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FROM THE EDITOR
CHRIST CHURCH

MICHAEL ROYSTER
JACK WOODALL

LETTER FROM THE PEOPLE’S WARDEN‘SHOOT ARSONISTS TO 
CRUSH RIOTS’ – IN THE UK?

That was the banner headline of the London 
Evening Standard on 20 December last year!  
A fine, Christmassy thought, I don’t think.

It was the recommendation of Sir Denis 
O’Connor, Chief Inspector of Constabulary.  
He said that to control riots such as those 
in August in 22 London boroughs, which 
spread to Manchester, Birmingham & Bris-
tol, the police need to outnumber the riot-
ers by 3 to 1, and it takes time to bus in that 
number of cops, so the first few police on the 
scene need protection for themselves so as to 
be able to protect innocent shopkeepers and 
householders.

He intends to ask for approval to buy three 
more water cannon and lots more plastic bul-
lets disarmingly (pun intended) acronymed 
AEPs (attenuated energy projectiles); they 
are 37mm hollow-nosed high density PVC 
bullets -- and even live ammo. A public opin-
ion survey included in the report showed that 
more than 50% of residents of Haringey and 
Croydon, two of the areas worst hit by the 
riots, want police to use increased force to 
control rioters, and a third thought that the 
police should have used firearms then.

Isn’t this the start of a rocky road lead-
ing down to equality with Egypt and Syria?  
Crack down on rioters with brute force in-
stead of dealing with the underlying prob-

We at Christ Church have had some won-
derful news during the past month. On 4th 
December we were able to announce that the 
Reverend Benjamin Guy Phillips MA, Vicar 
of Stanwix with Belah, Carlisle has been ap-
pointed Chaplain of Christ Church, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil with effect from 15th July 
2012. 

Ben has sent us a personal note: “To the con-
gregations of Christ Church, Rio and All Saints 
Niteroi. Thank you very much for appointing 
me to be your chaplain.  Jo, Jack, Kate, Tom 
and myself are very much looking forward to 
meeting and getting to know you all.  We are 
very excited at the prospect of this move and 
we pray that we may be part of the growth of 
God’s Kingdom in Rio.  We will be praying for 
you and the church until we meet.  God bless, 
Yours, Ben Phillips.”

lem? Once the police start firing in a poor 
neighbourhood, the guns in the crowd will 
come out and people will die.  Then we will 
have processions in the streets bearing the 
coffins of civilian “victims of state brutality”, 
and sanctions imposed on the UK by the EU.
Before that, we may have foot patrol police 
carrying guns routinely, as in the USA.

Paradoxically, violence by crowds sparks re-
taliatory violence in the forces tasked with 
public order, as shown by the shocking scene 
of a defenceless Muslim woman, flat on the 
ground in Cairo with her hijab torn off, being 
kicked by a mob – one even stamping on her 
chest (most extraordinarily, wearing trainers, 
not boots!). Police who have been involved in 
quelling riots need a cooling-off period just 
like slaughter-house workers, who tend to 
become a bit blood-crazed by all the killing 
unless they are rotated off duty periodically.

Why rioters like to set buildings on fire, with 
deadly risk to anyone trapped inside, is a 
mystery to me. I understand why crowds 
demonstrating against the regime like to 
smash and burn government buildings, but 
why shops in their own areas? The London 
rioters were not attacking the government, 
just running amok in their neighbourhoods, 
regardless of the eventual damage to the busi-
nesses they patronize. It reminds me of the 
fact that, in Rio, to protest police action, trafi-

Ben and his wife Jo are both quite young (36) 
and have three children, ages 8, 6 and 4, all of 
whom will be studying at the British School. 
We expect Ben to be visiting us in April, so 
as to attend our Annual General Meeting and 
begin to become familiar with our congrega-
tion and our community. 

4th December was also the final Sunday here 
in Rio for Rev. Canon John Saunders and 
his wife Judith, who spent over a month with 
us. John was Chaplain of Christ Church from 
1983 to 1991, and has never lost his “sau-
dades” for Rio. We thank them for their visit 
and we hope to have them both back again 
soon.

Our Christmas services were also special —
we had a Christingle Service on Christmas 
Eve, led by Rev. Nicholas Wheeler, and our 

cantes burn buses (and sometimes the people 
in them) with prejudice to their own trans-
port network.

One thing that was clear from newsreel foot-
age of the burning houses in London is that 
they were all lit on the lower floors, and the 
water cannon in action against the crowds 
looked very capable of putting them out 
quickly. Maybe fire brigades should have 
them.

As for class struggle, is it any wonder that 
people who have been unemployed for 
months, if not years, deprived of purchasing 
power and eager to acquire expensive elec-
tronic gadgets, take any opportunity to raid 
computer and TV stores and supermarkets 
when public order breaks down at the flimsi-
est excuse? Although I suppose the self-im-
molation of a street vendor in Tunis or the 
death of a man from a police bullet in Tot-
tenham are not that flimsy.

Woman leaps to safety in Croydon during riot
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Christmas Day Communion was led by Bish-
op Edmund Sherrill, assisted by Rev. Edu-
ardo Grillo of our sister parish São Lucas.
 
Sunday services at Christ Church will contin-
ue as usual in January and February: 8:00 am 
and 10:30 am; regular Tuesday services will 
recommence only in March. 

Advertise in The Umbrella!
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695
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Commonwealth Games
Glasgow’s “logistical nightmare”

Glasgow faces a “logistical nightmare” recruiting and training 
staff for the Commonwealth Games, organisers have admitted, 
as the spotlight shifts from the debacle in Delhi to plans for 
2014.  Ian Reid, finance director of Glasgow’s organising com-
mittee, told an audience in the city that problems were already 
anticipated in finding and retaining enough temporary workers 
to service the 6500 athletes and officials expected for the 2014 event.

 However, the games venues are still on course to be completed 
on time and within the revised £523 million budget agreed with 
the Scottish Government earlier this year, he added.

 The difficulty in staffing arises because most contracts will be 
temporary, meaning some workers and volunteers are likely to 
sign up then leave if more stable paid work comes along.  As 
deep public spending cuts begin to take their toll, he acknowl-
edged that there was no “bottomless pot” of Government mon-
ey to make up the shortfall if sponsorship or ticket sales bring 
in less than expected.  About £85m will have to be raised by the 
event’s organisers, and a deal for UK television rights has yet to 
be arranged.

 Asked whether he had any fears about a potential overspend, 
he said: “Not at this stage. We’ve done a lot of work on the bud-
get, and had a lot of specialist input from previous Games, and 
there’s no indication at this point that there’s going to be any 
issue around the budget.”  The 2014 Games were originally to be 
delivered for £373m, but the budget was revised to £454m last 
year and increased again to its current total of £523.6m earlier 
this year.

Mr Reid told a meeting of the Chartered Institute of Manage-
ment Accountants that non- traditional audience members, 
including Old Firm football fans, could realistically be lured 
by such a high-profile event.  The scenes of near-empty venues 
in Delhi will not be repeated in Scotland, the financial direc-
tor added.  “I think the key is clearly the ticketing strategy, and 
we’re starting to look at that,” he said.   Mr Reid said he was 
not aware of any ring-fencing of the public input for the Com-
monwealth Games’ budget, but that if cuts were enforced on the 
Scottish Government and Glasgow City Council’s spending, it 
could certainly impact on the 2014 event.  He said: “If that was 
the outcome we’d have to look at planning for the event across 
the board… clearly, an exercise would be required in relation 
to that.”
[The Press Association]

Commonwealth Games 2018: Australia’s 
Gold Coast

It has been announced that Australia’s Gold Coast will host the 
event in 2018 after being chosen ahead of the rival Sri Lankan 
city of Hambantota.  The leader of Glasgow City Council has 
congratulated the city’s successor as host of the Commonwealth 
Games.  Glasgow will hand over the official Commonwealth 
Games flag after Scotland hosts the event in the summer of 
2014.

Council leader Councillor Gordon Matheson said: “I’d like to 
congratulate the Gold Coast on becoming host for the 2018 
Commonwealth Games, and I wish them every success as they 
begin preparations for this marvellous event which strengthens 
the bonds between countries and territories around the world.  
We are clearly looking forward to 2014, but our hosting of the 
Games has already allowed us to develop links and showcase 
what Glasgow can do.  We are already seeing an economic leg-
acy as we prepare for 2014, with Glaswegian businesses so far 
winning nearly £180million of Games-related contracts.”

Lord Smith, the chairman of Glasgow 2014, said: “I would like 
to congratulate the Gold Coast in Australia for their success-
ful campaign to be selected as the Host City for the XXI Com-
monwealth Games.  “Every Games is different and each reflects 
the culture and spirit of the nation and city. There are, however, 
many opportunities to learn from previous Games and an ef-
fective transfer of knowledge is really important, particularly 
in the early stages of planning for the Games.  We are looking 
forward to working with the next Organising Committee and 
sharing our experience with them.”

Shona Robison, the Scottish Minister for Commonwealth 
Games and Sport, said: “Hosting the Commonwealth Games is 
a great honour and I would like to extend my congratulations to 
Australia’s Gold Coast.”

Australia’s Golden Coast
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY
Chairman still in London
BCS Chairman Jack Woodall expects to 
be cleared medically to fly back to Rio in 
early March.  Meanwhile, he is being as-
sisted in the day-to-day running of the 
BCS by 1st VP Robert Barclay and 2nd 
VP Noreen Smith, who consult by phone 
and e-mail.

Rio Cricket

On 4th December there was an event 
at the Rio Cricket Club in Niteroi from 
noon until 8pm. The BCS had a stall 
there to sell mugs, cards and raffle tick-
ets, and advertise the BCS. There is a 
page on Face book with photos – (Ca-
rioca Cricket Club – CCC). There was 
a buffet service with some English style 
food like fish and chips, shepherd’s pie, 
roast, etc. Cricket lessons were offered to 
children. There was a Beatles band in the 
evening. Cultura Inglesa was the main 
sponsor. 

Christmas Party

The Christmas party was a big success.  
There were about 70 people there, which 
seemed few because the hall is large and 
we had prepared for more, but it was a 

fair number.  The food was superb; the 
Copacabana Palace laid on tea with 
sandwiches etc., the caterer laid on some 
excellent food and then Noreen’s cake 
was, as usual delicious.  The church must 
have been very happy with all the left-
over food, considering that we catered 
for 100, which they were able to eat on 
Sunday after the service.

Although we did not have an air ticket, 
we managed to get a lot of other good 
prizes for the raffle, which went very 
well with almost every family winning a 
prize, and the two top prizes of weekends 
for two were both won by children!  It 
was nice to have Consul-General Paula 
Walsh and her husband Nick there, and 
Paula did a good job cutting the cake and 
drawing the raffle prizes.   She is a natu-
rally graceful person.  The decoration 
was very pretty too and Robert Hart-
ley did a good job as Father Christmas, 
standing in for Jack!  Well done, Chris-
tine, and many thanks!   It was a lot of 
work for you, both the struggle to get 
raffle prizes and then organising the Hall 
on the day.  It was well worth it!

Visit to HMS Protector
Tuesday, 20th December, a score of BCS 
members, many of them youngsters, 
were pleased to find themselves aboard 
an icebreaker. HMS Protector, A147, on 
its inaugural cruise, put into the port of 
Rio de Janeiro and issued an invitation to 
British & Commonwealth visitors from 
town. The ship, a bright red color with 
a penguin on its smokestack [strange, as 
the ship’s original name was Polar Bear  – 
see story in this issue. - Ed.], is surprising-
ly large. It carries a host of equipment for 
use in arctic and antarctic climes, as well 
as scientific equipment for recording 
undersea data. In fact, on its way south, 
the ship’s equipment found a previously 
undiscovered seamount – the name is 
still to be chosen. Capt. Peter Sparkes 
welcomed all the visitors, after they had 
been shepherded around the vessel by 
several of his officers, with tea and bis-
cuits and even candy for the children.

It really was a great visit, the ship was 
clearly designed as a research vessel, 
not a military vessel, because the ward 
rooms and state rooms and mess rooms 
and officer’s lounge are really truly com-
fortable. Perhaps all Royal Navy vessels 
are like this, don’t know because it’s my 
first visit, but I’ve never seen anything 
like that much comfort on a US Navy 
vessel. [It was built for the Norwegian 
navy, which believes in providing comfort 
for its sailors – a grandson was in the Nor-

wegian coastguard and sent us photos of 
his rather cosy cabin. –Ed]

They (of course) wouldn’t say where they 
were stopping next, because (of course) 
it’s the Falklands.  

They do 5 week stints and then back to 
port. Can’t say I envy any of them about 
to go into 35 below weather after hav-
ing been in 25 above. The new Canadian 
Consul General Mr Choudhury was also 
on the tour, very carefully attired in dark 
suit and tie, unlike the rest of us gringo 
Cariocas, who came comfortably dressed.

Membership
We are pleased to welcome Justin Corrie, 
son of former BCS Chairman Roy Corrie 
(1983-84), who has now become a mem-
ber, along with his family.

The Whiffenpoofs
This world-famous choir of male a ca-
pella singers from Yale will pay a return 
visit to Rio, from the 14th-19th February. 
They will give several concerts during that 
time, including one sponsored by the BCS 
in the Jubilee Hall on 16th February. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY-RIO
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of The 
American Society of Rio de Janeiro will 
be held in the JW Marriott Hotel (a Soci-
ety Gold Sponsor) at Av. Atlântica, 2600 
in Copacabana. The meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, 11th January, with 
first call-to-order at 7:00 pm; should no 
quorum of the general membership be 
present, a second-call will occur at 7:30 
pm, at which point the meeting will pro-
ceed. Included on the agenda will be the 
presentation of a slate of candidates for 
inclusion on the Society’s 2012 Board of 
Governors. Members assembled will be 
solicited for additions and/or amend-
ments to this list, and then asked to ap-
prove or reject the final slate. Also sched-
uled is the 35th annual presentation of 
the Ralph Greenberg Award, which the 
Society bestows upon a US citizen, resi-
dent in Rio, who has unselfishly contrib-
uted time and effort for the good of our 

The Whiffs at a wedding reception
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community. Additionally, a new honor, 
the Community Service Award, will be 
presented to a person of any national-
ity, who has contributed equally for the 
community’s betterment.

Due to the need to reschedule it from De-
cember to January, our raffle drawing will 
be held at the AGM, with tickets available 
for purchase at the Annual General Meet-
ing. Read on for more details. 

The Luck of the Draw

That’s just the type of luck you won’t 
have if your raffle tickets aren’t included 
in our upcoming raffle drawing. And the 
only way to avoid that catastrophe is to 
take advantage of the fact that tickets are 
still on sale, through 11th January. You 
don’t have to be present to win and all 
proceeds will aid worthy charitable orga-
nizations, selected by American Society 
Rio’s Charities Committee because of 
their dedication, seriousness and con-
nection to Americans and/or American 
institutions! To get your tickets, please 
go to <https://www.riosocieties.com.br/
amsoc/tickets.asp?event_id=17>. After 
you make payment, we’ll respond with 
your raffle ticket numbers and informa-
tion as regards how to receive your raffle 
ticket stubs. Or just come to our Annual 
General Meeting, buy yours there and 
find out on the spot if you’re one of the 
lucky winners! Raffle ticket prices are: 
R$10 for 1, R$50 for 6, R$80 for 10 and 
R$100 for 13!

Among the hot prizes up for grabs are 
two (2) separate round-trip tickets to 
anywhere in the 48 contiguous United 
States on the wings of the Society’s Plati-
num Sponsor, American Airlines. We’ll 
also have two (2) separate weekend get-
away packages in Penedo, which include 
two (2) nights at a local pousada and 
dinner-for-two at Koskenkorva, the only 
Finnish restaurant in town. Another to-
tally nifty prize is a classic of rustic Amer-
icana, a handmade quilt, hand-sewn by a 
group of expatriate women here in Rio (a 
sneak peak of which was given to those 
who came to last month’s Thanksgiving 
Weekend Luncheon). A first for us is a 

“diving baptism” in Arraial do Cabo, RJ 
(no, it’s nothing religious, but it is for 
those who’ve never gone scuba diving 
before, but would like to take their first 
plunge). There’s also dinner-for-two at 
the Taiyou Sushi & Sake Bar, the marvel-
ous Japanese restaurant in the JW Mar-
riott Hotel, and multiple meal offerings 
from long-time supporters Felice Caffè 
Bar e Gelateria, Via Sete and Gringo Café. 
By tradition, there will be a gorgeous 
stone bird from our most traditional do-
nor, Ledoux Jewelry in Copacabana, as 
well as vouchers for merchandise from 
Cerâmica Luiz Salvador, not to mention 
four (4) very special somethings from 
Society Sponsor Granado Pharmácias. 
Frankly, if you’ve ever been a part of our 
raffles, you know (and yes, we do say so 
ourselves) our prizes are simply the best! 
So, don’t miss your chance to win!!

The Bottom Line
We are pleased to report that the finan-
cial health of the American Society Rio 
is excellent. We thank all of our mem-
bers and Corporate Sponsors, of vari-
ous levels, many of whom are new in 
their support of the Society. Thanks, too, 
to the unstinting work of our member-
ship team, we have been able to close out 
2011 on solid financial footing. Details 
will be available in the Society’s Treasur-
er’s report, to be presented at our Annual 
General Meeting on 11th January. 

Looking Back...and Ahead
All things told our American Society 
Rio has had a very good year. Hordes of 
Happy Hours, many Museum Tours, an 
Atelier Tour, several Speakers Series pre-
sentations, Ladies’ Nights Out, Pancake 
Brunches, an Easter Egg Hunt, a Cajun 
Night, a sneak preview of a major mo-
tion picture, and President Obama’s Rio 
de Janeiro visit was a perfect surprise. 
With our English-speaking community 
partners – British and Commonwealth 

Society of Rio de Janeiro and the Inter-
national Club of Rio – we launched an 
online message board. And, as ever, our 
two biggest events of the year, America’s 
Day and Thanksgiving, were extremely 
well-attended with a splendid time hav-
ing been had by all.

We’d love to once again be able to thank 
each and every person, and all the many 
organizations, that dedicated time, ener-
gy and resources to making possible all 
that we’ve done. Sadly, space does not al-
low us to do so. So, in lieu of customized 
appreciation, we hope that one big, col-
lective, THANKS A BUNCH will suffice 
and encourage. You (we) all know what 
can be accomplished when our commu-
nity pulls together. 

Which reminds us, it’s the time of year 
when we’ll be sending out annual mem-
bership renewal notices. When you re-
ceive yours, please pay your 2012 dues 
promptly. Membership funds help us to 
remain a vibrant institution, able to offer 
you events and services, making life in 
Rio that much more enjoyable.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
A fond farewell to 2011, the year that’s 
awa’ and a warm welcome from the St. 
Andrew Society to the brand New Year of 
2012, wishing health, wealth and happi-
ness, to all and sundry.

A Scottish Council of Development and 
Industry trade mission led by Secretary 
of State Michael Moore visited Brazil re-
cently and met members of the local com-
munity at a reception held at the consul-
ate residence in Leblon. Travelling with 
the group was Faith Liddell of Festivals 
Edinburgh, who had a very interesting 
story to tell. She said that the director 
of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
Brigadier General Euan Loudon, would 

Edinburgh Tattoo 2011
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be visiting Brazil in the near future, with 
the idea of bringing the Tattoo to Rio. 
For anyone who has ever seen the Edin-
burgh Tattoo the opportunity to promote 
Scotland´s image in Brazil and Brazil´s 
image around the world will be apparent. 
The Edinburgh Tattoo is televised to an 
estimated 100 million people in 30 coun-
tries. Only three times in the history of 
the Tattoo has it been performed outside 
Edinburgh – New Zealand in 2000 and 
2010 and Australia in 2005. 

The previous director, Brigadier Melville 
Jameson, came to Rio in 2000 as our guest 
at the Nationwide Millennium Highland 
Games, together with Lord Godfrey and 
Lady Claire Macdonald, thanks to Brit-
ish Airways and the Copacabana Palace 
Hotel. The idea then was for the Brazil-
ian Marine Band to perform at the Tat-
too, but it failed to materialize when the 
Marines insisted on taking the full 130 
components of their orchestra. So, hav-
ing failed to take Brazil to the Tattoo in 
2000, perhaps we can bring the Tattoo to 
Brazil in 2015, between the World Cup 
and the Olympics! Meantime we look 
forward to supporting Brigadier General 
Euan Loudon in his efforts.  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
As readers will be aware 2011 marked 
90 years of The Royal British Legion, 
and this fact was celebrated throughout 
the year in every corner of the UK and 
no doubt in many countries around the 
world, as we did here in Rio.   The Legion 
encouraged Branches and individuals 
to have fun celebrating this noteworthy 
milestone, but behind it all was a mam-
moth fund raising initiative with a target 
of £90 million.  At the time of writing the 
year is not yet over.  Fingers crossed for 
luck to achieve the target, in the next edi-
tion of The Umbrella we will let you know 
how the Legion got on. Also by that time 
we shall be sending out our calling No-
tice for the AGM and hope to welcome 
as many members, or those interested in 
becoming members, as possible.

SAS President Jimmy Frew, Secretary of State 
Michael Moore & Consul-General Paula Walsh

The New Year is under way, may it bring 
some cheer to us all among all the tribu-
lations we can be certain to face. And if 
some ex-serviceman or woman, or their 
dependents, need help please let us know.  

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION
We are very pleased to inform you that 
thanks to the wonderful support re-
ceived from everyone and to the hard 
work and dedication put into the event 
by the WDA ladies, the Christmas Ba-
zaar was again a great success.

The total proceeds from our annual 
Jumble Sale held in July together with 
the profit from the Christmas Bazaar  in-
cluding  sales of our marmalades, pickles 
and chutneys made throughout the year, 
have been distributed to several chari-
ties  A donation was made to the Ambu-
latório Praia do Pinto (a medical centre 
for those in need) ; to the Santa Rita de 
Cássia Orphanage in Jacarepaguá; to the 
Instituto Pro Criança Cardíaca and to 
Christ Church.   

Anyone wishing to visit the Orphanage 
in Jacarepaguá will be most welcome.  
Sister Mabel is the person to contact -- 
she will be happy to show you around the 
orphanage and you will see how they are 
putting the donation to good use.  The 
address is Rua Florianópolis, 1305, Praça 
Seca, Jacarepaguá. Phone: 2425-2207.

WDA Raffle 2011
As usual, our Giant Raffle was very pop-
ular and the winning numbers were:
1. Panasonic  Home Theater - 2295
2. Weekend For Two - Copacabana Palace - 2565
3. Kit of Bathroom Accessories – Fabrimar - 1768
4. Oil Painting - Olive Arantes - Angus Leslie
5. Johnny Walker Red Label Whisky - 2108
6. Dinner/Two Cipriani Restaurant Copacabana 
Palace - 2202
7. Fabrimar Viscaya Square Shower - 2256
8. Book – Dream Gardens of England - 2153
9. Ballantine’s Whisky - 2335
10. Cacau Show – Box of Chocolates - 2368
11. Wine Vacuum Pump - 2259
12. Ornamental Tree with Semi-precious 
Stones - 2440
13. Dinner For Two - Nam Thai Restaurant - 
2142
14. Fabrimar Star Hand Shower - 2110
15. Feijoada For Two – Caesar Park - 2338
16. JB Whisky - 2346
17. Multi Oral Dental Treatment - 1531
18. Crystal Bowl - 2477
19.Dinner/Two Pérgula Copacabana Palace - 2550
20. Dinner/Two Lord Jim Pub - 2044
21. Rechargeable LED Torch - 2093
22. Lunch/Two - Atrium Restaurant - 1745
23. Multi Oral Dental Treatment - 2431
24. Oil Painting – Olive Arantes - 2096
25. Print - 1845

Special thanks go to our sponsors:
Atrium Restaurant; Bodman-Morris; 
Brigadeiro Dos Deuses; Caesar Park; 
Coca Cola; Copacabana Palace; Fabri-
mar; Fausto Martins; H.M. Consul Gen-
eral; Jamer Books & Things; Lord Jim 
Pub; Manfred Hufnagel; Multi Oral; 
Olive Arantes; Restaurante Nam Thai.

We hope that we can count on your sup-
port again next year.   
  
The WDA ladies are now taking a well-
deserved rest but will be back on the job 
on Tuesday 6th  March.  Meanwhile, from 
all of us at the WDA we trust you enjoyed 
the Christmas festivities and we wish you 
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!

4
corners
and more...

Royal British Legion Youth Band Brentwood

bedroom and through 
the rose window. The 
music, the voices and 
the singing were elabo-
rately gorgeous and I’ve 
been devoted to their 
music ever since. 

The front gate into the 
property is directly op-
posite the door into All 
Saints and I once came 
home from the Club 
right in the middle of 
one of their services. It 
was something special 
because a very tall and 
extravagantly robed 
priest wearing a mitre 
was standing at the back of the Church and singing in a glo-
riously deep bass voice. It was pure opera. He would sing the 
phrases and the congregation would sing the responses and 
it was absolutely beautiful.  

The Bishop, if that is what he was, was terrifying and I 
wished quite fervently that something would take him up 
the aisle and away from my line of vision! I was mesmer-
ized and scared stiff but needed to open the gate in order to 
get home to the Vicarage next door. Keeping my eyes glued 
on “Boris the Terrible” I lifted the latch very slowly, opened 
the gate and tried to slide through without attracting his at-
tention. However, something caught his eye and he turned 
his head in my direction in much the same way as an eagle 
might and fixed me to the spot with his brilliant blue eyes. 
I froze as would any mouse until he lost interest and his 
head swung back to his congregation upon which I scuttled 
to our front porch as if he was swooping down on me, got 
myself inside and closed the door. 

Their Easter Service lasted five hours! It included the en-
tire congregation coming outside and processing around 
the Church. They did this three times. Even their normal 
services were long ones and two of the gents used to take a 
break every so often, come out and go to the corner bote-
quim for fortification. They always wore very old, loose fit-
ting clothes and looked quite different from the rest of us. 
My sister and I made friends with two of the girls, Irina and 
Ludmilla Popov.

It was all quite an experience, particularly all the infighting 
– the congregation in one corner and their priest Agapitos 
in the other.  He was a pugnacious, intransigent and irritable 
old man whose brilliant blue eyes flashed at everyone and 
the battling went on and on. For some reason both sides ex-
pected Dad to arbitrate (!) and so they took turns marching 
into the house and presenting their case to him in his study 
(on the left of the stairs). Agapitos always wore his robes 
and mitre and we never knew if we’d run into him coming 
in or going out of the house. It was a bit unnerving but Dad 
found it all very amusing – but then he found most things 
amusing. He did his best to bring peace in our time, but I 
don’t know how successful he was.  It was Dad who married 
John and me in All Saints as well as David Hodge and Aunt 
Win. It is a perfectly lovely church.
[Aunt Win is Jean Hodge who lives today in Teresópolis. – 
Ed.]

Looking Back
TALE OF TWO VICARS
Rev. Crane (1831)
This letter, by Sarah Grigg (see October Umbrella p.19) is un-
dated. Michael Ormiston, the great-great-grandson says “The 
letter is incomplete and not dated but must have been written 
in 1831… The Rev Crane was hopeless with money and, in 
another letter, Sarah describes his flight from Rio to escape his 
creditors. The merchants repeatedly paid off his debts to avoid 
disgrace to their community.” Contributed by Chris Hieatt.

Dear Father [He was Vicar of Morden and subsequently Chesham],

We have just heard the packet is coming in so I am in hopes 
of news from you. [The packet boat came once a month from 
England.] 

I know you will want to hear about our clergyman. Mr 
Crane in appearance is more like Mr Budd than any person 
I know and I dare say Mr Budd would have been like him 
but for his religion. The church is very nice, clean and con-
venient. Mr Crane performs the service very well and the 
sermons I have heard were entirely free from high doctrine 
but did not come so short of the gospel as I expected. But 
a family managed no better than Mr Fryers, always in debt 
and always extravagant, joined to his well known liking for 
a good dinner, prevents his being much respected here as I 
think he would be were he a more favourable specimen of 
an English clergyman. As it is, I am surprised at the liberal-
ity of the English merchants towards him. The salary is 400 
per annum and they join to provide him a carriage every 
Sunday as indeed walking to church is out of the question, 
and the parochial fees are very liberal viz: 10 for a wedding 
and he more than once has had two in one day at that price. 
Being a clergyman he has had ten children, all alive but one, 
and the youngest a baby. They are the only large family that 
has ever happened among the English here. Mrs Crane is a 
pleasant slattern. 

After some consideration I determined upon hiring a car-
riage every Sunday to take me to church even when other 
matters compel me to go alone, which costs altogether 8/- a 
time here. But, as we always have one for paying visits, I did 
not like to save the expense only on Sundays and the service 
is only once a day. I have not yet got my Scotts Bible though 
I daily wish for it but our books and some other packages 
are not come here yet, but I expect the Tullys will leave us 
next week and when the house is our own we shall get the 
rest of our things here. 

Rev. Canon Eric Wilcockson, OBE (1950 
to 1973)
Letter to Chris Hieatt, editor of the Christ Church E-newsletter, 
from Doreen Langmead, daughter of the late Rev Canon Eric 
Wilcockson, OBE, chaplain of All Saints and Christ Church 1950 
to 1973, with permission to publish in The Umbrella. 

We were married in All Saints Niteroi and it is good to know 
that even with the small English congregation, the building 
is still full of people and serving a good purpose. Dad served 
there for a number of years before moving over to Rio and in 
our day (1960s), the Russian and Greek Orthodox Church 
used the building for their services also. My sister and I used 
to be able to watch some of the service from her upstairs 

Rev. Canon Eric Wilcockson, OBE
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VISIT BRITAIN’S 12 MAJOR EVENTS OF 2012

Visit Britain

MITSI GOULIAS

It’s a crammed schedule of activities for the year in Britain, ei-
ther before, during or after the Olympics and Paralympics in 
London. Below is a selection of what awaits visitors. 

1) Edinburgh Hogmanay – 30 December 2011 to January 2, 2012
The New Year celebrations take place worldwide, but there is 
no better place to celebrate than Edinburgh. This year’s street 
festival, Hogmanay, Edinburgh, will last four days and will be 
a major event in the countdown to the London Festival 2012. 
<www.edinburghshogmanay.org>

2) 200th anniversary of 
Charles Dickens – 7th 
February, 2012
In 2012, Kent, the birth-
place of Charles Dick-
ens, will be celebrating 
the bicentenary of his 
birth. The year will bring 
many activities and 
events to celebrate the 
date. Charles Dickens, 
one of the most beloved 
of English authors, was born on 7th February, 1812, and in 2012, 
various places in England and around the world are planning fes-
tivals, exhibitions and other events. In addition, the new year will 
see bicentennial commemorative long-term actions, including 
projects on his legacy and traces of their heritage. <www.dick-
ens2012.org/www.visitkent.co.uk/explore/charles-dickens.asp>

3) 100th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic – April 2012
To mark the date of the wreck of the Titanic, the city of Belfast 
will present “Titanic Quarter”, which will become the biggest 
seaside project in Europe. Also unveiled are new rides and at-
tractions in Belfast and other parts of Britain, and a new interac-

tive museum, Sea City, in Southampton. This unique attraction 
will house both permanent and temporary exhibits focusing 
on different aspects of the history of the Titanic. A schedule of 
events also offer plays, lectures and more. <www.nitb.com/www.
visit-southampton.co.uk>

4) Tour of Harry Potter Film Studio – from 2nd April 2012
With the end of the Harry Potter film, released in July 2011, fans 
of the wizard will not have to wait too long to explore behind the 
scenes of their magical world. To increase the excitement of 2012, 
Warner Bros. Studios will launch a tour of Leavesden in his studio 
on the outskirts of London, revealing the original sets, costumes, 
props and effects used in all eight Harry Potter films. Tickets must 
be bought in advance through the internet at <http://wbstudiotour.
co.uk>. Warner Bros. Studio Tour London is open all year round 
from 10am, except Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Due to phe-
nomenal demand, we have released more tickets for the Studio 
Tour. This includes extending our opening hours from 4pm to 
6pm on every weekend, bank holiday and school holiday in 2012 
from 28th April with the exception of Sunday 20th May 2012.

5) Olympic Torch Relay – May to June 2012
The Olympic torch will arrive in Britain on 18th May 2012, after 
wending its way through every nation and region, a journey of 
70 days and 12,875 km. The intention is that the Olympic torch 
is at a maximum distance of one hour from 95% of people in the 
UK, allowing everyone to watch the parade in different stages of 
the relay path. Celebrations and events across Britain will mark 
the arrival of the torch, creating unique experiences and typi-
cal of each location throughout the United Kingdom. <www.
london2012.com/olympic-torch-relay>

6) Adain Avion - June to August 2012
Adain Avion is the name of the fuselage of a DC9 aircraft, 
transformed into a mobile art space. As part of the Cultural 
Olympics, it  will travel throughout Wales, “landing” in various 
places, and the public is encouraged to document the fantas-
tic journey through online media. The Adain Avion will make 
stops in Swansea, Ebbw Vale, Llandudno & Llandow, through-
out the summer of 2012. <www.adainavion.org>

Edinburgh Castle on Hogmanay

Hogwarts

Titanic going down

Charles Dickens

7) 400th anniversary of Rob-
ert Dover’s Cotswold Olym-
pick Games – 1st June 2012
In the same period in which the 
Olympicks in London will also 
be celebrating the 400th an-
niversary of its Olympic roots 
– the Olympicks of the Cots-
wolds, by Robert Dover. Started 
by a local lawyer, Captain Rob-
ert Dover, the opening games 
of these Olympicks occurred 
on one side of the Cotswolds 
in 1612. Currently the annual 

event attracts thousands of spectators, whose “athletes” partici-
pate in field sports such as obstacle racing and tug-of- war, and 
unique sporting events such as “kick in the shin.”  Bands march, 
cannon fire, rustic activities and wrestling take place, and the 
evening is brought to a close with fireworks and a torchlight 
procession into Campden followed by dancing in the square.  
The place is on National Trust property at Dover’s Hill, above 
Chipping Campden and overlooking the Vale of Evesham, and 
the date is Friday 1st June 2012 – extended for these special 
Games from 2.00pm to midnight. <www.olimpickgames.co.uk>

8) Diamond Jubilee of Queen Eliza-
beth II – 2nd  to 5th June 2012
In honor of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, when she celebrates 60 
years on the throne, many excit-
ing events take place throughout 

Britain in June. The key will be the 
long weekend between 2 and 5 June. 

Queen Elizabeth II is the second monarch 
after Queen Victoria in 1897 to reach this milestone. The pro-
gram includes a concert at Buckingham Palace and a fleet that 
will travel the river Thames. More information will be available 
during 2012. <www.direct.gov.uk/diamondjubilee>

9) London 2012 Festival – 21st June to 9th September 9, 2012
The London Festival of 2012 marks the end of the Cultural 
Olympiad. It complements the sporting events of the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games in 2012, and should be the biggest party 
ever seen by Britain, with the participation of renowned art-
ists from around the world. Many of the attractions are already 
confirmed and others will continue to be announced through-
out the year. Tickets are on sale now for some spectacular exhi-
bitions, including retrospectives of the work of David Hockney 
and Lucien Freud.  In March, the Music Nation strand fills a 

weekend with spectacular live orchestral work in more than 40 
venues around the UK. Over 25,000 people are expected to take 
part, and more than 65,000 tickets are available.  April sees the 
launch of the World Shakespeare Festival, a once-in-a-lifetime 
showcase of works celebrating the playwright from theatre 
companies around the world. Meanwhile, Cate Blanchett re-
turns to the stage at the Barbican in Sydney Theatre Company’s 
Big and Small (Gross und Klein), and a major exhibition of the 
works of Damian Hirst kicks off at Tate Modern.  As the Sum-
mer approaches, look out for hundreds of additional events – 
sign up to our mailing list to ensure you’re first in line to receive 
Festival updates. You can also join us on Facebook and Twitter. 
<http://festival.london2012.com>

10) WorldPride - 23 June to 
8 July 2012
The WorldPride parade 
promises to be on a gigantic 
scale and will take place be-
tween two other important 
celebrations: the diamond 
jubilee of Queen and the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Organised by Inter-
Pride, the universe World-
Pride promotes LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender themes) at the 
international level through 
parades, festivals and other 
cultural activities. It is ex-
pected that WorldPride 
2012 London will attract over 1 million visitors. The festivities 
will be two weeks long and the main parade takes place on 7th 
July. <www.pridelondon.org /WorldPride>

11) Coastal Trail, Wales
The coastal path of Wales, to be completed in 2012, covers 402 
km of uninterrupted hiking trails along the beautiful Welsh 
coast. Last year, National Geographic ranked the Pembrokeshire 
coast as the second best seaside destination in the world. The 
conclusion of this track should encourage even more visitors to 
discover this hidden treasure. <www.usa.visitwales.com>

12) Speed of Light -- August 2012
Presented in partnership with the Edinburgh International Fes-
tival, the Speed of Light will be one of the most extraordinary 
events in the 2012 schedule. During three weeks in August, the 
famous Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh will be transformed into 
an innovative combination of sport and visual arts performing 
during a series of evening events. The Speed of Light will be a 
special contribution to the program of the Cultural Olympiad 
in Scotland. <www.speedoflight2012.org>

Royal Ballet Prima Ballerina, Tamara Rojo, with students from the 
Urban Dance School

Gay Pride marchers

Pembrokeshire Coast Path
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Books

MOST CHOSEN BOOKS OF 2011 
DAVID SEXTON

If you want to be fancy, you could call 
it “crowdsourcing” - a term invented 
by Jeff Howe in a 2006 Wired magazine 
article for the process of allocating 
tasks usually performed by individu-
als to a group of people, thus calling 
upon communal intelligence. I’ve al-
ways thought of it more as “compost-
ing down”, making something consis-
tent and salubrious out of disparate 
waste matter.

Whichever term you prefer, it is a fact 
that Books of the Year choices are best 
weighed en masse, rather than credited 
individually. Dr Johnson generously al-
lowed that a man is not under oath in 
lapidary inscriptions. Reviewers feel just 
the same when invited to choose their 
books of the year.

That’s why so many freely testify to old 
friendships and longstanding loyalties 
of one sort or another (sapphism, Wales, 
post-colonialism). That’s how so many 
reviewers, including such bastions of 
probity as A.S. Byatt and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, manage to make 
their “choice” several times over for the 
year: some of them divertingly different, 
some stoutly the same.  No embarrass-
ment need be felt, for these selections 
are not to be understood as any kind of 
eternal testament. Many are little more 
than a stamp-saving literary Christmas 
card – or not even that, just a cheery 
little wave across a crowded room.  

Nevertheless, the wisdom of crowds pre-

vails. Taken together, books of the year 
choices do reliably reveal the most high-
ly rated titles, so here is a conspectus.

In fiction, the clear winner was Alan 
Hollinghurst’s The Stranger’s Child 
(Picador, £20), chosen some 16 times 
in the newspapers and magazines I’ve 
contrived to collate, followed by Jenni-
fer Egan’s A Visit from the Goon Squad 
(Corsair, £16.99), named more than 
a dozen times. Edward St Aubyn’s At 
Last (Picador, £16.99) and Ali Smith’s 
There but for the (Hamish Hamilton, 
£16.99) were cited more than half a 
dozen times each, followed not too far 
behind by Julian Barnes’s Man Booker 
winner, The Sense of an Ending (Cape, 
£12.99). Barnes himself courteously 
nominated the St Aubyn and the Hol-
linghurst as among the home-grown 
fiction he has most admired.

In the more varied field of non-fiction, 
the winner with 10 votes was Claire To-
malin’s Charles Dickens: A Life (Viking, 
£30), followed by Why Be Happy When 
You Could Be Normal? by Jeanette Win-
terson (Cape, £14.99). After that, All 
Hell Let Loose: The World at War 1939-
1945 by Max Hastings (HarperPress, 
£30) was most often chosen, with mul-
tiple mentions also for Craig Brown’s 
One on One (4th Estate, £16.99) and 
Nicola Shulman’s Graven with Dia-
monds (Short Books, £20) – impressive, 
given her subject (Sir Thomas Wyatt).

If crowdsourcing is not for you, books 
of the year choices also yield individual 
recommendations, from contributors 

not merrily playing the game, that are 
so convincing as to be obviously worth 
heeding. Following up on these, I have 
already read and greatly enjoyed Thin 
Paths: Journeys in and around an Ital-
ian Mountain Village by Julia Black-
burn (Cape, £17.99) and The Vaga-
bond’s Breakfast by Richard Gwynn 
(Alcemi, £9.99) and intend next to try 
Teju Cole’s Open City (Faber, £12.99) 
and People Who Eat Darkness: The Fate 
of Lucie Blackman by Richard Lloyd 
Parry (Cape, £17.99).

As it happens, these last were chosen 
by several individuals; sometimes one 
is all it takes, though.

Source: 
Evening Standard 15 Dec 2011 

Jennifer Egan: author of A Visit from the Goon 
Squad 

ILETTERS
Letter to Chris Hieatt, editor of the Christ 
Church E-newsletter, from Doreen Lang-
mead, daughter of the late Rev Canon Eric 
Wilcockson, OBE, chaplain of All Saints and 
Christ Church 1950 to 1973. Chris asked per-
mission to publish it in The Umbrella. 

We were married in All Saints Niteroi and 
it is good to know that even with the small 
English congregation, the building is still full 
of people and serving a good purpose. Dad 
served there for a number of years before 
moving over to Rio and in our day, the Rus-
sian and Greek Orthodox Church used the 
building for their services. My sister and I 
used to be able to watch some of the service 
from her upstairs bedroom and through the 
rose window. The music, the voices and the 
singing were elaborately gorgeous and I’ve 
been devoted to their music ever since. 

The front gate into the property is directly 
opposite the door into All Saints and I once 
came home from the Club right in the mid-
dle of one of their services. It was something 
special because a very tall and extravagantly 
robed priest wearing a mitre was standing at 
the back of the Church and singing in a glori-
ously deep bass voice. It was pure opera. He 

would sing the phrases and the congregation 
would sing the responses and it was abso-
lutely beautiful.  

The Bishop, if that is what he was, was terrify-
ing and I wished quite fervently that some-
thing would take him up the aisle and away 
from my line of vision! I was mesmerized and 
scared stiff but needed to open the gate in or-
der to get home to the Vicarage next door. 
Keeping my eyes glued on “Boris the Ter-
rible” I lifted the latch VERY slowly, opened 
the gate and tried to slide through without 
attracting his attention. However, something 
caught his eye and he turned his head in my 
direction in much the same way as an eagle 
might and fixed me to the spot with his bril-
liant blue eyes. I froze as would any mouse 
until he lost interest and his head swung back 
to his congregation upon which I scuttled to 
our front porch as if he was swooping down 
on me, got myself inside and closed the door. 
Their Easter Service lasted five hours! It in-
cluded the entire congregation coming out-
side and processing around the Church. 
They did this three times. Even their normal 
services were long ones and two of the gents 
used to take a break every so often, come out 
and go to the corner botequim for fortifica-

tion. They always wore very old, loose fitting 
clothes and looked quite different from the 
rest of us. My sister and I made friends with 
two of the girls, Irina and Ludmilla Popov.
It was all quite an experience, particularly all 
the infighting - the congregation in one cor-
ner and their priest Agapitos in the other.  He 
was a pugnacious, intransigent and irritable 
old man whose brilliant blue eyes flashed at 
everyone and the battling went on and on. 
For some reason both sides expected Dad to 
arbitrate (!!!) and so they took turns march-
ing into the house and presenting their case 
to him in his study (on the left of the stairs). 
Agapitos always wore his robes and mitre 
and we never knew if we’d run into him com-
ing in or going out of the house. It was a bit 
unnerving but Dad found it all very amusing, 
but then he found most things amusing. He 
did his best to bring peace in our time, but I 
don’t know how successful he was.

It was Dad who married John and me in All 
Saints as well as David Hodge and Aunt Win. 
It is a perfectly lovely church.
Doreen

(Ed note: Aunt Win is Jean Hodge who lives 
today in Teresópolis)

It is with enormous sadness that we heard of John Mason’s death, fol-
lowing so closely after the loss of his beloved wife, Audrey.  In 2008 
and 2009, I had the great good fortune to spend time with John and 
Audrey, while he recounted – and I committed to paper – the story of 
his wartime experiences, including the two years he spent in a prison-
er-of war camp. John was a man of enormous courage, character and 

warmth, humorous and optimistic even in the face of considerable 
adversity, loved and supported by Audrey – his match in every way.  It 
was a great privilege to have known them both – the world is poorer 
for their passing.
- Lucy Beney
Charlton Horethorne, Somerset

In Memoriam

John Mason
This is by no means an Obituary of the kind that you find in The Times or Telegraph, although there is no doubt that John Mason deserves 
no less, but rather a few words from friends in the Royal British Legion on his passing.   John was an example to us all, in every respect.  A 
kinder more considerate gentleman you could not find.  Self was not a word in his vocabulary – perhaps because of the plight and hard-
ships of being a Prisoner of War his focus was always on the well-being of others; probably it was always there from the start.  And whilst 
mentioning this we are reminded of Audrey, who predeceased him by a few short months, and shared, in huge measure, his concern for 
our fellows in this world.  The good for everyone this couple did is immeasurable.  Not only for individuals, but also for our country, the 
United Kingdom and Brazil, which both served unstintingly.  Words are inadequate to express the respect and admiration for John and 
Audrey that abounds in our community, yet we take some comfort that we were able to acknowledge this in a modest way in a recent 
Poppy Gala Ball.  The photographs we saw of them both at the time, of a full and happy life together, and the remarkable sketches John 
drew during his darker time as a POW, shone a bright light on how a life should be lived and the benefits that spill out from seeing how 
best one can be of service whenever it is needed.  John and Audrey, as everyone knows, were pillars of the Royal British Legion, Rio de 
Janeiro Branch, and the legacy they leave deserves our devoted and unswerving attention.

The Committee of the Royal British Legion, undoubtedly with the full support of the all our members, extend their sincerest condolences 
to Annette and Peter and the entire family on this sad occasion, yet at the same time we feel uplifted and  privileged we were able to walk 
in the footsteps of such an inspirational couple.  Perhaps a touch obvious, but, ‘We Will Remember Them’ ...… of course, with the greatest 
affection. 

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.COM.BR
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“The ‘thing’ in question was the 10-part oratorio Belshaz-
zar’s Feast (1931), one of his most popular achievements 
as well as his largest, requiring baritone soloist, double 
chorus, two brass bands, organ and full orchestra. It was 
chosen as the work to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the founding of St John’s College, Cambridge, given in a 
packed Festival Hall last Thursday. In an act of collab-
orative generosity Andrew Nethsingha, since 2007 mu-
sic director of the celebrated St John’s choir, invited four 
mixed-voice Cambridge choirs to join his men and boys 
for a massed-voice performance of this gloriously gaudy 
musical spectacular.

“Described by an early reviewer as a work of “stark Juda-
ism”, Belshazzar has no Christmas elements except per-
haps the shopping list, as Walton laconically referred to 
it, in which the baritone (David Stout) itemises the riches 
of Babylon: gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, 
purple silk, ivory, wood, brass, iron, marble, cinnamon, 
frankincense, wine, oil, horses – and the souls of men. Os-
bert Sitwell’s glinting, biblical text is taken from the Book 
of Daniel and Psalm 137 (“By the Waters of Babylon”).

“With the Philharmonia providing an explosive and deft ac-
companiment under Nethsingha’s baton, and the highly trained 
young voices of Caius, Clare, Jesus, Trinity, and St John’s too, 
this was a superb performance: drilled to near perfection, with 
vigorous, detailed attention to dynamics and text.”

I would add that there is a breath-taking moment in the 
libretto when the baritone declaims: 

“And in that same hour, as they feasted, came forth fingers 
of a man’s hand – and the King saw the part of the hand that 
wrote.  And this was the writing that was written: ‘MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN’ – ‘THOU ART WEIGHED IN 
THE BALANCE AND FOUND WANTING’.  In that night 
was Belshazzar the King slain! – and his Kingdom divided.”  
What an image!

THEATRE

EWA PROCTER

QUATRO FACES DO AMOR

This musical play is a very nice little sur-
prise! Quatro Faces do Amor provides its 
audience with quite a relaxing evening. 
Something all of us need in these times of 
rush and stress.

Based on the very interesting and original 
theatre text by Eduardo Bakr, and the ac-
claimed songs by Ivan Lins (the latter consid-
ered one of the best-known Brazilian artists 
worldwide, with a solid national and interna-
tional career, as well as being the winner of 
several Grammys), this play tells us the story 
of the life and passion of the characters called 
Duda and Cacau (performed by four actors 
and actresses).

It could have been just another delightful lit-
tle  romantic and musical comedy, telling us 
about the ventures and misfortunes of Duda 
and Cacau: strokes of fate, excessive jealousy, 
impulses, fetishes, little quarrels, joyful mo-
ments, unusual situations, as well as scenes 
of passion that make us believe that love is 
a dream to be conquered. And also to think 
about (or even rethink) our own relation-
ships, as possible and real adventures. 

All this would be very simple and straight-
forward, if DUDA was not the nickname of 
Eduardo, and at the same time, the nickname 
of Eduarda. And also if CACAU was not just 
the name Cláudia is known by, but the one 
Cláudio uses as well. In this funny game that 
starts at the heliport on top of a building, 
two actresses and two actors bring to life the 
characters of Duda and Cacau, thus shedding 
light on four different possibilities in the love 
field, telling and singing their own stories 
through text, music and poetry.

The cast of four (Gottsha, Adriana Quadros, 
Maurício Baduh and Cristiano Gualda) bring 
the audience, both in words and songs, a view 
on living and falling in love through differ-
ent ways of twosome relationships, in all the 
variations accepted by the law in our 21st 
Century.  This way, the show redeems the im-
age of love, as one of the main axes in life. 
As Nahum Tate (1652-1715) wrote in Act I of 
Dido and Aeneas: “Let the triumphs of Love, 
And of Beauty be shown! Go revel, ye Cupids, 
The day is your own.”

You may find the play a bit difficult and con-
fusing at first, when you realize that all the 
performers play both men and women roles 
during the action, but if you let yourselves re-
lax and get into it, you will certainly enjoy it 

immensely. To enjoy it at least as much as the 
jury at FITA (Festa Internacional de Teatro de 
Angra) – a very important theatre festival – 
did recently: Eduardo Bakr won the prize as 
“Revelation Author” for this play. 

Going back to the cast: the four performers 
are totally synchronized, and they change 
their roles from one moment to the next. Al-
though everybody is very good, I would like 
to make a special mention of Gottsha: she is a 
wonderful singer, has a beautiful voice, a cha-
risma of her own, as well as a very wide expe-
rience in musicals as an actress and singer.  It 
is always a great pleasure to both see and hear 
her, either in a musical play such as Quatro 
Faces do Amor, or in a one-woman show, like 
the one she presented in 2010.

Three musicians (Lilliane Secco – who be-
sides being the musical director of the show 
also plays the piano, Kelly Davia on the violin 
and Fabio Almeida on the cello) perform live 
the beautiful songs of this Brazilian pocket 
musical. Edward Monteiro designed a sim-
ple, but effective set; Rogério Wiltgen’s light-
ing enhances all the different locations where 
the action takes place; and the costumes by 
Ney Madeira, Dani Vidal and Pati Faedo are 
pleasant and quite adequate to the action and 
to the numerous changes.

Tadeu Aguiar is one of the producers of 
this show, as well as its director. In 2011, he 
played one of the leading roles in the North 
American musical “Baby” (a show I reviewed 

in the August edition of The Umbrella, p.14). 
Tadeu Aguiar’s direction is both inventive 
and light – as a musical play demands – but 
at the same time, most precise where the nu-
merous changes that the play requires are 
concerned. Watching Quatro Faces do Amor, 
one believes that there is room for different 
musicals in Rio de Janeiro – this one, rather 
a pocket show with no complicated effects, is 
totally Brazilian! However, Tadeu does not 
stop, and is already planning his future pro-
ductions, both in the line of large musicals 
and straight plays.

Quatro Faces do Amor is playing at the Teatro 
das Artes, Shopping da Gávea (Rua Marquês 
de São Vicente, 52 - 2nd floor -- Gávea, Rio 
de Janeiro). There is paid car parking inside 
the shopping. This show plays on Mondays 
and Tuesdays only, starting at 9:00pm, and 
lasts for approximately one hour and forty 
minutes. Tickets are R$ 50,00 with a 50% (fif-
ty percent) discount for students and senior 
citizens. 

At first, Quatro Faces do Amor was scheduled 
to finish its performances before the Christ-
mas season. However, due to its success, Ta-
deu Aguiar tells me that they have decided to 
extend the run until Carnaval. This way you 
still have time to go and see it, and enjoy a 
pleasant evening out! 

[Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre 
translator, and a Board Member of the Insti-
tuto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.]

London Letter
JACK WOODALL

In December we spent a delightful 
evening listening to a full concert 
of Advent and other music sung, 
mostly a capella, by the internation-
ally renowned choir of my old col-
lege, Clare, Cambridge. It was in 
the acoustically excellent St John’s 
Church, near Westminster Abbey, 
which after being bombed by suf-
fragettes in the 1930’s and then in 
World War II was converted into a 
concert hall, with a full bar and cozy 
restaurant in the crypt.  

Originally an all male choir, in 1971 af-
ter the admission of women it became 
a full choir, so we heard seven sopra-
nos, five altos, four tenors, one coun-
ter-tenor  and six basses, all dressed 
in black and white, give us renderings 
of the seven great “O” antiphons from 
the eighth century, including one sung 
by the ladies up in the gallery with the men below.  They 
were interspersed with songs such as an anthem by John 
Rutter composed in 1993 for the dedication of a window 
in memory of anthem composer Howells in Gloucester ca-
thedral, and a spirited Cornish love song accompanied by 
side drum and tambourine.  The audience joined in the 
singing of “O come, O come, Emanuel” and “It came upon a 
midnight clear.” 

The encore was a very different piece of music: John Taven-
er’s ‘Nowell! Nowell! Out of your sleep’ from his Christmas 
work ‘Ex Maria Virgine’, commissioned and premiered by 
the Choir of Clare College in 2009.  The singing appeared 
to alternate between supernaturally high notes and what I 
can only describe as a roar.  Clare Choir conductor Gra-
ham Ross is a distinguished Clare alumnus, the college’s 
Director of Music, and a prolific composer who travels in-
ternationally to perform.

Belshazzar’s Feast
One of the first LPs I bought in my college days was Wil-
liam Walton’s exciting oratorio Belshazzar’s Feast, so when 
I found it was to be given at the Royal Festival Hall – with, 
again, the Clare College choir participating – I told Mary 
we had to go.  We thoroughly enjoyed the brilliant perfor-
mance – and the refurbished Royal Festival Hall looks as 
good as new.  I can’t do better justice to it than the review 
by Fiona Maddocks in The Observer that follows.

 “Instead of spending Christmas 1929 with his mother, 
William Walton gave as his excuse the need to get to work 
“on this thing for the BBC”. A humbug by constitution, the 
Lancastrian composer disliked the festive season anyway, 
and wrote saying he would spend the day “in the train 
where one doesn’t notice it”. Today, in the absence of trains, 
he would have to spend it on the platform, where he might 
well have noticed it, and where working on a new score 
might have proved more problematic if not draughty.

ANTIPHONS & A MUSICAL FEASTQuatro Faces do Amor has been 
indicated as Best Play of the year 
for the Shell Theatre Award

Back: Maurício Baduh & Gottsha; 
Front : Adriana Quadros & Cristiano Gualda
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Seven ships of the British Royal Navy have been called HMS 
Protector:
1) Protector, a 44 gun fifth rate listed in 1749 which served in 
India, and was wrecked on 1 January 1776 by a cyclone near 
Pondicherry.

2) Protector, a fireship in service in 1758.

3) Protector, a 178 ton 12-gun brig launched on 1 February 
1805. Converted to a survey ship in 1817, she was sold for 
breaking up in 1833.

4) Protector, a Britomart-class gunboat laid down at Ports-
mouth in 1861 but cancelled on 12 December 1863.

5) HMS Protector, a net layer launched in 1936, and converted 
to an Antarctic patrol ship in 1955. Sold in 1970 for breaking up.

6) HMS Protector, a patrol vessel originally launched as the 
commercial vessel Seaforth Saga in 1975 and purchased by the 
Royal Navy in 1983 and sold in 1987.

7) HMS Protector, previously MV Polarbjørn, chartered in 2011 
for three years as the Royal Navy’s Antarctic patrol ship, a tem-
porary replacement for HMS Endurance. [Source: Wikipedia]

The original HMS Protector of the 
Antarctic Patrol
The HMS Protector we so lovingly called home for our trips 
South to the Antarctic and the Falklands was laid down as 
a fast net layer at Messrs Yarrow & Co Ltd, of Glasgow in 
August 1935. She was launched in August 1936 and commis-
sioned on the 30th December 1936. During the war period 
she spent time, 1939, in the South Atlantic then in 1940 in 
home waters during the early Norwegian campaign before 
being sent out to the Mediterranean in May of the same year. 
It was whilst on station in the Med that an aerial torpedo 
hit her. Emergency repairs were undertaken before she was 
towed to Bombay and spent from 1942-45 undergoing major 
engine room repairs before returning to Blighty.

After spending time in the fleet reserve as a training ship she 
was then on display at the Coronation Review of the Fleet at 
Spithead on Monday 15th June 1953 along with other ships 
of the line and visiting Commonwealth Navies. The follow-
ing year, 1954, she underwent a transformation from Net 
Layer to Ice Patrol Ship in the Devonport dockyard where 
a flight deck was built above her net deck and the hangar 
(lovingly called a “shed”) for the choppers, of which there 
were two on the ships “flight”. On the 3rd October 1955 she 
slipped her moorings in Portsmouth and set sail for her very 
first season in the Antarctic.  Thirteen such seasons followed 
until the 3rd May 1968 when she paid off before making the 
final voyage to the great shipyard in the sky at Inverkeithing 
in 1970.

During her 13 years of honourable and stoic service to the 
Falkland Islands and its Dependencies, many changes took 
place to the old girl, not least the addition of her new bows, 
gallons of red lead and pussers grey. The stories that can be 
told by the members of her crews over the years are what 
comedy films are made of, that though is another story. Some 

of these are now surfacing after decades in the minds of old 
sailors and can be heard during our reunions.

It was also during her years of Antarctic service that several 
famous people crossed the quarterdeck, Sir Edmund Hillary 
and Dr Vivian Fuchs being two of the better-known names. 
This probably came about after the Protector and her crew 
came to the rescue of the MV Theron after it became stuck in 
the ice and the two intrepid explorers were aboard it.

HMS Protector was a happy ship, as each commission year 
will vouch, mainly we believe because she was an indepen-
dent command whilst serving the Falklands and the Ant-
arctic Survey Bases. This feeling of well being and happiness 
remains even today and is more than evident at all our re-
unions that are held during the course of a year. 
[From the HMS Protector Association website <http://www.
hmsprotector.org/main/>.]

The new HMS Protector
The ship that will fulfil HMS Endurance’s role as an interim 
Antarctic patrol vessel is the ice-breaker MV Polarbjørn 
[Norwegion for “Polar bear”] – renamed HMS Protector – 
has been leased on a three-year contract from Norwegian 
company GC Rieber Shipping and had an intensive ten-day 
refit in Odense, Denmark. The vessel – painted in the same 
distinctive red and white livery as her predecessor ice patrol 
ships – entered Portsmouth as MV Protector under the Nor-
wegian flag. She was officially renamed HMS Protector on 1 
June 2011 and commissioned into the Royal Navy fleet on 23 
June 2011, the 50th anniversary of the implementation of the 
Antarctic Treaty, in the centenary year of Scott’s expedition 
to the South Pole.  She deployed on the Navy’s Antarctic task 
in November 2011, serving in the region for the 2011-12 aus-
tral summer. Meanwhile, the long-term future of Endurance 
will be considered.

The new ship was designed and built in 2001 as an Antarctic 
research ship.  She is fitted with two main deck cranes and 
three internal holds and can position to within a radius of 70 
centimetres in winds of up to 40 knots (74km/h).  The ship’s 
refit included the removal and repositioning of the flight 
deck from the bridge roof to the stern, the installation of a 
multibeam echo sounder survey system, a complete overhaul 
of the main engines and gearboxes, and the addition of naval 
insignia.  She is also equipped with a state-of-the-art survey 
motor boat and initially two Pacific 22 rigid inflatable boats, 
which will be replaced next year by a landing craft vehicle 
for the carriage of stores and equipment to shore. Three all-
terrain vehicles and three quad bikes, complete with trailers, 
will also be carried and craned directly onto the ice to assist 
in the resupply of British Antarctic Survey scientific stations.

Protector has a historic connection with Britain’s Antarctic 
commitment – it was the name of the ship which preceded 
the former Endurance (1968-91) in the South Atlantic role.  
Initially, the current HMS Endurance was also leased from 
a commercial source. Originally a Norwegian ice-breaker, 
she entered service as HMS Polar Circle in 1991 before be-
ing purchased outright by the MOD the following year and 
renamed Endurance.

Protector will carry out all the functions of an Antarctic patrol 
ship. She will deploy for several months of the year to patrol 
and survey the Antarctic and South Atlantic, maintaining a 
UK presence and supporting the international community 
in the region. This involves close links with the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, the UK Hydrographic Office and the 
British Antarctic Survey. Currently the survey ship HMS Scott, 
with state-of-the-art surveying equipment, is maintaining the 
Royal Navy presence in the South Atlantic. While she can 
fulfill many of the tasks undertaken by Endurance, she does 
not have ice-breaking capability and therefore cannot reach 
some of the areas that Endurance could do and that Protector 
will.  No decision has yet been taken on whether to repair or 
to replace HMS Endurance which suffered significant damage 
following a major flood which occurred when the ship was op-
erating in the South Atlantic in 2008.
[Source: BBC News 28th November 2011]

British Antarctic Survey
The Royal Navy’s new ice patrol ship has embarked on her 
maiden voyage to survey Antarctica. HMS Protector left Ports-
mouth yesterday [28th November 2011] and will spend eight 
months in the frozen continent. The 5,000-tonne icebreaker 
will arrive in the Antarctic in time for summer there.  Using 
her echo sounder and survey motorboat the ship will provide 
cutting-edge charting and imagery of the region for the UK 
Hydrographic Office, which provides 80 per cent of the world’s 
nautical charts.

Operations officer Andy Storey said: “We will be involved in 
missions where we collect the data that will be turned into 
charts. We have a responsibility to provide the means of safe 
navigation of other mariners that operate in the British Ant-
arctic Territory. There will be a lot of climatology and geology 
work, because Antarctica is a special part of the world and can 
give us an insight into how other continents work. We have a 
remit to patrol the area, engaging with all the various other 
nations – there are 29 other nations in Antarctica. Ultimately, 

as a British presence in the region, we also need to be ready 
to assist with any distress call or call for assistance. He added: 
We can’t underestimate how big the challenge is going to be 
in terms of the environment.  It’s difficult to describe what a 
privilege it is to be going to this place.”

HMS Protector will support the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) 
on two projects. In the first, climatologists from the BAS and 
University of Exeter will collect peat cores to look at climate 
change.  The second will see scientists from the University of 
Leicester, who collaborate with the BAS, visit James Ross Is-
land to look for evidence of changes in glaciers.

Commanding officer Captain Peter Sparkes said: “My ship’s 
company has worked tirelessly in recent months to regenerate 
the navy’s ice patrol capability.  Working doggedly as a team, 
we have achieved all that has been asked of us and to a de-
manding timeline.  I could not be more proud of the men and 
women under my command.  We’re now ready in all respects 
to face the rigours of eight months in the extremely hostile 
environment of Antarctica.”
[Source: The News, Portsmouth 21 Dec 2011 <http://www.ports-
mouth.co.uk>]

*******************

It’s nice to get to report some good navy news. The MOD has 
confirmed that our ice breaker HMS Endurance is being re-
placed and the new ship will be called HMS Protector. The 
original plan was to lease the ship as talks dragged on over 
whether to fork out an estimated £40m to repair Endurance.  
However, naval sources say the loan deal will be made perma-
nent when the MOD decide to publicly announce Endurance 
will be axed.

Endurance almost sank off the coast of Chile in December 
2008. A 15-month investigation revealed the flood was caused 
by a valve opening as crew made a filter change. The ship was 
carried back home to Portsmouth on a transport ship from the 
Falkland Islands in April 2009 at a cost of £4m. In Endurance’s 
absence, the navy deployed the ocean survey vessel HMS Scott 
as cover. But Scott does not have an icebreaker function, nor 
does she have the Lynx helicopters Endurance had.

Very sensibly with the need growing for greater exploration 
and mapping of unknown Antarctic waters, the navy decided 
to seek a proper replacement. The new icebreaker will be the 
sixth [not counting the ship that was cancelled – see list at begin-
ning. – Ed.] ship to be named HMS Protector – a name which 
dates back to 1749. She is named after the fourth Protector, 
which was an Antarctic patrol ship that served from 1936 until 
1970. So there is some common sense left.

Now returning to the more regular lack of common sense. The 
Falkland Islands protection ship HMS Clyde has been turned 
away from port in Rio de Janeiro in a sign that Brazil’s new 
government could back Argentine claims to the islands. This is 
a little worrying so soon after Ark Royal and the Harriers have 
been scrapped. Too many people think Falklands are ancient 
history, I don’t think we have the luxury of assuming that. But 
as I have said over and over let’s hope nothing happens before 
the new carriers and jets are ready, because defending the is-
lands now would not be easy. I think it’s achievable, but the 
cost could be very high.
[Source: Mart & Stevie on <http://transformersuk.blogspot.com> 
11 January 2011]

BRITAIN’S ANTARCTIC SURVEY SHIPS

The new HMS Protector

The original HMS Protector 
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AN OUTSTANDING AMERICAN & A REAL MENSCH
STEVE SPENCER

The rest of this story relates to this pivotal moment. A group 
of students at City College of New York start a radio opera-
tors club. One day, representatives of the US military, along 
with a US Merchant Marine recruiter, make a campus visit. 
The recruiter encourages the young men to become merchant 
marines, serving as radio operators with officer’s rank. He 
tells them that they’ll receive special training, a private room 
and a good salary. One of the students wants to join, but he’s 
16-years-old and needs his dad’s written permission, which in 
that World War II era moment he got by convincing his fa-
ther that, eventually, he would be drafted (like so many other 
friends of his had been) and then not have the luxury of choos-
ing his assignment. 

As a boy, Gerry Goldstein’s hobby was chemical experiments. 
He made this interest the focus of his college studies, majoring 
in Chemical Engineering. Yet, no sooner had he begun than he 
left to serve in the Merchant Marine, given a classification that 
had him handling highly secret communications. In the Mer-
chant Marine, he was afforded the additional privilege that, 
while in port, he could leave his ship in civilian clothes. This al-
lowed him to accept invitations from officials of various coun-
tries to a variety of gatherings and events to which he would 
not have otherwise been able to attend. He never disclosed, not 
even to his wife, Betty, precisely what he did while in the ser-
vice. He did, however, give her a cracked beer mug that he had 
once used in a beachside Belgium bar when those who were 
there heard the German bombers approaching. They fled the tav-
ern and jumped into the sea in time to see that establishment go 
up in flames. The mug was a relic from Gerry’s close shave.

During his two years of service, he faced additional adversi-
ties, including occasions when troop ships were torpedoed at 
sea and were calling for rescue, and his ship could not assist 
lest it risk being hit as well – their cargo being equipment for 
other troop ships they were accompanying. He often said that 
the Merchant Marine Academy never gave him any training, 
but simply placed him on a vessel where he was entrusted with 
the metal box that contained the ship’s destination and mis-
sion orders. Once on the high seas, he was to open the box 
and communicate the contents to the ship’s captain. If his ship 
would have ever been hit, he was to be the last off the ship, with 
instructions on how to assure that the box and the information 
within would sink to ocean floor.

Having a special designation was not new to Gerry. A fourth 
generation American, he was born in New York City, on 26th 
January 26th, 1927, to Charlotte and Nathan Baron. He had 
difficulties for a time in elementary school, as he was constant-
ly being sent to the principal’s office for not paying attention. 
The Board of Education, thinking he might have a learning 
disability, decided to have him tested. Rather than having a 
problem, the results showed he had the second-highest IQ in 
the State of New York. Realizing his wandering attention was 
due more to boredom, he was advanced two grade levels and 
allowed to study at Manhattan’s Peter Stuyvesant High School, 
which primarily serves gifted students. Following the war, he 
returned to City College, earning his undergraduate degree in 
Foreign Trade and Shipping. Apart from his native English, 
Gerry spoke Portuguese, Spanish, French and German. For his 

mother-in-law’s sake, he is said to have tried to learn Yiddish, 
but found his German continually getting in the way, to the 
point that his wife’s mom said she appreciated the effort, but 
he could forget it. 

Toward the end of his Merchant Marine service, he paid his 
first visit to Brazil, bringing wounded Brazilian soldiers home 
on the S.S. Lancaster, a military hospital ship. While docked 
in Santos, São Paulo, he went in search of a synagogue where 
he could observe the Yarzheit, commemorating the one-year 
anniversary of his father’s death. There, he encountered several 
young, Jewish immigrants from Turkey, who were in the coffee 
business. Upon his return to the USA, he began sending them 
chemical fertilizers. 

Gerry met Betty while he was in the Merchant Marines. They 
kept in touch throughout his time at sea and they kept com-
pany for three years after the war, marrying on 10th January, 
1948. Betty survives Gerry, as do their four sons, Neil, Law-
rence, Bennett and Ronald (who resides in Rio de Janeiro), as 
well as 16 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren in the 
USA, Israel, Brazil and Argentina. At one point and for many 
years, due to an illness that befell one of Gerry’s sons, he took 
over the total care and support of that son’s family of 11 chil-
dren. Gerry’s sons recall their dad being very insistent that they 
should dress properly and have excellent table manners, always 
leading by example. Yet, operating on the theory that this was 
for their benefit, the boys were shocked, years after having left 
home to find their dad in the dining room, eating a meal in his 
undershirt. Saying that he had already shown them the way, he 
believed himself entitled to parental retirement. 

In the years that followed, Gerry’s small export business grew 
such that he decided to move with his family to Brazil. He 
stayed in the import-export business until 1967, when he lost 
everything as a result of his company having had so much trade 
with the Brazilian government, which suddenly stopped pay-
ing him. When it paid, about year later, it was with a devalued 
currency, which aggressive inflation made all but worthless.

Known for his perseverance, Gerry bounced back, entering the 
financial sector. For the next 25 years, he had a successful, sec-
ond career as a banker. During this time he represented several 
European banks and had full autonomy on how these institu-
tions invested and lent funds into Brazil. He was, thus, among 
the first bankers to begin lending to the government and lo-
cal banks during the heyday of the economic boom during the 
military dictatorship in the 1970s. He developed a number of 
sophisticated financial transactions involving barter and coun-
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tertrade between the Brazilian government and some of that 
era’s Eastern European communist countries. In the late 1980s 
he was among the first to conceive of a way to securitize de-
faulted paper from the Brazilian government, which eventually 
became known as Brady bonds. )

In his professional life, he never worked for a company, always 
self-employed. He was also quite the innovator and entrepre-
neur, launching several businesses apart from his mainstream 
pursuits. In the 1960s, he started palm heart [palmito] process-
ing factories. A byproduct of this work was his and his business 
partner’s discovery of the commercial potential of the then lit-
tle-known açaí berry. He let his partner develop that business. 
He set up Brazil’s first telephone callback service.

Gerry Goldstein was an active member of the American com-
munity in Rio de Janeiro, for many years serving as president 
of an association of American Second World War Veterans 
in Rio and chairman of the American Society Rio’s Veterans 
Committee. He was always in attendance at official US and 
Brazilian military events, often as flag bearer of the Stars and 
Stripes, representing the United States. Several years ago, 
during the administration of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, Bra-
zilian President Lula requested the presence of veterans from 
France, Belgium, Great Britain and the USA for September 
7th commemorative ceremonies in Brasília to mark Brazil’s 
Independence Day. By the president’s orders, a Brazilian mili-
tary aircraft, accompanied by two Mirage jets, were sent to 
Rio to pick up Gerry and escort him to the event.

Gerry was a constant presence at meetings of the American 
Society Rio’s Board of Governors, eventually being designat-
ed as one of a small handful of lifetime honorary members of 
that body. Gerry enjoyed his service and frequently volun-
teered to serve on committees. He and Betty rarely missed an 
opportunity to attend a Society event.

Both Gerry and his wife were frequently in the company of 
younger people, saying that it kept them exposed to new ideas 
and thinking, and otherwise kept them feeling young at heart. 
They hosted countless gatherings in their spacious Copaca-
bana home, for a number of years even having twice-a-week 
ballroom dancing lessons for a large group of Rio couples. 
They also maintained a residence in São Paulo, where they 
were active members of the American Society of São Paulo.

In late 2009, Gerry opted to have aortic valve replacement 
surgery. This was his third time undergoing that procedure. 
The operation was successfully performed, in Ohio, at the 
Cleveland Clinic. Unfortunately, a complication occurred 
during a platelet transfusion, which caused his lungs and 
kidneys to shut down. This necessitated a tracheotomy, a 
respirator and dialysis. While recovering, he was moved to a 
convalescent facility in New Jersey, later to Queens. He was 
eventually able to be removed from the respirator, breathing 
on his own with the help of an oxygen mask. He was looking 
forward to beginning exercises which might have strength-
ened him enough for a return to Rio, but after catching pneu-
monia, he was unable to fight off the infection that followed.

He passed away in Flushing, Queens, on Sunday, 20th No-
vember, 2011.

A funeral service was held on Monday, 21st November and 
is available for on-demand viewing at <http://geraldgold-
stein10156.sinaichapels.ezwebcast.com/departed_profile>. At 
the service, family and friends noted that during these past 
two years, Gerry never complained once, braving what came 
his way with the same positive, tomorrow-embracing attitude 
with which he led his life. He was a man quick to kibbitz and 
laugh, who enjoyed lively company and conversation. Almost 
anything could be a fascination to him and he was surpris-
ingly capable of holding forth on a stunning array of topics. 
He was a loyal family man and friend, ready to lend a hand, 
helping to the full limits of his capabilities and resources. Of 
such an individual, there seems little that best sums him up 
than to say he was a mensch, a real mensch.

An Am
erican Story
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Calendar
JANUARY
01 Holiday
10 InC New Members Gathering 10am
11  AmSoc Annual General Meeting & Raffle 

Drawing 7pm
19 InC Cafezinho 10am
20 Holiday – Rio (San Sebastian Day)
27 InC General Meeting 10:30am

FEBRUARY
07 InC New Members Gathering 10am
09 InC Cafezinho 10am
10 InC New Members Gathering 10am
16 BCS/AmSoc/InC Whiffenpoof Concert (TBC)
18-21 Holiday Carnaval
22 Half-holiday Ash Wednesday (until noon)
24 InC General Meeting 10:30am

MARCH
06 AmSoc/InC Speaker Series 7pm
30 InC General Meeting 10:30am 

APRIL
03 InC New Members Gathering 10am
06 Holiday – Good Friday (Paixão)
08 Holiday – Easter Sunday
10 InC Cafezinho 10am
21  Holiday – Tiradentes (Brazilian Martyr for 

National Independence)
23  Holiday – São Jorge (Rio de Janeiro only)

Deadline 
for our February 2012 

edition is Monday, January 23

Classified ads
REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

ApArtment HumAitá: APARTMEnT FOR REnT in MiDDLE OF GARDEn, 
SWiMMinG POOL, PARkinG. CLOSE TO BRiTiSH SCHOOL, FURnAS & COBAL 
- RUA CESáRiO ALviM, 55/501. THREE BEDROOMS, LivinG ROOM, BATH-
ROOM, TOiLET, kiTCHEn, SERviCE AREA, MAiD’S ROOM. COnTACT MRS. 
COLLiER - M.DELAMARE@UOL.COM.BR T- 9852 2352
nOTE: SWiMMinG LESSOnS - CHiLDREn & WATER GYMnASTiCS - ADULTS.

AnAlyticAl or SHort-term pSycHotHerApy - viviAnE RiCHARDSOn.  
ExPERiEnCE WiTH ExPATRiATED AnD CROSS-CULTURAL iSSUES. LivED 
MAnY YEARS OvERSEAS: CAnADA, SinGAPORE, Uk AnD USA. BRAziLiAn-
BRiTiSH CLiniCAL PSYCHOLOGiST (LiCEnSE:CRP-05.33022). MASTER OF 
ARTS, ABERDEEn UnivERSiTY, Uk.  MASTER OF LinGUiSTiCS - BiLinGUAL-
iSM, PUC-RiO.  APPOinTMEnT BY PHOnE (21) 9966.9494 
OR E-MAiL:  viviAnERiCHARDSOn@GMAiL.COM

When Insults had Class
These glorious insults are from an era before the English language 
got boiled down to 4-letter words and partisan bickering politics.
“Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable 
disease.” 
- A member of Parliament to Disraeli
“That depends, Sir, whether I embrace your Policies or your mistress.”
-Disraeli, in response
“He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire.”
- Winston Churchill
“I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a 
friend.... If you have one.”
- George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill
“Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second.... If there 
is one.”
-  Winston Churchill, in response.


