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HAPPY NEW YEAR! We pursue HAPPINESS! but celebrate 
NEWNESS! 

2017 has started with a bang, on many levels. It’s seemingly 
a Brave New World, filled with Brexiteers and post-Truth 
twitterers, alternative facts, prison riots, clarion calls for walls, 
controversial appointments to government positions including 
Supreme Court Justices and more. It seems clear that 2017 will 
be very different from 2016 and prior years.

From our own local perspective, The Umbrella is pleased to welcome 
three  new contributors to our pages: Clive Dawson and Hero 
Lomas and Luke Simone. Moreover, we continue to appreciate 
contributions from two who joined us a while back — Nan Hirsch 
and Alexander Corrie — and a retrospective from our perennial 
theatre maven, Ewa Proctor. We are always seeking contributions 
from our readers, or from our readers’ family and friends, or anyone 
else who has something of interest to our community. 

Did we mention we like pictures? Pictures you have taken and 
really should share with our community? Well, it’s true, we 
do like pictures and would love to get more from our readers. 
In fact, when we REALLY  like pictures, we can use them on 
our cover, thus (perhaps) earning for the photographer the 
full fifteen minutes of fame Andy Warhol promised (almost) 
everyone. 

To put newness within historical perspective, 2017 marks the 
100th year since the founding of the American Society of Rio de 
Janeiro — our first Centennial! New President Mateen Thobani 
and the Board of Governors have a full slate of events planned, 
some traditional, some new, some for members only, some 
for everyone. Check out the AmSoc column in our 4Corners 
section.

Our sponsor and publisher the British and Commonwealth 
Society (BCS) have recently appointed a new office manager — 
Barbara Valverde. We at The Umbrella welcome her on board, as 
she fills the capacious shoes of the late Gaynor Smith. 

In closing, we have sad news and glad news. On the sad 
news front, Gerry Lies, long a stalwart of our community 
and a dear friend to many of us, succumbed to illness last 
month; his son Robert remembers him poignantly in this 
issue.

On the glad news front, we are delighted to note that, by reason 
of their extraordinary efforts on behalf of Great Britain during 
the 2016 Rio Olympics and Paralympics, Consul General 
Jonathan Dunn (OBE) and Vice-Consul Oliver Ballhatchet 
(MBE) have received ever-so-well-deserved official recognition 
from Queen Elizabeth II in the New Year’s Honours List. Well 
done, both! 

Join the BCS and you won’t miss a thing. 
Culture, sports, music, entertainment of every stripe, opportunities 

for giving of yourself to worthwhile causes, and, above all, the 
companionship and support of like-minded folk. Joining 

the BCS is easy, a one-stop process, with multiple rewards. 
Go to our website and you’re nearly done. Or, if you prefer, 
contact our office, 2537-6695, and we’ll talk you through it. 

You don’t know what you’re missing. Nor do we, 
until we know you a little better. You’re so very welcome.

British and Commonwealth Society 
Rua Real Grandeza, 99. Botafogo. Tel.: 2537-6695. 

Email: bcsrio@bcs.org.br  Website: www.bcsrio.org.br 

YOU’RE WELCOME!
FEELING LEFT OUT?

WELL, JUMP RIGHT IN!

The Umbrella is published monthly by the British and Com-
monwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro. Print run: 600 copies. 
Editor: Michael Royster - mr.royster@uol.com.br
Graphic Design & Desktop Publishing: 
Marcia Fialho - marcia@marciafialho.com.br 
Films & Printing: Grafica Falcao. 
Cover: Design by Marcia Fialho
Society articles are the responsibility of each society. 
The Umbrella  is distributed free to all members of the Rio de 
Janeiro BCS, American Society, St. Andrew Society, Royal 
British Legion & British School staff. 
Classified ads: Monica Mendes at the BCS office: 
Tel: (21) 2537-6695  E-mail: bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br 
Commercial non-classified ads: 
please inquire about technical procedures with 
Marcia Fialho: marcia@marciafialho.com.br

Deadline for April issue: Monday, March 20th.

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

THE QUONDAM ON NEWNESS 
MICHAEL ROYSTER

FROM THE CHAPLAIN

ADVENT

One of the books I received for Christmas, or just after Christmas, 
when we were back in England, was “Housman Country” by Peter 
Parker. A. E. Housman: classicist, poet, atheist, homosexual and 
my second cousin three times removed. I also received “Openness 
Unhindered: Further Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert on Sexual 
Identity and Union with Christ” by Rosaria Champagne Butterfield. 
It’s not the first visit back to the UK when lots of people seem keen 
to talk to us about homosexuality’; but, maybe we can tackle that 
one in a future Chaplain’s Corner…

For now, I’d much rather talk about Housman’s beautiful poetry. 
He wouldn’t have wanted me to quote a mere extract of his greatest 
and first opus A Shropshire Lad, but space constrains us:

INTO my heart on air that kills
From yon far country blows:
What are those blue remembered hills,
What spires, what farms are those?
That is the land of lost content,
I see it shining plain,
The happy highways where I went
And cannot come again.
It is poetry born of longing, a very British saudade. With a hint 
of the Italian: blue hills abound in the Renaissance landscapes in 
London’s National Gallery, where Housman doubtless wandered 
of an idle lunch-hour from the Patent Office, fleeing the monotony 
of his first job.

A saudade not a little Greek too. I can only think that Plato’s Phaedo 
was on the poet’s mind as he imagined an idealised landscape, 
somehow implanted deep in his soul. If, as Socrates teaches, all 
learning is recollection from a psychic pre-existence, perhaps 
Housman felt trapped in his own materialism.

We met a lad whose parents had called him Eden. I found myself 
quite distracted after the flood of memories his name evoked.

I’m not sure how seriously Plato wants us to take Socrates’ 
provocative teachings. But I am sure that God “has placed eternity 
in the human heart” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) – an eternity unexpected 
things can evoke, a pristine eternity deep in our being. The Way to 
this eternity is Christ.

The doors are open here at Christ Church. Do pop along, especially 
if you haven’t in a while. We love to share our journey.

MARK SIMPSON

A.E. Housman
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NEW GENERAL MANAGER

Some of you will already have come 
into contact with Barbara Valverde, 
our new office manager. Barbara comes 
to the BCS direct from a two-year stint 
with sports and security consultants 
Foot in Brazil, where she helped to 
manage the logistics and support 
for more than a dozen Olympic and 
Paralympic teams and delegations as 
well as other sports-related companies. 
Previous to that Barbara worked at 
the British Consulate with UKTI 
Sports and Infrastructure as Assistant 
Sector Manager, and as an intern at the 
Consulate before that while she was 
studying for her degree in International 
Relations at UFRJ.

Barbara, originally from Minas Gerais, 
speaks fluent English and Portuguese 
and we are certain that her excellent 
communication skills and her willing, 
proactive nature will quickly endear 
her to all users of the Real Grandeza 
site and that she will soon make her 
mark there. Mônica Mendes, who 
has held the fort in the BCS office for 
the last year, will be on hand to assist 
Barbara as she finds her way around 
and to continue to help with day-to-
day matters. 

If you are in the area, do drop in and 
introduce yourself and make Barbara 
feel welcome.

DUES ARE DUE

Membership rates have been kept at 
the same level as last year and once 
again, we would like to encourage you 
to make a donation along with your 
subscription – either to one of the 
BCS Funds or to another community 
entity or fund. You can download a 
“boleto” from the BCS website or you 
can pay by deposit or online transfer to 
the account below. You can also pay by 
cheque or cash at the Office

Banco Bradesco S/A sssssss ssss 
Agência: 3369 sssaaassss ssaa 
aassConta corrente nº 3894-
6   aaa a Name: The British and 
Commonwealth Society of Rio a 
CNPJ: 33.716.572/0001-20 

R$120 – Single membership

R$165 – Family membership

R$1900 – Lifetime Family   
R$1425 – Lifetime Single   
R$700 – Lifetime Single (over 70 years)

R$950 – Lifetime Family (over 70 years) 
If you don’t use a “boleto”, please send 
proof of your payment to the Office 
at <assistente@bcsrio.org.br> so that 
we can identify it as yours. You can 
usually do this directly via the online 
banking system, or save or photograph 
your “comprovante” and send it by 
email. If any of the above proves 
difficult, please contact the office and 
we’ll try to give you a hand.

DONATIONS
Even if you have no subscription 
payment to make, because you opted 

for Life Membership or are exempt 
due to age, please collaborate in any 
way you can. Most of the charities 
depend entirely on voluntary work and 
donations, and they make important 
contributions to local society; some 
of them are described below. Please 
mention the amounts and their 

destinations in your email or covering 
letter when you send us your proof of 
payment. You can access the donations 
page on the website, or use any of the 
payment methods mentioned above.

BCS Welfare Fund

The BCS Welfare Committee Members 
work hard to support those in need 
within our community. Apart from 
financial support, we make frequent 
visits, and provide advice and 
companionship. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with visiting people 
in need, please contact the Office.

BCS Property Development Fund

Due to its age and status as a listed 
building, the property at Rua Real 
Grandeza 99 requires constant 
maintenance. An enormous amount of 
work has been done in the last years, 
some routine and some emergency 
(e.g. replacement of two stained glass 
windows that blew in during a storm). 
The Property Fund is now somewhat 
depleted and important jobs, such 
as refurbishment of the Jubilee Hall, 
have had to be put on the back burner. 
Please consider contributing towards 
the improvements that are sorely 
needed.

BCS Community Fund

This Fund covers most of the BCS’s 
activities, with the exception of Welfare 
for our own community. It is out of this 
Fund that we contribute towards several 
local charities. All our membership 
services, office expenses including 
salaries, subsidising of events, The 
Umbrella magazine and the Website, are 
also provided for by this Fund. 

British Burial Fund  

The “English Cemetery” at Gamboa 
is one of the oldest British institutions 
in Rio.   It is a state-listed monument 
and has to be kept in first-class repair. 
(Information: Chris Hieatt, British 
Burial Fund/English Cemetery. 
<hieatt@terra.com.br>)

ASA RIO – Anglican Social Action in 
Rio de Janeiro (formerly Boys’ Town)

Instead of an orphanage for boys, the 
premises and resources in Araras, 
near Petrópolis, are used to reach out 
to whole families, with pre-school 
education and a crèche for the very 
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BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)

young children of bread-winning 
mothers. (Information: Noreen Smith. 
<ronosmith@gmail.com>)

Ambulatório da Praia do Pinto

The Ambulatório da Praia do Pinto 
was founded in 1954 by Rev. R.K. Reibs 
and the wives of the UK, USA and 
Canadian Ambassadors. Now located 
in Jardim Botânico, it continues to 
minister to underprivileged families 
in the city and state of Rio. Over 
20 doctors/dentists are employed, 
covering a wide range of specialities 
and the medication prescribed by them 
is given FREE to patients. (<www.
ambpraiadopinto.webnode.com>)

We can also forward your donations 
to Christ Church, the Royal British 
Legion and the NRH Fund. All the 
above donation options are available 
via the website, or you can drop us a 
line to say which fund you would like 
your donation to go to when you send 
us your proof of payment.

As we dig in for what promises to be 
a challenging year, please dig deep on 
behalf of people who need our help. 
Thank you.

Philip Carruthers - Chairman

BCS Christmas Party

We rounded off the year with a very 
successful Christmas Lunch, held on 
December 10 in the Jubilee Hall with 
Consul General Jonathan Dunn and his 
wife Karen in attendance. Around 120 
guests tucked into traditional British 
Christmas fare, cooked to perfection 
by Chef Joel Guérin and his team, and 
served under the capable watch of Karl 
Lillienwald. Both these gentlemen 
and many of their helpers gave their 
time for free, in the knowledge that 
proceeds went to a good cause, in this 
case the Casa de Apoio à Criança com 
Câncer Santa Teresa (www.caccst.org.
br). This NGO provides a home for 
children and their families who have 
to come to Rio for cancer treatment, 
as it is not available in the areas where 
they live. They receive lodging, meals, 
educational support and a lot of love 
and care from the dedicated team, led 
by Sandra Nóbrega and her daughter 
Roberta, who came to the lunch with 
her husband and young son. We are 
delighted to say that R$5000,00 was 
donated to CAACST on this occasion.

4
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Monica and Barbara

Banco Bradesco S/A
Agência: 3369
Conta corrente: 3894-6
The British and Commonwealth      
Society of Rio de Janeiro
CNPJ 33.716.572/0001-20

R$120 - Single membership
R$165 - Family membership
R$1900 - Lifetime Family
R$1425 - Lifetime Single
R$700 - Lifetime Single (over 70 years)
R$950 - Lifetime Family (over 70 years)
R$000 - Over 80 years

Anne & Brian Robinson, Jane & Alex Cacouris, Cida Szatmari

Benjamin Gilbert and Rupert Brasier

Rev. Mark Simpson and Sanjeev Chowdhury

BCS Choir leads the carol singing

mailto:assistente@bcsrio.org.br
mailto:hieatt@terra.com.br
mailto:ronosmith@gmail.com
http://www.ambpraiadopinto.webnode.com/
http://www.ambpraiadopinto.webnode.com/
http://www.caccst.org.br/
http://www.caccst.org.br/
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I n 
addition to a 
fabulous raffle and 

some lively carol singing with Martin 
Hester on the piano, guests enjoyed 
entertainment by members of the 
community (including our erstwhile 
chaplains Mark and Alex!), and a short 
performance by a group of young men 
from NGO Art & Social Transformation. 
Finally, as a mark of gratitude, the BCS 
presented outgoing Canadian Consul 
General Sanjeev Chowdhury with a 
plaque to acknowledge all his support 

for our 
events over the last five years. We 
wish him a fond farewell.

The BCS extends grateful thanks 
to party organisers Anna Whyte, 
Vicky Staniforth, Jenny Byers; 
Donald, Patrick and Nic Whyte 
for help in the kitchen and at 
the bar; Mary Alice Whyte for 
logistics and photography; Chef 
Joel Guérin and Karl Lillienwald 
for food and service coordination; 
Ric Staniforth and Martin Hester 

for entertainment, Wainer Guimarães 
and Juan Boschero for ticket sales 
and barwork, and the following for 
generous donations of raffle prizes: 
Nova Estância Pousada Inn (MG), 
Radisson Blu Hotel (BH), Francesca 
Romana Diana, Mary Zaide Fashion, 
Restaurante Ki, Casa Granado, Via 
Sete Restaurant and Felice Café. Please 
reward our kind donors with your 
custom whenever you can.

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
(AMSOC)
On December 15, the American 
Society held its Annual General Meeting, 
electing ten (10) directors for two-year 
terms. Immediately following, the 
Directors met and chose the Executive 
Committee to lead them through 2017. 
The newly elected President is Mateen 
Thobani, who has written the following 
letter to American Society supporters 
and members, past present and future.
“Greetings from your new President! 
I’m excited to let you know of our 
upcoming activities and plans for this 
centennial year of the Society.

To kick off the year we’re co-hosting 
a Super Bowl party with the Marriott 
Hotel in Copacabana on February 
5th. The game, with American 
commentary and American ads, 
will be broadcast live on a huge 
projection screen. The Marriott is 
offering American Society members 
and supporters a 33% discount on its 
scrumptious American-themed buffet 
(R$90 after discount) and 20%-40% 
discounts on drinks.

On February 14th and also at the 
Marriott, the Society is co-hosting, 
with InterNations, a Valentine’s Day 
celebration at the rooftop Moon Lounge 
with breathtaking views. There’ll be 
a DJ, a dance floor, a food truck, and 
discounted drinks. Did we mention the 
setting is romantic and the views are 
breathtaking? The entrance fee, which 
includes a welcome drink and access 
to discounted drinks, is R$15 for paid-
up AmSoc members and R$40 for our 
other supporters.

For the rest of 2017, we plan to hold 
our popular pancake breakfasts, 
co-host several happy hours at 
interesting venues, restart our 
speaker series, hold a pie bakeoff, 
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introduce members to a typical 
Pakistani brunch, commemorate 
America’s Day with a BBQ, live 
music, and games for adults and 
children, organize cultural events 
and hikes with other groups, sponsor 
a Thanksgiving dinner, and hold a 
Christmas activity for children. We 
also want to continue our tradition of 
raising funds for a local charity. Last 
year we raised R$19,000 for the Art 
and Social Transformation charity. 
If you have ideas for other events or 
would like to help organize one of 
the events above, please come to one 
of our 7 pm monthly Board meetings 
at the Marriott. 

Due to space limitations, some of our 
activities, such as the Pakistani brunch, 
a happy hour at the Yacht Club, and 
attendance at a popular speaker’s talk, 
will be limited to paid-up members. 
By becoming a member, in addition 
to supporting a worthy cause, you will 
ensure not losing out on all that the 
American Society has to offer, while 
receiving discounts to a few of our 
popular events.

The good news is that for the 
fifth year in a row we’ve kept 2017 
membership dues unchanged as 
follows:

Family: R$150
Individual: R$100
Teacher, Consulate or Military Family: 
R$100
Teacher, Consulate or Military Indi-
vidual: R$75
Family with one Senior 65 or over: 
R$100
Senior Individual or Family with two 
Seniors: R$75

To become a member, you can bring 
a check or cash to any of our events, 
making sure that your name and email 
are correctly recorded and specifying 
the membership category. For family 
membership, please also provide the 
name of your spouse and the names 

and ages of any children under the age 
of 21.

Alternatively, you can deposit the 
funds directly into the American 
Society account and send us an 
email at <contact.amsoc@gmail.com> 
confirming the amount and date of the 
deposit. If you have any questions on 
membership, call our Treasurer Jim 
Kappeler at 2522-6633 or 99974-3341. 
Our account details at Banco Itaú (341) 
are:

Agency 0304, Account 06145-0, 
Sociedade Americana do Rio de 
Janeiro - CNPJ 33.629.361/0001-50

Last but definitely not least, as it’s 
our centennial year, we are seeking 
sponsors to make 2017 more special, 
possibly by sponsoring a stand-
alone dinner and dance event or by 
making our Thanksgiving dinner 
an elegant gala with live music 
and dancing. If your company is 
interested in sponsoring such an 
event, or if you have a contact at 
a company that may be open to 
such sponsorship, please contact 
Walter Palmer by email at <walter@
pinheiro-palmer.adv.br> or by phone 
at 21 99846-7395.
I look forward to seeing you soon at 
one (or more) of our upcoming events.
Warm regards,
Mateen

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
NEWS FROM THE WOMEN´S 
DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
We are pleased to inform you that 
thanks to the wonderful support 

received from everyone and to the 
hard work and dedication put into the 
event by the WDA ladies (in the photo 
below), the Christmas Bazaar was a 
great success. 

Special thanks go to our sponsors, in 
alphabetical order: 
ATRIUM RESTAURANT, 
BODMAN – MORRIS, 
COCA COLA, 
FABRIMAR, 
FAUSTO MARTINS, 
GRAND HYATT HOTEL, 
H.M. CONSUL GENERAL, 
JAMER BOOKS & THINGS, 
LABORATÓRIOS GRANADO, 
MANFRED HUFNAGEL, 
NAM THAI RESTAURANT, 
OLIVE ARANTES. 

We hope that we can count on your 
support again next year.

WDA Christmas Bazaar Raffle 2016 
Winning Numbers:
• OVERNIGHT STAY WITH 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO – GRAND 
HYATT HOTEL 02757
• SET OF JACK DANIELS 
BOURBON 01892
• FABRIMAR ACQUACLEAN 
SHOWER 02587
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Natalie Campos and Honey Duan with their little girls

Roberta, Gabriel and Aníbal Nóbrega, from CACCST

Deirdre and Diana Rowntree

George Dunn, Jed Casterton, Mylo Cacouris, William Dunn and Maia Cacouris

WDA ladies

mailto:contact.amsoc@gmail.com
mailto:walter@pinheiro-palmer.adv.br
mailto:walter@pinheiro-palmer.adv.br
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• OIL PAINTING – OLIVE 
ARANTES  02970
• CRYSTAL WATER JUG  02725
• LUNCH FOR TWO AT THE 
ATRIUM RESTAURANT  02885
• PICTURE FROM THE 
PARALYMPIC HOUSE 02911
• BOOK – LUXURY TOYS  02593
• BALLANTINES WHISKY 0136
• COCA COLA TRAVEL BAG 02698
• PEWTER MUG 0138
• DINNER FOR TWO – NAM THAI 
RESTAURANT 02538
• PHOTO FRAME SET 02767
• KNAPSACK  01896
• PRINT 02777
• CRYSTAL VODKA GLASSES 0123
• FABRIMAR KIT OF BATHROOM 
ACCESSORIES  02572
• SPORTS BAG 0021
• MEN´S COSMETIC SET 02920
• GRANT´S WHISKY 02760
• GILSON MARTINS 02926

The total proceeds from our annual 
Jumble Sale held in July, together with 
the profit from the Christmas Bazaar 
including sales of our marmalades, 
pickles and chutneys made throughout 
the year surpassed last year´s result, 
which was very good. The proceeds 
have now been distributed to several 
charities. A donation was made to 
the Ambulatório Praia do Pinto (a 
medical centre for those in need); to 
the Santa Rita de Cássia Orphanage 
in Jacarepaguá; to the Institute Pro 
Criança Cardíaca and to Christ 
Church. 

Anyone wishing to visit the Santa Rita 
de Cássia Orphanage in Jacarepaguá 
will be most welcome. Unfortunately, 
Sister Mabel who has been in charge 
of the Orphanage for many years now 
has just been transferred to a new 
position in the North of Brasil. Sister 
Conceição, who will be replacing 
her, will be happy to show anyone 
around the orphanage. The address is 
Rua Florianópolis, 1305, Praça Seca, 
Jacarepaguá. Phone: 2425-2207. 

The ladies of the WDA will be 
returning to their activities on Tuesday 
7th March ready to face the first 
challenge on their agenda – the Jumble 
Sale in July. We are counting on your 
support to help us fill up the donation 
shelves. We receive donations for this 
event all the year round; the items are 
separated and any articles we consider 
suitable for our Bazaar at the end of 
the year, are set aside. Household items 
including ornaments, clothes, shoes, 
handbags, toys, jigsaw puzzles, can all 
be put to good use. Please check that 
any electrical appliances you send to 
us are in working order. Deliveries can 
be made during the week to Karen, 
secretary, Christ Church, telephone 
2226-7332 or to the BCS assistant 
secretary, Monica, telephone 2537-
6695, any time between 8.30 am 
and 4.30 pm. Please remember that 
between 2 pm and 3.30 pm when the 
school day ends, cars are not allowed 
into the grounds.

New supplies of marmalades, pickles 
and chutneys should be available for 
sale towards the end of March. Please 
recommend these products to your 
friends and neighbours. They are all 
made from English recipes; our prices 
are very good and all the ingredients 
are natural.

If you have any empty marmalade, 
pickles or chutney bottles that we could 
re-use, could you please return them to 
us – with the metal tops please? The 
Nescafe 100g type bottle is also suitable 
for our use. 

Anyone who can spare a few hours on 
Tuesday mornings (from 8 am until 
noon) will be more than welcome to 
join the WDA team of volunteers. 
We are busy all the year round but it 
is not all work and no play, we have 
some good fun and really enjoy the 
work we do. 

Once again, the WDA team would 
like to thank everyone for the support 
received during 2016 and we trust 
that we can continue to count on your 
support in 2017. 

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY 
(SAS)
MOGA vs SAS

For the eleventh year in a row, SAS 
played MOGA for the Centenary 
Cup, dedicated to the memory of Pete 
Campsie. The event was held at the 
Búzios Golf Club on December 10 and 
was sponsored by IRM Services and 
Allrig. 

The top ten scores from each side were 
totaled and resulted in a very narrow 
victory to MOGA: 359 points to 
MOGA and 348 points to SAS! 

The best players on the day were: 
1st - Robson Drummond (MOGA), 
2nd - Beto Prata (MOGA) and 
3rd - Brian Simpson (SAS).

Thanks go to the sponsors, represented 
by James Miller, who provided gifts, 
free shirts, all the drinks and an 
excellent lunch. MOGA provided the 
prizes. 

All money raised, R$4.125,00 through 
entrance fees, a personal donation of 
R$100 from John Bos and an auction 
of golf equipment, will be given to the 
charity APAE. 

Thanks are also due to the Búzios Golf 
club. 

The event was tremendous fun and 
we are looking forward to the return 
match this year at Teresópolis Golf 
Club. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
(RBL)
Each year the Rio de Janeiro Branch 
of the The Royal British Legion is 
delighted that our great supporter 
Melchisedech Affonso de Carvalho 
takes it upon himself to represent our 
Branch at the November ceremonies in 
London.  He did so once again in 2016, 
being present, with his wife Carmen, 
at the Festival of Remembrance 
and the Cenotaph Parade. To be 
completely candid, as in the past, 
security procedures did preclude 
Carmen supporting him during the 
Parade, which required him to find 
new friends. As the photographs show, 
this was not difficult for someone of 
his character and qualities. Once more, 
his efforts put our Branch on the map. 

We are most grateful for this. For those 
who would like to know more of our 
extraordinary member, a brief resumé 
follows.

Born on 16 Nov 1928 in Fortaleza 
(Ceará), son of Dalila M. de Carvalho, 
a descendant of Tabajaras Indians, and 
Army Captain and Presbyterian pastor, 
Manoel Afonso de Carvalho. He was a 
boy seaman at E.A.M Almirante Batista 
das Neves in Angra dos Reis. During 
WW2, he served in convoy and patrol 
missions on the destroyer Bracui.   
He also served on the Tender Ceará 
and the destroyers Mariz e Barros 
and Beberibe, within the destroyer 
squadron. He is the Cultural Director 
for the Association of ex-Combatants 
of Brazil, Rio de Janeiro Section; 
Heritage Director for the Navy Friends 
Association; and a member of The 
Royal British Legion and The British 
& Commonwealth Society of Rio de 
Janeiro. Melchisedech has received 
numerous decorations throughout his 
naval career.

Phil (SAS Captain) handing the trophy to 
Per Gustafson (MOGA Captain)

1st place: Robson Drummond (MOGA)
2nd place: Beto Prata (MOGA)

Part of the SAS team - some had gone home
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EWA PROCTER

A SUMMARY OF 2016

Even with all the political turbulence 
that we had in Brazil last year, theatre, 
considered by many people as the oldest 
existing art, kept alive and ready to amuse 
its audiences.

In my articles written in 2016, I tried once 
again to focus on plays that would be 
enjoyable for my readers to watch, as well 
as trying to diversify their themes as much 
as possible. This does not mean that I have 
seen only the plays I reviewed. I have seen 
many more, but because “The Umbrella” 
is a monthly publication I had to make 
a selection and indicate what I believed 
would be everybody’s best bet.

In February, I started the year with a 
comedy: Alan Ayckbourn’s “Relações 
Aparentes”, its Brazilian title (“Relatively 
Speaking” in English). It brought us a fine 
cast, starring Vera Fisher in the lead, under 
the direction of Ary Coslov. The production 
did not try to modernize the play, they kept 
it the way it was written back in the 1960s, 
and this was an added asset to the evening.

March was a month dedicated to a 
Brazilian author, the famous Nelson 
Rodrigues. As there were two theatre 
companies (one from Rio de Janeiro and 
the other one from São Paulo) staging 
the same play (“Anti-Nelson Rodrigues”) 
on separate occasions and theatres, it was 
a way of comparing the two productions 
and seeing their differences. I must say I 
enjoyed them both!

April brought Rio de Janeiro audiences 
an evening of three one-act plays by three 
different young Brazilian authors (Pedro 
Kosovski, Márcia Zanelatto, and Jo Bilac) 
with the general title “Fatal”. One actor 
(Paulo Verlings) and one actress (Debora 
Lamm) took the parts of the lovers in 
all three plays, under the direction of 
Guilherme Leme Garcia.

May was different. This time the cast 
was a larger one! The story, based on 
historical events (although some of 
them seemed rather fictional!) brought 
“França Antártica” a recognition of 
the wide research undertaken by the 
authors (Alberto Magalhães and Cláudio 
Mendes who also directed), beautifully 
accompanied by music, acrobatics and 
dancing by the entire cast, with wonderful 
sets, costumes and props. 

In June, I had the occasion of watching a 
classic play. Although Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House” 
was modernized in this production, and the 
text itself suffered many changes, even so 
the acting was very good and the play was 
worth seeing. Ibsen is always a delight to 
any audience! Male lead Roberto Bomtempo 
directed, together with Simone Strobel.

After the heavy atmosphere of “A Doll’s 
House”, July brought us a Brazilian 
comedy: “O Amor Perdoa Tudo, Inclusive 
o Casamento” by Fabrício Carpinejar, 
directed by Ary Coslov. Alexandra 
Richter and Mouhamed Harfouch, as 
the complicated married couple, plus 
Marcelo Aquino playing several roles, had 
the audience laughing non-stop on the 
opening night! I heard that this continued 
throughout the run of the play.

But then, already in the second half of 
the year, it was time to review a musical. 
This time, a Brazilian musical. So, for the 
August/September “The Umbrella” I wrote 
about “Gilberto Gil, Aquele Abraço – o 
Musical”, which focused on Gilberto Gil’s 
life and songs, with text and direction by 
Gustavo Gasparani. 

As I myself am a great fan of musicals, my 
October article was also on a musical--
“Love Story” by British authors Stephen 
Clark and Howard Goodall. A different 
approach by director Tadeu Aguiar, who 
had a cast of Afro Brazilians in all the roles. 
And they all acted and sang beautifully!

“Garota de Ipanema, o Amor é Bossa” 
written by Thelma Guedes, assisted by 
Alessandro Marson, Maria Helena Alvim 
and Newton Cannito was the Brazilian 
musical that opened the Teatro Riachuelo 
downtown. In November, I reviewed this 
production. I had the occasion of enjoying 
fine direction by Gustavo Gasparani, with 
Letícia Persiles and Thiago Fragoso in the 
leading roles, plus an excellent supporting 
cast of singers and dancers.

But the year could not finish without a 
farce! “O Casamento Suspeitoso” by Ariano 
Suassuna, presented at the Teatro Eva Herz 
inside the Livraria da Cultura in downtown 
Rio, was the theme of my last article of 
2016, although it was published in the 
double issue of “The Umbrella” (December 
2016/January 2017). A fun play directed by 
Gláucia Rodrigues and Wagner Campos, 
where Gláucia took the male lead!

I wish to add here that some plays are always 
coming back for more! This is the case with 
“Quatro Faces do Amor” by Eduardo Bakr, 
once again directed by Tadeu Aguiar, at the 
Teatro Net Rio. This is a new version of the 
musical I reviewed for “The Umbrella” in 
January, 2012! Although the songs by Ivan 
Lins continue in the production, Aguiar 
has now worked with a different cast from 
the first version. This musical had been 
touring Brazil; it also played in São Paulo 
in May and June 2016, where it won the 
Prêmio Bibi Ferreira, an award dedicated to 
musicals, for the best original script. After 
its short run at the Teatro Net Rio, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays only (from January 10 to 
February 2) this musical will be moving 
to the Teatro Gláucio Gill in Copacabana 
where it will run from March 10 until April 
3rd, 2017.

Speaking of the Teatro Gláucio Gill, it now 
seems to house short runs of plays that have 
been staged at other theatres in Rio. I had 
news that Matei Visniec’s play “O Corpo da 
Mulher Como Campo de Batalha” will also 
have a run at the Teatro Gláucio Gill from 
April 7 until May 1. This play started its 
performances last year at the Teatro SESC 
Copacabana, before moving to the Teatro 
Poeira in Botafogo for a second run. 
Although I did not review this play for 
“The Umbrella” at the time, I believe it is 
worth seeing when it comes back, mainly 
because Visniec is a very interesting 
contemporary writer. Moreover, one of 
the actresses, Fernanda Nobre, has been 
indicated as Best Actress for the Rio de 
Janeiro Prêmio Shell.

So, this is my summary for 2016 – and also 
for the beginning of 2017. I hope to have 
some interesting new things to share with 
you soon!

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre 
translator, and Vice-President of the 

Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

The drug dealers arrived on the 
veranda, as expected. There must have 
been about a dozen or so of them. Out 
of the corner of my eye, I could see the 
glint of gunmetal in the moonlight as 
they gathered in front of the bedroom 
window. I knew why they were here. 
They were here to kill me.

Born in Surrey, England to an Italian 
father and English mother, I graduated 
in law and joined an Anglo-American 
firm with whom I remained for over 
a decade, shuttling monthly between 
London and New York for the firm’s 
investment bank clients. I had thought 
that work colleagues might proffer 
wiser counsel when I decided to 
abandon the law and instead work for 
a Brazilian organization that rescued 
street children. “God called me” I said, 
to which some of them gushed rather 
bizarrely, “it’s going to be great, for 
YOU!” – as if I was going away on a spa 
weekend.

Eight years on, I live in one of the 
oldest slums in Brazil, and the context 
of the Morro da Providência is equally 
unique: the English Cemetery was 
the first formal construction on the 
hill (1809) and at the nearby Valongo 
Wharf almost a million African slaves 
disembarked until abolition (1831). 

The home has a rather sacred, mythical 
status. A place where we retreat 
from life’s problems. Life here in the 
favela plays out very much in the 
open: everyone knows everyone else’s 
business and family trials. So what am 
I doing here, far from Blighty - with a 
couple of Brazilians and a fellow Brit? 
Well, I cringe at the word “missionary”, 
let alone “project”. We’re not an NGO, 
nor a bunch of neocolonialist do-
gooders. We don’t want our “help”to 
hurt.  We’re just a bunch of people 
who take God’s call seriously, and Casa 
Cruzeiro (www.casacruzeiro.org) will 
soon be the first community centre for 
the slum: serving the young, the old 
and the disenfranchised.

Sartre was onto something when he 
said that Hell is other people. Spending 
oneself for families and individuals 
fractured by substance abuse and gang 
violence is often a painful process, but 
I have come to realise that relationship 

is everything – that love cannot be 
learned or practised in isolation. You 
have to be around people - irritating, 
imperfect, demanding, frustrating 
people. Sometimes we can act as if 
relationships are something we squeeze 
into our schedule (we talk about 
finding or making time for others). 
Jesus summarised what matters most 
in two statements: ‘Love God’ and 
‘Love people’ (Matthew 22:37-40). He 
went to people. He didn’t set up a stall 
in Jerusalem and tell people to trek to 
him. 

I am writing this on the day a sixteen-
year-old boy was shot in the head in 
front of the house. Most people see 
violence only in films, but the climate 
of violence and fear is sadly part of 
the fabric of this community. And one 
of the reasons why hope is so sorely 
needed.

The drug traffickers routinely kill 
undercover and off-duty police officers, 
as well as those suspected from rival 
gangs. A neighbour had tipped me off 
that someone had reported me as a 

foreign policeman - hence the armed 
entourage on the veranda. But while 
the neighbours looked on in horror, 
I was able to share my story with a 
captive audience of a dozen gangsters. 

Although some days can be very 
difficult here in the community, 
ironically my well-wishers were 
percipient when they said “it’s going 
to be great for you!” It may sound like 
foolishness to some, but these, now, are 
the best years of my life.

LUKE SIMONE

THEATRE

THEATRE REVIEW

2016

Worthy Causes

PROVIDENCE

Luke with neighbors Nice and Dando

Luke at future home

http://www.casacruzeiro.org
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Gerard Francis Lies – Gerry to his very many friends – died on 
Friday, January 13th, 2017 just a month after his 91st birthday. 
Cremation took place Sunday, January 15th. The Umbrella extends 
its condolences to his widow, Molly, his son, Robert, and daughter, 
Dierdre. 

At the cremation ceremony, Robert gave the following talk, 
which we reprint by permission:

“We honor Gerry today by remembering all that he was: a loving 
and devoted husband to Molly for 64 years; a proud father to my 
sister Dee and myself; a very fond father-in-law to Derek and Susi; 
and an adoring grandfather to his four grandsons, Mark, Peter, 
Nick and Mike.

Dad was born in Rio in 1925 but 
he spent his youth in England and 
attended Charterhouse Public School. 
He then joined the 15th/19th The Royal 
Hussars as a lieutenant serving in Egypt 
and Palestine. Following his service he 
joined BAT in London before coming 
to Brazil. He spent the next 34 years 
working for Souza Cruz where he had a 
successful career in manufacturing.

My father had a full life spanning 91 years. He loved to travel, 
especially if it involved a train ride! He also took up the game 
of golf and although he was always looking for improvement, 
his best successes came at the 19th hole. Dad loved to socialize 
and his outgoing personality made him loved by anyone 
who knew him. He seemed to instantly become friends with 
everyone he met.

He was generous to a fault with his family but always very 
frugal with himself. He loved nothing more than helping out 
his grandsons with any of their needs or endeavors. He enjoyed 
regaling them with long stories of great adventures or interesting 
facts he had read. He also loved nothing more than a good 
adventure or historical book.

We are so grateful and proud to 
call him our husband, father and 
grandfather and will miss him terribly. 
My mother, Dee and I want to thank 
each of you for coming today to honor 
and say goodbye to Gerry. I know Dad 
would be so touched to have you here 
but would also be thinking “what a 
fofoca!”

Gerard Lies
1926 - 2017

A  Message from the Lies Family
Our family would like to thank you for attending 
our  beloved Gerry’s service at the Memorial do 
Carmo  and also for all the kind  expressions of 
sympathy received during this difficult time. We 
are truly grateful for your friendship and support.

If you want to drink, 
that’s your business.

If you want to stop, that’s ours.
Alcoholics Anonymous

www.aario.org
Serge: 21 2294 5447 / 21 99974 8824

“If you cannot think of anything appropriate to say, you will please 
restrict your remarks to the weather,” says Mrs. Dashwood to her 
younger daughter Margaret in the 1995 film version of Jane Austen’s 
classic novel ‘Sense and Sensibility’. It seems as if the only thing we 
have been doing lately, is complaining rather than commenting. 
The high temperatures, the sudden rainstorms, the flooding, plus 
the violent lightning flashes occupy our conversation and other 
activities. 

Early in the morning, our dressing routine includes choosing 
light clothing, the essential sun block and our friendly umbrella. 
Furthermore, we have to decide if besides wearing sandals we 
should take galoshes in a backpack. Maybe a hat, or a jacket to brave 
the air conditioning, or perhaps a raincoat could be sensible…

In case you pass by the beach on the way to work, do you envy 
those semi-nude individuals spending their leisure time under 
the sweltering sun? Do you get tanned? Or are you afraid of the 
ultraviolet rays and feel you have to supplement your diet with 
vitamin D because you avoid its natural source. In fact, lack of this 
vitamin is very common nowadays when sun protection reigns 
supreme.

Complaining is not going to solve our problem, but there is always 
this nagging question every time we hear the weather report: why, 
oh why, is the temperature in Rio de Janeiro frequently higher than 
the other big cities in Brazil during summer? 

Our research pointed to our first possible answer: Rio’s 
geographical location. It’s far from the Equator and close to the 
Tropic of Capricorn, so it’s subject to the earth’s axial rotation; 
therefore, the four seasons are felt more acutely. 

Second, winds in Rio do not circulate easily due to its mountains, 
creating the usual stifling sensation. Third, urban development is 
responsible for increasing cities’ temperatures. In Rio, those big 
seafront buildings function as a barrier to the wind coming from 
the sea, while also contributing to high sunlight radiation.

Recently we have all learned that, although the “real” temperature 
may be only, let us say, 32° Celsius, it feels like 38°C—or, even 
more scary for people in the USA, 100°F! This is called “sensação 
térmica” in Portuguese, but is rendered “feels like” or “apparent” 
temperature in English. 

Who cares what it’s called! It is H-O-T! The 2017 weather forecast 
for summer in our neck of the woods is strong winds, high 
temperatures and even some hailstorms. So, fasten your seatbelts, 
and welcome summertime! 

NAN CARIOCA

Here comes the sun
NAN HIRSCH

Photo:  EDUARDO
 ALO

NSO

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST. EXPERIENCE WITH EXPATS
AND CROSS-CULTURAL ISSUES. 

LIVED MANY YEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINGAPORE, UK AND USA. 
PRACTICE AT BOTAFOGO - RUA VOLUNTÁRIOS DA PÁTRIA 190. 

APPOINTMENT BY PHONE +55 (21) 99966.9494 
OR EMAIL VIVIANERICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM

PORTUGUESE AND ENGLISH TEACHER
LUIZ SOUZA

QUALIFIED MA IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS. CLASSES AT YOUR 
PLACE OR WORK - PHONE +55 (21) 987376899 OR EMAIL: 

SOUZA.LUIZ1963@GMAIL.COM

Condé Clinic   Women’s Healthcare Center  
Obstetrics • Gynecology • Vaccine center 
Medical, nutritional, physiotherapy services
Tests • Preventive care 
Shopping Cassino Atlântico, Copacabana 
phones: +55 21 3802-6331 / 99934-6331  
www.clinicaconde.com.br

Fully-�tted, climatized apartment
available for weekend rental.
All Suites Residence Service
in the heart of Itaipava,
has full facilities for adults and children.
For more info, photos and reservations
Norma or Martin: 21 97018-5929 / 21 99373-8083
Email: escapetothehillsitaipava@gmail.com

ItaipavaItaipava

�cape to the Hills�cape to the Hills

(21) 2522-0159  marcia@marciafialho.com.br
www.marciafialho.com.br

www.facebook.com/vivendodedesign

QUER SAIR DA CRISE?
DIFERENCIE O SEU NEGÓCIO

COM ESTRATÉGIAS DE 
MARKETING ONLINE

É MAIS SIMPLES E BEM MAIS BARATO 
DO QUE VOCÊ PENSA. ENTRE EM CONTATO!

DESIGNER DO UMBRELLA DESDE 1994
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Great Outdoors

Fuzzy the fusquinha (little Beetle) 
creaks over the colonial cobblestones 
of Paraty. She’s going so slowly that 
a fisherman, wearing a straw hat 
and ambling along on a rusty bike, 
has no trouble in overtaking. Then, 
as she heads up a narrow street 
away from the harbour, she opens 
a biblical passage through Brazilian 
holidaymakers. On a daily mass 
migration to the town’s wooden pier, 
they’re clad in compulsory gear for 
schooner trips around Paraty Bay. 
Little more is needed than havaianas 
(Hawaii-inspired flip-flops), sungas 
(budgie smugglers) and fio dental 
(dental floss).

The sun’s beating down on Fuzzy’s tin-
like carapace. A tropical breeze wafts 
in through little triangular windows. 
As the road heads out of town, a 
cooling archway of shady trees closes 
in above her. Further on, she passes 
rustic roadside restaurants. The local 
cuisine is comida caseira no fogão a 
lenha (home cooking on the wood-
fired stove). Black bean stew, manioc 
flour and shredded kale, plus local 
seafood and sugary desserts, all paid 
by the kilo. Off to the right is a sign 
for Coqueiro, fundado em 1803 (could 
it be? a coconut tree, founded in 
1803). Sugarcane fields and a distillery 
give the secret away. This is one of 
Paraty’s cachaça (fiery Brazilian liquid) 
producers.

Up ahead, there’s a hilltop quilombo, 
a village founded by fugitive slaves, 
with a roadside adobe and thatch 
hut. Inside there’s basketwork galore, 
including lampshades crafted out of 
bendy palm inflorescences. There 
are even mini paraffin lanterns 
made from recycled coconut milk 
bottles, covered in braided reeds. 
Original.

Into Paulistaland

The 1983 engine struggles up a 
particularly long uphill stretch. Then, 
at the top, a sign welcomes Fuzzy to the 
state of São Paulo. Economically the 
size of Spain or Argentina, it’s home 
to 44 million people and accounts 
for almost half of Brazil’s GDP. But 
there’s little evidence of human 
interference here. Just lots of trees 
covering mountainsides, along with 
signs for waterfalls and bumpy tracks 
leading down to sandy beaches. The 
Serra do Mar State Park encompasses 
most of São Paulo’s verdant coastline, 
stretching from the Rio de Janeiro 
state border, almost all the way to its 
southern point, bordering the state of 
Paraná. On satellite images, this area 
appears as a continuous dark green 
band, sandwiched between the sea and 
the agricultural highlands. One of the 
most diverse biomes on the planet, 
the Atlantic Rainforest is home to 
thousands of plant and animal species. 
Indigenous-sounding names are 

plentiful. Jequitibá trees are giants of 
the forest, living more than 3000 years. 
Jaguatiricas, also known as dwarf 
leopards, are ocelots with lots of spots. 
Arapongas are bare-thoated bellbirds 
named for their loud metallic calls.

Picinguaba, Puruba, Itamambuca: not 
animals, but a list of exotic-sounding 
beaches on this indented coastline. 
Fuzzy heads for Ubatumirim. A dirt 
road crosses a stream, then winds its 
way through fields, towards a band of 
trees. Past a couple of campsites, the 
sandy track leads onto a long, broad 
beach. Or is it another road, with 
all manner of vehicles driving along 
the compact intertidal area? Cars are 
parked close to the calm water’s edge, 
for easy access to the sea. At the top 
of the beach, where there are shady 
trees, some autos are nestled in very 
loose sand. This is clearly a popular 
spot for a barbeque and funk music 
(pronounced funky), blared out of the 
loudspeakers of mashed-up bangers. 
Perhaps to drown out the sound of 
the araponga mating call? Fuzzy ends 
up on a strategic spot away from the 
crowds, midway between the sea and a 
mobile kiosk selling coconut water. 

Ubachuva

Cooled down and refreshed, she gets 
going again, heading for the final 
destination of the day. Ubatuba, 
nicknamed Ubachuva for the buckets 
of rain that apparently fall on this 
beach town, is about 20 minutes away. 
That’s in the winter, when beaches are 
deserted and paulistas (São Paulo state 
natives) are huddled around fireplaces 
in the highlands. Today ends up being 

A Beetle on the Green Coast

Coconut lorry on the Green Coast

Fuzzy on Ubatumirim beach

a very different story, when all 44 million of the state’s 
residents have decided to hit the beach. Metallic Fuzzy, 
with no air-conditioning, is a very good conductor of heat. 
Over the next hour, the inside temperature soars and the 
gauge on her dashboard stays well above 50°C. A bottle of 
eucalyptus essence leaks in the glove compartment, adding 
to the sauna-like experience. 

Overcrowded Praia Grande eventually becomes a memory 
in Fuzzy’s rearview mirror. A couple of headlands and 
beaches later is the nice and quiet Praia da Enseada. The 
shade of a fig tree is a good place for a tired green Beetle to 
have a much-deserved two-hour doze.

Ubachuva lives up to its name. It’s mid-afternoon and the 
skies darken out of nowhere, bringing summer thunder 
and pelting rain. Fuzzy slowly makes her way back through 
the flooded streets of town. On the wild coastal road back 
to Paraty, a purple patchwork of manacá-da-serra trees is 
buffeted by the wind. Fuzzy jolts from side to side, like an 
amateur English samba dancer. Windscreen wipers, ideal 
for German drizzle, do nothing to clear Brazilian cats and 
dogs. 

As she approaches Paraty and looks back on the day, Fuzzy 
thinks: Coqueiro, quilombo, jequitibá, araponga, they’re all 
there, somewhere in the dense rainforest, waiting for the 
next Umbrella-bearing adventurer to find them.

Alexander Corrie

Based on Alexander and Adria Corrie’s visit to Kay Delaney 
in Ubachuva, January 2017. Somehow the green Beetle ended 
up getting all the attention... 

Adria and Alexander Corrie 
with Kay Delaney in Ubachuva

THE BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 
and

THE UMBRELLA
warmly congratulate

Jonathan Dunn, O.B.E. 
and

Oliver Ballhatchet, M.B.E.

on their well-earned Honours, 
published on January 1, 2017

“For they’re both jolly good fellows … 
And so say all of us!”
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Cricket weekend

During the first days of November 1893, a cricket match was 
arranged between visiting British Navy ships HMS Sirius, a second 
class cruiser, HMS Beagle and HMS Racer, both sloops, and the Rio 
British community. Lieutenant St John Beauchamp Mowbray from 
HMS Sirius was batting at number one and led the ships’ team out 
for the start of a weekend of fun and sport. An opportunity for 
relaxing and an important social event for the British residents. 
The wives and girlfriends of the community came out to support, 
and put on the usual cricket ritual of tea and sandwiches.

Lieutenant Mowbray made a respectable 22 in his two innings 
and stumped Rio Captain, Henry Lawrence Wheatley. The 
young Lieutenant Charles Tupper from HMS Racer was noted as 
having caught Rio’s starting batsman, W. Morrissey. On the Rio 
side, Wheatley was the “Man of the Match” with several wickets. 

Wheatley was a pillar of the local British community, one time 
Cumberland wrestler, early member of Rio Cricket Club, lead 
engineer on the construction of the new Strangers’ Hospital, and a 
dynamic and driving personality in the Masonic Lodge.

By the end of the match, the visiting fleet were worthy winners by 
64 runs and The Rio Times was ready with its usual match report 
for publication. For the naval officers, it was back to work on their 
ships within the wondrous Rio harbour.

Military Coup and the Revolutionary Climate

Had the match taken place just a few years before, Dom Pedro 
II and other members of the Royal family might have been out 
to watch; they were habitués at such afternoons, and handed out 
the prizes at many British sporting events. Whilst popular with 
the people, the aging Dom Pedro II had nonetheless been ousted 

CLIVE’S COLLECTION

A Cricket Match and the Brazilian Naval Revolt of 1893 
CLIVE DAWSON

by a military coup led by Marshal Deodoro da Fonseca in 1889. 
Two years later the Brazilian navy still objected to this coup, and 
threatened the bombardment of Rio after Deodoro ordered the 
closure of Congress, in a clear violation of the new Constitution. 
In order to avoid a civil war, Deodoro resigned and allowed his 
vice president Floriano Peixoto to take over. In 1892, 13 generals 
sent a manifesto to Peixoto demanding new elections, as per the 
new Constitution; Peixoto harshly suppressed the movement and 
ordered the arrest of the leaders. By September 1893, the Brazilian 
Navy had revolted, seizing parts of the fleet and naval docks, 
including ammunition stores in Rio. Government forces and 
revolutionaries exchanged fire.

Collecting Sand

Set against this turbulent background, young British officers 
Mowbray, Tupper and seven other seamen from the fleet had 
landed on the Ilha do Governador on the 3rd November, the 
day after the cricket match, to gather sand. Since the start of the 
revolution, the Englishmen had not been allowed ashore, but 
this embargo had been lifted about a month previously. Some 15 
minutes before landing, Lieutenant Tupper was photographed 
on his vessel, relaxing with his legs over the side and soaking up 
the breath-taking views. Small buildings on the side of a hill on 
the Island formed the frame to the photograph, a scene of total 
tranquillity. 

A mere 15 minutes later, this calm was broken by a terrific explosion 
which shook a good part of the city of Rio, breaking windows 
and causing mayhem. The first explosion was soon followed by 
a smaller one. When the dusty debris had settled, it was obvious 
that the explosions had come from the Mattoso Powder Deposit, 
with its 70 tons of powder and the shell magazine, both on the Ilha 
do Governador, the same buildings that had formed the backdrop 
of Lieutenant Tupper’s last photo. The buildings had literally 
disappeared as the “before” and “after” photos from The Graphic 
clearly illustrate.

All that was recovered of Lts Mowbray and Tupper were some small 
personal items, buttons, and a watch and chain. Boatswain Robert 
Harris of the Sirius also died immediately and Seaman John Lynch 
was so badly injured that he died shortly after. Five other British 
seamen were injured. There were also several Brazilian casualties, 
including Coronel Francisco Machado, former commander of the 
police force of the state of Rio.

A Question of Timing

Initial reports suggested that the explosions had been deliberate, 
and that they were known about in the city of Rio. They were 
thought to have been the government’s pre-emptive attack on 
the rebel-held explosive storage buildings. There was never any 
suggestion that the British naval officers and men were targets; 
they had just – fatally – been in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
Following the initial acknowledgement that the explosions had 
been planned, a deep official silence descended on the unintended 
deaths of the four British naval personnel. 

The Rio Cricket team lamented the death of the young men 
whom they had just played against just days earlier. Together 
with Boatswain Harris and Seaman Lynch, who were buried 
in the British Cemetery at Gamboa, Lts. Mowbray and Tupper 
are remembered by a monument in the cemetery paid for by a 
subscription organized by the British residents of Rio. 

The Naval revolt eventually wound down by March of the following 
year, and cricket matches between visitors and the Rio community 
continued as part of the social calendar.

— Clive Dawson

Clive Dawson is in reinsurance and commutes between Copacabana 
and the Cayman Islands. His collection of Rio and Brazil 
memorabilia is astounding, and includes the edition of The Graphic 
in which the “before and after the bang” picture is featured. Among 
his recent acquisitions is a Programme published to mark the 1910 
Ball welcoming HMS New Zealand to Rio, listing the names of all 
the organizers and even the dances. One that got away from him 
at a recent Gloucestershire auction was a private photograph album 
containing 170 photos of the Rio Cricket Club in the 1920s. We look 
forward to getting to know Clive’s Collection in greater depth in 
forthcoming editions of The Umbrella. 

Photos: Tony M
artin (Australia)
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[Editor’s Note: The Quondam, who has 
lived in Rio for almost 40 years, and is 
still happily married to the woman he met 
almost 47 years ago, recognizes that life as 
an expat here can be extremely stressful 
for husbands, wives and children. And, in 
some cases, divorce becomes inevitable. 
The article below, written by a specialist 
in domestic relations law, is designed to 
diminish, at least a little, the stress involved. 
The vehicle is answers to “frequently asked 
questions”.]

Q: Can I get divorced in Brazil even if I 
didn’t get married there?
A: Divorce in Brazil is possible if you 
married abroad and subsequently 
registered the marriage here in Brazil. If 
you married abroad and did not register 
the marriage in Brazil, divorce in Brazil 
would still be possible if you subsequently 
registered the marriage and then began 
divorce proceedings.

Q: Can I get divorced somewhere else?
A: Where to divorce should be your first 
consideration as there may be more than 
one country or ‘jurisdiction’ available for 
you, as an expat, to divorce. The financial 
implications of the divorce will hugely 
impact you and any children and the 
outcome could be very different from 
country to country. 

When considering where to divorce, 
potential jurisdictions include:
Where you currently live
Where your spouse currently lives
Where you were born
Where your spouse was born
Where you or your spouse are ‘domiciled’

For example if you are an English or Welsh 
national living in Brazil you could initiate 
divorce proceedings in England or Wales 
despite not living there or even having 
married there. 

In the United States, divorce laws are state 
by state, not federal, and almost all states 
impose a residence requirement, usually 
upon the person filing for divorce. 

If there is a choice, seek advice from 
specialist international lawyers in each 
possible jurisdiction and then compare 
and contrast the advice to help you decide 
where is the best place for you to divorce. 
As well as the likely outcome, estimated 

legal fees and the length of the process 
should also be taken into consideration.

Q: Would my Brazilian divorce be 
recognised in England?
A: Yes, provided that the proper court 
process was followed and that at the date 
the divorce proceedings started, one of the 
couple was resident or domiciled in Brazil 
or was a Brazilian national. 

Q: What about in the USA?
A: While most foreign divorces are 
recognized in state courts, on the basis 
of comity, many states require one of the 
couple to have been resident or domiciled 
in Brazil at the time of the divorce 
proceedings.

Q: How will our assets be divided if I 
divorce in Brazil?
A: The way the assets will be divided on 
the breakdown of the marriage depends 
on the regime you decided to adopt when 
you registered the marriage. There are five 
choices but the three below are by far the 
most common:
Total separation – each party keeps assets 
acquired by them whether before or after 
the marriage; this is obligatory in Brazil if 
one of the parties is age 70 or more. 
Universal communion - All family assets, 
whether acquired before or after by the 
marriage, are split 50/50. (Inheritance and 
gifts may be excluded here.)
Partial communion – Everything acquired 
before the marriage goes to the party who 
acquired it. Everything acquired during 
the marriage is split 50/50.

When the marriage takes place abroad 
and is subsequently registered in Brazil 
the couple must adopt the regime that is 
most similar to that of the country where 
they married, so an English wedding 
would have to be registered with partial 
communion of assets (regime number 3 
above). In the USA, most states are partial 
communion, or an equity version thereof.

Q: How will my assets be divided if I 
divorce in England and Wales?
A: Unless there is a valid pre-nuptial 
agreement, the court in England and 
Wales will try to divide property acquired 
during the marriage on a 50/50 basis. Each 
case is looked at on its individual facts 
and obviously in some cases, for example 
where there are children or where one 

of the couple inherited a lot of money, 
this may not be fair and there would be a 
different split of the assets. 

Q: What about in the USA?
A: Most divorce courts in the USA now 
seek to find the most equitable or “fairest” 
solution, without regard to technical rules 
about separate or community property. 

Q: Will I have to pay my former husband 
or wife maintenance (alimony) if we 
divorce in Brazil?
A: You may do, although the court prefers 
a clean break if possible. If maintenance is 
awarded, it is not based on a percentage but 
rather on what the child or spouse needs 
and what the payer can afford, with the 
aim being to maintain the same standard 
of living as that which was enjoyed during 
the marriage.

Q: What about international relocation?
A: It is an inevitable consequence 
of international families that if the 
relationship breaks down, the parent with 
custody may want to move to another 
country. The Brazilian court is extremely 
unlikely to allow the parent to take a 
Brazilian child to live abroad. 

The situation is different in England and 
Wales where the court looks at the best 
interests of the child in each specific 
case. Fathers (usually the left behind 
parent) are, nowadays, more likely than 
before to be successful in opposing 
an application for relocation. This has 
made it harder to predict the outcome of 
a case so disputes are more difficult to 
settle out of court.

CONCLUSION:
It is important, in any international case, 
to obtain skilled legal advice on your 
circumstances at an early stage, as family 
and domestic relations law are extremely 
specialised professional areas.

Hero Lomas is a solicitor and family 
mediator based at the Rio de Janeiro office 
of London solicitors firm Expatriate Law 
(hero@expatriatelaw.com). She worked 
as a family law solicitor in London for ten 
years before moving to Brazil in 2007. Her 
experience there and here covers all areas 
of family law. Hero works with specialist 
Brazilian family lawyers in cases with an 
international element.

FAQ ON DIVORCE

mailto:hero@expatriatelaw.com
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Classified ads
REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE Attractive colonial style 3 bedroom house 
for sale, Condominium Floresta at the end of Itan-
hanga. 2 bathrooms, 1 ensuite,Large sitting room, 
veranda , separate dining room, guest bathroom. 
Spacious kitchen breakfast room and laundry, guest 
bed room, ensuite bathroom and home office, gar-
den, pool, surrounded by forest views. 2 car garage
Contact: alberto.bisoni@terra.com.br
Mobile: (21) 97954-0110

Calendar
The only authentic

Thai restaurant
in Rio!

All credit cards accepted

Rua Rainha Guilhermina 95B - Leblon
Open Mondays from 7pm to Midnight

Tuesdays to Thursdays from 12pm to Midnight
Fridays and Saturdays from 12pm to 1 am

Sundays from 12 pm to 10:30 pm

e-mail: namthai@namthai.com.br
www.namthai.com.br

Reservations and delivery:
21 2259-2962

FEBRUARY
04 Sat.: New Members Day, Christ Church, 9:30 am start
05 Sun.: AmSoc Superbowl Tailgate Party, JW Marriott, 8 pm
06 Mon.: First day of Term 1, TBS
11 Sat.: “Chega Junto” refugee food fair, C. Church, 12 noon
14 Tues.: AmSoc Valentine’s Party, JW Marriott, 7pm - 12pm
18 Sat.: Summer Time Ends, midnight
19 Sun.: Barbecue, Christ Church, noonish
25 Sat.: Carnival
28 Tues.: AmSoc/Unidos da Tijuca, Sambódromo, 1:20 am

MARCH
01 Wed.: Ash Wednesday holiday
07 Tues.: WDA ladies back at work
12 Sun.: USA Daylight Saving Time begins, 2am
26 Sun.: EU Summer Time begins, 1am
27 Sat.: AmSoc Memorial Day picnic, 12 noon

APRIL
10-14: TBS Half Term Break
14 Fri.: Good Friday holiday 
16 Sun.: Easter
18 Tues.: BCS AGM
21 Fri.: Tiradentes holiday
23 Sun.: São Jorge holiday

MAY
01 Mon.: Workers Day holiday

JUNE
10 Sat.: BCS Queen’s Birthday Party
15 Thurs.: Corpus Christi holiday
30 Fri.: Last day of Term 1, TBS

July
31 Mon.: First day of Term 2, TBS
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