intervals. 
You write your name and phone number 
on any bidding row, the next bidder will 
write on a higher line, until the end of 
the bidding clock expires. Whoever has 
the highest bid at that moment wins the 
bidding and gets to take the bid item 
home with them.

All raffle ticket funds we collect will aid 
worthy charitable organizations, which 
have been selected by the American So-
ciety Rio’s Charities Committee because 
of their dedication, seriousness and 
connection to Americans or American 
institutions. In next month’s column, 
we’ll have more details about these orga-
nizations and the degree to which your 
generosity will help them when you pur-
chase raffle tickets in the coming days. 

The raffle drawing will take place on 10th 
December at our annual Holiday Egg-
nog Party (more details about which are 
available on our website at <www.ameri-
cansocietyrio.org>. Remember, you don’t 
have to be present to win!  Tickets are 
available now and will be on sale now! 
If you’d like to know where you can buy 
your chances to win, please send us an 
e-mail at <contact@americansocietyrio.
org> and we’ll make arrangements for 
you. Raffle ticket prices are: r$10 for 1, 
r$50 for 6, r$80 for 10 and r$100 for 
13. Good luck!

Due recognition
Since 1977, the American Society Rio has 
presented an annual award to a Rio resi-
dent American who has unselfishly con-
tributed time and effort for the good of 
our community. The award is named in 
honor of Ralph Greenberg, who passed 
away while serving as the Society’s presi-
dent in 1974. The selection committee is 
composed of past winners of the award 
and is chaired by Honorary Society 
Governor Marion Way, who is always 
pleased to accept recommendations for 
nominees. If you know someone you 
believe worthy of the award, please send 
an email with the name and a thumb-
nail description of the candidate’s com-
munity service to <marioanitaway@uol.
com.br>. The honoree will be announced 
at the Society’s Holiday Eggnog Party on 
10th December.

With ThE hELP, we’ll get by 
with our friends
Set aside the evening of monday, 12th 
December, so you can join fellow Amer-
ican Society Rio members, all of whom 
are cordially invited to a pre-launch 
screening of The Help, an event co-spon-
sored by the Latin American Training 
Center (LATC), The Walt Disney Com-
pany (Brasil) Ltda and Cinemas Uniban-
co. This film, already considered a strong 
candidate for Oscar nominations, was 
released in the USA in August, but will 
only arrive in Brazil in February. If you’re 
planning on attending, please email: 
events.amsoc@gmail.com so we’ll get a 

handle on how many of our friends will 
be there. There’s no charge, just gather in 
the lobby of the Cinemas Unibanco on 
Praia de Botafogo, 316 at 8:00 pm and 
get set for a most memorable cinema 
evening.

Farewell to a real mensch
It is with enormous sadness that the 
American Society Rio conveys the news 
that Gerry Goldstein, our friend, col-
league and mainstay of Rio’s American 
community for as long as most any of 
us can remember, died on Sunday, 20th 
November.  See Death Notices elsewhere 
in this issue.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
The year-end holidays are nearly upon us 
and many of us will be taking vacations 
away from Rio in the coming weeks.  So 
here’s wishing everyone the happiest – 
and safest – of holiday seasons.  If you 
travel, enjoy yourself, and come back 
safely.  We will look forward to seeing 
you again in the early part of 2012.

Those who joined the group tour to the 
Inhotim Contemporary Art Center and 
the colonial city of Sabara in Belo Hori-
zonte on 19th & 20th November were 
delighted to experience such a rare treat 
– a taste of both the very modern and 
the ancient colonial sides of Brazil, all 
in two short days!  Once again, Beatrice 
Labonne outdid herself in organizing a 
fabulous weekend trip.  She is simply the 
best!

The InC will sponsor holiday parties for 
three of our sponsored charities during 
the next two to three weeks.  These will 
be delightful (and heartwarming) events, 
and well worth your while to attend if 
you can possibly do so.  In addition, the 
InC has three new interest groups, and 
a new coordinator that we are proud to 
announce:

Book Club 
New member Lori Lewis has offered to 
head a book club for the many avid read-
ers in the club.  The details are still in the 
works, but feel free to contact Lori and 
let her know of your interest.  The first 
meeting will be coming up soon, so don’t 
delay!  Lori can be reached by email to 
<loriannlewis523@btinternet.com>.

Writers Group
Another of our recently initiated activi-
ties, the InC Writers Group is a small cri-
tique group for people who are serious 
about writing.  There is no genre require-
ment.  For more information, contact 
Jenna:  <jenna@jennapashley.com>.

Cuisine Workshops
Plans are under way to conduct a num-
ber of regular workshops designed to 
help enthusiastic cooks learn new reci-
pes from our members from around 
the world. Christa will organize the first 
meeting, shortly after the New Year be-
gins.  Don’t hesitate – contact Christa 
by sending an email to <membership@
incrio.org.br>.

Tennis
We are pleased to announce that Clau-
dia Ramon has agreed to coordinate our 
tennis players’ group.  Claudia will help 
arrange games, assist newcomers in find-
ing partners, and join in for games (of 
course).  You can reach Claudia by email 
at <claudiaramon@hotmail.com>.  

Again, wishing all the best of the season 
to each and every one of you.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
2011 has been an excellent year for us 
with well-attended events, all leading up 
to the 25th iain macPhail Band anni-
versary Caledonian Ball. We’re looking 
forward to the formation of regular Scot-
tish Country Dance sessions for those 
folk with young families out in Barra in 
2012, to follow up on the very success-
ful Young Scottish Dancing event held in 
the Jubilee Hall with the Iain MacPhail 
band in October. Many thanks to com-
mittee members Audrey Hieatt, Robin 
and Fiona Brown, Susan Reid, Suzan 
Carter, Philip Healey, Ana Campbell and 
Cristina Nogueira; Philip Carruthers and 
the Copacabana Palace Hotel staff, Nick 
Walker, Rob McInnes, Robert Shinfield, 
Russell Ritchie, Duncan Frew and the 
Macae Oilmen for their continued sup-
port; Clare Wright for gathering up the 
youngsters; Bade & Leticia, Vagner, Mu-
niz, Morven and the Petropolis dancers; 
Colin Pritchard and the São Paulo pipe 
band – and everybody else who joined 
in to make 2011 such a memorable year. 

INC members taking a break under a centuries old 
tamboril tree, during the exhilarating visit to Inho-
tim Art Park. They are sitting on a 7m-long bench 
carved by Brazilian artist Hugo França into pequi 
vinagreiro wood. Photo by Marc Baudoin

Sabará - MG

The Whiffenpoofs



98

and mince pies; they disappear from the 
shelves very quickly.   

Our sincere thanks to all of you who 
have so kindly sent along donations in 
response to our appeals.  Unfortunately, 
we are unable to send out individual let-
ters of thanks as in most cases there is 
no mention of the sender’s name. We 
look forward to informing you the re-
sults of the Bazaar in the January issue 
of The Umbrella. Meanwhile, from all of 
us at the WDA, best wishes for a VErY 
haPPY ChrisTmas.
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A special Christmas greeting, also, to 
Dora Sady, who gave us all a bit of a scare 
recently, but is back on her feet again.
 
Scotland’s Secretary of State, Michael 
Moore, and a delegation from the Scot-
tish Council for Development and In-
dustry visited Rio at the end of Novem-
ber. More about their visit on the SAS 
website <www.standrewrio.com.br>. 
  
We’re looking for Scottish-linked compa-
nies which would like to join the ranks of 
IRM Services, the Macae Oilmen’s Golf 
Association, TSC Offshore, Rig Project 
Solutions, York Asset Management, the 
Reel Group and the Copacabana Palace 
Hotel, to help us to help others. 

After the Ball, to members and friends 
alike, St Andrew Society wishes the very 
best for a Happy Christmas and a right 
prosperous Guid New Year tae a’…

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
One of the most glittering events in the 
Rio Social Calendar has come and gone.  
Of course, I am referring to the Royal 
British Legion Annual Gala Poppy Ball 

Iain MacPhail  and Jimmy Frew at the 
Copacabana Palace 

WDA Ladies

Denys Kisch-Walters & trumpeter Alison Spooner.

held on the 4th November in the Golden 
Room of the world famous Copacabana 
Palace Hotel. This year the Legion is cel-
ebrating its 90th Anniversary, which pro-
vided the theme for the evening, graced by 
the presence of our Consul-General, Paula 
Walsh. Once again the Events Committee 
crafted and delivered a social event to the 
highest standard of exquisite presenta-
tion, complemented by first class service 
from the Copacabana Palace. Besides the 
90th anniversary of the RBL, this year also 
marks the 95th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Somme, a horrendous episode in 
the First World War that gave rise to the 
Legion itself, and the terrible conditions 
endured at the time were remembered in 
remarkable film clips of the period.

The evening passed quickly and soon it 
was time to hold the Raffle, remember 
our sponsors and demonstrate our skills, 
or lack of them, on the dance floor, to the 
irresistible attraction of The Midnight 
Hour Band, before a warmer for the 
journey and Carriages in the early hours, 
well satisfied with the splendid occasion.
Naturally the Branch President and 
Committee Members would like to place 
on record their sincerest thanks to all 
those who contributed to this fund rais-
ing opportunity through purchasing 
Ball and Raffle Tickets, Poppies, and by 
Donations, particularly our Corporate 
sponsors: BP, Cachaça Leblon, Cultura 
inglesa, the Copacabana Palace hotel, 
Global index, rolls royce, Wellstream 
and a number of private donors who 
wish to remain anonymous.

raffle winners
Those lucky with the Raffle were:
Airline Ticket Rio-London-Rio: 0002 
Jenny Lindsay

A Little Gem (Courtesy of Mr. Neville 
Thorley): 0672 - Robert Barclay
Beauty Session (Courtesy of Ms. Judi 
Newsam): 0403 - Rafael 
Dinner for Two, Cipriani Restaurant: 
0582 - Astrid
Dinner for Two , Pérgula Restaurant: 0562 
- PMG
Lunch for Two, Eça: 0643 - Clare Wright
5 Luxury Hampers, Casa Granado: 
0752 - Bernardo Correia
0528 - No Name
0269 - Fernanda - Guy Carp
0221 - John Harris
0658 - John Fleming
Poppies on Porcelain, by Mary Janot Löf-
gren: 0263 - Rafael - Guy Carp

remembrance service

Two days later the mood changed, but 
was no less uplifting, as the Branch 
held its Remembrance Service at Christ 
Church. The Reverend Canon John 
Saunders, in a short but welcome re-
turn to Rio, provided an inspiring and 
thought provoking sermon, recalling 
his apparent wartime experience, from 
what he was told he hastened to add and, 
whilst acknowledging the inspirational 
acts of bravery that happen in warfare 
reminded us that ‘war is a bloody busi-
ness’. Inspirational too was the presence 
of Veterans and representatives parad-
ing their Standards, for which we thank 
them, as this adds so much to the Ser-
vice, and also to the Band of the Fuz-
ileiros Navais who provided the military 
emphasis, as did the Defence Attaché at 
both the Ball and Service.

Although we do not particularly single 
out individuals it is perhaps fitting to 
note three absentees this year.  They 
were, of course, Audrey Mason (RIP), 
her husband, past President John, who 
felt not quite up to it this year, and Jack 
Woodall, BCS Chairman, to whom 
we wish a speedy recovery and thanks 
for his kind letter of support.  Prior to 
Grace on the Friday the Reverend Canon Poppy Ball

John Saunders reminded us of others he 
missed from his last time in Rio and we 
recall those other RBL members whose 
obituaries appeared this year. We also 
thank Robert Hartley for decorating the 
Church, Carole  Lees and others for at-
tending to the details of the Service and
refreshments for the Fuzileiros  Navais, 
Alison Spooner for the trumpet so-
los, and Dee Heygate for a splendid Pop-
py collection on both occasions.

Finally, just to say the work of the Branch 
continues and therefore we would be 
most grateful if existing members renew 
their membership for next year, which 
was kept at R$70.  Payment can be made 
to BCS (RBL) Bradesco, Ag. 0213, Conta 
072885-3, CNPJ 33.716.572/0001-20.  
We do, of course, welcome any new 
members who wish to join in this valu-
able work and Membership Secretary 
Judi Newsam can provide full details of 
how to join (<judi.newsam@guycarp.
com> – or see BCS Yearbook). 

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION
The WDA Christmas Bazaar was due 
to take place on saturday 3rd De-
cember. Your copy of The Umbrella 
may arrive after the event has taken 
place and if so, we do hope you were 
able to attend.  

This time of the year is always very 
hectic for the ladies of the WDA who 
deal with all the last minute prepara-
tions for the Bazaar.  Wrapping up the 
Christmas cakes/puddings and the 
mince pies; finishing the work on the 
Christmas crackers; sorting out items 
for the White Elephant and Handi-
craft stalls and for the Swiss Lottery. 
The ladies in the kitchen in particular, 
work extremely hard to produce suffi-
cient quantities of marmalades, jams, 
pickles and chutneys for sale at the 
Bazaar plus all the Christmas goodies.  
We hope you managed to arrive early 
enough to get your cakes, puddings 

AroundRio
Gerard moss, mBE

Deborah Coulson (née Marvin) was in 
London on 18th November and attended 
a party to celebrate Gerard moss’s mBE, 
which he received in the June Birthday 
Honours.  Besides his wife margi, Jonathan 
shearer, ivo Dawnay, Willie and mandy 
Dobson (Defence Attaché till February 
this year), annie armandias, Edward and 
Charlotte Farquharson, hylton murray-
Phillipson, David and mimi Clark, were 
there too.  Most are long gone from Rio, but 
someone might remember them! 

Gérard Moss received the MBE for 
services to the environment in Brazil. 
Through the Flying rivers Project, 
sponsored by Petrobras under the Petro-
bras Environmental Program since 2003, 
he provided research data on how the 
Brazilian climate is influenced by “flying 
rivers”, airstreams that cross the Amazon 
rainforest carrying water vapour to other 
Brazilian regions.

An environmental explorer, pilot and 

engineer, Mr. Moss was born in Eng-
land but took Brazilian citizenship two 
decades ago. In Brazil, he has dedicated 
all his efforts to promoting the preserva-
tion and the rational use of water. “I’m 
very surprised and honored to have been 
named for the MBE. However, I am fully 
aware that this recognition is thanks 
not only to the work I did in collabora-
tion with several Brazilian scientists in 
the Waters of Brazil and Flying Rivers 
projects, but also to the trust of those in 
charge of the Petrobras Environmental 
Program,” said Moss.

The project involves an aerial expedition 
that follows the “flying rivers,” collecting 
water vapour to research how deforesta-
tion can affect the weather and change 
the water cycle.  In an unprecedented 
initiative, Gérard Moss used a balloon 
to fly over the forest canopy, degraded 
areas and agricultural regions to collect 
samples. 

New Consul General of Canada
There is a new Consul General of Canada 
in Rio.  His name is Sanjeev Chowdhury, 
and he arrived here a few weeks ago.  San-
jeev Chowdhury (BComm, Saint Mary’s 
University, 1990; MBA [International 
Management], Thunderbird, American 
Graduate School of International Man-
agement, 1991) joined the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade in 1995 as an officer with the G-7 

S u m m i t . 
B e t w e e n 
1995 and 
1997, he 
worked in 
the Parlia-
mentary Re-
lations Divi-
sion, then in 
the Media 
R e l a t i o n s 
D i v i s i o n . 
He then accepted an assignment as assis-
tant trade commissioner in Mumbai. He 
returned to Ottawa in 2000 to become a 
financial analyst. From 2001 to 2002, he 
served as press secretary to the minister 
of foreign affairs. From 2002 to 2003, he 
was director of operations to the deputy 
prime minister and minister of finance 
at the Privy Council Office. From 2003 
to 2006, he served as consul general in 
Ho Chi Minh City. During this time, 
he had two short assignments as acting 
high commissioner to Sri Lanka and 
as acting consul general in Mumbai. In 
2006, he returned to Ottawa to become 
deputy chief of protocol. Between 2007 
and 2008, he held two director positions 
related to Canada’s role in Afghanistan, 
then became director of operations on 
the Afghanistan Task Force at the Privy 
Council Office. In 2009, he became di-
rector general of programs at the Sum-
mits Management Office. Mr. Chowd-
hury succeeds Charles Larabie.
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fered to host him for 6 months in England for an immersion 
language experience.  So we met him also.  He is a person-
able young man, a Christian, and works with a group of 
volunteers called the Street Angels.  Watford has a serious 
problem with weekend drunkenness, and the Angels staff 
an aid post every Friday and Saturday night until 4 in the 
morning, to help drunks or drug abusers who have lost their 
mates, or their wallets, to sober up, and the Angels pay their 
taxi fare home.  The previous Friday, Lucas and a colleague 
helped a young man who had been drinking for two weeks 
straight after losing his girlfriend in a car crash.  Since the 
Street Angels have been in existence, crime in Watford has 
fallen by 35%.

urban retreat
Not long ago, a citizen of Watford had a vision which led 
him to turn the top floor of his town centre property into a 
Christian retreat house for prayer.  The Urban Retreat is a 
space in Watford designed for personal time with God. Cre-
ated to be an easily accessible oasis, aside from the demands 
of daily life, it is a place for individuals to come and find 
rest, rebalancing and refreshing.  It is reached by four flights 
of steep stairs between bright lemon yellow walls, with wel-
coming decorated, cushioned  benches on the landings for 
resting on the way up.  On entering the retreat you remove 
your shoes and speak in a hushed voice.  There is a series of 
brightly decorated rooms for individual or group prayer, in-
cluding a larger one for prayer circles with a large road map 
of Watford covering the floor from wall to wall.  There are 
facilities for listening to CDs on headphones and for mak-
ing coffee. 
 
There is also a surprising roof garden, with an expansive 
deck and gravel patches lined with young trees in large tubs, 
some of them budding in the unseasonably warm Novem-
ber weather.  In the centre is a small fountain with a bronze 
plaque inscribed with the verse from Scripture about Jesus 
being the “living water”, and nearby a Victorian street lamp 
with another plaque on which is written, what else? – “I am 
the light of the world.”  In a corner stands a little hut with 
big windows, just big enough to hold a blanket-piled out-
door type lounge chair, with a beanbag next to it and – a 
thoughtful touch – a box of tissues at hand.  From this roof 
garden, Rev. Stuart pointed to the tallest building in Watford 
nearby, higher than any of the church steeples, belonging to 
the YMCA, and crowned with a cross.  “Christ is watching 
over Watford,” he said.  The Urban Retreat is membership-
based, open Monday to Friday, 9.30am – 5.30pm. Member-
ship is available to those with a significant connection with 
Watford who desire to come and meet with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It costs just £10 for one year.

London Letter

SURPRISING WATFORD ILETTERS
JACK WOODALL

Watford sits at the top of the London Overground from 
Euston, as far northwest of London as you can go and still 
be in London.  We visited Rev Stuart Broughton, our much 
appreciated locum chaplain of Christ Church for 8 months 
this year, and his wife Kathryn in their new home there on 
2nd November.  They told us some surprising things about 
their new home town. 

music
Watford has the Colosseum, an ugly brown building in 
the city centre but boasting an auditorium which attracts 
big names in music and theatre.  The Colosseum has been 
used to record the Lord of the Rings, the Sound of Music, 
and the Star Wars Trilogies, and is internationally famous 
for its exceptional acoustic qualities.  Among many famous 
classical recordings made there is Julian Lloyd Webber’s 
performance of Elgar’s Cello Concerto, conducted by Yehu-
di Menuhin.  It has also housed performances from world 
renowned performers such as The Who, Robbie Williams 
and Oasis.  It is regularly used to host concerts by the BBC 
Concert Orchestra, in particular the long running Friday 
Night is Music Night. Laura, Austin and Amy from the X-
Factor have also performed there. There is a concert ev-
ery Tuesday at either the Colosseum, the Town Hall or the 
Purcell School of Music.

Churches
There are 46 churches in Watford, ranging from Seventh 
Day Adventists through every shade of Anglican to evan-
gelical Protestant -- including a Brazilian church (Pente-
costal) – whose priests and pastors all meet together in an 
ecumenical Chaplaincy that permeates every corner of the 
city.  The Town Hall has its chaplain, the schools, includ-
ing the well-regarded St Margaret’s girls school, also the po-
lice and the Market.  There are Community Chaplains and 
Street chaplains and others on night duty to help the police; 
the Tudor Street Surgery and John Lewis stores each have a 
chaplain.

Last May, members of a church in Watford played host to 
two Brazilian girls rescued from the streets of Belo Hori-
zonte.  Pamela Oliveira, 12 and Daniela Paula Santos, 14, 
discussed their battles with class A drugs, police torment 
and street boys as they recalled their life on the streets prior 
to being rescued by the meninadança project, a charity 
founded in 1999 by 27-year-old charity worker/writer Matt 
Roper, set up to reach out to the street girls of Brazil.  Sup-
ported by the registered charity Signpost International, the 
project has to date successfully converted the lives of more 
than 50 young girls previously subjected to the misery and 
despair of life on the streets.  As its name suggests, the proj-
ect uses the concept of dance as a therapeutic tool to assist 
in the rehabilitation process of each individual.  Matt Roper 
has published a book, Street Girls, about the project.

street angels
 Before they left Rio, the Broughtons met a young 4th year 
law student, a carioca named Lucas, who wanted to improve 
his English.  Since Kathryn is an English teacher, she of-

Watford Colosseum 

Young scottish Dancing
My wife and I attended the Young Scottish 
Dancing event in the Jubilee Hall on 8th Oc-
tober.  Audrey is on the SAS committee and 
was helping with the dancing. It was very 
well attended – around 150 people, includ-
ing children. And it wasn’t free.  It was a joint 
BCS/SAS event, with the Iain MacPhail Band. 
However, apart from ourselves and Clare 
Wright, who organized it, there was nobody 
there from the BCS, although Gaynor and 
Monica helped Clare with preparations. The 
SAS committee were there.

The people who came were almost all young 
British couples from Barra and their chil-
dren. They were all new faces to us.  I think 
it is a great opportunity to attract new mem-
bers, both to the BCS and to the church. Most 
of them had never been to RG99 before.

Clare did a wonderful job, helped by a group 
of supporters who made shepherds pie and 
helped in the bar etc. The SAS dancers and 
the Petropolis group demonstrated and 
helped with the dancing.  Ana and Bia were 
on duty, and did a great job assisting and 
clearing up.

However, there was nobody there from the 
BCS representing the properties, nobody to 
advise on lighting, power supply, etc. The 
BCS membership and council were simply 
‘absent’ from a joint event – with a huge BCS 
banner flying over the stage!

It was also a great opportunity for the church 
and the BCS to make people aware of activi-
ties, church services etc. This could be done 
with leaflets. I believe these events should in-
clude a ‘membership person’ from the societ-

ies, not to make a big deal out of it, but at least 
to make information available to newcomers.  
I chatted to a few people about the BCS, and 
it seems that more social events would attract 
more people.  Nobody really knows what the 
BCS does! For that you need an active social 
committee – not just one person, but a group, 
like the people who organized this enjoyable 
event.

These people of course don’t get the Um-
brella, so a wider distribution would help, 
especially through the website, which thanks 
to the postal strike is more accessible at the 
moment.

- Chris Hieatt
[Mônica Mendes from the BCS Office was 
there to give advice on questions about the 
Hall. – Ed.]

Death Notices
David maby
David Maby died on 23rd November, in London.  He and his wife Jeanie lived in Rio for many years and both their children at-
tended the British School 

Gerry Goldstein
It is with enormous sadness that the American Society Rio conveys the news that Gerry Goldstein, our friend, colleague and 
mainstay of Rio’s American community for as long as most any of us can remember, died on Sunday, 20th November.  On Monday, 
21st November, a memorial service took place in Queens, New York, where he had been convalescing following complications 
from heart valve surgery, which he had almost two years ago. As Gerry had so many friends in Brazil, Israel, the US and beyond, 
the family made arrangements for that service to be live webcast. The archive is available for on-demand viewing by using the fol-
lowing URL: <http://GeraldGoldstein10156.SINAICHAPELS.ezwebcast.com/login/user/user818917/password/f4e1bb738af89da8af-
f55193c464453f>.

As Gerry’s passing took place so close to the press deadline for this edition, time was not available for us to put together a fitting 
tribute. It will appear in The Umbrella’s January 2012 edition.  In the meantime, to Gerry’s family and friends:

“Ha’makom yenahem etkhem betokh she’ar avelei Tziyonvi’ Yerushalayim.”

(May God console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.)
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Sports

GRAND PRIX MOTOR RACING IN BRAZIL 
The ‘Circuito da Gávea’
CHRIS HIEATT

The last of this season’s Formula One races was the Brazil-
ian Grand Prix, which took place at Interlagos in São Paulo 
on 27th November. A Brazilian Grand Prix was first held at 
Interlagos in 1972, and in 1978 moved to Jacarepaguá in Rio 
de Janeiro, briefly returning to São Paulo for the next two 
seasons before returning to Rio in 1981, due to safety con-
cerns with the 5-mile Interlagos circuit. In 1990 the Grand 
Prix returned to a shortened Interlagos, where it has stayed 
ever since. 

Motor racing started in France, and the first race, organized 
by Le Petit Journal, a Parisian newspaper, took place on 
22nd July 1894. It was run over an eighty mile (128 km) 
course between Paris and Rouen. Count Jules-Albert de 
Dion was first into Rouen after 6 hours and 48 minutes at 
an average speed of 19 km/h (12 mph). Compare that to 
today’s Formula One cars which are considered to be the 
fastest circuit-racing cars in the world, owing to very high 
cornering speeds achieved through the generation of large 
amounts of aerodynamic downforce. Formula One cars race 
at speeds of up to 360 km/h (220 mph).

In South America, apart from a few privately held races at 
the end of the 19th century, official racing started in 1906, 
with a race organized by the Automobile Club of Argentina 
from Buenos Aires to El Tigre and back. In Brazil, the first 
official race, organized by the Automóvel Club de São Paulo 
– took place on 26th July 1908, in Itapecerica da Serra - São 
Paulo, the winner being Sylvio Álvares Penteado, driving a 
40hp Fiat.      

The borough of Gávea in Rio is today best known as the home 
of the PUC University campus, Parque da Cidade, the first 
Shopping Mall in Rio, ‘Baixo Gavea’ where the chope flows 
and the streets are jammed certain nights of the week, and 
for being near the Jockey Club, Jardim Botanico and the Fla-
mengo Football Club. Things were different back in the 30s, 
when the streets of Gávea were more likely to be jammed with 
motor racing fans. From 1933 to 1954, racecars (nicknamed 
in those days as ‘baratinhas’) from famous ‘scuderias’ such as 
Maserati, Ford, Alfa Romeo, Bugatti, Allard and even Ferrari 
raced around the Circuito da Gavea, where the Grand Prix 
was held 16 times, revealing drivers such as Chico Landi, 
Manuel de Teffé and Pinheiro Pires, and also attracting for-
eign drivers – in particular Juan Manuel Fangio, who raced 
in 1952, soon after his first Formula One title, but was beaten 
by Landi.                                          

Circuito da Gávea
The first races were held on the Gávea circuit in the early 1930s, 
some years after manufacturers such as Ford and General Mo-
tors started up in Brazil, and competitions became more com-
mon. Manuel de Teffé, a Brazilian driver who had had some 
success in Europe, returned to Brazil with the idea of starting 
motor races here of international interest. His idea was taken to 
President Getúlio Vargas, who promised to support the sport. 
In 1933, the Automóvel Club do Brasil (ACB) organized the 
“1st Rio de Janeiro Grand Prix “, on Sunday 1st October, over 
the Circuito da Gávea. The ACB then applied to the Interna-
tional Automobile Federation for the right to host a race as 

part of the Federation’s official calendar. The application was 
accepted, and the Rio Grand Prix, raced over the Circuito da 
Gávea, became official. 

The Gávea circuit consisted of over 11 kilometers of various 
types of road surface – asphalt, concrete, cobbles and sand 
– with inclines and descents and over 100 curves in its route 
around the Pedra da Gávea. The start and finish were in the 
Rua Marquês de São Vicente, in those days a cobbled street 
with tram tracks. The circuit then followed Avenidas Bar-
tolomeu Mitre, Visconde de Albuquerque, Niemeyer and Es-
trada da Gávea, which today runs through Rocinha. The cars 
climbed to the top, and then descended back down the Rua 
Marquês de São Vicente to the finish. The route was fraught 
with danger, with none of the safety features so common today, 
and it soon earned the nickname Trampolim do Diabo (Devil’s 
Springboard), with cars attaining speeds as high as 250km/h.
 
The 1936 race attracted some of the European heavyweights. 
The Ferrari Scuderia, which at the time was the competitions 
division of Alfa Romeo, sent two of its B-team drivers to Rio –
Carlo Pintacuda and Attilio Marinoni. Also driving in the race 
was French female driver Hellé-Nice, who caused an uproar 
by posing for photos in a two-piece bikini – and smoking – on 
Copacabana beach. She didn’t finish the race and in the fol-
lowing month suffered a serious accident racing in São Paulo, 
prematurely ending her driving career.

The Italians with their Ferrari were also unlucky, and had 
to abandon the race with a broken differential, giving first 
place to Argentine Vittorio Coppoli. Carlo Pintacuda didn’t 
give up on the Gavea race, and came back to win the fol-
lowing two years. In 1937 his car was an Alfa 8C 35 with 
a blown 3800cc engine. His rival was Hans von Stuck who 
drove a more powerful Auto Union. The German car had 
100 hp over the Alfa and Pintacuda could only hope that the 
wet track would be to his advantage. The race started under 
heavy rain and von Stuck took the lead, but on the second 
lap, Pintacuda passed him and at half-way he was still lead-
ing by 18 seconds. When the Auto Union passed him again, 
Pintacuda decided to keep behind the German and pass him 
on the last lap on a stretch where the Italian car had better 
acceleration due its lower weight. However, four laps from 
the end, von Stuck had to go to the pits for refueling and 

Old Leblon Hotel at the start of the Av. Niemeyer.

Sports
Pintacuda was once again in the lead, having set a new lap 
record of 7 minutes 10 seconds. If he made a pit-stop, Pinta-
cuda would lose the lead, so he had to drive carefully. When 
he was 2km from the checkered flag, at 200 km/h, the Alfa 
ran out of petrol! Already over the top, Pintacuda managed 
to coast down the Marquês de São Vicente to finish in first 
place, with von Stuck four seconds behind.

Driving along the Avenida Niemeyer today it is hard to 
imagine it as a race track, especially for Grand Prix racing. 
There were serious accidents in those early races, with cars 
crashing into the Av. Visconde de Albuquerque canal, but 
there is no record of anyone flying off the cliffs along the 
Niemeyer. One of the relics of those times is the Gruta da 
Imprensa, where the press would gather on race days. It is 
towards the Leblon end of the road, a platform built over the 
Viaduto Rei Alberto, named for the King of Belgium’s visit 
to Brazil in 1920. Avenida Niemeyer – named after Comen-
dador Conrado Jacob de Niemeyer (not the Niemeyer you 
would imagine), was built by Engineer Paulo de Frontin, 
and was inaugurated in October 1916, with major improve-
ments to the curves and surface for the royal visit in 1920. 
Interestingly enough, the original plan, dating from 1891, 
was to build a railway along this route, linking Botafogo to 
Angra dos Reis; 800 meters were built but the project was 
abandoned in 1913. 

Since then a series of crack Brazilian drivers has kept Bra-
zil in the headlines of Formula One racing. The Interlagos 
track in São Paulo is named after one of them, José Car-

Bugatti AVA, raced in the 1936 Circuito da Gavea

los Pace, who won the Brazilian GP in 1975, but was un-
fortunately killed in a plane crash in 1977. The Rio track 
was named after Nelson Piquet, but this area is now being 
converted into an Olympic Park, and the race-track will be 
re-built in Deodoro. There are 30 names on the list of Bra-
zilian drivers who have participated in Formula One or FIA 
World Championship races, but the best known are Chico 
Landi, Emerson Fittipaldi, Carlos Pace, Nelson Piquet, Ayr-
ton Senna, Felipe Massa, and Rubens Barrichello. Younger 
members of the Fittipaldi, Piquet and Senna families are 
racing today. Maybe you followed the Brazilian Grand Prix 
in November – the Interlagos circuit is claimed to be one of 
the most exciting in the world.  
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THEATRE

EWA PROCTER

A AURORA DA MINHA VIDA – UM 
MUSICAL BRASILEIRO

A Aurora da Minha Vida by Naum Alves de 
Souza is not a new play: in fact, it is thirty 
years old! But not in this new version, its ad-
aptation into a musical: this one is brand new.

In its straight version, A Aurora da Minha 
Vida is one of the plays that reached a record 
in different productions all over Brazil, both 
by professional and by amateur groups. Af-
ter its first staging, directed by the author in 
1981, he repeated the same success in 1984 
and in 2004.

This play is also part of one of the most solid 
blocks of Brazilian drama in the 1980s, the 
one dedicated to memory lane. In the pres-
ent adaptation process, the author kept some 
of the scenes of his original text and rewrote 
others, turned spoken words into songs, and 
created original lyrics for his play, although 
maintaining both in the text and in the stag-
ing the characteristics which brought the 
traditional Aurora its success with both audi-
ence and critics, ever since it was presented 
for the first time.
 
The play follows a group of students in a tra-
ditional school, from their first year till the 
end of high school. The archetypal charac-
ters reveal common classroom figures of 
all times, and the conditioning that justifies 
their conduct. 

The surprise of this musical is because the 
original scores by Marcos Leite and Roberto 
Gnattali – finalized by the latter – were re-
trieved, together with the unpublished lyr-
ics by Naum Alves de Souza. Naum himself 
turned his own play into a musical where one 
hears mostly Brazilian popular music. How-
ever, the composers added other rhythms, 
such as a tango and the re-creation of the op-
eretta universe. The religious hymns, part of 
the original version, were kept in the musical, 
as well as the Brazilian poem on childhood 
that gives the name to the play. Four musi-
cians with varied instruments play live all the 
songs in this musical.

Under the direction of the author, eight ac-
tors and actresses who are also singers alter-
nate in all the parts – this has not to do with 
cutting expenses, the original play was writ-
ten this way! They sing a total of thirty songs, 
composed specially for this musical.  No one 
in the cast has a name. The school hierarchy 
is designated by their respective jobs: Princi-
pal, Priest, English Teacher, Nun, and so on. 
The students become known by nicknames: 

the Quiet One, the Fat One, the Orphan, the 
Twins, the Stupid One, etc. At the beginning, 
the audience is presented to these “types”, 
but as the action moves on, the characters 
start to acquire more defined psychological 
contours that turn them into individuals. 
Both in this version and in the original play, 
the classroom is a microcosm of the reality 
outside the school walls; and it reproduces 
the hierarchic system, as well as the same re-
strictions and the same discriminations. The 
teaching is demanding. There is no room for 
fooling around: it is all something that was, 
and is even these days, considered by many 
people as the best way for educating the 
young. Everything is done through rules and 
examples – even if many times these are not 
to be taken seriously at all!  I quote Edmund 
Burke (1728-1797) when he said: “Example 
is the school of mankind, and they will learn 
at no other”.

Going back to the show: it would be unfair 
to say that any one of the performers is out-
standing. They play as an ensemble, and may 
suddenly call attention in one specific role. 
What is outstanding, however, is the set (by 
Celina Richers) that brings atmosphere to the 
classroom, and Aurélio de Simoni’s lighting.
 
In the past, the first A Aurora da Minha Vida 
also traveled abroad, when it was translated 
and staged in Paraguay, Uruguay, Portugal 
and Argentina. It also had a French version, 
presented in Montreal, Canada. 

A Aurora da Minha Vida is playing at the 
Teatro SESC Ginástico, on Av. Graça Ara-
nha, 187, in downtown Rio de Janeiro. The 
performances take place from Thursday to 
sunday, at 7:00pm. The excellent prices for 
the tickets are R$ 20,00 (R$10,00 for students 
and senior citizens). The show lasts for two 

hours, and will be playing until the 29th Jan-
uary, 2012 (with a Christmas and New Year 
break from 18th December until 5th January, 
2012). There is no formal parking at the door 
of the theatre, just car spaces on the street. 
The metro (Carioca Station) is two blocks 
away. There are plenty of taxis when the per-
formance ends. 

Microscópera Carioca
I will mention another musical – quite dif-
ferent from Aurora. It is called Microscópera 
Carioca and – while I am writing this article 
– it is playing at Teatro SESI (Avenida Graça 
Aranha, 1 – in downtown Rio de Janeiro). 
Tickets are sold for R$ 40,00 (R$ 20,00 for 
students and senior citizens). Unfortunately, 
its short run finished on the 27th Novem-
ber so, unless they move to another theatre 
in 2012, there would be no time for me to 
tell you more about it. However, on the 6th 
& 13th December, there will be two extra 
performances. If you are a fan of both Rio de 
Janeiro and opera, you can have the two of 
them in a single show!

There is another interesting musical show 
called 4 Faces do Amor that plays Mondays 
and Tuesdays at the Teatro da Artes (Shop-
ping da Gávea). Tickets are sold at R$ 50,00 
(R$ 25,00 for students and senior citizens). 
There is paid parking inside the Shopping. 
Although scheduled to play until only 21st 
November, a little bird told me there are plans 
to stretch the run until March… 

[Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre 
translator, and a Board Member of the Insti-
tuto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.]
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Nature

[The leylandii plague is Britain’s own fault.  The two cypress spe-
cies grow naturally in the USA, one in California and the other in 
Alaska, so they would never meet in nature.  In 1845 both species 
were planted on an estate in Powys, Wales,  and in 1888 they in-
terbred, producing a hybrid that nobody knows how long it will go 
on growing or how tall it will get – the tallest is 130 feet and still 
growing, bidding fair to beat out the California redwoods in both 
height and age. In 2005 in Britain an estimated 17,000 people 
were in legal disputes over high hedges, which have led to violence 
and murder; in 2001, retired Environment Agency officer Llandis 
Burdon, 57, was shot dead after an alleged dispute over a leylan-
dii hedge in Talybont-on-Usk, Powys.  – Ed.]

There are 58 million leylandii trees in the UK and counting. 
Garden centres add to the population, selling a further 300,000 
each year. So someone must like them. And yet hedge Wars 
(BBC1) could find just two: the curator of the National Pine-
tum in Bedgebury – let’s face it, the leylandii would be in deep 
trouble if he had it in for them: it would be like being disowned 
by your dad – and a pot-bellied, middle-aged naturist from 
Keighley who likes to wander naked round his garden without 
frightening either the sheep or his neighbours.

No one else could stand them. Certainly not the garden cen-
tre owner who cheerfully admitted doing good business out of 
them though she wouldn’t be caught dead with one near her own 
home; and certainly not the homeowners whose daylight hours 

are spent in near darkness 
under their shadow. Ley-
landii are the trees we all 
love to hate. And justifiably 
so, because while the more 
suitable habitat for a tree 
that grows at least one me-
tre a year is a forest in the 
middle of nowhere, most 
of them appear to have 
been planted as hedges in 
suburban gardens.

Hedge Wars – why didn’t 
they call it Hedge Rows? – 
started off as if it were go-
ing to be the bog-standard 
ne ig hb ours- f rom-hel l 
documentary that turns up 
at least once a week some-
where in the schedules. 
We stood in a blacked-out 
north London garden with a couple whose neighbour had al-
lowed his leylandii to grow to 15m in a bizarre homage to his late 
mother-in-law. But then something rather wonderful happened. 
Just as the couple were saying how miserable their lives were, a 
bloke with a chainsaw turned up out of the blue to let the sun in.

The rest of the film took a similarly unexpected turn as several 
owners of the leylandii agreed the trees were making their own 
lives just as miserable as that of their neighbours. Their problem 
was that they couldn’t afford the £750 it costs to have them re-
moved. One organisation that definitely does have the money to 
get rid of a few trees is the Diocese of Durham, but the bishop’s 
men were surprisingly reluctant to improve the lot of dozens 
of its flock by taking a chainsaw to the vicarage garden. I can’t 
believe even God loves leylandii that much.

[Review of a BBC TV-1 documentary by Executive Producer Nick 
O’Dwyer, broadcast 27th September 2011]

HEDGE ROWS: THE HEDGE THEY LOVE TO HATE

Nutty Animal Laws USA (2)

Louisiana
You may not tie an alligator to a fire 
hydrant.

New hampshire
Any cattle [sic] that crosses state roads 
must be fitted with a device to gather its 
feces. 

michigan
It is illegal to kill a dog using a decom-
pression chamber.
It is illegal to paint sparrows to sell them 
as parakeets.

minnesota
The land of 10,000 lakes declares mos-
quitos a public nuisance. 
A person may not cross state lines with 
a duck atop his head. 
Citizens may not enter Wisconsin with 
a chicken on their head. 
You’re not allowed to park your elephant 
on Main Street.

missouri
Worrying squirrels will not be tolerated. 
[They had better not worry me! – Ed.]
It shall be unlawful to provide beer or 
other intoxicants to elephants.

massachusetts
No gorilla is allowed in the back seat of 
any car.

montana
It is illegal to have a sheep in the cab of 
your truck without a chaperone. 
One may not pretend to abuse an animal 
in the presence of a minor.
No person shall raise pet rats.
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HENRY ADLER

THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
AND TURKEY

We all know the delicious connection be-
tween Turkey and Christmas but what’s the 
truth behind it? Read on to find out …

It all began with, of course, St Nicholas, who 
was born in the second half of the 3rd Cen-
tury A.D. He was beatified after his death and 
over the course of centuries became one of 
the most popular Saints of many European 
countries as well as Tsarist Russia. 

St. Nicholas is specially honoured in Germa-
ny, particularly the region around Freiburg, 
and in Italy, particularly around Bari, Naples 
and the island of Sicily. He’s better known 
as Santa Claus in English and Dutch and 
through their colonial exploits, not to men-
tion zeal, became well known and loved in 
the United States so much so that he’s the 
saintly protector of New York.

The tradition of Santa Claus in Northern 
Europe – the one where he brings the chil-
dren joy and protects them – has been united 
with the St. Nicholas belief and created a 
semi-religious and very popular legendary 
figure. That Santa Claus travels around by a 
reindeer-powered sledge shows the origin of 
the ancient belief to have been in Northern 
Europe – today’s Scandinavia where reindeer 
are still common and a way of life to the Lap-
landers, the Sami people of the north of Swe-
den and Finland.

The strange thing is that the original St. 
Nicholas was born and lived his life in much 
warmer climes where snow never fell. But his 
reputation for being a kindly man who cared 
for children gradually developed into the 
giving of presents in his name to children at 
Christmas time. 

There is another tradition associated with St. 
Nicholas. He was specially admired by sail-
ors from all around the coastal region near 

the original Church of St. Nicholas who put 
up representations and icons of him in their 
boats and made a tradition out of his guid-
ance as expressed by the saying among sailors 
“May St. Nicholas hold your rudder”.

Nowdays the Church of St. Nicholas has be-
come a very popular site to visit and, especially 
for Russians, a pilgrimage site.  When we 
visited the Church was jampacked with Rus-
sians and assorted Slavs who spent hours vis-
iting every part of the Church with specific 
St. Nicholas figures and associations, praying 
intently and leaving offerings. The first pic-
ture above is one of the most important fres-
cos of him in the Church.

Maybe you’ve already 
worked out from the 
above where this 
Church is? Congratu-
lations! If not, read on.

The St. Nicholas 
Church is an excel-
lent example of the 
architectural style and 
ornamentation of the 
Middle Byzantine Pe-

riod. It was in Myra, where St Nicholas was 
Bishop. Myra, or Demre, was the capital of the 
famed Lycian State in the 5th Century A.D.  
As Bishop, St. Nicholas was the 2nd high-
est ecclesiastical authority in Anatolia. After 
his death the people of the region built first 
a monument then a big basilica to honour 
him. His fame had already spread through-
out Anatolia so much so that a church was 

built in Istanbul in 
his name. 

The original church 
suffered a lot from 
earthquakes and in-
vasions in the 8th 
Century and was 
rebuilt as a domed 
church in the 9th 
Century. Important 
additions were made 
in the 11th Century 
by Emperor Konstantin IX and Empress 
Zoe. The wall paintings, frescos and mosa-
ics are from this period. The next large-scale 
restoration was carried out by Russian Tsar, 
Nikolay I. He added a belfry among other 
changes which significantly altered the origi-
nal plan. The most recent major reconstruc-
tion was in 1862. Today the Church appears 
to be a mishmash of architectural styles and 
ornamentation but that doesn’t bother the 
pilgrims, tourists and locals.

The locals have erected this statue to our hero, 
complete with kids . Definitely more “West-
ern” until you look closely at the kids’clothes.

Still not sure?  Well, it’s modern day Turkey. 
Hence the connection!

Acknowledgements: the information on St 
Nicholas and the history of the site comes 
from the Antalya Museum’s publications 
on the St Nicholas Church, now considered 
a Museum (don’t tell the Russians!). If you 
want to visit, it’s in modern day Kale, just 
inland from the Mediterranean coast of Tur-
key in Antalya province. Just look out for a 
million different representations of Father 
Christmas in the shops, stalls and kiosks in 
the town. Even carpets!

P.S. The turkey pictured above is a real Turk-
ish turkey. It was shot – sorry photographed 
– in Eastern Turkey.

St Nicholas                           Father Christmas

Turkey

St Nicholas Church, Kale, Turkey 

Father Christmas statue
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Calendar
DECEmBEr
01 inC Speaker Series
02 inC General Meeting & Holiday lunch 10:30am
03 inC Holiday Party
03 WDa Bazaar 2pm
03 amsoc Holiday Eggnog Party, location TBD
05 sCm Christmas choral concert, Christ 
Church 8pm
06 inC New Members gathering 10am
10 amsoc Egg Nog Party 10am-1pm
10 BCs Christmas Party 5pm
11 Christ Church Carol Service 7pm
12 sCm - Messiah Singalong Christ Church 8pm
15 inC cafezinho
25 Holiday Christmas Day

JaNuarY
01 Holiday
10 inC New Members Gathering 10am
19 inC Cafezinho 10am
20 Holiday – Rio (San Sebastian Day)
27 inC General Meeting 10:30am

FEBruarY
16 BCs/amsoc/inC Whiffenpoof Concert (TBC)
07 inC New Members Gathering 10am
09 inC Cafezinho 10am
18-21 Holiday Carnaval
22 Holiday Ash Wednesday (until noon)

Deadline 
for our January 2012 

edition is monday, December 19

Erratum - cover of  Nov2011
The tower in the cover photo is not a relic of 
the old market, it is the “Estação das Barcas”, 
restored in 1998 - originally built in 1835. It 
was always the Estação das Barcas. 
– Thanks to Chris Hieatt

Classified ads
SERVICES

SERVICES

GP/Family Physician- Juliana Korth, MD
Well-WoMen /Well-Man exaMs, yearly physicals.
urgent care, hoMe, hotel & hospital calls are available 24/7.
large experience With expatriate faMilies. resiDency in the usa / 
usMle certificateD. fluent in english anD spanish. MeMber aMeri-
can acaDeMy of faMily physicians. app. in english by phone (21) 
9572-6949 or e-Mail DraJuliana@JulianaKorth.coM.br
office at le MonDe -barra Da tiJuca - phone (21) 3449-8029/8077 
WWW.JulianaKorth.coM.br

contemPorary aPartment For sale in Barra. breathtaKing sea 
anD lagoon vieWs. 280 M2. price of r$3.7 Million incluDes MaJor 
appliances, lighting systeMs, autoMation for lighting, air-conDi-
tioning, auDio anD viDeo, cabinetry, WinDoW treatMents, custoM-
izeD furnishings for 2 offices anD 2 veranDas, 4 parKing spaces. 
More inforMation at: http://Web.Me.coM/Mateen.thobani

Looking Back

“Warshing” Clothes Recipe
Years ago, an Alabama grandmother gave a 
new bride the following recipe, exactly as writ-
ten and found in an old scrapbook with spelling 
errors and all.

WARSHING CLOTHES

Build fire in backyard to heat kettle of rain water. 
Set tubs so smoke wont blow in eyes if wind is pert.

Shave one hole cake of lie soap in boilin water.
Sort things, make 3 piles -- 1 pile white, 1 pile colored, 1 pile work 

britches and rags.
To make starch, stir flour in cool water to smooth, then thin down 

with boiling water.
Take white things, rub dirty spots on board, scrub hard, and boil, then 

rub colored don’t boil just wrench and starch.
Take things out of kettle with broom stick handle, then wrench, and 

starch.
Hang old rags on fence.

Spread tea towels on grass.
Pore wrench water in flower bed. 

Scrub porch with hot soapy water.
Turn tubs upside down.

Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair combs.
Brew cup of tea, sit, rock a spell, and count yore blessings.

******************
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Festive Photos from the Societies

THE UMBRELLA
Wishes All a 

Very Happy Christmas 
and a 

Joyfull New Year!


