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From the Editor...
YELLOW JACK IS BACK!
JACK WOODALL
An inscription on a tombstone in the
cemetery in Belem, at the mouth of the
Amazon, dated in the mid-1800s,
records the arrival of the new British
Consul and his death only 3 months
later from yellow fever. Yellow fever (YF)
epidemics were a periodic scourge in
Brazilian ports since the days when
slave ships from West Africa brought
their human cargo in chains, along with
African mosquitoes breeding in the
freshwater barrels. The negros circulating YF virus in their bloodstream kept
the human-mosquito-human cycle
going throughout the long ocean voyage.
The last time Yellow Jack struck Rio
was a hundred years ago. The justly
internationally famous Brazilian public
health physician Oswaldo Cruz stopped
it dead with mass vaccination and
mosquito control. This genius also
stopped epidemics of plague and
smallpox in the city by rat control and
vaccination.

2

At some point in history, a caboclo from
the interior of Brazil travelled down to
a port city being ravaged by YF, was
bitten by an infected mosquito, and got
back home to his hut in the Atlantic forest, only to come down with yellow
fever a few days later. While sick, he
was bitten by a forest mosquito. In
turn, the forest mosquito gave it to a
monkey, and ever since then, YF virus
has circulated unhampered among forest monkeys throughout the Atlantic
forest, spreading further into the
Amazon jungle. Of course, it is totally
impossible to vaccinate all the monkeys in the forest, so since then Brazil
and the Amazonian parts of neighbouring countries have been permanently
infected.
But surely, you say, yellow fever in Rio is
all ancient history – why should we care
about it now? Well, the reason is that
starting last year, yellow fever has
entered one of its cyclic expansion phases. It has spread out of its forest haunts
in the Mato Grosso to reach São Paulo

state for the first time in 8 years, Parana
for the first time in 42 years, crossing
borders into Paraguay, for the first time
in 100 years, and also into Argentina. So
although Brazil does not require proof
of YF vaccination from people arriving
from abroad, it highly recommends the
shot for anyone travelling to an infected
state in Brazil. And if you’re going from
Brazil to Argentina, or India, or elsewhere in Latin America or Asia, you may
be required on arrival to show proof of
having had the YF vaccine at least 10
days previously (that’s how long it takes
to reach its full effect). Don’t say you
haven’t been warned!

The British community was sad to
hear of the passing of Jean Weller, the
mother of our Chaplain, David Weller,
in England on 1st July. We extend our
deepest sympathy to David, Sue and
Rachel.
We are delighted to announce that BCS
office assistant Eliz abet h Barnes became
engaged to her internet friend, By ron
Vy rona, in Enfield, England on 15th
July. Wedding plans are still some way off.

The HMS Gloucester called in at Rio,
and the Captain and officers hosted a

Don’t Drink and Drive

3) "Ristorante Turino Tijuca" - Mrs.
Yvonne Stevens
4) "Mr. Lam" - Mrs. Sarita Galliez
5) "Gula Gula" (JB) - Mr. Roberto Freire
6) "Guimas" - Mr. Chris Hieatt
7) "Lorenzo Bistro" - Mrs. Fátima Dias
8) "Centro Gastronômico Vitoria' Mr. Robert Barclay
9) "66 Bistro" - Mrs. Valerie Sinclair
10) "Cipriani" - Mrs. Julienne Hallawell
11) "APP" Tapestry - Mrs. Lucia Gouveia
A reminder that the APP sells Bridge
and Biriba scores, also English/
Portuguese cookbooks.
Correction: In the last (July) edition of The
Umbrella, the name of the person who provided the four beautiful birthday cakes at
Mary A une’s anniversary celebration was
incorrect. They were provided by Leila Aune,
the hostess & organizer of the party. The
cakes were for Knut A une (birthday on 3rd
June), Nils Aune (5th June), Levina Aune
-- George’s wife (6th June) and Mary (7th
June). We regret the error. - Ed.

AroundRio

Elizabeth and Byron

cocktail party on board
on 2nd July. Among the
guests were Charles
and Lucy Beney, Phil
Healey, Suzan Carter,
Patrick and Vera Lucia
Hamilton-Hill, Adam
Reid and Jenny Byers.
Sue Sumner hosted a lavish lunch on
16th July at The Telegraph pub in Putney
for friends who had moved back to the UK
from Brazil and others visiting from Rio.
Among the latter were George and Fil
Sot hers, Bill and Gill Gray , Mary
Craw shaw and Jack Woodall. A good
time was had by all.
The Ambulatório da Praia do Pinto
wishes to thank their kind friends who
once again have come to their aid in
purchasing the 'Restaurants' Raffle
tickets. Below follows a list of the prizes
and respective winners:
1) "Pergula" - Mrs. Vivianne Caldas
2) "Fronteira" - Mrs. Molly Lies

Don’t Drive if you Drink

JB Taxi -Tel: 2501-3026
Ouro Táxi - 2106-7777
Central Taxi -Tel: 2195-1000
Keep this card in your wallet for easy reference
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Elizabeth Cross
New award to honour those who
passed away fighting terror
A new British award has been created
to recognise the sacrifice of families
who lostloved ones in operations
against terrorism, or as a result of terrorist acts.

British Consulate
4

It is to be called the Elizabeth Cross.
The Secretary of State for Defence,
Bob Ainsworth, recently announced
in Parliament the creation of the new
medal and its related memorial scroll,
with the approval of Her Majesty The
Queen.
The Elizabeth Cross is made of hallmark silver and will be issued in the
form of a cross with a laurel wreath

passing between the arms. The arms of
the Cross bear floral symbols representing England (Rose), Scotland
(Thistle), Ireland (Shamrock) and
Wales (Daffodil). The centre of the
medal will carry the crowned Cypher
of Her Majesty The Queen. The
reverse will be engraved with the name
of the person in whose memory it is
granted. The Elizabeth Cross, will be
accompanied by a memorial scroll
which will read: “This Scroll
Commemorates…who gave his/her
life for Queen and Country on…” and
will be signed by The Queen. Both the
medal and the scroll will be presented
to the deceased’s Next of Kin and will
be issued as of 1st August 2009 recognising deaths in qualifying circumstances dating back to 1st January
1948. Eligible personnel to be remembered in this way are those who were
serving with, or were, former members
of the Regular and Reserve Armed
Forces or the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
Only one Elizabeth Cross is to be granted for each recognised passing, but an
additional scroll will be available to the
parents, spouses or someone who had a
substantive relationship with the person who is being honoured.

Special lunch

In July, Consul General Tim Flear
took some time during lunch with the
staff of the British Consulate General
to recognise those who have worked
for the diplomatic mission for more
than ten years. With the longest-standing record of service, Raquel Ferreira,
Personal Assistant to the Consul
General, was applauded by her colleagues for her 26 years of work at the
Consulate.
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Want to hear more? Come along on
Thursday, 3rd and Thursday, 17tth
September to the Jubilee Hall
behind the British School & BCS
office in Rua Real Grandeza, 99 Botafogo. Parking is in the area
behind the Hall. Doors open at 7pm
with drinks and snacks provided.
The presentation will start at
7.45pm.

and more...

BRITISH &
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY

Sylvia will present in English. The
illustrated presentations will take
about 80 minutes each with plenty of
time for questions.

BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw
Sylvia's first presentation will cover
the early British community in Rio &
British visitors to the city:
- A merchant and Protestant
community: the British Cemetery,
the British & the German Society
and the Church
- British travellers' narratives and
British painters in Rio
- The role of the British Navy in
Brazilian territorial unity.

It is surprising to find that some
people still do not seem to know who
is the current chair of the BCS. Mary
is now in her second year in the
position.
With many people away on holiday,
July and August are quiet, uneventful
months for the BCS – but check the
Calendar on the back page and the
reports of the American Society and
International Club below for their
events during this period. Our own
programme will pick up in
September.
The British Community in Rio de
Janeiro (1807-1867)
An illustrated presentation by Sylvia
Lenz in 2 parts
Part 1: Thursday 3rd September 7pm
Part 2: Thursday 17th September 7pm

The second part will cover British
involvement with Rio:
- Transport: the British & the RioNiteroi ferryboats
- British Engineers and the Drainage
System: Mr. Russel and Mr. Gotto
- British engineering & its part in
the expansion & modernizing of the
port, the biggest in South America.
If you think that mid-19th century
drainage systems in Rio aren't your
"cup of tea", Sylvia tells me that Rio
was the only the second city after
London to install such a system and
that it came about after an outbreak
of yellow fever had taken its toll on
the foreign community. Bet you
didn't know that! We're sure there'll
be lots of other just as interesting
and unknown tales of Rio's
yesteryear and the involvement of
the Brits that you didn't know about.

Rio de Janeiro port being built
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These events are free to all comers.
We ask you to let the BCS office
know you're coming (tel. 2537-6695
or e-mail bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br) so we
can arrange the catering. We also ask
you to make a voluntary contribution
on the night, the proceeds of which
will be donated to one of the
charities that the BCS supports.
About the Speaker:

Dr Sylvia Ewel Lenz

Dr. Sylvia Ewel Lenz is Lecturer in
Modern and Contemporary History
at Universidade Estadual de
Londrina. She obtained her PhD in
2008 from UFF following her
research on urban migration with
special reference to the German
community in 19th century Rio
entitled “Alemães no Rio de Janeiro:
diplomacia e negócios, profissões e ócios
(1815-1866)”. Her current research
focuses on the British Community in
Rio de Janeiro in the same period
(1807-1867). A future area of interest
and research will be about Slav
immigration to Brazil after the
Russian Revolution and post-War
period. To undertake this research
she's learning Russian.
Christmas Card Competition
Design a card for the BCS! This
competition is open to all ages. The
prize for each design selected will
be 25 cards with the winner's own
design. The number of prizes will
depend on the quality of the
entries. Deadline is 15th September
2009.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY

in Rio and can share their knowledge
and tips to make a smoother transition.
New board member Ken Stefano will
be in charge of our monthly Happy
Hour in Zona Sul which our members
look forward to.

AmSoc members Michael and Anne Harris, lost
on Air France flight 447. Mike had just recently
joined the board and was very active before and
during the America's Day celebration last May.
Our sincere condolences to their families

This month American Society welcomes its new Gold Sponsor, Devon to
its prestigious list of sponsors.
We also welcome new board member
Melinda McGarvey who will be the
liaison with the American Consulate.
Morgan Jackson, a recent addition to
our board, will be in charge of the
Ambassador Program which links a
brand new member of the society with
a member who has already been living

NEW EVENT
American Society Speakers Series
Date: Monday, 3rd August
Time: 7:30 PM
Place: Auditorium Centro Cultural IBEU
Av. N. Sra. Copacabana, 690/904 Copacabana
Topic: “Money, Banking, Economic
Collapse, and a New World Order?”
This presentation will identify key
features of the monetary and financial
systems in use throughout the global
economy that constitute the underlying causes of the current worldwide
crisis. These causes are rarely discussed
in the mainstream media, but unless
the assumptions are challenged and
the economy redesigned according to
different principles, it is not unreasonable to predict a global economic
collapse and the emergence of some
kind of new world order.
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Speaker:
Dr. Peter J. Robertson is an Associate
Professor in the School of Policy,
Planning, and Development at the
University of Southern California. He
is currently in Rio on a Fulbright
Scholarship studying the development
of a network established to promote
sustainable tourism in the state of Rio
de Janeiro. He is a member of the
Academy of Management, the Public
Management Research Association,
and the Institute of Noetic Sciences.
Fee: R$10 for members, R$15 for nonmember guests.
A brand new event, Cajun Food Fest
Night, is being organized by Ken
Stefano, events chair, Jenee Slocum and
Caren Addis. We will be announcing
the date soon.
A Thanksgiving dinner committee is
being formed and if you are interested
in joining it, please email: jeneeslocum@
yahoo.com. It is a cherished event that
is held at the JW Marriott hotel under
the stars, Thursday, 26th November.
We always welcome new members to
join us and please remember all
nationalities are encouraged to be
part of our group. Our new telephone
number is 2125-9132 and email is:
contact@amsocrio.org

Happy Hour at the Rio Scenarium, Thursday, June 18 (L->R, new board member Morgan Jackson, Linda
Orozco, Danielle Aiello)

ST ANDREW SOCIETY

Board at Independence Day reception: (L->R, Inez Valois, Gerry Eigen, Kevin Perri, Henriette Sigres,
Peter Rabang, Morgan Jackson, Lindsay Duval (Pres.), Michael Royster, Caren Addis, Mark Bures
(Treas.), Audrey Holekamp (1st VP)

Homecoming Quaich Golf
Tournament 5th September at
Teresopolis
Flushed with the great success of the
2009 Homecoming SAS x MOGA
annual golf match, which we won,
albeit for the first time, our golfers
are dreaming of joining the ranks of
those illustrious St. Andrew Society
golfers over the past eighty-odd
years, whose names are engraved for
posterity on the magnificent Quaich
trophy. In order to achieve this great
honour among golfers, first they
have to win the Quaich and then
they have to fill it with whisky and
pass it around the company
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gathered together in the Teresopolis
Golf Clubhouse to kick off the
traditional Scottish ceilidh which
follows the golf “intae the wee sma'
hoors o' the mornin'.” In keeping
with the spirit of the Homecoming
Year, there will be a special toast to
the memory of Robert Burns
complete with haggis and piper,
followed by a night of entertainment, Scottish country dancing and
music for all ages. For details of how
to sign up for the golf, contact Suzan
Carter at standrewrio@standrewrio.com.br
The Homecoming Caledonian Ball,
3rd October
Any regular reader of the Umbrella
who doesn't know by now that this is
the 250th anniversary of the birth of
Robert Burns and the Homecoming
Year, hasn't been looking through
this column. Every event we've had
this year, including the Quaich golf
tournament which is coming up on
the 5th September, has been in
keeping with the spirit of the
Homecoming Year to celebrate the
250th anniversary of the birth of
Scotland's national bard. Those of
us fortunate enough to have been
able to travel to Scotland at this time
have found themselves in the middle
of a Scottish Diaspora which has
returned to the Homeland from all
over the globe to join in the
unforgettable historic festivities, not
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Scottish country dancing at Paissandu Club

just in Edinburgh on 25th and 26th
July, but all the year round all over
the country. Here in Rio we're doing
our bit by reaching out to all our
many friends in the area to come
and join us at the Homecoming
2009 Caledonian Ball in the Golden
Room at the Copacabana Palace
Hotel on 3rd October. There is no
other
social
event
in
this
cosmopolitan city that can surpass
the magnificence of the Caledonian
Ball on the one hand and its relaxed
and friendly atmosphere on the
other. No other party bursts into life
with the eightsome reel and never
allows the tempo to slack off for one
second until all join hands at the
end to sing the nostalgic “Auld Lang
Syne” written by our own Robert
Burns who was born on 25th January
1759.
Can you imagine that this will be the
twenty-third year that the Iain Mac
Phail Scottish Country Dance Band
will play for us at the Caledonian
Ball? With their musical talent and
the continued invaluable support from
the Copacabana Palace Hotel, York
Group, Core-IRM, TSC Offshore,
LBH Brasil and MOGA, we intend to
make this Homecoming Caledonian
Ball another one to be remembered
alongside the Ninety Years Ball, the
Millennium Ball and the Hundred
Years Ball. Tickets will go on sale very
soon. Send an e-mail to Suzan Carter
at standrewrio@standrewrio.com.br for
details. By the way, we’re already
planning the 25th anniversary of the
Iain MacPhail band annual tour!
Scottish Country Dancing
It’s time now to start brushing up
your steps for the Homecoming
2009 Caledonian Ball with Audrey and
Robin. It’s so much more enjoyable
if you can join in some of the

Scottish dances at the Ball. Scottish
Country Dancing developed as a way
to enjoy traditional dancing as a
social pastime, not to compete, but
just to enjoy yourself in the company
of like-minded friends. What better
place to practice than the Paissandú
Club? It's central and easy to find,
the food and drinks are inexpensive
and the company is first class. You
don´t have to worry about how you
dress, just be comfortable. Go along
on any Tuesday night from 7.30pm,
tell the man on the gate “Dança
escocesa” and in you go. You’ll be
able to buy your ticket for the
Caledonian Ball there at a special
discount price until 15th September.

THE ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION (RBL)
Casualties – Impact – Decisions –
Politics – How to Help
The last weeks have been
particularly tragic for British troops
and their families with the markedly
increased casualties in Afghanistan.
What we see on television brings
home the suffering of those caught
up in a war zone, but unless we have
experienced it ourselves it is hard to
imagine the huge impact wars have
on every man, woman and child
involved at the time. World War II is
often cited as a prime example, not
because of a desire to talk endlessly
of past world wars promoting the
glorious deeds of the time, but as a
lesson to all of what such conflicts
entail.
The pressures on our troops today
are different from past major
conflicts but just as wracking.
Instead of long periods away from
home and family there are tours of
duty.
Can most of us really
understand the pressure on
individuals and their families when
faced with a return from the
comfort of the UK to the conflict
zone for the second or third time?
We all know the armed forces are a
tool of government policy and
politics have an impact on the
regard in which the armed forces
are held. Believe in government
policy, as during the Falkland's War,
and the esteem of the armed forces
can be at an all-time high. Pursue
less than convincing evidence of
weapons of mass destruction and the
troops suffer discrimination as a
result
of
perceived
flawed
government policy. And they are
being asked to do more with less.

The Royal British Legion tries to
make sense of all these factors and
provide essential support to our
service personnel and their families
whenever and wherever it is needed,
whether arising from conflict,
medical conditions like Gulf War
Syndrome or trials concerned with
atomic bomb tests and chemical
warfare -- support that is not
provided elsewhere.
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Poppy field

Our servicemen and women are
always prepared to do the very best
they can and the demand on the
Royal British Legion's services is
unrelenting. So the question is really
one of ‘how to help’. One of the best
ways of showing support, apart from
letting the government know much
you appreciate the sacrifices our
troops are making, is to help the
Royal British Legion in its work.
With this in mind, remember that in
October/November the Rio Branch
will be holding its Annual Poppy
Appeal. Please give if you can.

support to our armed forces, help
the Royal British Legion, and you will
experience a very special occasion at
a most reasonable cost. The Events
Committee is putting together a
splendid evening of appreciation and
will be delighted to see you there.
Make it your choice for a special treat
this year. Naturally, on the following
Sunday a Service of Remembrance
will be held in Christ Church.
Thank you for reading this.

Also, mark Friday 6th November in
your diary and attend the Gala
Poppy Dinner and Dance at the
Copacabana Palace Hotel. Your
presence will demonstrate your

The InC Executive Board and
members are back from our July
Holiday Hiatus month and gearing up
for lots of activities for the remainder
of the year.

THE INTERNATIONAL
CLUB

This August, aside from our
monthly new members gatherings
and cafezinhos, we will have a
private guided tour of the Thyssen
Krupp CSA steel mill (Brazil's
biggest private investment to date -over Euros 5 billion!) in Santa Cruz
on 14th August. As we only had
limited spaces available for this
tour, it has been completely soldout for months! But don't worry,
Umbrella readers, we will give a short
report on the visit in next month's
edition.
On 22nd August, the InC has a picnic/
tour of the Jardim Botanico scheduled.
All our members; with kids or
without... are cordially invited to
attend.
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Stern at jdb@amcham.com.br or 93612009 to reserve yours now.
Don't forget, the updated edition of
the InC guide to goods and services in
Rio, Rio Riches, is hot off the presses.
Contact any member of the Executive
Board of the InC to buy your copy (a
bargain at R$50 each) or send an email
to; president@incrio.org.br to reserve
your copy. And, as always, check out
our website at www.incrio.org.br for the
latest updates and InC activities
scheduled that may not have made it
into this section by the print deadline.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION

Don’t miss the Jardim Botânico picnic

The featured speaker of our August
General Meeting is Yvonne Bezerra
de Mello, who is already a legend in
Rio due to her highly successful yet
controversial
charity/community
development project, Urere.

Yvonne Bezerra de Mello

As you may have read last month in
the InC section of "4 Corners" or in
the interview with our former
President, Jackie Stern, the InC
annual charity fundraiser for 2009,
" Let it Rock" will take place at the
Paissandu Club in Leblon on 18th
September. Tickets are R$100 each,
all-inclusive. Come join us and "rock
around the clock" for a good cause!
We appreciate all the positive
response of Umbrella readers to date.
There are still tickets available, for
further information contact Jackie
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JUMBLE SALE
We are pleased to inform you that
the Jumble Sale yielded a net profit
of around R$5.000, similar to last
year, which was a very good result.
The WDA ladies would like to thank
everyone for the wonderful support
received – it makes all the hard work
put into the event, really worthwhile.
As usual, this profit together with
the proceeds we make at the
Christmas Bazaar will be donated at
the end of the year to several
charities and to Christ Church.
As you know, we accept donations
for the Jumble Sale all the year
round. Right now after the Sale our
shelves are empty. So if and when
you come across anything that you
would like to send along to us -clothes, shoes, household items, toys
including jigsaw puzzles etc. then
please do so. Any ornaments etc.
received in good condition (almost
new), will be put aside for sale on
our White Elephant Stall at the
Christmas Bazaar. It would be
appreciated if you could check that
any electrical appliances you send
are in working order. Deliveries can
be made any day during the week to
Karen, secretary, Christ Church,
telephone 2226-7332 or to the BCS
secretary, Gaynor, telephone 25376695, between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2
pm. and 3.30 pm. when the school
finishes, cars are not allowed into
the grounds.
Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys
Have you checked your stocks of
these products lately? They are also
very nice to give to friends as a little
treat! They can be purchased any
day during the week within office

hours and especially on Tuesday
mornings when the WDA ladies are
present. Our prices are good and all
the ingredients are natural and
contain
no
preservatives.
A
substantial amount of the funds
donated to the different charities at
the end of each year, comes from the
sale of these products. Please let
your friends and neighbours know
they are available.
If you have any empty marmalade/
pickle/chutney jars at home with
the metal tops that we could re-use,
could you please return them to us.
The Nescafe 100g bottle is also
suitable for use. Thank you. Once
again, sincere thanks for your kind
support, from all of us at the WDA.

AMERICAN SCHOOL
Alumni Johnny and Peter Gray, sons
of Andy and Jenny Gray, now all
residing in England, and grandsons
of Bill and Gill Gray and Mike and
Mary Crawshaw of Rio, have just
completed their first years at school
in England. Johnny is at York University, reading History and Economics.
Peter is doing the IB at the
International School in Cobham.
They are having a great time, and we
hope they will share some of their
experiences in a future issue of The
Umbrella. Other alumni are also
invited to share their recent news.

OUR LADY OF MERCY
SCHOOL
The new academic year at OLM
begins on 3rd August 2009. Because
of the increased interest in
preschool education at OLM we
have an increase in students and the
need to open one more class. We
have a new pre-nursery classroom
for this year.
We are expanding our technology
program this year. We now have the
high school students with internet
and laptops in their classrooms and
all other students are using the tech
labs we already have.
Our new Physical Education
program was presented to parents at
the end of the last semester and now
we have the 10th through 12th
grade participating in a wellness
program with A!Bodytech. We hope
to have a wonderful and exciting
academic year.

CHRIST CHURCH
THROUGH ALL THE CHANGING SCENES OF
LIFE
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
On Sunday 5th July Christ Church
choir sung this glorious hymn to close
the Morning service;

took her Final exams in an Air Raid shelter and would talk of the skies of London
lit up at night [by searchlights and burning buildings – Ed.] during the Blitz.

“Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ”

It was around this time, and perhaps
because of it, searching for hope and
reason in life, that my Mother became a
Christian and started on a journey of
faith. She was a powerful pray-er,
Christian teacher and preacher and
inspired countless people by her
unshakeable trust in God. She and my
late Father, who died last October,
prayed twice daily for their children
and grandchildren by name.

They sung it beautifully and they sung
it at my request, in memory of my
beloved mother Jean who had died suddenly four days earlier. I found the
words truly inspirational.
My Mother was 82 and grew up in
wartime London. One morning she was
travelling on a bus when a B52, a flying
bomb, landed on the building the bus
was passing. The glass of the bus shattered, she was shaken but survived. She

Despite the great sadness and emptiness I feel at her passing, I can say with
total confidence that now she is at
peace, now at rest in heaven. For her
funeral she requested bright colours to

April '09 Meeting the locals in Penha

be worn, joyful hymns and the Easter
message to be proclaimed. It was a
mighty celebration, but only a taste of
the party Heaven hosted on the night
of Wednesday 1st July, the night she
died.
The Alpha Course advertised below
includes discussions and answers to
the great questions including “What
happens when we die?” My Mother
was so excited we were planning to
run the Alpha Course and was already
praying for it. Please speak to Sue or
me if you’d like to come and join us.
We’d love to see you.
Yours ever,
Rev. David

Wh at is th e poin t of life? Wh at h appen s w h en w e die?
Wh at r elevan ce does Jesus h ave for our lives today?
How do w e deal w ith guilt?
If you w ould like to ex plor e an y of th ese question s,
th en Alph a is for you.

Starting in August
At various locations across Rio, in English.
Wednesday evening – in Lagoa or Thursday evening – in Recreio or
Sunday after the main service – Christ Church Vicarage
We will use DVDs from the UK and have time for thoughts, questions and
discussion, and share food together. Cost: the ten sessions are free
All welcome. Please contact Rev. David Weller, Christ Church, Botafogo, for
further information and to register, riochaplain@gmail.com, tel. 2539 9488.
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GOOD LISTENING
WWW.GOODLISTENING.COM.BR

VIVALDI: THE FOUR SEASONS
MARTIN HESTER
Antonio Vivaldi: The Four Seasons
Academy of Ancient Music: Christopher
Hogwood. Available for mp3 download
from amazon.com.

Would you like some joyful, melodious
and absolutely no-stress music to play in
the mornings while you start your day? An
antidote to endless Michael Jackson clips?
Try any CD of music by Antonio Vivaldi,
Italian composer of the Baroque period
and violin virtuoso, who wrote some of
the happiest and picturesque music ever!
The composer
Antonio Lucio Vivaldi was born in Venice
in 1678, and died in Vienna in 1741,
which makes him a contemporary of J.S.
Bach (1685 – 1750) and Handel (16851759). Son of a professional violinist, he
was ordained in 1703, but was soon permitted to devote himself to music, being
exempted from celebrating masses. From
1703 until about 1740, he directed music
at the Pio Ospedale della Pietà in Venice.
This institution took in orphans and
abandoned children, teaching the boys a
trade and the girls principally music.
Through the quality of the teaching,
many of the girls became very fine instrumentalists – and Vivaldi turned out about
two concerti per month for public performances. Some 500 are known today,
and more are thought lost. Usually these
concertos have one or more solo instruments – violin, flute, oboe, bassoon, bandolin -- in imaginative combinations,
while the orchestral parts are quite
uncomplicated.
Apart from this Vivaldi wrote and produced 46 operas, as well as sonatas and
Church music – his “Gloria” is now widely
known.
Vivaldi travelled and performed throughout Europe – his music was particularly
popular in France, while Bach in Germany
studied his work, transcribing several
compositions for the keyboard. Emperor
Charles VI in Vienna admired Vivaldi’s
work, and invited him to work there.
In his later life, the popularity of his music
declined in Italy, and he decided to leave
Venice and seek the patronage of Charles
VI in Vienna. But unhappily, shortly after
his arrival there, his prospective patron
died and he was left stranded and in
poverty. In 1741 he died after an illness.
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The rediscovery of his music
Quite a lot of Vivaldi’s orchestral music
was published in his lifetime, mostly by a
printer in Amsterdam. However, after his
death his music was largely forgotten,
and the few copies which survived were
in libraries and known only to musicologists. In the autumn of 1926 a boarding
school in Piedmont run by Salesian
Fathers discovered in their arquives a
large collection of old volumes which
they thought of selling off to antique
dealers to raise funds. They asked the
National Library in Turin to value the
material, and they in turn asked Dr.
Gentili at Turin University for help. He
asked for a list and suggested the material be sent for examination, later receiving several heavy crates. Imagine his feelings when he opened the crates, and
found volume upon volume of Vivaldi
autographs! Then began a long and delicate mission to try and secure this material intact for the Turin Library... a donor
was found who gave a large sum to the
University in memory of his deceased
infant boy, and 97 volumes of rare music
-- printed, manuscript, or autographs -from the 16 th, 17th and 18th centuries
was secured for Turin Library.
When this was examined closely by Dr.
Gentili, however, he discovered that much
material was incomplete, and appeared to
be a part of a larger collection which had
been broken up. The original owner was
traced – a Genoese Count Durazzo who
lived from 1717 to 1794! Eventually Dr.
Gentili found there was just one other
owner, who was with great difficulty persuaded to sell his collection – again with
the help of a donor in memory of his
deceased infant son. Thus by 1930 a further 319 items of Vivaldi’s music were
added to the Turin Library and to the
world’s knowledge.
In 1939 a week of Vivaldi’s music performed in Siena marked the start of the
renaissance of his music, which was cut
short by WWII. But after the war, Ricordi
started publishing his music, and it immediately started to become popular
through recordings (and a whole season
of his music at the Festival of Britain in
1951). The light-hearted simplicity of this
music must have come as a welcome
relief after the deprivations of war and the
agonised complexity of the then contemporary “classical” music.

This CD
The Four Seasons is the name given to
four Concertos for Violin and Orchestra,
each one with three movements – fast,
slow, then fast again. When these were
published in 1725, Vivaldi wrote a little
poem for each one, describing the scene
which can be heard in the music. Thus
Spring begins with the sound of brooks
and birds singing, which is interrupted by
a short storm. In the middle movement, a
shepherd is sleeping peacefully, and in
the final one, nymphs and shepherds
dance to the sound of pipes. Summer
starts with an impression of too-hot-tomove stillness, with thunder rumbling in
the background; while a sort of threatened calm returns in the second movement. The storm finally breaks in the third
movement “shaking the skies and flattening the corn” in Vivaldi’s words. Autumn
starts with a harvest party with dancing,
gaiety, and apparently lots of wine (suggested by progressively wilder cascades
of notes from the solo violin) until everyone falls asleep, and they stay in blissful
repose through the second movement. In
the last, a hunter sets out to a jaunty
tune. Winter gives a good impression of
cold, with icy blasts of a freezing wind
(from the solo violin). In the middle, the
music takes refuge by a warm fireside,
and the last part suggests the evolutions
and tumbles of an ice skater –- though
the movement finishes with much energy.
Mostly, this music has a theme carried by
the solo instrument or the violins, with simple accompaniment from the orchestra. The
melodic figures are interesting, very varied,
no theme is belaboured, and there is often
a strong rhythmic impulse which carries it
along. With the help of a little imagination,
the music becomes very interesting.
Among very many recordings of the Four
Seasons, this one is notable for its
restraint. The Academy of Ancient Music
was one of the first groups to use period
instruments (originals or replicas) from
the time when the music was composed.
What is perhaps lost in sonority is gained
in authenticity. The playing here is impeccable, and leaves one with the feeling –
so that’s what Vivaldi meant!
So........Good Listening!

LUNCH IN NITERÓI – ON
THE “OTHER SIDE OF THE
POND.” (*)
Eduardo A. A. Domingues
We look at it. We admire it, but we
seldom GO there. I’m speaking of our
“Twin City,” Niterói, just across the
Guanabara Bay. Which is exactly why
we three: Henry Adler, John Jagger &
myself, went there to have lunch on
Friday, 10th July.

Henry Adler amused at John Jagger pretending to
pay the bill at Tonel & Pinga

The name of the establishment comes
from the wine served, in cold mugs.
Never drank the wine there myself, but
the fish dishes…well that’s what the
“Caneco…” is all about. Henry talked us
into the “Bolinhos de bacalhau” - Codfish
rolls, of which I, thinking of their
normal size, asked for four. HUGE –
that is how to describe them – about
four times the size of your “normal”
codfish roll. Almost a meal by
themselves… Of course, Antarctica
Original helped wash the rolls down.
For the main course I saw the “Lula com
arroz de brocolis” - Squid in broccoli rice
and Henry & John eyed the “Pargo”
(Muttonfish) “Mario style”. We almost
made the huge mistake of ordering
both plates. I gave up on the “Lulas”
and went with the fish. The Muttonfish
dish came with TWO HUGE fish, oven
baked potatoes, onions, & tomatoes. As
my Father used to say: “…enough for
the Chinese Army…” Antarctica
Original helped wash the fish down. It
came out to be the perfect quantity –
no doggy bags were necessary.

Caneco Gelado do Mario front door

So this was the end result: 4 Bolinhos,”
one “Pastel,” one Pargo Fish Dish,
6x600 ml bottles of Antarctica Original
and 2 “Batidas de limão” = R$89,40
including the 10% tip, or only R$30,00
a head! OK, OK – 2 ferryboat fares @
R$2,50 each = grand total of R$35,00
each.
After all that wonderful food & drink
we had to walk it off. So Henry took us
to a shop, called “Tonel & Pinga” –
Barrel & Rot Gut – about 6 blocks away.
“Tonel & Pinga” is not just a store – it’s
more like a Cachaça Distributer, with
over 300 brands of the bottled marvels,
made all over Brazil. They even have a
special department with “Cachaças
Artesanais” – handcrafted cachaças. I
bought a bottle of “Chico Tobias,”
made in Conceição de Macabu, RJ –
not as good as the “Barril 39” (from the
BCSRIO Meeting), but very good for

Tonel & Pinga

caipirinhas… All told, a very productive
Friday afternoon. We reurned on the
5:00pm ferry, just in time to see a
beautiful sunset over the Rio Skyline.

Good Living

Besides going to the “Other side of the
Pond,” we were attracted by the fine
reputation of a fish restaurant in
Niterói, called: “Caneco Gelado do Mário.”

(*) Many “Cariocas” say just that, when
going to Niterói: “…vamos atravessar a
poça…”
Caneco Gelado do Mário
Rua Visconde de Uruguai 288-Lj. 5
Centro – Niterói - Tel: 21-2620-6787
<http://tinyurl.com/ns4de7>
Tonel & Pinga
Rua São João 194
Centro – Niterói
Tel: 21-2622-6463
<www.tonelepinga.com.br>
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The Darwin Awards 2009 Can anyone be so stupid?
<http://www.millionface.com/l/thedarwin-awards-2009-can-anyone-be-sostupid/>
Rob Polanski

Humour

Unbelievable but true. Can you imagine
the foolishness of people? Read and
be amazed.
The Darwin Awards are finally out. The
annual honor given to the persons who
did the gene pool the biggest service
by killing themselves in the most
extraordinarily stupid way. Last year’s
winner was the fellow who was killed by
a Coke machine which toppled over
on top of him as he was attempting to
tip a free soda out. The year’s winner
was a real rocket scientist… honest!
Read on, and remember that each and
every one of these is a true story. This
year, three Brazilians made the list…
The nominees were:
Semifinalist #1
A young Canadian man, searching
for a way of getting drunk cheaply,
because he had no money with which to
buy alcohol, mixed gasoline with milk.
Not surprisingly, this concoction
made him ill, and he vomited into the
fireplace in his house. This resulting
explosion and fire burned his house
down, killing both him and his sister.
[How could they possibly know this, when
he was dead and unable to tell? – Ed.]
Semifinalist #2

Three Brazilian men were flying in a
light aircraft at low altitude when
another plane approached. It appears
that they decided to moon the occupants of the other plane, but lost
control of their own aircraft and
crashed. They were all found dead in
the wreckage with their pants around
their ankles.
Semifinalist #3
A 22-year-old Reston, Virginia, USA
man was found dead after he tried to
use octopus straps to bungee jump off
a 70-foot railway bridge trestle. Fairfax County police said Eric Barcia, a
fast food worker, taped a bunch of
these straps together, wrapped an
end around one foot, anchored the
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other end to the trestle at Lake
Accotink Park, jumped and hit the
pavement. Warren Carmichael, a
police spokesman, said investigators
think Barcia was alone because his
car was found nearby. “The length of
the cord that he had assembled was
greater than the distance between the
trestle and the ground,” Carmichael
said. Police say the apparent cause of
death was “Major trauma…”
Semifinalist #4

A man in Alabama, USA died from
rattlesnake bites. It seems that he and a
friend were playing a game of catch,
using the rattlesnake as a ball. The
friend -- no doubt a future Darwin
Awards candidate -- was hospitalized.

together the
myster y. An
a m a t e u r
r o c k e t
scientist had
somehow got
hold of a
JATO unit (Jet
Assisted Take
Off, actually a
solid fuel
rocket) that is
used to give
heavy military
transport planes an extra ‘push’ for
taking off from short airfields. He had
driven his 1967 Chevy Impala out
into the desert and found a long,
straight stretch of road. He attached the
JATO unit to the car, jumped in, got up
some speed and fired off the JATO!

Now, the Winner of this year’s
Darwin Award (awarded, as always,
posthumously):

The facts, as best as could be determined, are that the operator of the
car hit the JATO ignition at a
distance of approximately 3.0 miles
from the crash site. This was established
by the scorched and melted asphalt at
that location. The JATO, if operating
properly, would have reached
maximum thrust within 5 seconds,
causing the Chevy to reach speeds well
in excess of 350 mph and continuing
at full power for an additional 20-25
seconds. The driver -- soon to be
pilot -- would have experi-enced Gforces usually only felt by dogfighting F-15 jocks under full afterburners, causing him to become
irrele-vant for the remainder of the
event. However, the automobile
remained on the straight highway for
about 2.5 miles (15-20 seconds) before
the driver applied and completely
melted the brakes, blowing the tires
and leaving thick rubber marks on
the road surface, then becoming
airborne for an additional 1.4 miles
and impacting the cliff face at a
height of 125 feet, leaving a blackened crater 3 feet deep in the rock.
Most of the driver’s remains were
not recoverable. However, small
fragments of bone, teeth and hair
were extracted from the crater, and
fingernail and bone shards were
removed from a piece of debris
believed to be a portion of the
steering wheel.

The Arizona Highway Patrol, USA came
upon a pile of smoldering metal
embedded in the side of a cliff rising
above the road at the apex of a curve.
The wreckage resembled the site of an
airplane crash, but it was a car. The
type of car was unidentifiable at the
scene. Police investigators finally pieced

Epilogue: It has been calculated that
this moron attained a ground speed
of approximately 420 mph, though
much of his voyage was not actually
on the ground. You couldn’t make
this stuff up, could you? People just
like this are all around us, breeding…
and voting! Scary thought, isn’t it?

Semifinalist #5
Employees in a medium-sized warehouse in west Texas, USA noticed the
smell of a gas leak. Sensibly, management evacuated the building, extinguishing all potential sources of ignition;
lights, power, etc. After the building had
been evacuated, two technicians from
the gas company were dispatched.
Upon entering the building, they
found they had difficulty navigating
in the dark. To their frustration, none
of the lights worked. Witnesses later
described the sight of one of the
technicians reaching into his pocket
and retrieving an object that resembled a cigarette lighter. Upon operation
of the lighter-like object, the gas in
the warehouse exploded, sending pieces
of it up to three miles away. Not a trace
was found of the technicians, but the
lighter was virtually untouched by the
explosion. The technician suspected
of causing the blast had never been
thought of as particularly “bright” by
his peers.

Bubble Trouble
Quentin Lewis

The hot money carry trade became the
trade of the decade. Investors looked
to borrow cheaply in Japanese yen and
buy high yields in the dollar-linked
Thai baht or the relatively stable
Korean won.
After 4 or 5 years of excess liquidity
some important investors began
questioning the sustainability of using
capital flows (and so called hot money)
to finance consumer driven trade
deficits. Doubts were raised whether
some countries (e.g. Thailand, South
Korea and Indonesia) had enough
foreign reserves to cover hot money
redemptions. As Thailand began to
suffer increased outflows of capital, the
authorities were forced float the baht.
Breaking the dollar link caused the
baht to collapse. Investors who were
still positioned in their "carry trades"
rushed to cover their cheap yen loans
with rapidly dwindling supplies of
depreciating Thai bahts. Because many
trades had used 200-300% leverage on
these carry-trades, the rapid baht
collapse wiped them out.
In Brazil we probably don’t have to
worry too much about the rapid
reversal of capital flows yet, something
unlikely to happen until after 3-4 years
of an over-valued real. As we enter a
prolonged period of low US rates, it is
likely that more US-based investors will
take ever greater currency risks in
order to capture the desired higher
yield.
Markets are global and should be quick
to allocate capital around the world to
capture rate differentials and valuation
discrepancies. It is therefore perhaps
odd to conclude that hot-money flows
from Japan were limited to the Pacific
Rim and were the primary cause of the
acceleration of the Asian-tiger
phenomenon in the early 1990’s.

Unfortunately, things are never
straightforward and clear cut when
looking at the global economy. Perhaps
global investment banks were keen to
offer Japanese investors Asia-familiar
products such as Pacific-Rim funds.
One area in an investment bank might
have had a wonderful time raising
capital cheaply in yen. Perhaps past
close correlations between Asian
currencies led the investment banks to
keep the proceeds invested in highyielding but geographically similar
areas, to avoid possible losses
generated
by
currency
move
discrepancies.
Cheap funds raised in the US in the
coming deflation will probably not be
as geographically focused as occurred
during the Japanese lost decade. There
are a number of reasons for this (two
obvious ones which stand out are that
the US has a longer and more
developed practice of foreign
investing, and that there are few
similarities in currency correlations
within the Americas). Nevertheless,
Brazil is positioned to benefit from
ever larger capital flows from yieldhungry investors.

Money

Since the beginning of the economic
crisis,
market
specialists
and
economists have swayed between
outlooks of high inflation and deep
deflation. The inflation camp argued
that massive quantitative easing would
generate far higher inflation. The
deflation
camp
argued
that
government stimulus would not be
strong enough or quick enough to
compensate massive private sector deleveraging. Towards the middle of July
it seems that opinion is leaning more
towards an outlook of deflation. Martin
Wolf’s column in the Financial Times of
14th July argues that "If, as is likely, the
private sector remains prudent, the
public sector will remain profligate.
Moreover, so long as this period of
retrenchment lasts, the risk will not be
inflation, but rather deflation. The
lesson from Japan is that fiscal
profligacy and deflationary pressure
can last longer than anybody imagines.
The longer they last, the trickier and
more inflationary the exit may prove."
As more market commentators present
their worries about deflation, one
should probably take a second look at
what happened in Japan in the 1990`s
during their "great deflation". For this
article I am more interested the effect
which low interest rates and a
deflationary environment had on asset
prices in neighboring regions.
Extreme low interest rates in Japan in
the early 1990’s were adopted in an
attempt to reverse the deflationary
trend. This trend gripped the economy
after Japan’s real estate bubble
collapsed. These low interest rates
caused considerable currency flows to
the surrounding regions which in turn
caused capital bubbles to form. These
bubbles sustained trade deficits in the
so called Asian tiger economies. Stock
markets rapidly increased in value and
emerging economies showed amazing

rates of growth which seemed to be
sustainable.

The Bric nations (Brazil, Russia, India
and China) are likely candidates to
benefit from this phenomenon. They
offer better economic growth rates and
yield differentials. Nevertheless, excess
capital flows can, over the long term,
lead to overly appreciated currencies
and troubled trade accounts with
eventual economic turbulence. If a
long period of deflation and lower
rates does happen in the USA, perhaps
we can look forward to a real far
stronger than we have seen over the
last couple of months (1.70, 1.50,
1.30?). But watch out for the larger
trade deficits which a stronger real will
entail. As the economist Marc Faber
suggests: "look for the next bubble,
position in advance, get out before it
bursts".
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THE THING AROUND YOUR
NECK
by Chimamanda Adichie
Fiction

Books

As richly modulated as MacArthur
fellow Adichie’s hard-hitting novels
are, her short stories are equally well
tooled and potent. As her first
collection arcs between Nigeria and
the USA, Adichie (Half of a Yellow Sun)
takes measure of the divide between
men and women and different classes
and cultures. A meticulous
observer of tactile detail
and emotional nuance,
Adichie
moves
surefootedly from the personal
to the communal as she
illuminates with striking
immediacy the consequences of prejudice,
corruption, tyranny and
violence
in
war-torn
Nigeria
and
unaware
America. A teenage girl
tells the harrowing story of
her spoiled, frivolous brother’s
abrupt awakening to brutality and
compassion in jail. A Nigerian woman
living patiently in America with her
children and without her husband
finally breaks out of the chrysalis of
her compliance. Adichie’s graceful
and slicing stories of characters
struggling with fear, anger and sorrow
beautifully capture the immense
resonance of small things as the larger
world pitches into incoherence.
First published in the UK to rave reviews
in The Times, The Guardian, and The
Observer. Out in the US in mid-June
2009.
THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND
POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY
By Mary Ann Shaffer
Fiction – 304pp
Winding up her book tour promoting
her collection of lighthearted
wartime newspaper columns, Juliet
Ashton casts about for a more
serious project. Opportunity comes
in the form of a letter she receives
from Mr. Dawsey Adams, who
happens to possess a book that Julia
once owned. Adams is a member of
the Guernsey Literary and Potato
Peel Pie Society — no ordinary book
club. Rather, it was formed as a ruse
and became a way for people to get
together without raising the suspicions
of Guernsey’s Nazi occupiers. Written
in the form of letters (a lost art), this

novel by an aunt-andniece team has loads of
charm, especially as
long as Juliet is in
London corresponding
with
the
society
members.
Review
“I can’t remember the
last time I discovered a
novel as smart and
delightful as this one, a
world so vivid that I kept
forgetting this was a work of fiction
populated with characters so utterly
wonderful that I kept forgetting they
weren’t my actual friends and
neighbors. Treat yourself to this
book please — I can’t recommend it
highly enough.” — Elizabeth
Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love
The book is thought to be responsible for
a surge in book clubs in Brazil!
I’M OFF THEN: Losing and Finding
Myself on the Camino de Santiago
by Hape Kerkeling
Nonfiction - 352pp
Hape Kerkeling, a popular TV talkshow host and cabaret star in his
native Germany, cuts loose from the
comforts of Düsseldorf and sets off
on a hike across the Pyrenees to the
grave of St. James at the Cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela. Searching
for spiritual meaning, this selfdescribed “couch potato” follows a
1,000-year-old pilgrimage route that
lures 100,000 trekkers each year,
experiencing almost insufferable
heat and physical agony in the
process. “Tormented by recurrent
throbbing and stabbing pains in my
knee,” he confesses early on, “I am
forced to reduce my pace, particularly because I am shuffling along
in flip-flops instead of in proper
footwear.” Kerkeling’s account of his
travels (translated here by Shelley
Frisch) was a best seller in Germany,

possibly because it’s so easy to
identify with him.

THE EAST, THE WEST, AND SEX: A
History of Erotic Encounters
By Richard Bernstein
Nonfiction – 336pp
Richard Bernstein’s provocative and
intriguing book examines the notion
of the East as a sensual and sexual
paradise. He defines the East widely
— northern Africa, the Middle East,
Asia, the Pacific Islands—and frames
it as a place where sexual pleasure
was not commonly associated with
sin, as it was in the West, and where
a different sexual culture offered the
Western men, who came as conquerors
and traders, thrilling but morally
ambiguous opportunities that were
mostly unavailable at home. Bernstein
maps this erotic history through a
chronology of notable personalities.
Here are some of Europe’s greatest
literary personalities and explorers:
Marco Polo, writing on the harem
of Kublai Khan; Gustave Flaubert,
describing his dalliances with
Egyptian prostitutes (and the diseases
he picked up along the way); and
Richard Francis Burton, adventurer,
lothario, anthropologist — and
translator of The Arabian Nights.
Here also are those figures less wellknown but with stories no less
captivating or surprising: Europeans
whose “temporar y marriages” to
Japanese women might have
inspired Puccini’s Madama Butterfly;
rare visitors to the boudoirs of
Chinese emperors in the Forbidden
City; American G.I.s and journalists
in Vietnam discovering the sexual
emoluments of postcolonial power;
men attracted to the sex bazaars of
yesterday’s North Africa and the
Thailand of today. A deep exploration
of the intimate connection between
sex and power.

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office: 21 2537-6695
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PETS’ CORNER
TEN THOUSAND YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP
(continued from June 2009)

MARGRIT OYENS
Dogs, cats, fish, birds and horses can also
speed up the recovery of persons who are
sick in their bodies, psyche or soul. Both
physio- and psychotherapists consider that
activities such as touching animals and
feeling their movements assist victims of
muscle strain to improve their motor coordination and recover their capacity to
move. People with heart problems who
maintain their contact with a pet live longer
than those who don’t, and children who
have been hospitalized recover more quickly if they have the occasional visit from a
four-footed friend. Psychologists consider
that these visits bring with them a feeling
of usefulness, comfort and reassurance.
Veterinarians consider that the contact with
a pet releases in the human the famous
endorphin which works as an anaesthetic
or natural relaxant. The battle against the

feelings of loneliness and anxiety becomes
a little more bearable with a pet nearby.
Pets seem to have sworn loyalty and companionship to their humans in sickness and
health, in joy and sadness, in our times of
glory or misery – and for this they become
dear to us. However, just as their wild
cousins, they also awaken in us a deep
feeling of familiarity and fascination – that
which Edward O. Wilson, biologist at
Harvard University, used to call biophilia
(literally “love for life”). As the creator of
the theory known as sociobiology, Wilson
believed that human society has evolved
according to the same laws of selection
that govern Nature – in other words, human
behavior would be more the result of the
genes one was born with than what one
learns through our culture. Wilson stated

that human beings have a biological need
to maintain close bonds with the natural
world and, therefore, with the animals, our
partners in evolution. These partners are
so loyal to us, and to whom we are tied by
such close bonds that, even when we no
longer share their wild environment, we do
not allow them to be excluded from our
“civilized” life.
The first concrete indication of the affective
link between a human and an animal is
12,000 years old. We refer to the fossilized
remains of a woman embracing a puppy or
wolfling found in a region which today corresponds to Israel. But it is suspected that
humans have been living near other
species in a relationship of mutual collaboration long before beginning to tame
them. As long as 140,000 years ago, when
humans still depended on hunting and
gathering to feed themselves, bands of
wolves already followed nomads to feed
on carcasses left along the road. (To be
continued.)
Comments and/or suggestions to
<margrit.cats@terra.com.br>

The New BCS Yearbook
If you are a payed-up member please pick your copy at the BCS office:
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo. Tel: 21 2537-6695
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MINISTER’S TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
CANADA’S COMMITMENT TO
COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM

international community about how
important it is to ensure that we learn
from the Holocaust and work to
prevent future acts of genocide.”

Commonwealth

Ottawa, July 3, 2009 — Citizenship,
Immigration and Multiculturalism
Minister Jason Kenney returned to
Canada yesterday after a successful
visit to the United Kingdom and
continental Europe to promote
Canada’s strong commitment to
combating anti-Semitism, as well as
denounce the evils of communism.
The Minister visited Norway, the
United Kingdom, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and France. One of the
highlights of the trip was Canada’s
inauguration as a full member of the
Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research (ITF) in Oslo.
“Though the ITF was officially
launched in 2000, the Government of
Canada only began the process of
seeking membership in 2007. I was
proud to announce last week that
Canada has achieved full membership in the ITF,” said Minister Kenney.
“We are making a statement to the

While in London, Minister Kenney was
the keynote speaker at a luncheon
discussion hosted by Policy Exchange,
one of the United Kingdom’s leading
think-tanks. The luncheon brought
together British politicians, academics,
public policy analysts and business
leaders and focused on best practices in
combating radicalism and homegrown
terrorism.
Minister Jason Kenney

In Budapest, the Minister represented Prime Minister Stephen Harper
at the Official Commemoration of the
20th Anniversary of the Demolition
of the Iron Curtain. There he
highlighted Canada’s strong support
for efforts to denounce the evils of
communism and reiterated his
support for a Monument to the
Victims of Communism in Canada.
In Prague, Minister Kenney attended
the Holocaust Era Assets conference
and visited the Terezin memorial, the
site of a former concentration camp.

The Minister concluded his trip in
France, where he represented the federal government at a commemoration ceremony for the Dominion
of Newfoundland’s role in the Battle
of the Somme at the BeaumontHamel memorial. “On behalf of the
Minister of Veterans Affairs, I am
proud to honour the Dominion of
Newfoundland’s brave and significant
contribution to this battle,” said
Minister Kenney. “This memorial
illustrates Newfoundland’s historic
role in the First World War.” (Source:
http://www.canada.org.br)

DEADLINE for our September 2009 edition is MONDAY, AUGUST 24 (2nd-to-last Monday
of the month). Please send your articles – letters – ads as soon as possible. Thank you
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
Across: 7. Section of a circumference (3); 9. Description applicable to Evo and Lula (5,8); 10. Style of underpants (1-6); 12. Disorderly mess
(7); 13. Don't look in its mouth! (4,5); 14. chum of “'twixt” (5); 15. Has full authority (15); 20. Used to restrain horses (5); 22. Not as a rule
(9); 24. Used in pies (7); 25. Width (7); 28. What the taxman thinks it's worth (8,5); 29. Measure of wood or wool (3). Down: 1. Grayish
shade (4); 2. Seedy whirring noise (4); 3. Chinese port (8); 4. One who muses could also be entertaining (6); 5. Windpipes (8); 6. Release
from debt or duty (6); 7. Cursed and despised (8); 8. Money (8); 11. Adornment. Not especially used on 10 across (5); 15. Definitely not
kosher (4-4); 16. Envoy (8); 17. Take out more than you've got (8); 18. Weight distribution applicable to Mae West (3-5); 19. What roosters do (5); 21. Old type of Favela residence (6); 23. Metal. Provides a bluish hue (6); 26. Vale (4); 27. Back end of a foot (4).

Sudoku

Di sclaimer
The editors of
The Umbrella accept
no responsibility for
claims made either
in the advertisements
or the classifieds, and
the opinions expressed
in the articles published
are those of the writers,
and not of
The Umbrella.
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Who’s Afraid of Pandemic Flu?
Jack Woodall

the reality is that there is no way the
virus can survive proper cooking.
Now, new flu strains drive out old ones,
so when the pandemic H1N1 flu
replaces last year’s edition, we should
see fewer serious cases and deaths than
normal, not more. People, of course,
say to me “But doctor, can you
guarantee that the new H1N1 won’t
mutate to a more virulent type?”
Actually, I can guarantee that it will
mutate, because that’s what flu viruses
do – that’s why WHO changes the
composition of seasonal flu vaccine
every two or three years -- but it’s just as
likely to mutate to a less deadly type as
to a more deadly one.
Did you know that for the last two flu
seasons, the regular flu vaccine has

actually contained an Australian strain
of the H1N1 virus? The scientific
consensus seems to be that this vaccine
strain will not stop you getting the new
pandemic H1N1, but it ought to stop
you dying from it. It also seems likely
that many people born before the
Second World War caught the strain of
H1N1 circulating in those days, and
may have a degree of protection from
the new strain. But that doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t take precautions. Avoid
crowded places where people are
coughing and sneezing, cover your
mouth and nose if you or somebody
within 6 feet of you is doing so, wash
your hands frequently, and don’t be a
martyr -- stay home from work or
shopping if you have symptoms, to
avoid spreading your bug to others.

Health

Don’t be. Welcome it. It’s less deadly
than the usual flu! Really. The World
Health Organization (WHO) in July
issued an announcement that
countries should stop trying to lab
confirm every single case, because it
just gives a distorted idea of the
pandemic, suggesting it’s much worse
than it is. What get reported are the
deaths and hospitalized cases, and not
the tens of thousands of people who
have such mild symptoms they don’t
even go to bed. So the media reports
something like one in every 200 cases is
fatal, whereas actually it’s more like
one in every 200,000 or more – which
is less than last year’s flu. The UK
stopped counting cases in July.
First of all, let’s get the poor pigs off the
hook. Just because the original H1N1
was a pig virus doesn’t mean that this
one is. The scattered reports of the
new pandemic strain in swine in
Canada and Argentina have indicated
that they caught it from humans, not
the other way round. That’s why WHO
is trying to stop people using the name
“swine flu” for this one, and use the less
catchy name “pandemic H1N1 2009
flu” instead. Calling it swine flu is
ruining the market for pork, whereas

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E A D R I N K I N G P RO B L E M ?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro: SUNDAYS - Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real Grandeza, 99 - 6-7 pm. SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156/610 - 4-5 pm.
Any questions please e-mail bercind@yahoo.com or call Mr Bob N. 21 2543 5437 Serge - (21) 9974 8824 sergebdk@gmail.com
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The Umbrella is published monthly by the British and
Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro. Print run:
900 copies. Deadline: second to last Monday/month
Editor: Jack Woodall jackwoodall13@gmail.com
Graphic Design & Desktop Publishing:
Marcia Fialho marcia@marciafialho.com.br
Films & Printing: Gráfica Falcão.
Society articles are the responsibility of each society.
The Umbrella is distributed free to all members of the
Rio de Janeiro BCS, American Society, The St. Andrew
Society and The Royal British Legion.
Classified ads: Gaynor Smith at the BCS office: Tel: (21)
2537-6695, Fax: (21) 2538-0564. E-mail:
bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
Commercial non-classified ads:
please inquire about technical procedures with
Marcia Fialho. marcia@marciafialho.com.br
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Classified ads
SERVICES
EnglisH spEAking psycHotHErApist FOR ADULTS AND TEENAGERS.
SPECIALISING IN GESTALT THERAPY, ART-THERAPY AND REBIRTHING PROCESS
CONTACT BERNARDO MENDES PIMENTEL: 21 8755-9031. OFFICES IN BOTAFOGO
AND HUMAITá

The British & Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro - Rua Real
Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030. Secretary: Gaynor Smith.
Office hours: Mon to Fri from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm - Tel: 25376695 - Fax: 2538-0564 - bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br - www.bcsrio.org.br
The American Society of Rio de Janeiro - Membership: membership@americansociety.org.br
President: president@americansociety.org.br www.americansociety.org.br International Club of Rio de Janeiro - General
Inquiries: inquiries@incrio.org.br - President:
president@incrio.org.br www.incrio.org.br The British School BOTAFOGO: Rua Real Grandeza 87, 22281-030. Tel: 2539-2717,
Fax: 2266-5040 URCA: Av. Pasteur 429, 22290-240, Tel: 25435519, Fax: 2543-4719. BARRA: Rua Mário Autuori 100, 22793-270,
Tel: 3329-2854 - http://www.britishschool.g12.br
Emails: edu@britishschool.g12.br and admissions@britishschool.g12.br
The American School - Estrada da Gávea 132, Gávea,
Tel: 2512-9830 - www.earj.com.br - admission@earj.com.br Our
Lady of Mercy School - Catholic American School in Botafogo Rua Visconde de Caravelas 48, Botafogo - Tel: 2266-8282 / 22668250 / 2266-8258 - www.olmrio.org
The St Andrew Society - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281030 - President: Jimmy Frew - Tel: 2586-3413
jhf@scotbras.com.br - www.standrewrio.com.br Christ Church - Rua
Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 - Tel: 2226-7332
chchurch@terra.com.br - http://christchurch.no-ip.org The Royal British
Legion - www.britishlegion.org.uk - www.bcsrio.org.br/activities/rbl.asp
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04 InC New Members Gathering 10:00am
04 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
11 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
14 InC Site visit, ThyssenKrupp steel mill
18 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
20 InC Cafezinho, Lagoa, 10:00am
22 InC Guided tour of Jardim Botanico
25 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
28 InC General Meeting 10:30am
SEPTEMBER
01 InC New Members Gathering 10am
01 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
03 BCS Talk: British Community in RJ[1] 6:30pm
08 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
15 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
17 BCS Talk: British Community in RJ[2] 6:30pm
17 InC Cafezinho - Leblon 10am
18 INC Big Party ‘Let it Rock’
22 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
25 InC General Meeting 10:30am
29 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
OCTOBER
03 InC Happy Hour Rio Scenarium 7pm
03 SAS Caledonian Ball 8pm
06 InC New Members Gathering 10am
15 InC Cafezinho 10am
21 InC Jewelery designer Maria Oiticica visit 9:30am
30 InC General Meeting 10:30am
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