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From the Chaplain

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

“Carnival or Pancakes”

The Fool on April

Rev. Ben Phillips

MICHAEL ROYSTER
Carnaval came late, autumn arrived right
on time with temperatures of almost
40ºC, the rain remained in Ukraine, and
São Paulo’s Governor is casting covetous
glances towards the headwaters of the
Paraíba, which riverrruns past Resende’s
Campos Elíseos, but dries up in the very
non-Elysian Campos dos Goytacazes
downstream.
What to do when there’s heat and more
heat and sun and more sun but nary a
drop of rain? Why, take a holiday, of
course! How could anyone possibly think
of working in such a climate? That would
be most un-Carioca. But fear not! The
calendar gods have conspired to give us
all practically a full week of holidays in
April. It starts with Maundy Thursday
(hands up all ye who know what
“Maundy” means) and continues through
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter
Sunday, Toothpuller Monday and ends
on Ogun Wednesday, when St George
will slay the Dragon of Sloth, doubtless
in commemoration of The Bard of Avon’s
birth and death.
The above is not really a digression, because
one of our principal features this month is

a Fool’s Guide to April, where holidays
and remembrances of important dates and
personages are liberally scattered about.
Our other feature continues the saga of
the Fabulous Hidden Underground
Treasures in the bowels of downtown Rio,
according to a certain famous journalist
cum fictionalist of the last century.
The Community Calendar will show
many events in April, but please sneak
a peek at June and July to learn the nonworking days we will enjoy as Brazil hosts
the 2014 World Cup. Schools are all closing
for their mid-year break, and holidays
will happen whenever games are played at
the refurbished Maracanã stadium. Most
Cariocas will not feel like working when
Brazil plays its three first round games, even
if they are against teams that don’t look like
much of a challenge. So, plan ahead.
On a more serious note, the Street Child
World Cup, which began on March 28th,
will end on Sunday, April 6th with a game
at the Fluminense football stadium. This
is an incredibly worthy effort, designed to
assist those who have been largely forgotten
by society, all over the world. No child
should ever have to live in the street, and

The Umbrella hopes that its readers will
have been able to see some of the wonderful
work being done by SCWC founder John
Wroe and his hundreds of helpers.
In closing, the Quondam wishes to pass the
following invitation along to all readers:
“As a tribute to the Leader and Supreme
Commander of the Bolivarian Revolution
Hugo Rafael Chávez Frías, PDVSA do
Brasil, together with the ConsulateGeneral of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela in Rio de Janeiro...is honored
to invite everyone to the exhibition
“Chávez, plantio da pátria, colheita
da revolução” [“Chávez, sowing the
homeland, reaping the revolution”].
Visits: Monday to Friday, 9 am to 6 pm,
12th March – 10th April, the Atrium,
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Av.
Pasteur 250, Urca.”

While Rio rocked to the beat of Samba,
as people gyrated in fabulous costumes,
blocking streets and drinking copious
amounts of beer late into the night, we
settled down to 20 pancakes, five each,
with cheese, Nutella, maple syrup
or lemon and sugar: the Phillips
family felt something of the contrast
of our Northern European protestant
traditions with the rich, hot-blooded
culture of samba and blocos and
carnival.

shriven, to go to confession to prepare
for Ash Wednesday. I have heard
the pancake became popular because
some Christians staggered their fast so
that in the first week they would give
up dairy products, in the next week
they would give up meat and in the
last week all food. As you probably
know, in Britain Pancake Tuesday is
very popular as both a secular custom
as well as a Christian one. We just love
pancakes!

Yet both the Shrove Tuesday pancake
tradition and the Carnival come from
the same root. Both are designed to
empty the cupboards in preparation
for the Lenten fast. Many Christians
fast during lent, some (not many!)
go the whole hog and give up eating
for the entire 46 days, most give up
some of the luxuries of life like meat
and alcohol to focus our minds on
abstinence.

The point of the fast is to prepare for
the feast, to prepare for the festival.
Physically, we prepare our bodies,
spiritually we prepare our souls. We
consider our sins and our lifestyles
as we look forward to celebrating the
resurrection of Christ, the miracle
which broke the curse of the fall and
brought the possibility of forgiveness
and union with God. Our pancakes
and our carnival lead us to a point of
renouncing the flesh whilst we prepare
for the greatest of Christian festivals,
Easter.

The name carnival is taken from the
late-Latin carne vale, meaning farewell
to meat, and perhaps also farewell
to flesh and the things of the flesh.
Shrove Tuesday was the day to be

Please do not think that this is only for
the super-holy, or the ultra-devoted —

this is for everyone. Jesus said, “There
will be more rejoicing in heaven [a
big street party in the sky!] over one
sinner who repents than over ninetynine righteous persons who do not
need to repent.” All have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God so the
gift of forgiveness is for all, and the
time of spiritual preparation and
consideration of sin is good for us all.
Have a good Lent.
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British and Commonwealth
Society (BCS)
Dear BCS members,

On 15th April at 6:30pm we will hold
the BCS Annual General Meeting
at which the Chairman and Hon.
Treasurer report on the year and 5
council members are elected for terms
of 2 years each. By the time you read
this, we will already have contacted
you about this meeting, at which the
First Trustee of the NRH Fund (Mary
Crawshaw) will also report on the past
year’s activities. The AGM is a good
opportunity for members to find out
what the society has been up to – and
to meet some other members. We plan
to serve soft drinks and sandwiches.
Please join us.

We have been busy during these
past two months. Our Botafogo site
has undergone a legally required
‘autovistoria’ check-up, with a firm
of engineers and architects carefully
checking everything. I am pleased to
advise that they have reported that
our buildings are essentially sound,
even though a few things need to
be done to bring them up to the sort
of high standards required by the
Prefeitura after a building in the centre
of Rio collapsed last year. We have
also completely revamped the electrics
on the site, a major job which was
done during the school holidays as it
involved switching off the electricity
supply on several occasions.
I am reading a book called ‘A South
American War’ which I highly
recommend to anyone who is interested
in the 1982 Falklands War. The author,
Jeremy Brown, was British Air attaché
in Brasilia during the conflict and was
closely involved with the incident of
the British Vulcan bomber landing in
Rio, which he explains in detail. As
well as describing the war, he explains
the background and the responses of
Argentina’s neighbours, particularly
Brazil and Chile.
Letter from the Queen

corners
and more...
OLM MUN Team with Estonian Ambassador

Robert Barclay, Chairman

Bob Werner and US Con. Gen. John Creamer

Society of Choral Music (SCM)

The SCM Easter Concert
Monday April 14, 8pm in Christ
Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
made his mark on the history of Sacred
Music by the quantity, quality and
variety of his production. A faithful
Lutheran, he enriched Christian
liturgy with cantatas, oratories,
passions, magnificats, arias, motets,
various choral works and music for the
organ, both for concerts and for church
services. The SCM starts its 2014 Easter
concert with the choral prelude “O
Mensch, bewein´ dein Sünde Gross”
B.A. 39, n.149 (Strassburg, Psalm
1526).
The Cantata no. 4 “Christ lag in
Todesbanden” (Christ lay in death
enshrouded) is based on a hymn
by Martin Luther (1483-1546). The
melody is the Gregorian sequence
“Victimae Paschali Laudes”, attributed
to Bishop Wipo de Borgonha in the 11th
century. J.S.Bach composed Cantata
no. 4 in 1724, using an introduction in
best Buxtehude style. He then divided
the work into seven parts, one for each
verse of Luther’s hymn. In this concert
the arias and duets will be sung by the

Giovanni Bellini, Resurrection of Christ
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Past Chair and 2012 Yearbook editor
Jack Woodall took the initiative of
sending a copy of the 2012 Jubilee
Yearbook to Buckingham Palace and
we were delighted to receive the reply
which is shown below, informing us
that Her Majesty was interested to see
the publication. If she had known that
during production the editor died and
was brought back to life by his wife, she
would have been amazed.

Johan Sebastian Bach

choir. All the verses end with the word
Hallelujah.
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (18091847) was extremely influenced by
Bach’s sacred work. He is the 19th
century composer most dedicated to
Sacred Music, composing cantatas,
oratories, motets, psalms, choral works
and music for the organ. The SCM is
presenting the motets “Grant us Thy
peace” (Verleih uns Freiden gnädiglich,
by Martin Luther) and “Lord, I flee to
Thee for refuge” (Op. 96).
Ruy Wanderley,
Director

Choirmaster

Nations is an international event that
gathers students from all over the
world to debate various global issues.
OLM represented Estonia during the
event, and were pleased to receive a
visit of the Estonian Ambassador to
the UN, who graciously consented
to take a picture. Moreover, knowing
that April 23rd is St George’s Day, and
a holiday in Rio, the group gathered
outside the building to commemorate
the slaying of the dragon.

Kris Werner and crowd

and
OLM & St George

The American Society
(AmSoc)
The American Society is back once
again in 2014, with an exciting lineup of events for all our members (and
non-members, but we’d really like to
have all our readers join us—annual
dues are the same as last year, the
discounts are the same as last year, and
the events, well, just keep on reading.
Monday, March 10th, the American
Society held its Annual General
Meeting at the J W Marriott Hotel on
Copacabana Beach. We voted on a few
amendments to the Society’s Articles,
among which was reducing the size of
the Board of Governors and eliminating
the Executive Board. There are now 10
elected Board Members serving two
year terms, 5 of whom are elected each
year to assure some turnover.
Thursday, March 13th, AmSoc
conducted a Happy Hour (almost an
Un-Happy Hour) honoring Bob and
Kris Werner, who will shortly depart
these shores for new ones, after 7 years
at EARJ and the American Society.
We’ll miss them mightily, and we were

The happy crowd

glad to have a crowd of some 30 well
wishers to bid them adieu, as you can
see from the pictures.
Saturday, April 5th, at Our Lady of
Mercy school in Botafogo, we will
once again hold our super hyper mega
event, that most American of daytime
pastimes, the Pancake Brunch! From
9:30 am to 12 noon, you can grab as
many flapjacks as you want, complete
with maple syrup, as well as coffee,
juice, fruit and bacon! Last time we had
over 200 people so come early or come
late, and enjoy a fabulous morning
with loads of American friends!

Our Lady of Mercy School
(OLM)
On March 1st 2014, a group of 16 OLM
high school students, led by High
School Counselor Cristina Machado,
went to New York to participate in the
NHSMUN Project (ONU Project). The
National High School Model United

On March, 29th, our community
celebrated its annual International
Festival. This festival has been a yearly
event since 2002 and began so that our
community could celebrate differences
and learn about cultures other than
our own. The International Festival
highlights the different countries that
are represented by the families in our
community.

The American School of
Rio de Janeiro (EARJ)
Generations of Escola Americana
families who studied in Gávea trekked
over on February 22nd to join the
Barra families and teachers for the
inauguration of the architecturally
stunning, state-of-the-art campus
near the Jardins Santa Monica
condominium. There were guided
tours, refreshments, lots of former
staff and even a batucada band with
performers from school staff.
The beautiful and well-planned
educational complex consists of
14,000m2 constructed area on a lot of
5
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formality in 2014 of commemorating
the 100th anniversary of the start of The
Great War and the sombre influence
some might feel was more appropriate.
Matters would be considered further
and there were other influencing
factors on the format for the event.

corners

Formalities of the meeting were
concluded, such as the Registering of
Proxy Votes and the Minutes of the
Previous AGM before moving on.

and more...

Jeremy Ribeiro dos Santos, Branch
Treasurer, provided a financial report
with a Balance Sheet showing the
Branch was in a sound financial state.
He described the financial activities
regarding payments and investments
during the last year with a prediction
of what the Branch might need to
consider with respect to its ability
to generate income and the possible
expenditure it might face. Although
an Agenda Item for later in the meeting
he thought the financial health of the
Branch did not expressly require the
raising of further income by increasing
the annual subscription.

EARJ audience pre-ceremony

17,500 m2. Maintaining the innovative
design of the Gávea Campus, the
classrooms in Barra are situated
around an oval base with spectacular
360 degree views from the bank of
windows on each floor. The combined
gymnasium / auditorium, located in
the center of the structure, is visible
from all parts of the school. Consistent
with a US-influenced educational
approach, the campus includes two
acoustically-engineered music rooms
and studios; a computer lab; a science
lab; a spacious library; art rooms; and
multiple sports fields.

Royal British Legion (RBL)

Chairman, Colin Reed, led the meeting
in the Exhortation and in his Opening
Remarks and Address described the
support the Branch had given during
the last year and the activities it had
been engaged in. The meeting heard
the demand for support was not heavy
but continuous with sudden emergency
situations cropping up that required
speedy resolution. One such case
had led to the RBL, BCS, and Christ
Church (Rev. Ben Phillips) meeting
with the Consul General Consular Staff
to discuss what procedures should be
adopted if visitor welfare cases arise
during the World Cup where the BCS
or RBL might become involved in
being approached first. Colin reported
this meeting had been extremely
informative and expressed his thanks
to the Consular Staff for their helpful
attention to the matter. Whilst on this
theme of appreciation, the Chairman
also thanked Members for remaining
such, although he reported with
sadness those that had died during the
year, and thanked the Committee for
their work during the year.

On 12 March the Rio de Janeiro Branch
of the Royal British Legion held its
Annual General Meeting in the Jubilee
Hall, Botafogo. We were delighted to
welcome stalwart members such as
Melchisedech Afonso de Carvalho,
Robert Barclay and a very sprightly
Joyce Jeans.

Not for these pages to spare
embarrassment, he singled out those
who had contributed time and effort
to make the RBL Gala Dinner last year
such a success. He mentioned thoughts
of whether the Branch should revert to
a Ball format for November this year
or continue with a Dinner noting the

Mr. Robert Werner, Headmaster
from 2007-2014, who brought the
Barra campus project to fruition, was
surprised and delighted to see the
plaque which names the gymnasium /
auditorium after him in recognition of
his persistence and vision.

Mr Robert Werner
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There then followed the Election of the
Branch Officials for the forthcoming
year and it was noted with pleasure
that all current Committee Members
were willing to continue in their
current appointments for a further
year. Of greater pleasure was hearing
that Mark Harris had agreed to
join the Committee. Thus the 2014
Committee is President: Vacant,
although the President is appointed
by the Committee; Chairman: Colin
Reed. Vice Chairman/Secretary: Steve
Carnt;
Treasurer: Jeremy Ribeiro dos Santos;
Membership Secretary: Judi Newsam;
Standard Bearer: Ron Lees; Welfare
Committee Chairman: Colin Reed;
Welfare Committee Member: Rev.
Ben Phillips; Members: Patrick
Hamilton-Hill, Mike McLoughlin and
Mark Harris, who were all duly elected
in the positions shown.
The Committee deferred setting a
date for the first Committee meeting
pending further discussion (it has now
been set for 1 Apr 14).
In considering Confirmation of Branch
Subscription Fee 2014 the meeting
noted the earlier remarks of the
Treasurer and agreed the Subscription
for 2014 should remain at R$70.
Steve Carnt apologised that not all
members had received cards this

year. For some reason they had
become stuck in Customs and finding
them was proving difficult. However
replacements could be printed in the
UK and this was being considered.
The meeting agreed that one of the
most important features of the Legion’s
presence in Rio was its participation
in commemorative and other events
in the life of the city that enhanced its
profile and the respect in which it was
held. This could not be underestimated
and the work of Ron Lees, as Branch
Standard Bearer, was particularly vital
in achieving this. Ron’s many activities
and the effort he has to put into
undertaking them were particularly
noteworthy for which the Branch gave
its thanks.
There being no other business the
meeting ended with the Chairman’s
appreciation again to those attending
and a commitment to ensuring the
Committee will do its best to achieve
another successful year for the Rio de
Janeiro Branch.

On arrival Paul was taken direct from
the aircraft to the Copa D’or hospital
with DVT (deep vein thrombosis),
a well known malaise afflicting long
distance travellers. Fortunately Paul
was well taken care of, and he was
discharged from hospital in only a
few days, although his activities were
severely restricted during his stay in
Rio. He returned safely to the UK in
the safe hands of an excellent insurance
company.
The Bowkers did manage to enjoy the
‘Cape to Rio’ Race prize-awarding
ceremony that was completed at ICRJ
— but without the prizes! Brazilian
Customs managed to ‘lose’ the
container that had brought the famous
cups and other prizes from South
Africa, along with other much needed
equipment for the returning SA yachts,
especially their delivery sails.
Hopefully, Brazilian customs will enjoy
some Olympic team training as well.

Stephen Carnt, Secretary

CJ Reed

A note from the Chair:

Women’s Diocesan
Association (WDA)
Donations to charity 2013: Letters of
thanks have been received from the
different charities we donated to at the
end of last year. We wish to pass on
their thanks to all of you, as without
your support it would be extremely
difficult, if not impossible, for us to
achieve such rewarding results. Thank
you all very much.

The Jacaranda of Charrick
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RBL in Thurso, and both Paul and
Mike are former RN submariners.

One of the charities we donate to is the
Orfanato Santa Rita de Cassia. Anyone
wishing to visit the orphanage will be
most welcome. The person to contact
is Sister Mabel and the address is Rua
Florianópolis, 1305, Praça Seca, Jacarepaguá. Phone: 2425-2207.

corners
Jumble Sale: When we returned to
our activities on 11th March we were
very pleased to find a good number
of donations already waiting for us.
So once again we are off to a good
start! Many thanks to those of you
who sent the contributions along to us.
As you know, we receive items for the
Jumble Sale all the year round. Please
note that this year, due to the World
Cup, the Jumble Sale will be held on
Wednesday 2nd July, from 10 am
until noon.

and more...

We realize how busy most people are
these days and that it is not always easy
to find the time to do everything that
needs to be done. We do hope however
that at some stage between now and
June 25th, you will manage to carry out
a good rummage around the house.
The WDA is in need of all those clothes,
shoes, household bits and pieces,
including ornaments and those toys
the children no longer want. It would
be much appreciated and would help
us to ensure the success of our annual
Jumble Sale. Just a reminder, if you
send along any electrical appliances,
please ensure that they are in good
working order. Deliveries can be made
any day during the week to Karin,
secretary, Christ Church, telephone
2226-7332, from 11am to 2 pm or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, telephone
2537-6695, any time between 8.30am
and 4.30 pm.
Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys:
Supplies are now available for sale.
We are in need of empty marmalade/
chutney jars with the metal tops that
From left to right: Darcilia, Maria, Mara, Fatima,
Anne, Vicky, Cida, Leila and Nininha.

I was pleased to receive the visit of
Commodore Mike and Sally Bowker
CBE, who arrived in February on
their 44’ yacht, ‘Jacaranda of Charrick’
(pictured here). They arrived safely
from Cape Town, having taken part
in the prestigious ‘Cape to Rio’ Race,
a major event hosted by the ICRJ at
Urca, in the ‘Double Handed Class’.
Not so lucky was their friend Paul
Carri, who had travelled from Thurso
to join them for the return voyage back
to the UK. Paul is the President of the
7
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we can re-use. We can also use the
Nescafe 100g bottle.

The British School (TBS)
The School has received the following
letter.
“It is with great sadness that we “It is
with great sadness that we announce of
the passing of Joseph (Joe) Misan, on
the morning of 19th February 2014, at
age 57. As well as being an alumnus of
the School in the 1960s, Joe was the son
of Victor Misan, Bursar of the British
School until 1979, and he was the
youngest brother to Mireille Pannett
and Albert Misan, both alumni of the
School.
Joe was a radiant student at the School,
which he not only attended, but also
lived at. He will be remembered mostly

DEADLINE

for our May 2014 issue
is TUESDAY, 22nd April

for bringing lightness to a room with
his utterly infectious joy and laughter,
his generosity and the great love he
had for his family and friends. For
me, and my brother Len, he was more.
He was an uncle, a mentor, a teacher,
a friend, a confidante, who always
went beyond the call of duty, putting
others in need before himself – the
very essence of what it is to be “a
good man.” He is survived by his four
children: Patricia, Vanessa, Erica and
Alexandre.
A honouring observance was held
on 23rd March 2014 at the ‘Sinagoga
– Congregação Judaica do Brasil’ in
Barra da Tijuca – RJ.
Jimmy Pannett”
The British School wishes the family
peace to bring comfort, courage
to face the days ahead and loving
memories to forever hold in your
hearts.

Rio’s soul through the eyes of a singular Gaúcho
If you need cheering up, pop along to
Unirio’s Biblioteca Central, at Avenida
Pasteur 436. Luis Fernando Veríssimo
will soon chase your blues away. A
native of Rio Grande do Sul, a Gaúcho,
by birth and conviction, Veríssimo’s
take on the Carioca Soul will always be
thought-provoking to those who make
their home in the Cidade Maravilhosa.
Books, videos, panels and photos on
display will take you into Veríssimo’s
special world, dominated by a stunning
caricature banner by talented artist
Izan (see photo).
Veríssimo is one of the grandest
of grand men of Brazilian letters.
His output consists of dozens of
short stories, travel diaries, novels
and anthologies of his widely readnewspaper columns, published in Rio’s
O Globo and Porto Alegre’s Zero Hora.
But to many he remains the father of
“As Cobras,” the cartoon strip featuring
nihilistic, cerebral green snakes in a
permanent state of perplexity at the
ways of the world.
It was written that Veríssimo
would be a literary man; his father,
Erico, authored the first Brazilian
international bestseller, the trilogy
O Tempo e o Vento. The University of
California, Berkeley retained him to
teach Brazilian Literature, and he went
on to lead the Cultural Department at
the Organization of American States in
Washington, D.C.
The young Veríssimo’s first incursion
into journalism took the form of a
family news bulletin, O Patentino
tacked on the wall next to the throne

in the bathroom. Why Patentino? For
many years, bathroom fixtures were
imported from England; most models
were inscribed Patent Pending, and
so, especially in the South of Brazil,
the throne was referred to as a
patente.
Now aged 78, Veríssimo is said to
be irascible, and indeed, many of his
characters are. But he is always able to
tell their stories with a huge measure
of fun. The current exhibition
focuses on his Gaúcho views on
the Carioca way of life. He debunks
any myths about the alleged good
humour of Cariocas by suggesting a
hop on the Copacabana-Grajaú bus
on a summer’s afternoon. Heaven,
for him, is to partake of a barbecue
prepared by Gaúchos, on a beach of
the Northeast of Brazil, with women
from Minas Gerais, organized by
Paulistas and entertained by Cariocas.
Hell, on the other hand, would be a
barbecue prepared by Mineiros, at a
Gaúcho beach, with women from the

Northeast, entertained by Paulistas
and organized by Cariocas. Politically
incorrect, or what?

Culture

Special appeal for Laranjas da
Terra: We use these specific oranges
to make our Bitter Marmalade. They
are not easy to find in the shops or
on the market; most people buy them
but only use the white part of the
orange to make “compotas”. When
we do come across any for sale, they
are expensive and not ripe. If anyone
amongst our readers has a “sitio”
with some Laranjas da Terra to spare,
or knows of someone else who does,
please let us know by sending an
e-mail to Olive at: <olivearantes@
gmail.com> or phone her on 35478498 or mobile 986084316. The WDA
will be very grateful for any amount,
however small, and if there should be
any problem with delivery, depending
on where the oranges are, we may
have someone who could pick them
up for us. Any help you can give us
will be much appreciated.

At the “welcome back” coffee-break
on 11th March we also celebrated the
birthdays of Anne (Robinson) and
Mara (Cabral).

He has advice on how to explain the
Metro building works to a foreigner:
never tell the truth, which is that the
Metro will be ready when Christ up on
the Corcovado loses his rag and puts
his hands on his waist in frustration.
Far better to say that it is an excavation
in search of an ancient civilization
called the Cariocas, he proposes.
Curated by Ana Carelli (pedagogue),
with Alanda Vitorino and Durval
Pereira (librarians) and Julia Mesquita
(museology student), the show is
directed by Márcia V. Brito Costa.
Their objective is to stimulate regular
reading habits in young people. If
anyone can do it, this Gaúcho can.
Admission is free, visitors are welcome
until the 9th May from 10 am to 10
pm, Mondays through Fridays, at 436
Avenida Pasteur, Urca.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
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Rachael Corrie’s Fundraising
Half Marathon!
Dear friends

Rio – Here, There and Everywhere

In early February, the Team GBR
Windsurf girls arrived in Rio de Janeiro
for spot of much needed training. In
order to be successful, training is vital
in the four years before each Olympic
event, with Rio de Janeiro being no
exception.
Taking part were (from left to right in
the picture above) Bryony Shaw, (the
UK Champion), Ali Masters (new boy
to the class), Dominic Tidey (team
manager/coach) and Izzy Hamilton
(Bryony’s training partner) who
agreed to pose huddled around your
correspondent.
Due to training commitments in
Miami, the girls missed the CB Vela
Regatta in January at Niteroi, but it was
worthwhile as Bryony gained her first
Gold of the season at the prestigious
Miami ISAF Regatta, against stiff
opposition. A very good start to the
season.
The windsurf competitors roam the
planet lugging their equipment with
them, at a cost of course, but cheaper
than sending by freight and having fun
with customs authorities every time
they arrive in country.
Transport from/to the airport was
arranged and efficiently dealt with by
Duncan Frew’s transport operation,
and a big thanks is owed to Johnny
Walker for providing accommodation
at his modest apartment in Flamengo.
August 2014 will see the first ‘Olympic
Test Regatta’ based at the Marina
Gloria, when the CB Vela organised
event will invite all the Olympic teams
to bring two of each class of racing
craft to Brazil. It will be a big show, and
your correspondent will have to brush
up on his measurement skills as part
of the unpaid army that make these
events a success.
Team GBR is planning to arrive at full
strength to use this event to fix their
strategy in the run up to the 2016 event.
CJReed
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Just a week ago, I was at The Royal
Albert Hall helping 1,600 school
children Bang the Drum for street
children’s rights raise money for the
Street Child World Cup and get into
the Guinness World Record Books for
being the Largest Ever Samba Band!
An amazing experience, watch it here!
In less than two weeks time, I will be
running the Richmond Half Marathon
- 13.1miles and yes, it is hilly! - to raise
money for the Street Child World
Cup. At the end of March 2014, this
football tournament will be played in
Rio de Janeiro, just a few kilometres
from where our home was. There will
be 19 teams taking part, girls teams
as well as boys teams, from all over
the world including South Africa,
Burundi, India, Phillipines, Egypt, UK
and the USA, as well as Brazil. Over
250 children will take part.
All of the children are living/working,
or have lived, on the streets in their
home nations. Each child will be
given the opportunity to take part of
a football tournament which make
them somebody; they will be part of
a team, representing their nation; they
will be given an identity and taken to
another country to play football with
other street children from nations all
across the world. What an amazing
opportunity and each one of them will
become Somebody.
Thank you to everyone who has
already helped me raise over £400
for SCWC... but if I can raise £700
(R$2100) then the boys Brazil team of
13 can travel from Fortaleza in north
Brazil to Rio for the Street Child
World Cup. Earlier this month, the
teams’ captain, Rodrigo, was tragically
murdered on his 14th birthday whilst
he was on a visit back to
his family. It was a revenge
attack for an alleged offence
years previously. This is
the horrific reality of street
life and has devastated his
family, friends and team
players.
Your donation will empower
the boys’ team and give
them the strength to fight
this battle against injustice

and cruel treatment of street children
in Brazil. So far, the team does not
have a sponsor. Let’s work together to
get them to Rio!
You can donate via my page (all the
donations go direct to the charity), or
if you are in Brazil and you prefer, I
can give you the bank account details
of the SCWC in Rio. Please get in
touch.
Thank you so much!
Rachael Corrie

Newcastle University Bridge
Building in Rio
On Saturday, March 8th, alumni
of Newcastle University gathered
at the Churrascaria Palace in
Copacabana for a bridge building
event, requiring a smart casual dress
code. Called by Maria Szpitun and
Tania Angelopoulos, Events Officers
of The Alumni Association, the event
was joined by Newcastle University’s
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Ella Ritchie, accompanied by Dr Bryn
Jones, Head of Academic Operations
(Newcastle University International
Singapore) and Dr John Terry, Head
- International Office. The event
provided a select dozen of alumni,
among the many living in Rio, with an
opportunity to network with friends
old and new, and hear about the
developments at Newcastle University.
Brazilians have increased tenfold
their presence in Newcastle in the
past forty years and this motivated
the visit of the professors in order
to discover opportunities of joint
projects. Prof Dr Heitor Luiz Murat de
Meirelles Quintella (a member of the
SCM Choir) was the senior Alumnus
present. He was a research assistant at
Newcastle from 1972 till 1975 with a
British Council Scholarship and earned
his masters degree from Newcastle in
1978. He appears at the far right of the
photograph of all the current crop of
bridge-builders.

THEATRE

“TODOS OS MUSICAIS DE CHICO BUARQUE EM
NOVENTA MINUTOS”
EWA PROCTER
In this day and age when stressful conditions seem to be a
part of our daily lives, we all need to get some relaxation! I
got mine when I went to see “Todos os Musicais de Chico
Buarque em Noventa Minutos”!
It is an excellent show. Besides paying homage to Chico
Buarque, one of the top Brazilian musical composers, it is
a wonderful way to also remember his most famous songs,
and acquaint oneself with some lesser known ones.
This musical takes the audience on a voyage undertaken by a
mediocre theatre company that tours throughout Brazil, and
presents its show in small and unknown little towns. There
is hardly a spoken word during the entire evening. The
whole action moves with the lyrics and the music of Chico
Buarque, utilizing either fragments, or the full score of his
songs, so they become monologues or dialogues between
new characters. This brings a wide diversity in the music
itself, involving Buarque’s works for theatre, television and
cinema.
The actors/singers – Cláudio Botelho, Soraya Ravenle,
Malu Rodrigues, Davi Guilhermme, Estrela Blanco, Felipe
Tavolaro, Lilian Valeska and Renata Celidonio – all have
excellent voices. In fact, the singers were so good that they
were applauded by the audience at the end of each song. The
actors have specific roles as defined characters in the story,
but they also perform other roles in the fictitious little towns
in the middle of nowhere, where they present themselves.
As Charles Moeller, who directed this musical, says: “It is
theatre within theatre, always told through the lyrics of
Chico Buarque.”
During the performance, the cast lives through the routine
and disagreements of the ensemble. The head of the theatre
company is very strict, when he says he does not approve of
any love affairs between cast members – but nobody takes
him seriously! However, this apparent harmony and false
obedience to the orders of the boss become unstable by the
arrival of a young new actress who will upset the already
existing structure.
Cláudio Botelho, besides playing Carlos, the head of
the theatre company, also prepared the script and is
responsible for the musical direction of the show. There
are four musicians who play all the songs live: Luciano
Correa (cello), Priscilla Azevedo (piano and accordion),
and Marcio Romano (percussion), with Thiago Trajano,
conducting – he also plays the guitar and is responsible
for the orchestration and the musical arrangements in
this show. Jules Vandystadt, who had been working with
Moeller and Botelho in other musicals, is responsible for
the vocal arrangements.

FOTO: LEO AVERSA

World’s Largest Samba Band
and Street Child World Cup:

cast on stage, then a short dialogue, and then they continue
for another half hour. So, in fact, the show lasts for two full
hours! There is no interval, so one is reminded of William
Shakespeare (1564-1616) when he wrote in “Twelfth Night”:
“If music be the food of love, play on.”
This musical is running at the Teatro Clara Nunes, at the
Shopping da Gávea, Rua Marquês de São Vicente, 52 –
3rd floor, Gávea, phone number 2274-9696. There is paid
parking inside the Shopping. Performances take place from
Thursday to Saturday at 9 pm and Sundays at 8 pm. Tickets
cost R$ 80 on Thursdays; R$ 90 on Fridays; and R$ 100
on Saturdays and Sundays. There is a 50% (fifty percent)
discount for students and senior citizens. The play is not
recommended for those under the age of twelve.
In closing, there are couple of things I should mention.
First, this run is scheduled to finish on the 27th of April. The
Teatro Clara Nunes has five hundred seats, but there was not
a single one free on the night I watched the performance! So,
in view of this success, I recommend that if you want to see
this musical, you must either buy your tickets in advance, or
try doing it through the Internet (www.ingresso.com.br). The
second thing is, because it is such a huge success, there is a
good possibility that it will be either extended, or will move
to another theatre! If so, and you miss it this time, you’ll
still be able to see it, have a good time and relax, watching a
quintessentially Brazilian show!
...............(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre translator
........and a Board Member of the Instituto Cultural
Chiquinha Gonzaga

The interesting set by Rogério Falcão, the costumes by
Marcelo Pies and the lighting by Paulo César Medeiros add
beautifully to the visual part of the evening.

The Newcastle Group

It is very much worth going and watching “Todos os
Musicais de Chico Buarque em Noventa Minutos”. And
although its title says it takes 90 minutes, it does not—there’s
a gimmick! After 90 minutes, there is a short pause with the

FOTO: LEO AVERSA

GBR Windsurf Team in
training
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Fools Guide to April

Worthy Causes

Only a Fool would consider April the
cruellest month in Rio de Janeiro. This
year, in addition to Holy Week and
the joy of Easter, we have April 21 and
then April 23, when residents in the
State of Rio are permitted to down tools
and commemorate local heroes. The
Umbrella has done some in-a-nutshell
fact checking for you, just so you know
why you have so much free time on your
hands this month.

Tiradentes

philosophy took shape through contact
with people who had seen Europe, by
news of the American Revolution
and by his study of the works of
Rousseau. Tiradentes and a select
few fellow-travellers hatched a plan
which would make the state of Minas
Gerais an autonomous republic. In
modern parlance, a sort of Scotland
no longer united to the Kingdom.
The plot thickened. But, in 1789, one
of the conspirators, Joaquim Silvério
dos Reis, denounced the proposed
revolution to the Governor; his reward
was a personal tax amnesty. Tiradentes
fled to Rio, to no avail, as he and nine
sympathisers were arrested and put on
trial. The trial lasted three years, and
nine of the accused had their death
sentences reduced to humiliating
loss of their military status. The sole
exception was Tiradentes, who was
hanged in Praça Tiradentes in Rio on
April 21, 1792. His body was butchered
into several parts; these were displayed
on the Rio-Ouro Preto highway as a
gory deterrent to any others who might
be harbouring republican ambitions.

The autumn of 1985 should have
been a time of jubilation in modern
Brazilian history. Despite the failure of
the Direct Elections Now! campaign,
its charismatic champion Tancredo
Neves, another Minas Gerais native,
was voted President by the Electoral
College. On the eve of his inauguration
mid-March he was taken seriously
(and somewhat mysteriously) ill. His
running mate José Sarney became
Acting President, while neverPresident Tancredo suffered a medical
Calvary which to this day is not fully
understood. He died, or was allowed to
die, a month later, on April 21.

St. George

A rolling stone?
April 21 is a Brazilian national holiday,
remembering a man who might today
be labelled a subversive rolling stone:
muleteer, miner, military man and parttime dentist. It was this last occupation
which gave him his household name:
Tiradentes, the toothpuller. Joaquim
José da Silva Xavier was born in 1746,
and raised by his godfather, a doctor,
in the gold-rich area of what is now
called Ouro Preto, in the state of Minas
Gerais. Although formal education
passed him by, an inquiring mind and
active social conscience filled his head
with dreams of a Brazilian republic,
free from the strangling taxes then paid
to the Portuguese. He was especially
perturbed that the shipping to Portugal
of vast amounts of gold did nothing
to benefit those who toiled so hard to
extract it from the mines. In modern
parlance, one might say he was fed
up at the lack of investment in health,
education and basic infrastructure.

A more modern martyr

Who needs friends?
While his modest rank of 2nd
lieutenant in the local Dragoons did
not bode especially well for military
promotion, it did accord him freedom
to travel and meet people. His political
12

Tancredo Neves

Martyrdom
Some time later, St. George found
himself a Tribune in the service of the
Emperor Diocletian at Nicomedia.
Tax reform and military matters were
the positive aspects of Diocletian’s
rule, but by 302 he embarked on the
Great Persecution, designed to rid
the Roman Empire of Christianity. St.
George endured every form of torture,
but refused to deny his faith, and died
for it one year later, on April 23.
Multiple Patron Saint
St. George is venerated all over the
world, and is, of course, the Patron Saint
of England. He is also patron of places
as far flung as Egypt and Ethiopia,
not to mention both the Ukraine and
Russia. He has been recognised as the
Patron Saint of Portugal since the 12th
century. Thus, his connection with
Portugal brings him a little closer to
Rio, as with the colonists came their
strong devotion to the warrior saint.
The Portuguese imported more than
faith into Brazil, though—they also
brought slaves, the better to exploit
the riches of this land of plenty. At this

Mascot of the new Brazil?
The memory of Tiradentes was then
consigned to collective oblivion, where
it stayed for almost one hundred
years. When Brazil’s military élite
finally proclaimed Brazil a republic
in 1889, hey presto!, they had a
ready-made mascot-hero in the
figure of the toothpuller from Ouro
Preto, Tiradentes. Many there are
who question the appropriateness of
honouring at national level a man
whose initial ambition was to create
a separate republic in Minas Gerais.
But then the combination of politics
and Minas Gerais has always produced
surprises.

the local princess’s number came up,
and, as she prepared to face the dragon,
St. George came riding onto the scene
on his gloriously caparisoned white
charger, spear poised. He slayed the
dragon, and in gratitude the villagers
all converted to Christianity.

Syncretism
Apart from the sub-human physical
conditions the slaves endured, they
were also spiritually assaulted by the
unsubtle efforts of the Portuguese
missionaries to convert them to
Christianity. Not having much say
in matters religious, most paid lip
service to the concepts of Catholicism,
but cunningly clung to their Yoruba
traditions. While the priests invoked
the Virgin Mary, the slaves spiritually
travelled back to their roots and
Iemanjá, their Mother of the Waters,
to whom white gladioli are still offered
on New Year’s Eve off many a Brazilian
beach. Over time, parallel divinities
were established, resulting in the
syncretism which is so characteristic
of the Brazilian cultural and spiritual
make-up. Although official figures
point to a mere 5% of the population
admitting adherence to Afro-Brazilian
religions, many practicing Catholics
have a toe in the Umbanda and
Candomblé cults.

St. George’s alter ego
As the Yoruba folk settled in, more and
more parallels were drawn between the
deities and figures of reverence. Clearly,
a parallel to St. George was needed,
and Ogum, the Yoruba god of iron and
metallurgy, was the obvious choice. He
used iron to tame the earth and make
it productive. He is associated with
courage, victory and manliness and so
fit the bill perfectly. Tucked at the back
of many a botequim, mechanic’s shop,
barber shop and old fashioned grocery
store, you often still see a shrine to
a mounted warrior, splendidly clad,
spear in hand. You can take your pick;
he’s either St. George or Ogum. Or
both.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA

That dragon
How St. George comes to be a local
hero in Rio is a long story, spanning
centuries, continents and creeds.
From a historical point of view, we
are told that St. George was born to a
Christian family in Turkey between
275 and 285. Nobody is quite certain
about his exact date of his birth,
nor is there is consensus on what he
actually did during his short life. But
a dragon figures in most accounts, as
does halitosis. The story goes that the
warrior knight came upon a village
whose water source was guarded by
a fierce dragon; the dragon’s breath
was not fiery, but rather so rank and
fetid that the residents could not bear
to approach it. The jeitinho for this
conundrum was for a sheep or two to
be thrown to the dragon, who would
relax his guard on the stream while
he munched on mutton. Eventually,
having run out of sheep, the residents
were obliged to offer a human sacrificial
decoy, chosen by lot. One awful day,

point, we need to leave Portugal and
Christian martyrs behind us and move
on to Southwestern Nigeria. Many
of the estimated four million slaves
imported into Brazil came from this
region. These people, mainly from the
Yoruba nations, had a highly developed,
ancient and coherent religious code,
which was all they were permitted to
bring with them on the tortuous sea
passage across from Africa.

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO
TEL: 21 2537-6695 EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

Across the pond
April 21 is not much fêted in Central London, but it certainly could be. It marks the birth of one of the most
gracious, noble and beloved figures of our time. Her celebration must involve horses, garden parties, parades,
crowds, and so would never work under the threat of April showers. Consequently, it is celebrated on the first,
second (or rarely) the third Saturday in June. For someone who gets to blow out two sets of candles every year,
she’s wearing very well. Happy “Real” Birthday, Your Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
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Jardim Botânico Update

FABULOUS HIDDEN UNDERGROUND TREASURES?
By Peter Janos Kurz
[Editor’s note: Last month Mr. Kurz
promised the remainder of, in Lima
Barreto’s words, “the bizarre and
marvelous story” first published in April
1905. He here fulfills his promise.]

Almost exactly 109 years ago, on April
28, 1905, one of Rio’s most important
dailies created quite a stir with the articles
mentioned in last month’s Umbrella:
elaborate, labyrinthine tunnels were
found during the ongoing construction
work in the capital’s oldest and most
historic district. The discovery was
reported by the 24-year-old Lima Barreto,
and continued almost daily in 26 issues
of Correio da Manhã, Brazil’s “Morning
Mail.” Every day new discoveries were
reported, additional developments were
predicted, and distinguished visitors –
including the President of the Republic
– joined the crowds to see with their own
eyes confirmation of centuries old stories
and rumours.
Lima Barreto reported the news,
added local and background color
and interviewed many of the key
participants in this enormous effort,
including several senior engineers –

In Lima Barreto’s May 8th column,
the readers learn of a valuable Italian
manuscript which tells the “extraordinary
tale” of D. Garça, a beautiful if inconstant
Florentine Countess, a beguiled French
Jesuit priest, and the French privateer
Jean-François Duclerc. Many Brazilians

“PADRÃO FIFA”?
“We knew the odds were against us. Many millions applying
for the few million tickets available to 60 of the 64 World
Cup matches. Worth a try, we thought.
From New York, since last August my 28-year-old soccerplaying son has entered every public lottery and auction
scheduled by the World Cup organizers.
FIFA’s Sales
Phase 1”was based initially on a “Random Selection
Draw” continued through a “First Come First Served” basis,
and next entered a similar “Sales Phase 2” in which the steps
were repeated. Not much luck – he managed to purchase
two tickets for Match #44 in Salvador on June 25. Since
then we have learned that that’s the game in which Iran is
scheduled to play Bosnia-Herzegovina, not exactly the same
level as the 1982 final between Italy and Germany, which I
attended in person. To make matters worse, by then he will
be back in New York.
So, after more than six months, the “first-come-firstserved” electronic ticket auction held on March 12 became
very important. Beginning at 8:00 am (Brasília time,
FIFA advertised) 345,000 tickets “became available” for
purchase! It was also pointed out that “the number is higher
than the 160,000 originally announced.” Good news since

Marquês de Pombal

were and still are familiar with the “forte
mestiço” Duclerc – born in Guadéloupe,
he led the failed French attack designed
to conquer Rio de Janeiro in 1710, and
was assassinated in 1711. From May 9th
to June 3rd, Lima Barreto’s columns meld
facts with large doses of saccharine, earlyromance-style fiction; his tale culminates
with the appearance of Duclerc. Without
giving away the full story, it should be
noted that key portions of the fictional
segments – including much of how the
story ends – are most likely based on true
historical facts.
But (alas!) the treasure was never found.
Four years later, Lima Barreto followed
his bent for fiction. His first published
novel was a plainly autobiographical
story entitled “As Recordações do
Escrivão Isaías Caminha” (perhaps,
Isaías the Scrivener). His masterpiece
was published two years thereafter,
entitled “O Triste Fim de Policarpo
Quaresma” (Policarpo Quaresma’s Sad
Demise)… but that’s another story.

by our calculations the total number “available” for all
sales was significantly reduced by the 131,591 reserved as
“Complimentary Tickets,” the 41,900 “VIP Tickets,” the
71,425 “Media Tickets,” the 59,918 tickets reserved for the
“Local Organising Committee (including Government),”
the 100,000 saved for the “Ticket Fund” (“50,000 gov’t +
50,000 stadium workers”), etc. That, of course, still left
426,000 available for the “Brazilian General Public” and – of
the utmost importance to us – 701,079 for the “International
& Brazilian General Public.” Even if it’s not clear how this
last category would be “sub-allocated” to the “international
public,” we felt good about our chances. That is why he and
I, by 8am sharp, were ready to bid, linked to the internet in
two different cities. Sure…our tickets had to be for a date
within ten days of June 12, but, of course, we were optimistic.

Groundhog Day Update

Along with the toucans and tanagers,
the squirrels and marmosets, there’s
another species making its presence
felt in the Rio’s magnificent Jardim
Botânico. Purgamentum peregrinus
is generally seen in large droves, the
adults ambling aimlessly, while the
young dance and prance and make
shrill noises. They tend to feed while on
the move, discarding skins and nasty
bits as they go along, with no concern
as to where this detritus might land.
The largest groups of peregrini are
generally observed at the weekends.
This means the Jardim Botânico wakes
up on a Monday morning strewn with
plastic bottles and brightly coloured
biscuit wrappers. With this in mind
the Garden has quite sensibly altered
its opening hours, and henceforth
will only open at noon on Mondays.

Many of you will recollect how, in
the last days of 1999, there was fervid
debate over the all-important question
of whether, the nano-second after
midnight of New Year’s Eve 1999, the
beginning of Day 1 of the year 2000
AD, all the world would grind to a halt.
Why? An alleged design defect in most
computers built back in the 1960’s. The
defect? Forgetting to put “19” in front
of the year on their internal clock. The
computers would know that 1900 had
already come and gone, so they would
just shut down when confronted with
2000. Doomsday scenarios included
airplanes up in the air crashing very
shortly after their on-board computers
crashed,
bank
balances
being
swallowed whole into some Swiss black
hole, etc.
All of you still alive know that didn’t
happen—the world continued apace,

If we had never come to Rio we
would never have
— Observed in a supermarket: two friends queuing up
separately to pay, but when one reaches the check-out, the
other bolts across to join him/her.
— Experienced the peculiar pleasure of driving between
two other cars, the one in the fast lane and the one in the
slow lane.

Groundhog Day, in Punxsutawney
Pennsylvania, is when Phil comes out
of his cave into the open air and looks
for his shadow, surrounded by people
wearing funny looking clothes like
top hats. “Groundhog Day” the film
was based on the premise that a day
(February 2nd) could repeat itself in an
endless loop. Can’t happen here? Go
to Elevator No. 15 of the Av. Central
Building several days per week, and
you will know you have looped back
into the first minutes of the third
millennium.

— Thought the computer at the DVLC (the UK’s Detran)
was honest and reliable, hardworking and efficient.
— Been press-ganged off the pavement by jewellery store
assistants.
— Gone from the outside lane to the inside lane and back to
overtake a vehicle in the middle lane.
— Gone through a traffic light that has not been altogether
totally green.

As soon as we logged on, we realized that we were in a “virtual”
queue. I only had to wait 90 minutes to “become eligible” to
bid; my son was in line/online much longer. During the next
four hours we stayed connected and tried to buy two tickets
for either Salvador or Rio…Nada!

— Gone to a bank where so many employees managed to
serve so few people in so many hours.

— Thought that that British or even American politics were
slightly credible.

— Understood how over 90% of good Carnaval tickets had
been sold before the first customer had been served.

— Left our car, with the engine still running, with a total
stranger while going out to eat.

FIFA assures us that many tickets will be returned and “all
tickets will be released” when our very last opportunity
begins on April 15. We, of course, remain optimistic.”
Peter Janos Kurz

— Tried to run over a man waving a duster in front of the car.
— Pondered philosophically on how long a “minutinho” is.
— Visited Sugar Loaf… 19 times.

Rio Life Redux

Rio Tomorrow
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“Mr. Frontin,” began next day’s column,
“is the reincarnation of the Marquês
de Pombal.” Or so avers the (entirely
fictitious) Mr. Coelho, who explains
that the former Head of the Portuguese
Government who had re-built Lisbon
after the Earthquake and who was
ennobled for his efforts as the first
Marquis of Pombal, was alive and well
in Rio, now incarnate as the Chief
Engineer assigned to raze Castle Hill
and rebuild downtown Rio. Through
the fictional Mr. Coelho we learn
more about the (fictitious) story of the
Jesuits of Rio, their reasons for building
the underground tunnels and, soon,
(fictitious) details of the enormous
hidden treasure hoard. Fittingly, the
Marquis of Pombal had expelled the
Jesuits from Portugal in 1758.

Y2K Update

time marched on, as did we. Clocks
and computers clocked and computed
correctly—whew! Except, that is, for
one particular computerized clock
smack in the heart of downtown Rio
de Janeiro. Elevator No. 15 in the
Av. Central Building always shows
the time as 00:XX, 01 JAN 2000. The
“XX” varies, from day to day, but the
beginning is always 00: and the ending
is always 01 JAN 2000. Time has stood
still, but (fortunately for those who
work between floors 25 and 28) the lift
itself still has lift-off.

Culture Mulcher

Rio Yesterday

Was there really a “fabulous treasure”
buried under Castle Hill? How much
gold and silver was found? Why did the
Jesuits arrange to have such an elaborate
network of subterrâneos do Morro do
Castelo?

Dr. Dutra, Dr. Muller – and the Chief
Engineer himself, Dr. Paulo de Frontin.
On Saturday, May 6th, Lima Barreto
recounted a visit to a certain Mr.
Coelho, who promised him detailed
information on everything under the
Castle; the earnest journalist concluded
his daily report with a promise to reveal
an important new development the
following day.

The absence of visitors on a Monday
morning will also permit works
involving heavy machinery to be
carried out more safely. Otherwise,
opening hours remain 8 am to 5 pm,
weekdays and weekends.

Peter and Anne-Marie Gawen
RioLife, Sept. 1-15, 1987
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APRIL
05 AmSoc Pancake Brunch (OLM)
14 SCM Easter Concert (Christ Church) 20:00
15 BCS AGM (Jubilee Hall) 18:30
17 CC Maundy Thursday Communion 19.30
18 CC Good Friday Service 15.00
20 CC Easter Family Communion 10.30
18-23 Legal holidays galore!
27 Christ Church AGM/BBF AGM 13:00
28 TBS AGM of ABE 19:30

Calendar

MAY
24 TBS Founder’s Day Party (Barra Site)
31 AmSoc America’s Day (American School)
JUNE
05 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party
11 TBS Last Day of Term 1
12 World Cup: Brazil plays Croatia
13 EARJ, OLM last day of Quarter
17 World Cup: Brazil plays Mexico
18 Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã
23 World Cup: Brazil plays Cameroon
25 Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã
JULY
04 Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã
13 World Cup final at Maracanã
14 TBS First Day Term 2
19 WDA Jumble Sale (Jubilee Hall)

*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):
AmSoc = American Society
BBF = British Burial Fund
BCS = British and Commonwealth
CC = Christ Church
EARJ = American School
InC = International Club of Rio
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School
RBL = Royal British Legion
RIS = Rio International School
SAS = St. Andrews Society
SCM = Society of Choral Music
TBS = The British School
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

Classified ads
SERVICES

PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON: Clinical Psychologist.
Experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. Practice at
Botafogo - Rua Voluntários da PáTria 190. Appointment by phone
+55 (21) 99966.9494 or e-mail vivianerichardson@gmail.com

AUGUST
04 EARJ classes begin

.Letters

SEPTEMBER
06 BCS Beatles Night
27 Caledonian Ball
30 Paissandú Ceilidh

To The Umbrella,

OCTOBER
04 Macaé Ceilidh
25 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo Site)
NOVEMBER
01 Remembrance Service at Gamboa cemetery
07 RBL Poppy Ball or Dinner
09 Remembrance Day Service (Christ Church)
30 AmSoc Thanksgiving party
DECEMBER
04 TBS Carol Service (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall) 19:00
06 WDA bazaar
13 BCS Christmas Party
14 Christ Church Carol Service
16 EARJ last day of 2nd Quarter
18 TBS C11 Graduation (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall) 19:30
19 TBS Last Day Term 2
21 All Saints Niteroi Carols and Communion
25 Christmas Family Communion Christ Church

Thank you Editor, and EJW, for “A Reminiscence”.
Starting on a sad note – the passing of Alec Hutchinson,
the article goes on to give us of the “Clube de Nós Ficamos”
some happy memories. It also reminds us that corporate
sponsorship of both Brazilian and British community
projects was much more common in those days. De la Rue
was particularly supportive of the musical area, and only
the other day I found a programme for a Messiah Singalong, with the De la Rue logo prominently displayed.
We founded the SCM to present Gilbert and Sullivan’s
“The Gondoliers”, at another huge downtown theatre now
known as the Teatro Nelson Rodrigues, also with help from
De la Rue and a colleague of Alec’s, Colin Allan, a talented
tenor who died tragically soon after, at a very early age
(playing squash). We were proud to get up on the stage of
the Theatro Municipal during the Flowers Concerts, after
gawking at the gigantic backstage area and all the scenechanging machinery.
After that The Players took over production of Gilbert and
Sullivan operettas, and the SCM changed from being the
Sociedade de Comédia Musical, to being the Sociedade de
Cultura Musical, singing mostly sacred music (we also do
Beatles sometimes), and we continue to give three concerts
annually in Christ Church, plus the Messiah singalong at
Christmas.
Margaret Mee is immortalized in the church gardens at
Real Grandeza 99, with a section dedicated to her memory.
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Chris Hieatt

