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The Quondam is dismayed by Brexit. 
No, the Quondam’s not British, he’s American. But, as readers 
know, he’s been involved with the British and Commonwealth 
Society for a few decades, and occasionally feels he has more 
in common with British residents in Rio than with his fellow 
countrymen. 

Here in Rio, where the vast majority of native English 
speakers are expatriates, it seems only natural to be part of a 
society where people of many different nationalities come to 
live and work and play and enjoy fellowship with Brazilians 
and other “aliens”, as Americans quaintly call foreigners. 

We who are immigrants, or whose forebears were immigrants 
to Brazil, take it for granted that we and our family and friends 
and descendants are (and will continue to be) welcomed by 
Cariocas and other Brazilians.

The Quondam’s personal experience in England (1992-3 
Oxford) was largely the same: most people were neighbourly, 
friendly and welcoming; they daily contradicted the 
stereotype of being snobbish, unfriendly and standoffish. 
Moreover, they (the “natives”) hailed from places all around 
the globe whose waves Britannia once ruled. In other words, 
Oxford wasn’t that much different from Rio de Janeiro.

Most Brexit analysts indicate this has dramatically changed: 
briefly put, one of the reasons many people voted for Brexit is 
because they don’t want any more aliens in their midst. That 
voices a preference for Little England over Great Britain, and 
that is not the England the Quondam knew and loved when 
he lived there.

The Quondam is also dismayed by the rise of Donald 
Trump, whose aversion to aliens is well documented. Trump 

rails against “Washington” in the same manner Leave 
campaigners railed against “Brussels”—both are portrayed as 
places peopled by elitists who control people’s lives without 
understanding their concerns. Brexit was a surprise to most 
of us; come November, Trump may also be a surprise.

But now back to good things, specifically, this issue of The 
Umbrella. Our regular columnists (in alphabetical order) 
Alex, Ewa, Jack, Martin and Nan have all come up with 
good places to visit, good things to see and do during July, 
before Rio goes into Olympic lockdown mode. We welcome 
new contributors Messrs Stilgoe and Solberg and hope to 
see more of them in print on future pages. To close, in our 
annual “ave atque vale” pages we hail recent school graduates 
while bidding them farewell as they start lives here, there 
and everywhere.

Join the BCS and you won’t miss a thing. 
Culture, sports, music, entertainment of every stripe, opportunities 

for giving of yourself to worthwhile causes, and, above all, the 
companionship and support of like-minded folk. Joining 

the BCS is easy, a one-stop process, with multiple rewards. 
Go to our website and you’re nearly done. Or, if you prefer, 
contact our office, 2537-6695, and we’ll talk you through it. 

You don’t know what you’re missing. Nor do we, 
until we know you a little better. You’re so very welcome.

British and Commonwealth Society 
Rua Real Grandeza, 99. Botafogo. Tel.: 2537-6695. 

Email: bcsrio@bcs.org.br  Website: www.bcsrio.org.br 

YOU’RE WELCOME!
FEELING LEFT OUT?

WELL, JUMP RIGHT IN!
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THE QUONDAM ON BREXIT
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN

Five Marks of Mission

We celebrated the 90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II on 11 
June, paying tribute to her in words and songs. And in her 2014 
Christmas address, she paid her own tribute to the King she serves: 
“For me, the life of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose birth we 
celebrate today, is an inspiration and an anchor in my life. A role-
model of reconciliation and forgiveness, he stretched out his hands in 
love, acceptance and healing. Christ’s example has taught me to seek 
to respect and value all people of whatever faith or none.” 

Her example is a good one to follow. Taking her lead from Jesus, 
she has given her life in service of others. God has shown us how 
to live. God is a missionary. The God of Christian faith is not static, 
he is on the move. As Trinity, he inter-relates in love. With his 
creatures, he does not stand back, dispassionate. He reaches out in 
love. He blesses. 

The Anglican Church’s worldwide leadership sought to outline 
God’s missionary activity in the light of scripture, reason and 
tradition, and came up with Five Marks of Mission: 

•  To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

•  To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

•  To respond to human need by loving service 

•  To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of 
every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation 

•  To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth.

We thought these Five Marks were definitely worth adopting! They 
can be summed up with Five T’s: Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform and 
Treasure. These are going to be at the heart of everything we do 
because we believe they come from the heart of God.

Our sermons are on the church website, where we have been trying 
to unpack the meaning of each of these Five Marks in turn. So if 
you’re interested in getting to the heart of the matter – a heart from 
which flows the love and healing our world needs — then let the 
unadorned faith of Queen Elizabeth inspire you.

We believe Christ Church has a unique calling to serve English 
speakers in Rio de Janeiro, whatever their background. We look 
Anglican and sound Anglican, but we’re thrilled to unite Roman 
Catholics, Pentecostals, Baptists, Presbyterians and others in our 
fellowship.

REV. MARK SIMPSON
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The BCS celebrates the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday 

The Queen’s birthday was celebrated 
in style on Saturday 11th June at 
Jubilee Hall with over 140 members 
and guests enjoying a traditional 
British lunch followed by a programme 
of entertainment in the format of a 
Royal Variety Performance. 

Proceedings opened in dramatic style: 
the Brazilian Piper Band from São 
Gonçalo marched through the cloister 
gardens into the hall and onto the stage 
where they played several favorite 
songs to the delight of all present. 

BCS Chairman Philip Carruthers 
then extended a warm welcome to all, 
and introduced British Consul General 
Jonathan Dunn. He announced that 
he had written to the Queen, informing 
her of our special party in celebration 
of her 90th birthday. The audience 
eagerly listened as he read out the 
response, a letter from Her Majesty’s 
Chief Clerk.

Once again, Chef Joel Guerin donated 
his time to prepare a fabulous meal, a 
truly British favourite—Bangers and 
Mash. Chef Joel had personally created 
a recipe to make authentic British style 
sausages, which proved to be a real 
treat, especially when served with 
mashed potatoes, a selection of fresh 
vegetables and gravy. For dessert, 
guests enjoyed apple crumble served 
with vanilla custard. 

The BCS were grateful that, once 
again, Karl Lilienwald generously 
provided his time to manage a team of 
service staff. The whole operation—
serving meals, drinks and clearing 
away—was extremely professional. 

4corners
and more...

BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)

Gijs Andriessen, Anna Whyte, Ric Staniforth (Entertainment and event organisers) Bar Team – Zoe, Patch, Donald, Juan, Nic

Nick Ribeiro dos Santos, Fiona Brown, Ewa Procter, Alex Corrie Ric Staniforth – Entertainment organiser Rowena Jameson – Singer

Brazilian Pipers Band with JAS McAra Choir

After lunch, the Rio Royal Variety 
Performance began with an introduction 
from MC and show director Ric 
Staniforth. A women’s choir kicked 
off with a performance of “Jerusalem”, 
followed by Colin Foster with a 
super rendition of the classic comedy 
poem, “The Lion and Albert” and a 
flute performance of the Beatles’ “The 
Long and Winding Road”. We then 
heard a poignant recording, made in 
1940 by the fourteen-year-old Princess 
Elizabeth, as she addressed children of 
the world facing evacuation from cities 
because of bombing.

The youngest performer of the 
show, William Dunn, left many 
in the audience reaching for their 
handkerchiefs with his moving solo 
of “Castle in the Cloud” from Les 
Miserables.  We were delighted that 
Rowena Jameson joined Alison 
Spooner for a magic performance of 
two wartime numbers: “A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square” and “Baby 
Face”. Gijs Andriessen supported 
many acts on piano and performed two 
David Bowie hits. Andy Casterton 
brought the house down with a unique 
act that combined comedy, singing and 
solo trumpet in “The Bear Necessities” 
from “The Jungle Book”. For something 
completely different, Roshni Thakker 
enthralled the audience with a 
spectacular performance of a classic 
Indian dance in true Bollywood style!

The women’s choir, helped by some 
male voices, then finished the show by 
leading the audience in a rousing finale 
of “Land of Hope and Glory” and “Rule 
Britannia”.

No birthday celebration would be 
complete without a cake, and ours was 
cut by Consul General Jonathan Dunn, 
who then proposed the loyal toast.

Of course, no BCS party would be 
complete without a raffle. Prizes were 
donated by sponsors, including Rio’s 
new 5-Star Grand Hyatt Rio, Francesca 
Romana Diana, Neville Thorley, the 
Canadian Consulate and various BCS 
members. 

A complete picture gallery, courtesy of the 
ubiquitous paparazza Mary Alice Whyte, 
is on the BCS website. Proceeds of the 
event were in support of NGO Projeto 
Uerê <www.projetouere.org.br>. 
Vicky Staniforth, BCS Events

4
corners

Philip Carruthers, Chef Joel Guerin, Jonathan Dunn Neville Thorley, Anna and Bill Ballantyne, Vicky Staniforth

http://www.projetouere.org.br
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 
(AmSoc)
America’s Day

We had 75 people at a drizzly June 4th 
at EARJ, but everyone really enjoyed 
themselves, what with the covered location 
in the lower school, festooned with red, 
white and blue balloons and crepe paper 
streamers. In the food category, chief 
barbecue chef Jim Kappeler, ably assisted 
by the go-to Garytos guy and Gerry, 
Boston’s greatest griller, ensured we had 
plenty of yummy charbroiled eats—
hamburgers and hot dogs and burritos 
and tacos and enchiladas. Cold food was 
macaroni salad and potato salad and 
Jim’s homemade pickle relish. 

Ron Radnik brought along a highly 
competitive beanbag game, which adults 
and kids alike just loved. The small fry 
were entertained by the bouncy bouncy 
and the coloring book sets, looked after 
by a number of volunteers from Our 
Lady of Mercy, who had already helped 
with the  decorations.

Music backed up the fun from start 
to finish. River Country Trio—Steve 
Yolen, Peter Warner and Tony Lupidi—
backed up by Al Pratt, gave us blues 
and bluegrass, folk rock and country.

They were followed by 5 outstanding 
performers from the Art & Social 
Transformation program run by AmSoc 
Governor Wainer Guimarães. Huan 
Cardoso, Guilherme França, Rafaela 
Fernandes, Rebecca Vianna and Suellen 
Coelho wowed us with their renditions 
of wellknown Brazilian music.

Immediately thereafter, Charles Roe, 
Michael and Martin Yoder stepped 

up to the stage. They have formed 
“Sotaque”, a group of folks from 
the US consulate who are learning 
Portuguese by singing Brazilian songs. 
They invited AST youths to join them 
in their first number, and then carried 
on solo.

Closing out the musical bill were 
Al Pratt and his daughter Bee 
Drumond, who sing as Beeliv, and 
sing they do. Rock from the 1960’s 
through the 1990’s is their specialty, 
and those of us with grey hair (there 
were many) really enjoyed hearing 
some of our favorites. Special 
thanks to Al for having brought 
along all the amps, mics, cables, and 
other paraphernalia for all of our 
musicians to use.

Thanks to EARJ for the location and 
some kitchen catering, thanks to 
Coca-Cola for soft drinks, in fact, 
thanks to all who volunteered time 
and energy to making America’s Day 
a fantastic day! 

Torch song

Tuesday, June 21st, the American 
Society hosted a Happy Hour, with a 
special bonus—the presence of a real 
Olympic Torch. AmSoc member Daniel 
Bertorelli had carried the torch in Juiz 
de Fora, Minas Gerais, and as a torch 
bearer, could keep the one he actually 
carried. So he did, and brought it to our 
Happy Hour, where he not only gave 
all of the Happy few who were there a 
photo op with the torch, but later clued 
us in on the symbolism and operational 
details of the torch relay.

 On a rainy night, AmSoc sponsor J W 
Marriott Hotel generously offered us 
space in its mezzanine lounge, as well 

as a special food and drinks offer. This 
is the same offer the Marriott had made 
when inviting us to view the Copa 
America soccer games in comfort, and 
we appreciate their willingness to help. 

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale: At the time of writing 
this article for the July edition of The 
Umbrella, we are but a few weeks away 
from our Jumble Sale on Wednesday 

27th July. It will take place as usual in the 
Jubilee Hall, Christ Church, Rua Real 
Grandeza 99, Botafogo and the doors 
will be open from 10 a.m. until noon. 
We are very grateful to those of you who 
have kindly responded to our appeals for 
donations. As a result, our cupboards 
are tightly packed with donations.

Just for the record, we receive 
contributions for the Jumble Sale all 
the year round.  Deliveries can be made 
any day during the week to Karen, 
secretary, Christ Church, telephone 
2226-7332 or to the BCS assistant 
secretary, Monica, telephone 2537-
6695, between 8.30am and 4.30 pm.  
Please remember that between 2 pm. 
and 3.30 pm. when the school finishes, 
cars are not allowed into the grounds.  

Marmalades, Pickles and 
Chutneys can be bought any day 
during the week within office hours 
and especially on Tuesday mornings 
when the WDA ladies are present. 
A substantial amount of the funds 
donated to the different charities at the 

 US Consul General Jimmy Story and Susan, with 
Daniel Bertorelli

“Wow!” says young AmSoc Member Carolina

end of each year, comes from the sale of 
these products.  Please let your friends 
and neighbours know they are available.

Empty Jars: Many of our readers auto-
matically return their empty marmalade, 
pickles and chutney jars for re-use, 
which is much appreciated.  If you have 
any of these empty jars lying around the 
kitchen, please send them to us together 
with the metal tops.  Many thanks.

As the Jumble Sale will soon be behind 
us, the WDA team has already started 
to focus on the Christmas Bazaar – in 
particular, on the Christmas crackers.   
A lot of work goes into making the 
actual crackers.  Besides mounting 
them we have to search around looking 
for small items that will fit inside the 
crackers and that will also please the 
children, the girls and the boys!  

We are hoping that the Jumble Sale 
results will be better than last year when 
our sales were affected by the financial 
crisis.  As we are all well aware, the crisis 
still exists but we are keeping our fingers 
crossed in the hope that despite the hard 
times the population is going through, 
the results will be a little better.

CHRIST CHURCH (CC)
Genealogy, also known as family history, 
is the study of families and the tracing of 
their lineages and history. In recent years 
it has become a popular hobby, especially 
with the advent of the internet, and the 
creation of various websites that promise 
to check your lineage back to the stone age. 

Last August (2015), Christ Church 
People’s Warden, Barbara Hemais, 
was surprised to receive a letter from 
the Colégio Brasileiro de Genealogia, 
advising that as part of the celebrations 
of a triple anniversary – the centenary of 
the founder, the 65th anniversary since 
its founding and Rio’s 450th, the Colégio 
had decided to award certain institutions 
an especially minted medallion in recog-
nition of their services to the Colégio 
and the preservation of primary sources 

of genealogical memory in 
Brazil. Christ Church 

was one of these 
institutions. 

In fact, 
t h e 

church’s records of baptisms and 
marriages, and the British Burial Fund 
records of burials, have been the subject 
of historical research for many years.  
The BBF receives many enquiries from 
families searching for the resting place 
of their ancestors. We have had a lot of 
help from Tony Martin, an Australian 
genealogist who lived in Brazil for a 
while and married a Brazilian girl. He 
made a photographic record of all the 
graves in the Gamboa cemetery, an 
archive that has been very useful to us. 
He is now working on the Melbourne 
General Cemetery, but often helps in 
answering enquiries from other areas, 
including the UK. 

Tony recently did some research for the 
family of Charles Williams, a famous 
footballer and one of the first English 
coaches to work in Brazil. He coached 
Fluminense, died in Rio in 1952, and was 
buried in Gamboa. The family showed its 
appreciation with a note to Tony:

“With the deepest appreciation of your 
wonderful and generous-spirited work, 
Charlie Williams’ English relatives and 
admirers worldwide of his legendary 
footballing career, thank you so much for 
enabling us to know where Charlie rests in 
Brazil. Charlie Williams is internationally 
recognized and credited as Football’s first 
Goal Keeper to have scored a goal, in 1900 
for Manchester City against Sunderland.”

More at: <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Charlie_Williams_(footballer)>.

Chris Hieatt

SOCIETY OF CHOIR 
MUSIC (SCM)
SCM Winter Concert
Te Deum Laudamos     ...     ...  
On Monday, July 18, starting at 8pm 
(please note the return to Mondays at 
8pm), the SCM choir will present its 
winter concert in Christ Church, Rua 
Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo.  

For this concert choirmaster Ruy 
Wanderley has chosen sacred choral 
music from three historical periods, 
and three composers. 

The text of the Te Deum, by Nicetas, Bishop 
of Remesiana (4th century AD), has been 
set to music by many composers, including 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
who composed this version (K.141) at the 
age of 13, just before his first visit to Italy 
with his father. It follows the outline of the 
Apostles’ Creed, mixing a poetic vision of 
the heavenly liturgy with its declaration of 
faith. Mozart used only choir, strings and 
organ, and in this performance the SCM 
choir is accompanied by Inez Rufino on 
the organ.

“Laudate Dominum” is part of the 
“Vesperae Solennes de Confessore” ( 
K.339) Mozart composed in 1780 for the 
Salzburg Cathedral. It is a beautiful lyrical 
aria for soprano and quartet, and will be 
sung by Michele Menezes. 

The concert continues with music by Felix 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1810-1847). 
“Above all praise” is one of his “Six Motets 
for the liturgical year”.  “Judge me, O 
Lord” (Psalm 43) is one of Mendelssohn’s 
favorite psalms, and contains parts for a 
double choir, one of his specialties.  “Hear 
my Prayer, O God” Op. 96, was composed 
for the Anglican community, during a 
voyage to England in 1844. The text is 
by English poet William Bartholomew, 
and the music is absolutely Mendelssohn, 
in the form of a hymn. The haunting 
melody is sung by soprano solo and choir, 
accompanied by the organ.         

The concert ends with music by 
contemporary American composer 
John Leavitt, from his “Missa Festiva”, 
which he completed in 1991.  The Mass 
follows the usual pattern with creative 
and brilliant counterpoint, contrasting 
with the Credo in Gregorian chant. 
Accompanied on the piano, this 
wonderful piece brings the SCM 
concert to a “Festive” end. 
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Giving is good
As many of you know, BCS Administrator      
Gaynor Smith is undergoing treatment which 
involves blood transfusions. In order to give blood 
in Gaynor’s name, please contact the Clínica de 
Hemoterapia at Rua Almirante Teffé 594, Centro, 
Niterói. Phone is 2621-9100. Hours are: weekdays, 
7 am to 4 pm, Saturdays, 8 am to noon. Blood type 
is unimportant. The Clinic’s guidelines indicate you 
must be aged between 16 and 67, be in good health, 
weigh over 50kg, not had hepatitis after the age of 11, 
nor a tattoo or piercing within the last six months. 
You need to have eaten (avoiding fatty foods) within 
three hours of giving blood, and you must take an 
identity document that bears your photo. 

Giving blood is even better

Great Outdoors

by Alexander Corrie

There are many reasons to visit Niterói. 
Of course, there are magnificent 
views of Rio, as Cariocas ALWAYS 
love to mention. Plus, Niteroienses 
are a friendly bunch, there’s a relaxed 
feel about the place and there are 
Hawaiian canoes galore. What more 
could you wish for? Sights to visit 
include colourful Jurujuba fishing 
village, gorgeous Itacoatiara Beach 
and impressive Santa Cruz Fort at the 
mouth of the Bay. 

For information on these and other 
Niterói destinations, please have a 
look at the “Great Outdoors” section 
in the April 2015 and June 2015 editions of Umbrella. These 
can be downloaded from the super-informative BCS website 
<http://www.bcsrio.org.br/>. 

This month, we give 3 more good excuses for a trip across 
the Bay:

- Ilha da Boa Viagem

- Museu de Arte Contemporânea

- All Saints’ Church

Ilha da Boa Viagem
Ilha da Boa Viagem opened its doors to visitors in February 
2016, after being closed for a couple of decades. Yes…20 
years. The “Island of the Good Journey” is a prominent 
chunk of rock connected to the shore by a footbridge over 
a tiny beach. Sounds like paradise. Crowning the island is a 
whitewashed colonial church, with blue shutters, just like in 
the south of Portugal. Nossa Senhora da Boa Viagem (“Our 
Lady of the Good Journey”) was founded in the 1650s and 
rebuilt several times, including 1734.

Why do the island and the church refer to “a Good Journey”? 
Is it just being friendly? Well, a bit more than that. When the 
Portuguese founded the church, they chose “Our Lady of the 
Good Journey” as the patron saint, for a good reason. It’s 
located on a high point looking out to the big open ocean, 
through the mouth of the Bay. So, it was probably the first 
and last church that sailors would see on Carioca shores. As 
crews left Rio, they looked towards the island and prayed 
for a good journey. Upon their return, they gave thanks. 
Cheers, mate. And they gave all sorts of riches to the church, 
like gold. So, the island was named after the church, not the 
other way round. Of course, before 1650 the island would’ve 
had an indigenous name. Perhaps “Ha’eve Guata”? Good 
Journey in Guaraní.

The island, with its strategic location, also served as a 
military defense of Guanabara Bay. Ruins of a small fort, 
started around 1690, can be found on the island (if you 
escape the guided tour and scramble through prickly bush 
on a precipice above the sea). Apparently, the fort was put 
to use several times, including during the 1894 Revoltas da 
Armada (Naval Revolts) when the church was destroyed by 

unruly marines on ships in the Bay. Our Lady was rebuilt 
in 1909.

Guided tour of the island
Ilha da Boa Viagem is definitely worth a visit for a bit 
of Carioca history and magnificent 270° views of 
Guanabara Bay. And yes, Rio de Janeiro’s iconic peaks 
do make a great photo. On the fourth Sunday of every 
month, a Catholic service is held. Otherwise, the church 
keeps its beautiful blue wooden doors firmly locked.  
Free guided tours, with up to 30 people, ONLY happen at 
weekends and during holidays. Currently, the times are 
9am, 11am, 2pm and 4pm. There’s a stand by the footbridge 
where “reservations” are made. Slightly annoyingly, places 
can’t be booked online or in advance. ALL members of the 
party have to turn up with identification documents. Don’t 
get there 2 hours before to make a booking! They’ll only 
accept it if you turn up between 1 and 60 minutes before 
the tour commences. A taxi from the ferry terminal takes 
about 10 minutes. We recommend getting there 40-60 
minutes before the tour and then enjoy some time to relax, 
drinking an água de coco perhaps, or heading up to the 
MAC.

MAC (Makki)
MAC (Museu de Arte Contemporânea) is pronounced 
Makki, just like the sushi. However, it has nothing to do with 
Japanese cuisine. It’s a famous building designed by Oscar 
Niemeyer and shaped like a flying saucer. To get there, it’s 
an Olympic 400m walk uphill from Ilha da Boa Viagem. 
Don’t worry, there’s an água de coco stand at the top of the 
hill, to reward the effort. On a headland, the MAC also has 
panoramic views of the Bay. Architecturally, it’s defined by 
modernistic concrete curves painted white. Quintessential 
Oscar. A 360° band of glass windows ensures views down 
to the sea below. It’s the landmark, not the art inside, which 
is the attraction. 

There’s also a contemporary bistrô-café on the lower level. 
Go on, ask if they have any makki!

All Saints’ Church
At 6pm on the last Sunday of every month, there’s an 
Anglican service at All Saints’ Church. If things look familiar, 
it’s because it’s the sister church of Christ Church, Botafogo. 

A Good Journey 

You may recognise the friendly vicar with an English accent 
who likes to drive to Patagonia in a Kombi.

A bit about the history. In the early 1900s, there was a 
strong community of Brits living in Niterói, working for 
companies like Western Telegraph, Leopoldina Railway, 
Moinho Inglês and the Bank of London and South 
America. Many people commuted to work in Rio on 
the tram and ferry. In 1914, Niterói Brits did a couple of 
important things. First, they founded the Rio Sailing Club 
(nowadays, it’s officially the Rio Yacht Club, but it’s really 
known as “o Sailing”). Second, the community founded 
an Anglican congregation. Things get a bit fuzzy here as 
there is evidence that the church was inaugurated with 
the baptism of Beatrice Elizabeth Causer, born in 1913. 
Other evidence shows that the church was only built after 
the First World War in 1922. Any Niterói/BCS historians 
out there with more information and able to confirm the 

exact date?! In any case, the church (like a smaller version 
in Santos) was built to an English plan and most of the 
materials were imported from England. Nowadays, it’s 
surrounded by highrises and looks across the street to the 
Campo de São Bento park. Ignoring the modern cityscape 
around it, this place of worship looks as if it’s been plucked 
straight out of an English village. It’s tiny, welcoming and 
built of stone. Perhaps English stone. Another point to 
confirm. Luckily, for future generations, it’s also protected 
as a heritage building. All Saints’ Church is located at Rua 
Otávio Carneiro, 144 - Icaraí.

---

Good things usually come in threes. In Niteroi, you can have 
a good journey to colonial Portugal, then head into a flying 
saucer with a Japanese-sounding name, before finishing off 
in a quaint English church. How unique is that?

Boa Viagem and Corcovado MAC from Boa Viagem

http://www.bcsrio.org.br/
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Spread a little happiness!

Tell your friends aboutThe Umbrella! 
All they need to do is go to bcsrio.org.br 

and click their way into all the news.

Our Lady of Mercy Class of 2016

...............EARJ Class of 2016

SCHOOL DAZE
Rio’s three largest English-language high schools have 
different graduation dates, but one thing they have in 
common is that many of their graduates wind up going to 
university abroad. British School graduates at the end of 
2015 had university offers from 38 institutions in the US, as 
well as 24 in the UK, and 8 different Brazilian universities. 
The American School Class of 2016, had offers from 36 
North American universities, 7 from Europe and several 

from Brazil—principally IBMEC and PUC. OLM’s smaller 
graduating class will have 7 going abroad, 7 at PUC and 
another 9 at other Brazilian universities. 

We share their joy at one of the happiest moments in their 
lives, and proudest in their parents’ lives. The Umbrella 
wishes them well, wherever they may wend their way, and 
hope they’ll never forget their Carioca roots.Rio Here, There & Everywhere

TBS Zona Sul Class of 2015

TBS Barra Class of 2015

Are you a Facebooker? Would you like to help manage the BCS Facebook?
Drop us a line at assistente@bcsrio.com.br. Or you can always post a message!
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We weren`t planning to be here last 
month, but health concerns dictated 
otherwise.  So we caught the spring, 
but Browning`s “Home Thoughts 
from Abroad” was all wrong flower-
wise this year.  He goes on about tiny 
elm tree leaves but inexplicably omits 
any mention of crocuses (croci?) 
or daffodils, which were in bright 
profusion everywhere we looked in 
April, even earlier.  It does however 
refer to buttercups, “the children`s 
dower”.  It`s been an unusual year 
for weather; the flowers didn`t know 
whether they were coming or going, 
with frosts as late as May.

So I`m sitting in early June by the side 
of the boating lake in our daughter 
Diana`s spacious garden in rural 
Hampshire, far from the madding 
crowd, not a sound of traffic.  I`m 
observing the myriad small & 
minuscule life in and around the water.  
To my left, a bank of yellow flags, with 
two delicate damsel flies drifting in 
and out among them, like splinters of 
sapphire, in search of prey -- which 
seem to be slim pickings.  Suddenly, a 
flash of scarlet, as another couple shoot 
in, locked in fiery mating embrace.  A 
bumblebee, oblivious, harvests the 
larders of each of the three yellow 
petals of a nearby iris in turn.  

In the water, fat tadpoles surface 
from deep down to gobble air before 
submerging again out of sight.  They 
may accidentally nip the oar of a tiny 
pond skater that scoots off in a huff.  
The skaters drift backwards into the 
floating reeds, and when they make 
contact shoot off a long way in a 
startled leap.  Every so often, one of 
them will tire of lake-side and row off 
into the wild olive-green yonder on 
a trans-Atlantic bid scaled down 20 

thousand times.  The lake is not blue; it 
is scattered with large water lily flowers, 
the white ones with a fetching pink 
blush.  Sometimes a pair of mallards fly 
in, but do not nest.  Later there will be 
moorhens with their scuttling chicks, 
which disappear one by one as the big 
carp get them.  

Sadly, the biggest carp, often over a 
metre long and worth tens of thousands 
of pounds, have all been stolen –way 
too big for the local heron to have been 
responsible.  

The other year, an endangered species 
of newt escaped from the pond and 
ended up adrift in the outdoor pool, 
almost getting the whole garden listed 
by the Nature Conservatory as off 
limits to humans!

Jack Woodall

countryside and great cooking to record for Hans Georg 
Brunner Schwer, who never obtained permission to put 
the music on commercial release. So the tapes stayed 
in storage for 50 years, until Hans Georg’s son told Zev 
Feldman of Resonance Records about them, and he 
engaged in a multi-year crusade to arrange permissions 
to make these recordings public. So here they are - a real 
find indeed!     (continues on page 9)

In the session, the bassist is Bill’s longtime sidesman 
Eddie Gomez, and the drummer Jack DeJohnette (who 
played with them only for 6 months). It is particularly 
interesting because of the songs which were not part 
of their standard repertoire – for instance, My Funny 
Valentine, Baubles, Bangles and Beads, Some Other Time. 
According to the musicians, they had not played some of 
the pieces ever before! The music is very fine – vintage 
Bill Evans very well recorded, and 21 songs in all. You can 
buy this 2-CD pack online from <www.arlequim.com.br>.

Lasting artistry

For me, Bill Evans is one of the greatest piano artists. 
He created on the spot, and the transcriptions of his 
interpretations are a real challenge, because of the rhythmic 
subtleties and unusual chords. Although he is mostly 

known for his Trio work, he was a great accompanist, 
and could play in different styles with ease (apparently he 
played Bach to hone his technique). However, the idiom 
which he worked was not of wide popular appeal, and the 
behaviour of its participants was hard to live with. His 
intellectual, retiring and sensitive nature were against his 
becoming famous. That he did is because of the lasting 
value of his music. We cannot do better than remember 
the valedictory poem by Bill Zavatsky:

Music your hands are no longer here to make
Still breaks against my ear, still shakes my heart.
Then I feel that I am still before you.
You bend above your shadow on the keys
That tremble at your touch or crystallize, 
Water forced to concentrate.
……
My life you found, and many other lives
Which travelled through your hands upon their journey. 
Note by note we followed in your tracks, like
Hearing the rain, eyes closed to feel more deeply.
We stood before the mountains of your touch.
The sunlight and the shade you carried us
We drank, tasting our bitter lives more sweetly
From the spring of song that never stops its kiss.

Carps

Damsel fly mating

Nature
Oh to be in England, now that summer`s here!GOOD LISTENING

MARTIN HESTER

Discovering an unknown Bill Evans 
recording is to lovers of jazz piano 
a momentous event – rather like 
discovering an unknown score of Mozart 
would be to classical music lovers. But 
it has just happened! This outstanding 
jazz pianist recorded for a small German 
label in 1968, in a hi-fi studio setting, and 
the tapes have been unknown for nearly 
50 years. Now a 2-CD album is available 
from Resonance Records.

Career

William John Evans was born in New 
Jersey in 1929 of a Welsh father and 
Russian mother. He studied music 
from age 6 onwards and composition 
at Mannes College of Music in New 
York, then began working as pianist and 
accompanist in various orchestras. His 
first album New Jazz Conceptions was 
recorded for the small Riverside label 
in 1956 – and sold then only about 1000 
copies (jazz was still a minority taste!). 

By 1958, working in New York City, he 
had definitely been noticed by the best 
jazzmen, and he was invited to join 
the Miles Davis Sextet – he being the 
only non-Afro-American in a really 
outstanding group. He helped Miles 
transition to modal jazz, freer in form, as 
reflected in Kind of Blue, the best-selling 
jazz record of all time. In December 1958, 

Bill recorded an album 
they called Everybody 
Digs Bill Evans, packaged 
with laudatory quotes 
from most of the leading 
jazzmen of the time. 

His discography at this 
time shows he played in 
an enormous number of 
different groups, but in 
mid-1959 he formed a 
Trio with Scott LaFaro 
(bass) and Paul Motian 
(drums), whose first 
album was Portrait in 
Jazz. This group was 
widely recognized as 
being outstanding and 
innovative, to the point 
where “it was hard to find 
any piano player who didn’t show he’d 
been listening to Bill Evans”. The album 
At the Village Vanguard was recorded 
live on a Sunday in June 1961 at that 
piano bar in NYC, and has become a jazz 
classic, not only because of Bill’s piano 
playing, but also because of the interplay 
with a bass player of remarkable skill.

Immediately after this recording, Scott 
LaFaro died in a car crash, which seriously 
unsettled Bill Evans, and although he 
continued working with other trios and 
in varied musical settings, he became 
addicted to heroin, and his work was 
uneven. Later on, Bill overcame his 
addiction, married again, and worked all 
over the US and Europe. But eventually, 
Bill became a cocaine addict, and after 
his brother’s death in 1979, lost his zest 
for life; he died in September 1980. 

Contribution to jazz piano

Jazz at its origins was an Afro-Amer-ican 
music, very strongly rhythmical, with the 
musicians improvising freely within a 
“chord sequence” – a series of harmonies 
used by a popular song – and very often by 
the sequence of the 12-bar blues. As jazz 
evolved to dissonances and long jagged 
phrases through the influence of Charlie 
Parker, so the chords and phrasing of 
the jazz piano changed. Bill Evans was 
starting out at this time, and he began 

to use modulations of the basic chords, 
stringing them together in original and 
subtle changes which nevertheless held 
to the basic structure of the song. In a 
way, he brought the evolution of classical 
piano to the jazz idiom. 

Bill Evans’ piano is good listening on a 
superficial level, because of his touch, his 
phrasing, the muted but strong emotion 
– and sometimes the sheer poetry of his 
slower numbers. (Listen to My Foolish 
Heart from the Village Vanguard album.) 
But to really understand what is going 
on, it helps to know the tune he is playing 
by heart, and keep it going through your 
mind as he plays. Then his inventiveness 
may leave you simply amazed – and 
this is the reason for the longevity of 
his music, and the admiration of other 
musicians.

The Lost Session

Thirty-six years after his death, it was 
supposed that all Bill Evans’ work is 
extant; releases after his death even 
included live recordings never intended 
for commercial release. So what a surprise 
to know that on June 20 1968, Bill had 
gone to the MPS studios in Villingen, 
Germany and recorded in perfect 
conditions for almost 2 hours. He had 
played a few days before at the Montreux 
jazz festival, and was persuaded by lovely 

Bill Evans: The Lost Session

Bill Evans

http://www.arlequim.com.br
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There is a different world right in the heart of Barra da Tijuca, 
Rio de Janeiro: an old angler’s village that kept its bucolic 
aspects as it grew. You can reach it from Avenida Armando 
Lombardi, near the Barra Point shopping mall, which is the 
perfect place to park if you go there by car. Once out of your 
car and on foot, take a right at the avenue, cross a street and 
the petrol station, and look for a small street on your right.

Walk a few steps on that street and you will come to a pier 
covered by an improvised roof, right at the edge of Lagoa da 
Tijuca. Straight ahead is the treasure: Ilha da Gigóia. Only 
the small boats that fare around the island can reach it, and 
the crossing takes less than one minute. You can choose 
to make a boat tour either before or after getting off – it 
is highly recommendable, for the views are simply lovely. 
Enjoy the open skies, the imposing Pedra da Gávea, the 
waters reflecting the surrounding vegetation—including the 
gigoga, or water hyacinth, which gave the island its name. 
Birds and fishes are common, and even alligators (caymans) 
can occasionally be seen.

Exit the boat and take a walk on the narrow cobbled streets. 
Appreciate the quaint houses and the lazy cats and dogs. 
Revel in the sound of silence, as there are no motorcars 
allowed. Notice that even your biorhythm slows down. 
The island is 130,000 square meters and crossing it takes 
about 20 minutes. The 3,000 inhabitants include artists and 
fishermen, many of whom have moved to Gigóia to escape 
the hustle and bustle of the mainland.

After appreciating the shops, the market, the ho(s)tels, 
and having built up an appetite, choose one of the many 
restaurants available (for which you have previously booked 
a place at table) and put your feet up to rest.

We recommend the restaurant Laguna, with its open spaces, 
mismatched wooden furniture, colourful cushions, and 
different drinking glasses. They specialize in seafood and 
the bulk of the menu was created, many years ago, by a 
Californian and a Brazilian Northeasterner, which resulted 
in an inspired mix of tastes and flavours. The “Frutos do Mar 

grelhados” are fish, prawn, lobster, calamari and octopus and 
they come piled upon a considerably large grill accompanied 
by rice and broccoli, capers, champignons and vegetables. It 
is fun to order several dishes, though – just agree in advance 
with your companions to try all of them. Family run, 
Laguna’s customers are always received in a friendly manner. 
If Christian, one of the owners, is at the bar and you like 
alcoholic beverages, ask him to prepare a “Cachimbo” and 
be surprised by the special way a Brazilian classic is served. 
Bookings: (21) 2495 1229.

NAN CARIOCA

A Hidden Jewel

NAN HIRSCH

AUTOMATIC EXCHANGE OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
and INSTRUÇÃO NORMATIVA RFB 1627 
Recently two items of legislation have come to light that 
may be of interest to, or affect members of the English-
speaking community and readers of The Umbrella.

The first piece of legislation is international, coming 
from the OECD Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development: Automatic Exchange 
of Financial Account Information implements the 
OECD´s Common Reporting Standard System (CRS).

The OECD Automatic Exchange is a multi-country 
agreement whereby countries will exchange 
information about holders of accounts and financial 
investments held in one country although the account 
holder is domiciled in another. As an example, starting 
in 2017 and based on data from year 2016, the UK tax 
authorities (HMRC) will provide information to the 
Brazilian tax authorities about accounts and financial 
investments held by Brazilian tax payers in the UK. 
In 2018, based on year 2017, it is foreseen that Brazil 
will provide similar information to all other countries 
covered by the OECD Agreement. 

It is still unclear exactly what information will be 
provided, for instance in terms of the size of bank 
balances and value of other holdings. Moreover, there 
are ongoing discussions about privacy, and whether 
financial institutions may only provide information 
if permitted by the account holder. This is a very grey 
area.

The second regulation is Brazilian: Instrução 
Normativa RFB 1.627 dated 11th March 2016, issued 
by the Brazilian Federal Treasury (IN RFB 1.627/16), 
based on Lei 13.254/2016 promulgated 14th January 
2016.

IN RFB 1.627/16 was issued by the Brazilian federal 
treasury to regulate the statute which permits 
repatriating capital and assets held abroad by persons 
with Brazilian domiciles. The law calls for voluntary 
declarations of assets, including real and personal 
property and monetary investments. The value of assets 
denominated in foreign currency will be converted 

into Reais based on the 31st December 2014 exchange 
rate of R$2,65/US$1.00. (This is advantageous to those 
declaring the assets, when compared to the current 
(late June) rate of R$3,40 per dollar. The total value of 
the assets will be taxed at a rate of 30% and the persons 
making the declaration must refile their income tax 
returns for calendar year 2015 showing their assets’ 
value at year-end 2014 and 2015. Taxpayers must also 
pay personal income tax on revenue or income received 
abroad and not previously declared. The deadline for 
filing is 30th October 2016.

At the time of the enactment of the statute, newspapers 
reported that the government was predicting 
repatriation revenues of R$60 billion (US$20-30 
billion), based on an estimated US$100 billion of 
overseas investments and assets to be declared. In May 
of this year Valor Econômico published a note claiming 
that RFB was considering making alterations to the 
statute to make it more attractive; as yet, nothing has 
been decided. The same note stated that 180 applicants 
had already subscribed to the programme and the 
estimated revenue was US$4 billion, well below the 
initial forecast.

All the above information is public and available on the 
OECD and HMRC web sites or taken from the press, 
but the author [and the Editors] would be grateful for 
any comments or corrections.  
By George Stilgoe

Finances

A weekly celebration of the Holy Eucharist meets in the street, in front of Magazine Leader on 
Rua Uruguaiana, with the homeless community on Saturday evenings from 6 to 7 pm. The mass is 
followed by the distribution of a simple lanche to the women, children and men who live in the 
street. 
Please come worship with us. All are welcome. See you in the street!

Bishop Celso

IGREJA NA RUA 
Saturdays 6 to 7 pm

Rua Uruguaiana
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Dear Editor,

The other evening, inspired (if that’s the 
right word) by the style of the C19 verses 
quoted in the book I’m currently enjoying 
(“The Ruling Caste - Imperial Lives in the 
Victorian Raj”) I composed the following 
piece of doggerel. It has absolutely no 
pretensions towards poetry, of course, but 
I thought that it might amuse some of your 
readers.

Ode to Brazil in 2016

Disorder and regression

Obscure our sunny skies 
The constant corruption 
And the politicians’ lies. 
 
And yet this is a country 
Which could much better do: 
It puts us in a quandary - 
To leave, or just to rue. 
 
Let’s hope that the next years 
Bring better news, and hope: 
So we can forget the fears, and all the tears, 
And know that we can cope.

By Robin Evans

Monkey Business

1) Dear Editor..................................................
Congratulations on yet another beautiful 
issue of The Umbrella! 

May I contribute a comment? The monkey 
on the cover is not a Howler Monkey, but 
rather a “macaco-prego-de-peito-amarelo” 
or Yellow-breasted Capuchin (Sapajus 
xanthosternos). But the photograph is 
outstanding and must have been a success.

Pedro Solberg

2) Dear Editor.......................... ........................ 
I think the photo credits should say where the 
picture was taken. I also had my doubts and I 
asked Fiona. She took the picture in the Parque 
Lage, and I didn’t think there were howlers 
there - a howler monkey is very different. 

Chris Hieatt

3) Dear Editor ................................... ............. 
Chris Hieatt had already questioned 
whether or not it was a howler monkey. 
From the depths of my innocence, I replied I 
didn’t have a clue. Just as well someone had!

Fiona Brown

[Editor’s note: We welcome Pedro’s expertise 
on the urban animals of Rio, be they birds, 
bees, or other fauna. In fact, we have 
already extended an invitation to Pedro to 
share more of this knowledge and interest 
with Umbrella readers. So, in this space, we 
are making the same invitation to ALL our 
readers.]

FROM: THE BRITISH & 
COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OF 
RIO DE JANEIRO

TO: Her Majesty The Queen 
Buckingham Palace 
LONDON SW1A 1AA 
UNITED KINGDOM

Your Majesty, do you remember Rio? 
Rio remembers you. 

Sunday, November 10, 1969, Armistice 
Service in the Anglican Church. 
Together, we paid tribute and swore 
to remember them. You may have 
been missed at the Cenotaph, but were 
cheered in our Church Hall – now the 
Jubilee Hall. In the afternoon, it was off 
to the football. Maracanã stadium came 
alive and the “king” Pelé was taken 
off early, so he could make himself 
presentable for the trophy ceremony. 
Headline writers had their day: king, 
Queen, football. 

That was many years ago, and as we 
look back, we know that your example 
of selflessness, kindness, modesty and 
care for the common weal will endure 
long into the future. 

On this singular occasion, the British 
and Commonwealth Society of Rio de 
Janeiro sends you our warmest wishes 
and our thanks for being a beacon of 
greatness to so many, spread far and 
wide. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Philip S. Carruthers
Chairman

FROM: BUCKINGHAM PALACE
6th June, 2016

TO: Mr Jonathan Dunn

Dear Mr Dunn,
The Queen has asked me to 
thank you for your kind letter 
on behalf of the Members of the 
British and Commonwealth 
Society of Rio de Janeiro, on 
the occasion of a Party which 
is being held on 11th June 
to celebrate Her Majesty’s 
ninetieth birthday.

The Queen was most 
interested to learn of the 
history of the Society in 
supporting British and 
Commonwealth com-
munities within Rio de 
Janeiro.

Her Majesty much 
appreciated your thought-
ful message and, in 
return, sends her warm 
good wishes to all those who will 
be present for a most memorable and 
enjoyable gathering.

Yours Sincerely,
Christopher Sandamas
Chief Clerk to The Queen

Royal Exchange .Letters to the Editor

The British and Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro 

RUA  REAL GRANDEZA 99, BOTAFOGO, RIO DE JANEIRO, CEP 22281-030 

TEL: 2537-6695 FAX: 2538-0564  e-mail: bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br 

CNPJ: 33.716572/0001-20   www.bcsrio.org.br 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON

CliniCal PsyChologist. ExPEriEnCE with ExPatriatEd and Cross-Cultural issuEs. 
livEd many yEars ovErsEas: Canada, singaPorE, uK and usa. 

PraCtiCE at Botafogo - rua voluntários da Pátria 190. 
aPPointmEnt By PhonE +55 (21) 99966.9494 
or Email vivianEriChardson@gmail.Com

PORTUGUESE AND ENGLISH TEACHER
LUIZ SOUZA

QualifiEd ma in aPPliEd linguistiCs. ClassEs at your PlaCE or worK - PhonE +55 (21) 987376899 or Email: souZa.luiZ1963@gmail.Com

Condé Clinic 
Women’s Helthcare Center  
Obstetrics Gynecology  
Medical, nutritional, 
physiotherapy services 
and tests. Preventive care 
Vaccine center 

Shopping Cassino Atlântico, Copacabana 
phones: +55 21 3802-6331 / 99934-6331  
www.clinicaconde.com.br

Mountain Hideaway
House in Teresópolis highlands: 

1 suite + 2 double bedrooms. 
sleeps 6-8. fully equipped 

kitchen, sky TV, all linens. Perfect 
for golfers, walkers, bikers and 
loafers. Overlooks golf course. 

2 kms shops. min. stay 2 nights. 
info: Jeni: 99215-5523, or 

jbodmanmorris@gmail.com
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Classified ads
SERVICES

Calendar
The only authentic

Thai restaurant
in Rio!

All credit cards accepted

Rua Rainha Guilhermina 95B - Leblon
Open Mondays from 7pm to Midnight

Tuesdays to Thursdays from 12pm to Midnight
Fridays and Saturdays from 12pm to 1 am

Sundays from 12 pm to 10:30 pm

e-mail: namthai@namthai.com.br
www.namthai.com.br

Reservations and delivery:
21 2259-2962

JULY

16 Sat.: CCC Intra-Club, Itaguaí

16 Sat.: Alpha Celebration Barbecue (in the Vicarage) 

18 Mon.: SCM Concert, Christ Church

22 Fri.: TBS last day of Term 1

27 Wed.: WDA Jumble Sale

AUGUST

05 Fri.: Start of the Olympics

13 Sat.: Christ Church fun day to celebrate the Olympic   
..............Games (more details to follow) 
21 Sun.: End of the Olympics

24 Wed.: TBS First day of Term 2

27 Sat.: CCC Intra-Club, Itaguaí

SEPTEMBER

07 Wed.: Holiday. Brazilian Independence

07 Wed.: Start of Paralympic Games

17 Sat.: BCS Beatles Night, Jubilee Hall

18 Sun.: End of Paralympic Games

OCTOBER

12 Wed.: Holiday. N. Sra. Aparecida

NOVEMBER 

02 Wed.: Holiday. All Souls’ Day

15 Tues.: Holiday. Proclamation of the Republic

20 Sun.: Black Conscience Day

DECEMBER

21 Wed.: TBS Last day of Term 2

25 Sun.: Christmas Day

POST NATAL SUPPORT to mothers giving birth 
without family around and Support to Expats arriv-
ing in Rio de Janeiro, needing help with first steps to 
start life in a new country. Vania Franca: 
vanpfranca@gmail.com - www.vaniafranca.com

Private Portuguese classes for foreigners. 
Lessons tailored to your needs. Classes after 6:00pm 
during the week. At weekends or during the olympics 
the whole day. Andréa - 99983-3363.

EWA PROCTER

O AMOR PERDOA TUDO, INCLUSIVE O CASAMENTO

Marriage, this age-old institution, is still 
a theme for many plays written these 
days! Tragic, dramatic or comic, marriage 
continues as a universal subject to be 
exploited by different writers, in theatre 
and in literature, bringing different views 
on two people who decide to share their 
lives with each other.

“O Amor Perdoa Tudo, Inclusive O 
Casamento” deals with marriage and 
separations. The couple in this play is 
married, but has separated eight times 
when the play starts! They are now having 
yet another go, and it brings back again 
all their differences – differences that 
pertain to male and female attitudes, both 
individually and in a joint life. I believe that 
the audience shares their kinds of behavior, 
as they recognize themselves and their 
partners in the characters in the play.

The title already starts with a cynical view of 
their situation, as it says that “love forgives 
everything, including marriage.” A fact 
or a fable? I will leave my readers to have 
their own opinion on this matter! However, 
according to Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), 
“Marriage has many pains, but celibacy has 
no pleasures”.

This comedy, adapted by Fabrício 
Carpinejar and Cláudia Tajes from an 
original work by Carpinejar himself, is a 
play that gets the audience to laugh non-
stop. The seventy minutes it lasts show 
us the differences between a man and a 
woman who are in love, but who never give 
up their own habits in order to please their 
partner. It goes from what they like to wear 
at different times to the way they behave 
towards their mothers-in-law! There are 

precise observations on human behavior 
as a whole, as well as an unexpected 
conclusion about a love relationship in 
this day and age. The author’s view of the 
world, besides being contemporary, is also 
humorous, intelligent, provocative and, last 
but not least, surprising.

Alexandra Richter and Mouhamed 
Harfouch play the main rôles. Alexandra 
is a well-known comedienne who for three 
years starred in another successful play 
about a couple, “A História de Nós Dois”. 
Mouhamed was last seen in “Ou Tudo ou 
Nada” (“The Full Monty”) that I reviewed 
for “The Umbrella” in December 2015.  
But there is a third member of this cast 
who deserves special mention: Marcelo 
Aquino. He plays extremely different roles, 
such as both mothers-in-law, a dwarf, a 
psychiatrist; and each of his appearances 
brings the house down!

The set by Marcos Flaksman and costumes 
by Marcelo Olinto – basically a bare space 
with a number of chairs and two closets full 
of different clothes – situate the couple in 
their home, where each one of them has a 
separate place for his/her own things. The 
actors change these costumes in full view 
of the audience, and it also adds to the fun!

Ary Coslov, a very well-known TV and 
theatre director of both comedies and 
dramas, some of which I reviewed for “The 
Umbrella” in the past (“A Estufa”, October, 
2014; “Relações Aparentes”, February, 2016), 
has this time exceeded himself. There is no 
flaw in what is presented to the audience; 
the timing is excellent at all times! So, if you 
wish to have a relaxed evening and a lot of 
good laughs, this play fits the bill!

“O Amor Perdoa Tudo, Inclusive o 
Casamento” is playing at the Teatro do 
Leblon – Sala Fernanda Montenegro, 
Rua Conde Bernadotte, 26, Leblon. The 
performances take place from Thursday 
to Saturday, at 9pm, and on Sundays at 
8pm. Tickets cost R$60 (sixty Reais) 
on Thursdays, R$70 (seventy Reais) on 
Fridays and Sundays, and R$80 (eighty 
Reais) on Saturdays, with a 50% (fifty 
percent) discount for students and 
senior citizens. However, due to the 
recent law about this discount, it would 
be wise to check this through the theatre 
telephone 2529-7700. Censorship is age 
twelve. There is paid car parking at the 
theatre, as well as a number of places 
on side streets. Taxis are available at 
the theatre door after the performance. 
The theatre is located inside a gallery, 
where there is a book store, a café, 
and several restaurants. If you wish to 
have a meal before or after the show, 
there are also a number of places on 
Rua Conde Bernadotte itself. However, 
pay attention, because there is a play 
at the other theatre located inside the 
same gallery with a similar title, also 
dealing with marriage, called “Até que o 
Casamento nos Separe”!

“O Amor Perdoa Tudo, Inclusive o 
Casamento” is scheduled to run until the 
31st of July. It is a very successful comedy, 
and it seems to be most appealing, as I 
am told it is always quite full. However, I 
believe it is also possible to buy through the 
Internet.

 (*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a 
theatre translator, and Vice-President of the 
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

THEATRE

Alexandra Richter and Mouhamed Harfouch



20


