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From the Chaplain

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

10 Commandments

Music, Music, Music

Rev. Ben Phillips

MICHAEL ROYSTER
The English-speaking community is about
to be treated to a series of fantastic musical
events in the coming months. First off
the bat is RICE, the Rio International
Cello Encounter, now in Edition XX
(20), playing in cultural locations around
Rio from August 14th to 24th then off to
Fortaleza. Dr. David Chew, the only cellist
in Brazil garlanded by an OBE, founded
this annual event in 1995. Ever since he
has been organizing and (with the help
of his children) expanding it ever since.
As you might expect, we’ve got a feature
article on that in this issue, giving some of
the history, mostly in David’s own words.
Rio Cello, Cello Dance, Cello Paint and
Cello Parade, all part of RICE the XXth—
don’t miss it!
But that’s nowhere near all, musically
speaking. August will mark the debut of
The Beatles Choir, a newly formed group
dedicated to … erm … Oh, right! Now I
remember—singing Beatles songs! It starts
out August 16th at a Choir Encounter at
the German school, continues as part of the
BCS Beatles Night on 6th September, and
continues into October with bookings in
new locations in Botafogo and Laranjeiras.
There is now an official logo and uniform
which, you’ll appreciate when you attend
one of their performances, led by founder
and Beatlemaniac Martin Hester. They’re
all listed in the Calendar and we’ll be giving
more coverage in future issues.

August also brings us two shining bits of
proof that classical choral music is thriving
as never was. First up, our very own SCM
Choir, led by Maestro Ruy Wanderley
and featuring dozens of talented amateur
singers in its traditional Winter Concert
on Monday, August 25th at Christ Church.
This winter the Choir features the music
of the Psalms, and although the psalmist
David isn’t playing the harp, you will still
say “Laudate Dominum!” after you attend
this event.
Only a few days after the SCM Winter
Concert, Christ Church Rio will host
yet another outstanding musical event,
a concert by the Caius College Choir on
Sunday, August 31st, starting shortly after
noon. This world-famous choir features
singers from one of Cambridge’s most
famous colleges, Gonville and Caius
(pronounced “keys”) who will have come
over from São Paulo just to perform here
(although we suspect they may sneak a
peak at Rio’s beaches).
What else? Our usual suspects Henry,
Ewa, Nan and Peter discourse on
diversities, and we have no fewer than 3
(three) letters to the Editor. One of them
provoked the Editor into inquiries at
the UK and US Consulate about getting
passports renewed while living in Rio,
and in 4 Corners you can read all about
how it’s now a lot easier than it used to be.
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We thank both the FCO and the ACS for
their contributions.
Finally, if you’re looking for happiness, turn
to the page entitled “School Daze” (yes,
we know that’s not very original, but so
what). Nobody but nobody is happier than
a teenager who’s just graduated from high
school, as all of us can see from the pictures
taken of all of them. They’ll now go off to
university somewhere exotic (Rio counts
as exotic) and come home occasionally to
tell their parents how happy they’ll be when
they graduate from college.
PS The Quondam knows that this issue is
late coming out. It’s the first time in 20 years
of The Umbrella, and it’s unfortunate. We
have no really good excuse, we apologize
and promise it won’t happen again.
Fortunately, as you read the issue, you’ll
note that there are no community events
until the middle of the month so you won’t
have missed anything early August.
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The World Cup is over - I know for many
of us our greatest emotional response to
this is relief. For some, we might feel some
disappointment with the performance
of our national side. You might have
noticed that the English team didn’t
perform particularly well but at least we
have the consolation of knowing that the
world is playing our game to our rules!
I might have looked at the games with
peculiar eyes, but one thing I was pleased
to notice was a spirit of good will and fair
play amongst the players. Yes, I saw some
dodgy tackles, a needless shove and a very
odd man behaving like a two year old and
biting another player but mostly I saw
players apologising for mistakes, helping
each other up and offering comfort in
defeat. It is only a game but playing it well
reflects on how we live our lives.
Over the last few months the
Christ Church Bible Study Group
has been looking through the Ten
Commandments. You may agree with
Ed Cole that “The Ten Commandments
have never been replaced as the moral
basis upon which society rests” or you
may disagree with every one of them.
You might agree with the gentleman who
suggested that the Ten Commandments
would be better if they could be taken like
a school test: “Try any four of these ten
commandments.” However, as we have
been studying the commandments I have
been looking at them in several new lights.
It is usual to divide the commandments
into two groups, 4 corresponding to
Jesus’ command to Love God and 6 to his
command to Love your neighbour. I have
been looking at them in the light of one
of Jesus’ other great commands; do as you
will be done by.
If you think about the 10 Commandments
in this light it can speak to you of their
truth and worth.

The “do as you would be done by” 10
Commandments
1+2) If I were God would I want people to
invent other gods or make statues to pray
to? 3) If I were God would I want people
to misuse my name, to use it as a swear
word or to pretend I have said things I
haven’t? 4) Do I like having a day off each
week and if I do, should I rest and not let
those who work for me rest? 5) When
my children grow up do I want them to
like me - and might the way I treat my
own parents have any bearing on this? 6)
Would I like to be murdered?!!! 7) Would
I like someone else to sleep with my wife/
husband, or for my spouse to run off with
someone else? 8) Would I like it if people

took my property away from me? 9) Do I
like it when people tell lies about me? 10)
Do I like it when people dislike me or try
to manipulate me because I own things
that they want?
Do as you would be done by is an
excellent starting point in making moral
decisions, both in life and in football.
The Ten Commandments still make
excellent sense many 1,000s of years after
they were given. If you don’t know much
about them I encourage you to look them
up online or in a bible in Exodus Chapter
20, and please pay absolutely no attention
to the rather silly 10 Commandments of
Roy Hodgson in the picture above...
God bless.
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BRITISH AND
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY (BCS)
Instant Party at the Cloisters
& Jubilee Hall Held on 27th
June!
Small NGO; no money; no staff; too
much to do; annual, landmark creative
workshop looming; international
volunteer music coaches on standby;
World Cup competing for attention;
School’s on vacation, parents and
fundraisers too; only one week to go.
Cancel it!?
But, think about the adolescents from
favelas around Rio, hungry to learn,
faces shining with expectation for
the workshop. Wainer Guimaraes of
Art & Social Transformation (AST),
a British School, BCS and AMSOC
social enterprise partner, took a deep
breath, called Anna Whyte who, with
a little help from her friends, went the
extra mile to put on an instant BCS
fundraising event to try to rescue CAT
2014, AST’s annual, creative art, music
and dance workshop.
Hollywood celebrity chef Cheryl Jones
just happens to be the wife of Ralph,
one of the visiting volunteer music

Music, Maestro!

Best Dinner Ever

coaches. So, she was “volunteered”
into making the fundraising event into
a dinner. In just one week, Anna had
conjured up a tremendous supporting
cast and put on a magic night for those
BCS members and friends who had not
escaped the city for the duration of the
World Cup.
Well-known Rio chefs David Mansaud,
Ana Cristina Rubino and Guillerme
Secchin plus a team of Estacio de
Sá sous chefs leapt at the chance of
volunteering to face the vagaries of the
BCS ovens so they could meet and work
with Cheryl. The BCS kitchen tables
creaked under the weight of the huge
variety of fresh, colourful ingredients
as the 10 impeccably dressed chefs
busily worked away through the day to
make the dinner live up to its billing.
And it did! “Best dinner I have ever
had at the Jubilee Hall, and I’ve been
coming here for 50 years!” enthused
Bill Beith.
Over cocktails and appetisers, the starlit
Cloisters had an air of Gothic meets
Marrakech, with diners browsing seven
well-stocked stalls of a Pop Up Bazaar
showcasing beautiful jewelry, African
CAT Performers

BCS Communications

Chef Cheryl Jones

for us after dinner before DJ Seleem
sent us off home.
Bill Ballantyne and Ralph Jones

Anna Whyte and Her Chefs

art, casual clothes and souvenirs. The
Open Bar, by Cachaça Leblon with a
barman doing Tom Cruise cocktailshaker moves, plied Prosecco, wine,
beer and caipirinhas of all varieties.
All to this the cool jazz background
music provided by DJ Seleem, another
volunteer.
Before the sit-down dinner, the friendly
2014 CAT youngsters enchanted diners
with a preview of their remarkable
musical and dance skills in the candlelit
hall, decorated with tropical flowers
and World Cup themes. We had a
spectacular raffle, lots of winners, with
the top prize being a weekend for two
at the ultra-modern Grand Hyatt São
Paulo. And then Ralph Jones with his
sax and the CAT musicians jammed
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guitar), Ralph Jones (sax) and Thiago
Vittorio (piano, a CAT alumnus and
a scholarship winner at Berkelee) put
on a show for their own entertainment
at the Jubilee Hall. The SCM choir
was there in the role of rent-a-crowd
during its tea break. Those present
were treated to a delightful potpourri
of original CAT music and dance,
English folk songs and fresh readings
of John Coltrane and standards such as
“My Favourite Things”. And, the SCM
choristers made a further contribution
of R$885 towards covering the out-ofpocket expenses of the Workshop.

The night had been so full that we did
not get around to the one of the star
turns, the silent auction of a stunning
collection of opals and diamonds. But
we shall get around to that another
time. The target for the fund raisers
was R$20,000 of which we managed
to make a net R$6,000 on the night
from our impromptu event. Anyone
wishing to help out with donations to
this worthy cause can contact Mônica
at the BCS office. Check out the photos
on the BCS Facebook page.

Sequel 6TH July

After a hard fortnight’s work at two
British School sites, crammed into six
days with extended hours, under the
attentive eyes, ears and direction of
the volunteer music coaches, including
our own Jo Phillips, the members of
the 2014 CAT ensemble put on a show
of their original music, dancing and
acting at the British School, Urca on 6th
July to thank their families, friends and
supporters for their encouragement.
The BCS, the British School and
AmSoc sent along reps to this event;
those who missed it can get a taste by
clicking on the YouTube link CATRio
2014 Pra Você Dançar

Post Sequel

The following evening, some of the 2014
CAT team plus Jo Phillips (voice and

The website had a problem during July,
giving a security certificate warning
when accessed, but that has been
resolved. The 2014 Yearbook reached
the homes of UK members in late July.
In spite of a drop in the number of
advertisers this year, we managed to
recover the costs of its production and
distribution.

British Passport
Extensions
Her Majesty’s Passport Office (HMPO)
has announced additional measures to
help British Nationals overseas who
need a new or replacement passport.
This is in response to the delays
that overseas customers have been
experiencing in renewing their
passports. Demand for passport
renewals has been far higher so far
in 2014 than comparable periods in
previous years. This has meant that
HMPO were in many cases not able
to meet their advertised processing
times. HMPO and the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office are conscious
of the significant inconvenience
this has caused many within British
communities overseas. As a temporary
solution, any British National whose
passport expired within the last six
months, or is due to expire in the next
three months, may now receive a free
twelve-month extension stamp at the
Embassy in Brasilia or the Consulates
General in Sao Paulo, Rio or Recife.

Travel Document.
The Brazilian Government has agreed
to recognise the extension stamps. For
other countries, you should check the
list on the gov.uk website (link below).
If travelling to or via the USA, you will
need a visa if planning to travel on the
extended passport; the ESTA will not
be valid.
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Emergency Travel Document
for your child
HMPO have also introduced new
measures to help parents or guardians
of children living overseas who
need to travel. You can apply for an
Emergency Travel Document for your
child, instead of applying for a first full
passport, or renewing a full passport.
Full details and eligibility criteria are
on the website. Please call the Embassy
or your nearest Consulate to make
an appointment for either of these
services.

Contacts
For full details of the new measures,
please visit:
<https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/additional-measures-in-placeoverseas-to-help-british-nationals-whoneed-a-new-or-replacement-passport>.
If you have any queries, please call (21)
2555-9600 or email: brazil.consular@
fco.gov.uk

SOCIETY OF CHORAL
MUSIC (SCM)
Winter Concert: LAUDATE
DOMINUM – the music of
the Psalms.
Christ Church, Botafogo, on
August 25th, starting 8pm.
The best collection of sacred poems
of all times – the Book of Psalms –
was bequeathed to humanity by the

If you are travelling to a country which
requires a minimum validity of six
months on your passport, you may
also apply if your passport has less
than seven months remaining. If you
submitted your passport to HMPO
when requesting a renewal, you will
still need to apply for an Emergency
5
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Hebrew people. There are 150 psalms,
most of them written by King David.
Early Christians adored the Psalms,
including them in their first liturgies
and adding the Gloria Patri, the formula
for Trinitarian theology. During the
Middle Ages the singing of psalms
was a privilege of monastic choirs. The
reformers of the 16th century made the
Psalms available to the people, in the
form of hymns and songs. Throughout
the ages, in all places and languages,
this inexhaustible Jewish/Christian
songbook has been put to music with
great love and care by the world’s best
composers.
For the SCM concert choirmaster
Ruy Wanderley has chosen settings
of Psalms “through the ages”, ranging
from the Renaissance period up to the
recent past. The oldest is Sicut cervus
desiderat (Psalm 41) by Palestrina
(1525-94). This was a time when
polyphony was rather frowned on by
the Church, but he achieved what is
now regarded as a perfect example of
appropriate expression of the words,
clarity of the different parts (Soprano,
Alto, Tenor, Bass), and the equilibrium
between them.
From the late Baroque there are two
settings – by Handel, and by Benedetto
Marcello, who set Psalm 17 Give ear
unto me, O Lord….. Thou art the Savior
of them that trust in Thee. This has a
prayerful beauty that the choir loves
to sing! A little later in style, there is
Psalm 117 by that prolific composer
Anonymous, and Psalm 19 by CPE
Bach.
Then in the Classical period there
are settings by Mendelssohn, by the
Brazilian composer José Maurício
Nunes Garcia, Dvorak (two of them)
and Psalm 27: The Lord is my Light by
a little-known English lady Frances
Allitsen. This last is distinguished by
a very fine organ accompaniment.
(Apparently her maiden name was
Mary Bumpus – had she stuck with it,
she would surely be famous?)
Two Psalms by American composers
Noble Cain and Gordon Young
complete the SCM concert on Monday
25th August, which will be conducted
by Ruy Wanderley, with soloists, and
organ accompaniment by Ines Rufino.

Beatlemania 50 years on
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Fifty years ago in 1964, the Beatles were
already wildly popular in England, and
in February that year they appeared
on the Ed Sullivan show in the USA,

before an estimated audience of
73 million, which established their
reputation there as well. It’s great to
see today the aplomb with which they
responded to the American press,
often with good Merseyside humour,
and no self-consciousness at all. And
when the time came to sing, they were
absolutely professional and competent
in performance.
Apart from all the shows, that year
they somehow they managed to make
a film A Hard Day’s Night – which
showed them being hounded from
place to place by hysterical fans – and
in July launched an album with this
name. Later that year, they toured the
Far East, the US, and launched another
album: Beatles for Sale. The songs were
still predominantly about youthful
love and their personal experiences
(e.g. I should’ve known better, Eight
days a week), while John Lennon was
the most prolific writer and firmly the
leader.
50 years on, the Beatles’ music is
still tremendously popular, and new
material is still being unearthed,
produced and sold to an avid public.
There are those of us who remember
living the 60s and hearing them firsthand, and now children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren have all
discovered the appeal in the songs.
How many English courses use the
Beatles songs as a learning instrument?
How many different styles can they be
played in?
This year the BCS Beatles Night
will be in the Jubilee Hall (Rua
Real Grandeza 99) on Saturday 6th
September – doors open 7:30 pm. The
evening will be anchored by Neville
Thorley’s Midnight Hour Band, who
play excellent Beatles cover, the songs
sounding just like we remember them!
They will have guest singers Robin
Brown, Kevin Wick and others. There
will be a band from the British School,
and the Beatles Choir, conducted by
Martin Hester.
The Beatles Choir now includes many

singers who are not members of the
SCM, and is gradually building a
repertoire of 4-part arrangements of
Beatles songs, both from the earlier
years (Can’t buy me love, Eleanor
Rigby) and the later ones (I will,
Let it be). There is accompaniment
from the piano (Inês Rufino) and the
performance is nowadays classed
as acoustic – no amplification to
pound your eardrums! Taking into
account that the choir members are all
amateur musicians and mostly seniors
(otherwise known as vovozes) this is
something a bit different.
The Beatles Choir, which Martin
Hester founded some decades ago,
has expanded its horizons this year,
so it will be performing an expanded
repertoire at other events in the coming
months, all conveniently located in the
Zona Sul:

A crowded hall

We produce: Sweet and Bitter
Marmalade,
Galego
Lemon
Marmalade, Grapefruit Marmalade,
Apricot Jam and Lemon Curd,
Mango Chutney, Indian Chutney and
Pineapple Relish, Mustard Pickle,
Branston Pickle and Bread & Butter
Pickle.

• “Encontro de Corais” – Escola
Corcovado – Saturday 16th August
• “Noite dos Beatles em Coro” –
Sociedade Polonesa, Laranjeiras –
Friday 3rd October
• “Noite dos Beatles em Coro” –
Espaço Cultural Olho da Rua, Rua
Bambina 6 – Wednesday 22nd October
Of these events, the BCS Beatles Night
will have a modest entry charge, but
the others are for free. Members of the
audience are always welcome, so if you
want to “matar saudades” of Beatles
music, invite your friends and come
along!

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale
The Jumble Sale this year yielded a
net profit of R$4.500, which is slightly
better than last year. Many thanks to
you all for your support. Our prices
range from R$0,50 to R$5,00 and not
many items are priced above that so
the result was good. Whatever is left
over we donate to São Lucas, to two
other churches and to the Santa Rita
de Cassia Orphanage, so that nothing
is wasted. This profit, together with the
eventual proceeds from the Christmas
Bazaar, will be donated to different
charities and to Christ Church, at the
end of the year.
As you know, we accept donations for
the Jumble Sale all the year round. At
the moment, our cupboards are empty

Marmelades

again after the Sale. So, if and when
you come across anything that you
would like to send along to us - clothes,
shoes, household items, toys including
jigsaw puzzles etc. then please do so.
Any ornaments etc. received in good
condition (almost new), will be put
aside for sale on our White Elephant
Stall at the Christmas Bazaar. It would
be appreciated if you could check that
any electrical appliances you send
are in working order. Deliveries can
be made any day during the week
to Karen, secretary, Christ Church,
telephone 2226-7332 or to the BCS
secretary, Gaynor, telephone 25376695, between 8.30 am and 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm
and 3.30 pm when school finishes, cars
are not allowed into the grounds.

The winner of the Quaich will have
their name engraved for posterity on
the famous trophy, alongside every
other winner since 1928. It´s the oldest,
most prestigious golf trophy in Brazil
and there are prizes galore, for longest
drive, nearest pin, wooden spoon etc.
The winner traditionally serves the
gathering with Scotch whisky from the
Quaich on Saturday evening, where
families can enjoy the lively Scottish
ceilidh in the rustic surroundings of
the old club house. You don´t have to
fly half way round the world to breathe
in some pure highland fresh air and
hear the skirl of bagpipes echoing
round the mountains. You can get it
an hour and a half´s drive from Rio
at the Teresopolis Golf Club. Children
welcome.

Hello, hello, St. Andrew Society calling!

In partnership with the BCS, the
second annual “Caledonian Ceilidh”
will be held in the Jubilee Hall, British
School, Botafogo, on Saturday
September 27, starting at 7.00pm.
The Copacabana Palace Hotel provides
a buffet table of five star quality
sandwiches, sausage rolls, pies, canapés
and cakes. Cash bar. Dance music by
Scotland´s world famous accordionist,
Iain MacPhail. Highland bagpipes
and dancing displays, plus easy ceilidh
dancing for everybody to enjoy. Free
parking. Last year it was absolutely
packed out, so this year boletos priced
R$45.00 can be obtained from the BCS
office at bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br. Make
your booking early, because it will be
sold out.

It´s that time of year again. The Quaich
golf weekend at Teresopolis Golf
Club will tee off from 07.00hrs on
30 August. This year the golfers will
include BCS members in addition to
members of the Macae Oilmen´s Golf
Association (MOGA). Contact Suzan
Carter at suzancarter@globo.com
or Gaynor at the BCS office bcsrio@
bcsrio.org.br to register for the golf.

The St Andrew Society´s main gala
event is the Macaé Ceilidh, now in
its ninth year. In partnership with the
Macaé Oilmen´s Golf Association, the
Macaé Ceilidh is held in the Sheraton
Hotel Macaé. This year it will be
on October 4, priced at R$ 150.00
each. Cocktails, buffet and drinks
are included in the price. Music for
Scottish dancing is provided by Iain

If you have any empty marmalade/
pickles/chutney jars at home with the
metal tops that we could re-use, could
you please return them to us. The
Nescafe 100g bottle is also suitable for
use. Thank you.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
(SAS)
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Marmalades, Pickles and
Chutneys
Have you checked your stocks of these
products lately? They are also very nice
to give to friends as a little treat! They
can be purchased any day during the
week within office hours and especially
on Tuesday mornings when the WDA
ladies are present. As a substantial
amount of the funds donated to the
different charities at the end of each
year, comes from the sale of these
products, please let your friends and
neighbours know they are available.
7

4

corners

and more...

The St. Andrew Society is grateful for the
support of the British Commonwealth
Society, Copacabana Palace Hotel,
Price Waterhouse Cooper, the Macae
Oilmen´s Golf Association, IRM
Services and Iain MacPhail.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
RIO DE JANEIRO (AmSoc)
U.S. Passports 101
Getting a new U.S. passport at the
Rio de Janeiro Consulate is not a
mysterious process--it’s all online at
<http://brazil.usembassy.gov/appt-rio.
html> . The site’s information about
fees and requirements is too long to
repeat, but there are a few common
questions worth addressing here. Just
how difficult is it to renew a passport?
What about children’s passports?
How do I add pages? What about
emergencies?
Passport services, except adding pages,
are made by appointment from links
on the website. There is no charge for
making an appointment. For adults (16
years and over) renewing a passport is
usually easy as long you bring your old
passport, the fee (in reais, dollars or
credit card) and a photo. Still, review
the website to make sure you have
everything.
On your appointment day you will
come in, fill out the form if you
haven’t already, talk with one of the
vice consuls, and then stop by the post
office next door to arrange delivery.
Takes about 30 minutes in the waiting
room and 10 business days to get your
passport.
Children’s passports can be tricky.
Sadly, child abductions do happen, so
Mom, Dad and the child all need to
come in person and bring the child’s
birth certificate. There are exceptions
8

where one parent doesn’t need to come
in—visit the website for the lengthy
details. But each exception requires
strict documentation, for example the
original death certificate of one of the
parents, the notarized authorization
form when one parent is out of country,
etc. A large percent of people don’t get
this documentation right the first time
and need to come back, so carefully
follow the directions.
Also if the child’s physical appearance
has changed significantly since
the last passport, you may need to
provide transitional photos as proof
of identification. Bring the photos if
you’re in doubt.
If your passport pages are full of stamps
and visas and you need extra pages,
we’re all envious of your world travels.
Once again you need an appointment.
Note: The online appointment calendar
for passport renewals has a section for
adding pages, but if you try to use it
you’ll be frustrated as there are no
available appointments--it’s turned off.
So, send an email to ACSRio@state.gov
for an appointment.
Now the real scoop—you might be
able to avoid the need for extra pages.
If you don’t mind a thicker passport,
select the box that says ‘52 Page Book
(non-standard)’ instead of the 28-page
book on the passport application when
you apply for your next passport. Both
books are the same price, and not
much more than extra pages.
Oops, you lost your passport! Unless
it’s an emergency, you’ll need an
appointment to get a new passport.
You should also get a police report as
you might need it when exiting the
country—remember you won’t have
your entry stamp anymore. If you need
to travel immediately to the United
States, the Consular Section can
assist by issuing a limited, emergency
passport, usually on the same day. You
don’t need an appointment and you
don’t need to call ahead, just show up
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. and tell
the guards it’s an emergency for an

American citizen—and don’t wait in
the long line outside as that’s for visa
applicants.
We look forward to helping you with
your next passport!
William R Dowers, Consul
American Citizen Services Chief

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
(TBS)
Library Shakespeare Week
2014
This year the world is celebrating
the 450th anniversary of the birth
of William Shakespeare, England’s
greatest writer. The Urca Library staff
decided to commemorate this date with
a Shakespeare Week, which included
a number of activities involving both
staff and students.
The Library Shakespeare Week took
place in the first week of April and
generated great enthusiasm. The walls
of the Library were decorated with
famous quotation from the plays, and
with fantastic Shakespeare-related art
work produced under the auspices of
the Art Department. The Shakespeare
quizzes proved particularly popular
with students pitting their wits and
knowledge against their colleagues.
But perhaps the cherry on the cake was
dress-up day when the students (and
most of the teachers!) came dressed as
their favourite Shakespeare character,
or at least the most favourite character
they could create from the contents of
their wardrobe! Those who claimed
to be Shakespeare in modern dress
were considered not to be pulling their
weight!
The Library staff are inviting any new
ideas for 2064.
Ralph Jennings
Head of English and IB Coordinator

In One Week, How to Explore Rio de Janeiro AND see sixteen
World Cup games…
By Peter Janos Kurz
Four years ago, when my adult son
Stephen decided that it would be great
for us to visit Rio during the 2014 World
Cup, I smiled…”Of course…sure.” After
all, we both love soccer and have played
the game for decades—I for many more
than he, yet he continues to be the more
accomplished player.
Even so, how many games could we see
during a week in Rio? Especially if we
also wanted to explore during this same
week as many of Rio’s bairros, bars and
beaches as possible? We needed lodging
and, for the live games, much-in-demand
hard-to-get tickets….
We now know the answer: 16! Within
six days (and nights) we saw 16
matches, including two in person in
Rio’s magnificent and newly refurbished
Maracanã Stadium! And, yes, Maracanã
is now among the best and most beautiful
soccer stadia in the world.
Three separate tries through the FIFA
lottery (see previous issues of The
Umbrella!) failed to provide the tickets
we needed in Rio.
Eventually we
acquired tickets for two games, watching
Argentina defeat Bosnia-Herzegovina,
2-1, and Chile shut out Spain, 2-0. The
overwhelmingly large and boisterous
Argentine crowd painted Maracanã light
blue, while three days later an equally
large and enthusiastic crowd of Chileans
– amazed and elated at their team’s success
against the defending world champions –
changed the stadium’s primary color to
bright red. Also present at both games
were Brazilians in enormous blocs of
yellow, cheering for Chile and Bosnia
(most vocally against Argentina).
Perhaps one of our best decisions was to
skip taxis and the Metro’s Green Linha
2. We stayed on Orange Line 1 and
avoided the “obvious” São Cristóvão and
Maracanã stations until disembarking
at São Francisco Xavier. From there it
was always a pleasant and entertaining
walk; the return walks were equally safe
and fun, given a very low-key but visible
presence by various security forces,
usually in groups of five that – in our
experience – always included one young
woman.
Of the 16 games Stephen and I saw in
Rio, the following were particularly
memorable:
The opening game at and around the
always crowded and boisterous FIFA
Fan Fest on Copacabana Beach. On

June 12, hours before kickoff, more
than 10,000 colorful and cheering fans
from everywhere were entertained by at
least three Escolas de Samba. As the live
music was replaced by live transmission
from Arena de São Paulo, some sort of
a glitch – never explained but lasting
five minutes – silenced the now anxious
crowd. Transmission resumed minutes
before the start and that was our first of
16 game: Brazil 3, Croatia 1.
On June 17 we were among more than
five thousand Brazilians worried about
the outcome of Brasil vs. Mexico before
it ended in a scoreless tie. Two giant
screens had been set up and were visible
from everywhere on the grounds of Rio’s
almost 100-year-old horse racing track –
the Jockey Club Brasileiro. Before and
after the game several Brazilian bands
entertained us with the superb sounds.
Perhaps we found the most pleasant
surroundings on Guanabara Bay’s tiny
Ilha de Paquetá. A 70-minute ferry
ride, accompanied by “botos”, took us
to this picturesque islet where cars are
not allowed and an outdoor restaurant
had several high-quality TV sets tuned
to the games. Surrounded by small and
lovely beaches and centuries-old trees,
we saw Colombia defeat Greece, 3-0,
while enjoying carioca food and several
caipirinhas.
For the Switzerland vs. Ecuador game
(2-1) again we had excellent color
monitors strategically mounted in and
around Restaurante Petisco da Vila, the
sidewalk café in Vila Isabel made famous
by Noel Rosa.
Many aver that Vila
Isabel is the birth-place of samba and the
bairro’s sidewalks commemorate 20 of
Brazil’s best-known and most admired
samba compositions, composers and
performers. Among them is Rosa after
whom the nearby tunnel is named
and whose statue around the corner
commemorates his frequent visits to
Petisco da Vila. It was here that he wrote
two of the most famous sambas of all time:
Feitiço da Vila, written and composed
in 1936, and Conversa de Botequim
(1935) in which Rosa describes one of
his afternoons at a table in this very café
(botequim). Later, in nearby Engenho
Novo, we ate again while the precise
and impressive Germans overwhelmed
Portugal 4-0.
Stephen and I watched three games at the
Gringo Café in Ipanema. Two days after
Italy outscored England 2-1 (no need
here for details…) on June 16 almost 200
USA supporters watched USA 2-1 vs.
Ghana in a night game locally covered

Peter and Steve at Maracanã

by CBS and BBC. Immediately after
Ghana tied the score, Stephen predicted
on camera that the USA would recover
with the winning goal in the final
minutes of play. His friends and several
family members back in New York were
astounded to see him from Rio on CBS
News the following morning.

World Cup 2014

MacPhail, with intervals of lively disco
for all ages. The ever growing Scottish
community in Macaé always guarantees
a kaleidoscope of clan kilts on display.
Guests from Rio are welcomed at the
door in several Scottish dialects –
including Portuguese! Tickets for the
Macaé Ceilidh will soon be on sale
from Audrey at the Scottish Country
dancing in the Paissandú Club, Leblon
any Tuesday evening after 8pm. Go
along and practice the steps – it´s free!
Iain MacPhail will also be providing
live music for the last country dance
session in the Paissandú Club, which
will be on September 30.

Two taxis and a friend’s living room.
We had planned to watch Mexico play
Cameroon with Jim, a Glaswegian poettranslator friend and Elda, his Brazilian
wife. Many decades ago Jim and I played
soccer together on our graduate school
traveling. On our way to their home
near the beautiful Jardim Botânico
we were stuck for 45 minutes in Rio’s
lunch-time traffic. No problem – the
driver was watching the game (Mexico
1, Cameroon 0) on a tablet-sized color
TV (with excellent sound) mounted on
his dashboard(!) Yes, we did see the end
of the game with our friends.
This happened again during another
“important” game described above
(Germany v. Portugal),part of which we
saw on a taxi screen. In both cases, as
soon as we reached a free stretch, we
“enjoyed” some of the wildest car rides
anywhere – not only were our drivers
passionately involved with the games,
but we suddenly realized that probably
every other driver on the road was
equally engaged…
Our week in Rio went so well that we
decided to continue on to Salvador where
we saw eight more games in three days,
including France 5-2 vs. Switzerland
(June 20) in Arena Fonte Nova. But that’s
another story…
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

A trip through Northern Argentina
HENRY ADLER

Part one: “CHACO, HERE
WE COME ....”
Not many travellers visit Northern
Argentina. If you’re coming from Brazil
the odds are you either fly directly
to Buenos Aires or you visit Iguassu
Falls and hop across the border to see
the Argentinian side. But no one pays
much attention to the bit between the
two. And it’s a big bit!

WHY NORTHERN
ARGENTINA?
Some 40 years ago, before I arrived in
Brazil, I drove in a 6WD truck directly
across the region crossing the border
from Bolivia heading through Jujuy
and Salta, across the Chaco to Formosa
and then heading north to Asunción
before heading south parallel to the
River Plate, ending up in Buenos Aires
five days later.
Forty years on it seemed time to take
another, closer look at the Chaco.
Doris had found out about the
Estancia Colomé in Molinos near
Salta, with vineyards and a posada and
even an open air museum built by the
American artist James Turrell, which piqued her curiosity.
Thanks to the internet, maps and guide books we found out
that there were now 2 east-west routes through the Chaco
and several National Parks (NP).
The most interesting seemed to be the Chaco NP in the
eponymous province, the Copo NP in Santiago province
on the border with Chaco province (both near absolutely
nowhere) and the El Rey in Salta province. If we made
Córdoba our base we could rent a jeep and do a circular
trip. But we could only get to Córdoba via Buenos Aires
(Bs.As.) and the connection was more expensive than Rio
- Bs.As.!

WHY NOT THE CHACO?
There were no 4WDs to rent in Bs.As. so we got the highest
ground clearance car we could. None of our Argentinian
friends had been to the region. They told us to go to the
National Parks HQ and the Automóvel Clube de Argentina
(ACA). The NP people were really helpful even for
people speaking Portunhol badly like us. They had all the
information at hand and were more than willing to share it.
When we explained what we wanted to do they asked if we
had a 4WD vehicle, full camping equipment, spare gas and
supplies for the duration.
Of course not, we replied! Then you should consider
visiting more accessible sites / sights, they said. The Chaco
and especially the Copo NP are very isolated with no
10

infrastructure nor nearby population
centres, gas stations etc. El Rey is more
accessible, has a Park HQ and nearby
accommodation if you‘re not camping.
It hasn’t yet started to really rain but
it’s been over 40 degrees there for
days so the rains will start soon. You
might get into the Park with your car
but if it rains you won’t get out. There
are 6 streams to cross which after rain
become impassable rivers even with
high ground clearance 4WD!

in town there was a demonstration. The police had been
striking in various cities…. Luckily, they were just ending it
here. Stopped by the demonstrating police we told them we
were tourists looking for the Hotel Suiça, a recommendation
from friends. Immediately they told us how to get there
avoiding the demonstrations. But since we had no map they
said “just follow us”.
Follow them we did. Arriving in the town centre with a
police escort, now that’s style! It’s not just British policemen
who are wonderful! Tucumán is the biggest town in N.
Argentina and seems very much busier and more bustling
than the others. It was founded about 10 years after Santiago
del Estero and like the others has its central plazas with

historic ecclesiastical and government buildings. Tucuman
was built on sugar, which is still the main crop. Some fine
sugar barons’ mansions still stand, one now the Sugar
Industry Museum.
Our conclusions so far: A day and a night in each town
was just about right. In between is just flat, boring
agricultural Argentina. This is another Argentina very
different in all respects from the usual tourist places as
were all the Argentinians we met. Not only very friendly,
they went out of their way to be helpful. Great what a lack
of tourists can do!
Next up: SALTA (to be continued)

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
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PLAN B
So much for Plan A. Our Plan B was
to visit the main cities and accessible
parks and reserves in the region,
keeping mainly to paved roads thanks
to the very helpful information and
maps from the ACA and the NP HQ.
We aimed to go as far as Salta and head
for Córdoba for Christmas. About
5.000kms in all! So off we went.

SANTA FE
The first stage took 470 km from
Buenos Aires to Santa Fé. The autopista
is good, fast, flat and boring, typical
pampa and heavily agricultural. Not
having a hotel reservation we just asked people on the
street. They were all very friendly and helpful, therefore
accommodation was easy to find. To be honest Santa Fé
has little of tourist interest but it’s on the Paraná River so
fish, rather than meat was the order of the day. Most of its
historic buildings were founded by the Jesuits and this was
to be a feature of the trip with some exceptional churches
and more all over the region.

SANTIAGO DEL ESTERO
We then had a long day driving the 610kms to Santiago de
Estero. Again everyone was really helpful. But we couldn’t
understand why they were sending us to Coventry?!? Until
we arrived at the hotel …. Coventry. Nearby were bars and
restaurants all with English names, but nobody could explain
why. Santiago is the oldest city in Argentina, founded in the
mid-16th century by Spanish conquistadores coming from
Peru. The central plazas are pleasant with some churches
and convents dating back almost to the town’s foundation,
but the rest is modern and unremarkable. We got a great
exchange rate at the Cambio, again indicated by locals, and
went to celebrate at the traditional Restaurant Sociedad
Espanhol. It did not live up to its tradition nor its pedigree
but it turned out very reasonably priced!

SAN MIGUEL DE TUCUMÁN
From there to San Miguel de Tucumán was only a short 150
km drive through flat agricultural land. When we arrived
11

Peter’s Party

Rio Here, There and Everywhere

His many friends came from all points,
near and far, to celebrate Peter’s 70th,
and clan Bodman-Morris was there in
force. Teresópolis Golf Club was prettied
up beyond recognition (there’s a lot of
decorating talent in the family), decked
with balloons and hanging heliconias,
and filled with the warm spirit of the
young at heart. Pictured, right and
below, the “grown ups”: Daniella,
Alex, Peter, Jeni and Nick; and the
“babies”: Isabella and Rodrigo Castro,
and a smiling Pedro Bodman-Morris.
photos: Grazielle Pimentel

VIANINHA CONTA O ÚLTIMO COMBATE DO
EWA PROCTER
HOMEM COMUM

Our Man At the Open
Nigel Wynn-Jones attended The Open
Championship as a member of the
Rules Committee, at the invitation of
the Brazilian Golf Confederation, and
spent a week at the Royal Liverpool
Golf Club in Hoylake, fully immersed

Nigel Wynn-Jones

in the world of serious golf. Robin
and Fiona Brown happened to be in
the area, and Fiona captured a smiling
Nigel moment.
Among the spectators at The Open, a
windswept Gaby seems more interested in
Granddad Robin Brown than in the golf.

Gaby and Robin

Yes, these days it is an unusually long
title for a play. Back in the 1970s, it
used to be a common thing here in
Brazil to give very long titles to plays.
As you’ve guessed, this is not a new
text, although very much to the point
– the problems raised then have not
changed, and thus the play is not at all
dated!
Written in the 1970s by Oduvaldo
Vianna Filho, Vianinha to his friends,
its original title (and not a long one!)
was “Em Família” – however, it has
nothing to do with the novella with
the same title that has been presented
by TV Globo. “Em Família” – the play
- was also produced in the 1970s with
Eva Todor and André Villon as actors,
and later on it was adapted for the
cinema.
This recent production is part of an
endeavour by a large number of people
to put SBAT (Sociedade Brasileira
de Autores) back on its feet. SBAT is
recovering slowly, with the help of
many who wish to keep their Society
alive. Different things are already
planned for the future, so that the
legacy of so many important Brazilian
authors can be maintained.
“Vianinha conta o último combate
do homem comum” has to do with
families. The story features an elderly
couple who, after living in a small
house in Miguel Pereira for many
years, where they paid low rent, are
now being evicted: the friendly owner
died, his heirs want the property back
in order to sell it, and the old people are
a burden! Plus, they are also a burden
to their five adult children who do not
know what to do with their parents.
Each character has his (or her) own
difficulties and reasons for taking
a position when it means taking
care of one or both of their elderly
parents. One of the sons has a wife
and daughter, is looking for a better
job, making installment payments on
the modest apartment where they live,
and can only house the mother (who,
as many elderly ladies do, wants to
meddle in the life of them all). One
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of the daughters refuses
to help, as her husband
does not like the in-laws.
The other daughter has
the father living with
her but her husband
believes that “old people
are no use”. Old people
just upset the routine,
occupy space in the small
apartment, get sick and
turn the already difficult
domestic
economy
even more problematic. Vianinha
And yet, the question
remains: what is to be done with
those elderly people when they did
not prepare themselves financially for
the hard times of their old age, when
they require more medical care, more
medicines, and more attention?
Although from my summary above,
you may think this is a very sad play;
I must say it is not! But it is a very real
and up-to-date theme, in an era when
people live much longer than they did
in the not-so-distant past. And many
of these so-called senior citizens are
still full of energy, not giving up their
work and amusement. I quote Oliver
Wendell Holmes (1809-1894) when
he said: “To be seventy years young
is sometimes far more cheerful and
hopeful than to be forty years old.”
The cast of ten, under the expert
direction of Aderbal Freire Filho,
performs beautifully their given roles.
However, I would like to award special
mention to Vera Novello and Cândido

Damm as the old couple who bring the
audience the required emotion without
falling into overacting – something
that could be a very easily happen. As
the play requires a number of locations
where different actions take place, set
designer Fernando Mello da Costa
chose the option of using movable
chairs and tables that are set at given
places and positions on the stage, in
order to differentiate where the action
is happening.
However, there is a sad thing that I
have to tell you now: this play only ran
through the 27th of July, at the Teatro
SESC Ginástico. Really, a very short
run! But the good news is that I heard
that the play will be moving to another
theatre, although I have no confirmed
information on this at the moment!
Here’s hoping it does!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre
translator and a Board Member of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga

Vianinha conta o último combate do homem comum
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Schhols Daze

All the international schools in Rio de
Janeiro – The American School, The
British School, Our Lady of Mercy and
Rio International School—have now
graduated their Senior classes, and
almost all of those who graduated will
be going off to university somewhere.
There are lots of somewheres, but the
vast majority are either here in Brazil,
or in the USA. We don’t have time to
publish all the places where they will
be going (and there are some VERY
impressive names on those lists) but we
do have time to to congratulate each
and every graduate, and, moreover,
publish pictures of them all seemingly
overjoyed at having been turned loose
on the world.

NAN CARIOCA

Stand and be Counted
NAN HIRSCH

The British School

EARJ

One of the great things about Rio de Janeiro
is that one can walk most of its streets. And
doing so, observe the ambiance, people
strolling by; dogs, cats, birds and even
small monkeys going about their affairs; the
trees that dress themselves according to the
seasons. The buildings, the monuments and
a most special group of celebrities. These
are eternal observers of our lives, standing
in their posts, come shine or rain, subject
to vandals and pigeons. We pass them by,
oblivious of their presence, their origin or
their purpose. They are the statues of Rio
de Janeiro. Musicians, politicians, medical
doctors, journalists, princesses, muses.
Lions, globes, hands.
Only a very few are well known to the
population; surely the best-known is poet
Carlos Drummond de Andrade, who once
wrote: “How difficult to speak! No words, no
codes: just mountains and mountains and
mountains, oceans and oceans and oceans”.
Sitting on his stone bench on Copacabana
Beach, cast in bronze by sculptor Leo
Santana, he is always good company to
show at home on a picture – or post on
social media—even if his trademark round
spectacles are frequently forcibly removed
from his face.
Born in Bahia, song writer and singer
Dorival Caymmi was very successful in his
field and his fame surpassed frontiers. His
are the verses that say that it is sweet to die at
sea. Father to a big family, his first generation
offspring sport three musicians; surely there
are more to come. Also cast in bronze by
sculptor Otto Dumovich he also stands on
the “calçadão” in Copacabana Beach, all
smiles, waving to passersby, carrying his
guitar in a case.

Our Lady of Mercy

RIS Graduates at Disney

There is also a famous statue of a lady, one
Ana Nery. She was the first woman nurse in
Brazil, volunteering for work during the War
with Paraguay in 1865. Her statue, cast in
bronze by sculptor Luiz Ferrer, decorates the

Drummond
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front of the Red Cross building at the square
with that name near Rio’s downtown.
Cast in bronze by Anísio Mota Fritz, he
doesn’t have a name. He’s known as “O
pequeno jornaleiro” possibly after local
newsboy José Bento de Carvalho, who, age
10, traveled up and down Rio’s downtown
streets, crying out the headlines. Trousers
twice his size, half hidden under a crumpled
hat brim, he carries newspapers under his
arm. He now stands at Rua Sete de Setembro
near Av. Rio Branco, well loved by passers
by.
A funny figure created by Ique is located in
Jardim Botânico: Abelardo Barbosa, better
known as TV personality “Chacrinha”.
He hosted a sort of amateur hour show for
years, and it is fitting that Chacrinha means
“bagunça” (“bedlam”), which is what his
show often was. The statue captures the
huge flowery top hat he used, the bicycle
horn dangling from his neck that he would
toot whenever he felt like it and… la pièce
de résistance: a codfish. “Do you want
‘bacalhau’?” he cried to the spectators and
then actually threw lots of codfish to them!
A great communicator, people loved him!

O pequeno jornaleiro

Dorival Caymmi

A soothing sight for suffering drivers trying
to reach the Rebouças Tunnel from Jardim
Botânico is “Curumim”. The slender figure
of an indigenous boy standing on a rock
inside Lagoa Rodrigo de Freitas, just about
to throw his harpoon, is simply beautiful.
The waters, the sky, the light—all contribute
to make it a different spectacle every time
one looks at it. Thanks to the sculptor, Pedro
Correa de Araújo.
It is said that there are almost 700 statues
in Rio de Janeiro, more than in any other
Brazilian city, probably because Rio was
once the capital of the country. Maybe the
next time you pass by one of our silent
companions, you will take a minute to
observe it and get to know it better.

Ana Neri

Chacrinha
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20 YEARS OF RIO CELLO
Rio International Cello Encounter was created in
1994 by English cellist David Chew, who has lived in
Brazil since 1981 and who was awarded an OBE by
Queen Elizabeth for services to Brazilian music.

the public directly interested in arts and of all social
classes.

for free. Awaiting them is an ever-increasing public
estimated at 20,000 people each festival. The artists
come here to exchange classical and popular musical
ideas and experiences with Brazilian musicians to get
to know at close hand our culture and people.

CELLO PAINT

Rio Cello reaches its 20th edition! Always FREE and
with lots of innovative ideas!!!

Virtuoso instrumentalists, dancers and artists from
all over the world perform and offer FREE workshops
at various places in Rio de Janeiro, Cabo Frio, Volta
Redonda, Barra Mansa and now Fortaleza, always with
the Cello as the main character. These include:
• Cello Dance: the best dancers and musicians share
the same stage. Special photo exhibition this year!
• Cello Paint will be back this year, bringing many
interesting artists and activities with children.
• Cello Parade: a novelty this year! Metal sculptures
with participation by different artists!
Since its 1st edition in 1994, Rio Cello has promoted
more than 700 presentations, 600 hours of workshops,
bringing together about 6,000 musicians, 600 students
and young musicians and an estimated audience of
350,000 people!!!
Be a part of this BIG CELEBRATION!
CELLO DANCE

Conceived by dancer, curator and production director
Mariana Chew, Cello Dance has achieved its 8th
Edition!
Created in 2007, it has become one of the main
components of Rio Cello, blending the talents of
leading musicians, dance companies and dancers in
Brazil and the world with classical, contemporary,
modern, jazz and street dance techniques.
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Body and Cello. Cello Dance adds to its main attributes
of a new language, adventure, creativity, Brazilianness,
interactivity and communicability, intending to reach

1995 IN DAVID’S WORDS

Cello Paint is a community art project created by
Carolina Chew as part of Brazil’s biggest free classical
music festival, Rio International Cello Encounter
(RICE).
For the past 3 years, Cello Paint has been displaying
different views of art and artistic expressions in
communities around Rio de Janeiro. Following the
same steps and intentions as Rio Cello, Cello Paint
interacts and introduces classical music with art to
children and teachers in communities, aiming to
achieve a long term process and a permanent art
education open to all.
CELLO PARADE
In honour of the 20th
anniversary of the
RICE Festival, 10 metal
sculptures shaped as
cellos will be placed
around 10 strategic
points in Rio de Janeiro.
Inv it e d by a r t i s t
and
c u r at or
of
c ont e mp or a r y a r t
Carolina Chew, sculptor
Sergio Marimba has
created metal cellos,
which will translate
into participations from
personalities of various
backgrounds in art.
We will be producing
a long lasting Object
of Art –one signed by
personalities that add
value to our Brazilian
culture. The metal
cellos will be sold and
the money donated to
institutions with which
we have long been
involved.

RIO INTERNATIONAL CELLO ENCOUNTER
1995 originated in the year 1994. Esther my wife, my
newborn son Daniel and I lived in small 5th floor flat
in Laranjeira. One early morning around 4 am, the fax
machine started to churn out a fax, which must have
been 25 meters long, inviting me to take part in a cello
festival in Beauvais, France. I literally had to hang the
fax out of the window and slowly scroll to be able to
read it.

RICE 2004 closed with a very special “surprise concert”
of Violonsalada, with a forest of 60 celli playing
the Black Swan by Villa Lobos, finishing up with a
massive group performance of the “Tremzinho da
Caipirinha”—as I mistakenly announced to the very
sympathetic public—the applause may have brought
down the Aqueduct in Lapa.

Music

Music

August 14 – 24, at various cultural locations around
Rio, daytime and evenings; please go to our site for full
details: www.riocello.com

This year’s theme was Baroque to Brazil, taking place
in all the major cultural centers, including churches
such as the Candelária and even the Samba School
Beija Flor in Nilopolis. A total of 62 concerts involved
over 20 soloists, eight orchestras and hundreds of
classical and popular musicians.

2014 IN DAVID’S WORDS:

My dreams of organizing the first encounter, what was
then called ICE, were about to be realized. I invited
some of the world’s leading cellists, knocking on the
doors of many Consulates and writing letters to friends
in the hotel business. I was received with open arms
by Mr Philip Carruthers, then General Manager of the
Copacabana Palace Hotel, who is now an Honorary
Patron of RICE.
Two notable concerts produced during this first
year were the Concert for Peace,and the famous
Violonsalada, narrated by my daughter Mariana
Barbosa Chew, a concert which has become a regular
feature in all subsequent editions. In this concert the
Rio Cello Ensemble joins all the International soloists
and students in paying homage to Villa-Lobos with
performances of the Bachianas Brasileiras nos. 1
and 5.
2004 IN DAVID’S WORDS

Celebrating its 10th year, ICE has now become RICE,
the largest free cello festival in the World. Cariocas are
now accustomed to Rio being stormed by artists from
all corners of the Earth, coming to this happy musical
encounter for a minimum of two weeks, sometimes
playing three concerts in one day plus giving lessons

“Thanks to the important and enthusiastic support of
sponsors, friends, public and artists, I am happy that
we are this year celebrating our 20th anniversary and
I would like to extend a special Thank you to all those
who have contributed over these years, without whom
this miracle would not be possible.”
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Letters
Letter to the BCS (and to the Editor of the Umbrella)
Musings on Passports
Thanks for the e-news – I was beginning to wonder about
my passport renewal.
I sent it off by courier on 15th May and the Passport office
received it in the UK on 21st May. According to their
tracking system there has been ‘no action’ since then which
makes one wonder why they have a tracking system at all.
It was supposed to take 3 or 4 weeks (according to the
website at the time of renewal); I was then informed ‘up to 6
weeks’ on the phone in mid June; and now over 6 weeks have
passed with ... ‘no action’ !
Incidentally, when my daughter (born in Brazil) applied to
renew her British passport 6 months ago they sent her an
email requesting her to send her original valid (Brazilian)
passport. No doubt this is to check whether she is using
the ‘other’ passport to travel to places like Afghanistan and
Dear Editors:
Nan Carioca’s “Boto Cinza” Carioca (The Umbrella,
July 2014) brought back happy memories of a beautiful
recent afternoon. Half-a-dozen or more “golfinhos“ (gray
dolphins) decided to join us for a portion of the ferry ride
from Praça XV to Ilha de Paquetá, slowing down to keep
up with our older ferry, the 1,000-passenger “Itaipu.”* They
alternated from our port and starboard sides to cruise with
us – perhaps guide us – for at least ten minutes and to leap
at predictably short intervals (photo opportunity ?). My
29-year-son visiting from New York learned that this was
a rare occurence when the Carioca next to us volunteered
that this was the first time he has seen “botos” alongside
the ferries... during more than a decade of riding the
ferryboats.
To the Editor

Syria (rather unlikely) however there was no indication as to
whether the British authorities actually intended to return
the Brazilian passport.
The impression we had was that in order to renew your
British passport you had to forgo your other nationality. In
the end they accepted a scanned copy of EVERY page of the
Brazilian passport and she got her new British passport 10
days later.
One other comment on the Passport issue: I was born in
Scotland. Having just forked out over 100 pounds for a
British passport, will I then have to reapply for a Scottish
passport as from September...? And in what currency will
they charge me ?
Finally I have to say there is something distinctly unsettling
about not having a valid passport in the top drawer !
Kind regards
Simon Clayton
Dear Ms. Hirsch: please convey to the Boto Cinza Family
that there were many of us – including my son and me – who
were delighted to see and photograph your return to that
portion of Guanabara Bay “near the huge bridge between Rio
and Niteroi.” Dozens of squealing school children («Olha
lá... tão pertinho... que lindos»), their families, commuting
workers and first-time visitors were glad they were there to
see you cavorting around us, bringing all good fortune and
happiness. And thank you for the link to «Projeto Maqua”!
With best wishes,
Peter J. Kurz

reprinting the articles as a reminder of the sacrifices made
by the British Community in Rio at that time.

A Community Worthy of Remembrance
Towards the end of my posting as HM Consul General
in Rio, you kindly published a couple of articles in The
Umbrella about the three Moore brothers who died in the
First World War and whose names are commemorated in
Christ Church.
With the Centenary of the outbreak of the First World War
upon us in August, I wonder whether you might consider

You may have back copies of the issues on file; if not, I attach
copies of the articles for ease of reference.
Yours,
Geoff Cowling
[Editor’s Note: We think this is a good idea, we’ll publish
something in September’s issue.]

DEADLINE

for our September 2014 issue
is Monday, 25th August
Don’t miss your Umbrella!
Always keep your address updated.
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695
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Cambridge Choir in
Rio – 31st August 2014
The Choir of Gonville and Caius
College, Cambridge, one of Britain’s
leading collegiate choirs, is due to
visit Brazil towards the end of August,
and will be in Rio for the weekend
of 30th-31st , giving a concert in
Christ Church on the Sunday (31st
August), shortly after the 10:30
service, starting at 12.30pm.
Caius College Choir is one of
Britain’s leading collegiate choirs.
The College was founded in 1348
but its musical tradition stems
from the late nineteenth century
when the well-known composer of
church music Charles Wood became
Organist. The choir in Wood’s day
contained boy trebles; it is now a
mixed undergraduate ensemble
directed by Geoffrey Webber.
The Choir sings Chapel services
during the University term and has a
busy schedule of additional activities
including
concerts,
recordings
and broadcasts. The Choir travels
extensively abroad, performing at
a variety of venues ranging from
major concert halls to universities,
cathedrals and churches in Europe,
America and Asia, often in
connection with other professional
ensembles such as Opera Northern
Ireland, the Philharmonia Baroque
Orchestra of San Francisco, and
the Orchestre National Bordeaux
Aquitaine.
The Choir also gives a number of
concerts in the UK each year, and
has made appearances at St John’s,
Smith Square, The Cadogan Hall,
the Spitalfields Festival and the
Aldeburgh Festival, and at many
other concert halls and festivals
around the country. Live radio
broadcasts on BBC Radio 3 and
4 form a regular feature of the
Choir’s schedule.
Broadcasts of
Choral Evensong have been notably
adventurous in content and have
ranged from baroque anthems
performed with period instruments
to Russian and Greek Orthodox
music, South African music, and
music composed especially for the
Choir by leading British composers.
The Choir’s recordings have often
specialised in the re-discovery
of forgotten choral repertories,
including previously unpublished
music from within the English
choral tradition and beyond. A

The Choir of
Gonville & Caius College
Cambridge UK
Directed by Dr Geoffrey Webber

Organ Scholars: Liam Crangle & James Leitch

Masterpieces of
English Choral Music
including works by Tallis, Tomkins, Stainer,
Tavener, Howells & Gowers

Sunday 31st August, 12.30pm
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro
Admission Free (retiring collection)
series of highly acclaimed CDs has
included music by British composers
Samuel Wesley, William Child,
Michael Wise, William Turner,
Edmund Rubbra, Patrick Hadley,
John Sanders, Mansel Thomas and
Rebecca Clarke, and by continental
composers Joseph Rheinberger,
Giacomo Puccini, Leonardo Leo and
Charles Gounod.
The Choir has also recorded two
reconstructions - the Latin Mass
in E Flat by Janáček and the St.
Mark Passion by J. S. Bach - three
programmes of Swiss choral music
(in conjunction with the National
Library of Zürich), and the complete
anthems of Charles Wood. Other
recent CD releases include a
recording of modern and medieval
vocal music entitled All the ends of
the earth, and a recording of modern
and medieval Christmas music
entitled Into this world this day did
come. The choir’s 2011 recording
of music by the leading British

composer Judith Weir has achieved
high acclaim and was the BBC Music
Magazine’s Choral and Song Choice
in December 2011. The choir’s latest
release is In Praise of St Columba:
The Sound World of the Ancient
Celtic Church.
For further information about the
choir
see
<www.cai.cam.ac.uk/
choir> and <www.facebook.com/
caiuschoir.>
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AUGUST
14-24 Rio International Cello Encounter XX (Rio)
16 Beatles at Choral Encounter (Corcovado School)
25 SCM Concert (Christ Church)
30 Quaich Golf Weekend (Teresopolis)
31 Caius College Choir (Christ Church)

06 BCS Beatles Night (Jubilee Hall)
27 Caledonian Ceilidh (Jubilee Hall)
30 Scottish Dancing w/ Ian MacPhail (Paissandu)
OCTOBER
03 Beatles Chorus (Sociedade Polonesa)
04 Macaé Ceilidh
22 Beatles Chorus (Espaço Cultural Olho da Rua)
25 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo Site)
NOVEMBER
01 Remembrance Service at Gamboa cemetery
07 RBL Poppy Ball or Dinner
09 Remembrance Day Service (Christ Church)
13 Oxford & Cambridge Dinner

* Canadian Happy Hour every third Wednesday of each
month, 6-8pm
*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):
AmSoc = American Society
BBF = British Burial Fund
BCS = British and Commonwealth
CC = Christ Church
EARJ = American School
InC = International Club of Rio
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School
RBL = Royal British Legion
RIS = Rio International School
SAS = St. Andrews Society
SCM = Society of Choral Music
TBS = The British School
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

Classified ads

Calendar

SEPTEMBER

* Scottish Country Dancing every Tuesday evening,
8-10pm

SERVICES

Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.
experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. BrazilianBritish CLINICAL Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF
arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS • bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by phone (21) 9966.9494
or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

Ubatuba - short term rent, 2 bedroom house 50 metres from
Enseada beach.Ideal for families. Sleeps 5/7. For info call Gerard
(012) 3842-3420, email: gerarddelaney97@yahoo.co.uk

18 SCWC 3 Peaks Challenge
30 AmSoc Thanksgiving party

Have you got your 2014 BCS Yearbook?
DECEMBER
04 TBS Carol Service (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall)
06 WDA Christmas Bazaar
08 SCM Christmas Concert (Christ Church)
13 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall)
14 Christ Church Carol Service
15 Sing-along Messiah (Christ Church)
16 EARJ last day of 2nd Quarter
18 TBS C11 Graduation (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall)
19 TBS Last Day Term 2
21 All Saints Niteroi Carols and Communion
25 Christmas Family Communion Christ Church

Contact the BCS office!
021 2537-6695
bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
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