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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

MICHAEL ROYSTER

Happy Thanksgiving - Chanukah - Christmas! 

Societies INFO

“Last Christmas I gave you my heart, 
the very next day you gave it away, this 
year to save me those tears I’ll give it 
to someone special.”   If those words 
haven’t set a tune going in your head 
then you have not being travelling 
in the same elevators as I have.  The 
immortal words of George Michael 
seem to come round relentlessly each 
year at Christmas time. His song speaks 
of love and a broken heart.

I fell in love with my wife when I was 
19, we married when we were both 21, 
we’ve had highs and lows, but we love 
each other and we intend to love each 
other until we die. I discovered a new 
kind of love when our first child was 
born: Jack was born 11 years ago, Kate 9 
and Tom 6 and I discovered that I loved 
them as deeply and passionately as I 
had ever loved anyone, even though, at 
the point of their birth I knew nothing 
about who they would become.

What I am trying to tell you is the 
nativity story. The nativity story is a 
story of love. It begins long before Jesus 

was born: there were prophecies that 
Jesus would be born, Jesus’ mother 
expected him to be born. He was born 
and he lived and he died and in all of 
that is love. John 3.16 tells us that “God 
so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son.” Jesus’ birth, Jesus’ life, Jesus’ 
death is all about love. It is about the 
love of God for us, a Father’s love for 
his children, and it is about rejected 
love.

Children are born innocent and good 
and yet every now and again, when you 
turn your back on them, you find them 
doing something nasty: pushing and 
fighting and all sorts of things. That is 
the human condition.

We are loved, we do love, we are capable 
of receiving love, yet we still push God 
away. We want what we want, so we 
reject God.

This Christmas, please don’t push God 
away; accept his love, turn away from 
wrong and accept God’s love through 
Jesus Christ his Son. 

This Christmas, save yourself the tears and give your 
heart to someone special.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES:

7th Dec - 10.30 - NATIVITY Family Service 

14th Dec - 18.00  - Carols by Candlelight with 
Mince Pies

21st Dec - 18.00 - Holy Communion with Carols All 
Saints Niteroi

25th Dec - 10.30 - Christmas Day Family 
Communion Service. All ages welcome, bring a 
Christmas present to show!

Yours, Ben.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Ben Phillips

Give your heart to someone 
special

READ THE UMBRELLA ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!
www.issuu.com/theumbrella

Christmas was just around the corner, but now it’s all around 
town, judging from the decorations now being displayed. And, of 
course, when you read this, a gigantic (85 meters tall, weighing 
542 tons) metallic tree will be floating on the Lagoa, having been 
lighted on the night of November 29th in a grand ceremony 
featuring music and fireworks, not to mention over a million 
lights festooned on the tree itself. It’ll be there all month, alit after 
8pm, so take a stroll or a leisurely drive around and view it from 
all angles.

Once again, last year’s Tree is not to be on our December cover. 
We’ve gone from God’s Finger to Santa’s Desperate Little Fibber. 
We briefly considered showing Santa disguised as Rosetta’s 
Philae landing on Comet 67P but after its batteries died, so 
did this idea. Christmas does appear regularly in our featured 
articles this month, as one might expect; Christmas is also noted 
for the prevalence of stars, and one contributor has made the 
vexillological connection. 

We are privileged to have a contribution from former HM Consul 
General Geoff Cowling, which reminds us of the threefold tragedy 
that befell members of our community as a result of the war which 
began 100 years ago. Several other contributions in 4Corners also 
record important events.

This month, please go to the Community Calendar for December and 
look at all the different ways you can celebrate another great year, and 
hope for a better next year. In particular, attend the various musical 
events that will happen regularly, and sing along, or hum along, or 
just enjoy quietly as audience. The word “December” comes from the 
Latin word for “ten” and there are at least 10 absolutely fabulous events 
occurring in our Community this month; you should NOT miss them!

On your behalf, we extend a sincere “thank you!” to our regular 
contributors. Each occupies a special place in The Umbrella, a space 
which they manage to fill month in, month out. We are grateful to them 
for the information, amusement and insight they provide. We’ve had 
occasional outstanding content from “irregular” contributors, and what 
we’re hoping for is more of the same — much more, in fact, from YOU, 
our readers. 

So, send us your comments and your suggestions for content. We’d 
especially like to share your photos with all our readers, and hope 
you’ll answer the call to SNAP. We are always on the look-out for 
content that relates to us as a community of English-speakers lucky 
enough to be living here in Rio. 

The Umbrella staff wishes you all the happiest of times over the 
holiday season, and all you wish for in the year to come. 
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THE BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 9th November the 
Remembrance Sunday Service was 
held in Christ Church, a very important 
day in the life of the community 
here. HM Consul, the Royal British 
Legion and veterans attended, and 
the Brazilian Marine Band, following 
a tradition of the church, played the 
national anthems of Brazil, the USA 
and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland.  

Christmas Lunch
Sat. , December 13, 1pm-4pm

The BCS is pleased to present a “Very 
British” Traditional Christmas lunch 
at Jubilee Hall, Botafogo. We’ll be 
welcoming you with smoked salmon 
canapés and your choice of fine wines, 
beer or soft drinks. Then take your 
seat with friends and family as we wait 
on you and present a very traditional 
“Very British” Christmas meal of all 
your mouth-watering favourite dishes:  
roast turkey, stuffing, gravy, bread 
sauce, cranberry sauce, roast potatoes, 
mixed vegetables and of course – 
delicious “pigs-in-blankets” – all 
prepared by Rio’s very own celebrated 
chef: Chef Joel Guerin! For dessert 
we’ll have Christmas pudding with 
brandy butter and vanilla ice-cream 

as well as Christmas cake served with 
your choice of tea or coffee.
— Pianist extraordinaire, Gijs 
Andriessen, will be playing throughout 
the lunch for your entertainment.
— William Mandell “the Illusionist” 
will be entertaining you with magic 
tricks that will amaze and delight all.
— Stop by the Christmas Tree, and 
get your “Christmas in Rio” memento 
portrait photo.  
— Don’t miss a special cameo 
performance by Rio’s favourite cellist, 
David Chew, performing with the 
incomparable Jo Phillips!
— Before you go home, we’ll gather 
around the piano with our very own 
Martin Hester leading a Christmas 
carol sing-a-long.

Wonderful prizes can be won at the 
BCS Christmas raffle! These include 
two (2) nights’ complimentary stay 
with breakfast at the Belmond Hotel 
das Cataratas, and two (2) nights 
complimentary stay with breakfast 
at the Belmond Copacabana Palace. 
There are many many more, you’ll 
definitely favour your chances.

Unbeatable price exclusively for BCS 
members: R$50 per person (under 8 
and over 80 FREE); non-BCS members 
pay R$75 per person.

And it’s all for a great cause! This 
year BCS will donate all profits from 
the event to local NGO Il Sorriso for 
their end-of-year Christmas party 
event for toddlers and teens from the 
community of Rocinha on December 
14 (everyone is welcome) as well 
as their innovative urban organic 
gardening project. You can find out 
more about Il Sorriso and its projects 
at <www.ilsorrisodeimieibimbi.
org> RSVP is essential! Deadline 
December 10! To book your space 
contact Mônica at <assistente@bcsrio.
org.br> or 2537-6695.

BCS Events
The BCS has a series of events planned 
for its members, for which no charge 
will be made! 

1. Unique Opportunity to be “In-the-
kitchen” with celebrated French Chef 
Joel Guerin. Chef Joel Guerin, French 
trained, with over 30 years experience 
as the top Executive Chef of Marriott 
Worldwide, will be cooking the “Very 
British” Traditional Christmas meal 

for the BCS. Chef Joel is offering BCS 
members the exclusive opportunity 
to join him in the kitchen to prepare 
this very special meal. Learn the inside 
secrets of one of Rio’s greatest chefs and 
how to cook one of the most important 
meals of the year! Preparation and 
cooking will take place over two days: 
Friday December 12 and Saturday 
December 13 at the kitchen of Jubilee 
Hall at Botafogo. Space is strictly 
limited to 6 “Chef ’s Assistants”, 
so reserve your space with Monica 
at  assistente@bcsrio.org.br or 2537-
6695.

2. “Calling all Angels”... Christmas 
Carol Singing Group  - Rio’s well-
known and well loved Dutch pianist, 
Gijs Andriessen, who will be 
entertaining guests this year at the BCS 
Christmas Party, is offering to get BCS 
members in tune and ready for the 
BCS’s very own Christmas Caroling 
with Martin Hester. Come join this 
weekly group of those who love to sing. 
It’s good for the heart, head and soul! 
Gijs will have all the words for all the 
popular Christmas carols to ensure you 
are ready for the grand performance 
with Martin at this year’s BCS 
Christmas Party, Saturday December 
13. No charge for BCS members. 
Singers will assemble Thursdays 1-3 
pm at a private home in Copacabana. 
Reserve your space with Monica at 
assistente@bcsrio.org.br or 2537-6695

3. Do you love to sew? Looking for an 
activity to get you into the Christmas 
spirit? Help us make your Christmas 
truly special...
The BCS wants to make your “Very 
British” traditional Christmas lunch 
really special this year. We have the linen 
table cloths pressed, the place settings 
polished and glasses sparkling clean. 
The only thing missing is some beautiful 
Christmas napkins! We’ll supply the 
fabric and thread, if you’ll donate your 

time and talent. No minimum number 
of napkins required – just sew as 
many as you like (we’re hoping lots of 
“elves” join us). You can sew from the 
comfort of your home (we can pick up 
the napkins at your convenience) or 
come once a week to the BCS office in 
Botafogo (let us know the best day and 
time for you). For details, please contact 
Monica at <assistente@bcsrio.org.br> or 
2537-6695.

4. Looking for a charity NGO to 
volunteer? Come join us and learn 
about urban organic gardening and 
healthy lifestyles....
It’s the  time of year when we think of 
friends and family and how we can help 
those less fortunate than  ourselves. 
This year the BCS Christmas Party 
raffle is raising funds for Il Sorriso, an 
educational facility founded by an 
extraordinarily dedicated Italian 
woman, Barbara Olivi. One of the 
most innovative projects that Il Sorriso 
offers its children is its urban organic 
gardening project lead by Australian 
Botanist and volunteer, Alice Frost. 
Join Alice and her team on this exciting 
and meaningful experience with the 
children gardening and making healthy 
treats. Alice meets volunteers each 
Monday at 9.45am at the Fashion Mall 
Sao Conrado and we all go together to 
Il Sorriso’s facilities in Rocinha. Stay as 
long as your time permits. Everyone 

has fun and everyone is welcome. If 
you would like to join the organic 
gardening at Il Sorriso or the Il Sorriso 
Christmas Party for children, reserve 
your space with Monica at <assistente@
bcsrio.org.br>.

Rio 2016: Be a Volunteer
Rio 2016 are inviting applications from 
people willing to volunteer during the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games in 
August/September 2016; 70,000 will 
be selected to assist in a wide variety of 
roles.  You will need to commit to ten 
days of volunteering during either the 
Olympics or the Paralympics, as well as 
some mandatory training in advance. 
Having good English and Portuguese is 
a definite advantage but not essential.  
Closing date 15 December.
For further information visit: <www.
rio2016.com/volunteers>.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
The WDA Christmas Bazaar will 
take place in the Jubilee Hall, Christ 
Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99 
Botafogo, on Saturday 6th December, 
as from 2 pm. Free parking is available.
At the time of writing this for the 
December issue of The Umbrella, the 
ladies of the WDA are very hectic 
dealing with all the last minute 
preparations for the Bazaar. They 
are wrapping up the Christmas 
cakes/puddings and the mince pies; 
finishing the work on the Christmas 
crackers; sorting out items for the 
White Elephant and Handicraft stalls 
and for the Swiss Lottery. 

The ladies in the kitchen, in particular, 
work extremely hard to produce 
sufficient quantities of marmalades, 
jams, pickles and chutneys for sale at the 
Bazaar plus all the Christmas goodies. 
Below is a photo of WDA ladies Mary 
Gray, Anne Robinson, Fatima Silva and 
Olive Arantes sorting out the items for 
the different stalls at the Bazaar. 

Chef Joel Guerin

Pianist Gijs Adriessen

RSVP Essential: rsvp.bbr@gmail.com

http://www.ilsorrisodeimieibimbi.org
http://www.ilsorrisodeimieibimbi.org
mailto:assistente@bcsrio.org.br
mailto:assistente@bcsrio.org.br
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=assistente@bcsrio.org.br
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=assistente@bcsrio.org.br
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=assistente@bcsrio.org.br
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=assistente@bcsrio.org.br
http://mail.uol.com.br/compose?to=assistente@bcsrio.org.br
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Hope you are planning to come along 
to the event. Please remember that if 
you intend to buy your cakes, puddings 
and mince pies, these items as well as 
the crackers do tend to disappear from 
the shelves very quickly. To avoid any 
disappointment, you should aim to 
arrive early.

Our sincere thanks to all of you who 
have so kindly sent along donations in 
response to our appeals.  Unfortunately, 
we are unable to send out individual 
letters of thanks as in most cases there 
is no mention of the sender’s name.

We look forward to informing you 
the results of the Bazaar and of course 
the names of the lucky winners of our 
Giant Raffle, in the January issue of The 
Umbrella.

Meanwhile, from all of us at the WDA, 
best wishes for A VERY HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS.

SOCIETY OF CHORAL 
MUSIC (SCM)
Christmas Concert

This year’s concert will take place on 
Monday December 8th, in Christ 
Church Botafogo, starting at 8 pm. 
The concert will be accompanied by 
a string quartet led by David Chew, 
with the organ played by SCM organist 
Inez Rufino. The concert, entitled IN 
EXCELSIS DEO, contains a variety 
of Christmas songs and carols, from 
various historical periods, including 
Pergolesi’s Magnificat and Haydn’s 
Gloria in Excelsis Deo. The other 
composers are Margareth Rizza, Cesar 
Franck, Carlton Young and Dietrich 
Buxtehude. The choir will sing in 
English and Latin. 

On the following Monday, December 
15th, again starting at 8 pm at Christ 

Church Botafogo, the SCM will lead the 
audience and massed choirs in a Sing-
along of Handel’s Messiah, always an 
impressive experience. The Messiah 
will be accompanied by a larger Rio 
Strings orchestra, conducted by Ruy 
Wanderley. Soloists from the choir are 
Denize Vieira, mezzo soprano;  Anibal 
Xavier Mancini, tenor; Martin Hester, 
baritone. 

BRITISH BURIAL FUND 
(BBF)
War graves at the English 
Cemetery at Gamboa

There are some names that are not read 
out on Remembrance Sunday.  They 
belong not to men from the British 
community in Rio who left Brazil to 
go to war, but rather to men, mainly 
naval personnel, who left the UK and 
died on active service during WWI 
or WWII, somewhere near Rio. There 
are 13 memorial stones at the Gamboa 
English cemetery, placed there and 
maintained by the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, who paid us 
a visit in January this year.  

The CWGC has cemeteries all over the 
world, including other cities in Brazil, 
and ensures that 1.7 million people 
who died in the two world wars will 
never be forgotten. The gravestones 
at Gamboa are imported from France 
and installed by the cemetery staff.  The 
stones are renewed periodically, and 
the present set was installed in 2008. 

This year the names did receive a special 
remembrance. Someone – we do not 
know who – placed poppies on little 
crosses at the base of all the war graves 
at Gamboa.  Probably a legionnaire 
or ex-serviceman, but we would like 
to know who it was, and thank them 
accordingly. There are more photos on 
the British Burial Fund Facebook page.

Chris Hieatt

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
(RBL)
Hasn´t 2014 passed quickly? Perhaps 
I am not the only one to think that 
2014 has passed in a trice. No doubt 
anticipation of the World Cup, the 
event itself and then the elections have 
added to the tempo of life in Brazil 
this year that has made each day a 
touch more dramatic than last year. 
Your RBL Branch Committee has been 
active this year too, addressing some 
significant issues and, with their own 
issues and the events of the year, have 
felt somewhat pressed.

Committee: 
There are no Committee members 
who are fully retired with time 
on their hands. Indeed, except for 
one, all are in full-time demanding 
employment, and will say thanks for 
this, but with these demands there 
may have been a sense abroad of less 
engagement with the Community 
than has been the case in previous 
years. If this has been felt, I can say 
it was not intentional and on behalf 
of the Committee I am sorry for this 
impression. We certainly intend to be 
more engaged with the community 
during 2015; as I have said before, it 
is only through engagement that we, 
and those we help, can count on your 
support.
Membership Cards: 
Recently members should have 
received their Membership Cards 
for 2014-15. We tried diligently to 
ensure that names, addresses and 
other details were correct. However, 
I note that some of the addresses we 
sent cards to, taken from and checked 
with the latest BCS Yearbook, or by 
telephone call to individuals, did not 
match the address on the card. We will 
ensure the HQ records in the UK are 
updated. Naturally, your Committee 
hope members will wish to renew 
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their membership this year and I 
should like to thank those who have 
already. Members will have noticed the 
cards are valid from 1 October 2014 
to 30 September 2015, which is the 
Membership Year adopted by the RBL 
a few years ago. At least this year we 
received the Cards, rather than in 2014 
when, for some unexplained reason, 
they were seized by Brazilian Customs 
and then lost.

Calendar: 
The RBL HQ run their annual events 
from 1 October to 30 September and 
they require Branches to do the same. 
This particularly applies to the various 
reports and accounts the Branch needs 
to submit. Whilst in essence this is not 
a difficulty these returns are also tied 
to the date by which the HQ expects 
Branches to have conducted an Annual 
General Meeting and this does cause us 
some difficulty as the traditional time 
of our AGM has been in February or 
March, which could be considered late 
or early depending on how you look at 
it, but means a doubling of returns and 
a disconnect with meeting the precise 
HQ requirements. Your Committee 
is therefore taking steps to align its 
activities with the HQ year and will do 
this through an Extraordinary General 
Meeting to be held shortly that will 
serve as the AGM for the forthcoming 
year. Announcements will have been 
made by the time you read this, so I 
hope some members will be able to 
attend.

Poppy Ball in 2015: 
As most know, our fundraising effort 
relies heavily on our main social event, 
the Gala Poppy Ball. Last year we held 
a successful Dinner in the Copacabana 
Palace and I am pleased to announce 
that matters are already in hand to hold 

a Gala Poppy Ball in the Golden Room, 
Copacabana Palace, in November 
2015. The Ball is back!

Informal dinner: 
This year it was intended to hold a 
Silver Service Dinner under the same 
arrangements as in 2014. The venue 
was booked and a formal event was 
felt particularly appropriate, this being 
the 100th anniversary of the start of 
the Great War. Before the event could 
be advertised it became apparent that 
our venue had been double booked 
and, unknown to the Committee, let to 
another organisation, leaving very little 
time for us to seek alternatives. And, 
more importantly, without the human 
resources on the Committee to do so 
because, as I have mentioned earlier, 
Committee Members just did not have 
the capability to take this on, as either 
they were travelling or fully occupied 
with other matters. A decision to cancel 
was taken by those close to the event 
planning, although not particularly 
well communicated to all, it must be 
said. Cancellation of the Dinner had 
nothing to do with the availability of 
our intended Honoured Guests.

With only a couple of weeks to go a 
few Committee Members decided to 
hold an informal dinner in a restaurant 
to mark Remembrance and this grew 
to about 30 and, through the good 
offices of a member, was held on the 
7th November in the Spot Restaurant 
in the Paissandu Club in the company 
of some Club members on adjoining 
tables. There was no time to either 
advertise this informal dinner nor 
administer such an event so it could be 
offered to all.

The evening was casual but well 
conducted with a slight degree of 

formality and various toasts made, 
Loyal Toasts and to Our Friends 
and Allies. Whilst the Loyal Toast 
to HM The Queen was well received 
by our companions from the Club at 
other tables, the toast to the Brazilian 
President fared less well. Given 
participation by all in the Restaurant, 
Philip Carruthers seized the moment 
with an impromptu toast specifically 
to the Brazilian Armed Forces in both 
wars that was very well received. 

In a moment of great poignancy, 
Steve Rimmer recited from a recently 
discovered diary in which his 
Grandfather described his days, both 
happy and terrible, as a member of 
the Cyclist Corps supporting front 
line troops at the battle of the Somme. 
It was a most fitting tribute to the 
centenary. 

Overall it was a very pleasant evening 
that raised a small profit for the Branch, 
but all those present looked forward to 
the restoration of the Gala Poppy Ball 
next year.

Remembrance Service: 
Our Remembrance Service was again 
a moving event in the company 
of HM Consul General, Jonathan 
Dunn and his wife Karen, as well 
as Defence Attaché, Group Captain 
Simon Hindmarsh Royal Air Force, 
and representative Standard Bearers 
from Brazil, Belgium, Poland, 
the United States and the United 
Kingdom. The Reverend Ben Phillips 
conducted the Service with aplomb, 
aided by the presence of the Band of 
the Fuzileiros Navais, who played the 
National Anthems with great gusto. 
The most formal part was, of course, 
the presentation of the Standards 
and Wreath, escorted by Mark Harris 
of the British Army and Andrew 
Munns, Royal Navy, the reading of 
the names on the War Memorial, The 
Exhortation and the evocative and 
sombre notes from Alison Spooner 
(photo overleaf) sounding The Last 
Post, followed by The Silence and then 
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Special Deadline for January Edition
In order that you start the New Year with 
your Umbrella, we need to be at the 
printer’s especially early. Just as soon 
as you can write up your reports, send 
them in! We need your submissions NO 
LATER THAN Monday, December 15, 
please.
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a rousing Reveille to bring us back 
to today. Ben gave us much to think 
about during the Service and to discuss 
when enjoying the refreshments that 
followed. On behalf of the Branch I 
should like to express our appreciation 
of all that went on behind the scenes 
to make the Service such a significant 
Remembrance ceremony.

Special thanks: 
The 2014 Poppy Appeal was again 
a success, and despite not having a 
Ball this year R$1537.32 was raised 
from collections at the Consulate, The 
British School(s), at events and at the 
Remembrance Service. Thank you to all 
those organisations that participated. 
However, special thanks must go to Dee 
Heygate, who once again surpassed 
herself as the outstanding Poppy Appeal 
collector she has been for so many 
years. Since her husband, John, died 
some 14 years ago, Dee has continued 
the great work he did in supporting the 
Legion and the Rio Branch, by being 
the Poppy Appeal collector with the 
mostest (money) come Ball, Dinner or 
Service and the Branch is most grateful 
to her for her devotion.

I hope our readers and supporters will 
see that despite a few hiccups this year 
the Branch has made good progress. 
Most importantly, we have continued 
to support those in need, including 
a number of new cases that arose 
unexpectedly in recent months and that 
we are embarking on a new phase to 
ensure we are in better administrative 
shape to meet the future.

Our task is to help ex-service personnel 
and their families in need. We may not 
hear of all such cases, but if you hear of 
a potentially deserving case please let 
us know.

If you wish to get in touch with the 
Rio Branch of the RBL please feel 
free to contact me at the following 
addresses: supcoord@openlink.com.br 
for those who deal in the digital age, or 
by telephone for the more traditional 
amongst us at 99978-2327. Even more 
traditional, by letter, at Royal British 
Legion Rio de Janeiro Branch, Rua Real 
Grandeza, 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 
Rio de Janeiro,  RJ. Why this address? 
Well it is monitored so if we receive 
your letter there is always someone to 
ensure it is brought to our attention. 
It might be a little slower but is more 
secure.

Subscriptions: 
Should you wish to pay your 
subscription, or to make a donation, 
our account details are:
Banco Bradesco: 237
Agência: 0213 – Ipanema
Conta: 072885-3
Favorecido: The British & 
Commonwealth Society (RBL)
[Short form: BC Society (RBL)], 
CNPJ: 33.716.572/0001-20

The subscription for 2014 to 2015 
is R$70; however, if you make this a 
unique amount, such as R$70,07 or 
some such and tell us, this will help 
to identify your payment. I have not 
forgotten that the St Andrew Society 

offered more advanced payment 
methods to their members. The 
Committee will look at this too.

Finally, I hope this rather long note 
has set a theme of more engagement, 
which we will continue from now on. 
Meanwhile, a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to all Umbrella 
readers.
Steve Carnt

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF RIO DE JANEIRO 
(AmSoc)
Thanksgiving 
has occurred after the Umbrella 
deadline, but next month we’ll have 
news and views from what was surely 
a happy day for everyone but the 
turkeys, as AmSoc members enjoyed a 
truly American meal in celebration of 
the most American holiday. 

HAPPY HOUR!
Earlier in November, some 35 AmSoc 
members did a meet and greet at La 
Calaca, the new Mexican restaurant 
in Leblon. Everyone had a very good 
time, as you can see from the attached 
pictures.  We’ll be doing more of those 
next year, you may be sure. 

4
corners
and more...

EWA PROCTER

Uma relação pornográfica

No, dear readers, I am not trying to shock 
you! Don’t think that I have gone crazy, 
been to watch some kind of porn, enjoyed 
it and am now trying to take you on this 
trip. That is not the case, I assure you!

When I was invited to the opening night 
of “Uma Relação Pornográfica,” I must say 
that I had very mixed feelings. I was only 
reassured when the friend who was going 
with me told me that the producer had said 
that, despite the title of the play, there would 
be no pornographic presentations on stage! 
Also, the fact that the opening night was 
at the Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil, a 
traditional and serious place, was further 
reassurance that things would be straight 
and that one had no reason to worry – even 
if the title could lead unknowing spectators 
to think it was a different kind of show.

“Uma Relação Pornográfica” by Philippe 
Blasband is a play set in our day and age, 
when the Internet and all the sites linked 
to it bring about a new kind of relationship 
between total strangers. In its first version 
– a film – shown over a decade ago, the 
text/script by this Iranian author showed 
a man and a woman who meet through 
an advertisement published in a male 
magazine. Now, it has become an even more 
complex situation, due to the fact that they 
meet through an Internet site, thus showing 
the wide possibilities of a practically 
anonymous relationship. It is a conflict that 
discusses solitude, individuality and the 
difficulty in creating bonds, challenging in 
a steadily growing way both the prejudices 
and the values of human beings. It provokes 
a reflexion on current society, as well as on 
sexuality and affection.

The couple in the play has their first contact 
through an Internet site; and they start 
meeting every week, on the same day, at 
the same café, and then going to the same 
hotel, to fulfill their sexual fantasies. The 
past is never mentioned by either of them 
within a relationship that started with a 
simple proposal for a sexual encounter. 

In a way, it is a love story that starts in a 
different and anonymous way. The names 
of the characters are never mentioned. 
They are only HE and SHE. Neither of 
them knows the name, age, or profession of 
the partner. However, as time passes, this 
intimacy takes an unexpected path in their 
relationship, even if the couple tries denying 
an inevitable romantic involvement. Their 
feelings start to slowly become complex 
and profound, dangerous and involving. As 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
wrote: “A feeling of sadness and longing 
that is not akin to pain, and resembles 
sorrow only, as the mist resembles the rain.”

The cast of two, Ana Beatriz Nogueira and 
Guilherme Leme Garcia, pictured below, 
gives life to these characters. The very simple 
set keeps the couple very much apart – they 
never even touch one other! They just tell 
their story, from their own point of view. 
Both actor and actress are very good, and 
keep the audience’s attention to their – for 
lack of a better word – love story, under the 
excellent direction of Victor Garcia Peralta.

After the very short run at the CCBB (it 
lasted only one month), the play moved on 
to the Teatro do Leblon (Sala Tonia Carrero, 
the smallest of the three theatres situated 
at the same address). The play is now on 
until December 21. The Teatro do Leblon 
is located on Rua Conde de Bernadotte, 
26, Leblon. There is paid parking in the 
building, as well as on neighboring streets. 
Performances take place on Thursdays at 
5 pm; Fridays and Saturdays at 9 pm, and 
on Sundays at 8 pm. Tickets cost R$60 on 
Thursdays; R$70 on Fridays and Saturdays, 
and R$80 on Sundays. There is a 50% 
discount for students and senior citizens. 
Only young people over 14 years of age are 
admitted. 

Even if you suspect this would not be an 
appropriate play to watch when we are 
already getting into the Festive Season, 
please believe it is entirely appropriate: it is 
well worth your going!

Stop the Presses! I need to mention that, 
after having written the above lines, I had 
the chance to go downtown to see the 
opening night of “O Pequeno Zacarias,” at 
the SESC Ginástico, Av. Graça Aranha, 187. 
There is no formal parking at the theatre, 
but the metro (Carioca Station) is only 
two blocks away. Although not a straight 
musical as such, for those who enjoy the 
opera it might be an interesting outing, as 
the subtitle is “Uma Ópera Irresponsável” 
(an irresponsible opera). It is a good 
show with excellent singing voices. The 
(short) run finishes on December 21, the 
performances are Fridays and Sundays at 
7 pm, and on Saturdays at 4 pm. There are 
also matinees scheduled for December 6, 
13 and 20. 

I want to close this by wishing you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. May 2015 bring you fulfillment of 
your dreams! All the best to you all!

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre 
translator and Vice-President of the Instituto 
Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

THEATRE

American Society Happy Hour

mailto:supcoord@openlink.com.br
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DOUBLE CHARITY CAMPAIGN 2014

Mary Jean Job has run her highly successful campaign 
to raise funds for the Hospital Estadual Curupaiti leper 
colony since 1974. This year – the 40th – was better 
than ever and the total raised (including a donation 
from Souza Cruz for R$5,000.00), was a whopping 
R$57,420.00! For the last couple of years Mary Jean has 
run a parallel campaign for the children suffering from 
cancer who are cared for at Casa Ronald McDonald. On 
November 9th the presents bought with these funds were 
delivered by Mary Jean, her daughter Denise and several 
kind friends and a big tea party was held at which each of 
the 51 children received a back-pack containing clothes 
and a cuddly toy. It also happened to be the 16th birthday 
of Donizete Barros, who has been in treatment for two 
years and who longed more than anything to own a 
tablet computer. His wish came true thanks to the efforts 
of Mary Jean’s grandson, Alex Job Said and his friends 
Eduardo and Pedro Pozzi, all British School students, 
who raised the funds for the tablet. 

At the customary tea party that Mary Jean hosts to thank 
all her friends for their donations, everyone was able to 
inspect the mountains of items that had been bought for 
Curupaiti, ranging from clothes, personal hygiene items, 
bed linen and towels to fans, wheelchairs, and other 
medical equipment. Sr. Miranda, the administrator, was 
there to thank everyone and also presented Mary Jean 
with a beautiful plaque engraved with an inscription of 
thanks and acknowledgement for all her hard work over 
so many years.

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE DINNER 

The bi-annual get-together of graduates of the Cambridge, 
Oxford and Ivy League Universities was this year held as 
a Dinner on 13th November at the Casa da Suiça. Over 
70 people of very diverse nationalities and ages came, to 
remember their days as students or fellows, to network 
and generally to schmooze. The de rigueur dinner jackets 
and long dresses were often meant for colder climes – on 
a night when the loss of a power phase meant that the air 
conditioning didn’t really work! 

During the course of the Dinner various speakers proposed 
toasts – to the Queen, the President of Brazil, to Cambridge, 
to Oxford, to both of them – always by a member of  the 
“other place” as it were. The trick is to mix a little serious 
comment with humour and some gentle jibes at the other 
side... and the various accents in the English language were 
a show apart.

This year, the Dinner nearly didn’t happen, as the pace of life 
(and the traffic) seems to be against doing the organizing.... 
and it is more and more difficult to find speakers who are 
prepared to do toast without help from powerpoints, videos, 
and so on. But judging by all the favourable comments at the 
end, there’ll be another get-together in Rio before too long.

STREET CHILD WORLD CUP (SCWC)

World Cup winner Gilberto Silva was guest of honour at an 
auction in Rio de Janeiro this week of stunning photographic 
images from the Street Child World Cup held in the city in 
April.

Gilberto Silva, an ambassador for SCWC, added his 
signature to those of Patrick Vieira and Fabio Cannavaro 
to the images by photographers Robin Utrecht and Marco 
Hoftse and paid tribute to the young people who took part 
in the event in April.

He was not the only champion at the drinks reception 
and auction at the Ceasar Park Hotel in Ipanema  on 
Tuesday  evening; several girls from the Ibiss-Favela Street 
programme, whose team won the girls’ tournament, talked 
about the experience and its impact on their lives since. One 
of the girls is now an apprentice at the hotel, which has a 
partnership with SCWC.

And, there were lots of champions present who had 
succesfully taken and passed the Three Peaks Challenge 
only one day earlier, having climbed, in a mere 24 hours, 
Rio’s three most famous peaks: Dois Irmãos, Pedra da Gávea 
and Corcovado. 

Joe Hewitt, head of the SCWC Brazil office, thanked guests 
including representatives of the British School and British 
Consulate, for their continuing support of the work in Brazil.

“HE IS THE VERY MODEL OF A MODERN 
FORMER EDITOR…” 

Many congratulations from The Umbrella and his many 
friends to Chris Hieatt, who blew out another candle late 
in October. During his many years here, Chris has been 
involved in practically every aspect of British community 
life in Rio, as, indeed, has Audrey. To our collective relief, he 
doesn’t show any signs of slowing down. 

Many happy returns, Chris!

Rio Here, There & Everywhere

Rio Here, There & Everywhere

Audrey and Chris Hieatt

Donizete Barros and Mary Jean Job

The Oxford and Cambridge crowd

One of the photos for sale at the SCWC event

Gilberto Silva and SCWC kids

Jenny Byers, Adam Reid, Merche Clarke and Ana

Joe Hewitt and Ricardo Dale

Mike Royster, Jane Wood and Marta Pereira

Marcia Fialho, Julie Reid e Vanica Royster
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It looks as if time has run faster than 
usual and 2015 has already arrived. Some 
scientists say that, indeed, the passage 
of time is not what it used to be. It has 
something to do with the inclination of 
the Earth, whose axis may have changed 
because of seismic movement and the 
2004 tsunami. But we’ll leave them with 
their theories—we, living in the real world, 
have to deal with the upcoming festivities, 
endless lists of things to buy, people who 
cannot be forgotten, cooking, giftwrapping, 
belatedly decorating the Christmas tree….

We raid the shops, queue at the post, 
endure the hairdresser, whither we go by 
car, bus, bicycle…or on foot. We have to 
move about the city and do not always 
find our path free. Many Portuguese black 
and white paving stones are missing from 
the sidewalks; there are always Light or 
Net or CEG employees making holes 
in the pavement; there is the occasional 
uncivilized dog owner. 

In addition, the tourists are back in droves. 
Have you noticed how slowly they move? 

Plus there is always one lost soul asking for 
directions! Please, get out of my way, the 
turkey is in the oven, I just went out for a 
loaf of bread; this should not take an hour 
to accomplish!

Some years ago, a friend became really 
and truly upset with a car parked on the 
sidewalk and deflated its tires. He just 
wanted to pass by with his twin girls on 
their pushchairs. Impossible. Cities and 
their citizens must adapt, learn, make way, 
and be aware. 

As it happens, there is currently an 
exhibition taking place in Botafogo called 
“Cidade Acessível” – accessible city. The 
idea is to provide sensorial experiences to 
visitors by “putting them in someone else’s 
shoes.” People face real everyday situations 
and are introduced to the difficulties of 
moving about. You pretend to be pregnant 
and have to travel in a crowded bus, 
or perhaps you walk on crutches or in 
wheelchairs. But rejoice: there are samples 
of the new technology available to facilitate 
everyone’s welfare!

NAN CARIOCA

Time and Space
NAN HIRSCH

The exhibition takes place at the Casa 
da Ciência da UFRJ, Rua Lauro Muller 
3. Entry is free and large groups like 
schools can schedule visits by telephone: 
2542.7494. Visiting hours are Tuesday 
to Friday from 9 am to 8 pm, Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays from 10 am to 8 
pm. The exhibition will be open until 
December 21st.

And finally, before time runs out: warmest 
Season’s Greetings for all!

GOOD LISTENING

MARTIN HESTER

Christmas Music 2014

Christmas is on us once again, and instead 
of dark days and nights and the cold 
outside (with perhaps some snow) in Rio 
we are feeling the heat, getting out the sun 
block and the mosquito repellent, and 
rushing to the air conditioning. But some 
Christmassy things are just the same – 
getting together with the family, putting 
up decorations, buying presents, sending 
greetings, planning the traditional dinner, 
getting in the drinks…. and making – or 
listening to  - Christmas music. 

Christmas Music

What is Christmas Music? Well, for me 
Christmas Carols are songs like God 
rest ye, merry gentlemen, and Good King 
Wenceslas, which often come down to us 
from medieval times, with their words 
and simple harmonies. They intermingle 
with Christmas Hymns like O Come, All 
Ye Faithful, and Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing which because of their popularity 
step out of the strictly Church setting, and 
are known to all. Then Christmas Songs 
are those which have found more modern 
popularity in non-religious settings, like 
I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas, and 
Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer. 

Did you know all those? Well, so do millions 
of other people – and so this music seems 
indelibly associated with the Christmas 
Season. We want to hear these again, and 
probably to sing them, and then pack 
them up and forget them until next year. 
This of course has not escaped the 
recording industry - and making an 
album of Christmas Music appears to 
be an easy way to get some sales for 
artists who already have a reputation. 
Take the traditional Christmas Carols 
and Songs, arrange them into the artist’s 
well-known sound, and you are bound 
to make some sales to present-givers.  
So I checked out some of the hot sellers 
on amazon.com in both the USA and the 
UK…

Favourites
Top of the list at amazon.uk is Christmas 
at Downton Abbey, which uses the 

appeal of the wonderful TV series to 
showcase the more traditional British 
tastes in Christmas music. So we have 
The First Noel, The 12 Days of Christmas 
and others sung by Julian Ovenden, who 
is a fine tenor (and in the series is Charles 
Blake, another suitor to Lady Mary), It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear sung by 
Elizabeth McGovern (Lady Cora), Once 
in Royal David’s City and others sung by 
the Choir of King’s College Cambridge, 
the Hallelujah Chorus by Nicolas 
Harnoncourt, The Holly and the Ivy by 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa and so on. Sounds 
a bit like the playlist for the singing at the 
BCS Christmas Party here in Rio! The 
45 songs are described as “the ultimate 
classical carols and hymns collection”. 
The sound is better than the sentence 
construction!

The most successful release of Christmas 
music in recent years has been Christmas 
by Michael Bublé. The Canadian 
singer and songwriter has become an 
international star, singing in a variety 
of genres such as traditional pop, jazz, 
crooner and big band. He looks and 
sounds simpatico, and the CD has songs 
like It’s beginning to Look a Lot like 
Christmas, Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 
Jingle Bells, White Christmas, Ave Maria, 
Winter Wonderland – some 19 favourites 
for North-American tastes. The strength 
of this album, in my view, is that each 
song has a very distinctive arrangement 
- and these run Coming is pure Count 
Basie, and Silent Night starts off with a 
sonorous brass band and bells…. So it 
is never tiring, but good-humoured and 
interesting. When this came out in 2011, 
it apparently sold 6 million copies in two 
months, and it continues firmly in most 
popular listings.

An interesting release this year of 2014 
is Holiday Wishes by Idina Menzel, a 
Broadway star in the Barbra Streisand 
mould. Very modern, very pop style - 
she sings with a freedom and conviction 
which commands attention. Some songs 
are Do you Hear What I Hear, All I Want 
for Christmas is You, When You Wish 
Upon a Star. About her Jewish ethnicity, 

she says “I know I’m Jewish. But a lot 
of famous Jewish people have written 
Christmas songs, so I’m going to try out 
some of their songs on the album”. Fair 
enough and why not?

I came across two other albums which 
are either awesome or awful, depending 
on your tastes. It’s Christmas is a 50-
song collection of all the oldies you can 
imagine – White Christmas sung by Bing 
Crosby (the deep mellow tones in his voice 
are still beguiling), Santa Claus is Back in 
Town by Elvis Presley (memories of Blue 
Suede Shoes come rushing back), Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas by Judy 
Garland, Zat You Santa Claus by Louis 
Armstrong, I’ll be Home for Christmas by 
Johnny Mathis, Santa Claus Got Stuck in 
my Chimney by Ella Fitzgerald (perhaps 
it was her brother dressed up?), Let it 
Snow! by Dean Martin….just about all the 
American popular singers you have ever 
known in one album!

Then there is That’s Christmas To Me 
by Pentatonix, a 4-man-one-girl singing 
group who were new to me. If you can 
get past a happy-clappy introduction 
to Hark the Herald Angels Sing, and the 
pop/rock/soul singing style, you will 
appreciate that as a small singing group 
they are simply superb. Distinctive 
voices with a wide range, perfectly in 
tune, impeccable timing and rhythm, 
lots of charm… They have many songs 
on YouTube, if you don’t like their 
Christmas material. Definitely worth a 
listen.

Here in Rio
Our Community in Rio has lots going 
on, as mentioned elsewhere in this 
edition – The SCM Christmas Concert, 
Carol Services at the British School and 
Christ Church, the BCS Christmas Party, 
the SCM’s Sing-Along Messiah on the 
15th December – lots of chances to hear 
and to make the traditional Christmas 
music! 

So... Good Listening, Good Singing, and a 
Happy Christmas!
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HENRY ADLER

It’s better to travel hopefully 
than to arrive

Who wouldn’t go to a very chic, black-tie 
wedding celebrated over three days in the 
Hamptons? But it`s a long way to go for 
just three days, so we spent the preceding 
three weeks in the Pacific Northwest. 
Whether it was in big cities like Seattle or 
small hamlets with log cabins, the people 
were just great. Everyone went out of their 
way to be helpful. Some literally: they 
accompanied us to their local bakery, even 
if that took them a mile and twenty minutes 
out of their way. And wouldn’t even accept 
a coffee when we got there. The breakfast 
was so good that we went back there the 
next two days. But I digress ….

SCENERY FOR ALL TASTES

What we really loved was the scenery. The 
temperate rain forest of the Olympic N.P. 
inland from the Pacific WA coast; the 
snow-covered volcanic cones of Mt. Rainier 
& Mt. St. Helens; the Colombia River in its 
gorgeous gorge on the WA/OR border; the 
unexpected colonial history, great walks 
and a huge bridge, as the locals said, to 
die for (or from, as many had!) as we left 
Whidbey island back to the mainland to see 
Mt. Baker in the N. Cascades. The all-day 
boat trip on Lake Chelan to visit isolated 
Stehekin at its far end was light relief. Then 
there were the even more famous Parks like 
the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone. Old 
Faithful is overrated but the rest of the Park 
more than compensates. Fantastic canyons, 
rivers, waterfalls, forests, multi-coloured 
boiling mud pools, to name but a few high 
points.

The US has many National Parks, as do 
many countries. The difference is that US 
Parks are so well organized. Whatever your 
physical ability or disability, however much 
time you have to spend, you will not be 
disappointed. The main sites are accessible 
by road with viewpoints and lookouts so 
that even if you can’t walk or don’t have 
the time you can still take a look at most 
of the important sites. All of them have 
information boards and, in season, there’s 
often a park ranger on duty to explain it 
all. The trails are really well signed with 
distances and hiking times. For those with 
a disability, there are paths for wheelchairs. 
The gradient, if any, is clearly indicated 
and if you need a companion to get you 
around they tell you. Of course, if you’re a 
single-minded trekker for whom anything 

less than 30kms is a stroll, then there are 
trails in wilderness areas, once you have a 
backcountry permit. No one is left out and 
all needs are catered for. And the Visitor 
Centres are a show apart: lectures, videos, 
trail information, wildlife and flora guides, 
cafés and picnic areas are standard and the 
rangers really know their stuff. Best of all 
we had perfect weather: warm, sunny days 
and clear skies almost the whole of our trip 
and cool at night.

NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW/SNOW 
BUSINESS

Our last stop was Cody/WY famous for 
Buffalo Bill… Cody. He was born and 
bred there and is the star of a spectacular 
museum. Our flight to NYC was very 
early the next morning, so we booked our 
taxi and got a good night’s sleep. When 
we opened the curtains we found 10cm 
of snow had fallen during the night! A 
freak snowstorm in late summer!! The 
taxi slithered its way to the airport – no 
snowploughs yet. Cody has a tiny, local 
airport for small planes as feeders to the 
regional hubs. The incoming flight had 
been cancelled. “Come back tomorrow,” 
said the ground staff. “We can’t. We have 
a wedding tomorrow near NYC.” “Your 
only hope,” we were told, “is to go to 
Billings where it hasn’t snowed. There’s 
one flight out of there just after noon. 
Just jump in your car and drive for 3 
hours.” “But we don’t have a car!” “The 
car rental opens at 9am. Be first in line, 
rent and drive there as quick as you can. 
You should make it.”

We begged to disagree; when you’ve lived 
in Rio for 40 years you’re not exactly 
familiar with ice and snow! At the head of 

the other line was a guy who also had to 
get out … to a funeral. Same story: drive to 
Billings. He had a car. Doris asked him if he 
was travelling alone. “Yes!” And would he 
consider giving us a lift? Before he answered 
I pointed to our two cases and the wedding 
present in a big cardboard box. No problem. 
“It’s still early so I’ll do an hour’s work. I’ll 
drop you off back at your hotel so you can 
have breakfast and pick you up at 9am.” We 
called the Hampton Jitney and got seats on 
the last coach at 11.50pm from a bus stop 
in Queens. Our hotel in the Hamptons said 
they’d leave the side entrance open and the 
key in the door of the room

KEEP RIGHT ON TO THE END OF THE 
ROAD

Promptly at 9am our friendly driver picked 
us up. The first half of the journey was in a 
snow storm on unploughed roads. Then it 
cleared up. The flights were uneventful and 
at 9.30pm we got a taxi from La Guardia 
to Queens. We found the bus stop in front 
of a noisy bar full of bikers. Not the most 
salubrious spot to wait a couple of hours. A 
guy was slumped on the bench with a case. 
We asked if he was waiting for the Jitney: 
11.50pm he said. Well, that tallies! He was 
from Portland/OR and going to a wedding! 
Now, if ever there was a coincidence. “Are 
you a friend of the bride or the groom?” 
“I’m the father of the bride!” Not the same 
wedding!! On the dot, the bus arrived. Two 
hours later we pulled into our stop. No 
taxis. So we struggled the last 500mts with 
two cases and the big cardboard box to the 
hotel. The side door was open and the key 
was in the lock. Made it!

Better to travel hopefully… and arrive!

VexilloLogy

THE CRUX OF THE MATTER
Clear and warm summer nights are returning and, perhaps 
more frequently, many of us will marvel at the southern sky. 
Sailing under the Celestial Equator, lights dimmed during 
nocturnal navigation, the ferry boat “gaiolas” plying the 
Amazon River provide a perfect platform from which to 
see the multitude of stars displayed in both hemispheres, 
including, when you look south, the smallest of the 88 
officially named constellations.

But soon after you enter northern degrees of latitude, Crux 
becomes invisible. The five stars of the Southern Cross (as we 
know it in English) are found on the national flags of Brazil, 
Australia, New Zealand, Samoa, and Papua New Guinea, for 
a very good reason. At the Tropic of Capricorn (23.5 degrees 
south latitude) and all latitudes farther south, you can see 
the constellation at any hour of the night all year around. In 
that part of the Southern Hemisphere, the Southern Cross is 
circumpolar – always above the horizon.

The Southern Cross is an excellent guide to the location of 
the South Pole, but only if the observer can find and identify 
the constellation correctly. Theoretically, this should not 
be difficult since Cruzeiro do Sul is located near two very 
bright stars—Alpha and Beta Centauri—and itself includes 
Acrux (“Estrela de Magalhães”) and Becrux (“Mimosa”), all 
of which are among the 21 brightest, first magnitude stars 
in the sky. 

However, any observer who looks up and tries to identify 
Cruzeiro do Sul from its image on the Brazilian flag (within 
the blue sphere under “ORDEM E PROGRESSO”) will be 
misled and tricked by the nearby False Cross in Argo Navis, 
an asterism with stars from the constellation Carina that is 
larger and less bright, but does not point South. Like two 
kites in the sky, the False and the Southern Cross appear to 
be mirror images. Yet, despite its two bright stars and with 
the paler fifth star on the right side, it is the Southern Cross 
that looks false. 

Observed from earth, Cruzeiro do Sul shows the much 
smaller and less bright fifth star, affectionately called 
Intrometida placed between Pálida and Estrela de Magalhães 
on what appears to be the wrong side. The reason Intrometida 
is now to the right (and not the left as on the flag) is that the 
depicted view – by law – represents the Southern Cross as 
it appeared over “the city of Rio de Janeiro at 8:30 in the 
morning of November 15, 1889” as “seen by an observer 
from outside the celestial sphere.” On the day Brazil was 
proclaimed a Republic, the Cruzeiro do Sul’s main axis was 
directly perpendicular above the carioca horizon, pointing 
down to the South Pole.  

The same law also decrees that each of the flag’s 27 stars 
represent a specific state, so Estrela de Magalhães and 
Mimosa represent São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, respectively; 
the other 3 stars represent Minas Gerais, Bahia and Espírito 
Santo. Since the “selfie” received in November through 
Rosetta-tinted optics from lander Philae, 311 million 
miles from earth, we know that Comet 67P is still within 
the “celestial sphere” and unable to take a portrait of the 
Southern Cross as depicted by the Brazilian flag. Perhaps 
that’s why all other national flags containing the Southern 
Cross (Australia, New Zealand, Samoa and Papua New 
Guinea) portray it as seen from earth. 

Brazil’s yellow lozenge within a green rectangle hasn’t 
changed since the country’s first days after independence. 
The cross and stars within a blue circle were also there 
from the very beginning, although the stars were not the 
Southern Cross and there were  only 19 of them.  Three 
months later, on December 1, a few modifications reflected 
the coronation of Dom Pedro as the first Emperor of Brazil. 
Since then the colors and shapes have remained essentially 
the same.  

Brazilian elementary school students were (and may still be) 
taught that green represents the country’s abundant forests 
and agricultural riches, yellow is a symbol of the country’s 
wealth in gold and other mineral riches, blue reflects the 
clear tropical skies, and (of course) white the purity of its 
population’s ideals and guiding principles, as well as Peace. 
Unlike most flags, Brazil’s didn’t need the color red, we 
were told, because no blood was shed while obtaining and 
maintaining its independence. 

Later on, in our middle school ginásio, some of our 
teachers taught us that the auri-verde really had its roots 
in the green colors of Dom Pedro’s House of Bragança, 
combined with the yellow of his first wife’s Habsburg  
family. We also learned that “ORDEM E PROGRESSO” 
(always in green capital letters) was the positivist motto 
of the Republicans who proclaimed Brazil a Republic on 
November 15, 1889.  

We wish a meaningful Hannukah and Christmas holiday to 
our Jewish and Christian friends and readers. To all much 
happiness and health under propiciously aligned, bright 
stars.  And a good beginning to a great Year 2015!

Peter Janos Kurz
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Born and brought up in 
Brazil

Before I left the Rio Consulate 
General in March 2002, I wrote to the 
Paissandú Club and Niteroi Cricket 
Club in the hope they had some old 
photos showing the boys in a football 
or cricket team. I never had a reply. 
Much to my regret, I did not get 
around to searching through some 
old parish documents that Rachel 
Boxall had found at Christ Church. I 
also checked the Consulate General 
records for references to the deaths of 
John and Florence Moore, but found 
none. Perhaps they left Rio after the 
grief of losing their three sons and 
the unfathered grandchildren who 
died with them. I hope they did not 
and had daughters and enjoyed their 
grandchildren as they grew old. The 
only evidence of their existence is 
the plaque they left behind in Christ 
Church to commemorate their three 
young sons inscribed with just 22 well 
chosen words: “Born and brought up in 
Brazil, they voluntarily took part in the 
Great War and sacrificed their lives for 
their Home Country.”  

So there we have it: some idea of 
what happened to just three of those 
commemorated on the Christ Church 
memorial. Alan was 23, Colin 19 and 
Bruce 21.  

Retracing steps

When I finally left Rio, I visited the 
Somme and Ypres with a good friend 
Bob Cobley with whom I had served 
at the British Embassy in Copenhagen. 
We visited Deville Wood and walked 
the route the Moore bothers would 
have taken. The walk to Flers took no 
time at all, passing the chalk outline of 
Switch Trench in the freshly ploughed 
spring earth where Alan and Colin 
paid the ultimate price. It was poignant 
to find the Commonwealth War Grave 
Commission headstone at Heilly 
Station Cemetery bearing Colin’s 
name, the only one of the Moore 
brothers to have a known grave. Later, 
standing on the edge of Battle Wood, 
I could see, underneath the railway 
embankment, the German concrete 
machine-gun bunkers which cut down 
Bruce. Trains still run along that same 
railway embankment to this day, their 

passengers oblivious to the German 
bunkers and the carnage that took 
place beneath them.   

Lest we forget

Perhaps in this WWI Commemorative 
Centenary year someone in Rio might 
find time to delve a little deeper, not 
just into the history of the Moore 
brothers but that of the 36 others who 
answered the Home Country call in 
WWI and whose names appear on the 
Christ Church memorial. Several are 
from the same family: Cross, Hood and 
Parker. And there are yet the names 
of a further 47 from the Rio British 
Community who died in WWII … 

Geoff Cowling - HM Consul General 
Rio de Janeiro 1999-2002

Memories

Memories
2014 marked the 100th anniversary of 
the start of WW1 about which much 
has been written, discussed, argued 
about and remembered. As the year 
comes to a close and the horrors of war 
once again fill our newspapers, former 
Consul General Geoff Cowling helps us 
remember three young men who left Rio 
to pay the ultimate price for peace.

When I attended the Remembrance 
Day Services in Christ Church twelve 
years ago as HM Consul General in 
Rio, I was taken aback at the number of 
names, read out by the Reverend Simon 
Boxall, of members of the Rio British 
Community who had died on the 
battlefields of Europe, particularly in 
the First World War, whose centenary 
we commemorate this year.

The names of the three Moore brothers 
always stood out in my mind - Alan, 
Bruce and Colin. Their parents John 
and Florence Moore had placed a brass 
plaque in Christ Church, in memory of 
the tragic loss of their sons. 

From Nichteroy to France

While on leave in the UK, I spent 
a couple of days at The National 
Archive at Kew to find out what had 
happened to the Moore brothers. 
The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records gave their 
address as “22 (42?) Ladeira Ricardo 
Ferreira” in Niteroi. The brothers had 
consecutive service numbers and 
had travelled to the UK and enlisted 
together in “A” company of the 23rd 
Battalion of the Duke of Cambridge’s 
Own Middlesex Regiment. I drew the 
original Battalion Diary – individual 
water-stained sheets completed daily in 
pencil by the commanding officer. The 
Battalion consisted of 32 officers and 
949 men. According to the Battalion 
War Diary, after training, the Battalion 
was sent to France in May, 1916. 

Into Battle … 

On 15 December, the Battalion first 
went into action, advancing from 
Delville Wood on the Somme to attack 
the German-held village of Flers, 
supported by the very first use of tanks. 
The slaughter began as soon as they left 
their positions. Alan was killed in that 

attack. His body was never recovered 
and his name is commemorated on the 
massive Somme memorial at Thiepval 
on which are inscribed the names of 
the 72,200 men who disappeared on 
the Somme battlefield during the four-
month campaign. Perhaps Alan’s body 
lies in one of the many “Known unto 
God” graves in Bull’s Road Cemetery 
on the outskirts of Flers. Colin was 
also mortally wounded and died of his 
wounds four days later. He is buried 
at the Heilly Station Cemetery at 
Mericourt l’Abbe. 

According to the Middlesex regimental 
history “Diehards in the Great War” by 
Everard Wilson, “The battalion was 
exposed to heavy enfilade shell fire and 
retired from Flers at the end of the day to 
the newly captured Switch trench” The 
slaughter had reduced the Battalion to 
just 3 officers and 110 men.  

The impact of this on Bruce, who 
had lost both his brothers and many 
comrades in a few murderous hours, 
must have been devastating. Bruce 
soldiered on to serve alone for a 
further 10 months, moving to Ypres 
in Belgium. On 31 July, “A” Company 
left Battle Wood in the first day of 
the Passchendaele campaign. The 
Battalion diary for 31 July, 1917 reads: 
“Barrage on the German front. Attack 
commenced. The ground between 
the between the canal and railway 
embankment was impassable owing to 
a wide expanse of water. This compelled 
the troops to advance along the railway 
embankment, coming under machine 
gun fire from German dugouts on the 
railway embankment and the crest of a 
hill 500 yards on the left flank. Numerous 
casualties occurred at this juncture. Most 
of the wire had been cut, but sufficient 
remained around the waterlogged shell 
holes near the railway embankment 
to impede troops. All positions were 
under heavy machine gun fire and were 
located by enemy aeroplanes flying low 
over the lines. Troops shelled throughout 
the day. Casualties: 14 killed, 4 missing, 
121 wounded.”  Bruce, the last of the 
Moore brothers, perished in that 
attack; his body was never recovered. 
Bruce’s name appears on the memorial 
to the missing at the Menin Gate in 
Ypres where the spit-perfect buglers of 
the Ypres Fire Brigade sound the Last 

Post every evening. That battle was 
not all one-sided. The Battalion diary 
goes on chillingly to record “Enemy 
attempted to counterattack, but were 
held in check by Lewis Gun and rifle 
fire until the artillery barrage opened up 
and annihilated them.”

Major Ron Morris, the Middlesex 
Regiment historian later wrote to me 
“Bruce must have been distraught and 
very alone when Alan and Colin were 
killed in 1916. Today he would have 
been taken out of the line and given a 
post where he could have lasted out the 
war.” A great pity that policy was not 
operating then. 

Selling a very Unique home that belonged to an English family, expats of the Rio community

• 150 kms from RJ nestled in the cool & peaceful mountains of Teresópolis  
• Landscape totals 3,000 mts with 800 mts of constructed area • Adjacent  to 
home are stables, kennels, wendy houses • Heart-shaped lake filled with Carp 
• Lapa for sundowners overlooking lake and rolling lawns. • River running 
through property with a small waterfall and bridge leading to guest house 
• House totals 4 bedrooms with imbúia wood cupboards in all and 5 bath-
rooms • Garage for 8 cars plus volleyball court • Large fireplace surrounded by 
carpeted area to sit around and enjoy at any angle. 
This stunning home is filled with many treasures and happy memories.
Contact Thalita MacGregor: email thalitacendrowicz@gmail.com - phones 
(21) 99305-4741 (during December, portuguese speaking only) or (021) 
99224-7667 (from January on, Portuguese and English speaking).
https://www.aluguetemporada.com.br/haod/126.3659226.3673643/property.html

A Community Worthy of Remembrance

Colin Moore’s grave a Heilly Station cemetery

Thiepval Memorial to the 72,000 Somme missing

Flers. 41 Division Memorial including Middlesex

Bulls Road Cemetery Flers
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DECEMBER
03 Coral para Todos (Jubilee Hall)

04 TBS Carol Service (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall)

06 WDA Christmas Bazaar (Jubilee Hall)

08 SCM Christmas Concert (Christ Church)

12 SCM Concert (Lutheran Cathedral)

13 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall)

14 Christ Church Carol Service

15 Sing-along Messiah (Christ Church)

16  EARJ last day of 2nd Quarter

16 Chanukah begins sundown

17 Canadian Happy Hour (Amir Restaurant)

18 TBS C11 Graduation (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall)

19 TBS Last Day Term 2

21 All Saints Niteroi Carols and Communion

25 Christmas Family Communion Christ Church

Brazilian Holiday Calendar:
Dec 31 - Wednesday - Reveillon

Jan 01 – Thursday - New Year’s Day

Jan 20 - Tuesday - São Sebastião (Rio only)

Feb 14 –18 Sat–Wed - Carnaval

Apr 03 – Friday - Good Friday

Apr 05 – Sunday - Easter

Apr 21 - Tuesday  - Tiradentes

Apr 23 - Thursday - São Jorge (Rio only)

May 01 -  Friday - Workers Day

June 04 – Thursday - Corpus Christi

Sep 07 - Monday - Independence Day

Oct 12 – Monday - N.Sa. Aparecida

Nov 02 - Monday  - All Souls’ Day

Nov 15 – Sunday - Republic Day

Nov 20 – Friday - Dia do Zumbi (Rio only)

Dec 25 - Friday - Christmas 

Calendar

DEADLINE 
for our January 2015 issue 
is Monday, 15th December

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CliniCal PsyChologist. ExPEriEnCE with ExPatriatEd 
and cross-cultural issues. 

lived many years overseas: canada, singapore, uK and usa. 
practice at Botafogo - rua voluntários da pária 190. 

appointment By phone +55 (21) 99966.9494 
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Contact  Alcoholics Anonymous 
aario.org - Richard (21) 99867 8377

Classified ads
SERVICES

BaBy SITTERS - IN NEED OF A BABY SITTER? WE CAN HELP YOU OUT! 
TRUSTWORTHY BABY SITTERS WITH EXPERIENCE AND GOOD REFERENC-
ES. BILINGUAL: ENGLISH AND PORTUGUESE. PLEASE CALL: (021) 97168-
8159, 98872-0524, 98875-4262 OR E-MAIL: TRUSTWORTHYBABYSITTERS@
GMAIL.COM


