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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

MICHAEL ROYSTER

The Quondam takes Stock

Societies INFO

After three years in Rio de Janeiro 
the Phillips family are moving on 
to Toronto, Canada.   I have been 
appointed to be Rector of Trinity 
Streetsville in Mississauga.  We have 
loved serving the community of Christ 
Church and making this decision has 
been difficult, but we believe that this is 
what God is calling us to do and what 
is best for our family.

My hope is that we leave Christ Church 
stronger than we found it, ready to 
continue to grow in love, worship and 
service of God.   Whilst here my aim 
has been to reach out to the English 
speaking community with the love 
and truth of Christ, to lead the people 
of Christ Church in authentic and 
meaningful worship and to guide the 
church and community to use their 
gifts to help the people of Rio de 
Janeiro.

We have worked to build up the 
church’s childrens work, to improve the 
quality of our worship and to encourage 
discipling through bible study and the 
Alpha course.   A lot of my work time 
has gone into improving the church’s 
outreach to other English speaking 
organisations: the British School, the 
British and Commonwealth Society, 
the Consulate, the Royal British Legion 
and other organisations.

We have learnt a great deal in our time 
here.   Brazil is a fascinating country, 
rich in history, culture and natural 
resources.  Living in Rio we have found 
many kind, welcoming and fun-loving 

people.   We have been welcomed into 
peoples’ homes and lives and even 
meeting people casually in the street 
we have found warmth and generosity 
in Brazilians.

Coming from “secular” Britain I have 
enjoyed the depth of faith I have 
found amongst many Brazilians.   It 
has been refreshing to be amongst 
praying people who rely on God 
cheerfully hoping that we will “Vai 
com Deus.” Perhaps also because of our 
recent experience of Britain I have also 
been shocked at the depth of poverty 
in Rio and the willingness of the rich 
to tolerate it.

The Umbrella, for which I have been 
preparing articles each month, exists 
as a tool of communication across 
the international community.   So, in 
my final piece I would like to urge the 
international community to support 
Christ Church.  The English speaking 
community have a wonderful resource 
in Christ Church.   It is a gift from 
our predecessors that we have a full 
time chaplain and a beautiful place to 
worship.  

But a church is not a building or a bank 
account or a chaplain - the church 
is the gathered people of God.   If the 
people of God do not meet together 
to worship, the resource we have been 
gifted will fade away, and we will 
fail in our duty to pass it on to the 
next generation.   If you value Christ 
Church and its ministry please join us, 
be part of our worship, be part of our 

fellowship and Christ Church will go forward doing 
the work of God in this place

The Christ Church selection committee has already 
started the process for recruiting a new chaplain.   
Please do pray for wisdom and guidance for them 
that they may find the best person under God.  Our 
last Sunday in Christ Church will be 15th February 
2015.   Thank you for the many kindnesses that we 
have been given by the community here, we will 
continue to hold you in our hearts and to pray for 
you.  God bless.

 Yours, Ben.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Ben Phillips

From Rio with Love…

READ THE UMBRELLA ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!
www.issuu.com/theumbrella

On his way out the door in mid-December, so as to celebrate 
Christmas and New Years with his far-flung family (something 
he hasn’t done for quite some time) the Quondam will 
reminisce a bit, but not too much. 2014 has been an eventful 
year for everyone in Rio, between the World Cup, the Elections 
at federal and state levels and, of course, the scandals involving 
(so far) Petrobras and large construction companies.

The English-speaking Community has had its share of heartbreak 
as well, as the number of remembrance notices in issues of The 
Umbrella can attest. We’ve had good news too, such as weddings 
and anniversaries and family reunions, and the arrival of the 
Street Child World Cup in Rio. We’ve watched as we undergo 
changes, notably at the British Consulate here, where Paula Walsh 
has been ably replaced by Jonathan Dunn. Several community 
organizations, including TBS, BCS and RBL, have had changes in 
their governing bodies, but have carried on apace notwithstanding. 
Another change is being announced on the opposite page.

We and our organizations have had lots of highly successful 
regular events which enliven our lives—by enabling us all to catch 
up on friendship—the most recent being the AmSoc Thanksgiving 
Dinner and the BCS Christmas Party. Musically, the Beatles Choir 
has grown into its new T-shirts and had 4 performances; SCM has 
had an additional performance at the Lutheran Cathedral; and 
“Coral para Todos” sponsored two get-togethers with other choral 
groups around Rio, at the Jubilee Hall. 

At The Umbrella, we’ve managed to retain our stable of 
workhorse columnists who entertain us regularly with their 
musings on divers topics, and (as you’ve doubtless noticed) 

we’ve graduated from varying shades of grey into full colour 
editions every month. We know what a difference this makes in 
attracting readers, and we certainly hope it will spill over into 
more advertising.  

None of this would have been possible without the absolutely 
essential genius of Marcia Fialho, aka Semper, designer 
par excellence, whose patience with the Quondam has been 
(almost) inexhaustible. Moreover, behind the scenes personages 
Tunc and Nunquam (those who know, know) have become 
increasingly more involved, to the great relief of Quondam, who 
occasionally needs a gentle jostle to get away from his daytime 
job. So, he (meaning we) thank all those who contributed ideas, 
stories, articles, poems, pictures, letters (why aren’t there more 
of these?) etc etc etc. 

We all feel The Umbrella of 2014 is an improved publication 
over that of 2013 (we hope you agree) and we expect to continue 
improving during 2015.

The Quondam, for and on behalf of Semper, Tunc, Nunquam 
et alii, will close this year by wishing each and every one of 
The Umbrella’s gentle readers a most Happy and Prosperous 
2015! 
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THE BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)
And they decked the Hall!
The spirit of Christmas took firm 
hold of the Jubilee Hall, and some 
160 people (yes!) enjoyed a not-to-
be-forgotten day early in December. 
Hats off to the BCS Social Events 
Committee, who saw off 2014 with 
a huge and hugely successful event. 
Just as promised, David Chew and 
Jo Phillips made music, the Rev. Ben 
blessed those present, and super-chef 
Joel Guerin, ably assisted by chef-in-
training Daniel Chew, and a team 
from the NGO Gastromotiva did the 
honours in the kitchen. Kevin Wick 
sang songs, Gijs Andriessen delighted 
on the piano and illusionist William 
Mandell amazed. Talent abounded, 

not least from the guests, who, led 
by Martin Hester, sang traditional 
carols. “Happy Birthday” snuck in 
there between the holly and the ivy, 
in honour of BCS member Gerry Lies 
and SCM member David Miller. Warm 
feelings of fellowship set the joyous 
pitch for this truly great occasion. 

Top of the raffle prize list was the 
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas (Iguassu 
Falls), hotly followed by the Belmond 
Copacabana Palace, Granado, Silvia 
Chvacier, and the restaurants Pobre 
Juan, Via Sete, Gringo Café, Felice 
Café and Yalla Bistro. A special 
mention for Il Gellato di Benedetta, 
for the donation of tons of vanilla ice-
cream: delicious. A big thank you to 

Noreen Smith for preparing the tasty 
traditional Christmas cake. 

Proceeds from the event will go to the 
NGO Il Sorriso, which you can learn 
more about elsewhere in this edition of 
The Umbrella. 

Led by the tireless Anna Whyte, the 
BCS team included Vicky Staniforth, 
Bill Ballantyne, Gaynor and Monica 
from the office. Official photographer 
to the expat community Mary Alice 
Whyte did her usual, as you can see 
from the smiles snapped at the party. 

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
We are pleased to inform you that 
thanks to the wonderful support 
received from everyone and to the hard 
work and dedication put into the event 
by the WDA ladies, the Christmas 
Bazaar was once again, a success.  

The total proceeds from our annual 
Jumble Sale held in July, together with 
the profit from the Christmas Bazaar 
including sales of our marmalades, 
pickles and chutneys made throughout 
the year surpassed last year´s result, 
which was very good. The proceeds 
have now been distributed to several 
charities. A donation was made to 
the Ambulatório Praia do Pinto (a 
medical centre for those in need); to 
the Santa Rita de Cássia Orphanage 
in Jacarepaguá; to the Instituto Pro 
Criança Cardíaca and to Christ 
Church.

Anyone wishing to visit the Orphanage 
in Jacarepaguá will be most welcome.  
Sister Mabel is the person to contact  – 
she will be happy to show you around 
the orphanage and you will see how 
they are putting the donation to good 
use. The address is Rua Florianópolis, 
1305, Praça Seca, Jacarepaguá.  Phone: 
2425-2207

As usual, our Giant Raffle was very 
popular and the winning numbers 
were:

Wda Raffle 2014

Weekend For Two – Copacabana 
Palace ( 01360)

Johnnie Walker Black Label Whisky 
(01555)

Kit Of Bathroom Accessories – 
Fabrimar (01850)

Oil Painting – Olive Arantes (01244)

Irish Mist Liqueur (01453)

Dinner/Two Cipriani Restaurant 
Copacabana Palace (01225)

Fabrimar Acqualclean Shower (01838)

Book- Creativity With Flowers – 
Sympathy (01623)

Grant´S Whisky (01463)

Set Of Coronation Glasses (01710)

Oil Painting (00879)

Dinner For Two – Nam Thai Restaurant 
(00475)

Mandarinetto Liqueur (01626)

Colete Acolchoado Azul (01639)

Print (01399)

Dinner/Two Pérgula Copacabana 
Palace (00788)

Johnnie Walker Black Label Whisky 
(01314)

Mochila (00346)

Lunch For Two – Atrium Restaurant 
(01531)

Book - Creativity With Flowers – 
Arrangements (01584)

Jack Daniels Bourbon (01733)

Gringo Café – Gift Certificate (01610)

Crystal Ashtray (01769)

Twinings Tea Set (01686)

Dinner For Two Lord Jim (01551)

Shoulder Bag (01457)

Special thanks go to our sponsors 
below, in alphabetical order:
Atrium  Restaurant; Bodman- Morris; 
Coca Cola; Copacabana Palace; 
Fabrimar; Gringo Café; Fausto 
Martins; H.M. Consul General; 
Jamer Books & Things; Laboratórios 
Granado; Lord Jim Pub; Manfred 
Hufnagel; Mo Kai Ming And Ana 
Lucia Mo; Nam Thai  Restaurant and 
Olive Arantes

We hope that we can count on your 
support again next year.

The WDA ladies are now taking a well-
deserved rest but will be back on the 
job on Tuesday 3rd March. Meanwhile, 
from all of us at the WDA we trust you 
enjoyed the Christmas festivities and 
we wish you A VERY HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF RIO DE JANEIRO 
(AMSOC)
On Thanksgiving Day, November 
27th, the American Society of Rio 
de Janeiro returned to its roots and 
celebrated America’s principal holiday 
in typical American style—the only 

Anne Robinson, Bryan Stanford, Noreen Smith Three  cheers for the WDA ladies!

AmSoc Thanksgiving Dinner

Molly and Gerry “Birthday Boy” Lies

Margrit Oyens, Ruth Donces

Bea Anderson, Jeanne Levier, Sue and Joanna Ribeiro dos Santos, Sue Guerin

Ben Philips, Jonathan Dunn, Bill Ballantyne, Fabio Caldas, John Nixon
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thing missing was somebody asking 
when the Bears game would be shown. 
Otherwise, we did what we do best—
eat American style food and talk with 
as many of our friends and neighbors 
as we could find. As it happened, 
there were plenty on hand, as over 120 
people between age 8 to 80 (maybe 
even some slightly younger and slightly 
older) filled up the entire mezzanine of 
the J W Marriott Hotel on Copacabana 
beach. 

The Marriott kitchen staff, led by head 
chef Ramiro Bertassin, with little 
experience in American “cuisine” 
(don’t laugh) showed they were quick 
learners and outdid themselves in 
creating the food we LOVE to eat—
turkey and stuffing and cranberry 
sauce and cornbread and green bean 
casserole and sweet potatoes and 
mashed potatoes and even “punkin 
pie”; plus a few local ingredients just to 
remind most of us how thankful we are 
to be in Rio de Janeiro.

The formal evening started, as is 
fitting, with Rev. Nicholas Wheeler, 
an Anglican missionary in Cidade 
de Deus, saying the blessing and 
giving thanks in advance for what we 
were about to consume. Immediately 
following that, William Dowers, the 
chief of the American Citizen Services 
section at the Rio de Janeiro Consulate, 
read out President Barack Obama’s 
Proclamation. 

Later on, just before the dessert 
courses, Fr. Wheeler described the 
social, educational and cultural work 
being carried on at his mission. This 

was important because AmSoc had 
agreed to give all the raffle proceeds 
to this project. As Anna Whyte, 
salesperson of the year, went table to 
table brandishing books of dozens of 
tickets, people bought them by the 
bushel-load, and felt good even if they 
didn’t win. 

Did we mention the prizes? They 
included meals and vouchers from 
eateries where AmSoc members 
have gathered for Happy Hours, and 
other great things from our sponsors. 
The chief prizes were offered by JW 
Marriott (a weekend stay) and by 
American Airlines (welcome back!) – 
a trip to the USA. The suspense built 
up to the end, when the representatives 
from AA came up to the microphone, 
picked out a ticket and began reading 
out the numbers. We won’t tell you 
who won, but it came as a huge shock 
to him and his wife. In the end, the 
contribution to Fr. Wheeler’s work at 
City of God was an amazing R$4.500! 
When that was announced, Nicholas 
Wheeler was even more shocked than 
the prize winners. 

Huge amounts of credit are due to 
Board member Anna Whyte, First 
Vice President Vanica Royster and our 
indefatigable administrative assistant, 
Marilia Sarkis, who remained at the 
doorway receiving people. We give all 
of them our heartiest thanks for the 
huge effort that went into making this 
a success! 

We’ll close with the final paragraph 
of President Obama’s Proclamation: 
“I encourage the people of the United 

States to join together — whether in our 
homes, places of worship, community 
centers, or any place of fellowship for 
friends and neighbors — and give 
thanks for all we have received in the 
past year, express appreciation to those 
whose lives enrich our own, and share 
our bounty with others.” That’s exactly 
what we did this year, and we’ll do it 
again in 2015.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY 
(SAS)
Ghosts Of New Year’s Past
“A Happy New Year, a bottle o’ beer, 
a clip on the ear, for next New Year!” 
That´s what some of the kids in our 
street in Edinburgh used to go around 
shouting on New Year´s day. If you 
were a bit younger or smaller and you 
were in their path, it would be your ear 
that was clipped … and it stung!

Few are the households left that still 
celebrate a truly traditional Scottish 
New Year. It used to be said that 
Christmas was for the English, but 
New Year was – and, to a much lesser 
extent these days – still is, Scotland´s 
major national holiday.  

Our whole family used to congregate at 
the “Auld Folk’s” between 10 and 11 pm 
on Hogmanay (New Year´s Eve). The 
Auld Man had the glasses charged all 
ready for the toast and he would open 
the front door just before midnight, 
to “see in the New Year and see out 
the Old Year.” He would be wearing 
his new cardigan knitted by the Auld 
Lady. He would have given her the 
money at Christmas to buy herself a 
new handbag, shoes and nylons. Both 
of my sisters made their own dresses 
on a foot pedal Singer sewing machine.

At the first stroke of the midnight bells, 
it was “Slainte mhath!” (good health) 
and “down the hatch” with the whisky 
then we would all kiss and hug (see 
footnote) in a circle and wish each 
other a “Happy New Year!” followed by 
joining hands and singing “Auld Lang 
Syne.” The sound would then be turned 
up on the radio to listen to the annual 
party on BBC Radio Scotland. 

Shortly after that the young ones would 
go off in a group “first footing” around 
the neighbours’, armed with lucky 
lumps of coal and hip flasks of whisky. 
Tables were laden with shortbread 
and “black bun” and an assortment of 
drinks, waiting to receive “first footers.” 
Wherever we went at New Year, we 
walked. It might be cold outside, with 
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a chilling east wind blowing, but we 
were well wrapped up and the whisky 
inside would keep us from freezing. 
Groups of revellers going in opposite 
directions would greet each other and 
share drinks from bottles and flasks. 

If the first male to cross your door 
after midnight was “tall, dark and 
handsome” that was lucky, and he 
would place a lucky shilling above 
the door. These lucky silver coins 
accumulated up there over the years 
and eventually turned black with age.

Grandpas gulped down glasses filled 
with neat whisky and “chasers” of 
McEwan’s Pale Ale. While the heavier 
Grannies preferred to lace their whisky 
with a drop of Crabbie´s Green Ginger, 

the lighter Grannies would “juist stick 
tae a wee sherry.”

We played “spin the plate” and danced 
dangerously between the furniture, 
“hooching” and “heeching” to old 
Jimmy Shand records. Everybody had 
their own “party piece” and the songs 
were by Harry Lauder, Will Fyffe, 
Robert Wilson, Calum Kennedy and 
Kenneth McKellar. New Year parties 
were quite patriotic. 

Towards early morning, thick broth 
soup and sandwiches would appear, to 
put body and soul back together again. 
Some would snatch a few hours sleep, 
then those who were still able would 
wrap up in hats, coats, scarves and 
gloves and head off to watch the annual 

New Year’s Day football derby between 
Hearts and Hibs, greeting fans of both 
sides in the street on the way with a 
“Happy New Year tae ye!”

That was a long, long way from 
the multitude crushed together on 
Copacabana Beach at Reveillon, but 
wherever and whoever you are, the 
St Andrew Society of Rio de Janeiro 
thanks you for your continued support 
during the year that´s awa´ and wishes 
you all health, wealth and happiness in 
the coming year. 

Footnote: We only ever kissed and 
hugged in public on extra special 
occasions like New Year! 

Jimmy Frew

Rev. Nicholas Wheeler Alicia Perez and Ricardo Souza drawing prize

Anna, Gerry and Diaz - sellers and winner William Dowers reading Presidential Proclamation

In Memoriam

Cheryl Lynn McIntyre 
October 30, 1973 ~ November 30, 2014

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS - Cheryl Lynn McIntyre lost her long and valiant battle with metastatic breast câncer 
on Sunday 30 November, 2014, in College Station, TX. She was interred at the Bedias Cemetery in Bedias, Texas.  
 
She graduated from Converse College in Spartanburg SC in 1995 with a degree in Politics, and joined the 
Air Force, serving first as a Space Launch Officer at Cape Canaveral, and later in various roles with a Pentagon 
strategic planning group. While at the Pentagon, Cheryl graduated with a Masters in Arabic Studies from 
Georgetown, and later used her Arabic and Farsi language skills during special planning and preparation 
for the invasion of Iraq, and during two deployments there in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 
It was on the first of those deployments that she met her husband, Roy. Charles, their first son, was born in College 
Station while Roy completed his master’s degree at the Bush School, Texas A&M. During that time, Cheryl was 
employed to create and teach the first Arabic language program at the University. The family moved to Youngsville, 
Louisiana, for work in 2007, where the First Baptist Church of Lafayette soon adopted Roy and Cheryl, supporting 
them in ways far above and beyond the call of duty through the birth of two more children, a breast cancer diagnosis, 
chemo and radiation at MD Anderson Cancer Center, the birth of their fourth son, cancer surgery, cancer metastasis, 
and subsequent additional chemo and radiation. 

In 2012, Roy’s work moved the family to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and then in 2014 to Macaé. Through both moves, 
and all of the difficulties associated with cancer treatment in a foreign country, the community at Christ Church 
in Rio de Janeiro was a source of invaluable support, fellowship, and friendship for Cheryl and her family. Cheryl 
returned to College Station in October following a diagnosis of additional metastasis, passing away shortly thereafter. 
 
Cheryl is survived by her mother, Mary Ann; sister, Laura Ann; her husband, Roy Harrison McIntyre, and 4 sons: 
Charles Edwin aged 9, Roger Harrison aged 6, David Woody aged 5, and Daniel Barksdale aged 3.

[Editor’s Note: The above notice is a summary of that published in College Station TX. We have received the following 
message from Rev. Ben Phillips, Chaplain of Christ Church: “During her time in Rio Cheryl was a committed and loved 
member of Christ Church.  She and her family made a deep impression on many of us and her faith, strength and love for 
her family were an inspiration. ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’ (Lk7.9) We give thanks for 
Cheryl’s life, we mourn her passing and we pray for her family.“]

4
corners
and more...
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THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO

TEL: 21 2537-6695   EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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In Memoriam

Denis Michael Delaney
9/1/1933 — 4/12/2014

The Umbrella records, with great sadness, the passing in early December of Denis Delaney. For many years, the 
Delaney family were a reference point in the lives of many here in Rio. Apart from nurturing their own large family, 
Denis and Kay adopted people – adults and children – for all sorts of reasons. Newly arrived accountants at Price 
knew they had found a family in Rio after their first Christmas party chez Delaney. Denis supported Kay in her many 
successful endeavours to provide for needy youths, thus swelling their family by many hundreds more. The “Delaney 
Years” were very special for many.

From Gerard Delaney:

“My father came to Brazil in October 1955 to work for Price Waterhouse. His intention was to stay 2 or 3 years, save a 
little money and return to the UK with enough to put down a deposit on a house. A few years later, he had 6 children and 
no money saved, so he thought it was a good idea to stay a while longer. He stayed 59 years.

He always said how lucky he was to have chosen to live in Brazil and how lucky he was to have worked for Price. Personally, 
I think it’s the other way round; how fortunate Brazil was in having my father live here because of the generosity he 
showed throughout his life and how lucky Price was to have had someone as loyal, hardworking and kind as my father 
on their books.

During his retirement years living in Ubatuba, he made many friends, all of whom will miss him greatly. We will all miss 
him greatly. 

Dada, God bless you, rest in peace.”

Culture Vulture

Here we are in the holidays, when many of us have visitors 
and kids who need the occasional airing, a spot of culture 
and a day out. Consider Niterói. Niterói’s historic forts 
have long attracted visitors from all over the world. These 
fortresses, embedded in some of the world’s richest natural 
landscapes, are always mightily impressive. The brilliance of 
Oscar Niemeyer is abundantly visible, and visitable, in Rio’s 
sister city across the Bay. And from now until early March, 
there’s another very good reason to take a day tip across the 
water.

The Exhibition Hot Spot
The Espaço Cultural dos Correios, a massive 1914 art 
nouveau three-storey edifice, is centrally located in 
downtown Niteroi. It has been fully refurbished and, since 
its re-inauguration early in its centenary year, is now 
considered one of the premier exhibition locations for many 
miles around. It’s a monumental setting for a monumental 
celebration of Brazilian life and mores. 

Form and Colour
Djanira da Motta e Silva, born in up-country São Paulo 
state in 1914, migrated, as so many artists do, to the 
Montparnasse of the Tropics, the Santa Teresa district of Rio 
de Janeiro. From here she embarked on a journey that would 
take her deep into the daily life of the Brazilian people. The 
current exhibition, “Djanira – Recorder of rites, painter of 
customs,” showcases 120 works that are part of the Museu de 
Belas Artes collection. Feast your senses on oils, temperas, 
gouaches, prints, pen and ink works, produced between 
1940 and her death in 1979. Djanira’s artistic output is 
as varied as her state of mind, her politics, her sources of 
inspiration. A visit to the USSR sparked her interest in the 
aesthetics of industrial activity. Her 1945 stay in New York 
introduced her to the work of Peter Breugel, whose influence 
can be seen in several chapters of her artistic life. She soaked 
up everything she saw, and gave it form and colour. But her 
deepest inspiration would always be Brazil: everyday life, 
religious syncretism and where the mystical, lyrical and 
playful can be found in the lives of ordinary people. 

What you need to know
This landmark exhibition is curated by Daniela Matera, 
designed by LCG Ramos, and produced by the excellent 
Artepadilla. Sponsorship is by the Correios and the 
Ministério da Cultura. It is on until March 21, daily 
except Sundays and holidays, from 10 am to 7 pm. The 
Palácio dos Correios is at Av. Visconde do Rio Branco, 
481, in Niterói. 

The Cidade Maravilhosa is celebrating a big birthday in 2015. 
We’ll be 450 years young, and all are invited to celebrate in 
carioca style. During what feels like a gap year between two 
mega world events in which international guests are top 
of the VIP list – the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 
Olympic Games – the honoured guests at the year-long 
party will be the cariocas themselves. They are involved in 
the inspiration, planning and execution of the wide-ranging 
activities, which will last until March, 2016.

City-wide and people driven
Presiding the talented team at the Rio450 Comitê is Tijuca-
born diplomat and lawyer Marcelo Calero. His non-
negotiables for the celebrations are two-fold: (a) they should 
be city-wide and include suburbs and areas that are not 
often invited to the bigger parties, and (b) they should speak 
directly to the residents of Rio and reflect their cultural roots 
and their ambitions for the future. 

Ambitious Programme
A wide range of activities, covering sports, music, the 
arts, seminars and workshops has been announced by the 
Mayor’s Office. The push to “think locally” will result in 
the revival of some local traditions which have fallen by 
the wayside. You can expect a brighter than usual light to 

be shone on January 21, when the 
Patron Saint of Rio, Saint Sebastian is 
celebrated. February, well, there’s the 
small matter of Carnival, but there 
will still be plenty of Rio450 events, 
including some family fun-runs in 
unusual parts of the city. March will be a big month, with five 
thematic weekends planned: Cidade Maravilhosa, Gentileza 
gera Gentileza, Do Leme ao Pontal and Aquele Abraço. 

Rio loves a party!
And parties love Rio. So stand by for some typically carioca 
events during the year ahead. The Umbrella will keep you 
posted on the myriad happenings planned.

Djanira: a wide-angle vision of Brazilian life and 
customs

450 Anos de Vida: Happy Birthday Rio!
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2014 – A VARIED YEAR FOR 
THE THEATRE

And here we are, starting a 
new year, after having closed 
off 2014. All things considered, 
it was an unusual year as far as 
theatre was concerned. 

We all knew it would be like 
that. For a start, Carnaval was 
late, as it took place in March. 
And as you are all aware, things 
in Brazil only really start after 
Carnaval. Then the Football 
World Cup in June and July. 
Another pause in cultural 
activities – even if many people 
do believe football is culture! 
Presidential and Governors’ elections in 
October meant another pause in theatre 
and culture in general. Everybody was so 
busy checking the candidates’ possibilities 
that entertainment took second place in 
people’s options. But never mind! Even 
with all these pauses along the year, theatre, 
one of world’s immortal arts, still had its 
chances to appear.

In view of this, for one who writes in 
The Umbrella on theatre every month 
throughout the year, it meant being even 
more careful about what to recommend. I 
go to the theatre more regularly than most 
people. As I said in one of my first articles, I 
would never tell you to see something that 
I myself have hated!

January 2014 started with “Elis, A Musical,” 
a very good and successful show that now – 
after a full year of performances in different 
cities around Brazil – is playing again until 
February 8, 2015 at the same Oi Casa 
Grande Theatre, on Av. Afrânio de Melo 
Franco, 290, Leblon where it had its first 
run. It is a musical not to be missed!

In a very British way, Willy Russell’s 
“Educando Rita” (Educating Rita) and 
William Shakespeare’s “Ricardo III” shared 
the February article. This version of “The 
Tragedy of King Richard III” or “Richard 
III” for short, in which Gustavo Gasparani 
took all the parts, and explained most 
of the family plots, made the play very 
easy to understand, even if the audience 
did not know much about Shakespeare’s 
works. Gasparani still does occasional 
presentations of this play, so do try to go 
and see it.

March, Carnaval month, besides all the usual 
festivities, saw the presentation of another 
successful musical: “Cazuza – Pro Dia Nascer 

Feliz, O Musical.” This was the show’s second 
run. As I said in my article then, whether 
you liked the man or not, he was a singular 
personality, and deserved this homage. 
Moreover, it was a well done musical.

In April, I continued with musicals. It 
was the turn of “Todos os Musicais de 
Chico Buarque em Noventa Minutos.” A 
wonderful show where one remembered the 
very famous, and acquainted oneself with 
the lesser known, songs by Chico Buarque. 
An evening of much needed relaxation.

So in May, I kept on writing about musicals! 
“Se Eu Fosse Você, o Musical,” was a stage 
adaptation of two very successful Brazilian 
films. My feeling was that the cinema 
language did not translate too well for 
presentation on stage, as both films were 
much more fun! Nevertheless, it was an 
enjoyable evening.

In June, at the request of The Umbrella 
Editor, I wrote about the Instituto Cultural 
Chiquinha Gonzaga, of which I was a 
Member of the Board. I have been working 
with the Instituto for many years, and was 
recently elected its Vice-President. We 
promote many interesting activities linked 
to theatre and music, and we are planning 
to expand these in 2015. In November, 
2014, the Instituto received the “Excelência 
em Administração Professor Sylvio Vianna 
Freire 2014” Award, granted by FABES, the 
Faculdade Béthencourt da Silva.

And then we arrived at the second half of 
2014. Back in July, once again I crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean: an article on two separate 
plays by British author Mike Bartlett that 
were playing simultaneously in different 
theatres in Rio de Janeiro. Bartlett is an 
interesting author and a prizewinner in 
England.

THEATRE

August meant returning 
to Brazil with “Vianinha 
Conta o Último Combate do 
Homem Comum,” a 1970s 
play whose theme is not at all 
dated. Rather, it is very much 
to the point nowadays: people 
who have old parents with no 
means to support themselves. 
A very moving play, and 
worthy of its revival.

September continued with 
family issues: this time 
with a new play by Renata 
Mizrahi, “Silêncio!” dealing 

with Jewish problems during a dinner 
gathering. 

October brought a new, or, rather old but 
hardly ever staged, play by Harold Pinter: 
“A Estufa” (The Hothouse) that had a 
successful run at the Teatro Laura Alvim, 
under the excellent direction of Ari Coslov. 
It should be staged again in 2015.

In November, I reviewed the excellent 
“Samba Futebol Clube”, a musical to bring 
fond memories to those who enjoy both 
samba and football. Or maybe, only one or 
the other. There was entertainment for all 
fans!

And thus, I closed in December, with 
“Uma Relação Pornográfica,” a serious 
play that discusses solitude, individuality 
and the difficulties of establishing bonds. 
Even if the title may lead one to think that 
the theme is something else, that was not 
the case!

I wish to add that this seems to have also 
been Shakespeare’s year. Besides “Timon de 
Atenas” (Timon of Athens), we also had an 
adaptation of “Rei Lear” (King Lear) into 
a monologue, and “Ricardo III”, Gustavo 
Gasparani’s solo, as mentioned above. 
And without trying to publicize my own 
work, my co-adaptation of “O Mercador de 
Veneza” (The Merchant of Venice) has been 
running on and off in different cities in the 
State of Rio de Janeiro for one year and a 
half!

2015 promises that different plays will be 
staged and I will certainly review some of 
them for you in the future!

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre 
translator, and Vice-President of the Instituto 
Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga. 
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THE CRUX OF THE MATTER - Part II 
Tales and Stories…Real, Imagined 
and Apocryphal
Since 2007, visitors to the Library of Congress in Washington, 
D.C. can see the only surviving copy of Waldseemüller’s 1507 
World Map. The 12 juxtaposed sections printed from woodcuts 
form a monumental wall map, dimensions 1.85 meter by 2.95 
meter. It is now protected by an inert argon-filled atmosphere, 
within a specially-designed microclimate case, carved from a 
single block of aluminum.

It is the first map known to show water – perhaps an ocean 
– west of the land mass representing South America, and is 
also the first one to name this land “AMERICA.” The Western 
portion of “AMERICA” is labelled TERRA INCOGNITA and 
the westernmost part TERRA ULTRA INCOGNITA.  However, 
the Eastern littoral of “AMERICA” is one of the earliest known 
cartographic representations of Rio, the surrounding coastline, 
the entire Atlantic Coast of Brazil, and the nearly two dozen 
named rios flowing into the Ocean.

Prince Johannes Waldburg-Wolfegg’s family acquired the 
map and kept it for a long time in Wolfegg Castle, Baden-
Worttemberg, Germany, until it was sold for $10 million to the 
Library of Congress.  The 1507 Waldseemüller Map’s recent 
popularity has revived speculation about how and when 
Europeans “discovered” there was a Pacific Ocean west of 
America. 

After all, most historians assert that the Pacific was first seen 
by a European in 1513 when Vasco Núñez de Balboa crossed 
the Isthmus of Panama. By sea, the Pacific may have been 
“discovered” in 1521, during the first circumnavigation of the 
globe by Ferdinand Magellan and Juan Sebastian Elcano. The 
only other possibilities seem to center around the Italians or 
the Portuguese; both speculations presume an eastern route 
from Europe.

As early as year 1300, apparently in reference to the Southern 
Cross, Dante Alighieri wrote in the Divine Comedy: “four 
stars, the same / The first men saw, and since, no living eye” 
(Purgatory, I:23-24). Later, in Canto VIII: “Then he to me: ‘The 
four bright stars survey’d / this morn by thee, have yonder sunk 
below…’” (Purgatory, VIII: 85-108).

It’s possible that Marco Polo, traveling through southern routes 
to China, may have learned of the Southern Cross. Dante was 
probably familiar with the tales of these traveling merchants; 
or he may simply have imagined the four-star constellation.

Could it be that Chinese Admiral Zheng He was first to 
use the Southern Cross to navigate the southern latitudes? 
Between 1405 and 1433 the Ming Government sponsored 
seven naval expeditions into the Western (Indian) Ocean. 
The Admiral’s 1405 expedition consisted of 317 ships and 
28,000 crewmembers and they sailed as far as Taprobana (later 
Ceylon, today Sri Lanka).

Around 1417, Portugal’s Henry the Navigator was said to 
have assembled the best cartographers, mathematicians and 
astronomers in his Escola de Sagres. Located at the south-
westernmost tip of Europe, this center of learning was credited 
with generating the body of knowledge that would enable 
Portugal’s navigators to explore the southern oceans and 
latitudes so successfully. Was it here that they learned about 

Crux and how to find South through sightings of the Southern 
Cross? 

In his epic poem “Os Lusiadas,” Luís Vaz Camões compares 
Vasco da Gama and his sailors to the Argonauts. After 
proclaiming the glories of early Portugal, the poet interrupts 
his historical narrative and begins a dramatic, fascinating 
first-hand travelogue. Vasco da Gama responds to the King of 
Melinde’s request and summarizes the small fleet’s ten-month 
adventures from Lisbon to East Africa. Camões describes 
(through Vasco da Gama’s speech) the ocean voyage from the 
North through the South Atlantic, around the Cape of Good 
Hope and north again in the Indian Ocean, past Mozambique 
and Mombasa.   This is where – in verses 13 and 14 of Canto 
V – the poet describes “another heaven and stars unknown” 
which became essential southern navigation guides. Here it is 
in the (1776 translation by William Julius Mickle, dedicated  to 
the Duke of Buccleugh and the Earl of Dalkeith).

While nightly thus, the lonely seas we brave,

Another pole-star [352] rises o’er the wave:

Full to the south a shining cross [353] appears,

There are at least three ways to locate true South.  Let’s skip 
over the one that requires finding the star Achenar or the 
alternative using the nearby, very bright Two Pointers in the 
Constellation Centaurus. I find the following to be the simplest 
and easiest way. Locate Crux and make sure it is, indeed, the 
Southern – and not the much fainter – False Cross.

Next, imagine a line from Gamma Crucis (the top star of 
the cross) to Alpha Crucis at the bottom of the length – the 
14th brightest and most southerly first-magnitude star in 
the sky. Extend the length of this segment 4.5 times in the 
same direction and you will reach the South Celestial Pole. 
True South is the point where a line straight down from this 
imaginary South Celestial Pole crosses the horizon.

I am not sure if Henry the Navigator’s School in Sagres was 
real or imagined. Most historians today believe that it was 
apocryphal. Either way, I do know that one very real afternoon 
many years ago in Sagres I saw the sun set four consecutive 
times. As the last sliver of a red sun retired below the clear 
Atlantic horizon I convinced myself that it couldn’t yet be 
the end of such a magnificent day. I raced up the steep slope 
until – again – I could see a portion of a golden arc disappear. 
Then, once more…repeat.  Again, after the uphill run I saw the 
temporarily drowning sun.  A fourth, final run was followed 
by the last sunset, the end of my day in Sagres.

Peter Janos Kurz
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Brazilians like to tell the story of the lady 
who, on her first trip abroad, went to the 
US and got lost in New York City. She called 
her family and asked for directions. She said 
she was standing at the corner of two streets: 
“Walk” and “Don’t Walk.” It may be hilarious, 
but, truly, there is nothing funny about being 
lost. Many a time we must depend on street 
signs and they are not always available. 

The blue signs that adorn downtown, Zona 
Sul and parts of Zona Norte streets in Rio 
are now 14 years old. At first, they caused 
much debate over whether they were 
useful and if the biographic references they 
contained were accurate—many were not. 
Administrative problems aside, it can be 
interesting to get to know a little bit about 
the names honoured in the streets.

Almirante Cochrane is a busy street in 
Tijuca, Zona Norte. This British admiral 
led an adventurous life, making history 
soon after he joined the Royal Navy at age 
17 in 1793. Thomas Alexander Cochrane, 
a Scot from Annsfield and an Earl by birth, 
he soon earned the rank of Lieutenant 
and commanded his first ship in 1800. He 
excelled as a strategist during the Napoleonic 
wars; however, his mercurial temperament 
led to his dismissal and loss of his rank. 

The Chilean Navy contracted him to 
work in their war of independence with 
the Spanish. His fame reached Brazil and 
Cochrane came to work for the recently 
independent government of Brazil, where 
Portuguese loyalists were rebelling, largely 
in the Northeast. His successful intervention 
after being appointed an Admiral of the 
Brazilian Navy, earned him the title of 
Marquis of Maranhão, bestowed upon 
him by Emperor Dom Pedro I. There is a 
monument honouring Admiral Cochrane 
in the eponymous street, although his name 
is written Cóchrane (with an accent) on the 
blue street sign.

The British Consulate is located on Praia 
do Flamengo. Many a theory speculates 
about the origin of the name: either it means 
“Flemish” or is a corruption of flamingo. If 
the first, it is allegedly a reference to some 
Dutch sailors who came to Rio as part of the 
Dutch attempt in the mid 1600’s to annex 
Brazil to their newly independent kingdom; 
supposedly the Dutch ship foundered off the 
beach now named Flamengo. 

If this seems fanciful, it’s better than the other, 
because flamingo birds are not originally 
from the Tropics, they were imported here. 
Whether there were ever flamingoes on a 

NAN CARIOCA

Street signs
NAN HIRSCH

beach in Rio de Janeiro is at the very least 
debatable. 

As to the beach road, it used to be an avenue 
bordering the sand and sea; however, in 
the mid-1960’s, landfill pushed the beach 
seaward several hundred meters, so as to 
build the divided highway linking downtown 
and the rest of the south side of the city.

In closing, Rio will be 450 years old next 
March and the municipality is ready to 
promote a huge and successful event – to last 
until March 2016! So get ready to party and 
have a Happy New Year!

[Editor’s Note: Admiral Lord Cochrane is 
buried in Westminster Abbey. Years ago 
the Quondam went there to attend Sunday 
service. In the aisle immediately to the left 
of his seat, the Quondam noticed the very 
large tombstone for the Admiral, including 
all his titles, prominent among them being 
“Marquess of Maranham” (sic).]

Boys Golf Day
The simply named Boys Golf Day is the brainchild of Brian 
Simpson. Such visionary brilliance does not always bear 
fruit, but who would question the success of the 2014 BGD at 
Teresópolis Golf Club in early December?

The competitors gathered at lunchtime (in order to smooth 
the subsequent transition from 18th to 19th, 20th and 21st 
holes), only to discover that Tony Sawyer had got the wrong 
end of the stick (which isn’t good golf) and had teed off at 
nine in the morning. Without Tony, the average age of the 
participants plummeted to 61.

With unvalued prizes (predominantly donated by the absent 
Adam Reid) up for grabs, the air could have been cut with a 
five-iron. Bets were placed and the Boys were off.

The competitive spirit was self-evident. Nigel Wynn-Jones, 
normally the most patient player on the course, explained 
in no uncertain tones that a dog had moved during his 
backswing, that the greens were unplayable, that his back 
was hurting, that Phil Healey was too slow and that everyone 
always stood in the wrong location. He soon settled down to 
concentrate on the next 17 holes. 

Peter Bodman-Morris was guilty of an early tackle from behind, 
when his cart charged downhill into Alan Smith’s unsuspecting 
backside. Phil, who was indeed suffering from a bad back (yes, 
really), played a round of two halves. Nine holes searching for a 
meaning to life, and nine holes finding the answer. Golf.

Teresópolis is not an easy course for those still looking to 
improve their game. Anyone in doubt should have watched 
Glenn Long. Brian quietly went about business as usual and 
also played some steady golf. Colin “Trevino” Foulkes stalked 
the course with only one “blob” to his name.

Prizes were awarded at the aforementioned 20th hole. Of 
particular note; 

(i) Honest John prize to Peter, for being closest to his self-
predicted score, always a very dubious achievement. Peter 
also won closest to the pin: no one else hit the 6th green; 

(ii) Inflatable Rubber Ring to Glenn for keeping the river 
gods happy yet again. The Ring is not his to keep and will be 
re-awarded to the lowest scoring player on future occasions. 
So, correction, Glenn will possibly keep it; 

(iii) Small Blue Towel for longest straight drive was not 
presented to Phil who never left the 19th.

And finally, the prestigious Black Guinness T shirt (short 
sleeves, large) for best individual score was won by Alan with 
39 par points. Colin scored 38. There is no prize for second at 
the BGD. However, we all won from a magnificent day out.

Steve Rimmer (spectator, score control, paparazzo, scribe)

[Editor’s Note: The Quondam, who has struck a golf ball in 
anger only once in his life, still thinks “mashies” are potatoes, 
“niblicks” are bite sized snacks and “spoons” are tableware. 
He shudders violently when asked to consider what culinary 
connotation a “blob” might have in golfing argot.]

Wellers
The following announcement was made on Sunday 16th 
November 2014 by the Bishop of Lichfield.

“Rev. Dr. Susan Weller has been appointed as the next 
Archdeacon of Walsall. This is a senior role in the Church of 
England, immediately below a Bishop. Sue becomes the first 
female ever to hold the role in the Lichfield Diocese and one of 
only a small number of female Archdeacons

Sue will take up her post on 1st January 2015. Her Installation 
and Collation Service will take place in Lichfield Cathedral on 
Sunday 11th January 2015 at 3.30pm.”

Rev. David Weller, who sent the announcement “from the 
wet, dark and cold of an English Autumnal evening” further 
said: “Needless to say I am delighted with the appointment, 
and know that the Archdeaconry of Walsall will be in safe 
hands. Best wishes to all.” 

[Editor’s Note on arcane Anglican vocabulary: “Collation” is 
the appointment of clergy to a benefice. “Benefice” is an endowed 
Church office. “Installation” is where an Archdeacon annexed 
to a canonry of a Cathedral is shown to a stall. An Archdeacon 
is usually styled “the Venerable” rather than the usual “the 
Reverend”. The Umbrella salutes “the Venerable Susan Weller”.]

Rio Here, There & Everywhere

Steve Rimmer, Glenn Long, Peter Bodman-Morris, Tony Sawyer, Colin Foulkes, Phil Healey, Brian “The Boss” Simpson, Alan Smith, Nigel Wynn-Jones
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over the Calchaqui River and the Andes 
mountains.

As much as we liked the peace, quiet and 
wine of Molinos it was time to move on. 
We headed south to Cafayate passing 
through spectacular mountain scenery, 
the highlight being the multi-coloured 
rock and strange eroded mountains and 
crags. All this along valleys, gorges and 
canyons, some with dried up watercourses 
and river beds, others with water. You 
could easily imagine that in some canyons 
the rock formations resembled castles or 
forts. Although there are no trails or paths 
in these quebradas it’s easy just to wander 
off among the rocks. Being late spring we 
often came across wild flowers hidden 
among the rocks near water. The most 
outstanding looked like “red hot pokers” 
and really stood out among the rocks.

ALEMANIA x ARGENTINA

But there are other unexpected sights and 
sites.  Along the road through Quebrada 
de Cafayate there is a dilapidated sign 
saying “ALEMANIA”. You cross the old 
iron suspension bridge over the river 
and there’s the “ghost town” of Alemania.  
Today there are just a few families living 
here, but in its heyday 100 years ago it was 
the centre of a boom with the arrival of 
the railway. The main railway line reached 
Salta by the end of the 19th century. It 
was then decided to build lines from 
Salta, one of which would be to Cafayate. 
Building a railway through quebradas 
and ravines was tough, so progress was 
slow. Alemania was selected as one of two 
important stations and named after the 
German workers who built it. Between 
1916 and 1920 it drew immigrants from 
far and wide – Bolivia and Peru, not to 
mention people from all over Argentina.  
The town’s success, however, was short 
lived. The negative economic impact of 
the Great War caused investments to 
dry up and although the railroad existed 
the feeder roads from the mines and the 
vineyards were never completed.  In 1971 
the long dormant expansion plans for the 
railway were finally abandoned, as was 

Alemania. Now all that remains is a ghost 
town with some railway buildings, the 
abandoned station and the schoolhouse. 
The rails are still there and the few people 
still eking out a living there talk about 
hearing the sound of the train on dark, 
quiet nights. Truly, a ghost town ….

TORRONTÉS, COOL!

We visited  Cafayate many years ago in 
search of Torrontes wine. Then it was 
a village, today it’s a town. And  now 
Torrontés is recognized all over the world 
as THE Argentine white wine. But maybe 
it’s not! It was a common white wine grape 
in Galícia in Spain and was apparently 
(although no direct connection has 
been established) brought by Spanish 
immigrants around the beginning of the 
20th century to N. Argentina. It took really 
well in the arid, rocky soil and can be 
found in many wine- growing locations 
in Argentina, so much so that there are 
sub-varieties, such as Torrontés Riojano 
from La Rioja and Torrontés Sanjuanino 
from San Juan. There’s even a Torrontés 
Mendozino which actually comes from 
the southern Rio Negro region. If you’ve 
never tried Torrontés, do so:  your local 
wine store or even supermarket should 
have it. It’s an ideal quaffing wine for the 
summer: light in body, high acidity and 
aromatic, reminiscent of Muscat. Cafayate 
is above all a wine lover’s town. Apart from 
all the bodegas you can visit and the wines 
you can sample there’s a very interesting 
wine museum. But best of all on a hot 
summer’s day head for Helados Miranda. 
Their speciality is wine ice cream! You 
can try the Torrontés (of course) but even 
more surprising is the Cabernet. It rather 
breaks the rule that red wine should 
never be taken cold, proof that there is an 
exception to every rule.

More on Argentina, we’ll be heading south 
to Córdoba, in a future Umbrella.

Salta Drummer Girl

Los Cardones National Park

Alemania meets Alemã

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HENRY ADLER

A Trip Through N. Argentina Part 2: 
In & Around Salta 

The locals don’t call Salta La Linda 
for nothing. In fact, the name derives 
from the ancient Aymara name Sagta, 
meaning “the most beautiful”. They 
may be right, but then they’re biased. 
This is yet another city founded by the 
conquistadores coming from Peru, back 
in 1582, but nothing remains from that 
period except for the Cabildo, former 
seat of government which now houses 
the Museo Histórico del Norte. Most of 
the “old” buildings – the main square, 
administrative buildings and the San 
Francisco church  – date from the late 19th 
century. The Aymara tradition lives on in 
many people’s faces, distinctive colourful 
dress and handicrafts. Salta is home to 
the famous empanadas salteñas eaten any 
time of the day or night from many stalls 
and kiosks and always accompanied by 
a hot pepper sauce. How can you tell a 
gringo from a local? Simple. Watch them 
attack an empanada. Your local will 
delicately bite into one end and extract 
some of the liquid and then proceed to 
eat the contents – beef, pork or chicken 
with or without vegetables. Your gringo 
will take a big bite and end up with the 
delicious sauce all down his or her front. 
At night there are many peñas, bars and 
restaurants with typical folk music. Just 
walk up the one street, closed to traffic at 
night, where they are concentrated and 
you can sample the music from the road 
without going in, before making your 
choice. If any Argentinian city could be 

called “Bahian” then it’s Salta; it’s that 
laid back! 

Just how laid back we saw one night at the 
Basilica in one corner of the main square. 
A huge tent had been set up and chairs 
put out in front of the church. The local 
symphony orchestra started arriving on 
foot or by taxi with their instruments and 
when all were ready launched into well-
known and local classical music, plus 
some much more up to date popular local 
stuff and international rock classics. The 
audience loved it – and so did we.

GREAT BIG CACTI

If you take the main highway, Ruta 68, 
from Salta to Cafayate you’ll be there 
in a couple of hours but there’s a much 
more interesting route which heads west 
towards the Andes passing through the 
Los Cardones National Park to Cachi 
and then on Ruta 40 heading south to 
Molinos and Cafayate. First stop after 
negotiating endless curves and bends is 
at Piedra del Molino, highest spot of the 
Cuesta del Obispo pass at an altitude of 
over 3300 metres. You look out over a vast 
valley hundreds of metres below – Los 
Cardones. As you wind your way down 
you start to see many different types of 
cacti. The valley at some points seems full 
of dark tree trunks. As you get closer you 

realize that these are the cardón – huge 
cacti scattered all over the valley. You 
wouldn’t want to hug one of these but it’s 
only when you get really close that you 
see how big they are:  five to six metres 
is not uncommon and the biggest are 
eight metres tall and hundreds of years 
old. Across the valley you come to Cachi, 
a village with beautiful whitewashed 
colonial buildings. In the main plaza 
you’ll see the San José church, dating 
back to 1796 featuring a tower with three 
bells and a roof made of the cardón cactus 
wood and a covered, arched arcade along 
one side, which sets off the square and 
the church beautifully for photos. One 
building in the arcade features a museum 
with regional archeological finds. Also 
take a look at the cemetery. Like so many 
in the villages in this part of Argentina it 
is colourfully decorated with bunting and 
flags and always on the highest point “so 
the departed may be near heaven.”

MOLINOS

Our next stop, Molinos, was going to 
be the real splurge on our trip. We were 
planning to stay at the Estancia Colomé 
but found out that it was already closed 
(mid-December) for the holidays so 
we couldn’t even go and visit or drink 
their delicious Torrontés wine, nor see 
the famous James Turrell Museum of 
Light on their property. Next time! But 
all was not lost. Molinos turned out to 
be an unusual village and home to the 
historical Hacienda de Molinos, now 
a beautiful hotel. The Hacienda is the 
history of Molinos. It was bestowed by the 
Spanish crown to a Spanish General for 
his services in the late 17th century. After 
passing down through his family for 100 
years it was inherited by the Governor 
of the Province of Salta. The town was 
developed around the Hacienda not, as 
was usual, around the church. So Molinos 
today has a different layout to the other 
villages. There is a beautiful church, today 
a National Historical monument, right 
opposite the Hacienda. Wide streets are 
lined with colonial houses with those on 
the corner notable for their wooden lattice 
covered windows set into the corners, 
allowing views up and down both streets 
by a hidden viewer. Clever! The Hacienda 
is built around a central patio with pepper 
trees providing shade from the intense 
summer sun, the perfect place to enjoy 
your glass of local wine and empanadas 
and other local specialties made in their 
mud oven. And the view from the back 
of the Hacienda at sunset is spectacular 

A Church in Salta
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Tim and Vanete Barr, Heather Young

Marcia and Simon Clayton

Jeni Bodman-Morris, Daniella and Rui Castro

Jane and Les Wood, Raf Kiss

Jenny Byers, Anna Whyte, Susan Malpas

Audrey Hieatt, Neville Thorley, Steve Rimmer

Ward Ryan and Jackie Stern

SNAP!

Send
News 
And 

Pictures

Let’s be seeing YOU in The Umbrella in 2015. 
Send News And Pictures and we’ll try to get you into print. 

The Umbrella. Make it YOUR Umbrella.

Thank you to Fiona Brown for joining the SNAP campaign. 
She took this month’s stunning cover picture! 

Send News and Pictures to the.umbrella@terra.com.br

Best of British Rock

Best of British Rock

What a swell party it was! OK, so wrong era, wrong language 
variant, but the expression does accurately describe the 
hugely successful “Best of British Rock” party held at the 
Paissandú Club last month. Just look at all the happy faces in 
these great photos by Mary Alice Whyte!

Some 150 people turned up to hear Neville Thorley’s 
Midnight Hour Band deliver rocking renditions of the best 
of British – and did they dance! Supporting band Rockville, 
led by Henrique Bergson, was no less inspiring and their 
40-minute set certainly brought the dance floor alive.

Those who turned up punctually enjoyed a short 
performance from some of the kids supported by Art & 
Social Transformation (www.artetransforma.org), an NGO 
founded six years ago by Wainer Guimarães in partnership 
with Paul Wiseman, former Director of The British School 
and Steven Levine, the President of CalArts (www.calarts.
edu). AST’s vision is that the arts can foster social change 

and help the youth of Rio’s underprivileged communities 
improve their prospects for a life away from poverty and 
crime. In addition to supporting the programme that has 
sent these young people to a summer school programme 
at CalArts for the last few years, the British School hosts 
annual music and dance workshops, bringing TBS students 
and local kids together to be taught by professionals from 
the USA. 

Profits from the BBR event have been split between AST (for 
the summer workshops) and OSPAC, a Paissandú charity 
that benefits club employees.

Sincere thanks to the Paissandú Club for hosting the event 
and for its sponsorship. Organised within the space of 
about 10 days, and in the lead-up to Christmas, it just goes 
to show what can be achieved by a determined group of 
people who love music and want to have fun. Look out 
for repeat events in the future – lots more music and fun 
coming your way!
—Jenny Byers, Steve Rimmer, Neville Thorley, Anna Whyte 
and Kevin Wick.

Midnight Hour with Kevin Wick

Daniel and Virginia de Souza, Leopoldo Paganelli

Mark Cheetham, Jason Snell

Art and Social Transformation with Wainer Guimarães

Vicky Staniforth, HMCG Jonathan Dunn, Karen Dunn

Carlota and Tom Richardson

Rocking the night away

http://www.artetransforma.org
http://www.calarts.edu
http://www.calarts.edu
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Charity
Proceeds from the BCS’s Mega-Christmas Lunch are 
going, appropriately enough, to an NGO that is teaching 
underprivileged Carioca kids about the value – nutritional 
and spiritual – of growing, preparing and eating good food. 

Rio de Janeiro expats are supporting the Italian-Brazilian 
NGO, “Il Sorriso Dei Miei Bimbi,” in collaboration with 
Australian botanist Alice O’Connor. This past year we have 
introduced a healthy eating programme and rooftop organic 
vegetable garden on the roof of Saci Sabe Tudo preschool in 
Rocinha. Over 70 children aged between two and five and a 
half years old attend the school and all live in Rocinha, many 
of them in extreme poverty.

Why and What?
The project was motivated by the general lack of basic food 
nutrition and poor eating habits of Rocinha’s children, in 
addition to the community’s low education levels and the 
paucity of natural beauty in the children’s daily lives. We 
aim to engage disadvantaged young children in diverse and 
vibrant garden and cooking classes, to pave the way towards 
a healthy life and a love of learning.

The Project
Our program is inspired by the philosophy of Australian 
Stephanie Alexander’s Kitchen Garden Foundation 
(SAKGF), but is adapted to rooftop gardens and apartment 
living, food availability and affordability, and Brazilian 
food preferences.  In November 2014, SAKGF gifted us 
membership to their foundation which includes educational 
resources to enrich and support our project’s curriculum. 

The Garden
The garden is flourishing. The project has been embraced 
by the school children and teachers and is supported 
by the management of the school. Every week we see the 
children and teachers engaged and interested. The children 
particularly enjoy watering, picking and tasting their 
vegetables and seeing them grow, flower and fruit.  The 
young students are already widening their food choices and 
are excited about to trying new and healthy foods. 

2015 Project Costs and Fundraising
The cost of running and maintaining this programme in 2015 
is relatively low, given the number of children reached and 
its positive effect on their lives. We need to raise R$8,600 to 
cover painting, garden materials and a worm farm, kitchen 
equipment, 3 foldaway tables, teaching materials, 50% of a 
kitchen garden teacher’s salary, a weekly healthy snack and 
story books.

Your support
To find out how you can support this refreshingly back 
to basics project, which puts smiles on faces of salad-
consuming youngsters, contact please Alice O’Connor at 
<kmfaoc@iinet.net.au> or <visit http://ilsorrisodeimieibimbi.
org/en/>.  

Make our Garden Grow!

Charity

Climbing for the rights of children: The Rio Three Peaks 
Challenge

Forty-five brave trekkers completed the unique charity 
challenge of climbing the three peaks Pedra da Gávea  
(840m), Dois Irmãos  (550m) and Corcovado (710m) in just 
12 hours on Monday, 17 November. Now in its second year, 
the ‘Rio 3 Peaks Challenge’ aims to raise vital funds for the 
work of Street Child United as it supports the rights of street 
children across the world.

Street Child United, which hosted the Street Child World 
Cup in April in Rio, has received international support from 
Pope Francis, Princes William and Harry and footballers 
David Beckham and Bebeto.

Brazilian World Cup winner and former Arsenal invincible 
Gilberto Silva, an ambassador for the organisation, was there 
to congratulate the trekkers on their arrival at the finishing 
step at Christ the Redeemer on Corcovado Mountain.

Gilberto Silva said:

 “I’m delighted to congratulate every one taking part in this 
fantastic effort. Together, we are committed to the rights of 
the most vulnerable children on our streets and we know that 
through education and sport, each one of these children can 
leave the streets behind.” 

The Rio 3 Peaks group included 15 British supporters and 30 
Brazil-based supporters, who have all fundraised to take 
part. The trekkers were  encouraged on their final peak by 
some of the young people the charity supports, who joined 
them for the climb to Christ the Redeemer. These children 
come from the AMAR and IBISS/Favela Street organisations 
working in Rio de Janeiro.

Joe Hewitt, Head of the Brazil office, said:  

“The Rio 3 Peaks Challenge may seem crazy but so is the fact 
that children are living and working on our streets across the 
world. This is not ok and we are raising awareness and funds 
to support the rights of these children to a better future.” 

The group started early,setting out from  Barrinha at 7am to 
take on Pedra da Gávea; they then split into three sub-groups 
and this peak took them between three and five hours. 
From  there, they were  transported to the community 

of Vidigal, where 
they climbed to the 
spectacular summit 
of Dois Irmãos.

Once they had 
descended the 
second peak, they 
travelled to  Parque 
Lage to begin the 
final ascent to the 
finish at Christ the 
Redeemer atop 
Corcovado. Twenty 
further supporters 
joined the trek 
including children 
and young people 

supported by the organisation and key local supporter Jas 
McAra (pictured with Gilberto Silva) who, at 74 years of age, 
was climbing Corcovado for the first time:

“I had a great time on the climb. Thanks to the training 
walks and little extra on my own I was in reasonable shape 
on the day. Right at the start I began chatting to Fabiano of 
AMAR who spontaneously took me under his wing. It was 
my first time on Corcovado and a great experience, after the 
bit with the chain, I actually got a second wind and from 
there to the top felt reasonably fresh. Very good chatting at 
the top, spectacular view. I’m already training for next year!”

Atop Corcovado, Gilberto Silva presented the trekkers 
with medals ahead of the group photograph accompanying 
this article. The party then left to enjoy a well-deserved 
Churrasco.

For more information on the work of Street Child United 
(Street Child World Cup), please contact: 

Elisa Lamego 

<Elisa@streetchildworldcup.org >

Tel: +55 21 99326 9193

Rio 3 Peaks Challenge
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Brazilian Holiday Calendar:
Dec 31 - Wednesday - Reveillon

Jan 01 – Thursday - New Year’s Day

Jan 20 - Tuesday - São Sebastião (Rio only)

Feb 14 –18 Sat–Wed - Carnaval

Apr 03 – Friday - Good Friday

Apr 05 – Sunday - Easter

Apr 21 - Tuesday  - Tiradentes

Apr 23 - Thursday - São Jorge (Rio only)

May 01 -  Friday - Workers Day

June 04 – Thursday - Corpus Christi

Sep 07 - Monday - Independence Day

Oct 12 – Monday - N.Sa. Aparecida

Nov 02 - Monday  - All Souls’ Day

Nov 15 – Sunday - Republic Day

Nov 20 – Friday - Dia do Zumbi (Rio only)

Dec 25 - Friday - Christmas 

Calendar

DEADLINE 
for our February 2015 issue 

is Monday, 19th January

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CliniCal PsyChologist. ExPEriEnCE with ExPatriatEd 
and cross-cultural issues. 

lived many years overseas: canada, singapore, uK and usa. 
practice at Botafogo - rua voluntários da pária 190. 

appointment By phone +55 (21) 99966.9494 
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Contact  Alcoholics Anonymous 
aario.org - Richard (21) 99867 8377

Selling a very Unique home that belonged to an English family, expats of the Rio community

• 150 kms from RJ nestled in the cool & peaceful mountains of Teresópolis  
• Landscape totals 3,000 mts with 800 mts of constructed area • Adjacent  to 
home are stables, kennels, wendy houses • Heart-shaped lake filled with Carp 
• Lapa for sundowners overlooking lake and rolling lawns. • River running 
through property with a small waterfall and bridge leading to guest house 
• House totals 4 bedrooms with imbúia wood cupboards in all and 5 bath-
rooms • Garage for 8 cars plus volleyball court • Large fireplace surrounded by 
carpeted area to sit around and enjoy at any angle. 
This stunning home is filled with many treasures and happy memories.
Contact Thalita MacGregor: email thalitacendrowicz@gmail.com - phones 
(21) 99305-4741 (during December, portuguese speaking only) or (021) 
99224-7667 (from January on, Portuguese and English speaking).
https://www.aluguetemporada.com.br/haod/126.3659226.3673643/property.html


