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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

THE QUONDAM’S A FOOL
MICHAEL ROYSTER

At least in March he was. Foolishly, he
forgot to mention that The Umbrella had
launched two new features: “Olympic
Glimpses” by Tanya Harris and “Games
and Puzzles” by Enigma. Fortunately,
both contributors have forgiven the
fool’s lapsus editorialis and have once
again contributed stimulating columns
for the delectation of you, our readers!
Tanya’s in pugilistic mode, interviewing
Luke Dowdney about the chances for
battling Brazilians and Britons in next
year’s competition, his fantastic social
action program in Rio, and much more.
Enigma, wrapped last month in several
conundrums (conundra?), has supplied
the answers to make all of us feel, well,
foolish. There’s more this month as well.
Did someone mention general elections?
They’re coming up in the UK and The
Umbrella this month publishes an
(almost) comprehensive guide thereto
by Mr Steve Rimmer. He (and we) hope
that all our readers who are eligible to
vote (and many are) will indeed register
by the April 20 deadline, and vote on or
before May 7.
Almost all of our regular collaborators
(you know, the ones who, when they

don’t have a piece in The Umbrella, you
feel as if you’ve missed something) have
come back to the fold and have done
something this month, so we’re chocka-block with articles celebrating arts
and nature and music and theatre and
history and travel and ... whew! Our
cover? Well, Julie Reid’s wonderful shot
of the sun setting on Sugar Loaf, taken
from the Reids’ terrace, certainly merits
a round of applause, as the setting sun so
often does on the beaches of Rio.

BRITISH AND
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY (BCS)
AGM Tuesday 7 April 6:30pm
The Annual General Meeting will be
held in the Jubilee Hall at Rua Real
Grandeza 99, Botafogo. The Chairman
will be giving a report on what the BCS
has achieved over the last year. You
will be voting for new and replacement
candidates for the BCS Council. The
BCS office will have sent out further
information.

The BCS Quiz: with Curry

Which leads us to say, if YOU, gentle
reader, have a topic you believe would
interest our readership, don’t just stand
there, sit down in front of that screen
and begin keyboarding in earnest. It
could be a letter, it could be a poem, it
could be a book or a restaurant review,
it could be a bit of whimsy; don’t be
shy.

On Saturday March 21 at 6.30pm, the
doors of Jubilee Hall flew open for The
BCS Quiz 2015, “Quiz ‘n Curry” night
with Quiz Master, Stephen Garland,
and a delicious Indian Curry dinner
prepared by authentic Indian food
caterer, Rashmy’s Kitchen, all in aid of
ONG Il Sorriso organic kitchen garden
project for the children of Rocinha.

We have a memorial this issue,
which celebrates the life of one of the
iconic figures from our community
a few decades ago. It seems like only
yesterday to those of us who knew
John Atack. He was one of us here in
Rio, he continued to be one of us back
in the UK, it’s hard to believe he’s not
with us any more.

Over 100 guests arrived and teams
of 4-6 players were established, some
well in advance, and some on-thenight as guests arrived. Eighteen
teams in all came together, a mixture
of experienced and first-time players,
young and old, nationalities from
all over the world. Teams had some

rather original names such as:
Universally Challenged, the Quizards,
Les Quizerables and Late Arrivals.
As teams found their tables, a
feast of delicious Indian dishes
was served buffet style including:
Chicken Tikka Masala, Chhole
(chickpea) Masala, Cauliflower
Masala, Basmati Rice, Naan, Poori,
Raita (yogurt with cucumber &
tomato) and especially tasty Mango
Chutney (this last prepared by the
WDA and available for sale in the
Jubilee Hall kitchen any weekday
during office hours).
Promptly at 8pm, Round 1 of the quiz
began with the Quiz Master announcing
questions (in his strong Irish brogue)
that simultaneously appeared on the
big screen, often accompanied by
music or other audio clues. Teams
of quizzers were challenged and
entertained as questions spanned the
gamut of: general knowledge, history,
geography, sports, music, movies, and
culture. They were not all easy; for
example, what was the reason for the
vigil outside the Ecuadorian Embassy
in London on March 16 (Answer:
Julian Assange`s 1000th day inside).
A total of 4 rounds were completed
with a brief intermission after each to
determine teams-in-the-lead. This also
gave quizzers a chance to refresh at
the cash bar with a plentiful supply of
fine wine, beer, whiskey, water and soft
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drinks. A “Munchies Bar” also kept
players fortified with much appreciated
sweet treats (homemade chocolate chip
cookies and brigadeiros) and cheese
plates.
After four exciting Quiz rounds, and
while final tallies were being made to
determine the Quiz winners, The Raffle
was drawn revealing the following
lucky winners:
Brunch-for-2 at Belmond Copacabana
Palace Pérgula Restaurant: Mike
Royster; 2 Spa treatments at the
Belmond Copacabana Palace: Nelleke
Bijl & Vicky Staniforth; Francesca
Romana Diana necklace: Emma Petite;
Ceramic bowl by Ceramic Artist Angela
Cantarino: Chris Jones; 2 Granado Gift
packages: Thomas Warwick & Sally
Collins; Johnny Walker Red Label
Whiskey: Leopoldo Paganelli; Ketel 1
Vodka: Jane Anderson.
After the Raffle was drawn, the Winners
and Runner-ups of The BCS Quiz 2015
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“Beijos,” the winning team

Stephen Garland Quiz Master

Deadline for May issue: Monday, April 20th
“Forever 39,” the runners-up

Robert Barclay and Anna Whyte
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burial of Annie Maria Quayle on 17th
June, 1899. The grave and engraved
headstone still exist.
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The Scandahooligans

were announced (it was a tough, close
competition!):
The BCS Quiz 2015 Runner-up
Team was “Forever 39”, generously
sponsored by Restaurante Ki (www.
restauranteki.com.br) that donated 6
- Dinner-for-2 vouchers, one for each
member of the team.
The BCS Quiz 2015 Winning Team was
“Beijos” – a multi-cultural and multigenerational team which proved they
had what it takes to beat out the rest
of the teams. The winning team was
generously sponsored by Restaurante
Cais (www.caisgourmet.com.br) that
donated 6 Dinner-for-2 vouchers,
one for each member of the Team as
well as Du Noir Gravação em Metais
(www.dunoir.com.br) that donated
the commemorative plaques for each
winner.
There was no prize for the best costumed
team, but the Scandihooligans in their
big-horned helmets were outstanding,
closely followed by The Almighty
Dollars with outlandish “patriotic” ties.
The evening of fun was not only
concocted to entertain members of
the British, Commonwealth, Brazilian
and expat communities, it was also a
fundraiser for ONG Il Sorriso (www.
ilsorrisodeimieibimbi.org) that 18
months ago started an innovative
educational organic kitchen garden
project for the children of Rocinha,
under the leadership and inspiration of
Australian Botanist, expat in Rio, Alice
O’Connor. On a small roof-top space an
organic garden of homegrown fruits,
vegetables and flowering plants has
been set up with an impromptu kitchen
to show children healthy alternative,
natural foods and the importance of
protecting our natural environment.
Thanks to the sold-out night, our
generous sponsors, the donation of
professional services, the dedication of
many volunteers and the support of all
the guests who dug deep and purchased
4

while legal proceedings for obtaining
a Curatela (similar to a power of
attorney) are in process. Starting this
year, the NRH Fund has taken over
the cost of her upkeep, but the Welfare
Fund needs to be replenished by your
kind donations.

Oxbridge group

lots of raffle tickets, R$ 4.000 was raised
for this initiative. If you would like to
participate as a volunteer at the Il
Sorriso organic kitchen garden project,
please contact Monica at: <assistente@
bcsrio.org.br>
The BCS wishes to recognize and thank
the following generous individuals
and companies that supported The
BCS Quiz 2015 fundraiser for ONG Il
Sorriso:
Sponsors: Belmond Copacabana
Palace, <www.belmond.com>; Granado: <www.granado.com.br>; Cais Restaurante: <www.caisgourmet.com.br>;
Ki Restaurante: <www.restauranteki.
com.br>; Via Sete Restaurante: <www.
viasete.com.br>; Francesca Romana
Diana: <www.francescaromanadiana.
com.br>; Rashmy’s Kitchen: see
Facebook; Du Noir, Gravação em
Metais: <www.dunoir.com.br>; The
Royal British Legion (RBL); The British
School.
Volunteers: Stephen Garland – Quiz
Master; Kevin Wick – Music, Audio,
Visual Coordinator; Mary Alice Whyte
– Photographer (Thanks, Mary, for the
great photos!); Ric Staniforth; Daniel
Chew; Barbara Olivi & Julio; Carlo
Botti; Alessandra Urban; Julia Moura;
Rafael Cordeiro; Zoe Poff-Turjacanin;
Luiz Ribeiro; Wainer Guimarães;
Donald Whyte.
BCS Team: Philip Carruthers,
Chairman; Bill Ballantyne; Mary
Crawshaw; Anna Whyte; Vicky
Staniforth; Gaynor Smith; Monica
Mendes.

Properties
from Chris Hieatt
Restoration works on the RG99
Properties, Chapter II
Continuing our report on restoration
and improvements to the RG99

properties, this month we are looking
at current plans and works. In the
planning stage is renewal of the
electrical installations in the vicarage,
plus more modern air-conditioning,
new water tanks and decoration
throughout, including the floors.
As we have mentioned on our Facebook
page, the stained glass windows behind
the altar in Christ Church – the East
Window – are being completely
restored. We made a visit to the factory
of Luidi e Gonçalves Vitrais Ltda.,
where the work is being done, and
there emerged a very interesting story.
Sr. Luidi mentioned some inscriptions
that appear at the base of the windows.
We had already researched some
of the history, and a letter from the
late Ian Rutherford to Chris Hieatt,
regarding the origin of the windows,
mentioned a letter written in 1923 by
a Mrs M.A.Pryor to the then chaplain
of Christ Church, the Ven. Archdeacon
L.R.Hancock, in which she stated
that the stained glass windows were
presented to the church by Mr Reginald
Eden Johnston of London, who made
the gift in memory of his parents who
were married there in 1827.
However, the windows contain
inscriptions along the base, in memory
of Annie Maria Quayle, who died
in 1899, Richard Smith Quayle, her
husband, who died at sea in 1906,
and a separate inscription in memory
of Edward VII, who died in 1910. It
is presumed that the windows were
installed in the old church in downtown
Rio during the rebuilding which took
place in 1897/98. The same letter states
that the windows were dedicated on
Sunday October 18th, 1897, when Rev
Irvine Crawshaw was chaplain. The
new church building was consecrated
in 1898, when the name was changed
from St George & St John the Baptist to
Christ Church. The dates are a mystery,
and the burial records of the English
cemetery at Gamboa confirm the

The East Window

When the property in Rua Evaristo
da Veiga was sold, and the building
of the new Christ Church in Botafogo
was started in 1942, the windows were
transferred to the new church, which
was dedicated by Bishop Ivor Evans in
1944. As far as we know, this is the first
time the windows have been given a
complete restoration, mending broken
pieces and completely re-leading the
whole window. (For those interested,
there are some interesting films on
YouTube about how stained glass
windows are made). The process used
by Sr Luidi is exactly the same.
We shall continue this report in the
next issue of The Umbrella, with
more plans and projects. See also the
Christ Church Facebook page and the
Photo album on our website – <www.
christchurchrio.org.br> .

Recent BCS Events have raised
considerable sums for various
Brazilian Charities and good causes.
As mentioned above, the BCS Quiz
raised over R$4.000 thanks to your
participation.

Tue 7 April AGM
Thu 30 April TBS/BCS Jazz
International Day
Sat 13 June Queen`s Birthday Party
Sat 12 September Beatles Night
Sat 12 December Christmas lunch
(2014 format)

CHRIST CHURCH (CC)
EASTER SUNDAY IS APRIL 5TH!
Christ is risen! Hallelujah!

The contract for the 2015 BCS Yearbook
has been agreed. If you don`t pay your
subscription soon, your name is liable
to be missing from the Membership
Directory. If you are a Life Member,
or over 80, or otherwise exempt from
annual dues, please go to the subs page
on the website and donate to one of the
BCS activities/charities instead. The
Welfare Fund is in particular need –
see below.

East Window - stained glass
restoration:

The Welfare Fund has been depleted by
over one-third by the costs of keeping
one person in a rest home for 2 years
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Mark your Calendars for the following
upcoming BCS events:

From The Chaplain’s Warden

Welfare & Niteroi Rest Home
Fund

Christ Church gave Ben and family a
send-off with a hearty pot-luck lunch,
well-attended as usual, and were able
to present them with a memento of Rio
de Janeiro—a stylized statue of Cristo
Redentor, visible always from the
church and the vicarage. We wish them
all well in their new (ad)venture!

Events

Communications

It has emerged that some people who
are not British or Commonwealth
citizens do not realise that they can
become members, so please tell you
friends that they are just as welcome to
join us. A Norwegian family signed up
at the recent BCS Quiz event.

with Christ Church Rio’s foundation
some 30 years prior.

Ben and Jo receive memento

We have also recently said goodbye
to a stalwart couple, who joined our
congregation little more than a year
ago: Ann and David Miller. Both of
them joined completely in the life and
work of our church, singing in the
choir, Ann working with WDA and
David as a member of the PCC. During
this period, supported by our prayers,
Ann overcame a potentially dangerous
illness that was successfully treated in
Houston, their home, to which they
are now returning. They were present
at the farewell lunch for the Phillips, as
the attached picture shows. We’ll miss
them sorely.

As reported in detail by Chris Hieatt,
above, the stained glass windows were
removed for repairs and restoration.
The work is now complete, and the
windows have been completely restored
and replaced. The BCS is now installing
lighting that will illuminate the
windows at night on special occasions
such as weddings, concerts etc. Christ
Church is very grateful to the BCS for
financing this project.

Interim Ministry:

As our members know, Rev. Ben Phillips
and his family (wife Jo, children Jack,
Kate and Tom) have left Christ Church
to take up a new post and start a new life
in Mississauga, Canada. Mississauga
began as a suburb of Toronto, but
has grown into Canada’s sixth largest
city. Ben’s new Incumbency is Trinity
Anglican Church in the Streetsville
district of Mississauga. The parish
was founded in 1841, which makes it
a relative newcomer when compared

The Search Committee has identified
IEAB Diocese of Rio clergy who have
volunteered to conduct our services
during the coming months. These
include Revds Roy Smith, Eduardo
Grillo, Nicholas Wheeler and Mark
Simpson, as well as +Celso Franco
(ret’d). We are also investigating
possibilities of having a locum
officiate for several months, as was
done during the previous 18-month
interregnum.

Ann and David Miller
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Contact Details: Revd Roy Smith 24473297, Revd Mark Simpson 97981 7312,
Revd Nicholas Wheeler 99666 4525,
Revdo Eduardo Grillo 2286 9990.

Annual General Meeting
2015:
The Annual General Meeting of Christ
Church will be held at approximately 12
noon on Sunday, April 26, following
the regular 10:30 am service. At that
time, our many committees and other
work groups will present reports on
what they have been doing during the
past year; our Treasurer will report on
our financial condition (healthy, we’re
pleased to say); and as always we will
elect new members to the Parochial
Church Council.
In order to vote on PCC members,
you must be enrolled as a member of
Christ Church—under our Statutes,
enrolment expires after one year
and must be repeated. Forms are
available at all our Sunday services,
so please take the time to pick one
up and fill it out. The Church office
also has the forms if you’re in the
neighborhood.

Christ is risen! Hallelujah!

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Donations to charity 2014: Letters of
thanks have been received from the
different charities we donated to at the
end of last year. We wish to pass on
their thanks to all of you - without your
support it would be extremely difficult,
if not impossible, for us to achieve such
rewarding results. Thank you all very
much.
One of the charities we support with
donations is the Orfanato Santa Rita
de Cassia. Anyone wishing to visit the
orphanage will be most welcome. The
person to contact is Sister Mabel and
the address is Rua Florianópolis, 1305,
Praça Seca, Jacarepaguá. Phone: 24252207.
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Indian Chutney and Pineapple Relish,
Mustard Pickle, Branston Pickle and
Bread & Butter Pickle.

The Search is progressing in accordance
with our traditional procedures,
working as in the past with ICS/CMS.
As in the past, we are not in a hurry.
Realistically, we expect (but of course
do not know) that we will not have
a new permanent chaplain before
January 2016.

Jumble Sale:
When we returned to our activities on
3rd March we were very pleased to find
a good number of donations already
waiting for us. So once again we are off
to a good start! Many thanks to those of
you who sent the contributions along
to us. As you know, we receive items
for the Jumble Sale all the year round.
Please note that this year’s Jumble Sale
will be held on Wednesday 8th July,
from 10 am until noon.
We realize how busy most people are
these days and that it is not always easy
to find the time to do everything that
needs to be done. We do hope however
that at some stage between now and 8th
July – you will manage to carry out a
good rummage around the house. The
WDA is in need of all those clothes,
shoes, household bits and pieces,
including ornaments and those toys
the children no longer want. It would
be much appreciated and would help
us to ensure the success of our annual
Jumble Sale. Just a reminder, if you
send along any electrical appliances,
please ensure that they are in good
working order. Deliveries can be made
any day during the week to Karen, the
Christ Church secretary, telephone
2226-7332, from 11am to 2 pm, or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, telephone
2537-6695, any time between 8.30am
and 4.30 pm.

Marmalades, Pickles and
Chutneys:
most of the products are now available
for sale.
We produce Sweet and Bitter
Marmalade, Galego Lemon Marmalade, Grapefruit Marmalade, Apricot
Jam, Lemon Curd, Mango Chutney,

A substantial amount of the funds
donated to the different charities at
the end of each year comes from the
sale of these products. Please let your
friends and neighbours know they are
available. If you have any of our empty
marmalade/pickles/chutney jars with
the metal tops that we could re-use,
could you please return them to us.
Thank you.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
OF RIO DE JANEIRO
(AmSoc)
The Pursuit of Happiness in
2015
We’ve already had one Happy Hour
in 2015, March 12th at the Boteco
Belmonte in Jardim Botânico, attended
by a select group of people who left
much happier than they entered;
unhappily, no one remembered to take
a camera along, or even a selfie stick,
so we have no proof to publish this
month.
But, fear not! On the Third Thursday of
each month, AmSoc will be promoting
Happy Hours for one and all.
The first will take place on the evening
of Thursday, April 16th, at the wellknown watering hole in Ipanema,
AmSoc sponsor The Gringo Café at the
corner of Barão da Torre and Vinicius
de Moraes. Running from 7pm to 9pm,
host Sam Flowers will ensure happiness
galore for the multitudes.
The second will take place on
Thursday, May 21st, at a venue still to
be announced, but we already know the
theme will be Mexican and/or TexMex;
veterans of prior Happy Hours know
there’s nothing to make people happier
than noshing on nachos, biting into
burritos, trying tasty tacos, etc etc etc.

All this happiness, of course, is leading
up to the biggest outdoor party AmSoc
offers each year: America’s Day. On
Saturday, May 30th, we’ll all traipse
uphill to the American School’s Gávea
campus, and take over the softball
field and more, promoting a typical
American-style picnic party, with live
music, games for kids of all ages, not
to mention (duh!) typical American
food.

Ann is currently the Head of Primary
at St Andrew’s Green Valley School
in Thailand, with over 500 students.
She was born and educated in New
Zealand and has a range of teaching
qualifications, including: a Diploma,
Advanced Diploma and B.Ed., from
Auckland University, as well as a
Master’s Degree in Educational
Administration
from
Massey
University.

Pancake Breakfast

After 4 years of teaching in Italy and
the UK, Ann began her leadership
experience in New Zealand with
Deputy Principal and Principal posts
in Auckland, as well as 7 years in the
Education Advisory services. Ann
resumed her international career
as Principal of Cebu International
School (Philippines) prior to moving
to Thailand.

As advertised in last month’s
Umbrella, on Saturday, March 21st,
the American Society once again
promoted its premier family food fest,
the ever popular Pancake Breakfast.
Over 100 people flipped over fabulous
flapjacks, marveled over maple syrup,
bravo’d bountiful bacon, favored fresh
fruit, and enjoyed juice and java.
Turnout was slightly smaller than
expected, because of the rain, but next
time around we’ll remind you that our
venue at Our Lady of Mercy school is
an entirely covered area, so you can’t
get wet. Thanks, as always, to AmSoc
sponsor OLM, its staff and its volunteer
students who helped us make it all
happen so effortlessly. Special Thanks
to AmSoc sponsor Gringo Café, who
supplied us with all the maple syrup
we could pour.

Ann Frew

The search for a replacement for the
Head of Botafogo has been assisted
by the respected London-based
recruitment agency, Odgers and
Berndtson, who were also involved in
the appointment of the new Director
in 2012 and Head of Urca Site in
2014.

New Head of Botafogo Site

Following contact through a wide
network of potential candidates
and a worldwide advertisement,
the School received over 30 suitable
applications, which were carefully
considered. In February, 7 shortlisted applicants were interviewed
in London, either face-to-face or
by video conferencing, plus one
internal candidate here in Rio.
From these interviews, 4 finalists
were selected and invited to attend
a two-day interview process
involving various panels of parents,
staff, students, leadership teams
and Governors.

TBS has carried out an extensive
process to recruit a replacement for
the current Head of Botafogo Site,
Mr Tom Gething, who will leave TBS
after 7 successful years, to be the Head
of Lancaster School in Mexico City,
beginning July 2015.

Following discussion of the detailed
feedback from all involved parties,
it was decided that Mrs Ann Frew
stood out as the preferred candidate
and she is felt to be a good fit
for the school and the Botafogo
community.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
(TBS)
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Ann will bring a wealth of experience
and expertise from her varied
professional experiences across the
globe. She will be accompanied by
her husband, Iain, who has been
a professional rugby player and a
policeman, as well as running his
own business in New Zealand. Iain
has continued to support Ann in
her international appointments, and
they are both excited at the prospect
of living in Rio de Janeiro and
becoming part of the British School
community.

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY
(SAS)
Afore ye go… Shall we dance?
Audrey Hieatt answers the perennial
question by reminding us that
country dancing practice should
resume in May. Call her on 22740752 for further information.

The third will occur on Thursday,
June 18th, again at a location to be
determined closer to the happy day
itself, but once again we do know the
theme—Festa Junina, one of the great
Brazilian folk happenings. We can’t
guarantee bonfires or even square
dances, but we’ll work on making
you happy with typical local goodies
such as corn on the cob, quentão and
caipirinhas.
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THEATRE

OLYMPIC GLIMPSES

AS MOÇAS - O ÚLTIMO BEIJO

LUKE DOWDNEY

EWA PROCTER

TANYA HARRIS
This month, Tanya Harris talks to Luke
Dowdney, MBE, Founder of Fight for
Peace, about his work in both Rio and
London and his aspirations for Rio
2016 and beyond. Fight for Peace (Luta
Pela Paz) was founded in 2000 in Rio
de Janeiro. Its purpose is to provide an
alternative to the armed violence and drug
trafficking that can affect young residents
in Rio’s favelas. In November 2007, during
the build-up to the London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games, the Fight for
Peace London Academy was established in
the borough of Newham. Last November
2014, the British Olympic Association
(BOA) announced Fight for Peace as one
of its charity partners for the Rio 2016
Olympic Games.
Fight for Peace has been awarded
the “Sport for All” grant by the IOC
(International Olympic Committee). How
do you promote the Olympic values of
excellence, respect and friendship at your
academies?
Values are key to our work, not only
in how we work with young people,
but as a platform for training partner
organizations from around the world in
our methodology. FFP’s values (embracing,
solidarity, inspiring, champion, fearless)
are not identical to the Olympic values.
But they are certainly very similar so we
are aligned in our approach.
The British Olympic Association
recently announced that Fight for Peace
is one of their Road to Rio charity
partners. Please tell us more about
what this means to Fight for Peace, in
practical terms, both here in Rio and in
London.
Olympic hopeful Roberto Custódio

This is not a new play; rather, it is one
many people expected to see again,
people who believed the play deserved a
revival after so many years. “As Moças”
was written in the 1960s; and its author
Isabel Câmara (1940-2006) won the
Molière Prize for Best Author in 1970 for
her only theatrical play.

Well, it’s obviously a great honour to
have been selected. Additionally, we are
working with the BOA and Team GB
staff to develop a strategy to create the
necessary infrastructure to enable our
athletes to achieve the highest possible
levels of sports performance. We are
looking for sponsors now, so that this
strategy, with BOA’s support, can be put
into place at our Academies in London
and Rio de Janeiro.
What does it mean to the young people in
your academies to have interaction with
British athletes?
Nicola Adams, MBE – obviously a
trailblazer, being the first woman to win
an Olympic boxing gold – just signed
on as a Fight for Peace Ambassador. She
recently spent a day with our young people
at our London Academy, which was deeply
inspiring for all involved. Her special focus
will be on increasing female participation
at FFP, so we look forward to working with
her on that.
What do you hope the legacy of Rio 2016
Olympic and Paralympic Games will bring
for the young people at Fight for Peace?
We are talking with the Rio 2016 Committee
about our young people volunteering at the
Games, and we are hoping that will mean
being very close to the events themselves.
This will be an amazing time for them,
knowing that they are involved in history,
as it happens.
What are they most looking forward to?
We practice four Olympic combat sports
at FFP, so I’d imagine boxing, wrestling,

Nicola Adams and Luke Dowdney

taekwondo and judo will be the sports
our young people will be following most
closely.
Do you have any upcoming athletes ready
to compete at Rio 2016 Olympics and
Paralympic Games?
We’re hoping Roberto Custodio, our most
successful boxer to date, will qualify to
box for Brazil. He was Pan American
champion in 2013, and has a real chance
of making it. We’re also looking forward
to seeing our Ambassador Nicola Adams
defend her title.
How can the BCS and the international
community do more to support you and
your work?
Spread the word! And donations of
course … we are a charity and depend
on donations. Also, there may be readers
from large corporations who could
get involved. We work closely with
corporate sponsors, from Credit Suisse
to Petrobras. So if you think there might
be a brand fit with your company’s
CSR programme, please get in touch by
emailing Gabriela Pinheiro at Fight for
Peace (gabriela@lutapelapaz.org) and
please do also visit our website (www.
fightforpeace.net) to learn more about
our work.
Thank you so much, to all of you at
Fight for Peace, and please continue to
keep Umbrella readers informed of your
achievements.
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The first version of “As Moças” opened
in São Paulo in 1969, then moved to the
Teatro Ipanema in Rio de Janeiro in 1970,
where I first saw it. It has always been
considered a classic in Brazilian drama
of the 1960s. Isabel Câmara was then
an important part of a group of young
playwrights that included José Vicente,
Leilah Assumpção, Consuelo de Castro e
Antônio Bivar. (The latter three are still
writing and having their plays performed;
José Vicente died a few years ago.)
The plot tells the story of a relationship
full of conflicts but also of love and
friendship between two women. Tereza
(Ângela Figueiredo) is a journalist in
her late thirties who has a permanent
disenchantment on life; Ana (Fernanda
Cunha) is a young and sensuous actress.
They share a small apartment while trying
to establish themselves professionally as
well as in their love lives; the background
of the play is both the Brazilian political
repression and the sexual revolution that
marked the end of the 1960s.

for both set and costumes, did a good job,
and the musical background by Branco
Mello is an added asset.
“As Moças – O Último Beijo” is, as I
write these words, in Rio de Janeiro
after a successful São Paulo run last
year. Director André Garolli has been
working with the actresses from the
very beginning; it is their own joint
production, no sponsorship, where
everyone contributed their own money
to stage the play. A dream come true!
I quote George Gordon Noel Byron –
Lord Byron (1788-1824) when he said:
“I had a dream, which was not at all a
dream”. It became real. They got the play
on stage!
“As Moças - O Último Beijo” is running
at the Teatro Poeirinha, on Rua São
João Batista, 104, Botafogo. This
is an experimental (although quite
comfortable) theatre, a smaller space
within the same complex as its next
door older brother, the Teatro Poeira.
Last year, I recommended one of the
plays by British author Mike Bartlett
that was running there (see my July,
2014 Umbrella article). There is no
formal parking at the theatre; however,
there is plenty of space in neighboring
streets, and plenty of taxis at the door.

Tickets cost R$ 50 (fifty reais) with a
50% discount for students and senior
citizens. Performances take place from
Thursday to Saturday at 9 pm and at 7
pm on Sundays. The play lasts for sixty
minutes and is suitable for young people
aged sixteen or over.
Although in principle “As Moças - O
Último Beijo” will only run until the
end of March, there are two other
possibilities. The first is that it will
have extra performances in April; the
second is that it will move to another
theatre. This happens frequently in
Rio de Janeiro, where runs are usually
short, because theatres are fully booked
by different companies. So, if the play
moves to another location, the producers
can still count on new audiences who,
although interested, were unable to go
and see it the first time it was on! So,
watch the newspapers for a possible
second run!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre
translator, and Vice-President of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.

Angela Figueiredo and Fernanda Cunha

Lesbian overtones are a part of the play,
but there is nothing really shocking in
the staging. Others have commented
along completely different lines; it has
often been said by different people that
in fact Tereza and Ana are the same
woman, in different phases of her life.
I, however, cannot say I totally agree
with this thought! This was the second
time I have seen this play and I did not
notice this supposed merger between
the two characters. Moreover, I do not
think the play changed very much, as
this new version remains within the
time frame in which it was written,
even if its original title “As Moças” has
been now expanded to “As Moças – O
Último Beijo”.
Both actresses perform their given parts
well and have the required “physique
du role”. The set—a large bed—takes
up most of the space on stage; different
projections at the back add to the required
atmosphere. Cássio Brasil, responsible
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Adam & Eve

Jurujuba

By Alexander Corrie
Paradise is most certainly in Niterói. Rio may be home to
Christ, but we have Adam & Eve.

Hop on a Ferry

Adam & Eve
Crossing over a short rise brings you out to near the mouth
of the bay. There are two little beaches here, Adam and Eve
(officially Adão e Eva), but few people seem to agree on
which is which. Once, they must’ve been paradise, with
white sand beaches in a tropical setting, clear seas and a
stunning view of the Sugar Loaf. Sadly, plastic rubbish
and murky water now spoil the picture. However, it does
depend to some extent on when you visit. On a sunny
morning in winter, you might be the only person on the
beach. If it hasn’t rained and the rubbish collectors have
been, there might be no PET bottles at the high-tide

Icaraí & Ingá
If “religious” landmarks and natural features don’t interest
you, maybe a flying saucer will. The Museu de Arte
Contemporânea (MAC) is a quintessential Oscar Niemeyer
structure, defined by modernistic concrete curves painted
white. It’s so iconic that is has become a symbol of the city.
The architecture is certainly unique, but unfortunately the art
exhibitions inside are generally underwhelming. A highlight
of wandering around inside is the 360º view that you get
through a wide glass band. It almost feels as if you’re flying
over the sea, with the entrance to the Bay and the Sugar Loaf
up ahead. To the right is the little white colonial church on
Boa Viagem Island.
From here, it’s a nice walk along the waterfront, passing
the tiny Ingá Beach and the Pedra do Índio rock, where
you’ll sometimes see surfers and mussel gatherers. Further
round is Praia de Icaraí, backed by tall apartment buildings.
Every beach sport under the ever-present sun is played
here, including original games like peteca (volleyball using
a shuttlecock) and dramatic acrobatics on slacklines. If you
take your eye away from sporting action and look across the
Bay, you’ll probably want to photograph the view of Rio,
taking in all the major peaks, including Corcovado, Pedra
da Gávea and Pico da Tijuca. Come at the end of the day to
see the sun setting behind the hills, highlighting a famous
silhouette against a vermillion sky.

São Francisco & Charitas
At the end of the beach, the road climbs and then follows
a series of curves around the Estrada Fróes headland, with
mansions and occasional glimpses of the Bay. For those
10

Icaraí beach

Space station (aka Contemporary Art Museum) Nitéroi

with a bike (which you can bring on the barca) there’s
a cycle track following the road in the direction of São
Francisco Beach. In fact, getting off the barca in the Centro,
you’d follow the coast all the way round to the MAC and
this point. In places where there is no cycle track (such as
along Icaraí Beach), the pavement is generally wide enough
and it really is recommended to avoid being on the road.
Occasionally, you hear of cyclists being knocked over by
buses. São Francisco, without high apartment buildings
and beach kiosks, is much quieter than Icaraí. An attraction
here are the twenty or so restaurants along its waterfront,
including Noi, a Niterói micro-brewery and bistro where
you can do a degustação (tasting) of its artisan beers. On
a small hill with ancient mango trees and a red flamboyant
is the quaint 17th-century São Francisco de Xavier church,
overlooking the Bay.

Fishing boats in Jurujuba

mark. If the incoming tide has worked well, the sea will
be transparent.
Paradise can be elusive. Keep walking or cycling from the
beach and you follow a scenic road, cut into the rock, going
as far as Santa Cruz Fort at the entrance to the bay. Here,
there are tours of the ramparts, a café selling coconut water
and wonderful views out to sea. Soak it all up; it’s good for
the soul.
“Riverrun, past Eve and Adam’s, from swerve of shore to
bend of bay, brings us by a commodious vicus of recirculation
back to” Sugar Loaf and environs.

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA

The Great Outdoors

The Great Outdoors

For those in search of Eden, all you have to do is hop on
a ferry. Praça Quinze in Rio’s Centro (downtown) is the
starting point of this journey. There are a couple of options
for reaching Niterói, each taking about 20 minutes. During
weekdays, there’s a speedy catamaran to Charitas Beach.
A first-world service, it’s air-conditioned and feels very
business-class, as you are surrounded by smartly-dressed
executives tapping away on their iPhones. The second option
is using the larger, more frequent barcas to the Centro of
Niterói. During the weekly rush hour (pronounced o hush)
these are pretty packed. However, at weekends it’s a leisurely
affair and the older, more charming ferries are put to use.
Dating to the early 1960s, they have orange lifejackets hanging
from the ceiling, wooden benches and large windows letting
in the breeze. You can wander onto the deck outside, taking
in views of the bay as you cross over. On clear days, you can
make out the Dedo de Deus (God’s Finger) rock pinnacle in
the Teresópolis mountains.

Getting to Jurujuba, further around, is a bit of a walk. Bus
#33 takes you there. It actually starts at the bus terminal by
the barcas ferry and stops off at all points (except the MAC/
Ingá) along the coast thus far covered in this article. Other
options from the barcas are the #17 and #32, but these end at
Charitas. A traditional fishing village, Jurujuba has a slight
shabbiness to it, but that’s part of its charm. Narrow little
beaches are filled with colourful wooden skiffs and around
the 29th June every year the village celebrates São Pedro
(St Peter). A highlight is the watery procession of fishing
boats, adorned in paper bunting and rocking to the sounds
of Brazilian music. Along the final stretch of seafront, there
are a couple of rustic seafood restaurants – a good place for
caipirinhas and bolinhos de bacalhau.

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO
TEL: 21 2537-6695 EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

Charitas is a 3-km sandy stretch with kiosks and a lively
atmosphere at weekends. If your thing is having cold beers
with pastéis de camarão, while sitting under an amendoeira
tree at the back of the beach and listening to samba and
MPB, this is the place for you. Eventually the kiosks peter
out, replaced by a sandy pitch popular with the favela kids
playing football and flying kites. Here, there are also shipping
containers acting as storage units for windsurfing and
Hawaiian canoeing clubs. This is also the point where the
Charitas ferry comes in. If you’re visiting during the week,
you’ll notice the marked contrast between Rio’s downtown
and the laid-back fishing village feel as you disembark.
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GOOD LISTENING

SOME MUSIC IN RIO APRIL 2015
MARTIN HESTER

Costa do Sauípe
Marcia Fialho
Roof Garden
Michael Royster

The very circumspect title is a reflection of
the tremendous variety of music available
in Rio, and the diversity of places to hear
it. Some is well-publicised, some you can
unearth from the Internet in sites and
Facebook, and some “festas” you hear about
just from friends. So here is a selection – by
no means trying to be comprehensive!

endeavour came to an end in December 2014
– apparently because of the constant changes
in events and timing – and Rio has lost its
best guide to the many classical concerts
which are out there. So now the alternative
is to trawl the sites of the orchestras, the
concert halls, SESC and Música no Museu
(who have lots of free concerts).

Classical Music

Non-Classical Music

Rio de Janeiro has four symphony
orchestras in activity – the traditional
Orquestra Sinfônica Brasileira (OSB), the
Orquestra Petrobras Sinfônica (OPES), the
Orquestra do Theatro Municipal (OSTM),
and the Orquestra Filarmônica.

This category in Rio is vast – bossa nova,
samba, choro, hip-hop, funk.... The scene is
always changing, and you probably need to
dive in to find out what is going on. A good
starting point is the site <http://rioshow.
oglobo.globo.com/musica/home.aspx>.
Here you can find a selection of artists
playing in different styles, with descriptions
of their music, plus times and places to hear
them.

The OSB has a big series of concerts
throughout the year – at the Theatro
Municipal, the Cidade das Artes in the
Barra, and at the Sala Cecília Meirelles
in Lapa, which re-opened last December
(hurrah!). Conductor Roberto Minczuk
caused a schism in the OSB some years ago,
by wanting to test long-standing musicians,
and the orchestra split into two – the OSB
of musicians who would play with him, and
OSB Opera and Repertory, who play less
familiar music in less well-known places.
However, there is no sign of this rift on the
site, and there you can find a very extensive
series of concerts throughout the year.

View from Santa Teresa, or a picture for our times
Mary Alice Whyte

The Theatro Municipal orchestra is mainly
devoted to accompanying presentations
of Opera and Ballet, but I couldn’t find a
programme of these for this year yet. The
OSB is sustained by Vale, OPES by Petrobras,
and the OSTM by the Municipality – and
so one hopes these will all continue in the
presently difficult economic climate.

A Butterfly loves Buddleja
Liz Wynn-Jones

SNAP!
Send
News
And
Pictures

The Série O Globo Dell’Arte de Concertos
Internacionais has done a fine job for years
bringing international attractions to Rio.
The concerts are by no means cheap – but
often are well worthwhile.

Let’s be seeing YOU in The Umbrella in 2015.
Send News And Pictures and we’ll try to get you into print.
The Umbrella. Make it YOUR Umbrella.
Send News and high resolution Pictures to
the.umbrella@terra.com.br
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OPES was founded by Armando Prazeres,
and is still led by his sons, under the Musical
Direction of Isaac Karabtchevsky. This
orchestra, apart from playing big works in
traditional concert halls, also encourages
fusion with other musical styles and playing
in unusual places - making a valuable
contribution the musical life of the city.

Fulgora laternaria, or the Peanut Headed Bug
Fiona Brown

Viva Musica! directed by Heloisa Fischer,
for years did a great job of bringing together
big and small events of classical music into
a monthly guide. Unfortunately this heroic

Zé Paulo Becker

Talking of places - you can hear Bossa Nova
in the Vinicius Bar in Ipanema (and maybe
in the Beco das Garrafas in Copa), while
leading bars in Lapa for choro and samba
are the Bar Semente and Carioca de Gema.
Rio Scenarium – very touristy – is worth
a visit because of the decoration, and the
musical standard is usually good.
Some recommendations from son William
Hester – the Baile de Almeidinha is an
event at the Circo Voador about every 40
days, which presents best-quality Brazilian
music, with a touch of jazz. The leader is
bandolin-player Hamilton de Holanda who
invites different guest artists each time –
check out the site. The Forró de Estudantina
at the Centro Cultural Estudantina Musical
– a traditional dance hall in the Praça
Tiradentes – has live music and lots of
dancing, and “gente bonita e simpática”.
Forró and gringo probably don’t mix, but
still.... For something very Carioca try out
the Roda de Samba da Pedra do Sal, which
is an open-air venue in the area of Morro
de Conceição between Praça Mauá and
the Cidade Nova. More details in <http://
mapadecultura.rj.gov.br/manchete/roda-desamba-da-pedra-do-sal>.

To watch out for
Here are some personal recommendations:
José Paulo Becker is a wonderful guitarist,
playing both melody and accompaniment
with great virtuosity, always surrounded
by first-class musicians in small groups.
He is a member of the Trio Madeira Brasil,
which is a must-hear group – if they are
playing in Brazil! Zé Paulo is also a prolific

Julia Vargas

composer, and is usually to be found in the
Bar Semente on Mondays.
Julia Vargas is an up-and-coming singer of
MPB. She sings with freedom of expression
in a lovely melodious voice in a wide variety
of musical styles, and is a percussionist and
dancer as well. If she isn’t well-known yet,
she soon will be! You can catch up with her
through her site and Facebook.
Not an artist, but a place, the Bar Italia in
Charitas has good food, good atmosphere,
and music on Sunday afternoons – choro or
samba. You can get there by car across the
bridge, or by ferry or bus to Charitas. Much
easier than you think, and a good outing!
But in Rio de Janeiro, if you go out at night
and are not worried about going to some of
the more obscure parts of the city, there are
lots of parties and open-air shows available.
Sometimes these are just known to a set of
fans, or people living round there.
So have an adventure or two – and Good
Listening!...
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Well, I never… !
—No monarch has set foot in the Commons since
Charles I in 1642.
—The current Chamber only has 427 physical seats for
the 650 MPs.

Welcome to The Umbrella’s brief guide to next month’s British
General Election. It is not comprehensive, giving short shrift
to Northern Ireland and Wales; lack of space precludes doing
justice, for example, to the all-important matter of the NHS.
Our purpose is to allow Rio residents with interests – of any
nature – in the British scene to follow the news from a more
informed point of view. Our Letters to the Editor page is open
for YOUR take on the situation.
The BBC recently broadcast a TV series, “Inside the
Commons,” using unprecedented access to capture the
Mother of Parliaments as-it-has-never-been-seen-before.
This endoscopic series ended with these words: “The
Commons enters 2015 with the old political certainties in
flux and with MPs facing the most unpredictable election of
modern times”.
The British media is piling on the attention to the question
of who will form Her Majesty’s Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland after the
General Election on May 7. Analysis is everywhere. So why
IS there so much uncertainty as to who will be leading the
country for the next five years?

Just another Election, isn’t it?
Let’s start with the Economy and related matters. Most
observers would agree that the economy was in a mess
in 2010. There are various indicators to suggest that the
coalition government of Conservatives (“Tories” – led by
David Cameron) and Liberal Democrats (“Lib Dems” – Nick

Clegg) have done a reasonable job in turning things round.
The British economy is growing faster than most. Changes
in personal tax allowances have benefitted millions of
employees. Further policies have been announced to support
the “Long term economic plan” – words the Tories will use
over and over again in the next few weeks. Elections are
won on economic performance. Without a strong economy,
how can you solve the demands of Health, Education and
Defence? Surely the Tories and Lib Dem coalition are a safe
bet to stay in power?

of touch with the common man (remember those 5 Old
Etonians in Cameron’s inner circle). Moreover, many view
the Lib Dems as only propping up the Tories. In their
desire to cling to the coattails of power, they have reneged
on their own election promises (for example, to abolish
university fees).

Well, no. Deficit reduction has been achieved through
cuts in public services, with a severe impact on the poor
and disadvantaged. Cameron pledged, “we are all in this
together” and yet, claim the Labour Party (Ed Miliband),
there are large numbers of people who have not yet
benefitted from any economic improvements; real wage
growth is negligible. The Tories are accused of being out

And how are the voters interpreting all these lies, damned
lies and statistics? Well, according to the latest polls, the
share of votes going to the Tories (33.3%) and Labour
(33.2%) is in total (66.5%) very similar to the result in 2010
(36.1%, 29%, total 65.1%). So do we have a traditional battle
between these two main parties, with no impact from the
other players?

The basics:
—The British Parliament is made up the House of Lords
and the House of Commons. A Member of Parliament
(an MP, or a “seat”) is elected by the voters from each of
the 650 geographical constituencies (533 from England,
Wales 40, Scotland 59, Northern Ireland 18).
—In order to vote, you must be registered on the
electoral roll of one of the constituencies (the deadline
is April 20 and instructions were included in last
month’s Umbrella. There are some restrictions).
—Votes are made by marking a ballot paper in a voting
booth (or by postal vote). The votes are counted by
hand. The candidate who wins the most votes (“firstpast-the-post”) becomes the MP for that constituency.
—Nearly all the MPs are members of a recognised
political party. The leader of the party controlling
a majority of MPs in the Commons is asked by the
Sovereign to form the Government. The leader will be
the Prime Minister. So for example, David Cameron
is the elected MP for the constituency of Witney and
leader of the Conservative party, who together with
the Lib Dems currently hold a majority of seats in the
Commons and therefore Cameron is Prime Minister of
the coalition government.
—4 MPs are designated as Speaker and Assistant
Speakers (Administrative roles) and don’t vote. The 5
Sinn Fein MPs do not attend the Commons. Therefore,
at present, 321 voting MPs are required to command a
majority in the Commons.
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—The annual salary of an MP is currently £63,291.

Immigration, European Union (EU), UK
Independence Party (UKIP)
The enormous benefits and undoubted challenges of
immigration and membership of the EU are both diverse and
complex. In the 1990s, net immigration to the UK began to
rise, exceeding 100 thousand for the first time in 1998. From
2001 to 2010, average net immigration to the UK was 200
thousand per annum (refer to the Office of National Statistics
for definitions and more information). In April 2011, David
Cameron laid down a plan: net immigration would return to
the tens of thousands per annum. “No ifs. No buts”. In 2014,
net immigration to the UK was 298 thousand.
Many of those moving to the UK come from the EU
(currently 28 states). The free movement of persons within
the EU is a fundamental right guaranteed to EU citizens.
Any form of control would require renegotiation of the
treaties or departure from the EU.

—There are about 45 million registered voters, with
an average of approximately 70,000 per constituency.
Turnout in 2010 was 65%. The largest majority in any
constituency was 27,826. The smallest was 4.
—In 2010, Houghton and Sunderland South was the first
constituency to declare a result, at 22:52, using ballot
papers that were 20 grams lighter and instructions to
fold the papers only once, from north to south. There
were 38,867 votes to count in 52 minutes.

Elections

Elections

British General Election 2015

—Until 1948, someone with a university-education
and owning property might vote in three different
constituencies (e.g. places of birth, university and
property). Today one person has one vote.

—The Monster Raving Loony Party has registered 20
candidates for the 2015 election. In 2010, the MRLP won
7,510 votes.
post system. But immigration and Europe (will there be
a referendum on Europe?) have become major electoral
issues, perhaps more critical than the Economy and very
damaging to the Tory vote.

Scotland
The history of the union between Scotland and the rest
of the UK stretches back a long way. Perhaps it was not a
surprise that the vote for independence in 2014 was so close,
it being difficult to discern a clear weight of argument either
for or against. The Yes campaign was led by the Scottish
Nationalist Party, who had won an overall majority in the
devolved Scottish Parliament in 2011. With the impetus
of the referendum campaign, the SNP have consolidated
their popularity within the Scottish electorate. Prior to the
referendum, promises were made to devolve more powers
to Scotland. The SNP participated in the subsequent
Smith commission, which published recommendations

Needless to say, this has been fertile ground for any party
whose policies include leaving Europe and introducing
“more stringent rules on border controls”. UKIP and their
notorious leader Nigel Farage have taken full advantage. In
May 2014, UKIP won the highest share of the vote (27%)
in the European Elections (yes, 24 MEPs elected to the
European Parliament that they wish to abolish. The UK
sends 73 MEPs, elected by proportional representation). It
was the first time a political party other than the Tories or
Labour had won the most votes in a national election since
1906. An extraordinary result for a party so far to the right
of the political spectrum.
The growth of UKIP (predicted 14% of the votes) is unlikely
to gain them many MPs because of the first-past-the15

in November 2014, and the process continues. The SNP
continues to argue for more powers and still desires
independence.
It’s also worth mentioning that one of the SNP’s other
policies is to scrap the multi-billion pound investment
in the replacement of the Vanguard class submarines that
carry Trident nuclear missiles. The submarines are based in
Scotland.

Elections

So what is the likely result of the General
Election: who will govern the UK?
The most significant shift in voting intentions is in Scotland.
The current election polls predict that the SNP will win
more than 50 of the 59 Scottish constituencies. Labour will
lose most of the 41 Scottish seats they won in 2010, more
than offsetting the seats they are likely to gain in England
from the Tories, partly as a result of the flow from the Tories
to UKIP.
Most analysts are currently predicting something like:
Tories: 277 MPs; Labour 269; SNP 53; Lib Dems 25;
Others 26; in other words, a “hung parliament”, in which
no one party has a majority (about 320 MPs) in its own
right; a situation in which the political parties juggle and
negotiate with each other to form either a formal coalition
(as present) or a more loose “confidence and supply”
agreement, in which minor parties give support on an issue
by issue basis.
In the event of a hung parliament, the Cabinet Manual states:
“it is the responsibility of those involved in the political
process … to seek to determine and communicate clearly to
the Sovereign who is best placed to be able to command the
confidence of the House of Commons”. This is not simple
and there are contradictory precedents.

The uncertainties: who will try to jump into
bed with whom, will they be given the chance
and for how long?
If the result of the election is a hung parliament, it is of
course highly likely that both Cameron and Miliband will
argue that they command the confidence of the Commons,
whatever the numbers show.
The Tories and Lib Dems and Democratic Unionists (from
Northern Ireland; currently 8 MPs) are unlikely to control a
majority (only about 310 in total). But Cameron may argue
that, as incumbent and perhaps largest party, he should be
allowed to lead a minority government. Critically, he will be
exposed to the demands of those (including MPs within his
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Just to remind everyone …
1603: Union of the Crowns, by which England and
Scotland share the same monarch but maintain different
legislatures;

NAN CARIOCA

ALL ABOUT RIO
NAN HIRSCH

1707: The Acts of Union, by which the two Parliaments
of England and of Scotland join to form the Parliament
of Great Britain, in London;

bobbing near the sand, the horizon not
clearly defined….

1801: Acts of Union, creates The Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, bringing
the Irish on board;
1920: Government of Ireland Act, now the UK only
includes Northern Ireland
1997: Referendum. Scotland votes Yes-Yes for separate
parliament with tax-varying powers
1998: Scotland Act. Creates separate Scottish Parliament
at Holyrood, Edinburgh, with 138 SMPs chosen by a
separate election process. Holyrood has power over
everything except those powers specifically retained by
Westminster.
2014: Referendum. “Should Scotland be an independent
country?” No: 2.0 million. Yes: 1.6 million.
own party) wishing for a stronger position on immigration
and Europe.
Miliband may come to an agreement with the SNP
(leader in the Commons is likely to be Alex Salmond),
despite the damage that Labour will have suffered from
the SNP in Scotland. He has already declared that
Labour would not form a coalition with the SNP, but,
for example, both are in favour of staying in Europe and
favour less severe austerity measures. More importantly,
neither wants to see David Cameron continue in power.
Miliband would lead a combined group of more than
320 MPs, just enough to command a majority. But
would he be able to keep the SNP satisfied with regard
to devolution and Trident?

As we walk from Leblon to Ipanema and
back, along the beach, we feel the season
changing. The sun has noticeably moved
from right to left in the sky and it is not
scorching our brains as much as during the
last few months. It is early hours: the clocks
have returned to our “normal” Standard
Time; however our bodies do not readily
acknowledge this technicality. As do
laboratory rats, we have adapted to so many
hours of sleep and a certain luminosity
from outside.
Therefore, there we find ourselves, eager to
pump adrenaline through our veins, hoping
to exorcise peccadillos from last year’s

holiday season, framed by scenery—a white
cloud covering sand and sea, bright orange
trash bins. Are they sentries guarding our
coast, not the land but the environment?
We salute them, we root for them.
During summer, exercising on the beach
was deadly. We walked/jogged/ran the
promenade wishing the torture would
end, questioning why? Do we really have
to make such an effort, will we ever know
if all this pain and sweat pays off? The
gentler weather now allows us to look
around and appreciate the views: our
fellow early risers, the cargo ships waiting
their turn at the port, the fishing boats

Since the sun no longer blinds us, we
notice small details. At several bus stops,
a list of the lines’ routes and destinations
is accompanied by another signpost
with urgent advice: “this bus stop has
moved to…” When you look at the photo
alongside, does it help in any way? Imagine
you are trying to reach a destination and
concentrate on the details—will you be able
to find the second sign? What if you are a
tourist who does not know Portuguese?
You may even wonder, wouldn’t be better
if there were no signs at all, since the route
doesn’t even exist anymore?
A painting on the sidewalk says: “Stop here,
appreciate life for a minute and smile.” It is
signed The Oracle. At six in the morning,
we are not r-e-a-l-l-y prepared to relax: the
working year is now in full swing, there are
schedules, appointments and deadlines to
meet. But we cannot help smiling a little,
the first time we pass right on by, the second
time’s the same, but…by the third, we can’t
help it: we stop and look at the view: after
all, the sea is just over there, beckoning with
promises of a simpler life…. Smiling, we take
off, once again, to the duties that call us.

A week is a long time in politics and both of these scenarios
would be fragile, even in the short term. There is a high
risk that dissatisfied MPs of whatever persuasion may soon
trigger a second General Election by voting a motion of
“no confidence in the Government.” A period of flux and
unpredictability indeed.
Steve Rimmer
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

A TRIP THROUGH N. ARGENTINA
CORDOBA HERE WE COME

HENRY ADLER

The final installment of Henry Adler’s
adventures off the beaten track in Northern
Argentina.
Delightful as all the wines we had tried
were – and there were many – we decided
that we’d had enough! It was hot (over 40ºC,
dry and very dusty) and when we saw on
our map that the next dot was a place called
Quilmes our thoughts turned immediately
to beer. After all, the best-known beer in
Argentina is called Quilmes.
DYING FOR A BEER
It didn’t take long to drive from Cayafate.
Quilmes was signposted on a 5km dirt
side road. “Strange place for a brewery,”
we thought. When we got there, all we
saw were ruins stretching up the hillside;
stone fortress-like buildings and a lot of
huge cacti. The Incas, for this was an Inca
city dating back to ca. 800 AD, may have
been a great civilization but the brewing of
beer was clearly not their major concern
here. The site was open but not the bar. We
wandered around the site and admired the
Inca’s building skills, by which time our
tongues were hanging out. The bar had
opened and we finally got our Quilmes.
And heard the story of how Quilmes got to
be the name of the beer. When the Spanish
conquistadores arrived in the area they met
unusually stubborn resistance from the
estimated 2,600 natives. After many years,
the Spanish decided to forcibly move the
entire population away and made them
walk 1,200km to Buenos Aires province.
Only 400 natives survived and the area
they settled took the name of their original
home, Los Kilme. Today the town of
Quilmes, near Buenos Aires, houses the
eponymous brewery started in 1888 by a
German immigrant.
The next stop heading south was El Mollar,
with an area of menhirs (ancient standing
stones). They were moved here from various
sites to protect them, but they rather lose
their meaning (not that that’s known) when
you see them lumped all together.
We pressed on towards Cordoba passing
through Catamarca, a nice enough town
but nothing to really stop for apart from
another Quilmes, so we headed towards
Cordoba and explored the sights in the 3
Sierras de Cordoba around the city.
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GERMAN RULES!
Our first stop was Villa General Belgrano,
a town to this day strongly influenced and
literally flavoured by its German origins,
heritage and culture. German seamen who
survived the sinking of the Graf Spee in
WW2 were interned here. They survived,
became Argentinians, and developed the
town. They continued to speak, act and
live like Germans. To this day, it is to all
intents and purposes a German town that
just happens to be in Central Argentina. Of
course, the best place for genuine German
sausages is called Fritz’s and the local
pharmacy has a sign promoting Bayer’s
medicines – in German! And as you might
expect getting a beer here – Quilmes or
handcrafted beer by the “Germans” – is
no problem. They even have their own
Oktoberfest! If Belgrano is German then
30kms up the road La Cumbrecita is almost
“Disney” or rather “Kitsch” German. It has
made its name as a tourist centre and tries
almost too hard to out-“German” Belgrano.
Naturally (though not to a Swiss) there’s a
Hotel Edelweiss.
A WALE OF A TIME
But we came across a much more
interesting place to stay in nearby Los
Reartes village. It was called “Draig Las” –
the sign showed a blue dragon – and said
“Casa de Té Gales”! Here in the middle of
“Germany” was a boutique hotel serving
traditional Welsh teas. So we killed 2 birds,
sorry – dragons – with one stone and
stayed overnight there. The Welsh Tea was
excellent! The owners originally came from
Trelew, the area settled by Welsh sheep

pumas or condors. That is until we were
driving out, when a pair of these flying
giants swooped low over us. Thanks, guys,
you made our day!
Down by the lakeside in the valley in Alta
Gracia, yet another town founded by the
Jesuits, there is a beautiful old colonial
church, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
dating back some 250 years. The town also
sports an interesting clock tower which
houses the Tourist Office. But for some
the most important thing about the town
is that Ché Guevara grew up and went to
school here!
Cordoba is Argentina’s 2nd biggest city
after Buenos Aires. It’s also one of the
oldest, founded in 1573 by the Jesuits. The
university was the first in Argentina, set up

farmers in the 19th century on Argentina’s
Atlantic coast. The owner’s son had even
managed a British Council award to study
the Welsh language in Wales.

in 1613. The cathedral is also Argentina’s
earliest, built between 1640-71 with later
additions and embellishments including
its famous cupola. Worth visiting is the
Manzana Jesuitica, a UNESCO World
Heritage site which brings together in
one historical complex the Iglesia de la
Compañia de Jesus, the Capilla Doméstica,
the Colégio Nacional de Monserrat and
the Universidad Nacional de Cordóba.
There are several other 17th century
churches, convents and chapels. Tired
of churches? Take a look at the beautiful
old Mitre railway station, now defunct, if
only to drink a Quilmes at its beautiful
tiled coffee shop and bar. Around the
historical centre thrives a modern city
with everything you’d expect in a city of
about 1,5 million people which is both a
major industrial and academic centre.
Naturally there’s absolutely no problem in
finding a Quilmes-serving establishment
on almost every street.
JESUIT PAR EXCELLENCE
The Jesuit tradition, history and
remains are a constant presence

throughout N. Argentina and there
are excellent examples in all the towns
and cities, but the best of all was
still to come. Some 50-60kms from
Cordoba are Santa Catalina and Jesus
Maria. Both were originally Jesuit
estancias where cattle were bred,
cereals grown and wine made in the
17th and 18th centuries. They became
Jesuit settlements or villages as settlers
came and the population grew. Jesus
Maria, founded in 1618, and its
beautiful church has become a most
interesting National Jesuit Museum.
Santa Catalina is almost totally
original and on a dirt road off the
highway. It has a spectacular church
dating from 1622 with a baroque
façade and lots of original paintings
and decorative objects. The Indian and
slave dwellings are open to visitors and
their old utensils and farm implements
can be inspected. The entire estancia is
surrounded by a stone wall. The whole
area is an UNESCO World Heritage site
– and justly so. You can even stay at the
inn in the grounds and, of course, get a
nice cool Quilmes…

Produção de Eventos

CONDORS, CHÉ AND CORDOBA
The most interesting area is Los
Condoreitos National Park. As the name
suggests, this is a place to spot condors;
in fact, it’s the easternmost limit of their
habitat. The paths are well maintained
and it’s an easy hike to the mountain ridge
overlooking the valley and surrounding
mountains. We saw lots of birds – but no

WWW.MARCIAFIALHO.COM.BR
DESIGNER DO UMBRELLA DESDE 1994
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.Letters to the Editor
It seems he embarked upon a life of
leisure, becoming a colon in Bodoni, the
capital city of San Serriffe’s northern islet,
Upper Caisse. Subsequently migrating
to Port Clarendon, he participated in an
unsuccessful rebellion against General
Pica led by Third Lt. A. Bourgeois.

Rio de Janeiro, March 9, 2015.
Dear Editor
It’s a great pleasure for the American
Chamber of Commerce in Rio de
Janeiro (AmCham Rio) to be given the
opportunity to get closer to the Englishspeaking community in the city through
this publication. Getting to know The
Umbrella became even more significant
because it happened at an appropriate
time, namely, the commemoration of
the 450th anniversary of this marvelous
city. We were honored to be invited
to participate in the March issue with
the logo we have prepared for the city’s
anniversary of the city. AmCham Rio, as a
business institution that works in support
of regional development and building
bilateral relations, supports actions like
this which encourage exchanges and at
the same time build friendly ties that offer
cultural, social and economic support
between different groups. Congratulations!
Yours sincerely,
Eduardo Nunes
Communications Manager
........................................
Dear Editor
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Forced to flee, he was last seen piloting
a sand barge (“Jangada de Pedra”) south
by southwest, claiming as his ultimate
destination the “BeGuanoes”, an island
principality which, we have been reliably
informed, can be translated into “Cagarras”
in Portuguese.
To my surprise (and pleasure) I found,
in your February 2015 issue, a reference
to these very isles, and indeed a picture
which seems to confirm the beguanoed
origin of the Cagarras. Hence, I take the
liberty of requesting you (and your faithful
readers) to please let me know if they have
any knowledge of my cousin’s current
whereabouts.
April 1, 2015
Robert D Oznot, Jr.
........................................
Dear Editors
You have excelled yourselves. Marcia
too. [March issue] quite the best “The
Umbrella” for many months.
Congratulations to all of you.
On a smaller scale (bi-monthly), I am the
Editor of our local “Rotary Notícias”, so
I can imagine the amount of dedication,
time and chasing up you have to do to get
“The Umbrella” out on schedule.
Once again, many congratulations to you
and to the other contributors.

I write you out of fond (indeed foolish)
hope, for I know not where else to turn. I
have long been seeking news of my second
cousin (twice removed), a certain Joseph
David Oznot. I have sought him in every
part of the world, and recently the trail led
to Rio de Janeiro, as follows.

Kindest regards and much admiration,

JD, as he was affectionately known in his
adopted home of San Serriffe, was born
in 1946 in Michigan and was admitted
to the Princeton Class of 1968; strangely,
however, the University Records claim
he never matriculated, even though that
class’s 25th Reunion book contains an
entry describing (far too briefly) his life.

I was thrilled to read Michael Kepp’s
article about birding in Ubatuba, as it is a
destination I would love to visit precisely
for that purpose. I have been to the Reserva
Guainumbi up the Serra, and it is certainly
a wonderful place to see a huge variety of
colourful Mata Atlântica species.

Peter Doyle.
........................................
Dear Editor

However, a couple of the photos do not
match up. Michael mentions spotting
the Ivory-billed woodpecker, but this
critically-endangered species does not
live in Brazil. It hangs on for dear life
in Southeastern USA and Cuba. The
photo printed is indeed of this species,
but it must been pinched from Google!!!
Presumably Michael saw the Robust
Woodpecker, pica-pau-rei in Portuguese,
as mentioned in the text. Its head is all
red. See <http://www.wikiaves.com.br/
pica-pau-rei>.
The photo supposedly of the long-tailed
tyrant does not portray this species, which
is black, with a white cap and, as its name
suggests, has a long tail! See <http://www.
wikiaves.com.br/viuvinha>. The photo
published might be a Chestnut-browed
Becard, but I may be wrong. It actually
looks like a Rufous Casiornis (mariaferrugem), but this bird is not present in
that area.

Games and Puzzles

Best regards,
Margi Moss
Note on Fiona Bensley’s letter seeking the
missing half sister of Gerald Cort: sleuths
worldwide are onto this, and we hope to
hear from YOU if you can help find this
missing person.

<enigmardj@gmail.com>

No scent, no sense, nonsense and yet another old puzzle

Which year

from Enigma

A father kept a diary. He wrote “I was X years old in the year X
cubed. My age is now X squared and in another X years, my son
will be Y years old in the year Y squared”. (To make this puzzle
easier for the average Umbrella reader, the text has been translated
from the original Latin). In which year was the father born?

Barely enough information
A man leaves his hut and walks South, whistling a happy tune. He
then walks West and is alert enough to see a bear in the distance.
Worried that the bear might smell him, the man runs North,
directly back to his hut. His wife is surprised to see him back so
quickly. What was the colour of the bear?
Can you make sense of this?
YYURYYUBICURYY4ME
Punctuate please !
James while John had had had had had had had had had had had a
better effect on the teacher.

Answers to last month’s puzzles.
Surely not ? Surely, yes. Consider someone else walking up on the
second day at exactly the same speed, with exactly the same stops
and starts, as the foolish tourist achieved on the first day. At some
point (as she walks down) they will cross. Same point, same time.
Bath-time It will fill after 30 minutes. In one minute, first tap fills
1/10 of bath. In one minute, second tap fills 1/15. Together they fill
5/30 (3/30 + 2/30) in one minute. In one minute, the waste pipe
drains 4/30 (the equivalent of 1/7.5). 5/30 less 4/30 is 1/30. Bath
will be 1/30 full after one minute, etc. Rise Queen, See, Placidas
(national anthems; Britain, USA, Brazil)

JOHN ATACK

Folks might be interested to know that the
lovely tanager in another photo is the Rednecked tanager, or saíra-militar.
I highly recommend the site <www.
wikiaves.com.br> for those interested in
learning more about birds in their own
garden, in their area or even in the farflung corners of Brazil. Infinitely more
complete than any guide-books, and you
can hear the bird songs for each species as
well.

Comments, feedback and suggestions please to

1946 - 2015
John and Barbara Atack lived in Rio between 1978 and
1984. They made many good friends here. So it was with
great sadness that their friends received the following note
from Barbara, all the while admiring her selfless, poignant
packaging of such sad news:
From Barbara Atack:
It’s with great regret that I have to tell you that John died on
Friday, February 27. He was driving his beloved Morgan, on
his favourite bit of road across the tops of the moors, coming
down into Hebden Bridge, when he had a massive heart
attack and died instantly. He had the great decency to take
his foot off the accelerator beforehand, so that the resulting
short trip into the ditch did no harm to me in the passenger
seat. He was so enjoying the drive. What an ideal way for
him to go.
During their time here, John and Barbara were heavily
involved with The Players. On or off the stage they always
took the lead. A friend recalls: “Those were the days
indeed. 100+ people for The Players’ AGM sitting down
to entertainment and a curry dinner cooked by the ladies.
A monthly newsletter written by John Atack, stuffed full
of daft bits and pieces and news of the next production
or workshop – 4 per year in those days! John was always
verbose, always witty, not always intelligible, but he did love
the written word, at least when he was writing it.”

Some thoughts from
Tim Atack’s eulogy:
“At
my
parents’
annual,
infamous
Anglo-Brazilian
barbecue, when Mo
Burton asked where
all the lovely beef came
from, Dad responded
that it mostly came
from cows. When
he discovered a pub
in
Leicestershire
that served Timothy
Taylors ale, he said it
only proved there was
“hope and comfort in
the most surprising places”. Which, when I think about it,
could well be used to describe the man himself.”
According to the Hebden Bridge Times, his friends and
family described John as a traditionalist with a healthy
disregard for pomposity, a professional member of the
awkward squad. To those who had the joy of knowing him
here in Rio, that sounds about right. John hated black.
So do paint your memories of this gregarious, kindly,
outspoken, enthusiastic former carioca in all the colours
of vibrant life.
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APRIL
03 Good Friday Holiday
04 CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí
05 Easter Sunday
07 BCS AGM, Jubilee Hall
12 Street Child World Cup Day of Inclusion
16 AmSoc Happy Hour, Gringo Café
21 Tuesday - Tiradentes Holiday
23 Thursday - São Jorge Holiday (Rio only)
30 TBS/BCS International Jazz Day, Jubilee Hall
MAY
01 Friday - Workers’ Day Holiday
05 Country Dancing starts, Paissandú Club
09 CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí
21 AmSoc Happy Hour
30 America’s Day Celebration (EARJ Gavea)

Calendar

26 Christ Church AGM, noon

JUNE
04 Thursday - Corpus Christi Holiday
13 Queen’s Birthday Party (Jubilee Hall)
18 AmSoc Happy Hour
27 CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí
JULY

PSYCHOTHERAPY
VIVIANE RICHARDSON
Clinical Psychologist. Experience with expatriated
and cross-cultural issues.
Lived many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA.
Practice at Botafogo - Rua Voluntários da Pária 190.
Appointment by phone +55 (21) 99966.9494
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

DEADLINE

for our May 2015 issue
is Monday, 20th April

03 TBS Last day of Term 1
08 WDA Jumble Sale
18-19 CCC vs Chile, Itaguaí
AUGUST
03 TBS First day of Term 2
22 Saturday - CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí
SEPTEMBER
05-06 CCC vs. São Paulo, Itaguaí
12 BCS Beatles Night
07 Monday - Independence Day Holiday
OCTOBER
10 CCC Intra-Club Game, Itaguaí
12 Monday - N. Sa. Aparecida Holiday
12-16 TBS Half Term Break

Don’t miss your Umbrella!
Always keep your address updated.
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695

31 CCC Nationals - Itaguaí
NOVEMBER
01 CCC Nationals - Itaguaí
02 Monday - All Souls’ Day Holiday
07-08 CCC National Championships, Itaguaí
15 Sunday - Republic Day Holiday
20 Friday - Dia da Consciência Negra Holiday (Rio only)
27 CCC End of Year Party & Awards

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.
Contact Alcoholics Anonymous
aario.org - Richard (21) 99867 8377

DECEMBER
12 Saturday BCS Christmas Lunch (Jubilee Hall)
18 TBS Last day of Term 2
25 Friday – Christmas Day
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