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This song, often sung at university 
graduation celebrations, translates as “let 
us rejoice while we’re still young”. The 
Umbrella is, of course, still young, having 
just attained age 21. One of the things 
we do to maintain our juvenescence is 
to reinvent ourselves every so often, and 
2015 is no exception. 

As you’ll have noted, we have new 
columnists, new features, and we 
continue to increase our colour content, 
eschewing any shades of grey, black or 
white. We’ve been getting a lot more 
feedback and even contributions from 
readers. In our Letters section, you 
will marvel that The Umbrella has even 
reached the usually unreachable Stop 
Garage in deepest Cumbria, where it 
turns out to be required reading.

We are also hoping to increase focus on 
our community’s fund- and fun-raising 
activities, which are important to all of 
us and to those who receive assistance. 
One notable example is the new football 
pitch for street children, just inaugurated 
in one of Rio’s most notorious favela 
communities by Street Child United 
and co-sponsor GM Chevrolet. Another 
was the wonderful QBP luncheon cum 
entertainment, benefitting Art & Social 

Transformation, likewise dedicated to 
children from less privileged areas. If any 
readers know of other worthy institutions 
whose activities ought to be published, 
please let us know.  

This issue is mostly about sport—snooker, 
button football, youth football, cricket, 
trail hiking and (of course) the upcoming 
Olympics and Paralympics. This fits 
right in with our (re)juvenescence, as 

participating in sport is one of the best 
ways to remain young.

Sadly, however, the unspoken predicate 
of “while we are young” is that we all 
grow older; sooner or later we all die. 
This issue carries remembrances of two 
extraordinary Cariocas, both of whom 
remained young in spirit all their lives. 

Nevertheless, we say Gaudeamus! 
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BRITISH AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)
BCS Queen’s Birthday Party

We organised a different celebration 
of the Queen’s Birthday this year and 
the traditional British fare proved to 
be a great success: a little bit of ‘ye olde 
England’ here in Rio. Cottage pies served 
with a selection of seasonal vegetables, 
and, of course, lashings of gravy were 
prepared under the expert eye of young 
chef Daniel Chew and his team. No 
proper lunch would be complete without 
a portion of a great pudding: apple 
crumble it was, prepared by volunteer 
Noreen Smith, an admirable contribution 
when you consider the number of apples 
required to be peeled for 80 servings. 

A highlight of the event was the 
musical show presented by talented 
pianist Gijs Andriessen accompanied 
by vocalist Kevin Wick. Music from 
the different decades of the life of HM 

The Queen was introduced by Master 
of Ceremonies Ric Staniforth. The 
programme included music from the 
1920s to the present day, opening with 
“I’m He-ne-ry the Eighth I Am” and 
“Granny’s Old Armchair” which we all 
enjoyed singing along to. The Head of 
TBS Music Andy Casterton enthralled 
us all with his trumpet playing.

Of course, we all raised our glasses in the 
loyal toast to the Queen, proposed by 
British Consul-General, Jonathan Dunn. 
We were delighted to welcome Canadian 
Consul-General and Dean of Rio’s 
Consular Corps Sanjeev Chowdhury to 
the party. In addition to our own cake, 
we were lucky have another one donated 
by Hibou Patisserie, so everyone enjoyed 
a taste of both. 

The raffle had an amazing selection 
of prizes and we thank all of those 
organisations who supported our 
charity for this event, Arts and Social 
Transformation. This charity supports 
young teens from the favelas and is 
providing a music and dance workshop 
for them at the British School shortly. 

We were pleased that several of these 
young people volunteered their help at 
this event.

To the donors of the spectacular 
raffle prizes, our thanks. To the lucky 
winners, our congratulations!

Granado gift bags were won by Tatiana 
Menacho, Sally Collins, Suzan Carter 
and Dorit. A bottle of whisky and a 
photobook of Brazil/Rio (presented 
by the British Consul-General) went 
to Stephen Rimmer and Michael 
Royster, respectively. A bottle of gin 
was won by Marion Zelenoy, who will 
also be tucking into a large gift basket 
of Kopenhagen chocolates. Suzan 
Carter scooped up an Eat Rio guided 
food tour for two, donated by Tom 
Le Mesurier. Martin Hester will enjoy 
brunch at the Copacabana Palace. A 
voucher for “One Voice Weekly Social 
Singing Group” went to Luz Marina 
Taylor. A basket of marmalades and 
pickles made by the WDA went home 
with Norma Hester. Maria Brasier 
and Nara Carruthers each jackpotted 
winning a piece of Francesca Romana 
Diana jewelry. A large bowl by ceramic 
artist Angela Cantarino went to Loan 
Towersey. Jonathan Dunn and Gabriela 
Medeiros each won dinner for two at 
Yalla Bistro. A book about the Queen 
(presented by Canadian Consulate) 
was won by Moira McLauchlan, and 
finally, a Valentine Bijoux ring went 
home with Lynnette Furse. 

Thank you to one and all, and God 
Save the Queen!

By Vicky Staniforth

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale: At the time of writing 
this article for the July edition of The 
Umbrella, we are but a few weeks away 
from our Jumble Sale on Wednesday 
8th July. It will take place as usual in 
the Jubilee Hall, Christ Church, Rua 
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Ready? Steady? Slice! Jonathan Dunn and Vicky Staniforth do the honours

Vivianne and David Richardson with Nara and Philip Carruthers
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Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo and the 
doors will be open from 10 a.m. until 
noon. We are very grateful to those 
of you who have kindly responded to 
our appeals for donations. As a result, 
our cupboards are tightly packed with 
donations. .

Just for the record, we receive 
contributions for the Jumble Sale all 
year round. Deliveries can be made any 
day during the week to Karen, Christ 
Church secretary, telephone 2226-
7332 or to the BCS secretary, Gaynor, 
telephone 2537-6695, between 8.30 am 
and 4.30 pm. Please remember that 
between 2 pm and 3.30 pm when the 
school finishes, cars are not allowed 
into the grounds. 

Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys 
can be bought any day during 
the week within office hours and 
especially on Tuesday mornings 
when the WDA ladies are present. 
We have a supply of lemon curd 
available – it is kept in the refrigerator 
and is not on view in the kitchen. 
A substantial amount of the funds 
donated to the different charities 
at the end of each year comes from 
the sale of these products. Please let 
your friends and neighbours know 
they are available.

Many thanks to those of you who have 
kindly sent us a supply of Laranjas da 
Terra which we need to produce our 
Bitter Marmalade. We could still use 
more – any amount, however small, 
will be most welcome. In the photo, 
the WDA ladies happily at work in 
the kitchen. Starting from the front 
is Nininha, Dúcilia Nunes, Anne 
Robinson, Mara Cabral and Marise 
Mueller. 

Empty Jars: Many of our readers 
automatically return their empty 
marmalade, pickles and chutney jars 
for re-use, which is much appreciated. 
If you have any of these empty jars 
lying around the kitchen, please send 
them to us together with the metal 
tops. Many thanks.

As the Jumble Sale will soon be behind 
us, the WDA team has already started 
to focus on the Christmas Bazaar – in 
particular, on the Christmas crackers. 
A lot of work goes into making the 
actual crackers. Besides mounting 
them we have to search around looking 
for small items that will fit inside the 
crackers and that will also please the 
children, the girls and the boys! 

In next month´s edition we hope to be 
able to confirm that the Jumble Sale 
was a great success!

By Olive Arantes

CHRIST CHURCH (CC) 
New Chaplain: We are pleased to 
announce that the Search Committee 
has now made a recommendation for 
a new Chaplain, and the Parochial 
Church Council is engaged in those 
steps which are required under our 
Statutes, including approval by the 
Advisory Board and the Bishop of 
the IEAB Diocese of Rio de Janeiro. 
We expect to make an official 
announcement soon.

Interim Services: In parallel, because 
the new Chaplain will only take office in 
2016, the PCC are working on ensuring 
that services in English will continue 
every Sunday as in the past. Contact 
details for services of any kind are: 

Rev. Roy Smith 2447-3297, Rev. Mark 
Simpson 97981- 7312, Revdo Eduardo 
Grillo 2286-9990 or Karen at the 
Church Office on weekdays 2226-7332. 

The Queen’s 2015 Birthday 
Honours

We are pleased to announce that Street 
Child United Co-Founder and CEO, 
John Wroe, has been honoured by Her 
Majesty the Queen with the British 
Empire Medal, which recognises 
innovative and high impact work over 
a short duration (3-4 years). 

As many of you know, although based 
in the UK, John Wroe comes often to 
Rio, and when he is in town Sundays, 
he attends Christ Church. In 2014, 
John was here regularly, overseeing the 
implementation of the second Street 
Child World Cup that was held in Rio 
in April, with over 230 former street 
children from 19 countries. 

We are expecting to see more of John 
over the coming year, as Street Child 
United has announced that in March 
2016 it will host the very first Street 
Child Games ahead of the Olympics 
and Paralympics. The Games will again 
unite children from twenty countries 
standing for the rights of street children 
across the world. 

We at Christ Church fully support 
John’s words upon accepting his well-
deserved Medal: “This award spurs us all 
on to ensure that street children receive 
the protection, support and opportunities 
that all children are entitled to.” We look 
forward to seeing him often. 

Parochial Church Council and 
Advisory Board: The Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) is the 
body which is responsible for the 
administration of Christ Church as a 
legal entity. It consists of the Chaplain 
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and Associate Chaplains, a People’s 
Warden and a Chaplain’s Warden, an 
elected Treasurer, six (6) full members 
and two (2) substitute members. The 
Advisory Board has five (5) members: 
a representative of the Christ Church 
congregation; a representative of the 
All Saints Niteroi congregation; Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General in Rio de 
Janeiro; the Chairman of the Board of 
The British School and the Chair of the 
British and Commonwealth Society. 

By a (former) Chaplain’s Warden

THE BRITISH SCHOOL 
(TBS)
Model United Nations 2015

“Schools are sometimes accused of 
focusing too closely on examinations 
and grades, ahead of learning about the 
world around them. Therefore, it gave 
me enormous pleasure to observe the 
13th British School, Rio de Janeiro, 
Model United Nations conference 
from June 12th to 15th 2015. 

Each debate was ably controlled by 
a team of student Chairs, and to see 
students running the whole conference 
with such poise and skill was truly 
impressive. Chairing debates is not an 
easy job! In a situation where students 
are being encouraged to speak out 
in role, to challenge one another, and 
to push the boundaries of debate, 
controlling a room full of perhaps up 
to 50 people is a task with which most 
adults would struggle. That our students 
were able to keep charge of proceedings 
so tightly is a major credit to the way in 
which they have prepared themselves 
for this spectacular weekend.

And then there were the topics ... not 
the sort of thing that teenagers perhaps 
generally like to talk about during their 
weekends! The terrible deeds of ISIS in 
Syria and Iraq, the divisions of Israel 
and Palestine, gender equality and 
the terrible situation of child soldiers 
... these were just a few of the difficult 
topics that our student delegates had 
to wrestle with. Wonderfully, all of 
our delegates, from the oldest to the 
youngest, showed impressive maturity 
in tackling these sensitive and difficult 
topics. This included students as young 
as Class 5 from Botafogo, who took part 
in a specially convened Junior Human 
Rights Committee and Workshop, 

where they not only debated these 
issues but also learnt the rules of 
procedure under the consummate 
leadership of three of our finest student 
Chairs.

So what have our students learnt this 
weekend? We are sure that all of them 
will have learnt that there is more 
in them than they think – that with 
courage, they can rise up to overcome 
their fears and nerves, and take on 
challenges that they might have 
expected to be beyond them. 

Additionally, we hope that our students 
have learnt that sadly the world has 
problems – that the topics they have 
been debating are all too real and 
exist beyond films and video games. 
We hope that our students have learnt 
that in order to agree solutions, it is 
necessary not only to convince people 
who think in the same way as you, but 
also convince people whose perspective 
on the world may be radically different 
from yours – that compromise and 
diplomacy will always be required if 
solutions are to stick.

And finally, we are certain that our 
students have learnt that they are all 
capable of being strong leaders. Of 
course the student Chairs have learnt 
this – but so, also, have the regular 
delegates, who have learnt that they 
have the power to take the lead in 
creating imaginative solutions to even 
the most complex problems. If just one 
student from XIII BSRJ MUN 2015 
reaches adulthood with this attitude 
intact, this weekend will have been 
time well spent.”

..................By Head of TBS Urca Site 
Mr Tom Vignoles

“The annual British School MUN took 
place on 13, 14 and 15 June 2015 and 
once again was an outstanding success. 
With around 320 participants from all 
three TBS sites and a small delegation 
from EARJ, the level of debate, passion 
and commitment was exceptionally 
high. I would like to congratulate 
all students who took part for the 
excellent behaviour and attitude as well 
as the staff that gave up their weekend 
to support the conference. Special 
thanks to the student leadership team 
for their professionalism and expertise 
in running the committees but 
particularly Chief Information Officer 
Betina Basto and Secretary-General 
Mariana Silva for their months of hard 
work and dedication in making sure 
the conference maintained the high 
standards of previous years.

Once again, our thanks and 
congratulations to everyone involved 
in this truly impressive whole school 
event!”

.................By MUN Conference Director 
Mr David Williams
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John Wroe, B.E.M.

Marmalade in the making

TBS Model United Nations meet

Model United Nations in discussion



6 7

TANYA HARRIS

The Olympic Village
OLYMPIC GLIMPSES

As many of you who work in or travel to 
Barra regularly will have seen, the Olympic 
village is the most advanced construction 
site in the area. Located on the old Rock 
in Rio site and opposite Riocentro, the 
completed Village will have a total of 3,604 
apartments in 31 residential buildings, 
divided into 7 condominiums. 

During the Games more than 18,000 
athletes and staff members will stay in 
the village and, as well as the apartments, 
the Village will contain training venues, a 
medical centre, transport mall, religious 
centre, dining hall, gym, recreational areas 
and a variety of shops, all set in 475,000 
square metres of land and connected by 
‘Rua Carioca.’ It will have everything you’d 
expect in a small town, and more, ensuring 
that the athletes and staff staying there need 
travel only for their competitions. 

After the Games, the Olympic village 
apartments will be transformed into a 
residential condominium. If you go to Barra 
today you can already visit the showrooms 
with blueprints and projections, and buy 
one “na planta” as we say here.  

So, what are you likely to see in the Olympic 
village? 

— the full spectrum of athletes from over 
200 countries, representing every one of the 
28 sports. 

— flags and banners hanging off the 
buildings marking a country’s spot. 

— people in tracksuits in every colour 
combination imaginable. 

— delegation staff, village workers and 
volunteers running around making sure 
everything runs smoothly. 

Living in the Olympic village is an exciting 
and intense experience!

The reality is, it is big, there are lots of people 
and it is busy. Each and every nation does 
their best to make their area of the village 
like a little piece of home, adding some 
recognisable comforts—perhaps some 
photos or favourite snacks. The focus is on 
the athletes and ensuring they are thinking 
about nothing else but competing.

The apartments themselves generally have 
2 or 3 bedrooms, with a lounge area and 
bathroom. They are comfortable, not flashy, 
with most athletes sleeping 2 to a room. 
Everyone receives the same bed, table, lamp, 

wardrobe etc. ensuring that at least from an 
accommodation perspective everyone starts 
from a level playing field. The apartment 
kitchens are usually covered over as the 
athletes don’t cook for themselves.

The dining hall is the central hub 
of activity. It has every type of food 
imaginable and I can only describe it as 
a pimped-up Brazilian kilo restaurant. 
Salads, meats, pizza, pasta, halal, Indian, 
Chinese, sushi … the list goes on and, 
of course, includes a McDonalds! The 
perennial challenge is not to eat too much 
and stick to what you know. The dining 
hall can seat up to 5,000 people and can 
be a daunting experience. As Team GB in 
London we highlighted an area where we 
would sit so our team always knew where 
to find a fellow team member to talk to; 
equally, it’s a great place to just sit next 
to someone you don’t know and start a 
conversation. It is open 24 hours a day 
and is the heart of the Olympic village. 

One of my lasting memories from 
the London Games was seeing a Judo 
player from Guam walking out of the 
dining hall alongside the Chinese 
women’s gymnastics team; the women’s 
team combined were not as big as the 
man-mountain guarding them. There 
is no standard Olympic or Paralympic 
athlete.

The village is also the scene of emotional 
extremes. Athletes leave the village for 
their competition venues in pursuit of a 
Gold medal and come back with it their 
hands in utter euphoria… or with their 
dreams shattered, totally devastated. 

So whoever purchases one of the 
apartments in Barra to live in after the 
Games will be sure to be buying a little 
piece of history. That apartment will, 
I am sure, have told a story, a high or 
a low, and will always be part of the 
greatest show on earth. 

EWA PROCTER

EUGÊNIA

If you enjoy seeing a different kind of play, 
one with a historic background, you will 
not want to miss “Eugênia”! 

Based on extensive research carried out 
by the play’s author Miriam Halfim, it 
recounts, with much humor and irony, the 
story of Eugênia José de Menezes, daughter 
of a Minas Gerais governor who became 
involved with Don João VI at the time when 
he was still Brazilian Prince Regent.  Eugênia 
got pregnant and was expelled from the 
Court, before being exiled into a convent. 

In this monologue by Gisela de Castro 
(photo, right, by Thiago Sacramento), 
Eugênia emerges from the dead, in order 
to tell her own version of facts from the 
past; at the same time, she brings irony to 
the current Brazilian political situation. 
In her story, Eugênia reveals the intrigues 
of the nobles, the farce of the people who 
were in power at the time, as well as the 
tricks used to hush up a Royal scandal. The 
main reason was that the result of the affair 
between the young woman and the future 
Don João VI was an illegitimate daughter 
who was sent to live for many years in the 
cloister of a distant convent! 

Miriam Halfim, researcher and playwright 
of “Eugênia”, has written fifty plays, twenty 
of which had as their basis a variety of Jewish 
themes. Five of her plays were staged, and 
twenty had dramatized readings. She also 
won eighteen awards in drama contests. 

This play is also interesting for its unusual 
theme: for one thing, no one could ever 
imagine Don João VI as a great lover; he 
was mostly known for his lack of hygiene 
as well as for his voracious appetite—he 
could eat an entire roast chicken in a single 
meal! So many years later, depending on 

different opinions, his character makes 
him out to have been either a lazy coward, 
or a generous monarch and friend of 
the Brazilian people, to whom he left an 
important legacy.

It is curious to notice that the real story of 
“Eugênia” seems to be a feuilleton that, in the 
play, becomes a saga full of seduction, spirit of 
adventure, and where the discussion moves 
between the tragic and the comic. The idea is 
to reveal to the audience the unknown story 
of this woman, where the plot tells us much 
about Brazilian history, seen through the key 
hole!  I quote William Blake (1757-1827) 
when he said “Truth can never be told so as 
to be understood, and not be believ’d.”

I wish to make special mention about the 
visual aspect of this play. The interesting 
set (designed by José Dias), the excellent 
lighting by Aurélio de Simoni, as well as 
Samuel Abrantes’ costumes, together with 
the beautiful ornaments he created and 
that are part of the different outfits worn by 
Gisela de Castro, are all used to their full 
capacity. The play (which lasts for fifty-five 
minutes) is full of colour and movement. 
Even if you think you may not be able to 
understand all that is happening on stage, it 
is worthwhile to see it just for the excellent 
staging by Sidnei Cruz. 

This is the second run of “Eugênia”. It started 
at the Teatro Maria Clara Machado (Teatro 
do Planetário), before moving to the Teatro 
Eva Hertz.  Now it has presentations only 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, at 7:30 pm 
during the entire month of July. The Teatro 
Eva Hertz is located inside the Livraria 
da Cultura, on Rua Senador Dantas, 45, 
downtown, where I also watched “O Nó do 
Coração” (see my June 2013 article in The 
Umbrella). 

The Livraria da Cultura is a wonderful 
bookstore, a place where one can relax; 
you can browse through a large number 
of books, both Brazilian and foreign, look 
through the DVD and Blue Ray shelves; and 
sit leisurely in comfortable armchairs while 
leafing through interesting magazines. One 
can also have a light meal at the café inside 
the place. So, before you go and watch the 
play, take advantage of its venue and make 
an afternoon of your outing. 

Back to “Eugênia” and the Teatro Eva 
Hertz. The price of tickets for the play is R$ 
30 (thirty reais), with a 50% (fifty percent) 
discount for students and senior citizens. 
The play is not recommended for people 
under the age of twelve. There is no parking, 
but the Metrô (Estação Cinelândia) is two 
blocks away. As the performances are on 
weekdays but finish early, you will still have 
plenty of time to get home early. 

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre 
translator, and Vice-President of the 

Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

THEATRE

Rio’s Olympic Village plan

Rio’s Olympic Village today, under construction



98

By Alexander Corrie

Cooler days make July to September 
the perfect months to hike up some of 
Rio’s peaks.  Seen from Ipanema and 
Leblon beaches, the twin-peaked Dois 
Irmãos, with their vertical rock walls, 
look impossible to climb. The trick is to 
take a back route, starting in Vidigal. A 
pacified favela, it’s generally safe, but it’s 
probably wise to go in a group and head 
up on a weekend, when other walkers 
are around. Searching on the internet, 
you can also find tour companies 
with guides and regular outings. The 
walk itself is a moderate and steady 
hill climb, with no particularly steep 
parts. It takes most people just over 
one hour to get to the top. After rain, I 
expect a couple of sections could get a 
bit slippery, so don’t be a fool and go in 
flip-flops as some people do.

At the entrance to Vidigal, on Avenida 
Niemeyer, you’ll find mototaxis or vans 
taking passengers up to the top for 
a few reais. You could also drive up, 
but parking can be tricky. As the road 
climbs in a series of curves, the drive 
is a thrill, especially if you’re on the 
back of a mototaxi for the first time! It’s 
interesting seeing how the community 
is built and taking in the colourful 
street scenes. In addition, from the top 
and viewpoints like Mirante do Arvrão, 
there are panoramic views over the 
entire favela down to the coast. 

The walk starts at the highest point of 
Vidigal, behind the last few houses. The 
first part is through a few alleyways and 
steps. Just ask around for directions. 
Check before leaving home or on your 
mobile phone, as Google Maps shows 
the trail. 

Past the houses, the trail enters 
scrubby forest with views of the sea 
and Cagarras Islands through the gaps. 

About half way up, the vegetation 
opens out and there are rock platforms 
with sharp drops (and stunning views) 
to the Rocinha favela below. In the 
other direction is São Conrado, backed 
by the Pedra da Gávea. 

At the top, walkers congregate on 
a huge granite slab overlooking the 
neighbourhoods of the Zona Sul. The 
view is stunning, taking in Rio’s most 

famous sites and everything between 
Leblon beach and Corcovado, with the 
Lagoa in the center. In the distance is 
Guanabara Bay and the hills of Niterói. 

If you’re looking for some exercise 
in a natural setting and a picnic spot 
with a view of the cidade maravilhosa, 
this must be one of the best options.  
Something to add to your winter “To 
Do” list. 

Walking up Two Brothers

Great Outdoors

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Contact  Alcoholics Anonymous 
aario.org - Richard (21) 99867 8377

Sports
The Carioca Cricket Club (CCC) 
faces their first key match of the 
2015 season as they prepare for the 
National State Championships on July 
4th and 5th in Brasília, against São 
Paulo, Minas Gerais, Amazonas and 
Distrito Federal. 

President of the CCC, Craig Allison 
described the travelling team, 
“We are sending a strong squad of 
seventeen players from Rio, including 
some new blood and two Brazilian 
players. Vice-Captain Freddie Blunt 
will be captaining and everyone in 
the squad will get to play.” In terms 
of the competition, he adds, “Our 
first match against eternal rivals São 
Paulo is the crunch match, but Minas 
Gerais are dark horses. Amazonas are 
newcomers to the competition; DF 
have home advantage.”

There are two pitches in Brasília where 
matches will be played and each 
team has been scheduled to compete 
twice at each venue. The is no final 
scheduled due to time constraints, 
so the team with most points will be 
named Round 1 champs. The Finals 
are to be held in Rio de Janeiro on 
October 31st and November 1st later 
this year.

The CCC held a warm-up match and 
selection match for the Nationals 
on June 13th at the Fazenda São 
Fernando Polo & Cricket in Itaguai.  
The club was honoured by the visit 
of the charming Prefeito Municipal 
of Seropédica, A.F. Martinazzo. 
In this idyllic corner of his 
municipality, the hotbed of cricket 

in Rio, the spiritual home of cricket 
in Brasil and the host venue of the 
National State Championships for 
the last three years - the Mayor was 
impressed.

He immediately wanted to explore 
ways of getting school children from 
the local area involved in cricket. 
He offered to give the CCC the 

support we need to bring children to 
our events, to get them playing, to 
show them the joys of cricket. The 
CCC now has the full support of 
the Prefeitura – buses, ambulances, 
logistics etc. – and follow-up 
meetings are being arranged.

In further “preparation” for the 
Nationals, the CCC held a quiz night 
at the Lord Jim pub in Ipanema, which 
was also the location for the annual 
membership drive held in January 
2015. It was a hard-fought contest 
but “Fredje Trueman” led by Johnny 
Pringle and Andy Casterton narrowly 
edged out “Filhos dos Outros” 
captained by Oliver Ballhatchet. Craig 
Allison explained, “The Quiz Night 
was another CCC social event aimed 
at bringing everyone together in a 
relaxed environment, testing their 
general knowledge in a competitive 
format, with beer, caipiroskas and 
nachos supplied by our gracious hosts 
at Lord Jim. Excitement is already 
building for the next one and all are 
welcome!”

Carioca Cricket Club

More than just desserts

Vice-captain Freddie Brunt stalking in the outfield as the legendary CCC gaucho churrasco releases 
tantalising aromas on to the pitch. 

Tobias Hanbury, Chairman CCC, A.F. Martinazzo, Mayor of Seropédica; Felipe Lima de Melo, CCC 
Social and Community Programs; Abel Rocha, owner of São Fernando Polo and Cricket Club. 

Vidigal  and the view of the Cagarras

Overlooking Rocinha from the Dois Irmãos
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This year’s winner was Steve 
Rimmer, who also won 9 years ago. 
Last time, Steve dedicated the trophy 
to his recently deceased father. This 
time he offered it in honour of his 
mother. He announced that he has 
a large family and there are many 
to whom he can dedicate future 
victories. 

Anderson Vieira de Lucena won the 
wooden spoon for the second year 
running, which shows a professional 
level of consistency. He is thinking 
of playing left-handed next year to 
guarantee a third victory in a row. 
Some thought this might not be 
necessary. 

To the players, duffers all, we thank 
you for your participation and value 
your support. 

The dinner included members of 
the Teresópolis Golf Club to whom 
we offer our thanks for sharing their 

club and friendship with us. The 
food was excellent, the dancing fun 
and the gathering very enjoyable. 
Until next year! 

Dheagh shlàinte (your good 
health)!

Philip Healey

Rio Here, There and Everywhere

The Quaich

Canadian Happy Hour For at least the past three years, Canada’s 
Consul General in Rio de Janeiro, Sanjeev 
Chowdhury, now Dean of the Rio de Janeiro 
Diplomatic Corps, has been busily promoting 
Canada and Canadian business here. One 
of his most successful efforts has been the 
monthly Happy Hours that take place on the 
Third Wednesday of each month. 

In this he has been assisted by Restaurante 
Amir, whose Canadian owner Nicolas offers 
the spacious upstairs room for the event 
from 6 to 8 pm and provides typical Arab 
food for nibbling on while networking and 
chatting, making the Hour even Happier! 
Just ask any of those who were happy to be 
included in the photo at the May 20th event. 

Amir is located in Copacabana, a short 
distance from the Consulate, at Rua Ronald 
de Carvalho, 55 C, just off the Praça do 
Lido. No need to reserve, just show up and 
smile!

JACQUELINE DE BOTTON
1912 – 2015

A VERY UNUSUAL LADY

Rupert J.B. Brasier

I was privileged to be her reader over the 
last ten years, as she had impaired vision. In 
this connection, my grateful thanks are due 
to Elisabeth Schneider, a former secretary to 
the BCS, for recommending me.

Dona Jacqueline may have been impaired 
physically during her later years, but this was 
more than compensated by her inner vision, 
which embraced the world. Extremely intelligent 
and broad- minded, I felt like going back to the 
private University of my own choice. The books 
which I was required to read, ranged from “The 
Chronicles of Narnia” by CS Lewis to the novels 
of a wonderful writer, Margaret Way, about the 
romantic and dramatic lives of high society in 
the Australian Outback, not to mention regular 
reading of “The Tablet”, (I mean the magazine!).

Although basically Catholic, she did not 
fear to venture into the deeper waters of 
Comparative Religion, principally through 
the works of Dom Bede Griffiths, OSB., (a 
former student of CS Lewis at Oxford), who 
wrote, “The Marriage of East and West,” 
apart from other works; and it was in this 
connection that DJ was different.

To me, she appeared to represent the hub of 
wheel, spiritually speaking, spanning over some 

forty years of co-incidences, or perhaps I should 
say God-incidences, in this case.

To begin with, in 1962 I came across a book 
entitled “The Seven Storey Mountain” by 
Thomas Merton, a Trappist Monk, who 
resided in a Monastery in Kentucky. As I 
had planned to visit the USA that year, I 
wrote and asked if it were possible for me 
to spend Christmas there, to which I was 
welcomed. On hearing that I had come from 
Brazil, he wanted to see me, and handed 
me one of his manuscripts to take back to a 
Nun in Petropolis for translation.

On my arrival at DJ’s, there were two 
photographs on her mantelpiece; one was 
of her late husband, and the other of a lady, 
who had died two years previously, none 
other than the Nun in Petropolis, to whom 
I had delivered the manuscript. They had 
been friends for years!

On another occasion, I was reading one of 
the books of Dom Bede Griffiths, and came 
to page 197, which mentioned one or two 
books in which he was interested. One of 
them was “The Way of Paradox”, by Fr. 
Cyprian Smith, OSB, a study on Meister 
Eckhart, which he had written for his Ph.D. 
at Ampleforth Abbey, Yorkshire.

You see, I met Trevor Smith, as he then 
was, when he was invited to come to Brazil, 
by Gerard Galloway, to join our group, 
to develop a coconut plantation on Ilha 
Grande during the 60s. Trevor may also be 
known to some of you, as he attended Christ 

Church, and taught for a time at the Anglo-
Brazilian School in Teresópolis, run by 
Pauline Schneider and her husband, where 
both Betty and Vicky studied together. Later, 
Trevor returned to England and became a 
Monk at Ampleforth, where I visited him on 
several occasions.

I should perhaps mention, in the meantime, 
that I had previously received a letter from 
Thomas Merton, which I had passed on to 
Dona Sylvia, DJ’s daughter, who went on a 
retreat, conducted by the Prior of a Trappist 
Monastery near São Paulo. She had given 
the letter to the Prior, which became an 
“icon” at the Monastery, as Thomas Merton 
had died during the 60s.

As I was saying, I discovered Fr. Cyprian 
on Page 197 on a Maundy Thursday. The 
following Tuesday, after Easter; there was 
a new book to read. “The Way of Paradox” 
given to Dona Sylvia, by the Prior, in 
thanksgiving for the letter from Thomas 
Merton, without any knowledge of the 
connection between Fr. Cyprian and myself! 
Co-incidence, God-incidence, God’s timing, 
the Fourth Dimension? What do you think? 
Whatever your opinion may be, Dona 
Jacqueline was certainly used by God, as 
an instrument of the Holy Spirit on many 
occasions.

Shortly after Easter, appropriately, DJ fell 
asleep, passing peacefully though the veil, 
to be welcomed into her heavenly home 
throughout eternity, leaving more than fifty 
grateful descendants behind her.

Genete Stephen, Robin Brown and Quaich winner Steve Rimmer

Alan Smith takes a sip And so does Colin Foulkes Ever helpful host at Teresópolis Golf Club, 
Valério, seen here with his lovely daughter. 
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Curl-crested Jay
Cheryl Readman

Breakfast
Peter Janos Kurz

I can? Toucan!
Fiona Brown

The mighty Jaca
Julie Reid

Anyone for Pitaya?
Fiona Brown

SNAP!
Send
News 
And 

Pictures

Let’s be seeing YOU in The Umbrella in 2015. 
Send News And Pictures and we’ll try to get you into print. 

The Umbrella. Make it YOUR Umbrella.
  

Send News and high resolution Pictures to 
the.umbrella@terra.com.br

The pitch (seen on the cover of this 
Umbrella) is located in Complexo da 
Penha, a favela community from which 
nine girls represented Brazil at the 2014 
Street Child World Cup. The area has 
seen a high level of gun violence between 
traffickers and police, which can flare up 
daily on the streets of the community. 

The pitch was opened on Saturday 
30 May by former Brazil World Cup 
winner and Street Child United Global 
Ambassador, Gilberto Silva. He said:

“I was at the Street Child World Cup 
and I saw what impact it had on the 
empowerment of street children from 
around the world. I’m proud to officially 
open this pitch in Rio which provides a 
safe football space for children who are 
at risk of the streets.” 

The brand new pitch also has a 
playground and floodlighting to 
ensure the football can continue in 
the evenings. GM Chevrolet has also 
guaranteed that three coaches from 
the community will run daily coaching 
sessions over the next year for the 
children of the community who are at 
risk on the streets.

Joe Hewitt of Street Child United said:

“Street Child United is delighted with the 
new GM Chevrolet pitch. The streets in 
this part of Rio are extremely dangerous 
for the children to play on and this pitch 
will be a safe zone where kids can be kids.”

The partnership is a continuing 
legacy from the Street Child World 
Cup that GM Chevrolet sponsored 
in 2014. GM Chevrolet has a global 
commitment to bring play to where 
it is needed most. Chevrolet works 
with local organizations to revitalize 
football pitches, donates ultra-durable 
One World Futbols and provides 
life skills and soccer skills training 
through Coaches Across Continents. 

Chevrolet’s goal is to celebrate true 
stories of play and inspire and drive 
change in children who live in 
underprivileged communities.

A Chevrolet spokesperson said:

“Street Child United is an organization 
that quickly caught our attention when we 
started looking at different organizations 
around the world. Street Child United 
stands together for the rights of street 
children across the world – a cause that 
is very close to our heart. Because of this, 
Chevrolet felt compelled to partner with 
them and help turbocharge its efforts in 
this community.”

Team Brazil Captain Drika Santos said:

“This is our place to play football & to be 
happy. The streets are not safe. We are 
safe here. Thank you Street Child United 
and Chevrolet FC.”

Drika was amongst a group of young 
people from Street Child United 
who were recipients of a tailored 
program for local football coaches 
from Chevrolet and Coaches Across 
Continents (CAC). The coaching 
program focuses on how sport can be 
used to tackle and resolve life’s many 
challenges both on and off the field. 
The Brazilian group included three 
coaches who will run training sessions 
at the pitch, including Thaiane da Silva 
who scored the winning goal at the 
Street Child World Cup and is already 
a coach at the tender age of 18. 

Street Child United and GM Chevrolet provide 
children at risk on the streets a safe space to play 
in northern Rio de Janeiro

Good Works

Claudiane Santos, Sr. Deda, Gabriella Da Silva, Gilberto Silva, 
Rebeca Santos, Jessica Medeiros, Joe Hewitt, Adam Reid

photos: G
ustavo O

liveira

Thaiane Lopes, Taynara Albino, Jessica Medeiros, Jessica Maria, Alexsandra da Silva, Jessica do 
Vale , Rebeca Santos, Rayssa da Silva, Larissa Barbosa, Gabriela da Silva, Jennifer Costa
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The following random questionnaire 
inquires about your competitiveness, your 
curiosity, your skills with Mathematics 
and Geometry. In addition, about even 
more. Are you a natural, a hard worker, an 
adventurer? Maybe a gambler? 

Finally, how do you like playing snooker? 
You know, this game with at least eight 
balls, sometimes sixteen, a distant relation 
to billiards and pool. Have you ever heard 
about a special address in Zona Sul where 
you can test your powers with the cue and 
ball?

It is hidden in Copacabana, and is called 
Clube do Taco, where one may not only 
put coloured balls inside a net (the correct 
name is pot or pocket), but also make one’s 
opponents’ game really, really difficult. 
After all, that is the fun of it!

The club provides cues and balls for the 
visitors, but the addicted players carry their 
own cue (some are custom made!) and 
balls wherever they go: the house accepts 
them, they just have to be checked in.

Go with your sweetheart, with your 
best friend or gather the blokes: the air-
conditioning is always ship-shape. The 
temperature of the beer — for the very 
demanding — is perfect. Standing ovations 

often welcome the food purveyor’s homages 
to Lord Sandwich. Ages and lifestyles 
vary. Decibels are not high and there is 
background music.

A little advice for the ladies: if you don’t 
know how to play, do not feel discouraged. 
In case no one among your group of friends 
is willing to give you tips, almost certainly 
one of the regular players at the next table 
over, an old school type, will offer help, ever 
so respectfully, and you will probably beat 
one of your selfish mates. Just beware of the 
low chandeliers.

NAN CARIOCA

Do not get snookered on your free time
NAN HIRSCH

Snooker is the main attraction of the 
house, but you may also play backgammon 
or chess if you prefer games that do not 
require physical prowess. 

Clube do Taco does not have a homepage, 
so get out pen and paper to note their 
details down… Ok, you are a modern 
person, so get your mobile ready: Opening 
hours are Monday to Saturday from 2 pm 
to 3 am. Sundays and Holidays from 4 pm 
to 2 am. Telephone: 21 2255 4934. The 
address is Rua Barata Ribeiro 655. No 
valet parking.

A nice easy trip to Barra Shopping?

An optimistic shopper leaves the Zona Sul towards Barra by car at 
3pm. After much frustration, at X minutes to 6pm, she phones her 
friend to say that she will be late. 50 minutes ago she had already 
been driving for 4X minutes. What time is it? 

A longer and trickier boat ride

Every day at noon, a boat leaves Rio de Janeiro for Cape Town and 
at the same moment a boat leaves Cape Town for Rio de Janeiro. If 
each trip lasts exactly six days, how many boats from Cape Town 
will each boat from Rio de Janeiro meet?

Telescopes

Which two words have been telescoped together (for example, 
Shine and Period might be sphierioned) ?

pasttireenngtche

statomation

cafmuitebsoal

Answers to last month’s questions:

Cebolas: You might have thought 6, but I did say whichever way you 
look. Upside down gives 4 more. So 10 onions.

Tennis: Return volley is YELLOV, plus a quarter of 20 is V, gives 
YELLOW

Carpinteiro: Anaesthetist; Ballet Dancer: Stewardess.

Games and Puzzles Comments, feedback and suggestions please to 
<enigmardj@gmail.com>

Sports

By Peter Janos Kurz

One year after FIFA’s World Cup in Brazil and 12 months 
before Olympic Soccer in Rio – what’s an international, 
global football fan to do during the next few months after 
the Women’s World Cup and the Copa America end?  Can’t 
be much happening, can there?

Ah…but there is! In fact, beginning on September 19th, 
Hungarians will host a football World Cup in Budapest.  Yes 
– football!  As in “Futebol de Mesa” or “Button Football”.

In Portuguese, “Futebol de Mesa” is also called “Futebol 
de Botão” and in Hungarian, as explained in Wikipedia 
“it is simply known as ‘Gombfoci’ meaning literally ‘button 
football’.” You know that “botão” means button and you 
might have guessed that “gomb” means the same thing in 
Hungarian; therefore, in neither language is there any danger 
of confusion with “Table Football”. It reminds some of adult 
tiddlywinks (so popular at the University of Cambridge) 
played on a modified version of a mini-shuffle-board table. 

As a 12-year-old in Rio de Janeiro I spent many hours 
carefully carving and polishing my own “button players”, 
crafting each individually from the best coconut shells I 
could find.  Yet, until a recent trip to Budapest I had no 
idea that this sport was also popular in Hungary. In fact, 
it’s an officially sanctioned and legally defined sport in both 
countries. In Brazil this includes a national organization 
(Confederação Brasileira de Futebol de Mesa) and annual 
championships for the more than one million aficionados 
in at least four different versions of the sport. Famous 
“botonistas” include Chico Buarque de Holanda and 
Vinicius de Moraes.

During my Hungarian visit I learned that the first Futebol 
de Mesa World Cup took place in Budapest in 2009 
and the second was held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012—
both championships were won by Brazilian teams.  The 
Hungarians claim to have introduced the original rules in 
the early 1900s, devised for play with six “button players” on 
each side.  After some sort of agreement among Brazilians 
and Hungarians the rules are now “universal” (or so I was 
told) and the game is now played with 22 “botões” or eleven 
on a side, as in the true football.

Over the years, these “botões” have been made from wood, 
bone, glass, and most frequently today, plastic.  There 
continue to be three important features: the button’s ability 
to glide on the playing surface, the smoothness and finish 
of the button’s top side (which determines how well and 
accurately the player can propel the button) and the angle 
of the button’s edge. A right angle (from the ground up) can 
only be used to push or roll the football.  An obtuse angle will 
enable a skillful player to lift the ball and, at times, launch it 
over an opposing button blocking its path to the goal.  

This is why my carioca buddies and I spent hours creating 
buttons from a hard, yet natural medium – the coconut 
shell.  We designed and determined their optimal size, 
sanded them to the smoothest imaginable finish – both sides 
– then went over each side with several layers of shoe polish, 
rubbing in and buffing each coat, repeating the process 
several times. That’s one of the many reasons we had the best 
futebol de mesa teams in our bairro…

If you’re interested, sites in Portuguese include: <www.
fefumerj.com.br> (home of the Federação de Futebol de 
Mesa do Estado do Rio de Janeiro); <www.clubedobotao.
com>; <www.cbfm.com.br>; and <www.futeboldemesanews.
com.br>. If you can read Magyar, one of the most popular 
Hungarian links even has a Portuguese name: <www.
futeboldemesa.hu>.  

TIME (no bilingual pun intended) FOR       
FUTEBOL DE MESA…

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO

TEL: 21 2537-6695   EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

http://www.fefumerj.com.br
http://www.fefumerj.com.br
http://www.clubedobotao.com
http://www.clubedobotao.com
http://www.cbfm.com.br
http://www.futeboldemesanews.com.br
http://www.futeboldemesanews.com.br
http://www.futeboldemesa.hu
http://www.futeboldemesa.hu
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Royal British Legion

By Steve Carnt, Hon. Sec.

From time to time the Royal British 
Legion is accused of looking to the 
past and possibly glorifying war. This 
is not true, but of course from last year 
and for the next three years we will be 
remembering many events of 100 years 
ago as the First World War unfolded. 
And this year is the 70th Anniversary of 
the end of the Second World War and 
the 33rd Anniversary of the Falklands 
War. In June, the Islander’s role in this 
conflict was recognised officially by the 
award of the South Atlantic Medal to 
the Island.

The Falkland Islands is a Community 
that remembers its war with unashamed 
gratitude to the British Forces that 
liberated them and there are many 
tributes to the memory of those who 
died in the various battles scattered 
around the Island and under the sea 
in navy ship war graves. Although I 
thought it doubtful I could visit any of 
those outside Stanley during a family 
holiday there in January this year the 
friend we stayed with took us to many 
places where, apart from seeing some 
memorials, the big attraction was being 
so close up to the teeming wildlife in 
some really remote areas.

1914: Battle of the Falkland Islands

Of course the Falkland Islands is well 
known for the Battle of the Falkland 
Islands on the 8th of December 1914 in 
swift response to the Battle of Coronel 
that took place off the Chilean city of 

the same name one month earlier on 
the 1st of November. Vice Admiral Graf 
Maximilian von Spee, with a superior 
force, had a comparatively easy 
victory over a Royal Navy Squadron 
commanded by Rear Admiral Sir 
Christopher Craddock at Coronel but 
was soundly defeated and died during 
the Battle of the Falkland Islands when 
most of his Squadron was destroyed. 
There are monuments to both those 
event and as might be imagined still 
bearing Poppy wreaths from recent 
Remembrance Services.

1982: the Falklands War

Stanley also has a War Memorial and 
a special Memorial to the Falklands 
War that started on the 2nd of 
April 1982. Behind it is a Tribute to 
the then Prime Minister, Margaret 
Thatcher demonstrating the feelings 
of the Islanders. I laid a wreath at the 
War Memorial made up from our 
Poppies stored at Christ Church, but 
actually could have bought one there. 
Given the number of Memorials and 
Pilgrimages a cottage industry has 
grown up since I was first there thirty 
years ago. Not much had changed 
by my later visits in the 1990s but 
changes are very evident now and 
the former modest main store has 
become a very large supermarket 
selling all you could find in a UK 
high street and more. Perhaps most 
obvious, but invisible, is that the smell 
of the peat stoves each house had and 
gave the town a distinct odour is no 

more. We only came across a couple 
of houses that were still burning peat. 
All others and the new estates are oil 
fired.

I have mentioned the navy memorials 
to HMS Ardent and HMS Antelope 
in that an Ensign is hoisted on the 
war grave ships. You can see videos of 
this on YouTube, and there are army 
memorials at the key battle sites and 
a large memorial at San Carlos. The 
Royal Marines have a special Memorial 
in Stanley too, just along from the War 
Memorial.

Outside Stanley are two Memorials. The 
first, at Cape Pembroke, remembers 
the Atlantic Conveyor, lost on the 
25th of May with her Captain and vital 
helicopters that were to ferry the troops 
from San Carlos towards Stanley. Their 
loss gave rise to the famous ‘Yomp’ 
across East Falkland to achieve victory. 
I was told it was quite a task getting the 
Memorial in place given its size, shape 
and weight. The other is a Memorial to 
13 souls lost when HMS Glamorgan 
was struck by a land based Exocet anti-
ship missile. She was supporting a very 
hard fought British brigade sized attack 
on Argentine defences around Stanley 
on the 11th of June.

Bertha’s Beach

Bertha’s Beach is a long white sand 
beach of unimaginable beauty. Well, 
on the day we were there it was, as the 
sun shone from a cloudless sky. It is 

The Royal British Legion (RBL)

Memorial to HMS Gamorgan at Cape Pembroke

Steve Carnt lays a wreath at the Memorial in 
Stanley

Royal British Legion
a different matter on a miserable wet 
day with the constant wind, as I knew 
before, but nevertheless impressive 
for its wilderness. It is also the site 
of a Memorial to six Royal Marines 
lost from a Landing Craft (HMS 
Fearless) who were attacked on the 
8th of June by Argentinean Skyhawks. 
Retribution was immediate as nearly 
all the Skyhawks fell victim to a Harrier 
combat air patrol already close on 
hand.

The conflict lasted 74 days and ended 
with the Argentine surrender on 14th 
of June 1982, returning the islands to 
British control. In total, 649 Argentine 
military personnel, 255 British military 
personnel, and three Falkland Islanders 
died during the hostilities. 

This has been a brief look at some of the 
Memorials to be found in the Falkland 
Islands. There are many more. Nor 
did I have an opportunity to visit the 
Cemeteries at Blue Beach. You would 
need much longer than a week for a full 
tour as much is done by 4-wheel drive 
vehicles and inclement weather can be 
a factor.

Flights to the Falkland Islands from 
Punta Arenas in Chile operate on a 
weekly basis, as does one from Rio 
Gallegos in Argentina. It is not a 
day trip, even though the flight is 
short. If remoteness, wild beauty and 
teeming wildlife are your interests, 
hosted by a very friendly population 
then, prepare well and you will not be 
disappointed.

Closer to home

Closer to home, your Committee has 
been busy with its normal support tasks 
and in considering how the Branch can 
be better managed to align itself closer 
to the HQ programme in the UK. One 

measure is aligning our Fiscal Year to 
that of the RBL HQ that ends on 30th 
of September. This is when we receive 
the annual membership cards and 
so it makes sense to have our Annual 
General Meeting a little in advance of 
that date so matters can be agreed prior 
to the start of the new FY. We can still 
maintain a Brazilian FY for whatever 
we need to produce for the Brazilian 
authorities but it makes little sense to 
have the AGM in February or March, 
as was the custom.

The Committee is also considering 
whether it will be possible to hold a 
Dinner Dance or even a Dinner this 
year during our Poppy Appeal and just 
prior to our Remembrance Service on 
the 8th of November. The issue is not 
one of not knowing what to do, we 
had excellent tuition from our former 
Committee Members, Margo Black, 
Bridget Novaes and Judi Newsam, 
but rather whether it is a cost effective 

option. As readers are aware costs have 
risen considerably and therefore ‘can 
an event be staged at an attractive price 
taking into account what sponsorship 
might be available?’ is the question to 
answer. Our Charter does not allow us 
to make a loss.

Quite a lot to do but by the time you 
read this we should have had our 
next Committee Meeting, as I write 
planned for the 30th of June, and 
another improvement we need to 
make is better communications with 
members so we are looking at this 
aspect too. We are always pleased to 
receive letters or e-mails and should 
you wish to contact us please do so 
through any Committee Member 
known to you or by writing to The 
Royal British Legion, Rio de Janeiro 
Branch c/o Christ Church, Rua Real 
Grandeza, 99, Botafogo, 22281-
030 Rio de Janeiro, or e-mailing 
<supcoord@openlink.com.br>.

Atlantic Conveyor Memorial, Cape Pembroke

One in eight women
will develop breast
cancer in their lifetime.

Early detection saves lives. 
Check often. And encourage 
those you love to do the same.

mailto:supcoord@openlink.com.br
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June 19

Dear Sir,

Just a little note to let you know about the article [entitled 
“Honesty Pays”] the Rev Ben Phillips wrote after his visit 
to The Spot Garage in Brampton, Cumbria, UK which was 
published in the March 2014 edition of The Umbrella. My 
carioca cousin Alan Riddell saw the article and brought it 
over to us on his recent visit to see us. The garage is only 
100 yards from our front door, so Alan and I went to see 
David Robinson, the owner of the garage, and showed him 
the article. He was anxious, as we asked to see the manager 
of the garage, and must have assumed we were going to 
complain about something but calmed down when he saw 
the article. 

He agreed we could reproduce the article in our Brampton 
Churches Newsletter. This we did and I proudly took the 
magazine to him when it was published. He is a matter-
of-fact, laconic man who has worked long hours for many 
years at the garage, but his face broke into a broad smile 

of real pleasure, and he left the four copies I gave him on 
the counter for all to see. He had recently suffered a family 
bereavement, and I had just realised that he was related to 
one of my childhood friends. So it was a double honour that 
I could give him the article at this time to recognise his years 
of service to the community – a true, modest unsung hero.

Thank you all, and best wishes from Brampton Churches 
Newsletter to The Umbrella.

Sincerely,

John Hopkins

........................................................................................................

June 22

Dear Mike

My cousin John Hopkins emailed you last week with the 
identity of the garage owner of Spot who was the unidentified 
subject of Ben Phillips’ article in The Umbrella last year. He 
pre-empted me in his note to you, as I was waiting for a copy 
of the Brampton Churches Newsletter which he airmailed on 
the 22nd of May. I received it today after 30 days of travel. 
As the post here has been atrocious I explained to my cousin 
that the delay must have been because of the constant traffic 
jams in and around São Conrado where we live!

I am delighted to share a copy with my fellow Umbrella 
readers. 

Perusing the newsletter, Brampton can be seen as a small 
Cumbrian market town that boasts, apart from the SPOT 
(“honesty pays”) Garage, three active churches—Church 
of England, Methodist and United Reformed Church—a 
larger number of pubs, FairTrade group, window washer, 
foot clinic, cooperative funeral care, walks on Hadrian 
walls and topped off by the Lanercost (Priory) June Festival 
where you can attend, on different days, a concert, an opera, 
a Shakespearean play and lastly, a Festival Choral concert, 
preceded by a hog roast!

Abraços,

Alan Riddell

.Letters to the Editor

Don’t miss your Umbrella!
Always keep your address updated.
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695

DEADLINE 
for our August 2015 issue is Monday, 20th July

John was born in Rio de Janeiro on June 
6, 1926, son of John George Cruickshank 
(Scottish from Aberdeen) and Muriel Joy 
Halifax Cruickshank (Canadian from 
Montreal) and raised in Ipanema (lucky man!) 
until age 12 when he was sent to study at The 
Morrison Academy in Crieff, Scotland. Here 
he remained until 1945, returning to Brazil 
shortly after the Second World War. He said 
that God had spared him on three occasions, 
at that time.

 —Explosion of a landmine on the beach that 
affected his hearing and caused the death of 
two colleagues.

—He was ready to go into combat, when the 
war ended!

—He missed the first southbound ship after the war, which sank 
hitting a marine mine: there were no survivors!

Back in Rio, John began working with companies in need of a 
young bilingual financial administrator until he settled in with 
the Indústrias Químicas Mangal, located in Duque de Caxias. 
They produced intravenous solutions for hospitals, clinics, etc. 
The company was a part of a group called Baxter Laboratories. 
This was around the early sixties, and he became their financial 
director. Later the company was acquired by American Hospital 
Supply. After consolidating the two companies he left them to 
work as a consultant in a management placement company.

Around this time his best friend Tony and wife, Anitinha 
Wheatly, re-introduced Bertha to him at a dinner party. They 

were married in 1972 and greatly enjoyed 
life, sharing with friends and family precious 
moments at home, on the beach or up in Rio’s  
neighbouring mountain cities, the Wheatly’s 
farm (Sacra Família do Tinguá) and weekend 
family homes in Itatiaia, Friburgo, Teresópolis 
and Itaipava. We all enjoyed his cooking and 
will miss his unforgettable caipirinhas.

John really enjoyed the countryside, having an 
extensive knowledge of plants. His beautiful 
penthouse in Leblon, with a view of the beach, 
was always decorated with plants that he 
tended. Occasionally friends he loved would 
be awarded a special avocado plant or an 
orchid which he had grown. He had a ‘green 
thumb,’ as they say. John was a lover of opera 
and he had an extensive collection of records 

and CDs. He was a season ticket holder for the opera season in 
Rio’s Theatro Municipal.

John and Bertha had no children and therefore had the 
opportunity to travel a lot around Brazil in the early years of their 
marriage. Later they travelled by ship to the U.S. and Canada 
in the owner’s cabin, visited his sister Margret and travelled 
extensively in Canada and the U.S. On another trip he took 
Bertha to England and Scotland; on yet another more recent trip, 
they went to Russia where John was enthralled by the Winter 
Palace of the Tsars in St. Petersburg.

What a wonderful life this lucky Gentleman had!

—Ian Petersen

JOHN GORDON CRUICKSHANK
The Gentleman

1926 - 2015

DESIGNER DO UMBRELLA DESDE 1994

Produção de Eventos

WWW.MARCIAFIALHO.COM.BR MARCIA@MARCIAFIALHO.COM.BR
TEL: 21 2522-0159
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Calendar

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CliniCal PsyChologist. ExPEriEnCE with ExPatriatEd 
and cross-cultural issues. 

lived many years overseas: canada, singapore, uK and usa. 
practice at Botafogo - rua voluntários da pária 190. 

appointment By phone +55 (21) 99966.9494 
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

JULY

08 WDA Jumble Sale

18-19 CCC vs Chile, Itaguaí

AUGUST

3 TBS First day of Term 2

16 Sunday - SCM Winter Concert, Christ Church

22 Saturday - CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí

SEPTEMBER

05, 06 CCC vs. São Paulo, Itaguaí

07 Monday - Independence Day Holiday

12 Saturday - Beatles Night, Jubilee Hall

OCTOBER

10 CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí

12 Monday - N. Sa. Aparecida Holiday

12-16 TBS Half Term Break

31 CCC Nationals - Itaguaí

NOVEMBER

01 CCC Nationals - Itaguaí 

02 Monday - All Souls’ Day Holiday

7-8 CCC National Championships, Itaguaí

15 Sunday - Republic Day Holiday

20 Friday - Dia da Consciência Negra Holiday (Rio only)

26 Thursday - AmSoc Thanksgiving Day Celebration

27 CCC End of Year Party & Awards

DECEMBER

12 Saturday - BCS Christmas Lunch (Hall)

18 TBS Last day of Term 2

25 Friday – Christmas Day

Classified ads
SERVICES

FOR RENT: ApARTmENT iN LEbLON – ExCLUSIVE AREA. TWO BLOCkS 
FROM BEACH – 110 M². TWO BEDROOMS (ORIGINAL 3). ONE EN-SUITE PLUS 
ONE WITH BATHROOM. WARDROBES AND AC. RECENTLy REFURBISHED By 
ARCHITECT. BIG LIVING/DINING ROOM. OPEN PLAN kITCHEN. 1 GARAGE + 1 
PARkING SPACE FOR VISITORS. 
PLEASE CALL ELIzABETH – TEL: +5521 2259 8351”


