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FROM THE EDITOR

THE YEAR OF THE GOLDEN
RABBIT
CHRIS HIEATT
Well, what a year 2011 has been so far! The
key word up to now seems to be HELP. Who
do you help first? Australia? New Zealand?
Japan? or our neighbours in the mountain
region of Rio de Janeiro? The BCS and partners are organizing a second Charity Concert,
after the success of the first one, well reported in the February Umbrella. This time there
is a specific target for your donations, the
reconstruction of a facility for orphans of the
Nova Friburgo landslides. This is a good
cause. I should know, we and others lost our
weekend homes in Teresópolis – nearly 40
years of hard work, dreams, beloved possessions and memories, completely washed
away by this enormous ‘tsunami’ type avalanche of mud and rock that raced down the
center of the valley and destroyed scores of
homes and killed hundreds of people – not
weekend homes but their only home, plus in
many cases whole families. They deserve
your help.
According to the Chinese Zodiac the Year
2011 is the Year of the Golden Rabbit, which
begins on February 3, 2011 and ends on
January 22, 2012. The Rabbit is the fourth
sign of the Chinese Zodiac which consists of
12 animals signs. The Rabbit is a lucky sign.
Rabbits are private individuals and a bit
introverted. People born in the Year of the

Rabbit are reasonably friendly individuals
who enjoy the company of a group of good
friends. According to Chinese tradition, the
Rabbit brings a year in which you can catch
your breath and calm your nerves. Well, tell
that to the Japanese!
Rio has a lot to look forward to, including
many improvements to make all the future
events possible. Everyone knows about the
World Cup in 2014 and the Olympics in 2016,
but Rio is also hosting the 5th Military World
Games (known as ‘The Peace Games’) in July
this year. Looking further ahead, the UN
Conference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD) will take place in Rio de Janeiro in
June 2012. Also referred to as the Rio+20 Earth
Summit, due to the initial conference held in
Rio in 1992, the objectives of the Summit are
to secure renewed political commitment to
sustainable development; to assess progress
towards internationally agreed goals and to
address new and emerging challenges. The
Summit will also focus on two specific themes:
a green economy in the context of poverty
eradication, and an institutional framework for
sustainable development.
To end with, let’s look for some positive
aspects of life... We have a new Chaplain in
Christ Church – at least he is filling in until
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September when we hope to have a new
‘permanent’ Chaplain. Many of us know the
Rev Stuart Broughton and his wife Kathryn,
they have spent much time in Brazil and
South America in the past, including one
four year contract here, and we are happy to
see them back in the vicarage. Rev Stuart
distributed a booklet called ‘Our Daily
Bread’, which is basically a guide to bible
reading, but has some interesting articles.
On the page for Monday 21st March – the
day The Umbrella closed for the April edition,
the story, in brief, was the following: During
the time of economic crisis and depressing
news, two university students decided to lift
people’s spirits by holding up a “Free
Compliments” sign, once a week, and saying nice things to everyone who passed by:
“I like your coat”, “What a nice smile”.
People would deliberately walk by, just to
hear a kind word. “Pleasant words are like
a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and
health to the bones” (Prov. 16:24). Why not
encourage someone today?

Disclaimer: The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for
claims made either in the ads or the classifieds, and the opinions expressed
in the articles published are those of the writers, and not of The Umbrella.

The Umbrella is published monthly by the British and
Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro. Print run: 900
copies. Deadline: second to last Monday of the month
Editor: Jack Woodall jackwoodall13@gmail.com
Graphic Design & Desktop Publishing:
Marcia Fialho marcia@marciafialho.com.br
Films & Printing: Gráfica Falcão.
Cover: Photo by Leonardo Farias
Society articles are the responsibility of each society.
The Umbrella is distributed free to all members of the Rio
de Janeiro BCS, American Society, St. Andrew Society,
Royal British Legion & British School staff.
Classified ads: Gaynor Smith at the BCS office: Tel: (21)
2537-6695, Fax: (21) 2538-0564. E-mail: bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
Commercial non-classified ads:
please inquire about technical procedures with
Marcia Fialho. marcia@marciafialho.com.br
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Prof. Leslie Bethell where there will be
refreshments. Entry will be free to all
comers; there will be a box for
donations.

and more...

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
2nd Fundraising Concert
for Relief in the Serra

The BCS will celebrate the big event of
the year - Queen’s Birthday - on
Saturday 4th June. Reserve this date to
join in the celebrations. Details in the
next Umbrella.

Place: Jubilee Hall, behind Christ Church
at Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo
Cash Bar & order-in Pizza
Entry: Donation of a minimum of
R$50,00 (under 12 and over 70 years,
R$25,00). No other reductions, because
this is to raise money for victims of the
disaster in the Serra. Everybody welcome.
We hope you will come in droves to
show our solidarity with our Brazilian
neighbours in the hills.

Annual General Meeting,
Tuesday 12th April, 7pm

David Chew at the First Serra Concert

With the help of a new lineup of
volunteer musicians – and the renewed
participation of David Chew, OBE, with
his cello ensemble – the BCS is proud to
present a second benefit in aid,
specifically, of a reconstructed facility
for orphans of the Nova Friburgo
landslides. It is in danger of being
forgotten that Friburgo suffered twice
the damage and twice the number of
deaths as Teresópolis, which came first
in our thoughts because of the loss of
property of BCS members and their
participation in the rescue effort there.
The provisional program is as follows:
Ruy Wanderley & the Corcovado Choir
Bruce Henri & group, jazz
Neville Thorley & friends
The British School musicians
David Chew OBE, cello ensemble.

Please come to the AGM and vote for
the people you want to represent you on
the new BCS Council. You will be
receiving all relevant papers in the post.

Future events
We are making arrangements with the
Consulate to show a video recording of

William and Kate

the Royal Wedding on Friday 29th
April at 7:30pm in the Jubilee Hall,
when we will toast the young couple.
There will be sandwiches and a cash bar.
Free entry for BCS members; R$10,00
for non-members. Everyone is welcome.

The evening will close with a candlelight singing of Amazing Grace by the
whole audience. The programme is
subject to alteration, but we are sure that
all the music will be most enjoyable.
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Orphanage: during the evening, there
will be a presentation about the facility
in Mury, Nova Friburgo, being
renovated for orphans of the landslides,
to which the funds raised by the two
concerts and other donations will go.
Date: Saturday 16th April
Time: 7:00pm

There will be an illustrated talk on
Tuesday 3rd May at 7:30pm about the
British in Rio in the 19th Century by

We will have the very popular Beatles
Night once again, on Saturday, 17th
September.

Don’t let this be your last
Umbrella!
After 31st March, BCS subscriptions
became overdue. If we have not received
yours by 30th April you will suffer a fate
worse than death – you will be struck
from the mailing list of The Umbrella!
Also, your name will not appear in the
BCS Yearbook directory pages. Please
don’t let that happen, we need you.

AMERICAN SOCIETY
PRESIDENT OBAMA HAS
COME TO RIO!
Sunday, March 20th, the 44th President
of the United States of America, Barack
Obama, spoke to over 2000 spectators
in the Theatro Municipal. Originally
scheduled as an open air event in
Cinelândia, security concerns forced
the venue indoors. Thanks to the good
offices of US Consul General in Rio de
Janeiro, Dennis Hearne (who also
serves as the Honorary President of the
American Society Rio), almost 50
American Society members were able to
hear his remarks.
The President’s talk was a great success
with the crowd, particularly when he
announced that for Brazil, “the future is
now”. In an allusion to the situation in
North Africa and the Middle East, he
praised Brazil’s President Dilma for
having struggled against the military
dictatorship here. He also warmly
praised former President Lula, citing his
rise from humble origins as an example
to people of both countries. The biggest

The crowd outside the Municipal Theatre

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
INCLUDE… (IT’S
CLASSIFIED)

President Obama talks to the audience

cheer, though, came when he said that if
the 2016 Olympic Games couldn’t be
held in Chicago, he agreed that Rio is
absolutely the best place for them.
President Obama was accompanied on
this visit by First Lady Michelle Obama
and their two daughters, Malia and
Sasha. They were able to see capoeira
and other Brazilian performances in a
pacified favela, and they visited the
Cidade do Samba downtown, with its
immense colorful floats. At night, they
joined the President and took in a view
of all of Corcovado. Before they left, the
entire family allowed as how they’d be
back for Carnaval some day.
This visit was a signal honor for Rio de
Janeiro, and underscores the increasingly prominent role Rio is once again
playing in Brazilian society, over 50
years after the city ceased to be the
nation’s capital. Most of our members
were truly moved by the chance to be a
part of an event with President Obama.
We in the American Society all hope to
see him and his family again soon.

CAJUN NIGHT RETURNS!
Chief Chef Hollie Pate has assembled a
kitchen full of volunteers ready to whip
up a menu that includes gumbo,
jambalaya, red beans and rice, Bananas
Foster and bread pudding. All involved
are preparing an all-you-can-eat bayou
banquet not to be missed! Festivities,
complete with a zydeco soundtrack, will
start at around 7:00pm on Saturday,
April 2nd. The good times are gonna
roll for sure! This event was sold out last
year, so by the time you read this, there
may not be a space left to be had. Still,
you could try by sending an email right
now to events@AmericanSocietyRio.org
and indicate your desire to attend. R$
75,00 for members, R$ 125,00 for nonmembers.

This year, same as last, American
Society Rio Gold Sponsor, The
RioTimes, is offering all paid up Society
members the opportunity to place free
classified ads in its weekly, online issue
at www.RioTimesOnline. com. The size
limit per ad is 100 words plus 4 images
(each under 500k file size). Weekly ad
deadline is Tuesdays by 2:00pm, for
publication the next day (Wednesdays).
Ads should be submitted via email to:
advertising@riotimesonline.com. In your
email cover note, please indicate that you
are an American Society Rio member.

2011 MEMBERSHIP NOW
REQUIRED…
Until recently, we were admitting
American Society Rio’s 2010 paid-up
members to 2011 events while still
paying member prices, as well as
continuing to send them their copies of
the publication you’re reading right now.
But those days are well behind us! As
March 1st, our for-fee events (such as
Cajun Night, above) will offer member
discounts to members only whose 2011
dues have been paid in full. We know
there are still a few 2010 members who
haven’t paid this year, so we urge you to
do it now, while you’re still thinking about
it. While you’re at it, tell your friends
about us, invite them to come along to
an event and become a member while
they’re there. Remember, the American
Society Rio needs its members to pay
promptly, at the start of each calendar
year. This assures us the resources to
support all of the various activities and
services we can offer to YOU!
As a reminder, we’ve initiated discounts
for several classes of members this
year. Find out if you qualify at
www.AmericanSocietyRio.org, where
you can also generate your own “boleto”
(payment slip) to facilitate your making
payment at any bank nationwide.

LEST WE FORGET:
REGIÃO SERRANA
The first few months of 2011 have seen
increased suffering in the world. Death
and destruction from natural disasters
compete for media attention with riots
and revolutions. The wrack and ruin
visited upon Petrópolis, Teresópolis
and Nova Friburgo less than two
months ago have been pushed off the
front pages by events far away from
home. However, the problems faced by

those whose lives were forever altered by
January’s floods and mudslides have not
gone away just because they’re no longer
being publicized. And Rio’s Englishspeaking community has not forgotten
about these local needs. Many people
are continuing to help those who are
struggling to rebuild their lives and
many worthy, local projects have been
developed. They need our support and
they will get it.
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A part of these efforts will take place on
Saturday, April 16th when the Second
Benefit Concert for the Região
Serrana will be held at Christ Church,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, in Botafogo.
This will be another great event that will
feature music, music, and more music,
from a variety of styles guaranteed to
entertain you. There will also be a
running slide show depicting progress
being made in the region, as well as a
few first-hand reports from those who
are actively assisting others in long-term
projects. We’ll keep you posted as details
become available, but mark your
calendars. You won’t want to miss this
event!

WE’RE NOT PULLING
ANY PUNCHES
Another way the American Society Rio
is working to raise funds for the Região
Serrana is through a forthcoming
auction of a pair of boxing gloves, which
former Society Governor Daniel Bertorelli
donated to us – one autographed by
Sylvester Stallone and the other by
Dolph Lundgren. These are the same
type of gloves the two stars used, over
twenty-five years ago, during the filming
of Rocky IV. We’re trying several
options for auctions over the internet, so
as to ensure we get top dollar for these
gloves. Auction proceeds will be added
to other funds being raised throughout
our English-speaking community to
assist in reconstruction efforts in towns
that were destroyed in January.

LADIES’ NIGHT…REDUX
The American Society Rio’s monthly
Ladies’ Night Out takes another bow on
Thursday, March 7th! It comes ’round
the first Thursday of every month!!
Relaxation starts at 8:00 pm at Gula
Gula, Av. Henrique Dumont, 57 in
Ipanema. Your leading lady is Jean de
Amicis. There is always an area reserved
for our group and a door prize for some
lucky lady. So, if you lack the “Y”
chromosome, go raise a glass with all the
other ladies there! If you need more
information, please email Jean at
jkdea2005@gmail.com.
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News from the Schools
OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL
In March a group of 14 high school
students went to New York to participate
in the NHSMUN Project (ONU
Project). The National High School
Model United Nations is an
international event that gathers students
from all over the world to debate various
global issues.
The month of March at OLM ended
with the International Festival, which
was held on March 26. This festival has
been a yearly event since 2002 and
began so that our community could
celebrate differences and learn about
cultures other than our own. The
International Festival highlights the
different countries that are represented
by the families in our community.
During the month of April (16-20),
OLM will send many Elementary
students to "Nosso Recanto", a camp
where students participate every year in
sports and various activities.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
Class of 2010
International Exams Results
and University Entrance
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For those applying to study abroad,
most are still waiting for a final reply
from the universities they have applied
to. More news will be given as soon as
we hear from them.

Robin Brown. There is no fear of being
arrested any more for practicing
Scottish dancing, unless you walk out of
the club without paying for your
refreshments.

Congratulations Class of 2010.
Mr Chris Blanch, Head of Urca Site

The highlight of the Scottish Country
Dancing year is the prestigious
Caledonian Ball, held in the Golden
Room of the Copacabana Palace hotel.
This year we´ll be commemorating the
Iain MacPhail Scottish Country Dance
Band´s twenty fifth annual appearance
at the Rio Caledonian Ball, on October
15th.

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY
Scottish Country Dancing
1749-2011

If you happen to be at a loose end on
Tuesday 5th April, come along to the
Paissandu Club for the first night of a
new Scottish Country Dancing season.
You´ll be very welcome. It’s good for
your waist line and you’ll enjoy it at the
same time.
For more information on St. Andrew
Society events go to our website:
www.standrewrio.com.br
Come join the fun at Cube Paissandú

The oldest recorded Scottish Country
Dance programme in existence is dated
1749 and was held in Menzies Castle,
near the picturesque village of
Aberfeldy, Perthshire, only three years
after the ill fated Prince Charles Edward
Stuart spent two nights as a guest there
on his retreat from England, shortly
before the battle hardened troops of
William “The Butcher” Cumberland
caught up with the remnants of his loyal
highlanders at Culloden Moor on April
16th 1746. The retribution that followed
resulted in a mass emigration which
sent Scottish customs far across the sea,
to Canada, America, Australia and New
Zealand. There is no doubt that the
practicing of Scottish dancing on that
night in Menzies Castle in 1749 was a
highly risky business for those taking
part.

The IGCSE results for Class 9 of 2010
were once again impressive with 85% A*
to C grades which is the 3rd best in TBS
history and in a year when two new
courses were introduced giving
additional challenge to an already
demanding programme. Gabriel Fritsch
achieved A* grades in all thirteen
subjects while another four pupils
gained A* and A grades in all subjects.
The graduating class of 2010 produced
the highest IB Diploma points average
that has been seen for over ten years.
The 33 points average for an IB Diploma
was well above the World average. The
highest point score by Nicolas Lippolis
was 44 and many other students
achieved impressive scores that will give
them access to top universities around
the world. Nicolas has accepted an offer
from Oxford University to study
Philosophy, Politics and Economics at
St. Edmund Hall. We were also
delighted to hear Carolina Menezes of
Class 11 of 2010 achieved first place at
UERJ for entry to Industrial Design and
Bernardo Esteves was awarded a 2/3rd
scholarship for 4 years at St Andrews
University in the UK.

Scottish Country Dancing survived. It
flourished in the Scottish diaspora until
its renaissance in Scotland in the 1920´s,
with the founding of the Royal Scottish
Country Dance Society (RSCDS). From
humble beginnings, the RSCDS has
since grown into the hub of a world wide
network of Societies and Clubs whose
members today enjoy regular Scottish
Country Dance sessions.

For those children that have opted to
stay in Brazil, and gone through EMEM
and Vestibular process, all have been
accepted into their choice university.

One of these regular sessions can be
found in the Paissandu Club every
Tuesday from April to October, under
the expert tuition of Audrey Hieatt and

BRITISH BURIAL FUND
With the revitalization of the Port area,
Gamboa cemetery has become more
visible, and the district has become
much safer. The installation of a UPP in
the Morro da Providência, removal of
the derelict shops along the street, the
imminent construction of a ‘teleférico’
and the demolition of the houses along
the cemetery wall have continued the
process.
With all this activity the ‘fiscalização’ by
the Prefeitura has also increased, and we
are being even more careful about
keeping the cemetery spick and span. To
help with general organization, we
recently
contracted
professional
mapping, and will soon have a map
showing the exact position of every
grave in the cemetery.
Derelict graves are being repaired, and
the families responsible for the graves
are being contacted where possible. If
you have a grave in the cemetery and
feel it needs some attention, please
contact Adolfo at 2286.7899. There are
many graves that are completely
abandoned, mainly because the family
moved away, and we lost contact with
them. Every now and again a family
from the UK contacts us because they
discovered that a great great
grandfather, who served in the Royal
Navy in the 1850s, and died in Rio, was
buried in Gamboa. In a recent case of

this, the family placed a plaque in the
Garden of Remembrance.
The cost of repairing a grave is covered by
the family responsible, or by donation.
Thanks go to those who have already
helped in this project, and if you would
like to help further this work, please
contact the office at 2286.7899, or Chris
Hieatt at 2274.4506. The cemetery is open
weekdays from 8am to 4pm, and the
staff there are always willing to show
people around and locate family graves.
For detailed information, come to the
AGM, being held jointly with the Christ
Church AGM on the 8th of May.

InC - INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Now that Carnival is over, the New Year
in Rio has truly begun in earnest. The
InC is no exception: the club is off and
running with many activities already
held, and many more in the planning
stages.
Of course the largest of these is Taste of
Rio, our major fundraiser for 2011. If
you have not already done so, please
mark your calendar for Friday, May 20.
It promises to be a wonderful evening of
food and drink and fabulous raffle
prizes and, even more important,
support for the charities supported by
the InC. For details, visit the website
www.tasteofrio.blogspot.com.
April brings the first in the InC’s
planned Speakers Series, addressing
issues and concerns relating to living,
working and finding your way through
the bureaucracy of Brazil, in a manner
that will be both helpful and
informative. The sessions will be held
every other month, mostly in the
evening so spouses can also attend. The
first evening is scheduled for April 28
and will feature a discussion of the
banking system in Brazil, moving
money internationally, and other
aspects of managing your finances in
Brazil. Later editions will cover medical
services and insurance; employment law
and guidelines, particularly in regard to
household staff; and driver’s licenses
and car insurance.
The InC’s second vice president,
Beatrice Labonne, has already been very
active in offering a wide variety of tours
and cultural events. The list includes a
tour of the Lenny swimsuit facility;
tours of the mansion of Rui Barbosa; a
rare opportunity to visit the newly
renovated Teatro Municipal; Jeep tours
of the Tijuca rainforest; a boat trip on
Guanabara bay on a beautiful Saturday
afternoon; and a special talk given by

one of our new members about her
recent experience living in Egypt and
Libya, two locations that are very much
in the headlines these days.
More activities are planned for April –
be sure to check the InC website
calendar for details. And a few words to
the wise: don’t wait to sign up for these
tours, events and other activities. Many
events can accommodate only a limited
number of participants and often sell
out quickly. And priority is always given
to InC members – another good reason
to renew your membership!

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
Donations to charity 2010: Letters of
thanks have been received from the
different charities we donated to at the
end of last year. We wish to pass on their
thanks to all of you, without your
support it would be extremely difficult,
if not impossible, for us to achieve such
rewarding results. Thank you so much.
Anyone wishing to visit the Orfanato
Santa Rita de Cassia will be welcome.
The person to contact is Sister Mabel at
Rua Florianópolis, 1305, Praça Seca,
Jacarepaguá. Phone: 2425-2207.
Jumble Sale: When we returned to our
activities at the beginning of March we
were very pleased to find a good
number of donations already waiting for
us. So we are off to a good start! Many
thanks to those of you who sent the
contributions along to us. As you know,
we receive items for the Jumble Sale all
the year round. As usual, the event will
be held in July and as soon as the date
has been fixed we will let you know.
We realize how busy most people are
these days and that it is not always easy
to find the time to do everything that
needs to be done. We do hope however
that at some stage between now and July
– you will manage to carry out a good
rummage around the house. The WDA
is in need of all those clothes, shoes,
household bits and pieces, including
ornaments and those toys the children
no longer play with. It would be much
appreciated and would help us to ensure
the success of our annual Jumble Sale.
Deliveries can be made any day during
the week to Karine, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332, from
11am. to 2 pm. or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, any time
between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm.
Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys:
supplies are now available for sale. We
are in need of empty marmalade/

chutney bottles with the metal tops that
we could re-use. The Nescafe 100g type
bottle is also suitable for our use.
Just for the record, below is a list of the
products that are available:
Sweet and Bitter Marmalade, Galego
Marmalade,
Grapefruit
Lemon
Marmalade, Apricot Jam and Lemon
Curd, Mango Chutney, Indian Chutney
and Pineapple Relish, Mustard Pickle,
Branston Pickle and Bread & Butter
Pickle.

4

corners
and more...

Our prices are very good; the products
are made from English recipes and all
the ingredients are natural. Please
recommend them to your friends and
neighbours but please note that as the
ladies responsible for making these
goodies only resumed their activities in
March, some of the products may not
yet be available.
Anyone who can spare a few hours on
Tuesday mornings (from 8 am. until
noon) will be more than welcome to join
the WDA team of volunteers. We are
busy all the year round but we have
some good fun and really enjoy the
work we do.

Everything for your Mac,
your iPod, iPhone and iPad
Ipanema: Rua Visconde de Pirajá
487, sobreloja. Tel: 21 2512-4414
Leblon: Rio Design Leblon
Av. Ataulfo de Paiva 270, 3º piso
Tel: 21 2512-7755
Barra: Shopping Downtown
Av. das Américas 500,
Bloco 8, loja 112.
Tel: 21 2494-5464
Barra: Rio Design Barra
Av. das Américas 7777, subsolo
Tel: 21 2499-1597
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STRAIGHT FROM NORFOLK ISLAND
Before our arrival back in Brazil, I spent the last 6 months on a
remote South Pacific island. It is situated 1,000 miles east of
Brisbane and 800 miles north of New Zealand. Although it is an
offshore island of Australia, the whole time I was there I never
heard the Australian National Anthem sung, only “God save the
Queen” and the Pitcairn Island Anthem. But let’s start at the
beginning then you will understand what is so special about
Norfolk Island.

Christ Church

It was in April 1789, 1,300 miles from Tahiti, Fletcher Christian,
with 18 of the 42-man Bounty crew on his side, entered Captain
William Bligh’s cabin and forced him to leave the ship. Bligh and
22 others were set adrift in the Bounty’s launch but amazingly
survived and made it to Timor. He later faced a court martial for
losing his ship but was acquitted and vowed to find the mutineers.
The mutineers had landed on the uninhabited Pitcairn Island,
where they burnt the Bounty. Amongst precious stores from the
ship, they kept the Bible and the 1662 Book of Common Prayer.
For 25 years warships of the Royal Navy searched the South
Pacific to bring the mutineers to justice but found no trace of
them.
Now, a naval officer’s logbook containing a brief account of the
rediscovery of Pitcairn Island, where the mutineers had taken
refuge, has turned up in a house clearance in Cambridge. The log
was kept by a junior officer serving on board the Royal Navy ship
Briton, which put into Pitcairn Island in September 1814. It was
there it found the last surviving mutineer, John Adams, the
leader of a thriving Christian community. He and Fletcher
Christian had decided to teach the children their mother tongue,
the English language, using the Bible and the Book of Common
Prayer. They and most of the families concerned made a commitment of their lives to Christ, a decision that was to have lasting consequences for the whole community.
On September 17, 1814 Midshipman Hoodthorp wrote: “We
found the island inhabited by the descendants of Mr F. Christian
and mutinous crew of the Bounty settled here AD1788…”
However, his log gives the wrong date as the mutiny did not take
place until 1789, with the mutineers settling on Pitcairn in 1790.
Before the Briton arrived all but a few of the original mutineers
had either murdered each other or drunk themselves to death.
HMS Briton and her sister ship HMS Tagus were there for less
than a day, but several of the islanders visited the ship including
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St Barnabas Chapel, Norfolk Island

Thursday Christian, Fletcher Christian’s eldest son. The visitors
agreed it would be “an act of great cruelty” to arrest Adams. In
1825, he was granted amnesty and the island’s capital,
Adamstown, is named after him. He died in 1829 aged 62. Some
of Fletcher Christian’s descendants live on the island which has a
population of around 50. It is one of the world’s most remote
communities, halfway between New Zealand and Chile and
proudly states that it is the world’s smallest democracy.
In the 19th century the population outgrew its 5 square kilometres and when Queen Victoria learned of their new-found faith,
she gave them Norfolk Island and all 193 islanders moved there.
Within 18 months many of them, homesick and miserable,
returned to Pitcairn, where their descendants still live. However,
others stayed and five family names dominate all others on
Norfolk Island, Evans, Christian, Adams, Quintal and Buffet.
There are two Anglican churches on the island, All Saints, named
the “Pitcairners Church” where a small congregation still meets
for worship every Sunday night. On the annual Thanksgiving
Day the church is full as all the inhabitants and tourists flock to
give thanks for the harvest. There is also St Barnabas Chapel,
built by the Melanesian Brothers and local folk to commemorate
the martyrdom of Bishop Patteson. This is a fine building of local
stone from the former convict penitentiary and stone floor
shipped out from Devon.
Rev Canon Stuart Broughton

AUSTRALIA

The RAAF has contacted surviving
relatives living in Australia and arrangements are under way for the re-interment
of his remains with full military honours.
“I am very pleased to know that the
remains of this brave pilot have now been
accounted for and can now finally be laid
to rest,” Veterans Affairs Minister Warren
Snowdon said in a statement. “Finding
Flight Lieutenant Smith after over 66 years

is an outstanding result for all concerned,
particularly the family.” Smith, of Kogarah,
in NSW, was a member of the RAAF's 453
Squadron which, at the time, was operating in support of the D-Day landings.
On D-Day, June 6th, 453 Squadron aircraft
flew 43 sorties, providing fighter cover
over the beaches and on June 11 began
operating from a temporary landing strip
in the invasion area. “That night, a unit
Spitfire on night patrol over the beaches
was hit by anti-aircraft fire near
Ouistrehain and force-landed in a channel,
with the pilot being killed when it
overturned,” according to a history of
Australian squadrons – The RAAF and the
Flying Squadrons by Norman Barnes.
Smith's final radio message to his
comrades was: “I'm going to put this thing
down in a field”. Mr Snowdon said the

Spitfire

RAAF began the identification process in
November when local museum curators
recovered the wreckage of a Spitfire
containing human remains in the Orne
Estuary, near Ouistrehain, Normandy.
There was sufficient evidence to enable the
positive identification of Smith. That
included the aircraft engine serial number,
the reports of the other two pilots flying with
Smith at the time, plus a wartime casualty
report linking the aircraft tail number,
engine serial number and pilot details.
Smith will be reinterred in a Commonwealth War Graves cemetery in France, in
accordance with normal practice for
recovered remains, on a date to be fixed.
[Contributed by Carlos Motta]

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OF TAMPA BAY, FLORIDA
of Tampa Bay, Florida. We meet at 6:30 on
the third Thursday of every month. The
new meeting place is on Gunn Highway,
north of Tampa. Directions can be found
in our April/May newsletter.
Upcoming events
May:
Quiz night
Trip to Land O' Lakes where we
will be tasting the wine.
Charades at British Commonwealth Society, St
Petersburg, Florida

The photo may be of the St Pete’s BCS, but
we are the British Commonwealth Society

June:

Darts contest
Queen's Birthday Party

July:

Golf Tournament
Pool Party

August: Dinner theatre
Barbecue
September: Murder Mystery

Commonwealth

On the eve of the 75th anniversary of the
birth of the famous Spitfire in March 1936,
the remains of a World War II pilot,
discovered in the wreckage of his shot-down
Spitfire, have been identified as Royal
Australian Air Force Flight Lieutenant
Henry Lacy Smith. Smith was lost to
enemy anti-aircraft fire on June 11, 1944,
while flying a patrol in support of the allied
invasion of Europe.

October: to be announced
November: Bonfire Night with fireworks!
Note:
If you are interested in any of the above
activities and would like more
information contact our member Dorothy
<didiuk39@yahoo.com>.
Visitors from BCS Rio are welcome to
these events with no entrance fee.

ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS DISCUSS BUILDING “GREEN
ECONOMIES” IN THE COMMONWEALTH
Ministers responsible for the environment in the Commonwealth wings of appropriate international meetings. Addressing the
ended their annual meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, on 23 February ministers and senior officials, Oliver Greenfield of the Green
2011, with a call for further exploration of ways to develop “Green Economy Coalition said that it is important for countries to
Economies” and to ensure sustainable development. The 17th manage their natural resources base effectively as the basis for
Commonwealth Consultative Group on the Environment (CCGE) social and economic development.
was chaired by John Moffat Fugui,
Solomon Islands’ Minister of
The meeting provided an opportunity
Green Economy: a system of economic activities
Environment, Climate Change,
for Commonwealth members to share
related to the production, distribution and
Meteorology
and
Disaster
their own ideas, experiences and
consumption of goods and services
Management.
approaches to developing “Green
that result in improved human well-being
Economies”. It also highlighted critical
over the long term, while not exposing
The CCGE was established by the
areas where more work is needed,
future generations to significant
then Commonwealth Secretarysuch as developing payments for
environmental risks and ecological scarcities.
General in 1993, following the 1992
ecosystem
services,
where
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, communities and others are paid incentives for managing their
environments to provide ecological services – like watershed
often known as the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
management, biodiversity and carbon storage – rather than for
The aim is to facilitate discussion among member countries in the commodity production, like logging.
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VANESSA SINCLAIR CLIMBS MT KILIMANJARO

Adventure

On Wed. February 16th
VANESSA, together with a
group of 14 other woman,
set off from London in a
brave attempt to climb Mt.
Kilimanjaro. On arrival in
Tunisia they were met by
two others who flew from
Detroit. They do the climb
in aid of a Charity trying
to erase the scourge of
HUMAN TRAFFICKING.
It appears that there are
1.39 million people per
annum affected worldwide
(horrifyingly, some children
as young as 4 years of age).
The Team, who fund all their own expenses, have so far raised
over £82,000. PLEASE HELP THEM TO INCREASE THAT
FIGURE: all donations, large or small, are gratefully received.
YOURS can make a difference.
Here is an excerpt from the story of the climb: “The weather did
not cooperate. At first it was a low wind which then picked up
and blew very hard for several hours. This caused the temperature to drop to below 0F (-18C). Our expedition leader, Kurt,
said this was the coldest he’d seen Kilimanjaro since his first climb
in 1996. We all did a great job of staying warm and pacing ourselves
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that we moved so well that
we made it to crater rim at
Stella Point (19,000 feet),
before the sunrise.
After much emotional
tears and several group
hugs we traversed around
the crater rim to Uhuru
Peak at 19,340 feet and
then... ALL 19 PEOPLE IN
OUR EXPEDITION SUMMITTED KILIMANJARO
AT 6:45 am!!!!!! It was
clear and beautiful as we
watched the sunrise over
The Climb4Freedom group
the African plains. We had
the most breathtakingly
amazing 360 degree views over Africa. Clear skies above, the
plains below and snow inside and around the crater and glaciers.
Please see the website www.climb4freedom.org/ for details.
Under TEAM you'll find a list of participants (including one
other Brazilian girl). Scrolling down you'll find the 'MAKE A
DONATION' button. Click on C4F Updates to get the daily bulletin from the mountain: it's not an easy climb.
For more news of the Sinclair family see the family blog:
www.familiasinclair.blogspot.com

TRAVELS IN SIBERIA
Ian Frazier - Fiction - 544pp

THE IMPERFECTIONISTS
Tom Rachman – Fiction - 288pp
In his zinger of a debut, Rachman deftly
applies his experience as foreign
correspondent and editor to chart the
goings-on at a scrappy English-language
newspaper in Rome. Chapters read like
exquisite short stories, turning out the
intersecting lives of the men and women
who produce the paper — and one
woman who reads it religiously, if
belatedly. In the opening chapter, aging,
dissolute Paris correspondent Lloyd

Burko pressures his estranged son to
leak information from the French
Foreign Ministry and in the process
unearths startling family fare that won't
sell a single edition. Obit writer Arthur
Gopal, whose overarching goal at the
paper is indolence, encounters personal
tragedy and, with it, unexpected career
ambition. Late in the book, as the paper
buckles, recently laid-off copyeditor
Dave Belling seduces the CFO who fired
him. Throughout, the founding
publisher's progeny stagger under a
heritage they don't understand. As the
ragtag staff faces down the implications
of the paper's tilt into oblivion, there are
more than enough sublime moments,
unexpected turns and sheer inky
wretchedness to warrant putting this on
the shelf next to other great newspaper
novels.

MATTERHORN
Karl Marlantes - Fiction - 680 pp
Rarely does a book, even one I'd
consider a favourite, stick with me for
weeks or even months after I've finished
it. But Matterhorn, by Karl Marlantes,
did. Matterhorn is a marvel – a living,

breathing book with Lieutenant Waino
Mellas and the men of Bravo Company
at its raw and battered heart. Karl
Marlantes doesn't introduce you to
Vietnam in his brilliant war epic – he
unceremoniously drops you into the
jungle, disoriented and dripping with
leeches, with only the newbie lieutenant
as your guide. Mellas is a bundle of
anxiety and ambition, a college kid who
never imagined being part of a "war that
none of his friends thought was worth
fighting," who realized too late that
"because of his desire to look good
coming home from a war, he might
never come home at all." A highly
decorated Vietnam veteran himself,
Marlantes brings the horrors and
heroism of war to life with the finesse of
a seasoned writer, exposing not just the
things they carry, but the fears they bury,
the friends they lose and the men they
follow. Matterhorn is as much about the
development of Mellas from boy to man,
from the kind of man you fight beside to
the man you fight for, as it is about the
war itself. Through his untrained eyes,
readers gain a new perspective on the
ravages of war, the politics and
bureaucracy of the military, and the
peculiar beauty of brotherhood.

Books

The author takes us to another territory
worthy of his expansive curiosity: the
vast eastern stretches of Russia known as
Siberia. Through the stories of Russian
friends, Frazier was drawn there in the
early '90s and soon fell in love with the
country – an "embarrassing" sort of
middle-aged love, an involuntary
infection. What he loves is its tragedy
and its humour, its stoic practicality and
its near-insanity: he calls it "the greatest
horrible country in the world," and
Siberia is its swampy, often-frozen and
strikingly empty backyard. He took five
trips there over the next dozen or so
years, and Travels in Siberia is based on
those journeys. But as in Great Plains,
when Frazier travels he follows his own
curiosity through time as well as space,
telling stories of the Mongols and the
Decembrists with the same amused and
empathetic eye he brings to his own
traveling companions. His curiosity
quickly becomes yours, as does his
affection for this immense and
grudgingly hospitable land.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA!
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6605
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SCM EASTER CONCERT
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
8pm, Monday 18th April. Entrance free.

From the renaissance period, Jesus dulcis
memoria, by Tomás Luis de Victoria
(1548-1611) the motets Vom Leiden Christi
and In den Armen dein by Johannes

The main choir are singing seven pieces
covering the events of Easter Week. The
first is ‘A Palm Sunday Antiphon’, by David
Morgan. Next is ‘Jesu dulcis memoria, a
motet by Tomás Luis de Victoria. Next a
piece by J.S.Bach – ‘Jesus, Joy of Loving
Hearts’, followed by ‘O Saviour of the
World’ by John Goss. ‘Praise to Thee, Lord
Jesus’, is by Heinrich Schutz, a German
composer, followed by the English composer Kenneth Leighton with the anthem
‘Solus ad Victimam’, and ‘Surgens Jesus’ by
Peter Philips.
The 20th century is represented by English
composers David C.Morgan (b.1946) of
the Royal School of Church Music and

Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) pianist,
composer and teacher, who studied in
Europe and was much influenced by
Schöenberg, Webern and Alban Berg.
Included in the concert is an organ piece by
the great French composer of sacred music
Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992). SCM organist Inez Rufino will play Apparition de
l´Église Éternelle. The concert is as always
conducted by Ruy Wanderley.

Music

The music of the SCM Easter Concert is
situated between the two expressions of
joy: Hosianna, the greeting to Jesus on his
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, and
Hallelujah, the cry of Christians rejoicing
at His resurrection. Happiness and
moments of suffering, anguish and death,
which constitute the sadness of The
Passion, have been the inspiration for great
composers for many centuries. The SCM
choirs will sing some of them, to show how
the composers expressed, in their different
ways, all the dramatic emotion of Holy
Week.

Eccard (1553-1611) and Melchior Franck
(1579-1639) respectively. The motet Surgens
Jesus by Peter Philips (1560-1628) English
organist and composer.

Letters...
Dragon’s blood tree not unique

These trees maybe a speciality of Socotra, but
here is a photo of one taken on St. Antão in the
Cape Verde Islands (though not as perfect as
the ones on Socotra). The locals claim they are
up to 1000 years old, but I doubt they really
know. Maybe the Chinese Admiral Zeng He
brought them to the Cape Verde Islands back in
the early 1400s?
-Piers O'Connor
Dracaena draco, which is a monocotyledon and
therefore does not have rings [in its trunk], can
live a very long time. There is one on the
Canary Islands, I think, which is said to be 650
years old. They are certainly found on the Cape
Verde Islands and have recently been found in
Morocco and on the Island of Madeira. Piers
O'Connor may well be correct when he says he
has heard of a 1000-year- old one on the Cape
Verde Islands.
-Susan Baekland

CRM 5241979-2

ENDOCRINOLOGIA • MEDICINA ESTÉTICA

Professora de Laser da Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina Estética

Statistics easily accessible on the web show that
Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world
and at a more rapid rate in the UK than anywhere else. A recent poll in the UK shows that
Mohammed is top of the list for names of the
newborn.
Christianity is clearly challenged and let us welcome the founding of new churches preaching
the Christian faith whatever they might call
themselves. With recent Umbrella editorials on
life and death, sex and the churches, a Godless
universe and now sex, religion and age, might
you be thinking of founding a Christian Church
yourself - as you point out - it can be done in
five days for R$ 418.42. What is holding you
back. ????
Bryan Stanford
Please send your letters to
jackwoodall13@gmail.com

EMAGRECIMENTO • ENDOCRINOLOGIA
LASER • LUZ PULSADA • RADIOFREQUENCIA
LASER DE CO2 FRACIONADO

Depilação permanente, retirada de manchas, cicatrizes, rugas, vasos.
Rejuvenescimento Facial e das Mãos, Botox, Preenchimentos Faciais, Tratamento de Gordura Localizada, Celulite, Flacidez e Estrias

Rua Visconde de Pirajá 351/514, Forum de Ipanema, Rio. Tel: 21 2522-4966, 21 8777-7381
anabela@anabelarodrigues.com.br • www.anabelarodrigues.com.br
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HOTEL KEY CARD SECURITY RISK HOAX
JACK WOODALL
Summary:
Email forward claims that sensitive personal information such as
credit card numbers is routinely encoded on electronic hotel key
cards and this represents a security risk to hotel guests
(Status:False)

Hoax of the month

Commentary:
This warning email has been circulating continuously for several
years. Although it may sound plausible, the information in the
message is inaccurate and misleading.
Modern hotels do not include any sensitive personal information
on key cards. Early versions of the software used to process the
cards may have given operators an option to add information such
as credit card numbers to the cards. However, even then, it was not
common practice to include such information on key cards,
although it is possible that hotel staff may have sometimes added
the information in error. In any case, the software now used for
hotel key card systems does not allow personal information to be
encoded on the cards, even in error.
In a 2003 article that was available at the time on Bend.com, the
officer named in the email forward, Detective Sergeant Jorge of the
Pasadena Police Department, was quoted as explaining:
In years past, existing software would prompt the user (employee)
for information input. If the employee was unaware of hotel policy dictating that such information NOT be entered, it could have
ended up on the card in error.
The email began circulating back in 2003, after Detective Jorge
learned about an investigation by a group of fraud detectives in
California. Unfortunately, news of the potential security threat
began to spread rapidly before investigations into the matter were
concluded. Information on the Pasadena Police Department website <http://www.cityofpasadena.net/police/media/MediaReleases/
HotelCardKeyUpdate.asp> notes that:
As the investigation into this potential fraud risk continued, this
information was shared with other members of the Pasadena
Police Department and personnel chose to share this information
with others before we could correctly evaluate the risk. This has
caused a chain reaction of probably thousands of people being
given this information before the risk was evaluated thoroughly.
An article on WFTV.com <http://www.wftv. com/money/3254679/
detail.html> also maintains that sensitive personal information is
never included on hotel key cards. The article explains that, while

Oooooooops! My bad...
Erratas
Disaster in the Serra
Correction to a note in the February issue.
When Chris and Audrey Hieatt lost their house in the Posse
Valley, it wasn’t their son Tom who lost all his belongings. Tom
lives with his family in Barra. It was Brent, who had been living
there, who lost everything. Luckily he and his partner Ulli had
moved to Santa Teresa (a different Teresa*), but had to leave
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other types of key cards may store information on three separate
tracks, hotel key cards typically only use one track. In the article,
deputy director of government affairs for the Ohio Hotel and
Lodging Association, Barton H. Hacker, further debunks the
warning:
"The software product that has been given to the hotel community actually prevents the use of the first two tracks on the magnetic
strip," Hacker said. "So the guests are not in fear at all of having any
personal information on those cards whatsoever."
Given that identity theft is one of the fastest growing types of criminal activity, we certainly need to be aware of potential threats to
our privacy. However, the warning in this email forward is unwarranted. Hotel key cards do not increase our risk of becoming victims of identity theft. In fact, hotel key cards are more likely to
enhance our privacy because they are more secure than traditional hotel room access systems. An article <http://dayton.bizjournals.com/dayton/stories/1998/10/05/focus2.html> discussing the
superiority of electronic key cards over traditional key systems on
the Dayton Business Journal website notes that:
A whole new key, with a different code, is created for each room
with every change of guest. The codes from the previous use are
wiped out by the computer and replaced with a new pattern that is
also sent electronically to the room lock. The key cards are anonymous and easily changed, making it nearly impossible for a wouldbe burglar to pick up a card and break into a room.
Thus, the information in this warning message is invalid and
should not be forwarded. If you receive this email, please let the
sender know that the information it contains is untrue.
[Source: website Hoax-slayer: http://www.hoax-slayer.com/hotel-keycard.html]

their stuff in Teresopolis until they found a home.
*Santa Teresa from the original convent built in 1750 and dedicated to Saint Teresa of Avila. Teresópolis named after Empress
Teresa Cristina.
Cover photo
The author of the beautiful colour photo that illustrates the
cover of our March issue is Leonado Farias (same photographer
who porvided us the picture for this April issue) and not
Leonardo Ribeiro as we published. We sincerely apologise for
the mistake.

Ruy Wanderley & the Corcovado Choir
Bruce Henri & group, jazz
Neville Thorley & friends
The British School musicians
David Chew OBE, cello ensemble.

Fundraising Concert
for Relief in the Serra
Don’t miss this event to raise money for the
victims of the disaster in the Serra.
Saturday, 16th April, 7pm
Jubilee Hall: Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo
Entry: donation of a minimum R$50,00
Cash bar and order in pizza.
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AA English Language Meetings in Rio - www.aa.org.br

Serge: home - 21 3298-1008; cel - 21 9974-8824
John: home - 21 2267-7656; cel - 21 9411-4345

Humor
Anti-Graffiti
Seen on the pristine white wall of a house
in São Gonçalo
RESERVADO POR PICHADEIROS
AMADORES (Reserved for graffiti amateurs). Not a single graffito adorned it – it
is no fun to paint where it is expressly
allowed, is it now?
-English, my English
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a
humanitarian eat?
Why is it that writers write but fingers don’t
fing, grocers don’t groce and hammers
don’t ham?
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We speak of a brother and also of brethren,
but though we say mother, we never say
methren.
If the masculine pronouns are he, his and
him, why aren’t the feminine she, shis and
shim?
--

Only in Brazil…
An escaped prisoner, tired of being on the
run, tried o give himself up. After failing
to get himself re-arrested at 5 different
state police stations in two days, because
they could find no prison record for him,
he threw himself in front of a military
police car. They checked the Federal

prison database – to which the state police
don’t have access – found his record and
took him in.
– Globo 2010
--

Burglar’s Choice
Reebok Classics can be revealed as the
trainers of choice for Britain's burglars
after research compared footwear impressions from a group of prolific thieves. The
trainers were worn by 52 criminals in 66
burglaries investigated by academics from
the University of Leicester.
– Jane’s Police Review 2010
[Or same chap 52 times? – Ed.]

Computer Repair I

Computer Repair II

Caller: Hi, our printer is not working.
Customer Service: What is wrong with it?
Caller: Mouse is jammed.
Customer Service: Mouse?... Printers don't have a mouse!!!
Caller: Mmmmm??.. Oh really?... I will send a picture.

Caller: Last night my computer started making a lot of hissing noises at me so
I shut it down. This morning when I turned it on the computer started hissing
and cracking, then started smoking and a bad smell, then nothing.
Tech Support: I will have a technician come over first thing this morning.
When the technician got there, this is what he found.

And you thought YOU had computer problems!!!

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HENRY ADLER

THE AMAZON THAT SPEAKS
ENGLISH – GUYANA (Part 2)
When you’ve just crossed Guyana from
Georgetown to the Brazilian border and
back again by light plane stopping off to
see the mighty Kaieteur and spectacular
Orinduik falls in a single day what do you
next that isn’t an anti-climax? You cross the
country again this time overland. It’s about
500kms
heading
southwest
from
Georgetown to the border with Brazil. It
takes about 2 days of straight driving – in
the dry season. In our favour - the
December/January rainy season had not
happened so the dirt roads were in good
condition. Against that, it could start raining
tomorrow and continue for the whole trip. If
it rained the overland trip could take a
week! And we had a plane to catch in Boa
Vista, over the border in Roraima. Fly or
drive?

A SHACK WITH (3 STAR)
SNACKS
favoured by the bird. We spent a hot and
sweaty time trying to find it before giving
up and continuing.
Our next stop was Surama, an Amerindian
village which has set up its own ecotourism
project on a more modest scale than
Iwokrama. Here you can go trekking, canoeing/
rowing and bird watching. We combined all
3 in an excursion to and along the river.
Here the main attractions are the birds and
the black caiman, the biggest of the S. American alligators. You can also visit the community projects and artisans making handicrafts from wood and latex. Although it
sounds like glorified tourism, it’s not. This
is done by the locals for their benefit.

OVERLAND AND FAR AWAY
Back at our hotel we were studying the
options over a few Banks beers (made from
rice!) when Navin, the son of the owner
walked in, just back from a weekend in
Trinidad. As a Moslem he didn’t drink alcohol but joined our discussion. When he
heard our plans he said “Great. You come
with me in my pickup. I’ve got a place in
Lethem on the border which I run as a
guesthouse. I’ve got to go there this week.
I’ll show you the most interesting places on
the way”.
The following morning after he’d made the
reservations we needed at lodges and
reserves and we’d agreed a price and got
the cash to pay him we piled into his double cabin 4 x 4, threw our backpacks in the
back and off we went.
The first stretch is through sugarcane and
rice plantations. Not very interesting. The
first town of any size is Linden, just over
100kms inland on the Demerara River where
bauxite mining dominates. It’s another
100kms or so on to Mabura Hill, centre of
the logging industry. Since timber, bauxite,
rice and sugar are the key exports no surprise that the roads are good though heavily used. Then the fun starts as you hit the
jungle. Heavily rutted, potholed dirt roads,
dry with lots of dust as the short rainy season had failed. And slow going. We were
aiming to get the ferry across the Essequibo
River before it stopped running in the middle of the day. We missed it. Just as well
otherwise we would have missed the best
place to eat in Guyana. Between the track
and the river is Dorothy and Martin’s
“Restaurant”. It’s a palm-covered shack in a
clearing in the jungle.

SAVANNA, SOON TO BE
RENAMED “CERRADO”?
You start off with fresh boiled turtle eggs. Bite
in for the juice, then eat the egg. Then some
salted or smoked river fish (no fridges here!).
Main course is bushmeat of the day – labba
(paca in Portuguese; agouti in English) served
with bora, a sort of very long string bean. A
salad of red sorrel type leaves rounded it off.
And there are local “apples” – golden apple
(caja manga) and star apple – a large plum
like fruit full of white seeds. Delicious but not
to be eaten if, like me, you have a moustache!
Dorothy cooks what Martin catches. Martin
regales visitors with tales of how they got
here in a Caribbean English which sounds
almost like the Welsh “singsonging” English.
We could have spent all afternoon there hadn’t the pontoon ferry arrived!
From the river we continued through thick
jungle to Iwokrama Rainforest, a huge project to preserve the forest, fauna and flora,
a National Park with rangers, guides, lodges
for the researchers and eco-tourists. We
took a long trek into the forest ending up
at the base of a mountain in a canopy walkway and saw lots of birds and spider monkeys. Notable were the black and white
hawk eagle and a rarely observed matamata turtle. We knew it was rare when the
guide radioed the sighting in to the
Research Centre! There were still two things
we really wanted to see – a jaguar and the
elusive cock of the rock. Navin told us that
this stretch of the track through the park
was the best place for both. There was even
an unmarked trail off the road to an area

Suddenly the rainforest stopped, as if Japanese landscape artists had intervened, and
the savanna began. Our next stop was Annai,
another Amerindian village. This is glorified
ecotourism, a resort with its own airstrip,
stores, bars and English owners. A nice
watering hole! From there the road got better and we knew we were nearing the border
as road signs and advertising in Portuguese
started appearing! Finally, Lethem with a sign
“Brasil: Próxima à direita”! There’s a brand
new concrete bridge and approach road built
by Brazil to serve the Free Trade Zone being
built by Brazil in Lethem. But you can still
hear English spoken in town…..
Around Lethem the Rupununi savanna is full
of Amerindian settlements, the real thing,
no ecotourism, where oxcarts and horses
are the local transport. We headed for the
Kanaku Mountains beyond the savanna and
trekked to the Cumo waterfall. A quick swim
and a trek up the mountain to the Bat and
Pot caves. The “Bat” bit is obvious (if only
by the smell); the “Pot” refers to ancient
burial pots used by the forefathers of the
native Amerindians. But this was also the
last opportunity for spotting the cock of the
rock. We trekked on quietly and carefully
approached its nesting area. Then as we
saw it, it saw us. A quick pose in all its
orange and yellow glory and off it went into
the gloom of the tree cover...
P.S. Back in Rio there was an e-mail from Navin:
“On the way back through the park I came
round a corner and there was this magnificent
jaguar in the middle of the track”….
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Classified ads
SERVICES
PSYCHOTHERAPY [ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS] - VIVIANE RICHARDSON. EXPERIENCE WITH EXPATRIATED AND CROSS-CULTURAL ISSUES. LIVED MANY
YEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINGAPORE, UK AND USA. BRAZILIAN-BRITISH
PSYCHOLOGIST (LICENSE:CRP-05.33022), SPECIALIST IN ANALYTICAL AND
SHORT-TERM PSYCHOTHERAPY. MASTER OF ARTS, ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY,
UK. MASTER OF LINGUISTICS -BILINGUALISM, PUC-RIO. APPOINTMENT BY
PHONE (21) 9966.9494 OR E-MAIL: VIVIANERICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM

The 2011 version of the BCS Yearbook is
already in production. Please update your data
(address, phone numbers and e-mail) at the
BCS Office: bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
If you haven’t paid your subscription it’s a good
time to do so and be part of the book!

Be sure not to
miss your
Umbrella! Keep
your annual fees
paid and your
address updated!

DEADLINE for our APRIL 2011
edition is MONDAY, APRIL

MAY
01 Labor Day Dia do Trabalho
03 BCS Talk: Prof. Leslie Bethell, Jubilee Hall, 7pm
05 AmSoc Ladies’ Night
08 Christ Church and British Burial Fund AGM –
after morning service.
17 AmSoc Museum Visit
20 InC Event - Taste of Rio - Clube Federal
27 InC General Meeting
30 Memorial Day – USA

Calendar

BCS YEARBOOK

APRIL
05 InC New Members Gathering 10am
05 Scottish dancing starts at Paissandu Club 8pm.
06 InC Palacio Capanema visit
07 AmSoc Ladies’ night 8pm (to be confirmed)
09 AmSoc Ragin’ Cajun night (to be confirmed)
12 BCS Annual General Meeting 6.30pm
14 InC Cafezinho 10am
15 AmSoc Sponsors cocktail (to be confirmed)
16 BCS/AmSoc/TBS 2nd Charity Mountain
Landslide Concert
18 SCM Easter concert - at Christ Church
19 AmSoc Museum visit (to be confirmed)
21-23 Holidays (Tiradentes, Good Friday, São Jorge)
24 Holidays Easter Day (Pascoa)
28 InC Speaker series
29 BCS Royal Wedding event 7.30pm
29 InC General meeting 10.30am

Scottish Country Dancing:
Every Tuesday 8pm at Paissandu Club
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