
1

Read all about it
inside in 4Corners

 the.umbrella@terra.com.br

Produced by the British & Commonwealth Society of
Rio de Janeiro for the English-speaking Community

Vol XIX - M
ay 2013



32

May has turned out to be a very busy month 
around the Community, with two holidays 
(May Day and Corpus Cristi) and a plethora 
of activities on the third weekend of the 
month. From the cover you’ll know that 
Friday the 17th will be the 2013 edition of 
the Beatles Night, organised this year as in 
the past by Martin Hester. Headlining the 
party, also as in the past, is The Midnight 
Hour band, led by Neville Thorley, whom 
we were lucky enough to interview. 

During that same weekend, the British 
School will host its 11th annual Model 
United Nations program, where students 
from TBS and EARJ will be engaged in 
debating myriad topics of international 
interest. For those who are less studious and 
can get out of town up to Teresópolis that 
weekend, the St Andrew Society (SAS) and 
MOGA (Macaé Oil and Gas Association) 
will hold The Quaich and the Challenge, 
not to mention the Aberdeen Cup. Those of 
you staying in Rio can learn about cachaça 
and boteco food at a fantastic InC event 
to be held on Saturday evening the 18th in 
Barra da Tijuca. Whew! 

The following weekend, though, no 
decisions are needed, because all our 
readers will want to show up at America’s 
Day! This is the American Society Rio’s 
biggest event of the year, held on Saturday, 

May 25th at the Gávea campus of the 
American School, where Americans and 
their friends can feel right at home, as if they 
were celebrating Memorial Day (summer’s 
unofficial opening holiday), the Fourth of 
July (summer’s biggest holiday) and Labor 
Day (summer’s unofficial closing holiday). 
It’s a picnic plus, with scrumptious 
American food and lots of fun things to do 
for the whole family. We’re also extremely 
pleased to announce that ArizonA, the 
band we know so well from years past, will 
once again entertain us with its distinctive 
country rock pop sound. As last month’s 
Umbrella readers know, Emmanuel 
Gilligan, the band’s lead vocalist, was shot 
and badly injured in early March, but is 
now slowly but steadily getting better. The 
band, troupers all, played at the Benefit 
Concert held at the Jubilee Hall last month 
to raise money for the rehabilitation fund. 
The American Society has announced 
that the proceeds from its big America’s 
Day raffle will also go towards that fund. 
The Quondam (who will be there, hiding 
behind a mike) encourages one and all to 
spend a fun Saturday afternoon with your 
friends and family, and help support an 
extremely worthy cause. 

Otherwise, we’re happy to see that Nan is 
back, RioLife Redux is back, the Culture 

Vulture is alive and flapping, and we’ve 
got letters. Our publisher the BCS have so 
much to report they’ve merited their own 
section. We’ve also included a few non-
legalese words about the rights of domestic 
workers; big changes in Brazilian home life 
are coming, and we’ll try to keep you up to 
date with them in future months. Sadly, we 
also have several passings from our midst 
to relay to our readers. 

Did we mention that, if you go online you 
can read this issue, and previous ones, in 
colour? We didn’t? Well, just open your 
browser and click on <www.bcsrio.org.br> 
and you’ll see what we see when we put the 
paper together.
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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

MICHAEL ROYSTER

Busy, Busy, Busy
BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY (BCS)

THE 2013 BEATLES 
EVENING!!! FRIDAY, MAY 17TH 

They need a Little Help from their 
friends so we’d like to invite you all 
to come along on Friday, 17th May at 
7:30pm to the “cool” Jubilee Hall (air 
conditioned for your comfort!) for an 
evening of  Beatles Songs from 2 Bands, 
a duo, guest singers, harmonious 
harmonies from Martin & his choir, an 
audience singalong session & a rousing 
finale!

The evening will be anchored by 
Neville Thorley’s professional and very 
competent Midnight Hour Band, who 
play Beatles cover which sounds just 
like the original. They will be joined 
by guest singers – and particularly 
Robin Brown (who wouldn’t miss the 
chance for worlds). Then there will 
be a band from the British School, 
under the guidance of Andy Casterton, 
the Beatles Choir from the SCM 
conducted by Martin Hester, and the 
duo Mark ‘n Kev (Mark Archer and 
Kevin Wick). The evening has to start 
and end early because of the sound 
restrictions in the Jubilee Hall, but like 
that it makes a great evening for the 
family.

To paraphrase John’s famous words 
during a Royal Variety Performance – 
those of you over 64 in the front can 
rattle your Zimmer frames & tap your 
walking sticks. You lot in the middle 
can sing along & the kids at the back 
can Twist & Shout.

Right, roll up now! For a small charge 
(BCS members R$20, non-members 
R$25, under 18s R$15) you can enjoy 
the show – and get to try your luck in 
the annual Beatles raffle.

Singing & dancing positively 
encouraged. Buy your drinks from our 
cash bar & order your pizza etc. for the 
interval from local delivery services.  
And no need to worry about Rita, the 
Meter Maid. There’s free onsite, secure 
parking. Phone 2537.6695 or e-mail 
<bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br> the BCS office 

to confirm your presence so we’ll know 
how much beer & wine to order.

Grateful thanks to Martin, Neville, 
Robin, Mark ‘n Kev and Andy from 
the School.

Thanks also to John, Paul, George & 
Ringo for their help with the music.

So Please, Please us & yourselves & 
show up on 17th May.

[HISTORICAL NOTE: The Beatles 
Nights in the Community have always 
been coordinated musically by Martin 
Hester – the first was in 1981 at the 
Paissandú Club, then in 1987 at both 
the Paissandú and the Jubilee Hall. This 
century, we have had Beatles Nights 
in 2009, 2010, last year and now this. 
Except for the very first, they have also 
had Robin and Neville participating.]

QBP 2013
The BCS is pleased to confirm that The 
Queen’s Birthday Party 2013 will take 
place on Saturday 8 June in the Jubilee 
Hall starting at 4 pm. It should be a 
respectful moment to reflect on our 
Queen who is now 87 years old and one 
of the longest-reigning monarchs in 
British history: 61 years on the throne. 
So there’s plenty to celebrate. The idea 
is to have a lovely party for all ages. 
See the poster on the back cover of 
this edition of the Umbrella, and go to 
<www.bcsrio.org.br> for more details.

AMERICAN SOCIETY RIO 
(AMSOC)

SAVE THE DATE! 
SATURDAY, MAY 25TH 

AN ANNUAL FAVORITE 
FOR ONE AND ALL: IT’S 
AMERICA’S DAY
It’s family picnic party time and you 
don’t even have to bring a basket! On 
Saturday, May 25th, American Society 
Rio will present, as it does each and every 
year, its biggest celebration of American 
life here in Rio – America’s Day. It will 

take place from noon to 4:00pm on 
the green field of the Gávea campus 
of the American School of Rio de 
Janeiro (EARJ).

Want music? We’ve got the River 
Country Trio, featuring Americans 
Tony Lupidi, Steve Yolen and Peter 
Warner, performing traditional 
American bluegrass and gospel. Want 
more music? Comin’ right up with 
Banda ArizonA, back by popular 
request from America’s Day 2011 and 
2012, with their mix of rock, country, 
pop and more.

Want great eats? Can’t get more 
American than grilled hamburgers and 
hot dogs served with catsup, mustard 
and real pickle relish, now can you! 
There’ll also be the usual side dishes 
of potato and other salads, Garytos 
tortilla chips and many more yummy 
goodies, maybe even burritos (we’re 
workin’ on it)!

But by now you’re thinkin’, “What 
about fun for the kids?” No problem! 
We’ve got a set of tables run by 
volunteers who will guarantee to keep 
all the young ‘uns happy as clams all 
afternoon. We’ll also have plenty of 
family games, such as egg toss and 
three-legged races. If you’re lucky, 
you might find yourself pitching a few 
horsehoes!

Want to win some terrific raffle prizes? 
We’ve got loads of those, including 
weekends, home decorations, meals 
and all manner of other nifty stuff. 
Raffle tickets will be available for 
purchase on the day of the event. 
Naturally, the more you buy, the better 
your chances to win! All proceeds from 
our raffles go to support charitable 
organizations in Rio de Janeiro. 

Where is the idyllic Ilha das Flores?

http://www.bcsrio.org.br
http://www.bcsrio.org.br
http://www.earj.com.br/
http://rivercountrytrio.com/River_Country_Trio/River_Country_Trio.html
http://rivercountrytrio.com/River_Country_Trio/River_Country_Trio.html
http://www.tortillas.com.br/
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America’s Day 2012 admission is 
free for all kids through age 6, R$20 
for those 7-12 and R$40 for paid up 
American Society members; non-
members pay R$60. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door.

So, if you’re in the mood for a really 
good, family fun afternoon, one where 
it seems almost like the America you 
knew back when (probably most of you 
didn’t have the palm trees), come out 
and join us on Saturday, May 25th! 

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL 
(OLM)
We are pleased to advise that Dr. 
Charles Richard Lyndaker, PhD, 
has returned to Our Lady of Mercy 
School as Superintendent. This is his 
second mandate. OLM welcomes Dr. 
Lyndaker, and is very happy to have 
him back!

During the month of April, we had 
an International Children’s Book 
Day!   This motivates our students 
from various nationalities to read and 
buy good books. We also had our 
second Book Fair this school year 
from April 16-19 in the John Cahill III 
Multimedia Center here at OLM. 

From April 21 to 25, OLM sent over 
100 elementary students (1st-5th 
grades), to Nosso Recanto Camp, 
near Campos do Jordão, where they 
have enjoyed the beautiful natural 
environment and participated in sports 
and activities.

During May 19-24, Middle School 
students will be participating in 
a Friendship Festival. The main 
purpose of the FRIENDSHIP 
FESTIVAL for OLM Middle 
School students is to offer them an 
opportunity to develop competence 
in the physical, emotional, and social 
areas of development. 

On May 18, thirty five OLM students, 
accompanied by their families, will be 
receiving their First Communion, at 
Colégio Santo Inácio at 10am.

On May 29, at 9am, 11 students 
from OLM will be having their 
Confirmation. On June 1, at 10am, 
other members of the OLM community 
will also receive Confirmation. Both 
celebrations will be held in the OLM 
school chapel by Rio de Janeiro 
Bishops, Dom Antonio Augusto Dias 
Duarte and Dom Nelson Francelline.

RIO INTERNATIONAL CLUB 
(InC)
Saturday, May 18th

Caipirinhas and Brazilian 
Comidinhas

This is InC’s first ever Caipirinhas e 
Comidinhas evening for fund-raising 
purposes. There will be a cachaça 
tasting, so you can get to know (and 
learn to distinguish) between silver, 
gold and aged cachaças, accompanied 
by plenty of typical Brazilian “boteco” 
food: codfish balls, shrimp meat and 
cheese pastries, sausages and onions, 
black bean soup and other favorites. 

There will be live Brazilian music to 
keep you in the mood for fun. And, as 
always, raffle prizes!

The time is from 8 to 11 pm, at a private 
residence in Barra.

RSVP is essential: Contact Kate at: 
<acornlodge@hotmail.com> and you’ll 
be able to get details.

The cost is just R$100 and, as with all 
our fundraisers, the proceeds go to InC 
and its charities. 

Everyone is welcome! So, invite your 
friends to come along and enjoy a 

“botequim” atmosphere in the comfort 
of a home. 

Gourmet Cooking classes 
continue!

One of the luckiest days of recent years 
for the InC was when, at a Gastronomic 
Festival in Búzios, back in 2011, French 
Chef David Mansaud fell deeply 
in love with Brazil. He caught the 
famous “bug” that has bitten so many 
of us ever since Pedro Alves Cabral 
discovered Brazil 513 years ago…

Late last year David was introduced 
to us through our member Helene 
Buob and has opened up his heart 
by giving not only his time but a nice 
discount to our members and has also 
made donations towards our activities 
and Charities.  In this same generous 
spirit he will now be sharing prize 
recipes and cooking techniques with 
the privileged members who will 
be treating themselves to some very 
memorable Saturday evenings.  

On Saturday May 25th and Saturday 
June 1st, David and the InC   will 
be hosting two Saturday evening 
Cooking Classes and a three course, 
candlelight dinner.  

These are fund raising events and the 
venue will be in the home of one of our 
members. We will begin with a trial 
class but the idea is for this class to be 
the beginning of a series of 6 expert 
cooking classes lasting several months. 
After the six classes are completed in 
November, we will have an incredible 
weekend in  Angra  where happy 
gourmets will meet up and each cook 
what they have chosen as their favorite.

The main idea is to have couples 
participate—ladies cook one week and 
gents the next. The expert cooking class 
will last for three hours (only one of the 

partners will be cooking) and David 
will teach us techniques that can easily 
be reproduced in the home and will 
make you look like an absolute genius 
in the kitchen. Students will also learn 
table setting techniques and about the 
wines that will be served.

Besides the cooking class, you will 
get (1) a kit which includes an Apron 
and Hat, a cutting board,  knives  and 
hopefully some extra surprises; (2) a 
three course meal with food selected 
and prepared by David. The duration 
of the dinner will be 2 hours and (3) 
wines that have been harmonized by 
our Chef to accompany the meals plus 
other drink options.

The price of the introductory dinner, 
including the cooking class and all the 
food and drink (wine included) per 
couple is R$ 275, which also includes 
a small donation to the InC for its 
charity fundraising efforts.

Should you decide to join us for the full 
six month Course, Classes and Dinners, 
there is a total cost of  R$1.750  (R$ 
1650 for the dinners and R$100 for the 
culinary kit that will be yours to use in 
the class and then keep.)

We will have places available 20 couples. 
The classes will be on two different 
Saturdays each month, making it easier 
for you to travel and not miss a class. If 
you must miss a class, we will be able to 
find substitutes if you give us advance 
notice. You can pay all at once or pay in 
three installments once every 60 days.

When thinking of Rio de Janeiro in the 
future, this will surely be an experience 
you will long remember—you will have 
studied cooking under a famous French 
Chef! Please RSVP to  <president@
incrio.org.br>    as soon as possible 
and let me know if you would like to 
come to just the first event or if you 
would like to sign up for the series of 
six classes.

OTHER InC EVENTS 
DURING MAY AND 
EARLY JUNE:

(go to <www.incrio.org.br> for more 
details and more events)

Thursday, May 9th is our regular 
Thursty Thirsday, at Route 66, on Rua 
Conde de Bernadotte 26 in Leblon, 

starting (as always) at 7:30 pm. Don’t 
miss fabulous tex-mex food and Happy 
Hour drinks galore.

Tuesday, May 14th at our regular 
Cafezinho in Barra da Tijuca, Dra. 
Adiane Mitidiero will be talking about 
the new law regulating household 
workers—maids, nannies, caseiros 
and more; you won’t want to miss this 
important event! As always, cafezinhos 
begin at 10:30 am.

Thursday, May 16th starting at 7:30 
pm, we will have our regular Speaker 
Series at Midrash Cultural Center 
in Leblon. This month our speaker 
is Melissa Mello e Souza, who will 
discuss what it means to be “American” 
vs what it means to be “Brazilian” in 
an imaginative sense. Melissa will 
illustrate her talk with well known 
art works from the identity-creating 
periods of Brazilian and American 
development, showing how the arts-
-painting, literature--contributed to 
establishing a sense of identity and 
belonging in two new nations.

Tuesday, May 21st, starting at 10:30 am, 
we continue our Cafezinho Doctors 
Series of talks, this week month on 
dermatology—skin care is more 
difficult in the tropics than most of us 

know, you’ll definitely want to pick up 
some tips! RSVP Ellen at <tbwelsh@
igc.org>. Further information on venue 
from <inquiries@incrio.org.br>. 

Tuesday, June 4th, will see our New 
Members Meeting, at a venue to be 
announced, starting (but you know this 
already, don’t you!) at 10:30 am. You 
don’t have to be new to attend, come 
along and make some new friends!

Saturday, June 8th (date to be 
confirmed) another fundraising 
evening of good cheer!

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION (WDA)

Jumble Sale: We are now only two 
months away from the WDA Jumble 
Sale. Please note that the event is 
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
10th July, from 10 am until noon.  

We wish to thank those of you who 
have already sent along donations in 
response to our appeal.  The ladies 
of the WDA who are responsible for 
receiving the donations are now busy 
separating the different items; pricing 
them and setting aside any articles 
considered suitable for sale on our 
White Elephant Stall at the end of the 
year.  See photo. 

When you have the time, please make 
a good search around the house 
for items of clothing you no longer 
need, household articles including 
ornaments, toys, jigsaw puzzles etc. 
The success of the event depends on the 
amount of donations made – the more 
we receive, the more we shall be able 
to help the different charities at the end 

Chef David Mansaud

WDA ladies at work

mailto:acornlodge@hotmail.com
http://www.incrio.org.br
mailto:tbwelsh@igc.org
mailto:tbwelsh@igc.org
mailto:inquiries@incrio.org.br
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of the year. Anything you send along to 
us will be most welcome.  If you donate 
any electrical appliances it would be 
much appreciated if you could please 
check that they are in working order.  
Deliveries can be made any day during 
the week to Karen, secretary, Christ 
Church, telephone 2226-7332, from 
11am to 2 pm  or to the BCS secretary, 
Gaynor,  telephone 2537-6695 , any 
time between 8.30 am  and 4.30 pm.  
Please remember that between 2 pm 
and 3.30 pm when school finishes, cars 
are not allowed into the grounds. 

Marmalades, pickles and chutneys:  
These products are available any day 
during the week and especially on 
Tuesday mornings or on Sunday after 
the Church service.   Please let your 
friends and neighbours know about 
our products. Our prices are very good; 
all the ingredients are natural and they 
are made from English recipes.  
 
Empty Jars: Many of our readers 
automatically return their empty 
marmalade, pickles and chutney jars 
for re-use, which is much appreciated.  
If you have any of these empty jars 
lying around the kitchen could you 
please send them to us together with 
the metal tops. Many thanks!

SAINT ANDREW SOCIETY

Golf Galore! May 18th, 2013 

The annual SAS x MOGA 
championship is held in Teresópolis 
and Búzios on alternative years. 
The Quaich is held in Teresópolis 
annually. Every two years they 
coincide and a fantastic party 
ensues—and this is one of those 
years! IRM Services sponsor the after 
game lunch, drinks and prize giving 
which is abused by all present. The 
Quaich prize cup has been competed 
for since 1928 and the winner’s name 
has been engraved on the base every 
year since, except for some of the 
Second World War years. The SAS 
versus MOGA match is usually 
won by MOGA in Búzios and SAS 

in Teresopolis, but it is always very 
close. The Teresópolis golf club also 
hold their Aberdeen Cup on the 
same day. This is a local version of 
the Quaich and guarantees that even 
more people enjoy the after game 
partying! 

SAS x MOGA and The Quaich: 
Teresópolis Golf Club, May 18th, 
2013. Green fee is R$150 for non 
TGC members and covers a practice 
round on Friday, the match on 
Saturday and a free round on Sunday. 
Anyone interested in playing should 
contact Philip Healey (SAS) on 
8164 6464,  <healeyphil@gmail.com> 
or Rob McInnes (MOGA) at (22) 
2105-2800 or cell + (22) 8138-3376 
or  <robert@irmserv.com.br>. Those 
wishing to stay in Teresópolis over 
the weekend (recommended) can 
obtain discounts at two locations:

Taverna do Golfe – R$ 170 for a 
couple with breakfast. Discount 
of 5% for one night or 10% for two 
nights. No service charge.

Hotel Alpina – Discount of 15%. 
Couple with breakfast: Room with 
a veranda = R$ 410 (R$ 348,50 with 
discount) or Standard room = R$ 375 
(R$ 318.75 after discount). There is a 
10% service charge added.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Wikipedia 
defines a quaich as “a special kind of 
shallow two-handled drinking cup or 
bowl in Scotland.” The encyclopedia 
goes on to state that “Commemorative 
quaichs awarded as prizes, or given 
as gifts, are more commonly made of 
pewter or silver. These prize cups are 
rarely used for actual drinking.” The 
Rio de Janeiro Saint Andrew Society 
Quaich, which dates from 1928,   is 
indeed made of solid silver, but is 
most definitely also used for “actual 
drinking”. The annual winner of the 
Quaich is presented with a bottle of 
whisky, which is emptied into the 
Quaich. The winner then carries 
the Quaich by its two handles and 
offers it to all present for a reviving 
sip (or gulp). This is an old tradition, 
similar to the Viking drinking horns. 
In ancient times, at Scottish clan 
gatherings or parties, large quaichs 
filled with whisky were passed 
around the company from person 
to person. This tradition continues 
annually in Teresópolis with both 
the SAS Quaich and the Teresópolis 
“Aberdeen” Quaich being filled 
with whisky and shared by the large 
gathering. 

Philip Healey

SOCIETY OF CHORAL MUSIC 
(SCM)
The SCM choir is now rehearsing for 
its August concert, when they will 
sing Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 
2 in B flat major, Op. 52, called the 
“Lobgesang” or “Hymn of Praise”. It 
was written in 1840 to celebrate the 
400th anniversary of the invention of 
printing, along with the less-known 
Festgesang “Gutenberg Cantata”.

The composer’s description of the 
work was ‘A Symphony-Cantata on 
Words of the Holy Bible, for Soloists, 
Chorus and Orchestra’. Structurally, it 
consists of three orchestral movements 
followed by 11 movements for chorus 
and/or soloists and orchestra, and 
lasts approximately 65–70 minutes in 
total. Having paid an orchestra for the 
Easter concert, when they sang parts of 
Handel’s Messiah, the Society cannot 
afford an orchestra for this one. They 
will sing the 11 movements for chorus 
and soloists accompanied by the organ, 
in Christ Church on Monday 19th 
August, starting at 8pm. 

Mendelssohn is famous for his 
wonderful melodies, and this is one of 
the most beautiful pieces of music he 
wrote. There are many recordings on 
YouTube, but for a taster try <http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY1_18i_
DXg>

THE BRITISH SCHOOL (TBS)

British School of Rio de 
Janeiro Model United 
Nations Conference XI 
(BSRJMUN 11)
It is my pleasure to announce that 
the eleventh annual British School 
Model United Nations conference 
will be taking place from Friday 
17th  to Sunday 19th  of May, 2013, 
starting at 3.30pm at the Urca site. 
The conference is fully organized 
and run by students of the British 
School and aims to simulate United 
Nations sessions where participants 

will be engaged in discussions related 
to real life contemporary issues. The 
conference will run throughout the 
weekend at Urca and lunch and snacks 
will be provided for participants.

Model United Nations provides 
students with a unique opportunity 
to investigate the origin and 
background to problems in the world 
today. Through arduous discussion, 
negotiation and debate, participants 
will be seeking to find solutions to 
issues ranging from human rights to 
armed conflict. This will enable them to 
develop a far better understanding and 
appreciation of global affairs. To date 
more than 200 British school students 
from Urca and Barra have applied to 
take part in various committees. This 
year the topics include the following 
discussions: the North Korean nuclear 
program; legalised euthanasia; rights 
of sex workers; access to health care; 
overfishing; the implications of 
WikiLeaks and many more.

In addition to British School students 
we are expecting the participation of 
delegations from the Pan American 
School from Salvador Bahia, Chapel 
School and St. Nicholas from São 
Paulo, and the American School of Rio 
de Janeiro. Parents are invited to watch 
the conference committees in action 
throughout the Saturday and Sunday 
sessions although due to the large 
numbers of participants we are unable 
to extend this invitation to the opening 
and closing ceremonies.

Dave Williams, Pastoral Director, Urca 
Campus

BRITISH BURIAL FUND (BBF)

AGM
At the end of the Christ Church AGM 
on April 14th, the British Burial Fund 
(BBF) AGM was held, and the Hon 
Treasurer, Chris Hieatt, gave his report. 
Among other things, he mentioned 
that last year was particularly difficult, 
due to demands from the Prefeitura 
arising from the revitalization of the 

port area, where Gamboa is located. 
Various engineering projects were 
demanded, including a “Laudo de 
estabilidade do terreno”, which meant 
drilling bore holes and contracting 
an engineering company. They also 
demanded a drainage project, which 
will mean building extra drainage 
canals in the cemetery, although in 
fact it drains well however heavy the 
rainfall. 

Chris mentioned that he had requested 
various urban services from the 
Prefeitura, such as snail control (there 
is an infestation of African snails), 
and removal of rubble and garbage 
thrown down into the cemetery by 
the neighbouring favela houses. He 
also complained of drainage pipes 
from favela houses straight into the 
cemetery, and cracks in the wall due 
to the houses built on the favela side.  
The Prefeitura representatives came 
once to inspect the snails, once to look 
at the crack in the wall, and along with 
the Defesa Civil, refused to remove the 
rubble, and otherwise have taken no 
action. 

Chris ended by saying that the accounts 
show an operational loss for the year, 
mainly due to the cost of the above 
engineering projects, and reduced 
income, but the Fund ended the year 
showing solid growth. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION (RBL)
First, the Branch Committee would 
like to thank the members who have 
renewed their membership and 
particularly those who included a 
donation. You will all receive a letter of 
acknowledgment as we work through 
the list. 

As everyone knows the RBL supports 
needy service personnel and their 
families.   Its resources come from 
collections and particularly the Poppy 
Appeal held in the two weeks run up to 
Remembrance Sunday.  There are other 
charitable organisations that do similar 
work for service personnel, one being 
the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s and 
Families Association (SSAFA).  SSAFA 
has been nominated as the Charity 
supported by the large UK defence 
and security fair DSEi in London in 
partnership with ADS trade group; 
many thousands of pounds have been 
raised from attendees at such events.   
“What has this to do with Rio?” you 
may well ask.  I doubt we could engage 
with trade fairs at Riocentro to the 
same extent because we are not in 
the UK, but interestingly last month 
Rio again hosted the Latin America 

Aerospace, Defence and Security trade 
fair, LAAD 2013. 

LAAD 2013 brought together 60 
international delegations and 750 
Defence & Security companies, of which 
120 were Brazilian. In this edition, 
the Brazilian Navy again exposed the 
concept of the “Blue Amazon” and its 
strategic projects for the coming years.  
With the building of four conventional 
and one nuclear submarine and plans 
for constructing many more surface 
ships and a second naval base in the 
north of Brazil, the Brazilian navy is set 
for huge expansion.   Naval manpower 
will rise from its current level of 65,000 
uniformed personnel to over 115,000 
in the mid 2030s, a level last seen in the 
Royal Navy post WW2.  By comparison 
the Royal Navy manpower today is 
planned at a mere 32,000 uniformed 
personnel, half the crowd at a large 
Premier League football ground.    

The Brazilian Army spoke about 
surveillance systems SISFRON, 
PROTEGER, Cyber Defence and its 
family of Guarani armoured vehicles 
whilst the Air Force highlighted its 
strategic projects and the KC-390 
military transport aircraft development 
by Embraer, Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles and missile projects, some of 
which have UK involvement.

The UK fielded a strong visiting 
delegation led by Dr Andrew 
Murrison, Minister for International 
Security Strategy; over 50 UK defence 
and security companies exhibited. The 
show afforded an excellent opportunity 
for UK industry to explore potential 
partnerships with Brazilian companies 
and during the visit the Minister 
had the opportunity to meet many 
Brazilian VIPs including Defence 
Minister Celso Amorim. He made it 
clear the UK is most willing to provide 
further information regarding the 
security planning for the Olympic 
Games, based on London 2012, and the 
initiatives taken to ensure a safe event. 
In the run-up to the major events of 
2014 and 2016 the next LAAD Security 
show will be held in April of next year 
with the major LAAD Defence and 
Security exhibition and conference 
taking place in 2015.

4
corners
and more...

Mendelssohn

BBF Treasurer Chris Hieatt reading his report

mailto:healeyphil@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY1_18i_DXg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY1_18i_DXg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY1_18i_DXg
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Rio Life Redux

[The following article is reprinted, with kind permission, 
from the March 1 - 15, 1989 edition of RioLife. The 
Umbrella also wishes to thank the late author’s son Nick 
Wellington, a BCS member well-known in our community, 
for his gracious permission to publish his father’s early 
material.]

Historian R.A. Wellington, a frequent contributor to 
RioLife, recounts a failed plan to build an underwater 
connection between Rio de Janeiro and Niterói in the last 
century.

In 1875 the idea was conceived of starting a regular 
transport service between Rio de Janeiro, capital of the 
Empire, and the city of Nichteroy (now called Niterói) in 
the neighbouring Province of Rio de Janeiro by means of 
a railway tunnel under Rio bay.

The plan said “General Arrangement of Submerged 
Tunnel Proposed to be placed across the Bay of Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil”, March 1876 (name illegible), London. 

A detailed report entitled “Report on the best method 
to connect Rio de Janeiro and Nichteroy by means of 
a tunnel” was submitted to the government and on 4 
March of the following year, 1877, Decree nº 6.138 
was passed, conceding to its planner, the English 
engineer Hamilton Lindsay-Bucknall, the privilege 
for 50 years for the construction, use and enjoyment 
of this tunnel. 

The ends of the tunnel would be, at the Court end, in 
Praça D. Pedro II, (now XV de Novembro) near the 
Carmo Church, and on the Niterói side, the Largo da 
Igreja de São João (today Praça D. Pedro II, better known 
as Jardim de São João). 

The tunnel was to be five to six meters in diameter and 
five meters high, constructed with iron or steel plates 
joined together with rivets and protected by a lining of 
bricks cemented together with a layer of asphalt. The 
sections would be sent out from England and worked 
upon and mounted in Brazil. When ready, they would 
be joined together, submerged and fixed on the seabed 
in accordance with the most recommended methods of 

hydraulic engineering. The job of placing the sections 
would be carried out with the assistance of a floating 
dock, so as not to interrupt maritime traffic during the 
mounting. 

The single line railway to carry passengers and cargo 
would be meter gauge and trains would be steam-driven. 
The locomotives had to consume their own smoke. There 
would first and second class coaches illuminated day and 
night. 

In accordance with the Decree, the concessionaire had to 
present a general plan of works within one year and begin 
construction of the tunnel four months after approval of 
the plan, then complete the work in four years. 

The project was well received by the Marine Ministry, 
by the Director of Public Works, by the President of 
the Province of Rio de Janeiro and, above all, by the 
Baron of Nova Friburgo, who showed great enthusiasm 
for it. 

In spite of this, engineer Bucknall was unable to raise 
the capital of £500,000 to form his Tunnel Company. As 
a result, work could not be started and the concession 
lapsed. Subsequent attempts to build this tunnel, either 
for rail or motor traffic, came to nothing. 

Whatever happened to the Railway Tunnel under 
Guanabara Bay?

Well... maybe one day...

“The English really have no religion, but 
are a proud and obstinate people.  If you 
oppose them they will persist and make this 
an affair of infinite importance, but if you 
concede to their wishes, the Chapel will be 
built and nobody will ever go near it.”  This 
statement is attributed to a 19th Century 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Rio. 

I quote this, because the truth of the 
sentiment made me laugh out loud. I don’t 
know about all Brits, but certainly for 
myself, if someone tries to ban me from 
doing something I become a great deal 
more tenacious to do it.  It is also a rather 
acute observation of the way many English 
people treat religion.  

The Bishop was talking of a controversy 
raging in Brazil at the time. In 1808 the Royal 
Navy (British) had saved the Portuguese 
Royal family from Napoleon and brought 
them to Brazil.  Wellington then proceeded 
to train the Portuguese military and drive 
Bonaparte out of Portugal and Spain.  In 
return the Brits were given trading rights 
and the right to a burial ground and to 
practice their own religion in Brazil.  
Up to this point only Roman Catholic 

churches were allowed in Brazil and many 
Catholics were concerned for the lowering 
of standards.  The Anglican church became 
the first officially recognised non-Roman 
Catholic church in Brazil.

The nature of the British sense of humour is 
such that I think if I produced a T-Shirt like 
the one below we would wear them with 
pride. 

However, the church was built by 
subscription and has been a thriving 
community ever since. The community has 

changed and we have changed but we are 
still an active place of Christian worship.  
Christ Church provides English language 
services according to the Anglican 
tradition: a caring community and a source 
of help for many.  We have members from 
many different nationalities and many 
different Christian traditions, basically 
united around our desire to Share the Love 
of Christ.  

If you are in need of a place to worship God 
and share Christian fellowship or if you are 
simply curious and in need of friendship 
we are here for you.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our AGM April 14th was a great blessing 
to us. It was amazing to hear reports of so 
much good and Godly activity going on in 
and through our church.  It was super to 
hear about all that we are doing to worship 
and work for God here.  We have all church 
council and church officer positions filled 
and we have three new members on our 
council. We also had a fantastic lunch! I 
have never seen anything like it in a church 
hall, it was very encouraging.  Many thanks 
to everyone who took part on the day, and 
to those who have assumed church council 
positions. Thank you to everyone who is 
part of making our church grow, sharing 
the love of Christ and providing fantastic 
food!”

From the Chaplain

Rev. Ben Phillips

A proud and obstinate people
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CARIOCA STYLE

Hands down, it works!

UFA! [rhymes with loofah, that spongy plant thing used 
for scrubbing]. Just after Carnaval, Hizzoner the Mayor of 
River City inaugurated the first of these units, and he is very 
enthusiastic about the project. The main idea is to prevent 
people from relieving themselves on the streets, especially 
during Carnival: this year, 800 people (5% women!) were 
arrested by the police. 

The acronym stands for “Unidade Fornecedora de Alívio” 
which translates roughly into “Unit Furnishing Alleviation”. 
In plain English, it’s what the French, who’ve been using 
them for years, call a pissoir—an open air urinal for men.

Praiseworthy initiative, no doubt; however, as pointed out 
by journalist Ancelmo Gois, the user has nowhere to wash 
his hands. Aha! Bye, bye, hygiene! What would Dr. Oswaldo 
Cruz say about that? We suspect that, as a bona fide public 
health specialist, he would observe that, by urging the male 
population to use this sanitary urinal as is, the bacteria 
incidence will increase. One problem solved, another one 
appears.

Meanwhile, as it’s free of charge, the UFA! is already a real 
popular success: beggars and suits alike wait in an orderly 
queue in front of it, thus avoiding the R$1,50 customarily 
charged by loos in public places like rail and bus stations. 

Supposedly devoid of odours, due to a special valve directly 
connected to the city’s sewers, the contraption has no door, 
no roof and the legs of the user are not covered either.  Built 
out of steel, it favours security over privacy. It is easy to clean 
and supposedly resistant to vandalism. Comlurb’s orange 
clad garis will be responsible for the loo’s upkeep twice a day. 

Many will defend the project, arguing that it is based on the 
success of the similar one in Amsterdam. But that’s a place 
where temperatures vary from -1° C to 22° C during the 
year, meaning that chances of bacteria proliferating are less 
if a guy doesn’t clean his hands there, compared to Rio de 
Janeiro’s 24° C median. Basic maths thus tell us that chances 
of disease in Rio are a little bit bigger than if we were “going 
Dutch”.

Another aspect: if, without the urinal at hand (so to speak), 
people thought twice (or so we hope) before peeing on the 
streets; but now that it is there, the number of leakers will 
increase, right? Who will profit? Well, we soon may see street 
vendors cruising the queues hawking disposable sanitary 

paper towels or even sanitizer gel. Luckily our imaginative 
Mayor will have litter bins installed nearby.

Have you already formed an opinion about the formidable 
loo? Here comes more information: a three months try-out is 
in the municipality agenda. If approved, other UFA!s will be 
installed in strategic points of the city. After that, the ladies 
will receive the same gift, adapted to their gender, of course. 
Since there are very few women who have no qualms about 
peeing on the street without a shield, they will certainly 
welcome the loo as offered, even without a sink around. 

Nan Carioca

CARIOQUICE CARRIED PERHAPS TOO FAR

ADVERTISE IN 
THE UMBRELLA

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO
BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE: TEL: 21 2539-6695

EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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Brazilian Law
s

MAID’S QUARTERS? 
[Editor’s note: This article does NOT 
constitute legal advice. It merely points 
out aspects of recent Brazilian legislation 
that will affect many Umbrella readers.  
If you wish to know more, you should 
contact an attorney familiar with 
Brazilian labor and employment law. 
There are also several question and 
answer pieces available in Portuguese 
on the internet.]

On April 3rd, the Brazilian Congress 
promulgated Constitutional Amend-
ment No. 72, which expands the 
rights granted by Brazilian labor law 
to domestic employees.  The measure 
has been heralded as the end of 
slavery and denounced as leading to 
mass unemployment. Somewhere in 
between lies the truth. 

But first, don’t panic! The Amendment 
is now law, but almost all of its 
provisions need specific legislation 
and regulation before they affect the 
lives of those who employ domestic 
workers. These measures will take 
time, as lawmakers and bureaucrats 
work out the details. The latest estimate 
is that there will be either 90 or 120 
days before the new measures are fully 
implemented. 

The Amendment now applies to regular 
“domestic workers”: people who work 
in other people’s homes, rather than in 
businesses or non-profit associations.  
This category includes caretakers of 
small children (“babás”) and the aged 
and the infirm; cooks, heavy cleaners 
(“faxineiras”) and “full service” maids 
(“empregadas”); “caseiros” who look 
after people’s homes and gardens and 
dogs, usually (but not always) on 
weekends, and possibly drivers. 

The new legislation does NOT apply 
to “diaristas” meaning people who 
come to work in your home no 
more than twice a week. They are 
not deemed “employees” but rather 
“autônomos” who are independent 
service providers.  If your “faxineira” 
only comes on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, she’s not covered; if you 
regularly have her on Saturdays as 
well, she becomes an employee and 
is covered. 

The new legislation applies both to 
workers who live in your home and to 
those who do not. More importantly, 
living in your home does not count 
as compensation; it’s regarded as 
being for the convenience of the 
employer. This, of course, is true—it’s 
convenient to have someone around 
to change the kitty litter, water the 
plants when you’re away, rush out 
for milk (wine?) at 7pm, babysit the 
kids…you get the picture.

Before we get into the changes, we’ll 
remind our readers of the rights that 
domestic workers currently have 
under the Brazilian Constitution and 
Statutory law. First and foremost, 
they are entitled to be registered 
as employees, and to receive INSS, 
Brazilian Social Security; employers 
must pay a percentage of their salary 
for that benefit. Many employees 
claim they don’t want registration, but 
it’s a dangerous game for employers 
to play because, after the employees 
are fired, they can and will bring suit 
and your failure to register them can 
cause you serious difficulties. 

Second, they already have the right 
to 13th month pay, 30 days paid 

Former BCS stalwarts David and Avril Allen were in Rio in April, 
visiting old friends and colleagues. In the UK they have been doing 
voluntary work with disability sports. This has included partially 
sighted and blind football. In 2010 they got involved with the 
World Blind Football Championships which were held in Hereford, 
England. Avril was coordinator for Brazil and David for Columbia. 
Brazil won the tournament and became World Champions. Last 
year the Brazilian team took part in the Paralympics and did pre-
event training in Manchester where David and Avril again had the 
pleasure of meeting up with them before they went to London and 
became Olympic Champions.

The Brazilian team meet one week a month in Niteroi for training 
and the Allens visited them there. It is a fast and fascinating game 
based on futsal, played with a special ball with a sound mechanism 
inside. This ball is made in Brazilian prisons by the convicts, who 
supply the whole world. 

More information on this worthwhile effort is available 
on the internet, please access the following links: 
<http://www.demotix.com/news/1431998/brazil-wins-gold-5-
side-blind-football-paralympics-2012#media-1431961>; <http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paralympic_association_football; and  
http://www.cbdv.org.br/pagina/futebol-de-5>.

Steve Griffith, former Rio resident and American Society Rio 
Board member, was in town last month visiting his Brazilian 
daughter and her family. Steve left Rio and Brazil in 1983 aboard 
a sailing ship bound for West Palm Beach and stayed in Florida, 
working (still) in travel and hospitality. He’s only been back a 
couple of times since, but Hospitality with a capital H is Happy 
Hour, and the American Society had yet another of its successful 

events on Friday, April 19th, at the new MABS bar and restaurant 
on Avenida Atlantica, where the new and very hospitable owners 
ensured great discounts. Almost 30 people showed up, and our 
local paparazzo assured us some snapshots, including one of Steve 
and his good friend Jim Kappeler, another of our former President 
Lindsay Duval, and another of our regular movers and shakers 
Vanica and Marília. 

2013 Emmanuel Gilligan Benefit Concert

On Friday, April 5th the Jubilee Hall saw almost 150 well wishers 
come and be entertained by some of Rio’s finest musicians, including 
the River Country Trio, Alan Pratt with both Bootleg and BeeLive, 
Tony Rock & the Sette Sisters and, last but very decidedly not 
least, ArizonA!  The concert was organized as a benefit fundraiser 
for Emmanuel Gilligan, founder and lead guitarist of Arizona 
who was shot on March 5th and remains partially paralyzed. The 
Community responded with open hearts and open wallets, and we 
were able to raise a substantial sum towards his recovery efforts, 
not least because the BCS generously donated the use of the Hall. 

Emmanuel continues to recover, slowly but surely, amazing the 
doctors, but not those who have been praying continuously for 
him. As his son said on the night, one of these days, Eman will 
be standing up on stage again, where he belongs! To that, we all 
say, “Amen!” Up-to-date news on Eman’s progress can be found 
at <http://emmanuelguitarman.blogspot.com.br/>. The site also 
contains information on how you can help contribute, so go and 
visit it now.

vacation, termination notice of 30 
days pay, one day per week off work, 
plus a minimum salary fixed by law; 
that salary cannot be reduced.  This 
has become a hot topic now, because 
with the advent of new rules that 
will increase the financial burden 
on employers, many would like to 
reduce the salary and pay the new 
benefits over that lower salary—it 
cannot be done legally. Moreover, if 
your employee lives in your home, 
for free, you cannot now begin to 
charge him or her for that, as if it 
were rent, and deduct that from the 
salary you pay. 

The principal benefits under the 
Amendment are: (a) a working 
week limited to 44 hours; (b) the 
right to overtime and additional 
pay for working night, weekends 
and holidays; (c) payment of the 
FGTS benefit over the salary, plus 
unemployment and job accident 
insurance. The latter may not be 
terribly burdensome, but the first 
two benefits, if implemented, will 
seriously impact many employers, 
most of all those who hire caretakers 
for family members, and those who 
have live-in maids or “caseiros”. 

AFTERWORD. In the interests 
of transparency, the Quondam 
and his family had live-in maids 
from 1978 until early 2011; our 
last, Da. Elisete, served our family 
faithfully for almost 30 years. We 
now have a diarista who comes 
twice a week. 

AroundRio

Left to right: Audrey, David, Avril and Chris

Steve G (right) and Jim K

Vanica R (left) and Marilia S

Michael R and Lindsay D

Actress Isabelle Drummont played a wealthy maid at Globo TV’s novela 
“Cheias de Charme”; could this be a glimpse into the future?

Maid in Brazil

http://emmanuelguitarman.blogspot.com.br/
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AGM 16 APRIL 2013 - NEW 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
ELECTED

The BCS held its 2013 AGM on 
16th  April.   It was very well attended 
with 25-30 members at the meeting 
and a further 80-90 represented by 
proxies.

The Chairman’s Report, the Hon. 
Treasurer’s Report and the Report 
on the NRH Fund were all delivered.   
They will be printed in the Yearbook as 
well as the minutes of the meeting.

Votes were taken at the beginning 
of the meeting and the results were 
announced straight away after the 
reports finished.   Results were as 
follows:

Elected as general members of the 
council for two years: Mary Crawshaw,  
Anna Whyte, Robert Hartley,   Philip 
Carruthers and Les Hayes; elected as 
general member of the council for one 
year (replacing Tim Young who stood 
down mid-term): Robert Barclay; 
elected as substitute members for the 
council for one year: Tim Young and 
Chris Hieatt (the substitutes replace 
any councillor who stands down during 
the year and hold office until the next 
AGM); elected as Hon. Treasurer for 
two years: Bill Ballantyne, with Douglas 
Woods elected as his substitute.

We held a council meeting on 
30th April at which the council elected 
its officers for the next year, including 
the Chairman and Hon. Secretary.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT:

I was elected as Chairman in April 
2012 to replace Jack Woodall whom I 
would like to thank and congratulate 
for his remarkable term of office, 
during which he had a cardiac arrest, 
left this life and was miraculously 
resuscitated by the prompt mouth-to-
mouth technique applied by previous 
BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw. Jack then 
continued to edit the Umbrella and 
monitor BCS events in Rio from his 
hospital bed (in between and following 
a series of operations) and later from 
their London flat when he was told 
not to travel for a few months.   Mary 
looked after him all this time.   This 
remarkable dedication to duty from 

our past two chairs is an example 
which I am striving to follow.

Many people contributed to the BCS’s 
success over the year, but I would like 
to pay special tribute to two who stood 
down from the council at the AGM 
after 4 years of dedicated service.  The 
first of them is Derrick Phillips who 
looked after the properties, a major 
task as they are in need of constant 
maintenance - and people are always 
ready to criticize when the slightest 
thing goes wrong.  With the day-to-day 
support of Gaynor Smith in our office, 
Derrick not only kept the site ship-
shape, but also made improvements so 
that the site is distinctly more attractive 
than it was four years ago.

The other person who is leaving the 
council is Martin Hester, who served 
as Honorary Treasurer for four years, 
during which the BCS’s finances have 
remained on a very even keel.   His 
introduction of new reporting methods 
have made the numbers easier to follow 
and his new system of separating out 
monetary correction means that we 
are kept aware of how much we can 
spend without allowing our funds to 
decline in real terms.   In this way we 
can help people for many years to 
come. Derrick and Martin’s dedication 
to the BCS, good management and 
wise comments at council meetings 
will be sorely missed.

BCS Report on the Charity 
Concerts of 2011
In January and March 2011, after 
the violent storms which caused 
landslides and floods in the State 
of Rio mountainous regions, with 
tragic consequences in the Nova 
Friburgo, Teresopolis and Petrópolis 
areas, we the BCS - together with the 
American Society - staged two charity 
concerts to collect money to help the 
people affected. We contacted several 
local musicians, all of whom most 

generously immediately agreed to play 
for free in aid of those people who lost 
their dear ones, their homes, and all 
their possessions.

The first concert musicians included 
David Chew and Argentinian Tango 
dancers, Neville Thorley with Robin 
Brown and Kevin, Al Pratt and BeeLive, 
Scott Feiner & Pandeiro Jazz, ArizonA 
and The River Country Trio! The 
concert ended with “Amazing Grace” 
played by most of the musicians present 
and sung by candlelight. Thanks to 
Steve Yolen for the wonderful idea. 

The second concert was more sedate, 
and included, once again, David Chew 
with musicians from the Brazilian 
Symphony Orchestra; Martin Hester 
and the SCM Choir; bassist Bruce 
Henry; pianist Jeff Gardner; and the 
Corcovado Choir with Rui Wanderley. 
Roberto Sá gave a talk and slide show 
in the interval of this Concert.

The concerts were very successful 
and we collected a good  amount to 
donate.  The Freemasons in England, 
connected to the Masonic Lodge 
here in Rio, very generously donated 
R$20.000 to the Teresópolis region 
and the same to the Nova Friburgo 
Region – the most seriously affected, 
with over 500 dead.   The two 
cheques were handed over by Colin 
Foster, with the one for Teresópolis 
being used immediately to restore 
their golf course and their caddies’ 
accommodations.

We earmarked the concert money 
and freemasons’ Nova Friburgo 
donation for an Orphanage in Nova 
Friburgo which was starting up for 
young children who had lost their 
families in the landslides and floods.   
An abandoned factory and later 
Clinic was chosen for renovation 
and adaptation for this Orphanage. 
We were involved in the planning of 
this and intended to start donating 
a certain amount monthly until the 
money ran out.  Meanwhile the money 
was placed in a segregated account, 
earning interest.  As soon as the plans 
were submitted for approval, the 
Prefeitura became involved and ended 
up making it impossible to even start 
the Orphanage. They felt the children 
should be cared for by foster parents 
instead.  All this planning had taken 
over a year, so all this time was wasted 
and the plan had to be abandoned. The 
Masons decided that as we had not yet 
used the money they had donated, we 
should give it back to them, which we 
did (together with the interest earned 
on it).

BCS EXTRA
We then had to start looking for another 
suitable recipient and only recently 
found a very suitable home which 
looks after  victims of the tragedies 
of January 2011 together with other 
unfortunate physically and mentally 
handicapped beings.  It is a home in the 
heart of  Nova Friburgo run by nuns, 
with a staff of nurses and specialized 
doctors and physiotherapists. The place 
is extremely well and honestly run. It 
is clean and very well organized and 
provided for.   There was considerable 
flood damage to their buildings too 
which they are gradually getting 
repaired and put into very good shape.

So we have donated the money raised 
at our two 2011 benefit concerts to 
this Home, the São Vicente de Paula in 
Nova Friburgo, and consider that this 
will be putting it to excellent use.

Mary Crawshaw

DAME MARGARET 
THATCHER  RIP

Baroness Thatcher died on 8th April 
2013.  Prime Minister from 1979-1990, 
she played a very significant role in the 
life of Britain and the world.  Gervase 
Shorter has written a few words about 
her, at the request of the BCS, which we 
reprint here, together with a picture of 
the flag at half-mast at the BCS site in 
Rio de Janeiro.

“I for one was surprised that the 
protests at Margaret Thatcher´s 
funeral were not more strident. 
Situations evolve, new facts emerge 
but political attitudes remain 
obstinately unchanged. Despite all the 
horrific revelations of what life was 
actually like behind the iron curtain 
Oscar Niemeyer and Eric Hobsbawm 
remained unrepentant Marxists to 
the very end of their lives so I was 
agreeably surprised to find that 
anti-Thatcher sentiment was largely 
confined to The Guardian´s columns. 
David Cameron was exaggerating 
when he said we are all Thatcherites 
now, but he wasn´t exaggerating as 
much as I had thought.

It will be some years before a fresh 
approach to Thatcher´s term of office 
becomes possible. Too many of the 
players are still alive and the jury is 
still out on some of the major issues 
of her time – indeed, on Europe the 
jury may stay out for quite a while 
to come. But there are at least two 

issues on which I don´t expect history 
to reverse its judgement. The first 
of these is the Falklands War. For 
Margaret Thatcher it was a question 
of principle. On learning of the 
Argentine invasion her first reaction 
was to review the Argentine claims. 
As a lawyer she found them wanting 
(readers interested in a critique of 
Argentina´s claims can find one on 
http://www.falklandshistory.org/) 
and launched into what was a colossal 
gamble – and won.

History is usually kind to successful 
gamblers; the risks they ran get 
relegated to a category of ‘what ifs’ 
that most historians think it more 
professional to ignore. When the 
Argentine fighter pilot saw two shapes 
on his radar screen and fired his 
missile at one of them it was Atlantic 
Conveyor that he sent to the bottom 
but if he´d chosen the other shape it 
would have been the British flagship 
HMS Hermes. It´s surprising, too, 
that the Canberra wasn´t sunk as it 
towered over the other shipping in San 
Carlos Bay and if Argentine sailors 
had been as daring and courageous as 
their aviators so might the Elizabeth 
II carrying the second wave of troops 
from Ascension to South Georgia. 
After all the Argentines had modern 
submarines and Russian satellite 
intelligence about British ship 
movements. If the task force had lost 
an aircraft carrier or an ocean liner 
the Falklands would have been as 
humiliating a defeat for Britain as the 
Retreat from Kabul. But it wasn´t a 
defeat. It was a victory that restored 
Britain´s badly dented morale, led 
to the return of democracy in South 
America and gave Margaret Thatcher 
the confidence and prestige she 
needed to take strategic decisions on 
which there was, as yet, no consensus.

The most obvious of these was her 
decision to take on the miners and 
after that the vested interests built 
into nationalized industry as a whole. 
One has to sympathise with the 
miners whose dangerous livelihood 
and humble communities were being 
sacrificed. A million jobs and the coal 
mines that had been the foundations of 
Britain´s industry were at stake and it 
took immense courage on Thatcher´s 
part to discontinue the subsidies that 
made everyone pay for an industry 
that could not compete with the open 

cast mines of other countries and that 
put Britain at the mercy of the likes 
of Arthur Scargill. It was a painful 
decision that most politicians would 
shirk but from this distance it can be 
seen to have been the right decision. 
And it was Margaret Thatcher who 
took it.

‘She told the others to shut up so often 
that they didn´t want to play with her 
any more’. A small child´s explanation 
of Margaret Thatcher´s fall from 
power contains at least a nugget of 
truth. It was a palace revolution in the 
Conservative party that brought her 
down and this was partly due to the 
way she interacted with her ministers. 
In his memoirs Douglas Hurd 
describes cabinet meetings at which 
each topic would be introduced by 
Thatcher stating her views in the most 
forthright terms. Discussion was then 
allowed but it took courage to disagree 
and it took meticulous preparation to 
avoid a crushing rejoinder from the 
prime minister but she wasn´t deaf 
to her cabinet´s views: the next time 
the topic was debated her position 
would incorporate the points that 
dissidents had succeeded in making. 
Nevertheless, she could bully and 
humiliate and this rankled her 
entourage, especially those ambitious 
to take her place.

Questions have been raised as to the 
propriety of what was only very slightly 
less grand than a state funeral but one 
has only to run one´s eye down a list of 
her contemporaries – Wilson, Heath, 
Callaghan, Major, Heseltine, Howe, 
Hurd, for instance – to realize her 
stature. None of the others would have 
warranted such a send off.”David Chew
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Interview

How did you get started playing in 
public?

Before arriving on these shores in 1983 
I had always carried around a guitar 
and in my early days as a backpacker 
often played for my supper, so to speak. 
However, I only took that quantum 
leap from occasional troubadour to 
performing musician upon making 
Brazil my home.

Did you look before you leaped? 

Not really. My first “engagement” was in 
late 1986 in a bar called the “Piccadilly 
Pub” Definitely not a pub, it was run by 
a Swiss guy called Alois who enjoyed 
having live music in his bar, preferably 
a solo act. I went there one night 
with my girlfriend who knew the guy 
performing. Alois would encourage 
“canjas” (short guest appearances) and 
my girlfriend insisted I should play. 
With fear and trepidation, I took the 
stage and sang.

Why the fear? Why the trepidation? 

Stage fright. As a teenager I once did a 
cameo in a UK Folk Club. In the middle 
of the first number, an instrumental 
I knew really well, my mind went 
completely blank and I froze. I really 
wanted to disappear through a hole in 
the ground, and that thought remained 
with me for many years. But, at the 
Piccadilly Pub, anaesthetized a little 
perhaps by a couple of caipirinhas, I 
took the stage and sang. The audience 
was receptive and I never suffered from 
stage fright again.

So, instant success as a solo act! But 
what about a band? 

It started at the Piccadilly Pub. I played 
there Wednesdays and guitarist Paulo 
Marconi played with another performer 
on Thursdays. I met Marconi when he 
was playing one Thursday night, we hit 
it off right away and I invited him to 
join me playing at the Lord Jim Pub on 
Paul Redfern. The duo became quite 

well known locally and we received 
many invitations to play in other bars, 
events and private parties. 

What did you play? 

Our repertoire consisted, then as now, 
of international hits from the 70s and 
80s, artists such as Joe Cocker, James 
Taylor, Simon and Garfunkel, Doobie 
Brothers, America, Cat Stevens, Dire 
Straits, Eagles, Pink Floyd, Rolling 
Stones and of course the Beatles.

And from there to The Midnight Hour? 

We played at a bar downtown called 
the Santa Fé, and through some 
serendipity, found a bass guitarist and 
a drummer. We became the first Happy 
Hour band in the city. I enjoyed playing 
the role of Pioneer and continue to 
do so! We didn’t have a name for the 
band, but a Brazilian friend always 
called me “Hooligan”. (Hooligans were 
marauding hoodlums that caused 
much grief at football stadia in the 
70s and 80s.) One night, when I was 
asked the name of the band, I caught 
Joe´s eye in the audience and I replied, 
smiling, “The Hooligans”.  We played 
for 4 years then I left for São Paulo. 

Once again, what about The Midnight 
Hour? 

Upon returning to Rio I rejoined 
Paulo Marconi, and we decided to 
form a new band, with more of a 
Country feel. One day, when he and I 
were discussing a name for the band, 
a Wilson Pickett song “The Midnight 
Hour”, started playing on my car radio. 
We chose that name on the spot. We 
added a Scot keyboard player and a 
British percussionist and harmonica 
player, giving us an exotic international 
flavour.  In fact, the Jornal do Brasil 
once devoted a weekly supplement to 
us with a photo of our band playing on 
the front cover.

So, today? 

In 1999, Emerson Ribeiro, a first class 
bass guitarist joined us, along with 
Gustavo Camardella, an excellent 
young guitarist and singer who 
replaced Marconi who had to leave 
for health problems. The lineup today 
is Claudio Marçal, drums and vocals, 
Emerson Ribeiro, bass and vocals, 
Gustavo Camardella, lead guitar and 
vocals, Marcelo Ceboukin, sax, Marcos 
Cardoso, keyboards and myself. We 
have performed in such diverse places 
as the Copacabana Palace, the Yacht 
club, Biker Festivals, and of course in 
various BCS events. 

BCS events? 

Martin Hester had the idea of a 
Beatles Night, sponsored by the BCS, 
and he invited me, Robin Brown, 
Nick Wellington and some others to 
play back in 1987. This century The 
Midnight Hour has played at all these 
events, and at various benefit concerts 
as well. And, as you know, we’re playing 
on Friday, May 17th, at the Jubilee Hall!

Now, how did The Midnight Trio come 
about? 

I stopped playing for a while due to my 
battle with cancer, which I am happy to 
say I had won. After that experience, 
I was eager to do voluntary work, to 
perform musically for patients at the 
INCA Cancer Hospital. I thought 
about The Midnight Hour, but it would 
be impossible for all of us to move from 
ward to ward in order to play for the 
patients and their families. My good 
friend David Chew suggested that if we 
were an acoustic trio we could just pick 
up our guitars like troubadours and 
move from ward to ward, just as he did 
(and still does) with his cello group. 
And so the “Midnight Trio” (Emerson, 
Gustavo and I) was born.  

(Cont. next page.)

Neville Thorley

(Cont. from previous page.)

And are both the Trio and the Band 
active today?

We certainly are! The trio performs 
regularly in the Nativo Bistrô in Barra 
and Leviano in Lapa. The Midnight 
Hour Band still operates in our 
traditional gigs (including, of course, 
the Jubilee Hall).

And the future? 

Rio is a town that is increasingly 
dominated by pagode, funk, tecno, 
house, disco...all in fashion today 
but gone tomorrow. Performers of 
International music such as Rock, 

Pop, Jazz, Blues or Country, even MPB 
and Bossa Nova, are having problems 
finding venues to play. The “Lei Seca” 
has added to that problem because 
Cariocas are reluctant to go to bars in 
their cars for fear of being breathalysed 
on their way home.

I’m an optimist, and I know these 
things go round in circles. As the song 
says: “Rock and Roll will never die” 
and what ultimately prevails is quality. 
I like to think that the songs the band 
and the trio perform are the créme de la 
créme of that generation. Many young 
Cariocas do not identify with Classic 
Rock now, but they will do when they 
get older. 

The Midnight Hour Band

The Midnight Trio

In Memoriam

Stanley Owen Metson
Stan Metson, known only to his closest colleagues as ‘Spiv’ Metson, passed away in Rio de Janeiro on April 5th. The 
news was broadcast on the Cable & Wireless Pensioners network, and the family received many notes of sympathy 
from old friends and colleagues around the world, such as the following: “Sad news indeed – the passing of another 
Western legend. Stan was without a doubt one of the best bosses I worked for, and more importantly one of the best 
bosses I worked with. A gentle ‘giant’ with an exquisite sense of humour and who I never ever recall seeing rattled in all 
our time in Brazil. Nice guys seldom come any nicer and our heartfelt condolences go out to Dalva, James and Michael 
at this difficult time.” Stan arrived in Brazil before 1950, and spent his whole career here with The Western Telegraph 
Company, one of the Cable & Wireless Companies. The Western closed in Brazil in 1973 after a 100 year concession 
with the Brazilian Government for telecommunications – in those days by submarine telegraph cable. Stan married a 
Cearense – Dalva, and when he retired they settled in Rio. I personally worked with Stan for many years, and he was a 
first class engineer, and a good friend. We shall miss him. 

Chris Hieatt. 

In Memoriam

Brian Brown
Mark Rogers has advised us that Brian 
Brown, former Royal Navy and for years ac-
tive (with his wife Trish) in the Community, 
passed away April 22nd. The picture shows 
Brian and Trish, with Mark and Leni. There 
will be a funeral and cremation on May 10th 
in England, and next month the Umbrella 
will print a proper remembrance. 

ADVERTISE IN 
THE UMBRELLA

THE OFFICIAL 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 
IN RIO DE JANEIRO.

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY OFFICE: 
TEL: 21 2539-6695

EMAIL: 
BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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CULTURE VULTURE 
THEATRE

EWA PROCTER

AS MULHERES DE GREY GARDENS 
– O MUSICAL

If you enjoy a musical dealing with historical facts, you cannot 
miss this show! “Grey Gardens” is widely considered to be the first 
musical play based on a family documentary film, in this case, 
the 1975 film bearing the same title was produced by Albert and 
David Maysles. “Grey Gardens” opened Off-Broadway, receiving 
the award for best musical from the Outer Critics Circle, then 
moved to Broadway for a run between 2006 and 2007. And it 
deals with recent history, featuring the well-known Bouviers, or in 
other words, the family of Jacqueline Kennedy. This story was also 
turned into a feature film, launched in 2009 with Jessica Lange and 
Drew Barrymore. These two actresses took the rôles of Edith and 
Edie, Jacqueline Kennedy’s aunt and cousin. 

Both Bouviers and Kennedys have been in the limelight for many, 
many years. They had both wonderful and tragic moments, and 
their lives were followed by the entire world. I quote Thomas 
Carlyle (1795-1881) when he said: “Happy are the people whose 
annals are blank in history books!” This was not the case of any of 
the members of the two families.

“Grey Gardens” was written by Doug Wright; the melodies are 
by Scott Frankel and the lyrics by Michael Korie. The Brazilian 
version of this musical is by Jonas Calmon Klabin – who is also the 
producer –with assistance from Cláudio Botelho.

To summarize the plot: Grey Gardens is the East Hampton 
(New York) mansion, where Edith Ewing Bouvier Beale raises 
Edie and her other two children. While the two younger ones 
manage to move away from the house and family, Edie, the 
older daughter continues tied to her mother; both of them have 

artistic vocations, although none of it 
ever becomes real.

In the Brazilian production, Soraya Ravenle 
has the difficult task of playing the part of 
Edith, the mother, in the first act that takes 
place in 1941; and Edie, the daughter, in the 
second act (1973). The action of the first 

act is set in the beautiful Grey Gardens mansion. It occurs on the 
engagement day of Edie (played by Carol Puntel) to Joseph Patrick 
Kennedy Jr. (Pierre Baitelli), older brother of future President John 
Kennedy, who was killed during the Second World War in 1944. 
Edith’s efforts to become the center of all attentions on this occasion, 
rehearsing with pianist George “Gould” Strong (Gulherme Terra) 
the musical repertoire she wants to sing that evening, annoys 
her father, major Bouvier (Sandro Christopher), as well as her 
daughter. The latter finishes by losing her fiancé because Edith tells 
him some unsavory things about her own daughter.

In the second act, three decades later, the Grey Gardens mansion 
is devastated. The same can be said about both of its inhabitants. 
Mother and daughter are unable to get rid of the house, of their own 
frustrations and of their ghosts. The only person who is willing to 
help the two of them is their young neighbor Jerry (Danilo Timm) 
whose attentions are fought for by both Ediths.

Besides the cast above, there is also Suely Franco who plays Edith, 
the mother in the second act. A very experienced actress and 
singer, Suely really gives life to the decadent Edith, mostly with 
her voice and gestures as she hardly ever moves from the large 
bed that is part of the set in the second act. I saw the play with 
Suely Franco, but due to former engagements, Suely has now been 
replaced by Mirna Rubim who has also done the vocal preparation 
of the actors.

The set by Bia Junqueira deserves special mention, as it is a 
wonderful part of the entire show. Although some of it is built on 
a realistic basis, the projections on the sides on the stage are what 
catch the audience’s attention most: one can see the way it was 
before, and what became of Grey Gardens. These projections are 
a joint project of Bia Junqueira and John Fitzgerald, but there is a 
large team that put it together – for lack of space, I cannot quote 
all their names!

The nine member orchestra conducted by Maestro Juliano Dutra, 
plays live and very well all the songs that are a part of this show. 

“As Mulheres de Grey Gardens” is being presented at the Sala 
Baden Powell, located on Avenida Nossa Senhora de Copacabana, 
360 (near the Copacabana Palace Hotel). The show plays on 
Thursdays at 8 pm, Fridays and Saturdays at 9 pm, and Sundays 
at 7 pm.  Prices vary from R$ 80 (eighty Reais) to R$ 100 (one 
hundred Reais), with a 50% (fifty percent) discount for students 
and senior citizens. The show lasts for 120 minutes with a fifteen 
minute interval. The censorship says it is not recommended for 
people under ten years of age. There is no formal parking in front 
of the theatre, but Avenida Atlântica is only a block away and the 
Metrô (Estação Cardeal Arcoverde) only two blocks away.

At the time of writing this article, I had news that, although the 
show was supposed to close its run on the 21st of April, there will be 
an extension until the 5th of May. Up to now the producers have not 
found another theatre to transfer to, but we hope they will!

(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre translator and a Board 
Member of the Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga

GENESIS

Sebastião Salgado is certainly the 
best-known Brazilian photographer 
in the world, and he’s just finished an 
8-year project which he calls “Genesis”. 
The global premiere of his latest 
show is in London’s Natural History 
Museum, running from April through 
September. But we Cariocas don’t have 
to fly off to Albion to see the exhibition, 
as it will begin in Rio May 28th at the 
Museu do Meio Ambiente in the 
Botanical Gardens. The exhibition 
is a series of 200 black and white 
photographs taken from no fewer than 
32 countries in five separate regions, 
which he entitles “Africa”, “Amazonia 
and Pantanal”, “Northern Spaces”, 
“Planet South” and “Sanctuaries”. From 
the bits which have been published in 
rave reviews from British and North 
American media, they are all absolutely 
stunning. As the Prospero columnist 
in the April 12 issue of the Economist 
newspaper pointed out, “it was once 
said of Sebastião Salgado … that he 
had never taken a picture that couldn’t 
be accompanied by a solo cello.”

The Museum is open from 9 am 
to 5 pm, Tuesday through Sunday, 
admission is free. 

VIII RIO HARP FESTIVAL 

Running every single day from May 1st 
to June 4th will be “one of the world’s 
biggest harp festivals...highlights 

medieval music to European classics, 
from romantic to impressionist, from 
modern to contemporary Brazilians.” 
There will be 131 performances by 
harpists and their accompanists from 
26 countries. The principal venue is 
Teatro II in the CCBB downtown 
(the place that housed Escher 
and Impressionists). Other highly 
accessible Rio venues include the 
Army Museum at the Copacabana 
Fort, the Yacht Club, the Casa Ruy 
Barbosa, and a slew of downtown 
museums and theatres you really 
should visit sometime, including the 
absolutely spectacular Real Gabinete 
Português de Leitura. The complete 
daily schedule is available at <http://
www.rioharpfestival.com/>. When 
the site opens, it plays an absolutely 
haunting version of “Oh Shenandoah”, 
perhaps the most beautifully sad folk 
tune ever to come out of America. 

The MARvelous Museum

Proof being in the pudding, the 
Culturubu visited Rio’s MAR in the 
heart of downtown (Praça Mauá) on 
St George’s Day (fondly, a holiday in 
Rio but not in Albion) and is happy to 
report that it is absolutely MARvelous! 
The queues on Tuesday are longer than 
usual, because admission is free, but it’s 
definitely worth the wait—and if you’re 
a “sênior” there’s no wait at all. The view 
from the top floor includes the bay, the 
bridge, a favela, skyscrapers old and 
new, and very large construction site 

with a crane and other technological 
things.  Inside, the 3rd floor exhibition 
shows Rio de Janeiro developing over 
the past 300+ years, with paintings, 
pictures, maps and memorabilia. This 
is truly a terrific addition to Rio’s 
culture. The only drawback is that it’s 
a bit of a hike from the nearest metrô 
station (Uruguaiana) so if you want 
to save your walking for the museum 
itself, take a taxi. 

Orquestra Sinfônica Brasileira

Once again, the Orquestra Sinfônica 
Brasileira (OSB), one of Rio’s most 
venerable cultural institutions, is in 
financial trouble. The Rio Prefeitura 
has told them it’s going to cancel its 
annual contribution of R$ 8 million, 
which is 20% of the total OSB budget. 
Why? Hizzoner Eduardo Paes says 
the City prefers to spend its money 
on sports and other events coming 
up in the future. “O Globo” points 
out that the entire year’s support of 
OSB costs the same as one big rock 
concert—and those are here today, 
gone tomorrow, whereas OSB began 
in 1940, and has continued through 
today. The Culturubu urges the Mayor 
to reconsider his priorities.

Soraya Ravenle e Suely Franco.
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SERVICES
AnALyTICAL oR SHoRT-TeRM PSyCHoTHeRAPy - VIVIANE 
RICHARDSON.  ExpERIENCE wItH ExpAtRIAtED AND CROSS-Cul-
tuRAl ISSuES. lIVED mANy yEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINgA-
pORE, uK AND uSA. BRAzIlIAN-BRItISH ClINICAl pSyCHOlOgISt 
(lICENSE:CRp-05.33022). mAStER OF ARtS, ABERDEEN uNIVER-
sity, UK.  master of LiNGUistiCs • biLiNGUaLism, PUC-rio.  aP-
pOINtmENt By pHONE (21) 9966.9494 
OR E-mAIl:  VIVIANERICHARDSON@gmAIl.COm

exPAT PSyCHoLoGy RJ  – DR. NIAmH wHIRISKEy (mSC, pHD), 
ClINICAl pSyCHOlOgISt pROVIDINg pHyCHOlOgICAl SERVICES 
tO tHE ENglISH SpEAKINg COmmuNIty OF RIO. REgIStERED 
IN IRElAND & BRAzIl (CRp 43088) AppOINtmENt By pHONE: 21 
2832700 OR E-mAIl – INFO@ExpAtpSyCHOlOgyRj.COm

CooKInG FoR LARGe GRouPS, mANAgEmENt OF HOmES 
FOR ElDERly pEOplE. pAymENt By ARRANgEmENt. VERONICA 
3970-5303(pORtuguESE) FOR REFERENCE CAll DR gIlBERt – 
2541-2126/9645-7891.

To the Editors:

A local slice of maritime history.... but can you help?

The Rio Yacht Club (aka ‘The Sailing Club’, in Niterói), 
founded by the British, will be 100 years old next year. 
As part of the celebrations, a booklet is being planned, 
commemorating members’ recent achievements (8 
Olympic medals, numerous international racing 
medals), but also more historic events. These include 
the exploits of those who volunteered for service in 
WWII, such as Malcolm Causer, awarded the DSO 
‘for great gallantry’ as a ‘human torpedo’, and those 
who were torpedoed on the Tuscan Star on the way to 
join the war effort in September 1942. In Liz Wynn-
Jones’ words, her father, Hugh Mill, rued the fact he 
ended up in a lifeboat with folk from the Sailing Club, 
who, undaunted, “put up a sail on their lifeboat, and 
were therefore way out of sight when a rescue ship 
appeared”. They eventually made landfall in Sierra 
Leone, long after survivors in other lifeboats were 
picked up.  Unfortunately the names of these brave 
souls are not recorded: do any readers have this 
information or know who else might have it? Any 
information on the passengers embarking on the 
Tuscan Star in 1942 gratefully received – please send 
it to <georgia.duckworth@gmail.com>. Thank you! 

LETTER IN PRAISE OF Cuiabá

To The Culture Vulture’s Culture 
Mulcher:

“On Carnaval 2013” was an 
entertaining, informative and 
quite colorful, pre-Carnaval 
summary by the self-styled 
Culture Mulcher. But he 
must have been in vintage 
curmudgeonly mode when 
he reviewed Mangueira and 
maligned Cuiabá! 

The attached photo of the 
majestic and colorful giant 
Arara summarizes better than a 
thousand of my words could one 
of the reasons why I’m writing 
you In Praise of Cuiabá.  Our 
planet has a few great Points of 
Convergence – good examples 
are Beirut, Constantinople 
and Taprobana (also known as 
Serendip).  Over the centuries and 
for various reasons – strategic, 
religious, cultural – they were 
magnets for traders, travelers, 
scholars, armies and navies.  

In my opinion, far from being a “boring burg,” Cuiabá is also an important 
such Point, for a unique, increasingly important reason:  it’s the confluence of 
three contiguous regions—the Pantanal, the Cerrado, and Amazonas—each 
enormous, immense and each essential.  

A few years ago – can’t remember if on my way from Angola to New York City 
or some other occasion—on a last-minute impulse, fascinated by Cuiabá, I 
boarded a short flight from São Paulo. A few hours  later I arrived at the small 
but efficient airport; it took me less than a few hours more to reach Pousada 
Araras Pantanal Eco Lodge by car, south on Rodovia Parque Transpantaneira, 
(see <http://www.araraslodge.com.br/>)

At the time of my visit – the dry season – I was suddenly surrounded by flora of 
all colors and fauna of all sizes… capybaras, alligators, birds, marmosets, frogs, 
water buffalo, not to mention the giant anteater (papa-formiga tamanduá-
bandeira)  and, of course, the noisy parakeets.  Then I saw the araras, two dozen 
or more giant blue macaws flying freely around the property.  

André von Thuronyi, who is the Carioca son of Hungarian refugees from World 
War II, acquired, developed and manages the lodge and surrounding eco-park.   
He explained that many of the araras were sent to his property to recover after 
unsuccessful attempts at smuggling these beautiful birds out of the country.  As 
to the special breed of horses that feel at home immersed in water half the year 
and galloping on the hot, baked Pantanal earth the other half (called cavalos 
pantaneiros or Pantanal Horses) to learn more you will need to ask André or go 
to one of the links in Portuguese under “cavalo pantaneiro” as there seems to be 
nothing in English about them.

Could write much more about why Cuiabá  was picked as one of the 12 cities to 
host World Cup games next year or how easy (and worthwhile) it is to visit the 
Serrado’s Chapada dos Guimarães…but don’t have space or time to continue 
my praise of Cuiabá .

Peter Janos Kurz.

April 19, 2013  

Calendar

MAY

01 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – LABOR DAY 
09 InC Thursty Thursday, Route 66 Leblon 7:30 pm 
15 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana, 6pm 
16 InC Speaker Series, Midrash Leblon, 7:30 pm 
17 BCS Beatles Night, Jubilee Hall, 7:30 pm 
17-19 TBS MUN, Urca site 
18 OLM First Communion, Colégio Santo Inácio 
18 The Quaich, Teresópolis Golf Club 
18 SAS x MOGA, Teresópolis Golf Club 
18 InC Cachaça & Comidinhas, Barra, 8 pm 
25 TBS Founder’s Day Fête (Barra Site) 
25 AmSoc America’s Day @ EARJ, 12 noon 
30 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Corpus Christi - extended holiday

JUNE

08 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party 
11 RIS last day of classes 
15-30 Confederations Cup across Brazil 
21 EARJ last day of classes 
27 OLM last day of classes 
28 TBS last day of classes 

JULY

10 WDA Jumble Sale, Christ Church Botafogo, 10 am 
23–29 Catholic World Youth Day in Rio

AUGUST

17 AmSoc Mexican Night 
19 SCM Concert, Mendelssohn, Christ Church 8 pm 
21 InC Taste of Rio

OCTOBER

05 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo)  
19 SAS Caledonian Ball

NOVEMBER

01 AmSoc Halloween Party 
08 RBL Gala Poppy Ball 
10 RBL Remembrance Service (CC) 
15 Proclamation of Republic, national holiday

DECEMBER

01 AmSoc Thanksgiving Lunch 
05 TBS Carol Service (CC & Jubilee Hall) 
07 WDA bazaar (Jubilee Hall) 
09 SCM concert (CC) 
14 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall) 
15 Carols by Candlelight CC 
16 SCM Sing-along Messiah (CC) 
25 Christmas – Family Communion CC

Every Tuesday morning: 
WDA make marmalade, chutney

Every Tuesday morning: 
InC morning cafézinhos

Every Tuesday evening: 
SAS Scottish Dancing @ Paissandu (April-October)

Every Second and Third Thursday: 
InC evening events

Every Third Wednesday 
Canadian Happy Hour @ Amir

*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):  
AmSoc = American Society  
BCS = British and Commonwealth  
CC = Christ Church 
EARJ = American School 
InC = International Club of Rio 
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School 
RBL = Royal British Legion 
RIS = Rio International School 
SAS = St. Andrews Society 
SCM = Society of Choral Music 
TBS = The British School 
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

DEADLINE 
for our June 2013 issue is Monday, 20th May

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
BCS OFFICE: TEL: 21 2539-6695

EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

mailto:georgia.duckworth@gmail.com
http://www.araraslodge.com.br/


	  

QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE PARTY  

  8  JUNE 2013 
JUBILEE HALL – Rua Real Grandeza 99  

From 4 pm till 8 pm 

with the presence of HMG Consul-General Paula Walsh 

MC: Rev Ben Phillips 

 
4:00 pm - Party starts! Children's Games in the Sports Patio and 
             - Children Fancy Dress Competition (Prince and Princess), prize awarded  
                     to winner 
 
5:00 pm - Anne Phillips Special High Tea served for Adults 
                Soft drinks with sandwiches for the children 
 
5:15 pm - Coronation ceremony for Winners of the Fancy Dress conducted by “Right Honourable  
       Clergy” in a Special Gold Robe. 
 
5:45 pm - Children's Raffle 
 
6:00 pm - Speeches and Bouquets of Flowers given in thanks to Special helpers during the year 2012 
 
6:30 pm - Champagne and 'Loyal toast to the Queen' proposed by Consul-General followed by ‘God   
                Save the Queen’ (young Choir led by Jo Philips, Martin on piano, all present join in) 
 
7:00 pm - HMG Consul-General Paula Walsh cuts the special Birthday cake with logistical support  
                from Anne Phillips 
 
7:30 pm - Party ends, thanks to all! 
 

Sponsored by: The British and Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro  
 
ENTRY FEES:  Members R$30; Non-Members R$50; 8-14 years R$10; under 8 years old FREE 


