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FROM THE EDITOR

Cláudia Netto and Gracindo Junior

UNCLOGGING TRAFFIC IN
THE UK
JACK WOODALL

I have a personal interest, due to my recent
experience, in unclogging arteries. Road,
rail and air traffic in the UK is overloaded.
There is an illuminated overhead sign
on the M3 as you approach the M25 that
permanently warns motorists that traffic
between junctions 8 & 15 is heavy and delays
are likely. Widening of some motorways
has been started, but that means closing at
least one lane, making matters worse. The
Hammersmith Bridge has suddenly been
discovered to be rotting away (the vergalhão,
iron reinforcing bars in the concrete, are
rusting due to water infiltration), and it has
been closed to lorries, with only one lane each
way open to cars. There is a congestion charge
for cars entering central London. Three new
car models have just been introduced with
engines that pollute less and are therefore
allowed in central London, so soon the roads
there will be clogged again.
A new high-speed rail line, HS2, with trains
running at 225mph between Euston and
Birmingham -- cutting journey time to 49
minutes -- has been approved by Parliament,
with extensions to Manchester & Leeds, a
spur to Heathrow and a connection to the
Channel Tunnel. All that will do is turn
those cities into dormitories for London.
And don’t hold your breath – the first stretch
won’t be opened until 2026, in 14 years time,
due to the need to expropriate land en route
and relocate householders before starting,
even though 22 miles of the route will be
through seven tunnels. It is set to cost £16
billion for the first phase and double that

for the future extensions, with the economic
benefits projected to recover the cost in about
50 years. But we all know that such projects
always come in late and way over budget.
There have been plans since 1943(!) to build
a new airport for London at various locations
around the Thames Estuary. Now that the
proposal for third runway at Heathrow has
been killed -- rightly so as large swathes of
housing at both ends of the existing runways
are now virtually uninhabitable due to the
noise of the jets taking off and landing –
another London airport is urgently needed.
A plan is being touted for the world’s biggest
airport to be built on an artificial island in
the Thames estuary. But senior figures in the
British airports sector say that the current
cost of landing at Heathrow Airport for
airlines is around £15 per passenger. This
figure might rise to £100 a passenger for a
new airport, in the wake of estimates that the
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proposed Thames estuary site might cost as
much as £50bn, which is over four times the
asset value of Heathrow Airport at £12bn,
and analysts have put the cost of constructing
a Thames estuary airport as high as £70bn.
And in the estuary, the problem of seabird
strikes on arriving and departing planes
escalates, quite apart from the disruption to
the migrating and overwintering waterbirds
of the area. The Mayor of London, Boris
Johnson, has publicly backed an airport just
off the Kent coast, with plans having also
been put forward for one to be built on the
Isle of Grain by Lord Foster. These projects
could take 20 years to realise, and meanwhile
flights would be siphoned off to Amsterdam,
Paris & Frankfurt, with consequent loss of
business to the UK.
But why do we have to wait so long? In the
1990s, Hong Kong built a new twin-runway
airport on an artificial island formed by
joining up existing islands, much like the way
the Ilha de Fundão in Guanabara Bay was
made (but let’s hope the buildings on it would
not subside the way the hospital wing did on
Fundão). It took only 6 years and cost only
US$20 billion in 1998 prices!
Plan for Thames estuary airport
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THEATRE

JUDY GARLAND – THE END OF
EWA PROCTER
THE RAINBOW

The life of Judy Garland (1922-1969) was
certainly more dramatic and eventful
than the numerous characters and songs
immortalized by her in films, shows and
recordings. Her trajectory was always
very intense, ever since the precocious
beginning of her career, while she was still
a child, up to the decadence in the last years
of her life. It started with the tremendous
juvenile success in “The Wizard of Oz”,
followed by a series of failed marriages and
chemical dependency.
Judy Garland – O Fim do Arco Íris! (“Judy
Garland – The End of the Rainbow”) is
neither a musical biography nor an attempt
to tell the story of this star. So much so that
she never talks about her children, and two
of her former husbands get only a nasty
mention each. The musical takes place
during Judy Garland’s last artistic tour in
London: thus, some of the moments are
set in The Talk of the Town cabaret where
she sings and performs when she is sober
enough to do so; and others, in a beautiful
room at the Ritz Hotel where she was staying
with Mickey Deans, who would become
her fifth husband. The play focuses on the
end of Judy Garland’s life, when she was
already totally dependent on alcohol and
drugs, but still considering herself as one of
the top personalities in the show business.
I quote Oscar Wilde (1856-1900) when he
wrote in Act III of “Lady Windermere’s
Fan”: “We are all in the gutter, but some of
us are looking at the stars”.
The play, by British author Peter Quilter,
had a very successful London run, and
many indications for awards. The audiences,
always avid for classic songs such as “The
Man That Got Away” and the unforgettable
“Over the Rainbow”, packed the theatre!
With this musical
Charles Moëller
and Cláudio Botelho go temporarily
back to smaller shows, after their super
productions of “Hair”, “Gypsy”, “Um
Violinista no Telhado”[Fidddler on the
Roof] and “As Bruxas de Eastwick” [The
Witches of Eastwick], to mention just a few.
This time, there are only three performers
on stage: Cláudia Netto, as Judy; Igor Rickli,
as Mickey Deans; and Gracindo Júnior,
as the gay pianist Anthony: a character
inspired by the many musicians and fans
who accompanied the career of this star.
Anthony is the only fictional character in
the play. As Charles Moëller says, “It is as if
he was the sum of all those gays who adored
Judy and were always around, taking care
of her.”

The Brazilian version has the signature of
both Charles Moëller and Cláudio Botelho,
the first one directing, and the second one
providing the Brazilian version of the play.
By the way, these two musical geniuses
staged the show in Brazil before the
opening of this play on Broadway in March,
2012! The curious thing is that, although
the text playing at the Teatro Fashion Mall is
in Brazilian Portuguese, all the songs were
kept in their original version, in English!
Judy Garland – O Fim do Arco Iris is also
the return of both Moëller and Botelho to
their partnership with Cláudia Netto: the
three of them worked together in the 1990s
in a number of smaller shows, where they
paid homage to great names of the North
American musical theatre. One of them
was Fred e Judy, where Cláudio and Cláudia
played Fred Astaire and Judy Garland, and
Charles Moëller designed the costumes. In
this show, the partnership is revived and
everything works out beautifully: Cláudia
Netto has an excellent voice, and there
are times when one can even think that
Judy Garland is there on person! Gracindo
Júnior performs a different part from his
usual ones, and squeezes every drop out of
his Anthony: he is perfect in this difficult
role. Igor Rickli completes the successful
trio, although he is not as experienced as
the other two.
I would like to make special mention of the
scenery. Rogério Falcão who designed it,
managed to fit onto the stage of the Teatro
Fashion Mall – a theatre that is meant for
straight plays, not musicals – two different
realistic sets, plus an orchestra of six
musicians. The excellent result, both visual
and with the perfect timing for when the

sets are changed, is enhanced through the
lighting by Paulo César Medeiros and the
costumes by Marcelo Pies.
The show lasts for 120 minutes (with one
interval), and is recommended for people
over 14 years of age. The latter has to do
with some foul language that is part of the
play, but I do not think that this in particular
would make people hate the show.
Judy Garland – o Fim do Arco Íris plays
from Thursdays to Sundays at the Teatro
Fashion Mall, Estrada da Gávea, 899 – 2nd
floor in São Conrado, Rio de Janeiro. There
is paid parking inside the Fashion Mall.
The ticket prices are R$80,00 on Thursdays
and Fridays; and R$100,00 on Saturdays
and Sundays. There is a 50% discount for
students and senior citizens. The show
starts at 6pm on Thursdays, at 9:30pm on
Fridays, 9pm on Saturdays, and 8pm on
Sundays. The information I have while I am
writing this column is that the show will
close down on the 12th of February, but if
you rush you still will have time to go and
see it. And, who knows, with all its success
and full houses, maybe the run will be
extended or transferred to another theatre!
At least, this is a little secret somebody told
me and that I am now sharing with you. So
let’s keep our fingers crossed!
[Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre
translator, and a Board Member of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.]

Cláudia Netto (in the front) and Gracindo Júnior at
the piano in the back
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AUSTRALIA’S OLYMPIC GOLDS
JACK WOODALL

Commonwealth
4

unable to compete, might have taken
some of the golds away from other
countries.
At the 1948 London Olympics,
Australia won two golds (John Winter,
high jump and Merwyn Thomas
Wood, rowing -- single sculls), and at
the last Games in Beijing they achieved
14. Their strengths have been in
swimming (56 golds), track and field
(19), cycling (13) and rowing (10).

Swimming
A total of 252 Australian athletes
have won gold medals at the Olympic
Summer and Winter Games from
1896 to 2010. Australia has won 449
Summer Olympic medals: 135 gold,
144 silver and 170 bronze, starting with
two gold at the first modern Olympics
in Athens in 1896, when Edwin Flack
won both the 800 and the 1500 metres.
When the Olympics were held in
Australia, they won 13 at Melbourne
in 1956, and 16 in Sydney in 2000,
finishing 3rd and 4th in the respective
medal counts -- but topped that with
17 in Athens in 2004, so it was not just
home court advantage. Since 2000,
Australia has placed 4th, 4th and 6th,
respectively, in medal counts. Given
Australia has a population of only
around 22 million people (ranked 55th
in the world) this fact is noteworthy;
some have suggested it may be a result
of the huge amounts of funding the
Australian Government has injected
into elite sports with the specific
intention of increasing the gold medal
count at the Olympics. They fielded
632 athletes at the Sydney Games.
Interesting trivia: Australia and Greece
are the only two nations to have
participated at every Summer Olympic
Games of the modern era. In 1908 and
1912 Australia competed with New
Zealand under the name Australasia.
The totals above do not include eleven
medals won by Australians competing
for the combined Australasia team in
1908 and 1912: nine by individuals, one
by an exclusively Australian team, and
one by a combined team. Australians
have won golds in every Games except
four: 1904, 1920, 1936 & 1976. Also
remember that the 1984 Olympics in
Los Angeles were boycotted by the
USSR along with most other Eastern
Bloc countries, so that some of the
world’s leading athletes (including
Sergey Bubka – see below), who were

Steve Hooker, Olympic record pole vaulter, 2008

Ian Thorpe at Beijing 2008

Australia has generally been a world
power in Olympic swimming since the
1956 Melbourne Olympics: swimmers
like Kieren Perkins (2 golds), Stephanie
Rice (3), Dawn Fraser (4) and Ian
Thorpe (5) have taken multiple gold
medals.
Thorpe’s five golds are the most won
by any Australian, and with three gold
and two silver medals, he was the most
successful athlete at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. His wins in the 200 m
and 400 m and his bronze in the 100
m freestyle in Athens made him the
only male to have won medals in the
100–200–400 combination. After the
Athens Olympics, Thorpe took a year
away from swimming, scheduling a
return for the 2006 Commonwealth
Games; however, he was forced to
withdraw due to illness. Subsequent
training camps were interrupted,
and he announced his retirement
in November 2006, citing waning
motivation. But on 2nd February 2011
he called a press conference, where he
announced his return for the London
Olympic Games, after four years away
from the pool.

Pole vault
In the 2008 Beijing Olympics,
Australian Steve Hooker won the pole
vault, setting a new Olympic record
of 5.96m (19ft 6.64in). His personal

best is 6.06 m, making him the second
highest pole-vaulter in history behind
only Sergey Bubka of the Ukraine,
who won the gold with the Olympic
record of 5.09m at the Seoul Games in
1988 and who presented him with the
gold medal. Bubka won 6 consecutive
pole vault World Championships
from 1983 to 1997, and is still the
only athlete in any event to win that
many world championships. He was
the first to clear 6.0 metres and the
first and only athlete to clear 6.10
metres (20 feet). He owns the current
outdoor world record of 6.14 metres,
achieved on 31 July 1994 in Sestriere,
Italy and the current indoor world
record of 6.15 meters on 21 February
1993 in Donetsk, Ukraine.
The other eight Australian gold
winners in the men’s events were for
diving (10m platform) and rowing
(coxless pairs and double sculls),
kayaking and two-person dinghy
racing. Australian women won 5 golds
in Beijing, also for two-person dinghy
racing and for swimming (100m
butterfly, 100m breaststroke, 100m
and 400m individual medley, 4x100m
and 4x200m freestyle relay). Stephanie
Rice won gold in three events, having
swum in both the winning 100m and
200m freestyle relays and the 200m
individual medley. She will be one to
look out for in London this year, along
with Ian Thorpe. Go, Australia!

Other events
Andrew Hoy won 3 golds in the
equestrian 3-day event in 1992, 1996
& 2000 and Rechelle Hawkes won 3
for women’s hockey in 1988, 1996 &
2000. Michael Diamond won the trapshooting gold in 1996 & 2000. In 2008,
other Australian gold winners were Ken
Wallace in kayaking, Mathew Mitcham
in diving, and Emma Snowsill in the
women’s triathlon.
5
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
2012 Yearbook
Coronation

And, finally, the monthly General
Meeting will be held, as always, on the
last Friday of the month, 24th February.

The Whiffenpoofs

all members in the near future. First
out is the one on The Umbrella devised
by Martin Hester, in this issue of The
Umbrella as well as electronically. All
responses will be entered into a draw
for prizes, in the following order –
i. An Annual Subscription to your
preferred Society (or a rebate if already
paid) ii. A dinner for two at the Ambre
ii. A dinner for two at the Ambre Cuisine
Bariii. Two bottles of fine Malbec wine.
iii. Two bottles of fine Malbec wine.
The other two, on the BCS itself &
the E-newsletter, have been prepared
by Henry Adler. By definition,
the E-newsletter one will only go
out electronically after review and
testing. The BCS one will go out both
via an insert in The Umbrella and
electronically.
Please note that replying to these
questionnaires is very important &
will serve to orientate the BCS in its
strategic review.

Whiffenpoofs return

The BCS 2012 Yearbook will focus on
H.M. the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and
the London Olympics. If you were at
Wembley in 1948 or have memories
of the Coronation please write in. Also
personal reminiscences of major events
of H.M’s reign, memories of Olympic
Games you attended, childhood sports
day traumas – please send in anything
associated with the two themes that
you think might interest readers, with
photos if you have them.

Strategic review
On this front, three questionnaires
have been devised which will be sent to
6
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members during their whirlwind stay
here — thanks to all who’ve volunteered
to host them (see AroundRio in this
issue for details). RSVP Tel: 2537-6695
<bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br>.

This world-famous a capella choir from
Yale will repeat its previous success
in Rio with a return visit and a new
repertoire of pop and old favourites
at the Jubilee Hall on Thursday 16th
February. Members of all the Rio
Societies group are cordially invited.
The Whiff ’s gave recent performances
at the Lincoln Center and at the
White House with President Obama.
See Around Rio in this issue for more
details. RSVP Tel: 2537-6695 <bcsrio@
bcsrio.org.br>

AMERICAN SOCIETY
Yale’s world-renownd a capella
choir will return to Rio to sing at the
BCS Jubilee Hall on Thursday 16th
February. Members of the American
Society are cordially invited. See
Around Rio in this issue for more

details. RSVP Tel: 2537-6695 <bcsrio@
bcsrio.org.br>.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Ringing the Changes
Our President, chief cook and bottlewasher and general factotum Mary
Pinner will soon be moving back
to the USA, and has submitted her
resignation from the Board as of 31st
January. Under our Statutes, the First
Vice President assumes the Presidency,
and we welcome Marinda Gerber as
President beginning this month. Her
position as First Vice President has
been assumed by erstwhile Recording
Secretary Kathleen Morris, so the
Executive Board has appointed Mary
Dwyer as Recording Secretary.

February events
If you thought InC slows down
during Carnaval month, think again.
Thursday, 9th February, Beatrice
Labonne will be leading a tour of two
stately houses, historic Quinta Azul
and Quinta Rosa, up in Santa Teresa
(already fully booked). The very next
day, Friday 10th, starting at 1pm,
Beatrice has organized a farewell
luncheon for Mary Pinner at the
Restaurante Primeira Pá in Tijuca. To
book, email: <beatrice.labonne@gmail.
com> or <membership@incrio.org.br>
and be sure to bring lots of hankies
for the sniffles and boo-hoos as we bid
Mary bye bye.
The regular Cafezinho will be held
15th February at the home of Kathleen
Morris, and will be followed by an
Executive Board meeting to gear
the new team up for the new year.
On Thursday 16th, InC members
are all invited to the Jubilee Hall in
Botafogo for the concert put on by
Yale’s Whiffenpoofs, the century-old a
cappella singing group, many of whom
will be staying at the homes of InC

MEMBERSHIP DUES! Our Membership Secretary has been sending out
reminders to all members that the time
to pay your dues for 2012 runs until 29th
February. Individual memberships are
R$120 and families are R$180, but if
you’re over age 65 you only pay half
price. Details are on the website <http://
www.incrio.org.br/incrio/default.asp> .

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
Annual subscriptions for 2012 can
be deposited by downloading the
boleto from the SAS website <www.
standrewrio.com.br>. For the third year
in succession, subscriptions remain the
same, at R$ 120.00 for family and R$
90.00 for single membership. There is
a R$ 20.00 discount for payment before
27th February. It´s your Society and
it needs your subscriptions to pay the
bills.
2011 was another good year. We had
a full house at the annual golf match
against the Macae Oilmens Golf
Association, including the Quaich
Trophy and the Aberdeen Cup, at
Teresópolis. The Iain MacPhail twenty
five years anniversary Caledonian Ball
was outstanding, with more kilts on
display, more ceilidh dancing and more
pipes and drums than ever before. We
also managed to revisit Petrópolis
with the MacPhail band and after too
long an absence, the skirl of the Great
Highland Bagpipe echoed round the
walls of the Jubilee Hall once again,
to the delight of a packed audience of
children and parents. We were also
able to assist some families affected by
floods and landslides.

Taste of Scotland
With so many local folk on holiday in
January and February, we abandoned
the idea of a traditional Burns Supper
in Rio several years ago. We have
also allowed the popular Bangers and
Beans event to pass into history due
to the stringent import restrictions on
haggis, sausages and the high cost of
imported Heinz beans and HP sauce.
However, all is not lost: as the saying
goes, “when one door closes another one
opens.” We are extremely fortunate to
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Royal British Legion Silver Poppy Coin

Tam o’Shanter riding the storm

have in our midst Gerry Diviney, the
Head Chef of the Marriott Hotel. On
6th April, 2010 we held a very successful
“Taste of Scotland” at the Marriott,
which combined an amazing buffet
of Scottish fare produced by Gerry,
including soups, pastries, haggis, lamb
and puddings, together with Scotch
whisky, Drambuie, beer and wine. For
entertainment we had a light hearted
mixture right across the board from
Tam o’Shanter and ceilidh dancing to
the Bee Gees and Lady Gaga. That night
the city of Rio was split into three areas
by a torrential rain storm which caused
chaos and left people stranded all over,
but, like Tam o’Shanter and his cronies,
“the storm without might rare and
rustle, we, (in the Marriott) didna gie the
storm a whustle.” Those that did make
it to the Marriott all said it was a great
night and we should do it again. So, we
intend to repeat the “Taste of Scotland”
on 31st March, after the Carnival and
before Easter. The venue will be the
Marriott Hotel, casual kilts the order
of the day, from 19.30 till midnight.
Boletos for the all inclusive price of
buffet, drinks and entertainment can
be downloaded from the SAS website
at <www.standrewrio.com.br>.
The annual Quaich Trophy golf
weekend at Teresópolis will be held on
16 & 17 June this year. The date for the
annual MOGA x SAS match at Buzios
will be announced shortly. It’s always
difficult to fit in suitable dates with
so many popular golf matches being
played throughout the year.
The Tuesday night Scottish country
dance sessions at the Paissandu will
begin in May this year, and Audrey
will be adding a some easy to learn
ceilidh dances to the programme.
We’re also looking for a venue in Barra
on Saturdays, due to popular demand
from families with young children who
find it difficult to come to Rio during
the week.
For the latest St Andrew Society news,
browse <www.standrewrio.com.br>.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
No sooner has one year ended when
available time in the next seems
already to be running out. Over the
Christmas and New Year period the
Branch was in touch with its those
needing some help, who themselves
were helping others. It does strike you
how different the attitude is in Brazil
compared to some developed countries
where it seems either everything is
somebody else’s fault or, it is somebody
else’s responsibility to do something
about it. It wasn’t always like that, I
seem to remember. Here in Brazil we
have people, well advanced in age and
with little means, striving to help their
kinfolk, themselves well advanced in
age, and not wanting to be a burden to
others. And yet again we have seen in
the floods this year people struggling
just to keep going. Clearly, every little
bit of help is needed.
Against this background, time seems
to be running out because yet again the
Annual General Meeting is upon us.
The date in February or early March
has yet to be decided at our Committee
Meeting on the 6th of February, but a
Calling Notice will be sent in good time.
If any reader wishes to participate in
the work of the Branch as a Committee
Member or in an Honorary position we
would be delighted to hear from you.
An e-mail to <supcoord@openlink.
com.br> will suffice to add your name
to the Slate. Meanwhile, can I urge
any members with a 2011 to 2012
subscription to pay to please do so
as soon as possible. The subscription
remains the same as previous years at
R$70 and payment can be made to The
BCS (RBL), CPNJ 33.716.572/0001-20,
Banco Bradesco, Agência 0215 Conta
0752885-3.
Thank you all for your support in 2011
and the Committee sends their very
best wishes for 2012.
P.S. From last month, the total collected
for the 90th Anniversary Year coming
soon!
7

4

GALA OF RARE BEAUTY AND SPLENDOUR
O Globo, Rio de Janeiro, 1931
[in Portuguese]
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Jumble Sale in July
The year-end festivities are now well
behind us and Carnival is rapidly
approaching. The ladies of the WDA
will be returning to their activities
on Tuesday 6th March ready to face
the first challenge on their agenda –
the Jumble Sale in July. We receive
donations for this event all the year
round; the items are sorted and any
articles we consider suitable for our
Bazaar at the end of the year are set
aside. Household items including
ornaments, clothes, shoes, handbags,
toys, jigsaw puzzles, can all be put
to good use. Please check that any
electrical appliances you send to us
are in working order. Donations can
be delivered during the week to Karen,
secretary, Christ Church, telephone
2226-7332 or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, any time
between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm. Please
remember that between 2 pm and 3.30
pm, when the school finishes, cars are
not allowed into the grounds
New supplies of marmalades, pickles
and chutneys should be available for
sale by mid-March. Please recommend
these products to your friends and
neighbours. Our prices are very good;
all the ingredients are natural and they
are all made from English recipes.

8

BBC-TV Director Suemay Oram filming in Uganda

If you have any empty marmalade,
pickles or chutney bottles that we could
re-use, could you please return them to
us – with the metal tops please? The
Nescafe 100g bottle is also suitable for
our use.

Christmas Bazaar – Raffle
Prizes

Class of 2011 had an average IB Diploma
points score of 33. Six students got 40
points or more, with special OMGness
to Victoria Fernandes (44 points) and
Gabriel Cohen <https://www.facebook.
com/gryfercohen> (43 points). An
amazing 29% of the candidates got 38
points or more out of a possible 45.
Well done to all!

Three raffle prizes have still to be
collected. They are with Karen, Christ
Church secretary, tel: 2226-7332.

Wonderful news about
Suemay Oram – Class of
1996

Anyone who can spare a few hours on
Tuesday mornings (from 8 am. until
noon) is more than welcome to join the
WDA team of volunteers. We are busy all
the year round but we have some good
fun and really enjoy the work we do.

Her film Unreported World, with
reporter Jenny Kleeman aired on
Friday 21st October on Channel 4 UK. The film is available at <http://
w w w.channel4.com/programmes/
unreported-world/4od>.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL

Way to go, Suemay! And on September
18th 2011, she married Gevin Gleed
in Ibiza, Spain. A lot of TBS friends
were there: Ana Carolina Caiado’96,
Clarissa Oliveira’96, Davina Glen’98,
Sean Oram’98 (Suemay’s brother),
Samantha
Kelly’96,
Samaine
Marques’96, Lillian Ueng ‘96 and Katie
Ribeiro dos Santos’94.

Graduates
of 2011 I.B.
Results
The British School,
Rio de Janeiro
graduating class
does it again! The

Gabriel Cohen

At fifteen minutes to midnight,
the guests of honour arrived,
accompanied by Sir Henry
Lynch, through the various
pathways of the park, all the
way to the mansion full of
pictures of the river, with
rare and antique silverware
arranged with special taste, from
where you could see the whole aspect
of the garden under a half moon which
enhanced the beauty of feminine
“silhouettes”.
There was soon a quadrille in a
large open hall in which the guests
of honour took part, the Prince of
Wales danced with Mrs. Gracie and
Prince George with Miss Stella Lynch.
Brazilian songs were then heard on a
huge verandah, by nine young women
dressed in turquoise blue with guitar
accompaniment. The princes danced
until dawn on the great stage in the
garden, accompanied by all the guests.
There were plenty of “buffets” and
“buvettes” stocked with taste and a
supper was served to all guests at small
tables scattered around the garden. The

Edward, Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII) and
Prince Albert of York (later King George VI)

table of honour had only antique china
and silver and was in impeccable taste,
below it was a carpet with carnations
and orchids of every hue.
According to the wish of the Prince
of Wales, almost all guests wore
“smoking”. To catalogue the “toiletts”
[ladies’ gowns] would be impossible,
they were all in good taste and this
chronicler could not find words to
transmit to the reader all the beauties
of the party, but merely record the
comment of a member of the entourage
of our royal guests, who said the party
was altogether of such rare beauty that
it should be counted as one of the best of
the many that had been offered to their
Royal Highnesses in all their travels.
[Contributed by Kenneth Light of
Rio, whose mother was Stella Lynch;
Sir Henry was his great-uncle and
godfather]

Looking Back

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION

Sir Henry Lynch, “leader” of the
English colony among us, offered
yesterday, in his beautiful villa in Rua
São Clemente, a ball for their Royal
Highnesses the Prince of Wales and
Prince George. The park surrounding
the house is one of the most beautiful in
Botafogo, reminiscent, because of their
size and layout, of the gardens near
Richmond on the outskirts of London.
The discreet and hidden lighting is
filtered through the trees, ferns, and
all the plants, giving the impression
that the moon’s glow was intensified,
bathing all, a magnificent occasion for
the heir to the crown of England to
meet and enjoy our high society, for its
elite was there. The orchestras, placed
in various corners, were heard without
being seen, thus giving the impression
of scenes sung by Persian poets, or
even better, as a traveled diplomat,
who knows all the East – “the garden”
of a rich and powerful “sahib” of India.
There were improvised platforms for
dancing in all corners, decorated with
orchids of the rarest species and most
exquisite hues, from the host’s property
in Therezópolis. Sir Henry Lynch, in
company with his brother, received the
guests with great nobility at the top

of a staircase in the centre of
the park, and had for each a
friendly word.
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Paul Wiseman
and The British
School, Rio de
Janeiro

AroundRio

Institutions are manmade
creatures.
However,
usually
just a few people
have a significant
influence in shaping
them. Paul Wiseman
is certainly one
such person in the
evolution of The
British School, Rio de Janeiro and he
will always be remembered as the man
who inspired and led the tremendous
academic transformation and growth
experienced by the School over the
last twenty years or so. As the father of
five students, I was a witness to Paul’s
work almost from the moment he
arrived at the School back in the late
1980s and, on the eve of his departure,
I feel compelled to give a brief personal
testimony of what I observed during
these years as a tribute to his work.
When Paul arrived, this was a
traditional but stagnant, small and,
I would venture to say, troubled
School which, as almost everything
in those years in Brazil, was happy
with just surviving. The Botafogo site
housed the whole School which had
minimal enrollment numbers in the
Senior School and, until Paul started
taking care of it around 1990, had NO
students beyond Class 9. Most students
left to take the vestibular or went back
home to prepare for university as the
IB was a foreign curiosity! A very tense
relationship existed between parents
and the administration because of
the continually rising fees needed to
compensate the impact of the daily
exchange rate devaluations on the
expat teachers’ salary bill and, last but
not least, a serious difficulty retaining
staff and even retaining top quality
Directors.

the young man was
made Director.
As a Director of a
private school Paul
acted as a real CEO of
a professional service
firm striving to make
it
economically
feasible and, thus,
seeking both to
improve its quality of
service, i.e. teaching,
and to increase its
scale. Paul achieved
the latter by “selling”
his bold vision to the Board which
backed the courageous financial
decisions needed for the expansion
into Urca, and then Barra. However, the
physical expansion was just a rational
response to the growing demand for
quality education delivered by an
aligned team of motivated educators.
Assembling and leading this team was,
in my view, Paul’s greatest achievement
as a Headmaster. Leading a group of
teachers, as a primus inter pares is,
like herding cats, not an easy task. You
cannot force them. You must inspire
and lead them. Paul did it and leaves
behind, as his greatest legacy, a team
with an alignment of vision supporting
a school with a strong culture whose
motto “a caring community, striving
for excellence, where every individual
matters” are not just words.
Thanks, Paul.
Winston Fritsch - Father of Rafael 1995,
Julia 1996, Laura Fritsch 2010, Gabriel
2012 and Felipe 2015

year, the “Whiffs” perform over 200
concerts around the world at a wide
range of venues including large concert
halls, private events, country clubs,
schools, and churches. The group has
performed for the likes of Presidents
Reagan, Bush I and II, and Clinton;
Mother Theresa; and the Dalai Lama.
We’ve performed in venues such as
Carnegie Hall, and Lincoln Center,
for events such as The World Series,
Saturday Night Live, The West Wing,
NBC’s The Sing Off, and more. Just last
year alone, the Whiffenpoofs of 2012
have already performed for the likes
of President Obama, Gloria Estefan,
and Quincy Jones in venues ranging
from the White House to the Lincoln
Center, and from Mexico City to
Boise, Idaho. Come hear them at the
Jubilee Hall, behind Christ Church,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, on Thurday
16th February, tickets R$20, students
R$10. Members of all Rio Societies are
cordially invited. RSVP Tel: 2537-6695
<bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br>

David Weller on BBC TV
Former Christ Church chaplain, Rev.
David Weller, who moved to England,
competed on the BBC TV game
“Pointless” last month with an old
school friend. Played by 3 or 4 couples of
contestants, this is a quiz in which they
try to score as few points as possible, by
plumbing the depths of their general
knowledge to come up with the answers
no-one else can. His team won £1,000!
Well done, David.

CHRIST CHURCH

LETTER FROM THE PEOPLE’S WARDEN
MICHAEL ROYSTER

Chaplain news
Our new Chaplain, Rev. Ben Phillips, will
be coming with his wife Jo for a short visit
following Easter, arriving Saturday 14th
April. In order to allow them to meet as
many of our congregation and community
as possible,and to become more familiar with
our parish activities, we will hold the Annual
General Meeting of Christ Church on Sunday
15th April, following the 10:30 service.
The British Burial Fund AGM will as usual
be held on the same day.
During the week following the AGM, our
former Chaplain and recent locum, Rev.
Canon John Saunders, will return to Rio
to serve as locum until mid-June. His wife
Judith will be joining him here in early May.
Just to remind you, Ben and his family will
arrive 15th July, to take up residence at the
vicarage and begin his ministry with us.

Deserving causes
We are using this interim period to give you

some information about the Institutions
and Charities that are supported within
the Christ Church outreach program; 10%
of our revenue is put aside to help these
organizations.
One deserving cause is Reencontro – a
Christian-based organisation set up about
30 years ago, at which Gaynor Smith has
been a volunteer worker for many years.
Reencontro provides daycare, a student centre,
medical care, vocational training, counseling
and rehabilitation services and funeral
arrangements in Niteroi. Donations of food,
clothes, cleaning supplies, office supplies and
educational equipment are always welcome.
You can provide IT support or give some toys
for the younger children.
The daycare on the Morro Boavista in Niteroi
at present has 35 children under the age of
seven. The numbers will only increase when
their financial situation stabilizes. They need
prayer and practical help to keep on running.
It is quite a large community and there are
many children who would benefit from
being in the daycare. A group will possibly
come from Northern Ireland in July 2012

to do repair work on the daycare such as
fixing playground equipment, painting walls,
fixing roofs and fences around the sports
court. The centre also needs food, office
supplies, educational toys, sheets for little
mattresses. Above all, this daycare has been
a good Christian witness in a community
where there is so much need. The medical
outpatient clinic in the center of Niteroi gives
medical consultations at reduced prices. The
vocational training center offers courses
at affordable prices also, on the outskirts
of Niteroi. Pray that God will provide the
finances necessary to keep this project
running.
Contact Gaynor at <gaynorrs@uol.com.br>,
tel. 2617 8867 or Reencontro (in Portuguese)
tel. 2620 0228, <www.reencontro.org.br>. A
donation to Christ Church will also help us
to continue supporting this charity.
Boys’ Town near Petrópolis – Recent
changes due to government restrictions
and ruling have meant a change in the
Boy’s Town profile. We no longer continue
as a Shelter with boys in full-time care, but
are now reaching out to whole families
“at risk” with a Kindergarten for about
200 children and a full-time whole day
crêche catering for up to 45 babies and
very young children, whose mothers need
to go out to work to sustain the family. For
more information contact Noreen Smith at
<ronosmith@gmail.com>.

The Whiffs
The Whiffenpoofs were founded in
1909 in New Haven, Connecticut.
Over 100 years later, the Whiffenpoofs
continue their proud tradition
of outstanding musicianship and
exceptional
entertainment.
Each

It was this School that Paul began
to transform by the sheer exercise
of vision and leadership in 1990-92
during his years as Head of the Senior
School. In these few years he created a
full Senior School, by not only leading
the pioneering integration of the
Segundo Grau curriculum, creating
the only serious Ensino Médio with
Classes 9-11 in an international school
at the time (some would say to date…)
taught by a multinational group of
teachers, but also developing the IB
programme. The School, as we know it
today, was born there. No wonder why
10

11

WE ALL HAVE A GOD; WHO IS YOURS?

GET RUNNING, LONDON!

JEREMY LOVELACE

KIRAN RANDHAWA

I had a quick look online at the Merriam Webster Dictionary
definition of God and I was very struck by definition number
3. A person or thing of supreme value.

If we look at our lives and the lives of those around us, we
can see that there is always one thing, one thought, maybe
one person, which stands above all others
Great science and rational thinking have
as having supreme value. These things are
Leadership can
produced all of the material comforts of our
the idols of our lives. For some this ‘thing’,
modern world. The great minds of medicine,
or idol, is the mental framework through
only come from
engineering and technology have crafted
which we view and interpret ourselves and
a world that has lead to a steady rise in life
all of our experiences. For others, it becomes
the realm of
expectancy for the average human being.
the benchmark for success and source of
We would still be in caves, living short and
validation. Indeed, as the earth has its
the irrational
violent lives were it not for man’s ingenuity
magnetic north, every man and woman
and resourcefulness. However, while science,
alive has something, (be it value or idea) or
reason and rationality are excellent tools to help us navigate
someone
to
which
they subordinate everything else.
the challenges posed by the material world, they are only tools.
One of the huge challenges that we face as inheritors of
enlightenment thinking, which not only embedded the
scientific rational process into the thought life of the common
man, but turned it into an ideology, is that we forget this. We
grew up on a diet of cynicism regarding faith and we are now
reductionist in our approach to reality, i.e. “If I can’t see it or
touch it, it doesn’t exist”. But scientific rationalism as its own
ideology is nihilism, cynicism. For example, anyone who
says they only accept and trust things that can be affirmed
by scientific rationalism but appreciates the arts is amusingly
inconsistent in their world view, like a man telling you he is a
vegetarian while eating a hamburger!

Motivation
The fact is, almost everyone doffs their cap to the immeasurable
in some way in their lives. And truly, it is not the scientific
method that motivates mankind, rather we are always
motivated by something subjective. Indeed, it is fair to say that
science and rationality are tools that always act in service to
the world of the subjective -- the world of faith, art, ideology,
motivation, leadership and aesthetics. We know this as we look
through history, and perhaps instinctively when we look at the
lives of those around us.

For my visiting friend, the thing of supreme value is the idea
of a relationship with the perfect woman. The romantic ideal
is a hugely popular god of the modern world. Others define
themselves by their career, others from the control that they
believe they can exert over their lives, others from their sense
of independence and the circular, new age idea of believing in
yourself. Perhaps the saddest of all, are those who so deeply
reject the possibility of being validated and loved that they
stake their faith in the belief that the universe is meaningless
and chaotic and that we are nothing more than a cosmic
accident.

A world of multiple gods
So in this world of multiple competing gods, what does the
Christian faith have to say? Well, it calls it like it is. The
challenge for atheists is, that with regard to the world of
experience, Christianity is absolutely and irrefutable true! Our
Christian faith tells us that all of these gods are inadequate
and false. They are not up to the task of adequately guiding us,
because they are built on foundations of sand and not of rock.
They are finite and fragile. They don’t guide consistently and
inherent in them is the impossible hope of being satisfied by
their attainment.

At the most mundane level, my friend, who is a banker, applies For example, have you ever met a REALLY successful, fulfilled
every neuron in his rational scientific brain to doing a good and happy nihilist? I haven’t. I’ve had the good fortune in
job and making money. However, if you ask him why, he will my travels to meet many men and women who have happy,
tell you he does it so he can buy things to impress women! In fulfilling and sometimes high-achieving lives, and I can safely
say that not one of them has a morbidly
his case, his core ideology, the object of his
faith if you like, is the pursuit of the perfect All of these gods are cynical view of the universe. On the flipside,
I also know a lot of ferociously intelligent
woman!
inadequate and false men and women whose lives get stuck in first
gear and who, because of their fundamental
Those bastions of rational thinking, the
world’s top business schools, have come to accept the limits negativity and cynicism, are unable to receive inspiration,
of rationality in the study of management and leadership. I unable to inspire others and lack any sort of direction.
can actually affirm this first hand from my recent studies on
an MBA program. In the leadership module, the final chapter In contrast to these false idols -- gods with foundations in sand,
of the core reading material concludes that leadership can hopes placed in this temporal world -- stands the great and
only come from the realm of the irrational. Understanding unique claim of Christianity that there is only one thing that
motivation and leadership in a scientific way has seemingly is worthy of worship. There is only one thing that is capable of
bearing the burden of holding supreme worth, and crucially,
eluded some of the finest minds in academia!
only one thing that can stand as our source of hope and
So what is the implication of our understanding that science validation. Against the backdrop of all the temptations and
and rationality are always subordinate to the world of the false idols of the world stands the resurrected Jesus Christ in all
subjective? Well, crucially for our understanding is that his Glory, who says, “I am your God, seek no other God before
EVERYBODY, even atheists, believes in SOMETHING. We all me.”
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Dame Kelly Holmes today [20 January 2012] called on
everyone in the capital to run a mile and help transform lives
as hundreds backed the Evening Standard’s campaign to Get
London Running. As our Dispossessed Fund joined forces
with Sport Relief, more than 2,000 people signed up to run
Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile and raise cash for those who
need it the most.
Runner Dame Kelly, who became Britain’s first woman to
win a double Olympic gold at the same Games, said: “Get
out there and do it. Running a mile with your friends and
family is a great way to get active and have some fun. But the
best bit is that all the money you raise will help people living
really tough lives. We’ve come a long way but there’s still so
much more to be done.”

30,000 will run
The Standard’s campaign was also backed by Blue Peter
presenter Helen Skelton, currently trekking 500 miles
across Antarctica for Sport Relief, and TV host Claudia
Winkleman, who will be presenting a night of entertainment
to raise money for the charity. Both urged the capital to “get
running”.
Dame Kelly added: “The cash raised via Sport Relief helps
change countless lives for the better. That money is spent
right here in London, throughout the whole of the UK and
across the world’s poorest countries. I have been lucky
enough to be able to see first-hand the difference that money
can make. I’d encourage readers to get out there and do all
they can to support Sport Relief. This is a massive year for
British sport. I think the public will really get behind this
year’s campaign and get us off to a flying start.”
About 30,000 people are expected to run the London Mile
on Sunday, 25th March. Participants can choose to run one
mile, three miles or six miles of the route along The Mall. A
host of famous faces have signed up for races taking place
on the same day across the UK. Londoners Daniel Hobbs
and Zara Radcliffe were two of the first to sign up for the
London Mile.
Miss Radcliffe, 21, a chef from Holland Park, will be running
the three-mile event with a group of friends. She said: “I was
roped in by one of them and even though I am very unfit
I agreed to do it as it is for an amazing cause. I do need to
practise running, though, as I am a smoker, I don’t exercise
and have never run a race before. “We plan to raise at least
£500 and may even do it in our swimming costumes to get
more sponsors.”
Mr Hobbs, 36, from Croydon, has raised the most money
so far, achieving £337 of his £1,000 target. The IT company
technical director said: “I run a lot but felt, as this is the
Olympic year, it was a good chance to get more involved
in sport. At the same time, it’s great knowing I am giving
something back.” More than 190 London projects have
received grants thanks to £6 million raised in 2010.
The Dame Kelly Holmes Legacy Trust, which helps to
create “life chances” for vulnerable young people through
mentoring and personal development programmes, was
one of them. The athlete said the money has made a “big

Dame Kelly Holmes, Team GB 2012 Ambassador

difference in changing many kids’ lives”. She added: “We
are making a massive difference to really vulnerable young
people. “If most of us had to go through what those kids
have, we’d be struggling too.”

London Letter

Science vs Faith

Recently, one of my oldest friends came to stay with me here
in Rio. He is a super guy but he grew up with a militantly
atheist father, so when we talk about Christianity his kneejerk reaction is to repeat the mantra of atheists and cynics
throughout the ages, that it is all a load of rubbish for weak
people, and he believes in science! I’ve heard this so many
times and it seems to be a mantra that can undermine the faith
of a huge number of baptised Christians.

take a leap of faith somehow,
and we have to in order to live
our lives. The question is then,
in what direction are we to
direct this leap of faith?

By bike to the South Pole
Ms Skelton, at present 17 days into her challenge to reach
the South Pole, called on people to join the London Mile and
“help change lives”. The presenter, who is skiing and snowbiking for about 14 hours a day, said: “I have set myself a big
challenge for this year’s Sport Relief by attempting to travel
500 miles across Antarctica to reach the South Pole. “But you
don’t have to do anything quite so extreme to get involved.
Just enter the Sport Relief Mile in London. Whenever I am
finding it tough out here I think how every step I am taking
is helping to change lives. By taking part in the Sport Relief
Mile you can do the same.” Ms Skelton, who reached the
South Pole on Sunday 22 January, said she is now facing the
“toughest part”: of her journey as temperatures plummet to
as low as -48C. “It’s getting colder by the day and you have
to be careful about getting frostbite,” she told the Standard.
“That’s the scariest part. I panic when my fingers get numb
or I can’t feel my toes because you could get frostbite in
a matter of minutes. It’s exhausting, mentally as well as
physically.”
Ms Winkleman has already signed up to run the London
Mile with her three children and their friends. She urged
Evening Standard readers to get involved in it – “even if you
have to walk”. She added: “You don’t have to sprint it or be
a brilliant runner. You could take five days to walk it if you
want. It will be brilliant fun and every single penny raised
is used.
“It can change lives in London. There are some people in
the capital who really need looking after and all of these
people can benefit from somebody just turning up to
run the mile, walk it or even buy a pair of socks in aid of
Sport Relief. If all you can do is raise 50p you have done
a fantastic thing and have contributed to changing a life.”
[Evening Standard 20 Jan. 2012]
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FRANKENSTEIN FLU DEBATE

Engineered flu no more dangerous than
normal?

Newly engineered highly transmissible
H5N1 strain ignites controversy

Canadian Press, 25 Jan.2012

American College of Physicians, 26 Jan. 2012

The currently circulating H5N1 virus has an extremely
high case-fatality rate, killing about 60 percent of the over
500 confirmed human cases [since 2003]. However, unlike
seasonal flu, to date H5N1 has not easily spread between
humans. Recently, two scientific teams (not associated with
the Annals perspectives authors) engineered the H5N1
virus to make it readily transmissible between ferrets. This
means that it may be possible to make it easily transmissible
between humans as well. Controversy has emerged about
the safety and appropriateness of this research.

Lab ferrets

could result in catastrophe. The work was done to increase
scientific knowledge of H5N1. But there is no scientific
evidence that a strain like the one developed in the laboratory
will ever occur naturally. Dr. Inglesby suggests that the harm
of the research therefore outweighs the benefits. [But see
story below. – Ed]
“If we are asking society to take the substantial and
unprecedented risks associated with a human-transmissible
H5N1 strain with a nearly 60 percent case-fatality rate,
we had better have a compelling, concrete, and realistic
public health justification for it,” Dr. Inglesby writes. If
experimentation must continue, he recommends very
restricted use, like the approach that has been taken with
smallpox.

The US National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity
(NSABB) has recommended that the H5N1 research be
published, but with significant editing. Specifically, journals
should publish the work without the detailed methods,
to reduce the risk of replication and
deliberate misuse. This recommendation
has divided the scientific community
into those who are for censorship, and If it escaped the laboratory
and spread as widely as
those against.

seasonal flu, it could kill

Andrew T. Pavia, MD, Chief of the
Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
at the University of Utah Health Sciences
Center and Primary Children’s Hospital,
authored the second Annals perspective
on the topic.

In the first Annals perspective, Thomas
hundreds of millions
V. Inglesby, MD, CEO and Director of
Dr. Pavia argues that the H5N1 virus
the Center for Biosecurity of University
may not be as easy to transmit between
of Pittsburgh Medical Center, writes
humans as some speculate. With regard
that the potential consequences of an engineered human for the use of H5N1 as a bioweapon, Dr. Pavia suggests that
transmissible H5N1 strain are stunning. If the newly the scenario may be unlikely. To manipulate H5N1 as a
engineered strain were to escape the laboratory and spread weapon, the terrorist would need substantial scientific skill
as widely as seasonal flu, it could endanger the lives of and knowledge of precise methods used in the studies.
hundreds of millions of persons.
He writes that with proper safeguards, these and future
Whether the virus escapes the lab by accident or on purpose, studies should proceed and can increase critical scientific
the highly contagious and deadly nature of the mutant strain understanding of influenza. Currently, there is not a
transparent and thoughtful mechanism to
ensure the provision of details only to those
with a legitimate need for the data and to
decide who those people are. Dr. Pavia thus
generally agrees with the approach taken
by the NSABB and argues creating more
dangerous pathogens in a laboratory has
its purpose. According to Dr. Pavia, “We
must have a careful and balanced approach
that is neither too timid in permitting the
performance and sharing of critical research
nor too naive in confronting the biosecurity
issues posed by that research.”
Meanwhile the investigators themselves have
announced a 60 day self-moratorium on their
research while debate continues.
[More information: <www.annals.org>]
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In his commentary, Kawaoka revealed that his laboratory at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison made a hybrid virus,
fusing the hemagglutinin protein (the H in a flu virus’s
name) from H5N1 onto the human H1N1 virus that caused
the 2009 pandemic. The H1N1 virus spreads easily among
people but H5N1 currently does not.

Yoshihiro Kawaoka

Ron Fouchier

(Journals’ pre-publication bans don’t apply to presentations
made to scientific conferences.) Fouchier’s team forced
evolution of an H5N1 virus in ferrets, getting it to the point
where it easily transmitted among the animals. It was a full
H5N1 virus -- it was not a hybrid -- and it was fatal to at least
some of the animals. His paper is to be published in Science.

Health

Health

Scientists have engineered a new strain of H5N1 (commonly
known as bird flu) to be readily transmitted between
humans. Two perspectives being published early online
in Annals of Internal Medicine, the flagship journal of the
American College of Physicians, raise concerns about if and
how this research should be continued, and how the data
should be shared for the benefit of public health.

In a commentary in the journal Nature, flu virologist
Yoshihiro Kawaoka argued the work he and other high
level influenza scientists do, to try to puzzle out why some
flu viruses spread in humans while others don’t, is too
important to be shelved. “Our work remains urgent -- we
cannot give it up,” wrote Kawaoka, who up until now has
made no comment on the controversy that is pitting flu
scientists against the community of biosecurity experts,
some of whom insist no further transmission studies on the
dangerous H5N1 flu virus should be undertaken.

His team found the viruses came together readily, and But before Science and Nature could publish the works, the
spread easily among ferrets kept in separate cages. Ferrets panel of biosecurity experts advised the U.S. government
are considered the best animal model for predicting how a to ask the journals not to publish the full research details,
flu virus will act in humans. And that type of study is meant saying to do so would be to print recipes for potential
to show whether viruses can spread in the way they do in bioterror weapons. The journals and the scientists have
people – by being propelled through the air by coughing or grudgingly held off. But the flu community and some others
sneezing. But while it was highly transmissible, Kawaoka’s in the science world have objected to the decision, saying to
mutant virus did not kill the ferrets. In fact, it was no more hold back the full details of the studies will impede science
that needs to be done.
pathogenic to the animals than the 2009
H1N1 virus, Kawaoka said. “Our results
In the hopes of creating room for a
... show that not all transmissible H5 HAcompromise, last week 39 leading flu
possessing viruses are lethal,” he wrote.
Our results show that
scientists – including Kawaoka and
HA is the short form for hemagglutinin
not
all
transmissible
H5
Fouchier – announced they would
used by flu scientists.
observe a voluntary 60-day moratorium

viruses are lethal

Kawaoka – who also has an appointment
at the University of Tokyo – runs one
of two labs caught up in this roiling
controversy. The other is run by Dutch virologist Ron
Fouchier of Erasmus Medical Centre in Rotterdam.
Fouchier called Kawaoka’s findings “completely unexpected.”

“I would have guessed that if you would have put a highly
pathogenic HA on the pandemic H1N1 that you would get a
virulent virus. And clearly that’s not the case,” Fouchier said,
though he noted he hasn’t read the study and doesn’t know
the full details of the work. The findings suggest a couple of
things, Fouchier said in an interview from Rotterdam.
The first is a point that Kawaoka also made. If a hybrid of this
constellation of genes -- the H5 hemagglutinin with seven
genes from the pandemic H1N1 virus -- were to emerge “we
may not have to fear as much as we would think,” Fouchier
said. But another point he made sounded a more chilling
note. He observed that the combination of his work and
Kawaoka’s shows that there are at least two different routes
that the H5N1 virus could take to become one that is easily
transmitted among mammals -- and perhaps people.
“We now show in completely independent studies in two
completely different ways that we cannot say that H5 will
never gain the ability to go aerosol transmissible,” Fouchier
said. “There are now already two very easy paths for achieving
it.” Fouchier has been front and centre in the debate over
whether to publish these two studies, having previewed his
own findings last fall at an influenza conference in Malta.

(from 20th Jan.) on H5N1 transmission
studies. The idea was to give the global
community time to sort through the
troubling issues the work raises.

The World Health Organization, which has been asked to
help mediate the problem, has said it will convene a meeting
of technical experts in Geneva in mid-February, probably
16-17th Feb. A representative of the US National Science
Advisory Board on Biosecurity will also be invited to attend,
Fukuda has said.
In his commentary, Kawaoka argued that trying to
disseminate the full details of his and Fouchier’s work on a
need-to-know basis – the U.S. proposal – will be unworkable.
And he said redacting the studies won’t eliminate the
possibility that the information will become public. “There
is already enough information publicly available to allow
someone to make a transmissible H5 HA-possessing virus,”
he warned.
[Read more: <http://www.ctv.ca/CTVNews/Health/20120125/
bird-flu-research-controversy-120125/#ixzz1kf5GEZf1>]

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE:
BCSRIO@BCSRIO.COM.BR
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FAMOUS NAMES IN THE GAMBOA ENGLISH CEMETERY

OPINION SURVEY ABOUT THE UMBRELLA

CHRIS HIEATT
There are some famous people buried in Gamboa, but unless
you search diligently they are hard to find. Cross-referencing
with international databases is required, and you have to
know what you are doing. This is best done by genealogists,
and this year the cemetery had the good luck to be visited
by Tony Martin, an experienced Australian genealogist,
whose hobby is photographing headstones and discovering
links between families in various countries. At no cost to the
Burial Fund, he has photographed all our headstones, and
created a database, which will be enormously useful, not just
as information, but to correct our burial register, and fill in
many of the blanks on the map that we also commissioned
this year, showing all the graves in the cemetery.
In sector 2 of the cemetery, grave No. 1274, is buried
Louis François Lecesne, born in France in 1759, and
buried in Gamboa in 1823 [He and his family must have
been Protestants, to have been barred from the Catholic
cemeteries in Rio. – Ed]. A French doctor, he is considered
one of the pioneers in introducing coffee to Brazil early in
the 19th century. He started out as a coffee planter in São
Domingos (Haiti), where he had two large coffee farms,
giving him wealth and a knowledge of the techniques of
coffee planting. After fleeing the Slave Revolution in Haiti
in 1791, he continued planting coffee, this time in Havana
(Cuba), but in 1801 he was forced to leave the island after
France invaded Spain, during the Napoleonic Wars. He lived
for a time in the USA, in England, in France, and again in
Cuba, and arrived in Rio de Janeiro in 1816. Lecesne had
plans to develop coffee planting in Brazil, but Emperor Dom
João refused to support his project, opting instead for the
development of wheat farming, which in the end was not
so successful. Lecesne established the ‘Fazenda São Luis’
coffee farm in Gávea, on the slopes of the Tijuca mountain
(today known as Gávea Pequena, on the road up to the Alto
da Boa Vista, which starts in São Conrado). He settled there
with his family in 1817, and according to descriptions given
by various travelers, his property was one of the best and
most productive. Dutchman Charles Alexandre Moke
(also buried in Gamboa – grave No.1036/2) joined up with
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1.Your Name:
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1 = Not……
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4 Corners and more…Community News
Photos of Community Events
The Lecesne grave is located in this sector

Lecesne, and together they cleared the area and planted
100,000 coffee trees. This served as an example to others,
and Brazil became the largest producer and exporter of
coffee in the world.
Lecesne died in 1823, leaving the farm to his heirs. With the
growth of farming and the move of coffee planting to the
Paraíba Valley in the 1830s, coffee growing in Gavea started
to decline. The original forest had been destroyed to make
way for coffee farms, but Tijuca Forest was replanted by
Major Manuel Gomes Archer in the second half of the 19th
century in a successful effort to protect Rio’s water supply,
and forest once more covered the slopes of the mountain.
The original farm land was split up among various owners,
and in 1916 part was sold to City Hall, in the then Federal
District, for 40 “contos de réis”. The plan was to transform
the area into a “holiday camp” for the practice of sport. It
eventually became a playground for Mayors and Presidents
of Brazil, such as Washington Luis (1869/1957), who lived in
the mansion. Gávea Pequena is today the official residence
of the Mayor of Rio de Janeiro. There is a pool, tennis court,
football field, a tree-house for children, a waterfall, chapel, an
orchard, and an area of 131,000 square meters of replanted
Atlantic Forest.

Around Rio
Christ Church Letter
Charities
Looking Back (historical)
London Letter / UK News
Commonwealth Page
Sports
Books
Theatre (Ewa Procter)
Off the Beaten Track (Henry Adler)
Good Listening (Martin Hester)
Nature / Science Page (Jack Woodall)
Finance / Investment (Quentin Lewis)
Health
Obituaries
Letters to the Editor
Puzzles (Crossword/Sudoku)
Community Calendar
Advertisements
Editorial (Jack Woodall)
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10. Do you like having the Umbrella printed and delivered to you free?

Yes

No

Comment

11. Would you prefer if it were only digital and you read it on your computer?
12. Why?
13. Do you think the effort to publish the Umbrella every month is worthwhile?
14. Add anything else you wish….
Thanks so much for your opinion!
Send this in to bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br or mail to Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro 22281-030 to participate in the prize draw!
If you want to compete for a prize, but don't want to give your name, put some codename in the Box (1), and we'll put in the Enews who were the winners…
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JAIPUR LITERARY FESTIVAL
Rushdie, Oprah and
disappointment
When I set off from Delhi to cover the
Jaipur Literature Festival (my first art
beat assignment) I was full of enthusiasm
as controversial British-Indian author
Salman Rushdie was expected to
participate in the event. I had planned a
sequence of photographs on the growing
“Lit Fest” but all my planning turned out
to be the proverbial “castle in the air”.

G.S. Sandhu, writing on behalf of the
Rajasthan government, says allegations,
first reported in The Hindu, that local
intelligence officials invented the plot to
kill Salman Rushdie are untrue, and that
these warnings were made on the basis of
reports provided by “intelligence channels
as also from the Union Home Ministry”.
He also asserts that the State government
took these threats “very seriously”.

The festival’s invitation to Rushdie,
whose 1988 novel The Satanic Verses is
banned in India, sparked protests from
some Muslim groups who said he had
offended their religious sentiments.
Rushdie made headlines in Indian
media much before his arrival in the
country. Muslim organizations in Jaipur
threatened to hold protests if Rushdie was
allowed into the country, and permitted
to speak at the festival. The author and
the organizers of the event maintained
that Rushdie would participate.

For five reasons, his denial does not stand
scrutiny: First, the Intelligence Bureau
warning referred to by Mr. Sandhu itself
says only two individuals were planning
to “target” Mr Rushdie, not to stage an
act of life-threatening violence against
him. The specific targeting described in
the IB report is a reward by a religious
leader for throwing a shoe, which surely
does not need terrorists or underworld
hit-men, nor poses a threat to Mr.
Rushdie’s life.

The situation was shaping into a faceoff between the literary circles and the
Muslim organization and I was hoping
to get a few good pictures. With shoethrowing becoming the fad form of
protest in India – Rahul Gandhi, heirapparent of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty,
being the latest victim – I readied myself
to get the best shot if Rushdie faced a
similar fate during his presence at the
event.

Author [Salman Rushdie]
would not attend the event
in person after reported
assassination threats

Remetente:
(From)
Endereço:
(Address)

Then, suddenly, came the announcement
that the author would not attend
the event in person after reported
assassination threats against him.
There was a brief flutter when some
authors read passages from Rushdie’s
banned book but there was nothing of
great significance for a photojournalist in
it. Hopes of getting some good pictures
were revived when the organizers of the
festival said Rushdie would address the
gathering through video conferencing –
enough incitement for his opponents to
renew their protest call.
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The Editor of The Hindu replies:

Second, in a January 24 briefing to
journalists in New Delhi, senior
Union Home Ministry officials denied
providing any intelligence warnings of a
threat to Mr. Rushdie’s life.
Third, the Rajasthan Police neither
referred whatever warnings it received
to the Maharashtra Police for action, nor
took any itself. Nor did it question the
two individuals purportedly holding out
a threat to Mr. Rushdie’s life… It would
be incredible, indeed, if the Rajasthan
Police did not even seek to question two
individuals it believed were involved in a
plot to murder anyone, let alone one of
the world’s most eminent authors.

To my utter dismay, even the video
conferencing did not materialize. I
will not delve into the politics of what
happened at the Jaipur Literature Festival
but for me, as a photojournalist, it was a
damp squib….

Fourth, the Maharashtra Police DirectorGeneral has stated that his force had no
intimation of a threat to Mr. Rushdie’s
life… Even if the Rajasthan Government
did not see it fit to discuss an
assassination plot with the Maharashtra
Police, it beggars belief that it would not
have informed the city police.

However the presence of TV host
Oprah Winfrey and playwright Sir Tom
Stoppard and other renowned authors
and speakers made up for some of the
disappointment.

None of this suggests that there was a
credible threat to Mr. Rushdie’s life, or
that the Rajasthan government itself
believed there was a serious threat.

Salman Rushdie in 2012

Freedom of speech in India

Books

Para:
The British & Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030
Rio de Janeiro, RJ

Altaf Bhatjanuary

Allegations of death threat

William Dalrymple [excerpts]
The 2012 festival happened to coincide
with a razor-edge election in the allimportant north Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh, a poll in which the vote of the
Muslim community was deemed to be
crucial.
All this meant that when, at Rushdie’s
request, we announced his name
on our website, and when Maulana
[learned Muslim scholar] Nomani of
Deoband then called for Rushdie to be
banned from India, not a single Indian
politician was willing to state clearly
and unequivocally that he was welcome
in the country in which he was born,
which he loved, which he had celebrated
in his fiction and to whose literature
he had made such a ground-breaking
contribution.
In other ways too things had got much
more difficult since 2007 [the last
Festival]. The commitment of Indian
politicians to maintaining artistic and
intellectual freedom seemed to be
becoming ever weaker. In the past few
months, Joseph Lelyveld’s distinguished
book on Gandhi had been banned in
the state of Gujerat, AK Ramanujan’s
great study of the Ramayana had been
removed from the syllabus of Delhi
university, and the country’s most
revered modern artist, MF Husain,
had died in exile in Dubai after Hindu
fundamentalists had hounded him out
of the country with a rash of lawsuits and
attacks on him and his work. In almost
all cases, the politicians had encouraged
the protesters rather than protecting
the writers and artists, using draconian
colonial legislation intended to stop
religious riots to silence the creative
voice.
[From the <guardian.co.uk>, Thursday
26 January 2012. William Dalrymple was
co-director of the Festival]
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Classified ads
REAL ESTATE

LONDON OLYMPICS RENTAL : 2-bed/2bath flat in Chelsea, sleeps
up to 6. Fully equipped: washer/dryer, dishwasher, linens, etc.
Wireless internet. Close to cultural events and Olympic venues:
Earl’s Court, Horseguards’ Parade, The Mall, and just 45 minutes
by tube to Olympic Stadium. Email verbavox@gmail.com or CALL
(21) 8752-8702.

SERVICES

Calendar

Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.
experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. BrazilianBritish CLINICAL Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF
arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS - bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by phone (21) 9966.9494
or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com
Bilingual Asst. Teacher (English/Portuguese) w/ 19 years experience in special education in American public school system
seeking employment in Rio. Available for immediate contract.
Please contact via E-mail: moey10@hotmail.com
Bilingual Laboratory Asst. (English/Portuguese) with years of
experience in phlebotomy and sample sorting and lab preparation w/computer experience seeking employment in Rio. Available for immediate contact via E-mail: moey10@hotmail.com
Spectacular inspiring and relaxing yoga holiday retreat,
one week of Yoga with Gary Carter and Sharon Farah in Huzur
Vasisi May 7-14 www.yogaunion.co.uk

EARLY DEADLINE
for the next issue.

PLEASE NOTE that because of
Carnaval this has to be

Thursday, 23rd February.”
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FEBRUARY

07 InC New Members Gathering 10am
09 InC Historic house tour (sold out)
10 InC Farewell dinner for Mary Pinner 1pm
14 Valentine’s Day (12 Feb. in USA, 12 June in Brazil)
15 InC Cafezinho 10am
16 BCS/AmSoc/InC Whiffenpoof Concert 6:30pm
18-21 Holiday Carnaval
22 Half-holiday Ash Wednesday (until noon)
24 InC General Meeting 10:30am
29 Leap Year Day: ladies take note

MARCH

13 AmSoc/InC Speaker Series 7pm
15 InC Cafezinho 10am
30 InC General Meeting 10:30am

APRIL

03 InC New Members Gathering 10am
06 Holiday – Good Friday (Paixão)
08 Easter Sunday
10 InC Cafezinho 10am
21 Holiday – Tiradentes (Brazilian Martyr for
National Independence)
23 Holiday – São Jorge (Rio de Janeiro only)
27 InC General Meeting 10:30am

