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AMERICAN SOCIETY RIO
(AmSoc)

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

ALL TOGETHER NOW

ALL TOGETHER NOW
(FOR ONE IN NEED)

MICHAEL ROYSTER
We try to make this leader as upbeat
as possible, promoting the good things
involving the members of our community.
This month is an exception. When you
look across the page to the beginning of
4 Corners and more… you will see that,
sadly, bad things do happen to good
people, people who are members of our
community. As many of you know, the
attack suffered by Emmanuel Gilligan
is the second occasion of gratuitous
violence visited upon an American expat
in little more than five months. Even more
distressing, indeed perplexing, is the fact
that both victims have been engaged
in missionary activities here in Rio de
Janeiro.
We encourage you, NOW, to turn one
more page, to the announcement for
the Benefit Concert. It’s coming up this
Friday, April 5th, which is perhaps short
notice, but plenty of time for you to show
up, enjoy and (most important) contribute
to this community effort. The BCS have
graciously ceded the use of the Jubilee
Hall for this musical extravaganza, and a
growing number of local expat musicians
are, once again, donating their time and
talent to assist in this effort, just as many
did back in 2011 in the Concerts for the

Serra. The Quondam Editor will be there,
and he hopes to see a completely packed
Hall on the night!
Turning as we should to what else is inside
this issue, we of course do have happy news,
for the young and youthful of every age.
The Model United Nations program, once
limited to university students, now is open
to secondary schools, and the international
schools in Rio have been extremely active
participants, as you can read on pages 14
and 15. Second, AroundRio showcases one
of our community’s premier showpersons,
in a theatrical assembly that only occurs
once a decade. Third, Margaret Mee, an
iconic carioca figure, is back in force, with
a film about her life and exploits opening
this month—be sure to check out the
electronic version of the Umbrella online,
because both the article and the back cover
have wonderful colour pictures. Alongside
a most prudent consular notice about travel
insurance from the British Consulate,
we learn “how to succeed in business” –
or at least, how to see “how to succeed”
here in Rio. And, just in case you miss
the details in the 4 Corners articles and
the calendar, be reminded that the British
and Commonwealth Society, the British
Burial Fund and Christ Church are all
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having their Annual General Meetings this
month.
We’ll close with a possible solution to the
mystery we began last month, involving
The Waters and Islands of Baía de
Guanabara. Embedded in this issue is
a view from the “Ilha das Flôres”, whose
name we declined to mention last month.
We think (but we confess we really don’t
know) that last month’s gorgeous cover
(go online and appreciate it again!) was
taken from that once and future isle. But
it could have been from the islands of
Paquetá, or Brocoió.... So, as a reward to
the first of our readers who can convince
us that she or he knows precisely where
that watercolor was painted (circa 1949),
the author of the articles will award a
limited edition, abstract color serigraph
signed by the late artist János Antal Kürz
thirty or forty years ago.

VIEW THE UMBRELLA ONLINE IN VIBRANT COLOR, RATHER THAN IN BORING
BLACK AND WHITE!! GO TO HTTP://ISSUU.COM/THEUMBRELLA
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Emmanuel Gillian

on a motorbike. As he was pulling [up
to his destination], he noticed the…
men… and a gun tucked into the
second guy’s jeans. Realizing he was
about to be assaulted, he backed up
and swerved to get away. They chased
him and, then, in broad daylight, on
a public street, shot him through the
window of his car with a 9mm gun
[the driver screaming to his armed
accomplice, “Kill him!”]. Within
minutes, friends… were with him
and an ambulance came and brought
him to Miguel Couto, the main public
hospital in Rio de Janeiro where they
deal with gun-shot victims/trauma
patients, etc.”
Arriving at the hospital in serious,
but stable condition, the physicians
determined that the bullet had entered
his left shoulder, traveled across his
thorax, and pierced his left lung. It
had also hit a vertebrae, splitting off a
bone fragment, which traumatized his
spinal cord with the slug itself being
lodged in his right shoulder blade.
Immediate surgery was performed to
begin draining his lung, which was
haemorrhaging. Initial scans and
x-rays showed a lesion to the spinal
cord, which suggested irreversible
damage. At first, he was paralyzed
from the waist down.

Many in our American Society Rio
community know Emmanuel and
Julia Scott Gilligan, the husband and
wife team who are part of the local
rock covers band, ArizonA (http://
arizonasul.blogspot.com.br), as the
group has so often performed at the
society’s annual, May event, America’s
Day. The Gilligan family has lived in
Brazil for the past 16 years and, apart
from all the music, they’ve participated
in a number of philanthropic activities.
We were shocked and distressed to
learn that, last month, Emmanuel was
shot in a hold up attempt while driving
in his car. According to the account
that appears on the blog that has been
set up (http://emmanuelguitarman.
blogspot.com.br) to keep family, friends,
and fans updated on his recovery, this
is what happened:
“At one o’clock Tuesday, March 5th
[Emmanuel]… stopped at his bank to
make a cash withdrawl. Upon leaving
the bank, he was followed by two guys

As one can imagine, the days since have
been difficult, enormously pain-filled
days.At first, it appeared the doctors’
long-term prognosis was irreversible
paralysis. Paraplegic. Regardless,
Emmanuel made slow, steady progress
to the point where, on March 15th, a
second surgical procedure was advised.
Again, from the blog:
“They say the operation was successful.
They removed 3 bone fragments
[7 mm each] that had penetrated
Eman’s spinal cord. They said they
were concerned about spinal fluid
leaking out once they had removed
the fragments but, from what they saw,
none did. They also [reiterated] that
the main damage to Eman’s spinal cord
is [from] the lesion caused by the burn
[i.e. the heat, velocity and energy] from
the bullet. Medically, they have done
what they can do.”
As of this writing, on Saturday,
March 23rd, we understand that
while Emmanuel is experiencing a
profound amount of pain, he can
feel his legs, they react to stimuli and
are moving, although he is not able to
control these movements. In addition,
he appears to be able to feel everything
(with his eyes covered, he has been able
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to correctly identify each location on
his body where he has been squeezed).
While all this is a long way from the
dark predictions that greeted his first
moments in the hospital, Emmanuel,
Julia and his family have a long road
ahead of them.
Emmanuel remains paralyzed from
the chest down. The neurosurgeons
have told us that only time will tell
if he will regain functionality of the
rest of his body, and that any kind of
rehabilitation will require an immense
amount of work and will power, as well
as specialized physical therapy, and
much patience.
As well, this will, of course, require
money.
To help our friend along this road,
a rehabilitation fund has been
established with an ambitious goal of
reaching US$ 100,000 in a little over
two months. You can learn more and
make a contribution by visiting this
website: www.youcaring.com/medicalf undrai s e r / Ame r ican - Mu sic ian Volunteer-Emmanuel-Gilligan-Shot-inRio-de-Janeiro/47390
There you can make a donation
through PayPal or by using your
Visa, Mastercard, American Express
or Discover credit card. (Please skip
to the conclusion of this article for
additional ways you can contribute.)
Emmanuel and his young family have
had their lives turned upside down,
and they desperately need assistance
to make it through this time of crisis.
Expenses for medical treatments,
physical therapy, equipment (wheel
chair, house modifications, etc.), travel
costs, as well as general living costs are
all huge concerns. The family’s main
source of income was from the band,
for which Emmanuel was its main
instrumentalist and vocalist.
PLEASE GO TO THE WEBSITE
ABOVE, RIGHT NOW, WHILE
YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT IT,
AND BE AS GENEROUS AS YOU
CAN!
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BENEFIT CONCERT FOR
EMMANUEL
And for all the joy that Emmanuel
and ArizonA have given to our
community over the years, a Concert
for Emmanuel Gilligan will be held
soon. Here’s what you need to know:
WHAT: Emmanuel Gilligan Medical/
Rehabilitation Expense Fundraiser
WHEN: Friday, April 5th from 7:0010:00 pm

and fruit and juice and coffee and (of
course) maple syrup!

WHERE: Jubilee Hall at the British
School, Rua Real Grandeza, 99 in
Botafogo (limited parking available).

Well over 100 community members
joined us. And if you weren’t there,
well… next time, we hope to see YOU,
too!

WHO: Recent Rock in Rio performers,
including the River Country Trio,
Alan Pratt & Bootleg, Claudia and
Hanna Sette with Tony Rock, Bruce
Henri and others.
HOW: By everyone doing their bit
and your donation of R$ 20 (suggested
minimum)
WHY: Because when someone in our
community is in need, we pull together
By the time you read this, you will
probably have received updates
about this event with further details.
However, if you haven’t, please visit
the American Society Rio website at
<www.americansocietyrio.org>
and,
under the Events tab, click on News; or
go to the Emmanuel Guitarman blog at
<http://emmanuelguitarman.blogspot.
com.br>. We hope to see you there!
If you won’t be able to attend, please
consider making a generous donation
right through one of the following:
Banco Itaú - Agência: 8392 / ContaCorrente: 10260-7/ Emmanuel Gilligan
(CPF: 057.206.337-74)
Chase Bank: Account #: 393-0687485 /
Routing #: 111000614
Paypal: emangilligan@gmail.com
We wish Emmanuel all Godspeed in
his recovery and look forward to his
return to the stage (where he belongs)!

The Society offers extra special thanks
to Our Lady of Mercy (www.olmrio.
com) school in Botafogo for the use
of their facilities and the assistance of
their kitchen staff. Thanks, too, to Sam
Flowers, without whom our event
wouldn’t have been half as tasty. Sam,
by the way, is the proprietor of the
Gringo Café (www.gringocafe.com),
located at Rua Barão da Torre, 240/Loja
A in Ipanema – among other times
of the day, it’s a great place to go for
breakfast; any day, that is, except when
we’re hosting a pancake breakfast!
We’d also like to extend our
appreciation to those attendees of the
event who took up our call to bring
along a box of chocolates, which we, in
turn, distributed to the 200+ kids who
are looked after at the Mello Mattos
day care facility in Jardim Botânico,
none of whom would have been able
to share in the simple joy of receiving
traditional without the thoughtfulness
of those in our community who made
those donations.
Several community volunteers joined
American Society Board of Governors
members, Regina Franco and Anna
Whyte, on Tuesday, March 26th, to pay
a visit to Mello Mattos. There, they got
a first-hand look at all the good work
being done there and distributed the
chocolates to the all the grateful kids.

BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH
PANCAKE BREAKFAST + SOCIETY (BCS)
CHARITY CHOCOLATES

On Friday, March 15th, the American
Society Rio held another in our wildly
popular series of Pancake Breakfasts.
As always, it was an all-American
morning of all-you-can-eat pancakes,
griddlecakes and flapjacks plus bacon
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you will be able to come. At the
moment there are vacancies to join
BCS Council. The main areas needing
attention are the Properties and the
Membership Group. The Properties
involve coordinating the maintenance
of Real Grandeza 99 property and at
the moment there are some important
projects to be undertaken; hence if you
are an engineer or have ability in this
area and can spare a little time once or
twice a week to supervise construction
jobs please offer your services. The
other area that needs assistance is
Membership and Communications,
which looks after the BCS website,
BCS Yearbook, BCS Facebook,
Events and Membership. If you have
a Marketing background and ability
with technology and enjoy interacting
with people this can be nice way to
contribute to the community. If you
are interested, call Robert Barclay on
telephone 2249 0111. We are grateful
for your offer of service to the British
community of Rio de Janeiro.

Jane Austen – Pride and
Prejudice – BCS Premier
Film Night on 16 April

On the same day as the BCS AGM and
to complete the evening, we will have a
BCS Film Night to celebrate 200 years
of the publication of the novel Pride
and Prejudice by Jane Austen. All over
the world, but especially in Britain and
America, cultural events are taking
place around this famous British author
who portrayed relationships and life in
the Regency period. Even if you do not
wish to be directly involved with the
AGM, you are most welcome to join us
at 7:30 pm for light refreshments and
see the film which starts at 8pm. Free
entry for all BCS members.

BCS AGM 16 April… Can
you spare any time to help
your community?

Talk given by Philip
Carruthers - CARRUTHERS
CONSULTING on 12 March

The BCS AGM will be held on the
16 April at 6:30 pm in the Jubilee
Hall in Real Grandeza 99. We hope

“Restoring the Copacabana Palace
to Rio’s #1 hotel and some colourful
moments along the way”
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This was the first BCS event of the
year Philip brought Anne Phillips
(Customer Service Specialist) with
him to the delight of all present, and
she was able to add some picturesque
stories to the main lecture.
Some 32 guests were present to learn
from these two fine professionals how
good strategy, excellent service and
persistence turned one of the most
important icons in Rio into a truly fine
5 star hotel of international stature.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION (RBL)
Annual General Meeting
On the 26th of February 2013 the Rio
Branch of the RBL held its Annual
General Meeting at the Paissandu
Athletic Club in Leblon. The initial
formalities of registering those present
or who could not attend, registration
of the Proxy Votes and acceptance of
the Minutes of the last AGM, were
followed by the Chairman’s Report. In
it he thanked those attending and noted
2012 had been a year of significant work
and progress but also of difficulties in
getting together because of pressures
on members’ time.
He thanked
members for their sterling efforts
during the last 12 months and the loyal
membership at large. In doing so he
drew attention to the fact the majority
of the Committee are not ex-Service
personnel but act in recognition of
the commitment and sacrifice of our
armed forces whether past, present or
future and the hardships faced by some
military families.
He continued that he felt the Branch
has reached a point where it needs to
consider its future direction. Although
healthy in financial terms it was facing
some issues common to the other
community organisations. These
include increasing demand for support
yet falling Branch membership, not
necessarily through lack of interest
but reduced numbers of ex-service
personnel coming to Brazil and a trend
of increasing difficulty in raising funds.
As a result of the pressures spoken of
earlier he suggested the Branch needed
to prioritise its activities - what it
should deliver and how. He praised the
efforts of Margo Black, Bridget Novaes,
John Fleming and John Anderson
for delivering another successful
Gala Ball, but recognised that not all
Committee Members were able to
continue their participation because of
other pressures. Again, this is another
issue not unique to the Branch.
Nevertheless, throughout another year

corners
and more...
Ron Lees had continued to ensure the
Branch was kept to the fore in the local
military ceremonies.
He ended his remarks by emphasizing
the Branch is in a strong position
to continue its activities for the
foreseeable future and that he had no
doubt it would undertake its tasks in
the best possible fashion, adding he was
very happy to continue as a Committee
member should the vote so result.
The Treasurer reported another
successful year in which the Branch
had been able to increase its funds and
was financially sound. He paid tribute
to those who remain members, donate
to the Legion or attend our functions,
and outlined how the Branch conducts
its investment policy and disperses
grants and payments. The meeting
also discussed the new Statutes, under
which the Branch could operate as a
separate entity, and the effect on doing
business. After discussion of the pros
and cons of the impact of the Statutes
it was suggested by some present that
the effect of adopting the Statutes be
clarified by the new Committee at their
first meeting. The use of the Returned
Volunteer Fund (RVF) was also covered.
Bridget Novaes then proposed a vote of
thanks to the Treasurer for his work,
which was endorsed by all present.
Once the various reports had been given
the meeting turned to the key items on
the Agenda: the Election of Officers
and Executive Committee Members
for Year 2013 and Confirmation of
the Branch Subscription Fee for 2013.
The meeting heard that John Fleming
would not be able to continue as ViceChairman. The Chairman regretted this
although he understood the demands

on John’s time, reminding the meeting
he had already spoken of the huge
effort he had applied to fundraising.
He also said that John had still offered
to help the Branch where he could,
which was welcomed. Candidates for
the positions were voted in as follows:
President: No volunteer, although
the President is appointed by the new
Committee:
Chairman/ Welfare Committee
Chairman: Colin Reed. (Steve Carnt
stood down as Chairman.)
Vice Chairman/ Secretary: Steve Carnt
Treasurer: Jeremy Ribeiro dos Santos.
Membership Secretary: Judi Newsam.
Standard Bearer: Ron Lees.
Welfare Committee Member: Rev.
Ben Phillips
Members: Patrick Hamilton-Hill and
Mike McLoughlin.
Following recommendations from
former Committee members and
a brief discussion it was agreed the
Subscription should remain at R$70
which members can pay at any branch
of Bradesco Bank. The details are:
Bank name & Code: Bradesco 237
Account name: BC Society/RBL
Account branch: Bradesco - 0213
Account No: 72885-3
For electronic transfer use: CNPJ
33.716.572/0001-20 (same as BCS)
The formal business concluded,
the meeting opened up to a general
discussion on the points raised by
the former Chairman and that the
Branch would be participating in an
extraordinary “way-ahead” meeting
involving all the local societies that
was being planned for March with the
aim of seeing how they could work
more closely together to the their
mutual benefit and the benefit of their
members. I daresay future editions of
the Umbrella will cover the topic, but
5
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in the meantime should any reader
have any ideas on the subject I am
sure the Editor of the Umbrella or the
Secretary of any of the societies would
be very pleased to hear of them.

INC INTERNATIONAL CLUB OF
RIO (InC)

Member Adiane Mitidiero, our resident
relocation agent and a tax lawyer will
present a transportation workshop
with extremely useful information on
how much your transportation really
costs and present various alternatives
available here in Rio.

Place: Barra (details to follow with
your RSVP)

Event: Thursty Thursday

This will be the second of six special
presentations/cafezinhos to help those
new to Rio find the best Englishspeaking doctors, specialists, clinics
and hospitals. During this first session
the discussion will be lead by Dr Monica
Wolff, prominent general practice and
internal medicine specialist together
with Dr Luiz Fernando Correia who
will focus on DENGUE FEVER and
how it should be dealt with. Both are
open to answer your questions during
the event.

Dear Umbrella Readers,
Great to be with you once again and
welcome you to our exciting events.
This month there are more activities
than ever before with lots of great
speakers and time to socialise as well.
Please feel free to invite your English
speaking friends. We are going to have
lots of fun and I am sure you won›t
want to miss it.

Date: Thursday, April 11, 2013

Event: New Members Gathering

Time: 7:30 pm
Place: Laranjeiras

Cost: No Cost. Light refreshments will
be served.
RSVP: tbwelsh@igc.org

Event: Evening Speaker›s Series
Crime in Fiction and Reality in Brazil

Cost: No cost. You will pay the
restaurant what you consume.

Date: Tuesday April 2
Time: 10:30 am
Cost: No cost. Light refreshments will
be served.

We will surprise you this month with
a cultural circuit in Ipiranga - a tour
of Brazilian arts and crafts, a sampling
of typical Brazilian instruments and
music, and the grand finale Happy
Hour with fabulous caipirinhas at a
vintage bar. More details forthcoming!

Date: Thursday, April 18th

Event: Gourmet Weekend in Angra

Time: 7:30 pm

RSVP: membership@incrio.org.br
A warm, informal cafezinho where new
members are welcomed by our board
members and given information on all
the useful activities the club provides.
Event: Cafezinho with a Speaker - Better
options on how to get around Rio

Cost: No Cost. Food and beverages
available on your own account.
RSVP: No need. Just come! Bring your
friends. Everyone is welcome!
Date: Saturday, April 13 and Sunday
April 14.
Place: Ilha Grande
Cost: R$1.200,00 Overnight at a
Pousada, transportation on a private
Cruiser and all meals plus most drinks
are included.

Date: Tuesday, April 9
Time: 10:30 am to 1:00 PM
Cost: No cost. Light refeshments will
be served.
RSVP: events@incrio.org.br
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We will be going to Ilha Grande with
our very own French Chef David
Mansaud, for a gourmet weekend that
again promises to be unforgettable.
Event: Doctors Series Cafezinho
Date: Tuesday, April 15
Time: 10.30 am -12.30 pm

Cost: No Cost. Food and beverages
available on your own account.

Our intriguing evening Speaker
Series continues at Midrash cultural
center in Leblon, with a fantastic
panel discussing Crime in Fiction and
Reality in Brazil, with none other than
star screen writer and law enforcement
official Rodrigo Pimentel, whose life
story is portrayed in his own screenplay
for the blockbuster film Elite Squad
(Tropa de Elite). This is a no-miss,
for sure. More info coming up on our
website, InConnection and Facebook
Page.
Event: Monthly Members Gathering
- Guest Speaker - Dr Alex Botaris of
Natura Cosmetics
Date: Tuesday, April 30
Time: 10.30 am to around noon

corners

RSVP: No need. Just come! Bring your
friends. Everyone is welcome! Any
questions contact Melissa at: events@
incrio.org.br.
At the end of the month will have
a truly special and unique speaker:
Dr. Alex Botsaris, a doctor, business
consultant and writer, specialist in
Biodiversity and exotic medicinal
plants and their application in business.
Dr. Botsaris is one of the developers of
Brazilian eco-friendly cosmetics giant
Natura, and is currently consultant for
Pierre Alexander cosmetics as well.
Dr. Botsaris will be talking about the
intersection between biodiversity,
medicinal plants, and business-the possibilities for investment and
business development now and in the
future. This is also a no-miss--and we’ll
be waiting for all of you at Midrash,
once again, on the last Tuesday of the
month!
More details about everything above
can be found at:

Place: Midrash Cultural Center - Rua
General Venâncio Flores 184, Leblon www.midrash.org.br
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Place: Midrash Cultural Center - Rua
General Venâncio Flores 184, Leblon
- www.midrash.org.br

International Club Rio website: www.
incrio.org.br
International Club Rio Facebook
at: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/ InC-International-Club-ofRio/165818676803298?fref=ts  
Getting There... If you want to attend
any of these events and share a ride
with someone else going your way, the
relevant contact person for each event
usually has an idea who is going and
can help link you up (or contact me - I
can sometimes help as well).

Joining the InC is easy... Go online or
pay in person at any InC event. The
dues are just R$120 per family per
annum. If you have any questions,
contact Jackie, the InC’s Membership
Director at: membership@incrio.org.br
See you all at our events!

– Bonnie

and more...

Left to right: Darcilia, Anne, Mara and Guaracy

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Donations to charity 2012: Letters of
thanks have been received from the
different charities we donated to at the
end of last year. We wish to pass on
their thanks to all of you - without your
support it would be extremely difficult,
if not impossible, for us to achieve such
rewarding results. Thank you very
much.

Secretary, Christ Church, telephone
2226-7332, from 11 am to 2 pm or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, telephone
2537-6695, any time between 8.30 am
and 4.30 pm.
Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys:
supplies are now available for sale.
We are in need of empty marmalade/
chutney bottles with the metal tops
that we can re-use. We can also use the
Nescafe 100g type bottle.

Anyone wishing to visit the Orfanato
Santa Rita de Cassia will be most
welcome. The person to contact is
Sister Mabel and the address is Rua
Florianópolis, 1305, Praça Seca,
Jacarepaguá. Phone: 2425-2207.
Jumble Sale: When we returned to
our activities at the beginning of
March we were very pleased to find
a good number of donations already
waiting for us. So we are off to a good
start! Many thanks to those who sent
contributions along to us. As you know,
we receive items for the Jumble Sale all
the year round. As usual, the event will
be held in July and as soon as the date
has been set we will let you know.
We realize how busy most people are
these days and that it is not always easy
to find the time to do everything that
needs to be done. We do hope however
that at some stage – between now and
July – you will manage to carry out a
good rummage around the house. The
WDA is in need of all those clothes,
shoes, household bits and pieces,
including ornaments and those toys
the children no longer want. It would
be much appreciated and would help
us to ensure the success of our annual
Jumble Sale. Just a reminder, if you
send along any electrical appliances,
please ensure that they are in good
working order. Deliveries can be made
any day during the week to Karen,

Just for the record, below is a list of the
products that are available:
Sweet and Bitter Marmalade, Galego
Lemon
Marmalade,
Grapefruit
Marmalade, Apricot Jam and Lemon
Curd,
Mango Chutney, Indian
Chutney and Pineapple Chutney,
Mustard Pickle, Branston Pickle and
Bread & Butter Pickle.
Our prices are very good; the products
are made from English recipes and
all the ingredients are natural. Please
recommend them to your friends and
neighbours but please note that as the
ladies responsible for making these
goodies only resumed their activities in
March, some of the products may not
yet be available.
On the 6th of March when the ladies
resumed their WDA activities, a
“welcome back” lunch was organised
for the group. We also celebrated the
birthdays of Anne (Robinson) and
Mara (Cabral).
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(2) a prophet in a line of prophets

From the Chaplain

Happy Easter

(3) the Special Manifestation for his time

Rev. Ben Phillips
What do you believe? Easter celebrates
the core belief of Christianity but also
the element of faith that many find most
difficult. Christianity is fundamentally
based on The Christ; we believe that a
single man who lived 2,000 years ago was
the incarnation of God. He revealed God
to us, he saved us from death, the devil
and sin and he redeemed us to Eternal Life
with God.
Many people like Christian values, many
like the work of the church, many believe
that there is a spiritual side to life and
believe in some form of god. Many people
like the story of Jesus, they accept him as
an example, as a teacher, even as a prophet
but it is an extra step to accept that he was
the Son of God. But, to paraphrase C.S.
Lewis, if Jesus made the claims he is said
to have made he would either have to be
insane, a liar or who he said he was; Mad,
Bad or God. You can guess where I stand,
but we are interested in where you stand.
Over the last few decades the English
speaking Community have been invited to
tell Christ Church Rio what they believe
using the form of the questionnaire below.
We would be very grateful if you would
complete the questionnaire for us and
return it to Christ Church Office. You
might find it an interesting exercise to
consider what you believe. We would like
to use the results to analyse how we can
better serve the community and it might
be interesting to compare results from this
generation with those before.

(3) always in existence
4. Do you believe in
(1) the existence of God
(2) the Holy Spirit
(3) the existence of other spirits

7. (a) Are you afraid to die
(b) Are you concerned about what might
happen to you or your loved ones after
death
(c) Do you understand what is meant by
the expression “to be born again”
(d) Do you consider it necessary to be
born again in order to be saved

(4) Heaven or Paradise

(e) Do you consider it necessary to be
saved

(5) Eternal Life

8. Which, if any, Church do you attend

(6) The Resurrection of Jesus

(1) Christ Church

(7) Reincarnation

(2) Our Lady of Mercy (OLM)

(8) The Devil or Satan

(3) The International Baptist Church

(9) Hell

(4) The Union Church

(10) Eternal Damnation

(5) Other (please name)

5. (a) Do you believe that God created
man in His own image

(6) No church

(b) Do you believe the Bible to be the true
Word of God

If you answered YES to nº 8.6 above,
please state your religious affiliation and
belief.

(c) Do you believe that man created God
in His own image

9. What one thing could Christ Church
Rio do to be a greater support to you.

(d) Do you consider the Bible is just a
series of books put together to create a
religious system

HAPPY EASTER!

EASTER QUESTIONS

(e) Do you believe that all religious roads
lead to God

Please answer YES or NO

6. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is

1. Do you consider yourself

(1) the Son of God in fulfillment of the
Scriptures

Church Office:
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, Rio de
Janeiro, RJ, Brazil, CEP 22281-030.
Tel Office (9:00-12:00h, 13:00- 16:00h):
55(21) 2226-7332 Fax: 55(21) 2226-7053
E-mail: chchurch@terra.com.br

(1) a believer
(2) an agnostic
(3) an atheist
2. Do you believe that the Universe was
formed by
(1) someone
(2) something
(3) nothing
3. Do you believe that the earth is
(1) an accident
8

(2) not an accident

(4) just a person under an illusion

Please return this questionnaire to:

Brazilian law firm
Brazilian Bar Association/RJ - 128.041
International Bar Association -1008212
American Bar Association - 1537008

Residency Visas and Citizenship
Civil Law • Real Estate Law
Family Law and Pré-nuptial agreement
Investments • Legal contracts
Wills and Probate • Recovering debits
Trademarks and Patents
Investigations • Criminal Law
Employment Law
Rua Domingos Ferreira n°147 /1401,
Copacabana - Rio de Janeiro - CEP- 22050-011
Phone (55) (21) 3816-8723
Mob/Cel (55) (21) 8105-1111
United Kingdom (020) 8144-8908
e-mail - alessandro@alvesjacob.com
http://www.alvesjacob.com
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Match Report – Brazil XI vs Lloyds – 17/02/13

SPORTS

The Carioca Cricket Club has announced
details of its membership scheme for
2013 and is inviting interested players
and supporters alike to get in contact
via their email cariocacricket@gmail.
com. Annual membership costs R$200
(reduced for Brazilians!) and includes
team shirt, fixture list and reduced match
fees for the strong line up of matches,
practice sessions and tours planned for
the coming months. You can also keep
up to speed with the team’s results via
the website http://www.cariocacricket.
wordpress.com
or
Facebook.com/
CariocaCricketClub.
February saw the arrival of the Lloyd’s
of London touring team to play a
combined Carioca Cricket Club and
Brazil XI, the first international touring
side to grace the club’s home ground in
Itaguai, 60 minutes West of Zona Sul.
With a history dating back to 1922 and
a squad of quality players, most with
university, county and even international
pedigree, it was clear that Lloyd’s Cricket
Club would present a serious challenge
to the Brazil XI that had been assembled
to give them the final test of their 2013
Argentina and Brazil cricket tour
across two T20 games (either side of a
typical Brazilian churrasco lunch and a
refreshing dunk in the pool).

Match 1
Lloyds won the toss and elected to
bat and got off to a good start in the
ferocious heat with some aggressive
batting from Turner who hit a quick-fire
51 (ret.). The depth of the Lloyds team’s
batting was clear as Boughtwood (52

ret.) and Buttleman (32) weighed in with
more quick runs. Rob Wallace caused a
brief wobble in the middle of the order
with a couple of wickets and solid final
figures of 2-40 but Lloyds had made their
intentions clear with an impressive total
of 202 for 6 from the allotted 20 overs.
The Brazil XI set about their task at
once with Caisley and Lefevre keeping
the runs ticking over for the first 5
overs but they soon fell for 21 and 16
respectively. The baton was then passed
to Brazil’s captain, Featherstone (42) and
Akula (20) to come up with the runs
and they produced some fine strokes
but some tight bowling from Lloyds,
the best coming from Waddell-Dudley
and Eaton, slowed Brazil’s run chase
considerably. Heaney and Wallace tried
valiantly to up the run rate chipping in
22 apiece but ultimately Brazil had been
beaten by Lloyd’s more aggressive batting
and superior run rate, finishing 167-4.

Match 2
Following a hearty side of cow and a
dip in the pool to cool the core body
temperature down below 40C, it was
Lloyd’s who again won the toss and
signalled their intent by choosing to bat
first. Such was the depth of their squad
that they managed to field a side that was
largely unrecognisable from their line-up
in the first match!
Again Lloyd’s were fast out of the traps
with a quick-fire partnership from
Waddell-Dudley (21) and White (47)
who both provided some stylish early
scores on the board. Brazil momentarily
had Lloyd’s floundering on the ropes
after some magnificent fielding, the

highlights coming from Pringle and
Caisley, but in came McGill (51), Hooper
(15) and Eaton (18) to steady the ship.
Lloyd’s posted a target of 193 for 7 which,
although lower than their total in the
morning match, was going to provide a
considerable challenge to Brazil in the
sweltering conditions.
Caisley and Lefevre started where
they had left off in the first encounter
but had not counted on the wiley
spin bowling of Thorburn who rolled
back the years dismissing them both
in quick succession with the stealth
of a fruitbat. This was followed by 2
ducks for Brazil with wickets from
Hooper and Bird which really ripped
through Brazil’s top order. Despite
brave knocks from Healey (41) and
Featherstone (19) Brazil had been
firmly knocked off their stride and
managed to muster an admirable but
insufficient 109 for 9. Lloyds emerged
as worthy winners but Brazil could be
proud of their efforts.
Huge thanks go to the President of the
Carioca Cricket Club, Nick Gibson who
did the lion’s share of the organisation for
the weekend , to Matt Featherstone for
greasing the wheels to make it happen
and also to Abel Rocha who kindly
allowed the use of the facilities at the
newly ordained São Fernando Cricket
and Polo club. Can we also extend a big
thank you to the touring team which was
ably led by Messrs Sibree, Thorburn and
Bromage. The game was played in a great
spirit (despite the stifling conditions) and
we would extend a repeat invitation to
Lloyd’s to tour in future years and indeed
to pass on the message that cricket is alive
and kicking in Brazil!

AroundRio
This month, the Rio in our title refers not to the City Marvelous
and its surrounding lowlands, but to the State, whose residents
are not called “cariocas” but rather “fluminenses” from (as all our
readers surely know) the Latin word (flumen, fluminis – neut. 3rd
declension) for river. More specifically, we have three newsworthy
items from the highland town of Teresópolis, both of which are
far more sprightly than the dreadful deadly downpours destroying
Petrópolis.

businessman, sailor, golfer, Scottish dancer and entertainer par
excellence. This was followed by cake and champagne, with an
additional toast to Stephanie Healey, who was celebrating her 21st
birthday that day. Robin then led the band singing a host of the
old favourites we’ve all come to expect of him and the dancing
continued late into the night.

TAÇA DAS NAÇÕES
First up we have the results of the First Annual “Taça das Nações”
or Five Nations’ Cup held at Teresópolis Golf Club in February.
Organised by the Japanese members of the Club, 5 teams of around
15 members took part, with the top 5 scores in each team counting
towards the tournament championship.
As was to be expected [by some, at least] Great Britain were [more
or less] comfortable winners of the first Cup. Team GB, skippered
by Philip Healey (shown at the far right of the picture below),
triumphed with 160 par points. Korea (155) came second, followed
fairly closely by Japan (148) and Brazil (145); Portulatinos at 123
were furthest adrift. Team GB’s Top 5 were Alan Smith 34; Robin
Brown 33; Jackie Lippi 33; Tony Talbot 31 and Philip Healey 29.
[The Quondam Editor, having played golf once in his life, thinks
he knows what a par point is, but he welcomes reader surmises as
to the nature of a “Portulatino” as his own Latin is limited to catch
phrases such as “gaudeamos igitur”.]

ROBIN’S 70TH
Moving forward to the merry month of March, we are pleased to
report that “the hills were alive” on Saturday 9th March as friends
of Robin Brown gathered at the aforementioned Teresópolis Golf
Club for a party to celebrate his 70th birthday, ably organised by
Fiona (uxor, uxoris, fem. 3rd declension). The theme of the night
was “Musical Theatre” and guests went to town on costumes
ranging from pirates to cats, with a liberal smattering of nuns
and gangsters, phantoms and flappers, hirsute hippies, and even a
diamond-encrusted blonde.

Pirates and Flappers

Robin’s friends travelled from Rio, Petrópolis, greater Teresópolis
and several valleys in between, with his sister Audrey Briggs, who
flew in from England as a birthday surprise, easily garnering the
“long distance award” among the attendees.
The following day drew a somewhat-worse-for-wearbut-determined group onto the golf course for a birthday
tournament followed by lunch at the club – a fitting end to the
celebrations for this long-standing and much-loved member of
the community.

HOLE-IN-ONE !!
On the eve of the Brown party, Alan Smith (he in the fuchsia shirt
front row center in the picture) got a Hole-in-One on the lucky
13th hole. Why lucky? Because it was a Friday afternoon and the
club was quite quiet so the bar bill was reasonable — traditionally,
hole-in-oners have to buy everyone in the Clubhouse a drink) –
though ‘tis rumoured Alan and playing partner Peter BodmanMorris reputedly did their fair best to make up for the lack of
numbers.

Robin and Fiona Brown – type cast?

The Midnight Trio band (Neville, Gustavo and Emerson) had
the guests boogying away all evening, stopping only to allow
Tom Richardson to deliver a moving and amusing tribute to
Robin covering the many facets of his life as a husband, father,
10

Gaudeamos Igitur!
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The Waters and Islands of Baía de Guanabara (part 2)

April 26, 2013 sees the return to
the world scene of a member of
our community to whom we said a
disbelieving, sad farewell in December,
1988. Happily for us, however, the
documentary film “Margaret Mee
e a Flor da Lua” (directed by Malu
de Martino and produced by Elisa
Tolomelli’s Eh! Filmes) will go on
commercial release at the end of April,
and allow us to reflect on the life of
Margaret Mee and, deliciously, to
“matar saudades.”

The pencil drawing – entitled “Ilha das
Flôres” and signed “Kürz” – is one in a
series completed by János Antal Kürz
in 1949. It includes the same threemasted vessel with furled sails and the
same fisherman’s sailboat – this time
returning – that were depicted in the
charcoal drawing in last month’s article.
But the view is dramatically different.

Margaret Mee among the Botafogo
Brits
In simple terms, Margaret Mee was a
flower painter. Her artistic fulfillment
reached its height when she painted
and recorded for science a rare or
near-extinct flower in its natural
habitat. This impelled her into parts
of this enormous country well off the
beaten tourist track, and, ultimately
and inevitably, into the great Amazon
region, the world’s largest greenhouse.
She made fifteen important plant
safaris; the last of these is the subject of
Malu de Martino’s film.
But before we go travelling on the
Amazon with Margaret, let’s situate her
in the English-speaking community
here in Rio. She lived with her husband
Greville in bohemian Santa Teresa, and
took an active interest in community
affairs. She was briefly on the Council
of the BCS, but objected to the felling
of a tree on the Real Grandeza site and
resigned in a fit of indignation. She
never missed a Players’ production,
and always bagged a seat in the front
row of the Community Hall for
performances of Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas, singing along (”I’m called
Little Buttercup”) as she knew all the
words.

Director Malu de Martino kept a
diary while filming on the Amazon
Anavilhanas Archipelago, the site of
Margaret’s famous encounter with
the night-flowering cactus: “There is
something magical about re-enacting a
journey as well known as the Moonflower
Journey. It’s like seeing something you
already know, for the first time. It’s like
revisiting somewhere you’ve never been.”
Watching the film, you too are
following Margaret: your canoe barely
misses low hanging branches, your
loud footsteps crunch the carpet of
fallen leaves, you hear the hissing
of a nearby snake, and the birds are
screeching at you. Margaret’s notorious
propensity for getting herself into dicey
situations handily provides the catalyst
for the important adventure element in
the film. Other locations include the
quintessentially English environment
of the Tryon Gallery in London and
the world capital of the plant kingdom:
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew.

In tandem with this hum-drum life
of a Carioca by adoption, however,
Margaret’s name was attracting
attention in other spheres: first,
amongst the scientific community for
her huge contributions to plant records
and identification; then, among
environmentalists the world over,
for her polite but determined efforts
to shine a light on the destruction
of the Amazon rainforest and other
endangered eco-systems.

Who’s who?

All aboard!

Margaret’s diarist Tony Morrison (who
set up the final journey in search of
the moonflower) provides precious
personal insight, and fabulous footage

“Margaret Mee e a Flor da Lua” is a
sublime travel-through-film experience.
12

In the distance, you can now see
Corcovado and Christ the Redeemer;
instead of coconut palm fronds, the
lush tropical vegetation is replaced by
sand and a very prominently centered
boulder, evocative of the celebrated
Pedra da Moreninha just a few miles
further north on another beach and
another beautiful island, Ilha de
Paquetá, still known today as “a ilha
dos amores.”

Producer Elisa Tolomelli, whose
professional baggage includes such
winning titles as Fernando Meirelles’s
“Cidade de Deus” and “Central do
Brasil” by Walter Salles, has this to
say on the project: “I perceived that
an important environmental message
could be delivered through the
medium of an adventure story about a
courageous woman in the jungle.”

of events as they unfolded, much like
the petals of the moonflower, on that
memorable night.
Ex-Carioca Sue Loram, whose
energetic enthusiasm is still keenly
missed by many here, was clearly
thrilled at her virtual reunion with
her friend Margaret. “When I arrived
in Rio in the early 70s, I had the
good fortune to have Margaret as a
neighbor and friend. Before or since,
I have never known anyone with such
courage and firmness of purpose. We
stayed in contact after I moved to
Manaus. When she was planning her
1982 journey in the Amazon, I was well
situated to help her, as my job with the
WWF/INPA was to organize logistics.
Rowing her canoe while she searched
for rare species on the Rio Negro was
an unforgettable experience.”
Got the shirt, bought the book, now
see the film!
Sponsored by Chevron and Cultural
Secretariat of the State of Rio de Janeiro,
the film premiered with huge success at
the Rio Film Festival and has a packed
itinerary of international screenings
ahead of it. The film goes commercial,
Brazil-wide, at the end of April, and
Cariocas will be able to join Margaret
on her quest for the Moonflower at
the Espaço Itaú de Cinema Rio de
Janeiro (ex-Botafogo Artplex) and the
delightful Instituto Moreira Salles, in
Gávea. Check the local press for times
and venues.
Enjoy, and welcome back, Margaret.

For almost a century Ilha das Flôres
was known as “Brazil’s doorway”.
From 1883 to 1966 this bucolic spot
near the northeastern shore of Baía
de Guanabara welcomed hundreds
of thousands of immigrants, mostly
from Portugal, Italy, Spain, Poland and
Germany. During some of those years
as many as 70,000 new arrivals were
welcomed and processed in the island’s
Hospedaria dos Imigrantes. More
information on both the Hospedaria
and immigration to Brazil can be
found in the following site: <http://
pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospedaria_de_
imigrantes_da_Ilha_das_Flores>.
Paquetá is also small but far better
known, perhaps because it has
remained an island, whereas the Ilha
das Flores was incorporated by landfill
into what is now a naval installation
near São Gonçalo and Niteroi. Named
by the Tupi-speaking Tamoio Indians
“paka-etá’” (many pacas), the island
became a summer refuge favored by D.
João VI of Portugal, Brazil’s first King.
On its 1.2 square kilometers, this tiny
islet finds room for nine hills and 12

beaches full of flamboyants, palmeiras
and mango trees.
Our drawing’s Rosetta Stone may be
pointing in the direction of Praia da
Moreninha, one of Paquetá’s smaller
beaches. Hidden from the artist’s view,
Paquetá’s west side features the Pedra
da Moreninha (Moreninha’s Boulder),
well-known to most Brazilians because
of the romance “A Moreninha”, written
by Joaquim Manuel de Macedo in 1844
and still widely read. “A Moreninha”
was the subject of two movies (1915,
1970) and two telenovelas by Globo
(1965, 1975), which helps even more
to explain the popularity of the
eponymous boulder.
A mere 300 meters farther west from
Moreninha Beach lies the even tinier
Ilha de Brocoió. Brocoió should be
called the “real” Governor’s Island.
Purchased in 1944 by Rio when it was
still the Distrito Federal, it has long
been closed to the public and became
the state governor’s official vacation

island when the country’s capital was
moved to Brasília in 1960. The only
residence on this 200,000 square-meter
island is the red roof tiled Palacete do
Telhado Vermelho, designed by Joseph
Gire, the French architect of the
Copacabana Palace Hotel.
According to recent rumours, Ilha
de Brocoió will be reopened to the
public; if you want to know what
you’ve been missing (cotias, ghosts
and a pipe organ) there’s a fascinating
video clip at <http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LfdZfM__ZZw>. Even more
interesting, an Immigrants’ Museum
will supposedly be built and opened to
the public on Ilha das Flores. If so, who
knows? Tourists may be able to go to
both small Ilhas from Paquetá by boat,
which would make the 70-minute,
R$4,50 ferryboat trip from Praça XV
(Centro) to Ilha de Paquetá even more
attractive.

RIO SCENERY

MOVIES

Margaret Mee e a Flor da Lua

Peter Janos Kurz

View from the Ilha das Flores
Drawn in Rio de Janeiro July, 1949, by János Antal Kürz

ADVERTISE IN
THE UMBRELLA

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO
BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE: TEL: 21 2539-6695
EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

—Elizabeth Wynn Jones
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Model United Nations

Schools

[Editors’ Note: One of the features of
life in the English speaking community
in Rio de Janeiro is our connection to,
and admiration of, the international
schools that educate our youth. Rio is a
cosmopolitan town, or so people claim,
but there is always a temptation for those
of us who live here to focus principally on
things Carioca. One of the best ways that
has arisen to ensure that schoolchildren
get a wider picture of the world is the
Model United Nations (MUN) program.
Nowadays, there are a number of MUN
events, held in Brazil and abroad. We’re
proud to say that students at EARJ,
OLM and TBS have a great history of
participation in these events. We’ve asked
each school to say something about its
involvement in Model United Nations.
We also coaxed them into sending some
pictures to show how much fun it is!]

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
(TBS)
A Short History of Success
A project that started as a small venture
at The British School, Rio de Janeiro has
been steadily becoming a major event for
the school. Thirteen years ago, six pupils
headed to Minas Gerais for their first
Model United Nations conference at the
university PUC Minas, bringing home
two honourable mentions and a Best
Delegate Award.
With this tiny taste of success, Geography
teacher Dave Williams felt encouraged to
make the school’s involvement bigger.
Only three years later, in 2003, the
BSRJ MUN was launched with only 26
delegates. Since then, there has been a
conference every year and in 2012 the
number of delegates surpassed 300 for
the 4th year in a row. The 2013 BSRJ
MUN at TBS will take place from 17th –
19th May.
Though 250 of these delegates were

pupils of the school, there were students
from all over Brazil and the world.
They came from St Georges North in
Buenos Aires - Argentina, San Silvestre
in Lima - Peru, Northlands BA and in
2004, even some pupils from Glenunga
International School in Australia made
their way to Rio just for the conference.
The British School has also hosted the
Latin American Heads Conference
(LAHC) student conference twice as an
MUN in 2005 and 2010. More than 60
students from over 20 LAHC schools
were involved in both conferences.
TBS Students have also been travelling
all over the world so as to participate in
more Model United Nations events as
well. The school’s participation in Brazil
MUN has become a yearly occurrence
since 2003, and since 2005 pupils have
been travelling to Harvard to speak as
delegates in their conference. In 2011,
the school participated in Yale MUN,
and from 2006 to 2011 students went to
Bahia for the Salvador MUN. This year,
they have returned to Salvador, from 20th
to 24th March, as the Umbrella is going
to press.
Model United Nations conferences allow
students to discuss and seek solutions
to problems ranging from human rights
abuses, conflicts between nations and
environmental issues. Participation
in these events enables students to
develop a far better understanding and
appreciation of current global affairs. The
school continues with its triumph in the
international relations conferences this
year, as students will be heading to the
Dominican Republic MUN for the first
time in late October, where there will be
1500 delegates from all over the world.

OUR LADY OF MERCY
SCHOOL (OLM)
The National High School Model
United Nations (New York City)

OLM´s participation in Model United
Nations conferences began in 2003 when
Dr. Charles Lyndaker, then the school’s
superintendent, invited teachers Rosana
Stepanski Paes and Lucia Helena Oliveira
to attend a meeting in Curitiba, Paraná,
where several American schools in Brazil
met to begin a Model United Nations
in Brazil. The project was developed
and BRAMUN (Brazil Model United
Nations) was created.
BRAMUN began the following year in
Angra dos Reis and several American
schools from Brazil and Latin America
participated. The main objective was to
debate world problems in a diplomatic
way. Students became delegates and
represented UN member nations from all
continents. OLM was highly participative
in BRAMUN over the next three years,
when we were invited to participate of
the 2006 NHSMUN (National High
School Model United Nations) in New
York.
2006 was a milestone in our schools
participation of Model UN. Twelve
students went to this worldwide
conference representing Mongolia. They
were outstanding in their knowledge of
the country they represented and their
diplomatic performance during debates,
caucuses, writing of resolutions, and
seriousness.
After this, the project became part of
the schools calendar and since then we
have been at NHSMUN, every year,
representing nations such as Angola,
Georgia, Spain, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Niger
in the General Assembly, in addition to
other Special committees such as WHO,
UNESCO, NGOs, Security Council, and
the WIPO.
The conference is usually held in the
first week of March at the Hilton NY
from Wednesday to Friday. The voting
session of the resolutions written during
those three days is held at the United

TBS students.
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OLM students.

Nations Headquarters in the actual UN
General Assembly with students seated
at their representative country. This
year our school represented Slovenia
in the General Assembly and Special
Committees and Spain for the European
Union Special Committee.
The main teaching objective is to guide
our students in research and writing, in
depth, about the countries and the topics
presented by the organization. At the
same time students meet with over 3000
peers of different ethnicities, religions,
and languages from the whole world.
This integration process enhances their
learning skills and trains them to present
their opinion in a fair and impartial way.
Our students have been brilliant in
all conferences, and since 2003 the
teachers have worked to make students
into better citizens, more conscious of
their obligations and above all, to accept
different opinions and be able to debate
issues that affect the lives of millions
of other persons helping to build a
more harmonious world for the future
generations.

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
OF RIO DE JANEIRO
The Model United Nations student
club at Escola Americana do Rio de
Janeiro (EARJ) has been having a highly
successful 2012-2013 year. With a large

freshman core this year, the club had
some big shoes to fill, especially after
coming off a year with several honorable
mentions and the Best Delegate Award
at BRAMUN 2012. However, Student
leaders quickly adopted a student driven
philosophy and began training incoming
newbies using a mentoring system that
resulted in a more informed student
group that have won several awards and
honorable mentions thus far.
Brenno Ribeiro and Paula Pereira, our
only seniors this year, took on new
leadership roles and pioneered the
mentoring program, which called for
our few experienced MUN participants
to guide newcomers. The first two
months of club meetings were spent
training beginners in MUN language,
etiquette, research and how to write and
debate a resolution. The final test that
promoted the newcomers to being active
members and eligible for participation in
a conference was their ability to draft a
resolution and debate it in a simulated
MUN forum while being guided by their
mentors.
After preparing our newcomers for two
months, our group was ready for their first
conference: SALMUN, held at the Pan
American School of Bahia in November of
2012. The conference is the second largest
Brazilian MUN conference and pre-cursor
to the coveted BRAMUN conference held
in Bahia in March (as the Umbrella goes to
press). EARJ was eager to get their feet wet

and newbies stepped up to
the plate. At the conference,
veterans and newcomers
alike were awarded prizes
as best delegates and
honorable mentions for
their outstanding debating
skills and participation. The
students left the SALMUN
conference with renewed
vigor and confidence ready
to face the next challenge
of the year, the prestigious
THIMUN,
International
Model United Nations
conference held at The
Hague, Holland.
Despite being only 20 minutes from
Amsterdam, EARJ students forewent
sightseeing and worked all day debating
in several different committees. Their
perseverance paid off again as a key
resolution authored by Thomas Stern
(sophomore) was adopted. The resolution
on the Environment and Economy was
so comprehensive and creative that
it passed several panels before finally
making it to the General Assembly floor
where it was debated by all the countries
and approved. The THIMUN Approval
Panel selected the resolution along with
a few others to undergo a further review
for possible consideration by the United
Nations in New York. This achievement is
notable as one of the highest recognitions
possible at THIMUN.
EARJ MUN students have had a great
year and look forward to the last
challenge of the year, the BRAMUN
conference now being held, where we will
field 20 student delegates. Our seniors
and juniors have showed great leadership
and our newcomers have developed into
very capable MUN debaters. In addition,
to help with debating skills and MUN
practices our club has recently adopted
the OMUN-online to help connect MUN
students around the world in online
debates and forums. EARJ is piloting the
program this year and is the only South
American school participating (so far).
We are looking forward to continued
success in the years to come.

EARJ students.
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THEATRE

Classified ads

COMO VENCER NA VIDA SEM FAZER
FORÇA
EWA PROCTER

Well, a new musical just opened! It is not
really new, as “How to Succeed in Business
without Really Trying” had its first run on
Broadway in 1961 and was a huge success—
it ran for 1,400 performances and received
seven Tony Awards, as well as a surprising
Pulitzer Award as Best Theatre Play.

Falcão is responsible for the beautiful
scenery that changes all the time to show
different locations in Biggley’s firm, and the
changes are always right on cue. Marcelo
Pies designed the very nice costumes,
all enhanced by Paulo César Medeiros’s
wonderful lighting.

In 1963, the production was presented
in London, and in 1964 in its first version
in Brazil. In 1995, Broadway had its first
revival, where Matthew Broderick won
the Tony as Best Actor. It was revived once
again in 2011 in New York, starring Daniel
Radcliffe. The show won two Tony Awards
and was nominated for the Grammy for best
musical album.

However, the play is old. The story is old.
And it is all kept in the era when it was
written, so it may not be what more modern
musicals bring us these days. Still and all,
it is very enjoyable, well produced, has
good acting and singing plus fine dancing.
But obviously it all depends on what the
audience is looking for!

“How to Succeed in Business without Really
Trying” is set in the 1960’s. To summarize the
story: smart J. Pierrepont Finch, who starts
as a window cleaner, uses a series of tricks to
get a better job, moving from one position
to another, and becoming very successful in
the company presided over by obtuse J. B.
Biggley. There, Finch wins the heart of one
of the secretaries, Rosemary. Between each
of his achievements to improve his status
in the firm, he has to deal mainly with the
arrogant Bud and Hedy LaRue, respectively
Biggley’s nephew and mistress. Obviously,
Finch is not someone most people like. He
must have thought of something William
Schwenk Gilbert (1836-1911) said: “Yet
everybody says I’m such a disagreeable man!
And I can’t think why!”
In the present show Cláudio Botelho is
responsible for the Brazilian version (as
well as for the musical supervision) of the
text by Abe Burrows, Jack Weinstock and
Willie Gilbert, and of the music and lyrics
by Frank Loesser. The excellent direction
of this musical is by Charles Moeller, a
long-time partner of Botelho. Rogério
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Luiz Fernando Guimarães and Gregório
Duvivier play Biggley and Finch with great
gusto. Letícia Colin, as Rosemary, is very
good in her “ingénue” role; the same can be
said for the supporting cast, that includes
Moeller and Botelho’s “old timers” (actors
and actresses that have already appeared in
other musicals that were staged by them). I
would like to give special mention to Ada
Chaseliov and Cássio Pandolfi, both of
whom seem to grow in every new show. And
obviously, it is always a pleasure to watch
Gottsha, a wonderful singer, as “Smitty”.
As the director of this musical very
appropriately says: “The most interesting
thing is that the main character (Finch) is
basically a villain. But even so the audience
roots for him.” Moeller goes on comparing
Finch to the figure of Harlequin in the
Commedia Dell’Arte, who is also a character
full of tricks.
The live orchestra has nine musicians,
conducted by Zaida Valentim who also takes
part as one of the performers. This orchestra
is well tuned to the general atmosphere of
the show. The musical direction was done

SERVICES
Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON. experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived many years
overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. Brazilian-British CLINICAL
Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS • bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by
phone (21) 9966.9494 or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE
IPANEMA RENTAL: Private Mews House,located one block from beach.
Charmingly decorated, large master bedroom with queen bed,
dressing RM., Living/Dining RM., fully equipped kitchen. Long - short
stay. Excellent value. CALL Candida (55) (21) 2247-7079
E-mail: casa06ipanema@gmail.com
Home Help , (Daily) • Reliable. General Duties, Cooking. Looking after
children &/or elderly people. Payment by arrangement.
Verônica • 3970-5303 (Portuguese). FOR Reference CALL Dr. Gilbert – 21
2541-2126/9645-7891

Luiz Fernando Guimarães and Gregorio Duvivier

Paulo Nogueira who also prepared the
additional arrangements.
“Como Vencer na Vida Sem Fazer Força” is
playing at the Teatro Oi Casa Grande. This
theatre is located on Avenida Afrânio de
Mello Franco, 290 – Leblon, telephone (21)
2511-0800. There is paid parking inside the
Shopping Leblon. The performances take
place on Thursdays and Fridays at 9:00 pm;
on Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 9:00 pm; and on
Sundays, at 7:00 pm. Prices of tickets vary:
on Thursdays, they range from R$ 30 (thirty
reais) to R$ 170 (one hundred and seventy
reais); on the other days, they go from R$
40 (forty reais) to R$ 190 (one hundred and
ninety reais). There is a 50% (fifty percent)
discount for students and senior citizens.
This musical is scheduled to run until midJune. At the time I am writing this article
I have no information on the censorship.
However, as the musical is quite long, I
believe it would not be indicated for the very
young!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre
translator and a Board Member of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

Expat Psychology RJ , Dr. Niamh Whiriskey (MSc., PhD.), Clinical Psychologist providing psychological services to the English-speaking
community of Rio. Registered in Ireland & Brazil (CRP: 43088). Appointment by phone (21) 2832700 or e-mail - info@expatpsychologyrj.com

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE
ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY IN RIO
BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE:
TEL: 21 2539-6695
EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

LEBLON HOUSE FOR RENT

Luxury living in peaceful surroundings!
Magnificent home at Jardim Pernambuco
luxury home condominium. 4 bedrooms, home
office, spacious living room, dining, kitchen,
laundry room. 5 cars garage. Pool. Garden.
2 maids rooms. The condominium offers
24 hours security guards service
and gated entrances.
For information call: 55 21 3902-5292
or 9926-8800

www.AcesseImovel.com.br

Letters
Dear Editors
As a footnote to my February article “Time for a Cachaça or Two”
I’d like to pass on the following bit of legal advice, sent to us by
cachaça producers in Rio Grande do Sul.
“How many times have you gone into a bar or restaurant and
ordered a Caipirinha, and heard the waiter ask “vodka or cachaça”?
My friends, that this still happens is a sorry state of affairs.
In 1997 the International Bartenders Association, headquartered in
London, recognized the Caipirinha as one of the 50 most important
drinks of the 21st century. Since 2003 the recipe has been protected
by federal Decree No. 4.851, signed by then President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso. By this decree, Caipirinha is “a typical Brazilian
drink, having between 15 and 36% alcohol content by volume at 20
degrees celsius, obtained exclusively with cachaça, adding lime and
sugar.”(emphasis supplied)
Many people prefer mixed cocktails with vodka or sakê, containing
fruits like persian lime, pineapple, passion fruit, starfruit, tangerine,
lichee and red berries, not to mention other variations found
throughout Brazil, but the legitimate CAIPIRINHA is made with
cachaça, limes, sugar and ice.”
So now you know—it’s the law!
Henry Adler

FOR SALE
Family Home in Urca
Secure location in a very prestigious area. House
constructed area of 318m2 on 700m2 plot. Living,
dining, TV room, kitchen, lavabo. 4 bedrooms with
cupboards (2 suites), bathroom, maid’s suite, ample
laundry. Large terrace, spectacular view, veranda,
swimming pool, barbecue, pizza oven, gardens
and trees. 2 car garage.

For information call: 55 21 3902-5292

www.AcesseImovel.com.br
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NOVEMBER

02 INC New Members meeting, 10:30 am
05 EMAN BENEFIT CONCERT – Jubilee Hall, 7 – 10 pm
06 EARJ International Fair, Gávea Campus
09 INC Cafezinho + speaker, Zona Sul 10:30 am
11 INC Thursty Thursday, Laranjeiras 7:30 pm
12 RIS International Fair, Barra da Tijuca
13/14 INC Gourmet Weekend, Angra dos Reis
14 Christ Church AGM, Jubilee Hall 11:30 am, lunch follows
16 BCS AGM, Jubilee Hall 6:30 pm, film premier 7:30 pm
16 INC Doctors Series Cafezinho, Barra 10:30 am
17 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana, 6pm
18 INC Speaker Series, Midrash Leblon, 7:30 pm
22-26 OLM Spring Break
23 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – ST. GEORGE’S DAY
29 TBS Annual General Meeting, Botafogo
30 INC General Meeting, Midrash Leblon, 10:30 am

01 AmSoc Halloween Party
08 RBL Gala Poppy Ball
10 RBL Remembrance Service (CC)
15 Proclamation of Republic, national holiday

MAY
01 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – LABOR DAY
15 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana, 6pm
18 BCS Beatles Night, Jubilee Hall 7pm
25 TBS Founder’s Day Fête (Barra Site)
25 AmSoc America’s Day @ EARJ
30 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Corpus Christi
JUNE
08 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party
11 RIS last day of classes
15-30 Confederations Cup across Brazil
21 EARJ last day of classes
27 OLM last day of classes
28 TBS last day of classes
JULY
23–29 Catholic World Youth Day in Rio
AUGUST
17 AmSoc Mexican Night
21 InC Taste of Rio
OCTOBER

DECEMBER
01 AmSoc Thanksgiving Lunch
05 TBS Carol Service (CC & Jubilee Hall)
07 WDA bazaar (Jubilee Hall)
09 SCM concert (CC)
14 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall)
15 Carols by Candlelight CC
16 SCM Sing-along Messiah (CC)
25 Christmas – Family Communion CC
Every Tuesday morning:
WDA make marmalade, chutney
Every Tuesday morning:
InC morning cafézinhos
Every Tuesday evening:
SAS Scottish Dancing @ Paissandu (April-October)
Every Second and Third Thursday:
InC evening events
Every Third Wednesday
Canadian Happy Hour @ Amir
*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):
AmSoc = American Society
BCS = British and Commonwealth
CC = Christ Church
EARJ = American School
InC = International Club of Rio
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School
RBL = Royal British Legion
RIS = Rio International School
SAS = St. Andrews Society
SCM = Society of Choral Music
TBS = The British School
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

HEALTHY ADVICE FROM THE FCO: OVER 55s RISK HUGE MEDICAL
BILLS BY NOT TAKING OUT COMPREHENSIVE HOLIDAY INSURANCE
You could be hit with a bill for many
thousands of pounds for medical
treatment if you are taken ill or injured
while abroad. And yet one in ten over
55-year-olds admit that they do not
always take out travel insurance before
going on holiday - even though more
than half say they suffer from a medical
condition of some sort.
Research carried out by the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office (FCO) shows
that a third (35%) of those who don’t
always take out travel insurance choose
not to because they are only going on a
short break. Just over a quarter (27%)
say it’s too expensive and nearly one in
five (18%) believe they don’t need to
as they are visiting family and friends.
Many also say they don’t need a policy
as they are covered by their bank.
Perhaps more concerning is the fact
that one in five (21%) with a policy
are willing to risk invalidating it by
not declaring an existing condition
because they are on medication which
allows them to manage it. While 15 per
cent admit that they wouldn’t update
their policy at all if they developed a
medical condition or were prescribed
new drugs for an existing condition.

Every year, FCO staff provide assistance
to thousands of British nationals,
including over-55-year-old travellers
who have invalidated their policy or
taken out the wrong cover.
Mark Simmonds, Minister for
Consular Policy at the FCO, said: “It
won’t happen to me’ or ‘I’ll be fine’
are risky assumptions to make when
deciding whether or not to take out
comprehensive travel insurance. ...
Being prepared can mean the difference
between the holiday of a lifetime and a
holiday from hell. Being unwell abroad
is stressful enough without the added
pressure of having to find thousands of
pounds to pay for treatment.
“We will do everything we can to
support people who find themselves
needing medical assistance or
treatment abroad, but the FCO cannot
pay medical bills or fund medical
repatriation back to the UK. Taking
out a comprehensive policy and
declaring any medical condition may
be an added expense at the time but
it’s a worthwhile investment compared
to what you could end up paying if
something goes wrong when you are
on holiday.”

According to the Association of
British Insurers (ABI), the cost of
medical treatment is often significantly
underestimated by people travelling
abroad...a claim in the United States
for blood pressure and cholesterolrelated medical emergencies, such as
heart attacks and strokes, could cost up
to £100,000.
The FCO can:
• Provide information about transferring
money
• Give you a list of local doctors, lawyers,
interpreters or funeral directors
• Contact friends and family back home
for you if you wish
• Issue you with replacement travel
documents
The FCO can’t:
• Get you better treatment in hospital
than is given to local people
• Pay any bills or give you money
• Make travel arrangements for you
Full details of how the Foreign Office
can provide support to British nationals
when things go wrong abroad are
outlined in the publication, Support for
British nationals abroad: A guide: www.
fco.gov.uk/travel.

BRITISH CONSULATE

Calendar

APRIL

05 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo)
19 SAS Caledonian Ball
ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
BCS OFFICE: TEL: 21 2539-6695
EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

DEADLINE
for our May 2013 issue is Monday, 22nd April
The editors welcome contributions from all our readers!
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