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The latest edition of World Youth Day 
(WYD) will occupy Rio de Janeiro at the end 
of July. “Jornada Mundial da Juventude” is 
its Portuguese name, abbreviated JMJ, and 
you’ll be seeing lots of those letters around 
town. The mega-event will happen from 
July 23 – 28 and will feature the presence of 
Pope Francis for most of those days. There 
will be hundreds of thousands (perhaps 
millions) of pilgrims from around the 
world attending, which will be a real test of 
the city’s capacity to handle such a massive 
influx of visitors. We have, ergo, solicited 
contributions from our local community 
organizations that have been, are now and 
will be involved in the JMJ/WHD goings 
on. 

Youth also dominate another main topic 
this month, as The Umbrella’s Second 
Annual Guide to University Admissions 
is published, letting us all know where 
those bright young people who attended 
secondary school at EARJ, OLM, RIS 
and TBS (that’s alphabetical order…) will 
be spending their next few years as they 
prepare for life as adults. As you can see by 
the accompanying pictures, the youth of our 
English speaking community are nothing 
daunted by the prospect; in fact they seem 
humongously happy to have been turned 
loose on the world—gaudeamos igitur! 

Otherwise, as none of our readers will 
have failed to notice, the opiate of Brazil’s 
masses, aka football, has taken over all the 
communications media in Rio for almost 
a month now. The fun kicked off (no pun 
intended) with a “friendly” match between 
England and Brazil on June 2nd, attended 
by frenzied and full-throated fans from 
perfidious Albion, whose chants and 
cheers occasionally drowned out vox populi 
brasiliensis. We have several articles on 
“futebol” and “soccer” in this issue, along 
with lots of pictures.

And, last but not least, the Winter of Our 
Discontent seems to be upon us. The 
Umbrella normally eschews politics, but 
… it would be a disservice to our readers 
not to let them know some of the thinking 
of people abroad with Carioca roots, 
which they won’t find in local papers and 
magazines. We’ve included two takes 
on what’s happening. Needless to say, 
the Culturubu couldn’t resist putting his 
beak in, so he suggests cultural icons 
relevant to “habemus protestam atque 
demonstrationem ad nauseam”. Readers are 
invited to contribute their own “protests in 
a nutshell” cultural references. 

Did we mention you should be reading this 
online? 
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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

MICHAEL ROYSTER

THE QUONDAM ON “HABEMUS PAPAM 
IN FLUMINE”

BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY – BCS
A week before The Queen’s Birthday 
Party on Saturday, 8 June it was 
all bustle to make sure everything 
would come out right on the day. 
An 11 point checklist had been 
prepared and all those involved 
both in the Council and from 
outside were putting into practice 
their separate roles. There was a lot 
to come together: High tea – Buffet 
– Special Invited guests – brief 
the MC – prepare games for the 
children – put sound and image in 
place – brief the pianist – decorate 
the Jubilee Hall – sell Raffle tickets 
– buy presents – organize the 
Cashiering – print entrance tickets, 
a myriad of details to enable a 
lovely afternoon of respectful 
entertainment. A last look at the 
weather showed promise of a dry 
day with pleasant temperatures, 
which is all that was needed.

After the children games and a 
very well carried out Coronation 
of the elected Prince and Princess 
from the Fancy Dress competition 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(MC Ben) enrobed in a special 
gold bishops cloak for special 
ceremonies, there was a moment of 
thanks. Four special ladies: Consul-
General Paula Walsh – Mary Aune 
– Anne Phillips -Noreen Smith 
were given a bouquet of flowers for 
their friendly and loving dedication 
to the British community and 
symbolizing the many angels 
quietly going about their work 
amongst us.

The Consul-General Paula Walsh 
then led all present into a moment 
of reflection on our Queen saying 
some lovely words about Her 
Majesty recording her 60 years on 
the throne of the UK and her 87 
years of age. All were invited to 

raise their champagne glasses in a 
‘Loyal toast’ followed by ‘God Save 
the Queen’ with the children in 
chorus around Jo on the guitar and 
Martin Hester at the piano. 

The next important step was 
cutting of the beautiful Birthday 
cake decorated with roses and the 
Union Jack by Consul-General 
Paula Walsh. Surrounded by eager 
children, Anne Phillips served out 
delicious slices of cake. Copacabana 
Palace and Anne Phillips are to 
be greatly thanked for offering 
wonderful tea and scones served 
in a beautiful silver tea set and 
for preparing the marvellous cake 
decorated fittingly for royalty.

This year with a greater focus on the 
young families in the community 
and considering the involvement of 
our Chaplain as MC and his young 
family it was possible to have a 
party for all ages.

See our photos of the QBP 2013 
taken by photographer Christine 
Rutherford – BCS Council member 
on the BCS website, in BCS e-News 
– in UmbrellaOnline and The 

Umbrella Newsletter as part of this 
article.

“God Save the Queen” long may 
she reign over us.

Robert Hartley- BCS Membership 
and Communications

THE WOMEN´S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION – WDA
Jumble Sale: At the time of writing 
this article for the July edition of The 
Umbrella, we are but a few weeks 
away from our Jumble Sale on 
Wednesday 10th July. It will take 
place as usual in the Jubilee Hall, 
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 
99, Botafogo and the doors will be 
open from 10 a.m. until noon. 
We are very grateful to those of 
you who have kindly responded to 
our appeals for donations and as 
a result our cupboards are tightly 
packed with donations.   We are 
sure the event will be a success. 

If you are holding on to any items 
that you still intend to donate to 
the WDA for this year´s event, 
please send them to us - they will 
be most welcome.  Just for the 

Societies INFO

Anne Phillips

VIEW THE UMBRELLA ONLINE IN VIBRANT COLOR, RATHER THAN IN BORING 
BLACK AND WHITE!! GO TO HTTP://ISSUU.COM/THEUMBRELLA

WDA Ladies at work
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record, we receive contributions 
for the Jumble Sale all the year 
round.  Deliveries can be made 
any day during the week to Karen, 
secretary, Christ Church, telephone 
2226-7332 or to the BCS secretary, 
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, 
between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm. 
Please remember that between 2 
pm. and 3.30 pm. when the school 
finishes, cars are not allowed into 
the grounds.  

Marmalades, Pickles and 
Chutneys can be bought any day 
during the week within office 
hours and especially on Tuesday 
mornings when the WDA ladies 
are present.  We have a supply of 
lemon curd available – it is kept 
in the refrigerator and is not on 
view in the kitchen.  A substantial 
amount of the funds donated to 
the different charities at the end 
of each year, comes from the sale 
of these products.  Please let your 
friends and neighbours know they 
are available.

Please note that due to the higher 
cost of the ingredients, as from 1st 
July we shall be increasing the price 
of all our products to R$9,00 per 
jar.  

Empty Jars: Many of our readers 
automatically return their empty 
marmalade, pickles and chutney 
jars for re-use, which is much 
appreciated.  If you have any of 
these empty jars lying around the 
kitchen, please send them to us 
together with the metal tops.  Many 
thanks.

As the Jumble Sale will soon be 
behind us, the WDA team has 
already started to focus on the 
Christmas Bazaar – in particular, 
on the Christmas crackers .  A lot 
of work goes into making the actual 
crackers.  Besides mounting them 
we have to search around looking 

for small items that will fit inside 
the crackers and that will also 
please the children, the girls and 
the boys.  In the photograph the 
ladies can be seen rolling up their 
sleeves ready to start...

THE BRITISH SCHOOL – TBS

TBS RJ – 11th MUN Conference

The British School hosted its eleventh 
Model United Nations conference on 
May 17th, 18th and 19th 2013. The event 
got off to a very lively start with some 
provocative and challenging topics to 
debate. Delegates from all three sites 
of TBS, other schools in Rio de Janeiro 
and a school in Bahia were all at the 
conference run by pupils. Giovanna 
Azevedo, the Secretary General, and 
Mariana Repsold, the Conference 
Director, brought the event to order 
on Friday evening at the opening 
ceremony. 

Through arduous discussion, 
negotiation and debate, participants 
sought to find solutions to issues 
ranging from human rights to armed 
conflicts.

Many pupils participated in the 
conference for the first time and 
learned the importance of diplomacy 
and the discussion of current events. 
All participants had a unique 

opportunity to investigate the origin 
and background to problems in the 
world today. Around 200 TBS students 
from Urca and Barra applied and 
participated.

The Security Council debated the 
North Korean Nuclear Programme, a 
very important topic in today’s current 
events as nuclear programmes can 
put the whole world in danger. The 
Human Rights Council opted for two 
controversial subjects; the possible 
legalization of euthanasia worldwide 
and the rights of sex workers. The 
ECOSOC committee discussed issues 
pertaining to the well-being of the 
world and the people on it: access to 
health care and overfishing.

The Junior Human Rights Committee, 
only open to Classes 5, 6 and 7, 
discussed the death penalty, an 
interesting subject as the United States 
of America seems to be opting for this 
punishment more and more, and has 
been placing this topic worldwide for 
discussion. The Special Technological 
Committee (SPECTECH) debated the 
implications of WikiLeaks in today’s 
world. Pupils seeking an older style 
of diplomacy joined the Joint Cabinet 
Crisis (English, Prussian, French and 
Austrian cabinets) and discussed 
the Battle of Waterloo. And last but 
not least, the North and South Korea 
Cabinets determined, separately, when 
the security issues in the region are, 
and the unification of the Koreas. 

In addition to The British School 
students there were delegations from 
the Pan American School of Bahia 
from Salvador, Chapel School and St. 
Nicholas form São Paulo, and EARJ - 
the American School of Rio de Janeiro. 
TBS pupils offered accommodation for 
visiting students for the weekend.

The whole weekend turned out to be 
extremely enjoyable and enriching. 

We would like to thank staff and pupils 
who committed to this way of practical 
learning and donated their time to plan 
such an educational and fun event. 
Each year TBS MUN events grow, and 
it is no doubt thanks to the efforts of 
our community.

by Nicole Froio’2008

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF RIO DE 
JANEIRO – AMSOC

On May 25th, the American Society 
Rio held its annual celebration of 
the good ol’ USofA when it hosted 
America’s Day 2013. It’s our version of 
a 4th of July bash, which we’d otherwise 
celebrate on or about that day were it 
not for the fact that, by July, so many 
in our community are away on travel. 
Nevertheless, you’d never have known 
it wasn’t Independence Day, as we had 
hamburgers, hot dogs, homemade 
relish, cole slaw and all the other fixins. 
There were soft drinks and artisanal 

wheat beer on tap, plus Garytos corn 
chips and salsa from our old pal, Gary 
Urban.

Our thanks to Bob Werner and his 
crew at the American School, especially 
Caren Addis, who made us feel right at 
home once again. 

We need to add that the afternoon 
would not have been complete without 
several kickass, live music sets from 
local favorites, ArizonA. And it’s 
here we should mention our absent 
friend, ArizonA’s leader, Emmanuel 
Gilligan, whom many of you already 
know was the victim of a failed holdup 
attempt this past March; an incident 
which ended with him being shot. The 
wounds from this attack will require 
Eman to go through months, if not 
years of rehabilitation and recovery.  

To help him and his family on their 
long road ahead, the American Society 
hosted a fundraising concert in April. 
We also decided to donate all the funds 
we raised in our America’s Day raffle 
(R$ 2.710) to the Eman Rehabilitation 
Fund. If you haven’t had a chance to 
pitch in, please do so now, while you’re 
thinking about it, by visiting: <www.
youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/
a m e r i c a n - m u s i c i a n - v o l u nt e e r -
emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-
janeiro/47390>. Give whatever you 
can. Every little bit counts. Besides… 
we take care of our own.

Speaking of the raffle, we owe a big 
tip of the hat to the new American 
Airlines, which donated a voucher, 
good for roundtrip airfare from Rio to 
anywhere in the continental 48 United 
States (and congratulations to our big 
winner, Mateen Thobani)!

INTERNATIONAL CLUB OF RIO 
– INC

Message from the President

InC, like much of the Northern Hemis-
phere, will be on vacation during July. 
We wish all of you who are traveling 
a safe journey and many memorable 
moments with your loved ones. We’ll be 
back in August with a bang! (see below)
 
We have been saying our goodbyes in 
June to three special Board members: 
Cathy Baudoin, Marinda Gerber 
and Mary Dwyer (in alphabetical 
first name order). They have all given 
fantastic service to InC, and we will 
MISS THEM!

We have some exciting news for the 
second semester. First, InC will be 
expanding by opening a satellite group 
into Macaé, where former members 
Hélène Buob and Jill Lewin are now 
located. If you have friends in Macaé, 
ask them to contact us by sending an 
email to: <membership@incrio.org.br>. 

And, there’s more exciting news! We 
will inaugurate yet another cafezinho, 
this time on Thursdays, alternating 
between Zona Sul and Barra, where 
those of your friends who aren’t quite 
as comfortable as you are in English, 
can meet and greet in Portuguese! 
That will be the “official” language 
of this cafezinho, as we hope to 
welcome numbers of our international 
community whose first language 
is not English. Liliana Perilla, our 
new Membership Secretary, will be 
speaking to her friends in the Latin 
American community and we hope 
you, too, will welcome a chance to 
perfect your Portuguese (or, perhaps, 
your Portuñol or your Spanglish) at 
these gatherings. 

An Overview of Taste of Rio 2013 
Taste of Rio is the International Club 
Rio’s (InC) main fundraising event for 
the club and the charities it supports 
from Rio’s local communities.   This 
year it will take place Saturday 
October 5 at 8pm at the terrace of the 
Clube Federal in Alto Leblon which 
boasts sweeping views of the Lagoa 
and beaches.

All under one roof, in one night, 
guests have the opportunity to savor The happy crowd

Ian Reid

ArizonA’s Julia Scott

TBS MUN participants

http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/american-musician-volunteer-emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-janeiro/47390
http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/american-musician-volunteer-emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-janeiro/47390
http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/american-musician-volunteer-emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-janeiro/47390
http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/american-musician-volunteer-emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-janeiro/47390
http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/american-musician-volunteer-emmanuel-gilligan-shot-in-rio-de-janeiro/47390
mailto:membership@incrio.org.br
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dishes from over 30 of Rio’s favorite 
restaurants, representing food from 
all over the world: French, Japanese, 
Mexican, Thai, German, American, 
and of course Brazilian. 

In addition to the degustação, guests 
enjoy fine wines, as well as caipirinhas 
prepared with exotic fruits and top 
quality cachaça, beer and a variety of 
soft drinks. 
 
A highlight of the evening is the 
live musical presentation by highly 
respected local musicians who 
perform bossa nova classics and jazz 
favorites.   Throughout the evening, 
guests are also entertained by the 
comedic banter between the “two 
Mikes” - local Rio raconteur Michael 
Kepp and local personality Michael 
Royster, joint Masters of Ceremony.

Fabulous Raffle prizes have included: 
roundtrip tickets to Europe, vacations 
at Club Med Brasil, weekend away 
stays at exclusive resorts, Dinners for 
2 at top local restaurants, gorgeous 
jewelry from local designers, art and 
ceramics from Rio’s iconic local artists, 
pampering baskets and so much 
more…

All food, beverages and entertainment 
are included in one all-inclusive ticket 
price of R$120 per person (members) 
and R$150 per person (non-members).  

Early-bird discounts are available - buy 
your ticket before September 15  – for 
additional savings:  R$100pp members, 
R$120pp non-members.  Tickets will 
be available online at: <www.tasteofrio.
blogspot.com> or at the International 
Club’s website at:   <www.incrio.org.
br> and at InC events and gatherings.  
Everyone is welcome! 

This is the third time the InC has 
launched Taste of Rio (InC also 
produced Taste of Rio in 2008 & 2011).  
Each time it has been a spectacular 
event loved by members and the 
general public.  

The InC supports charities that improve 
the education and development of 
Rio’s less fortunate youth, such as: Luta 
Pela Paz, Refazer, Associação Semente 
da Vida da Cidade de Deus,  Abrigo 
Evangelico da Pedra de Guaratiba,  Il 
Sorriso dei Miei Bimbi/Amigos da 
Vida, Lar Maria da Lourdes.

SOCIETY OF CHORAL MUSIC –
SCM 

Winter 2013 Concert, August 19th, 
8 pm at Christ Church

The SCM choir will sing 
Mendelssohn’s “Hymn of Praise”. 

Jakob Ludwig Felix Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy (1809-1847) took his 
place in the history of sacred music 

with an exceptional production 
of works written for the Church, 
combining his religious sentiments 
with the romantic era. The 
Oratorios “Elias”, “Christus” and 
“Paulus”, the Psalms, Cantatas and 
Motets, along with various minor 
works, form a rich and expressive 
liturgical repertory.   

The inclusion of choirs and soloists 
in symphonies was begun by 
Beethoven’s in his 9th Symphony, but 
Mendelssohn, Mahler and Gustav 
Holst, among others, continued this 
practice. Mendelssohn composed 
his Symphony No.2 in B flat 
major, Opus 52, in 1840, dedicated 
to Frederick Augustus, King of 
Saxony. The SCM choir is singing 
the final movement, the “Hymn of 
Praise” (“Lobgesang”). 

The work was first presented in the 
Church of St Thomas, in Leipzig, 
on June 25, 1840. It is a selection of 
texts from the psalms, superbly put 
to festive and expressive music. The 
main theme is majestic, invoking 
and commanding praise from all 
living beings, from the start to the 
grandiose end of the symphony. 
This theme comes from Psalm 
150, which says “All that have life 
and breath, Praise the Lord”. The 
sadness of death is compared to a 
long night, succeeded by “girding 
on the armour of light”.  Here we 
find the famous chorus by Martin 
Rinkart and Johann Crüger, 
“Nun danket alle Gott”, used by 
Mendelssohn in various other 
works. After a duet that once again 
sings the mercies of the Lord, a final 
chorus calls the nations, monarchs, 
heavens and all the earth to give 
God a tribute of gratitude, honor 
and glory, in a happy and jubilant 
song of praise, ending with the last 
call to all living beings – Praise the 
Lord, Hallelujah! 

We are dedicating this concert to 
the memory of our dear departed 
companion Marion Way (1930-
2013), a man of God, who will be 
remembered by all who knew him, 
for his productive, generous, helpful 
and always giving missionary life. 
Requiem aeternam for our dear 
friend. 

By Ruy Wanderley, Choirmaster

BBC Cumbria, An Argentinian 
Pope, and a British Chaplain in 
Brazil
In March this year I came to my study to 
find a message from BBC Cumbria on my 
answerphone (for any who do not know, 
Cumbria is the most beautiful place in 
Britain, my wife’s birthplace and my home 
for the last 10 years before coming to 
Rio). The message asked me for a South 
American perspective on the appointment 

of the new Pope. My first response, which 
I happily repressed, was to ring back and 
say, “the new Pope is an Argentinian, I 
am a Brit in Brazil; the Pope (obviously) 
is a Catholic, I am an Anglican; and 
particularly given that I had only been in 
Brazil 9 months I believe you could ring 
any number from any South American 
phone book and get a more informed 
perspective than mine.”

However, having thought better of this, I 
spoke to some wiser and better informed 

heads than my own, gathered my thoughts 
and spoke to the people of Cumbria 
(population 496,200) about my opinions 
on the reactions of the people of South 
America (population 17,840,000) to the 
appointment of Pope Francis.

In the course of this process, moreover, 
I realised what a very good thing Pope 
Francis seems to be for the church.   He 
has shown wonderfully encouraging signs 
of humility, compassion and care for those 
most in need.

I think it is super that we in Rio de Janeiro 
get to welcome him at the World Youth 
Day next month and we can hope that his 
appointment will help all Christians to 
work together to share the truth and love of 
Jesus with the world.

From the Chaplain

Rev. Ben Phillips

Where is your God now?

[Editor’s note: World Youth Day will occur in Rio de Janeiro at the 
end of July; pilgrims are expected by the millions. The Umbrella 
has asked community organizations about their participation, and 
has received contributions from Our Lady of Mercy School and 
the Anglican Diocese of Rio de Janeiro, which we share with our 
readers below, as well as a notice from the WYD site.]

1) WORLD YOUTH DAY AND OUR LADY OF 
MERCY
“Our Lady of Mercy School (OLM) is front and center in the 
upcoming “World Youth Day” promoted worldwide by Pope 
Francis and hosted in Rio de Janeiro this July.

OLM began preparations early in March when the school organized 
its private pilgrimage to the Christ Statue in compliance with the 
Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro’s request that all Catholic Schools in 
Rio take a day to visit the Christ Statue.   It is not only the most 
important symbol of the city but also the official headquarters of 
the “World Youth Day” event which will bring together millions of 
young people from all over the world.

This event and the mission of Our Lady of Mercy School are 
integrated in scope and purpose:  Both require fluent English and 
have at their foundation the propagation of a healthy, grounded 
Catholic institution created to serve foreigners and travellers to the 
city of Rio de Janeiro. 

Our Lady of Mercy School will proudly host 120 pilgrims during 
a week-end of the school’s July break.  The group arriving will be 
composed of young people from all over the world who will be 
sleeping in the Physical Education Department, in classrooms, 
wherever it is safe and comfortable on the school grounds.

OLM takes pride in participating in this extraordinary event, the 
world’s first-ever coming together of the youth of all nations under 
the banner of peace, understanding, honor, and prayer for our 
church and our world.”

2) WORLD YOUTH DAY AND THE ANGLICAN 
COMMUNION
“The Diocese of Rio de Janeiro’s ‘Anglican World Youth 
Encounter’

At the end of July, Rio de Janeiro is playing host to World Youth 
Day. It will include the first overseas visit of Pope Francis. Our city 
is expecting one million young people from around the world to 

take part in the event. The theme is ‘Go and make disciples of all 
nations’. 

With such a great opportunity before us to encourage young 
people to attend more deeply to the call of Jesus Christ, our 
Diocesan Youth Chaplaincy and our Diocesan Centre for Anglican 
Theological Education (CAET) are seeking to create a group of 
30 young people (18-30) from across the Anglican Communion 
to take part in a ten-day parallel encounter. The encounter aims 
to build links between young people across the Communion to 
reflect, pray and share together in an experience of a lifetime and 
consider what it means to be a young Anglican today.

Just as our Diocese worked last year to welcome and include 
representatives from the Anglican Communion in Rio+20, the 
UN Conference on Sustainable Development, so we hope on this 
occasion to serve the wider church in its ministry to and with 
young people.

We have been invited to take part in Ecumenical Catechesis by the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Rio de Janeiro (see below) and will 
be seeking to take the group to some of the key moments in both 
the World Youth Day and the Papal Visit.”

3) WORLD YOUTH DAY AND ECUMENISM
The World Youth Day site in English says: 

“An ecumenical event is also in the works. The National Council 
of Christian Churches of Brazil, along with the Local Organizing 
Committee, is organizing a meeting to bring together young leaders 
from Christian Churches, to take advantage of World Youth Day 
Rio2013. The event will take place during the week of WYD, in the 
Anglican Cathedral in Rio de Janeiro.” 
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Brazil vs England June 2

Chris, Moira and Jenny Mclauchlan had a 
great time at the match.  We went by Metrô 
from Botafogo, alongside Suzan Carter & 
Stephanie, and alighted at São Cristóvão, 
with only a shortish walk down to the 
entry for Sector 3.     As the Mclauchlans 
are all Brazilian born and moreover, have 
a definite penchant for the counties North 
of the border, readers will understand why 
we favoured the canarinho shirts (Chris is 
a lost case with Flamengo).  The Maracanã 
is looking splendid (aside the heaps of 
dust all over the place).   The bathrooms 
were clean and stocked with soap and 
toilet paper.  Downside was that there was 
no VIVO 3G.   Access to the stadium was 
painless (although we did arrive 2 hours 
before the game ....) and we were met by a 
team of people who were doing face painting, 
making silly balloon hats and providing 
free of charge the Brazilian version of the 
“vuvuzela” - two plastic inflatable battons 
to clap together (makes a thudding noise 
but doesn’t offend the ears....!!). Food and 
drink (non-alcoholic only) predictably 
very expensive.    Lighting of the structure 
impressive (yellow and green) and the 
grass looked like a carpet (which it should 
after all!). All in all, a great experience. 
Moira Mclauchlan

Alex Job Said

Barra campus British School student Alex 
(grandson of BCS members Trever and 
Mary Jean Job and son of Denise Job) 
has been elected as an Athlete Member of 
Itanhangá because of his excellent skills at 
polo. He plays using horses that have been 
loaned to him by other members and has 
been placed onto their adult team. Even 
though he only began to play at age 12, and 
is yet but a scant 14, he has done incredibly 
well. Moreover, in his first tournament 

playing with the big folk, he was roundly 
cheered, with spectators calling his name. 
This scared the bejibbers out of his “vovó 
coruja” Mary Jean, who thought he’d fallen 
off his horse or something worse… but the 
picture shows he’s a sure saddled sort.

David Chew 6.0

Last May, Dr. David Chew OBE D.Mus. 
M.Mus. AGSM, organizer of the Rio 
International Cello Encounter (RICE) 
invited a few of his friends to bite off 
just as much as they could chew, so as to 
celebrate the latest version (6.0) of Rio’s 
favourite cellist. The Quondam can testify 
that dozens flocked to meet and greet the 
musical elite, and (of course) David and 

some of his talented friends played as well. 
Splendidly garbed in a vintage T-shirt (see 
photo) the (Jim?) beamish boy entered well 
the “idade sexy” as people around here 
cannot resist saying about sexagenarians. 
David survived the evening well, has 
continued to be active 24/7 in several 
projects, including a splendid performance 
at an InC fundraiser on June 29th. In 
August, RICE will have its 19th annual 
round of riveting performances, and The 
Umbrella will cover those in advance next 
month, because readers will not want to 
miss them.

Carioca Cricket Club

The Carioca Cricket Club continues to go 
from strength to strength following recent 
visits to their home ground in Itaguai 
from a Lloyd’s of London touring team 
(see photo), and newcomers to Brazil’s 
burgeoning cricket scene, Belo Horizonte. 
The club is always keen to receive new 
players of all standards and welcomes 
contact from anybody wishing to get 
involved on any level. Official matches 
and regular practice games are arranged 
at the ground, and midweek ‘nets’ sessions 
happen in Flamengo. The annual Brazil 
National Championships will be once 
again hosted in Rio in November, so if 
you would like to become a part of the 
promising development of cricket in Rio, 
you can email the club on <cariocacricket@
gmail.com> or simply keep abreast of 
all the goings on via the website  <www.
cariocacricket.com>. [Editor’s Note: the 
sign in the background of the picture says 
Lloyd’s Cricket Club on the 2103 (sic) Tour. 
We assure our readers that we have not seen 
90 years into the future.]

AroundRio... AroundRio... AroundRio...

David Chew and friends

Alex Job Said

CULTURE VULTURE 

CULTURE VULTURE I
Although I never use “The Umbrella” 
column to put my name in the theatre 
highlights, I will make an exception 
this time, to tell you a little about a 
production of Shakespeare’s “The 
Merchant of Venice”. As a Board 
Member of the Instituto Cultural 
Chiquinha Gonzaga, and a writer and 
translator, I have been actively working 
with the Instituto. We were invited to 
do an adaptation of “The Merchant 
of Venice”. This project is taking place 
for the second year running, where we 
have received the sponsorship of CRA 
– Conselho Regional de Administração 
– to adapt a Shakespeare play for their 
“Debates Culturais” project. 

Last year, we did seventeen 
presentations of a dramatized reading 
of Shakespeare’s “King Lear” for the 
CRA project. This year, we are doing 
a more elaborate project – no longer a 
dramatized reading, but rather a small 
production – where we stress the CRA’s 
subjects of interest, i.e., administration, 
inheritance, and power. And so, this 
adaptation – prepared by the President 
of the Instituto, Raimundo Alberto 
and myself - focuses mostly on these 
issues, and is geared for administrators 
and university administration students 
of management. We opened at the 
Teatro Municipal de Niterói on the 
5th of June this year, had a full house 
and an excellent reaction from the 

audience. And, continuing with the 
project, we already have bookings 
at several theatres in Rio de Janeiro 
State, including the Vivo Rio – Rio 
de Janeiro to celebrate the Day of the 
Administrator (September 9). We will 
keep you informed in future Culture 
Vulture columns.

[Editor’s note: This month’s guest 
Culture Vulture is Ewa Procter, well 
known to readers of The Umbrella, 
a frequenter of the Livraria Cultura, 
not to mention a writer and a theatre 
translator and someone who really does 
know Carioca Culture.]

CULTURE VULTURE II
“Paradise is here, hell is here, madness 
is here, passion is here.”  Thus reads the 
intro to the June 21st article by the BBC’s 
Ben Smith on how the Confederations 
Cup may offer rebirth to Rio’s slums. 
It’s part of Carioca composer Francis 
Hime’s “Sinfonia do Rio de Janeiro”. 
In fact, Francis Hime’s piece, a paean 
to Rio laced with references to Carioca 
landmarks (Pedra Bonita, Paço 
Imperial, Ilha Fiscal) is entitled “Final”. 
There, the composer makes it clear he’s 
using Dante’s Divine Comedy as his 
muse, as his piece ends: “o Inferno é 
aqui, Purgatório é aqui, Paraíso é aqui”. 

CULTURE VULTURE III
Cinema being culture, and life often 
imitating art, the Culturubu was 
reminded, on the midwinter solstice 
June 22nd, of a 1976 film called 
“Network”. It’s about a newscaster who 
suddenly realizes he’s fed up, he’s had 
enough and, on his regularly scheduled 
broadcast, tells his millions of listeners 
to get up out of their chairs, go over 
to their windows, open them up and 
shout at the top of their voices: “I’m 
mad as hell and I’m not going to take 
it anymore!” Peter Finch’s epochal rant 
rates as one of the finest performances 

ever seen on film, so it’s well worth a 
visit to: <http://tinyurl.com/56rp72>. 
In the film, people do exactly as he tells 
them. The Culturubu can’t help but 
wonder whether some demonstrators 
around Brazil were mad as hell, and 
weren’t going to take it anymore.

CULTURE VULTURE IV
Speaking as we were about life 
imitating art, the Culturubu spent 
far too much time on the midwinter 
solstice thinking back on protest songs 
and recalled one of his favorites, Bob 
Dylan’s “Ballad of a Thin Man” written 
in 1965 and appearing on the “Highway 
61 Revisited” album, perhaps Dylan’s 
best. The lyrics contain acidic and 
acerbic criticism of well educated 
people (including the media) who 
don’t understand the counterculture, 
and the central refrain in Dylan’s 
highly popular 1965 hit is “Something 
is happening here / but you don’t know 
what it is / do you, Mr. Jones?” 

When the protests broke out around 
Brazil, all the traditionally vocal 
authorities, political parties, labor 
unions, student organizations and 
“civil society” entities such as the 
OAB and CNBB seemed to suffer 
from acute laryngitis, uttering not a 
word. The Culturubu ventures to say, 
paraphrasing Mr Zimmerman, that 
they remained quiet because they knew 
something was happening, but ... they 
didn’t have a clue what it was. Get a 
feel for the original here: http://tinyurl.
com/o4eebvu.

Chiquinha Gonzaga

CCC Lloyd’s visit to Rio group
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Learn, cook, eat! This is the main idea of the three storey school right 
in the middle of Botafogo. Forget the recipe books for everyday 
cooking, unplug your online classes, turn off the television with 
Nigella and the like. At the Espaço Carioca you literally put your 
hands in the dough and then relish it!

Maybe you already know all about preparing rice and beans, fish 
and chips, stroganoff and chicken curry, but it may shake the dust 
off your cuisine if you learn to create a quinoa tabule, a special 
Tuscan recipe, a ciabatta and even a bottarga. At the Espaço 
Carioca there is one floor designed and outfitted for patisserie and 
another for cooking: six islands with coifs, stove top cooker and 
a sink, all equipped with appropriate gear, not to mention aprons 
and caps, where 24 can work in peace and harmony.

The owner of the multipurpose cooking place, Simone Barbieri, 
tells us that children love to take classes to bake cupcakes, and 
teenagers forget boredom learning to turn peanuts into “paçoca”. 
You may enroll for a specific course all by yourself, or book a date 
and form your own group. Make sure to check the school’s agenda: 
there are many different events available.

Besides classes, one can also invite friends for a party. You choose 
the music, take your own beverages to be served, and can request a 
certain professional to instruct how to prepare the food and specify 
the dishes. We know of a Carioca who did just that to celebrate 
his 60th birthday: he requested a menu of tempura (vegetable and 

shrimp), potatoes roesti style, and filets with mushrooms. For 
dessert, brownies with vanilla ice cream. He was very careful to 
cater to a brother who doesn’t eat meat, and also to friends who 
might ask if the bacon for the roesti was kosher…

He decided that the event would be a surprise, and did not tell 
his guests that at the Espaço Carioca de Gastronomia everyone 
has to cook his own food. At first, there was a frisson: they had 
been invited for a brunch (a little trick to make them arrive early) 
and some (including three children under the age of four) hadn’t 
had breakfast. Two ladies nearing ninety years of age threatened a 
rebellion, but Simone’s savoir faire, added to the chef ’s sympathy 
and enthusiasm, managed to get everyone into enjoying the party; 
the preparation and the dishes went very quickly. Well, to be 
honest, a small degree of alcohol contributed to the menu, but at 
the end of the day, all were appeased and ready to toast a happy 
birthday, C!

The Espaço Carioca has a varied menu of services; pricewise, we 
should mention the three hour course about Tuscan cuisine at R$ 
112 per person, or R$ 106 for a Detox food course, and R$ 100 for 
learning to prepare hot appetizers. It is always convenient to get in 
touch well in advance. Website www.cariocagastronomia.com.br or 
telephone (21) 3598-1216/1218.

Buon appetito!

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE: 

TEL: 21 2539-6695   EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

THEATRECARIOCA STYLE

EWA PROCTER

A DIFFERENT KIND OF FUNEspaço Carioca de Gastronomia

Back in 1982, Steve Martin starred in a different kind of film: 
“Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid” (in Portuguese, it was called 
“Cliente Morto Não Paga”).  In the film, Steve Martin is shown 
dialoguing in numerous scenes with famous actors in films where 
the latter starred, from the period which is still called “cinema 
noir”. Names that come to mind from the film are Alan Ladd, 
Ray Milland, Ava Gardner, Barbara Stanwyck, Veronica Lake and 
Humphrey Bogart, but there were many more. 

Something that caught my attention at the time was the fact that 
the 1982 cinematography retained the atmosphere of those much 
older films; in fact, all the scenes where Steve Martin appeared 
were in a rather dim black and white, to make the audience 
believe that it was all done at the same time!

Many years have gone by since “Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid”. 
Now, Renato Prieto, a Brazilian actor, is doing a similar thing 
in the theatre. I am talking about “Encontros Impossíveis”, or 
“Impossible Meetings”, a play directed by Gustavo Gelmini that 
is largely a monologue, with a small participation by Victor 
Meirelles, but using voices off by famous Brazilian actors.

The story itself is very different from “Dead Men…”, because 
Prieto does not play a detective. Rather, he’s an elderly journalist, 
a man who has plodded through most departments in the 
newspaper where he works, and who is hugely disappointed with 
his own life. He realizes that he had been unable to interview 
many people he had always wanted to meet, and to talk to them 
in the process. He knows they are all dead, and this depresses him 
even more, as the newspaper has recently assigned him to write 
obituaries! Continually consulting a little black book holding the 
names of people he would have liked to meet, and events where 
he would have enjoyed being present, he takes a long journey 
through a past that is no longer present.  

Thus, in his own apartment, he is busily contacting many of 
those he failed to interview while they were still alive—among 
others Sigmund Freud, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Carmen 
Miranda, Martin Luther King and Marilyn Monroe. Scenes of 
these personages are projected on three different screens that 
are part of the set where the action takes place. And Prieto (or 
rather Adão, his character’s name in the play written by Rodrigo 
Fonseca) has interesting dialogues with these projections. 

Are these dialogues possible? All the projections are of people 
who are already dead, but who talk to Adão and answer his 
questions. Is it all a reality or a fantasy? As John Keats (1795-
1821) said: “Nothing ever becomes real till it is experienced – 
even a proverb is no proverb to you till your life has illustrated 
it”.

I do not wish to tell you more about the play itself, in order 
not to spoil any possible surprises. There are many twists and 
turns, until the very final curtain. “Encontros Impossíveis” 
plays at the Teatro Leblon, Sala Marília Pera, on Rua Conde 
Bernadotte, 26 – Leblon. There is paid parking on the side street, 
inside the building where the theatre is located. Tickets cost R$ 
50 with a 50% (fifty percent) discount for students and senior 
citizens. Censorship is for people under ten years of age. The 
play is scheduled to run until August 4th. The hours of the show 
may sound strange to my readers, as “Encontros Impossíveis” 
is presented only on Saturdays at 6 pm and on Sundays at 5 
pm. It is the old Rio de Janeiro problem where there are fewer 
theatres than plays looking for space. However, it makes for a 
nice matinee outing!

 (*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre translator and a Board 
Member of the Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga

NAN CARIOCA

http://www.cariocagastronomia.com.br
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W
orthy Causes

It all began in Durban in May 2003. 
England were to play South Africa in 
a high-profile friendly to launch the 
South African bid to host World Cup 
2010. Just ahead of the trip, when the 
LondonEnglandFans group met up, 
we thought this was the opportunity to 
do something a bit different. So on the 
eve of the game a busload of England 
Fans headed off to a local township, 
Chatsworth, for a night out with South 
African fans, and returned the next day 
on a double-decker bus for goodwill 
visits to local schools. 

We’ve been doing something of this 
sort on just about every England trip 
since—Kazakhstan, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Montenegro, Azerbaijan, Euro 2004, 
World Cup 2006, World Cup 2010, 
Euro 2012. So, on an England match 
day you’ll find a group of our fans 
doing what we call ‘fan-friendly’. At the 
core of these initiatives is invariably 
a fans’ match—our fans versus the 
fans of whomever we’re playing in 
the international later on, complete 
with anthems, team photo, exchange 
of pennants and full England kit. 
Sounds daft, but by looking like a ‘real’ 
international we help make the point 
that football belongs to everybody, not 
just those lucky enough to have match 
tickets.

Once the June 2013 friendly 
international was announced in Rio 
there was no way we were going to miss 
out on the chance of our fans playing 
Brazil. The location our local organiser, 
Adam Reid, chose was both stunning 

and moving. Industrious midfielder in 
the England team Tim Hort described 
the views afforded by the location, 
Morro dos Prazeres, as an “exclusive 
prize”. Which helped, perhaps, to make 
up for the England fans’ 8-0 defeat in 
the game. We know Brazilians are good 
at their football, but surely not that 
good! 

Goalie Matthew Wyatt picked out the 
“welcome and friendship of the locals 
in the community” as his memory, 
quite different from the media image 
of these parts of Rio. Paul Newstead 
found himself having rings run round 
him in the middle of the park; he 
blames it on the “awe inspiring walk” 
to the pitch, a tough climb, at altitude, 
though he “wouldn’t have missed it for 
the world”.

The Morro dos Prazeres venue was 
voted one of the best yet on any of our 
worldwide travels, largely aided by “the 

most stunning backdrop to any football 
match I’ve played in” as reserve goalie 
Mel Kenny put it. But hang on… out of 
breath, a goalie admiring the scenery, 
tired legs before we started - was this 
some kind of Brazilian conspiracy? 

Not a bit of it, it was the fun in taking 
part that mattered most. Roly Orme, 
a 56 year old England debutant, 
described it as a “dream come true’”, 
and he’s got his name on an England 
team sheet to prove it. More than that, 
after the game “it was brill to see the 
faces of the young kids when we gave 
away our football kits & goodies.”

Chris Hewitt was one of the fans who 
came to watch, not to play, and he 
echoed the dissatisfaction many in 
Brazil feel with how the World Cup is 
being organised,  “A real shame none 
of the residents could accompany us 
to the Maracana that afternoon due to 
the ridiculously high prices for match 
tickets”.  

This isn’t unusual, once the language 
barriers are broken down it is the love 
of football that we find we share over 
a beer and a barbecue. We’re ordinary 
fans, but proud to be doing some good 
too. Organised by the fans, with the 
help of the FA, the British Consulate 
and the British Council, and crucially 
our local helper Adam, we hope this 
portends the shape of things to come 
when we return for the World Cup next 
year. 

Come on, as an England fan you learn 
the need for optimism! 

Mark Perryman, Convener of 
LondonEnglandFans group.“The most stunning backdrop to any football match I’ve played in”

A Decade of England Fan-Friendship In Search of Didi and the Real  Story of the “folha-seca”
In Search of Didi and the Real  Story of the 
“folha-seca”
The last time I saw Didi was in Jeddah. There, he and I had 
often chatted about many topics, sometimes related to Brazil, 
sometimes to soccer, but …somehow we never discussed 
the “folha seca.”  Usually, it’s translated literally as “dry-
leaf ” although “dead-leaf ” seems better, evoking  a lifeless, 
dropping, dead ball.  Invented by Didi, it’s a hard, straight 
shot that abruptly changes direction at the last possible 
moment – usually right after clearing a goalie’s extended 
arms – then darts to the ground, into the net.  

During a layover in Rio some twenty years later, I thought I 
would call and continue where we left off. So much to ask…
what was the “real” story behind his extraordinary “folha-
seca” ?  Did a childhood problem with his right foot push 
him as a 14-year-old to practice for hours his unusual shot?  
What about the “paradinha?” 

Could he tell me about that Hungarian legend -- among 
the greatest players of the 20th Century – Ferenc Puskás, his 
Real Madrid teammate?  Didi had played against Puskás 
in the 1954 World Cup (when the Hungarians eliminated 
Brazil on their way to the final) and again in 1962 (when the 
Brazilians eliminated Spain and Puskás before winning their 
second World Cup).

In addition to inventing the “folha seca” and the “paradinha” 
(a short stop during a penalty kick, popularized by Pelé 
during the 1970 World Cup and banned by FIFA three 
years ago), Didi’s soccer legacy is remarkable.  He scored the 
first goal in Maracanã Stadium and was the “most valuable 
player” of the 1958 World Cup when Brazil won the first of 
its five world titles.  Four years later Didi was on the team 
that won Brazil’s second World Cup.    

Beginning in 1966, Didi coached numerous teams in and 
outside Brazil, including the 1970 Peruvian national team 
that qualified for the World Cup and was eliminated by 
Brazil, then racing toward its third title.

Didi had arrived in Saudi Arabia in 1978, at the invitation of 
a member of the Royal Family -- the owner of Jeddah’s Al-
Ahli soccer club – to become the team’s first Brazilian coach. 
Since Didi, 13 other Brazilians have been Al-Ahli managers, 
including Brazil’s current national coach,  Luiz Felipe Scolari, 
alias “Big Phil”. He did not speak Arabic or English and most 
of his Saudi players spoke neither Portuguese nor English. 
However, somehow, someone mentioned to someone else 
that there was an American working in Jeddah who spoke 
Brazilian Portuguese and had played soccer at Princeton…

And that’s why and how I first met the great Didi.  

To communicate with his Saudi players Didi would tell me 
in Portuguese what he wanted to say to his players. I would 
then turn to the young man to my right and repeat Didi’s 
comments or commands in English.  He, in turn, would 
translate them into clear Saudi Arabic!

Eventually, a full-time Portuguese-Arabic translator was 
found. Didi continued to invite me to his home, to meet 
his wife and family…for dinner…. We compared the loud, 
boisterous and colorful crowds of Maracanã and Bernabeu 
with the entirely different, totally white-robed soccer crowds of 

Qatar and Jeddah. 
Didi was always 
polite and curious, 
and I always left 
with more to ask.  
He urged me to 
drop in at his home 
for a chat when in 
Brazil: “Vem pra 
casa, vamos ter um 
bate-papo.…” 

In Rio on my 
layover I learned 
that, yes, he had 
lived on Ilha do Governador. Sadly, I heard he had died a few 
months earlier. “That can’t be,” I said…“he was only seventy-
one, or two….” But it was true:  Waldyr “Didi” Pereira had 
died in a public hospital located in Vila Isabel, an easy walk 
from Maracanã, scene of many a folha seca—whose real 
story I would now never learn.

The next day I boarded an overnight flight to New York.  
Approaching Newark Airport from the north, on a bright, 
sunny and clear September morning, we flew straight over 
Manhattan.  A few hundred yards from the Twin Towers – 
seemingly almost within touching distance from my seat on 
the port side – we veered right and landed at Newark.  

I will always remember the exact date – four months after 
Didi’s death, September 10, 2001.

Peter Janos Kurz

Looking Back

Present in 73 countries with 8.000 agencies 
and 121.000 brokers.

In Brazil, more than 100 agencies in 22 states 
and in the Federal District.
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Find your Real Estate in Rio, 
in Brazil, in the World.

Praia de Botafogo 501, suite 268 A, Botafogo
Tel: 21 2546-9858  contato@c21max.com.br

www.c21max.com.br

Paula Walsh (British Consul General) and 
Guilherme Guimaraes (Sports Director, British Council) meet the teams.
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Schools

Schools
SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS
School days ended in June for the graduating cohorts of 
the American School (EARJ), Our Lady of Mercy (OLM) 
and the Rio International School (RIS), all of which use a 
modified American school year. They ended last December 
for the graduates of the British School (TBS), which follows 
the Brazilian calendar year. 

Needless to say, The Umbrella has obtained pictures of all 
the graduating classes, most of them in the traditional robes. 

It is clear that all of these schools have prepared their 
students brilliantly, for they have released data on the 
universities that their graduates will be attending.  EARJ 
graduates will be attending three universities in Brazil, 
one each in Canada, Spain and Holland, four in the 
UK and 21 in the US. Half of the TBS graduates will be 
attending Brazilian universities, the others going to the 
UK and the US. Over the past few years, almost as many 
TBS grads have been getting their university education in 
the US as in the UK! On the other hand, more 2013 RIS 
grads will be attending university in the UK than in the 

US. Three fourths of all OLM grads this year will study 
in Brazil, with the other quarter going abroad, many to 
the US. 

Brazilian universities have become increasingly popular 
amongst the recent grads, and there is quite a bit of overlap—
UFRJ, FGV and IBMEC are very popular, as are UERJ, PUC-
Rio and ESPM. This is a sign that increasingly, Brazilian 
undergraduate courses are improving in leaps and bounds, 
particularly the private schools, 

A special Umbrella tribute this year goes to OLM, where 
children graduating from kindergarten (yes!) get their 
picture taken with those who just graduated from high 
school – see attached picture for unbridled cuteness and 
happiness. 

The Umbrella says “Congratulations!” to all, and of course 
to their families and teachers and guidance counselors, who 
prepared their varied paths. We’re sure we’ll be hearing great 
things about all of them in the future.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO DE JANEIRO.

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE: 
TEL: 21 2539-6695  EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

OLM GRADUATING CLASS 2013

OLM KINDERGARTEN CLASS 2013

RIS GRADUATING CLASS 2013

EARJ GRADUATING CLASS 2013

TBS 2012 CELEBRATING GRADUATION



1716

Sports

“THE NEW (AND IMPROVED?) 
MARACANÃ”
It is difficult to question the beauty of the new Maracanã: a 
modern well lit stadium with its brilliant colors. Even the 
construction work around the stadium that still needs to be 
completed is reasonably camouflaged.

But is the new Maracanã worth it?

Like other modernisation projects in the city (Perimetral, 
Porto Maravilha), those accustomed to going to Maracanã 
were not consulted. Part of the work that was considered as 
being “essential” consisted of banishing both athletes and 
swimmers from the Maracanã Complex, with no adequate 
alternative.

Unfortunately the so-called “test events” are for the benefit 
of FIFA, not football or any other Carioca sport.

The crowd at the Brazil – England game for the Maracanã 
opener could hardly be described as typical. A third of it was 
politicians, sponsors and other guests, while a fair percentage 
of the rest were making their football match debuts.

Naturally the stadium has to be sustainable and stage 
many events - this has always been part of the Maracanã 
history - but Rio needs a stadium that caters to the city´s 
football, not a multi-purpose arena. Especially is this now 
true with the Engenhão stadium closed and São Januário 
deemed inadequate for local derby matches. Even Beatles 
fans would not accept 365 Paul McCartney shows a year. 
The authorities should be ashamed that the friendly match 
between “Ronaldo and Friends” was at Maracanã, while the 
final of the Taça Rio had to take place in Volta Redonda.

The cost to reconstruct the stadium is in the region  of R$ 
1.2 billion - this does not count all the work done and money 
spent in 1999 for the World Club championship in 2000 and 
again for the Pan American Games in 2007. Cariocas once 
again will have to pick up the tab. 

Even with all the talk about Maracanã and its special place 
in Brazilian football, it is worth remembering the 2001-2006 
period when, under the leadership of former CBF President 
Ricardo Teixeira, Brazil never set foot in the Mario Filho 
Stadium.

[Editorial Comment: Teixeira was not everybody’s favourite 
but he was spot on when he declared, back in the 90’s, that 
Maracanã should be imploded and a new one built. This 
would have worked out a lot cheaper and we’d probably have 
a much better stadium as a result.]

The “Old Maracanã” was considered one of the best in the 
world, but this transformation has made it more generic: for 
example the size of the pitch that has been sadly reduced.

With regards to the atmosphere and the acoustic quality, 
I think it best to reserve judgment. The first “clássico” 
(derby) will be a more appropriate moment to give an 
opinion.  The distribution however, of inflatable batons is 
an acknowledgement, like the Mexican Wave, that the new 
“consumers” are in need of choreographing. Without their 
instruments, their banners and the spontaneity of the old 
“Maraca”, I thought the Brazilian fans were outdone by the 
English supporters at the June 2 friendly.

Having requested supporters to arrive early, it made no 
sense not to sell beer. Ticket touts roamed free and there 
were no ID checks on the half price tickets. The signage was 
confusing and the endless queues for the Metrô after the 
game showed lack of planning.

One image of the new Maraca that did not please, was that 
while the Carioca elite, with little interest in the game, 
lounged in the executive boxes or paid up to R$ 300 a ticket, 
the seating stewards (mostly black) were obliged to keep 
their backs to the game; an economical apartheid.

The match itself was better than I had imagined. Rooney and 
Oxlade-Chamberlain were added to the list of Englishmen 
who have scored memorable goals in the stadium.

Johnny Haskell outside the ground 
in front of England fans entrance The New Maracanã logo Anna Vianna and Patty Campbell 

Rachael, Tim, Samantha, Justin and Annabel Corrie Sue and Jeremy Ribeiro Santos Tahnee Davies and Michael Fechner

As for Brazil, the team, like Maracanã, is still a work in 
progress. But what worries me more than the glaring 
limitations of Big Phil’s squad is the “bairrismo” (a parochial 
prejudice against players from other cities/regions of the 
supporters). Hundreds of fans were there in their club 
colours. It was like a throwback to the 1930s when the Brazil 
team was exclusively made up of players from Carioca clubs. 

If it stays the same in 2014 then Brazil will have no home 
advantage whatsoever.

Robert Shaw.

[Editor’s Note: This article was published in Portuguese in 
the Brazilian football daily Lance! on Sunday 9th June. Robert 
kindly allowed us to translate it and publish it here.]

Sports

Johnny Haskell, Nathan Hillman, David Brecknock, Tom Williams, Matt Walk-
er, Chris Emmott, Adrian Manger, Gavin Jacobs, Mike Cross, Toby Allen

Paula Walsh and George Middleton

Alan Smith, John Jackson, Ian Reid, Gary Nash,
Thomas Rimmer (hidden) and Peter Bodman-Morris. Some decided to wear their Carioca team jersey
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“Now is the winter of our discontent…” 
Richard III, Wm Shakespeare (ca. 1592)

[Editor’s note: If you live in Brazil, you have been exposed 
to the wave of discontent sweeping across Brazil, starting just 
before the winter solstice on June 21st. The Umbrella has located 
two Cariocas who have been internationally published on the 
subject of the protests, both articles appearing shortly after the 
first uprisings. As you will see, both of them are percipient and 
prescient about what is happening now and what is going to 
happen.] 

“We need to talk about Rio” by Rita Lobo*

“Last week the governments of Rio and São Paulo, Brazil’s 
two biggest cities, raised the cost of the bus fare by R$0,20 
(£0.06). It might sound like a negligible amount of money, 
but it was enough to trigger the biggest public uprisings the 
country has seen in over two decades. 

Of course the fare rise is merely the straw the broke the 
camel’s back. The drop that made the cup run over. Insert 
favoured cliché here.

Brazilians have been portrayed internationally as laid-
back and fun-loving, perpetually inebriated by a cocktail 
of sunshine, cold beer and football. And while we might 
be happy to go along with the stereotype for the most part, 
there comes a time when we need to challenge the shackles 
holding us back. 

Brazil might be the world’s sixth biggest economy but it 
is also a chronically corrupt and bureaucratic giant state. 
Decisions made at the top, rarely impact favourably those 
at the bottom. The country is plagued by endemic social 
inequality. 

Billions of dollars have been spent on preparing for next 
year’s World Cup, R$ 27 billion  according to the federal 
government. Projects are already vastly over budget and we 
are a year away. Meanwhile Brazil continues to invest below 
the OECD average in education. Public health expenditure 
is even lower. 

Rio de Janeiro might be portrayed abroad as this hedonistic 
paradise of sunshine and beauty, but it is a city divided. It 
already consistently ranks amongst the most expensive cities 
in the world, while minimum wage remains low- R$678 
(£200). São Paulo, the country’s financial centre is even 

worse. It is home to the highest concentration of private jets 
in the world, but the lower and middle classes have no access 
to decent schools and hospitals. The R$0.20 increase is 
significant because once again the financial burden is being 
shoved into the pockets of the poor. Rich people in Brazil 
have cars, big expensive imported cars. 

The protests coincided with the opening ceremony of the 
Confederations Cup, the first of a series of pre-World Cup 
events the country will host before the big shebang next July. 
Protesters surrounded the Mané Garrincha stadium in the 
capital, Brasilia, before the opening game and demanded 
a fair return for their years of investment in the big showy 
stadiums. While ticket-holders booed the president Dilma 
Roussef inside, the police shot at protestors outside with 
rubber bullets and tear gas.” 

*Rita Lobo (graduate of The British School in 2005) went to 
Sheffield University, and then to Westminster University for 
a second degree in journalism; she now works free-lance. The 
article is excerpted from <http://tinyurl.com/kb95naz>.

“It’s Just the Beginning; Change Will Come” by Theresa 
Williamson*

“Despite improvements in economic growth and reduced 
inequality of recent years, Brazil suffers from horribly 
inefficient public services, thanks to corruption and the 
lack of political will to prioritize their proper delivery. 
Transportation, education and health care are woefully 
inadequate. For example, though Brazil spends 5.7% of 
GDP on education, two-thirds of Brazilian 15-year-olds are 
incapable of more than basic arithmetic. Brazil spends about 
9% of GDP on health, yet ranks lower than comparable 
economies in Latin America on numerous health related 
indicators. All this while we spend US$20 billion on the 
World Cup, more than the past three combined!

The largest protest so far was in Rio de Janeiro on Monday 
June 17, where grave misspending in preparation for the 2014 

Letters
Litterbug, litterbug.....
I always remember seeing that sign – “Don’t be a Litterbug” 
– in the USA many years ago. Now I presume we shall be 
seeing an equivalent here. Or shall we? I have always thought 
the Brazilian authorities very low beat in their instructions 
to the general public. One scheme that did work, because of 
an enormous publicity campaign, was the seat-belt (“cinto de 
segurança”) project, and it seemed as if the whole population 
absorbed the new law, and overnight Brazilians started using 
seat belts. I’m not sure this will happen with litter. 

It so much depends on where you are. I consider Rio de 
Janeiro a relatively clean city, but I live in Zona Sul, where 
street cleaning is good, and the population is educated to 
the point of picking up their dog poop – something that 
did not happen a few years ago. Street litter has diminished 
considerably, mainly thanks to the orange litter bins attached 
to lamp posts. An Australian family who visited us last year, 
and stayed a few weeks, were very impressed with Rio, 
especially with regard to insects, which apparently swarm 
everywhere in Australia. 

Also beware of statistics. You say in your interesting article 
that Rio is one of the ten dirtiest tourist destinations in the 
world, though you don’t quote the source. I found a site on 
the internet that claims that Rio is not among the world’s 25 
dirtiest cities – and the source was Forbes. Depends how you 

define “dirty”. There are lots of statistics about pollution, and 
Rio does not fare well, though the pollution applies mainly 
to rivers and the sea, and not to the air. 

Good luck to Dudu the mayor, who has been having trouble 
recently keeping his streets in one piece, let alone clean. Will 
he apply this instant fining in all Rio’s “bairros”? I can name 
a few that don’t even have paved roads, and keeping the non-
existent sidewalks clean is already a nightmare. To expect 
Cariocas to act like Singaporeans overnight is asking maybe 
too much. In the present atmosphere, it’s more likely that 
the “fiscal” – police or Comlurb employee -- will be found 
deposited head first in the nearest dumpster!

Please check out my blog – <www.cariocaforever.wordpress.
com>, which is all about Rio. There are articles on “Rio’s 
Streets”, “Rio’s Waterworks”, “Rio’s Bridges” etc., I’m about to 
post an article on “Rio’s Hospitals”, and I can see that I shall 
now have to post one on “Rio’s Litterbugs”. I just hope Dudu 
includes spitting in his list of offences, as this is a habit that 
has always caused me the most revulsion when walking the 
sidewalks. 

Chris Hieatt

[Editor’s Note: Nan has advised that her source was an 
article in O Globo a while back citing a study of 40 tourist 
destinations, where Rio was mentioned as the 9th dirtiest.]

World Cup and 2016 Olympics is rife. At least US$27 billion 
will be spent on the Olympics, all in Rio. The authorities’ city 
“plan” is to institute policies under the guise of “integration” 
and “poverty reduction” but in reality,  they are fueling 
the expulsion of the city’s low-income groups, especially 
residents of the city’s favela communities to the urban 
periphery. Many of these favelas are thriving neighborhoods 
that have provided centrally located affordable housing to 
people for decades.

Fortunately we’ve reached the last straw, thanks to social 
media. Because these protests are decentralized, and 
unaffiliated with political parties, and because Brazil is, 
despite its growing pains, a democracy, the protests will 
intensify and persist.

We’re already seeing a change in rhetoric from politicians 
(after consulting with marketers) and the mainstream 
Brazilian news media. Even traditionally conservative news 
media have been forced to cover the protests, thus giving a 
large segment of the population access to knowledge of the 
real motivations and the peaceful nature of protesters.

On June 19, in response to the protests, Rio and São Paulo 
and other cities announced bus fares are coming down. 
Protests are not likely to diminish, however. People have now 
tasted direct democracy and there will be no going back.”

*Theresa Williamson, a city planner, is the executive director 
of Catalytic Communities, a Rio based organization that 
provides media and networking support to favela communities 
and publishes RioOnWatch. This article was excerpted from: 
<http://tinyurl.com/oyyyhum>

http://tinyurl.com/kb95naz


Classified ads
SERVICES

ANALyTICAL OR ShORT-TERM PSyChOThERAPy - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.  
ExpERIENCE wItH ExpAtRIAtED AND CROSS-CultuRAl ISSuES. lIVED 
mANy yEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINgApORE, uK AND uSA. BRAzIlIAN-
BRItISH ClINICAl pSyCHOlOgISt (lICENSE:CRp-05.33022). mAStER OF 
arts, aberdeen University, UK.  master of LinGUistiCs • biLinGUaL-
ISm, puC-RIO.  AppOINtmENt By pHONE (21) 9966.9494 
OR E-mAIl:  VIVIANERICHARDSON@gmAIl.COm

ExPAT PSyChOLOGy RJ  – DR. NIAmH wHIRISKEy (mSC, pHD), ClINICAl 
pSyCHOlOgISt pROVIDINg pHyCHOlOgICAl SERVICES tO tHE ENglISH 
SpEAKINg COmmuNIty OF RIO. REgIStERED IN IRElAND & BRAzIl (CRp 
43088) AppOINtmENt By pHONE: 21 2832700 OR E-mAIl – INFO@ExpAt-
pSyCHOlOgyRj.COm

TUTOR – pROCuRO pOR um(A) tutOR(A) FAmIlIARIzADO COm O SIStEmA 
ESCOlAR BRItâNICO, pARA DAR AulAS DE INglêS E mAtEmátICA pARA 
DuAS CRIANçAS INglESAS (10 E 7 ANOS) pOR DuAS HORAS DE SEguNDA 
A SExtA DuRANtE OS mESES DE julHO E AgOStO. HElENA 9769 5226 Ou 
3172 9941.

Calendar

JULY

03-07 FLIP in Paraty 
10 WDA Jumble Sale, Christ Church Botafogo, 10 am 
17 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana 
23–29 Catholic World Youth Day in Rio

AUGUST

03 InC Gourmet Cooking Class and Candlelight Dinner 
17 AmSoc Mexican Night 
18 InC Sunset Happy Hour with Rodrigo Pimentel 
19 SCM Concert, Mendelssohn, Christ Church 8 pm 
24-25 InC Gourmet weekend in Itaipava 
29 InC Portuguese Speaking Cafezinho 
31 InC Favela Tour with Rodrigo Pimentel

OCTOBER

05 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo) 
05 Taste of Rio  
19 SAS Caledonian Ball

NOVEMBER

01 AmSoc Halloween Party 
08 RBL Gala Poppy Ball 
10 RBL Remembrance Service (CC) 
15 Proclamation of Republic, national holiday

DECEMBER

01 AmSoc Thanksgiving Lunch 
05 TBS Carol Service (CC & Jubilee Hall) 
07 WDA bazaar (Jubilee Hall) 
09 SCM concert (CC) 

14 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall) 
15 Carols by Candlelight CC 
16 SCM Sing-along Messiah (CC) 
25 Christmas – Family Communion CC

Every Tuesday morning: 
WDA make marmalade, chutney

Every Tuesday morning: 
InC morning cafézinhos

Every Tuesday evening: 
SAS Scottish Dancing @ Paissandu (April-October)

Every Second and Third Thursday: 
InC evening events

Every Third Wednesday 
Canadian Happy Hour @ Amir

*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):  
AmSoc = American Society  
BCS = British and Commonwealth  
CC = Christ Church 
EARJ = American School 
InC = International Club of Rio 
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School 
RBL = Royal British Legion 
RIS = Rio International School 
SAS = St. Andrews Society 
SCM = Society of Choral Music 
TBS = The British School 
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

DEADLINE 
for our August 2013 issue 

is Monday, 22nd July


