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FROM THE EDITOR

FORECASTING: THE
DANGEROUS ART
I write this before Christmas, having just
received an e-mail from a friend in
Calgary, Canada, complaining that the
temperature there is a freezing -35
degrees C (below zero), so where is this
much-vaunted Global Warming?
The year 2010 is forecast to be the
warmest since records began in the UK
in 1860, according to the Met Office. But
when we can’t rely on the meteorologists to tell us whether on not it will rain
next weekend, it’s the height of chutzpah for them to claim they know what
the New Year will bring, let alone what
the climate will be like 25 years from
now. However, here’s what an unlikely
believer said: “It is best to read the
weather forecast before praying for rain”
-- Mark Twain. For a 100% accurate prediction from a modern American comedian: “Weather forecast for tonight: dark”
-- George Carlin.
Let’s see what other famous and not-sofamous people have had to say about
forecasting. “I cannot forecast to you the
action of Russia. It is a riddle wrapped in
a mystery inside an enigma.” – Winston
Churchill. “Nobody, 20 years ago, forecast the Internet.” – Bryan Appleyard,
British journalist and author. And the

kybosher: "Prediction is very difficult,
especially if it's about the future." – Nils
Bohr, Danish Nobel laureate in Physics.
"I have seen the future and it is very
much like the present, only longer." -Kehlog Albran, pseudonym of the
authors of The Profit, a spoof on Khalil
Gibran’s The Prophet.
Note that forecasting is an art, not a science, so being a scientist I’m probably
the wrong person to attempt it.
Nevertheless, here goes.

Nobody knows if the world economy
will improve this year, nor how fast. For
many people round the world the chorus of Tennessee Ernie Ford’s song will
ring only too true:

Isn’t it so much easier to
forecast accurately from
the past!

You load sixteen tons, what do you get
Another day older and deeper in debt…

The year 2010 will see the football
World Cup played in South Africa (but I
won’t say whether Brazil will win); the
Winter Olympics will be held in
Vancouver, Canada in February and the
Commonwealth Games in New Delhi,
India, in October; there will be elections
in Brazil and the UK (and I won’t say
who will win those – but notice the priorities here). Those are all subject to
cancellation due to force majeure, but
nothing can stop an anniversary, and
2010 will see the following:

But we have to be optimistic, don’t we?
So, in the words of another song, by
Bob Marley, “Don’t worry -- Be happy!”
With our backs to the wall, let us
square our shoulders, chin up and gut
pulled in, with a stiff upper lip and our
heads held high, put our best foot forward and advance, keeping to the
straight and narrow, looking neither to
the right nor the left, overcoming all
odds, until we achieve our desired
objective – oh dash, I’ve run out of
clichés. Happy New Year anyway!

Societies INFO
The British & Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro - Rua Real
Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030. Secretary: Gaynor Smith. Office hours:
Mon to Fri from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm - Tel: 2537-6695 - Fax: 2538-0564 bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br - www.bcsrio.org.br
The American Society of Rio de Janeiro - Tel: 21 2125-9132
Contact: contact@amsocrio.org www.amsocrio.org
International Club of Rio de Janeiro - General Inquiries:
inquiries@incrio.org.br - President: president@incrio.org.br
www.incrio.org.br
The British School - BOTAFOGO: Rua Real Grandeza 87, 22281-030.
Tel: 2539-2717, Fax: 2266-5040 URCA: Av. Pasteur 429, 22290-240,
Tel: 2543-5519, Fax: 2543-4719. BARRA: Rua Mário Autuori 100, 22793-270,
Tel: 3329-2854 - http://www.britishschool.g12.br
Emails: edu@britishschool.g12.br and admissions@britishschool.g12.br
The American School - Estrada da Gávea 132, Gávea,
Tel: 2512-9830 - www.earj.com.br - admission@earj.com.br
Our Lady of Mercy School - Catholic American School in Botafogo Rua Visconde de Caravelas 48, Botafogo - Tel: 2266-8282 / 2266-8250 /
2266-8258 - www.olmrio.org
The St Andrew Society - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 President: Jimmy Frew - Tel: 2586-3413
jhf@scotbras.com.br - www.standrewrio.com.br
Christ Church - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 Tel: 2226-7332 chchurch@terra.com.br - http://christchurch.no-ip.org
The Royal British Legion - www.britishlegion.org.uk
www.bcsrio.org.br/activities/rbl.asp

2

JACK WOODALL

• 400th of Galileo Galilei's study of
sunspots in 1610;
• 200th of Mexico’s Independence and
100th of its Revolution;
• 150th of The Open Championships at St
Andrews (golf, not tennis – Wimbledon is
only 133 years old in 2010);
• centenaries of the
- founding of the Girl Guides by Agnes
Baden-Powell, sister of B-P, Lord Robert
Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts;
- publication of the book, The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz by Frank Baum;
- births of classic composers Frédéric
Chopin and Robert Schumann.

Disclaimer: The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for
claims made either in the ads or the classifieds, and the opinions expressed
in the articles published are those of the writers, and not of The Umbrella.
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General Elections are coming in 2010:
Have you registered to vote yet?

Registering to vote is simple and the process can be initiated online by downloading a registration form from the
About My Vote <www.aboutmyvote.co.uk> website. The form
should then be sent to the electoral registration office for
the area where you were last registered to vote. You can also
contact the electoral registration office directly and ask
them to send you an overseas voter registration form.

Consul General Tim Flear and
the staff at the British
Consulate General in Rio
de Janeiro would like to
wish a happy and
prosperous New Year
to members of the
British and
Commonwealth
Society.

Once registered, you can vote by post or proxy, which means
that even if you have some sort of difficulty in receiving or
returning your vote by mail in time, you can ask someone
you trust back in the United Kingdom to actually vote on
your behalf. And if they can’t make it to your polling station,
they can apply to cast that vote by post as well.
There are a number of sources online where you can
find information on how to register and exercise your
right to vote. The Electoral Commission website
<www.electoralcommission.org.uk> would be a place to start,
but if that does not work for you, try the Embassy’s website
<www.ukinbrazil.fco.gov.uk> or the website DirectGov
<www.directgov.gov.uk> – both of them carry additional
information.
Don’t miss out on the general election in 2010!

Importance of having a low carbon
economy

British Consulate

With general elections coming up in the UK in the first
part of 2010, some British citizens living in Rio might be
wondering about how to proceed to register and secure the
right to vote from abroad. If you are over 18 years of age
and have been registered to vote in the UK within the last
15 years, you can apply to be an overseas voter. This will
entitle you to vote for the UK and European Parliaments.
Bear in mind, though, you will not be able to vote in UK
local government elections or elections for the Scottish
Parliament, the Welsh Assembly or the Northern Ireland
Assembly.

View from the British Consulate window

20% of global GDP each year. Agreeing collectively to act
now, and pursuing the right courses of action to mitigate
climate change and adapt to its demands, reduces that figure to 1-2% of global GDP by 2050.
The 'costs' of taking action can also present huge economic opportunities. Globally, it is estimated that 'clean tech'
industries will be worth $700 billion by 2010. That is equal
to the value of the global aerospace industry. Countries
and companies which invest now in low carbon approaches will reap the benefits in the long term, as demands for
these goods and services will only increase.

Economic studies have made it very clear that the cost of
action against climate change now is small while the cost of
doing nothing is very great.
The Stern Review estimated the social, environmental and
economic impact of not taking immediate action on climate change to be equivalent to losing between 5% and

There are also short term jobs and growth opportunities
through 'smart' investments in energy efficiency and low
carbon infrastructure. Some countries have already started. That is why huge investments are going into wind turbines, carbon capture and storage, and electric vehicles.
The low carbon economy is, and will continue to be, a
source of UK employment, innovation and wealth-generation. The UK's environmental goods and services sector
already has an annual turnover of around £25 billion and
employs around 400,000 people.
Source: <www.fco.gov.uk>
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tant pianist/organist Denise at Christ
Church the day after Christmas. The
whole of the SCM and church congregation were invited to the ceremony
and a reception in the Jubilee Hall
afterwards.
Unfortunately,
The
Umbrella had to go to press before
that, so we don’t have any photos of
that special day, but we wish them
much joy and happiness.
Patti Tate and Derrick Phillips

AroundRio

• Many congratulations to BCS members Patti Tate, interpreter for royals,
and Derrick Phillips for passing out
among the top of the class in the
exceedingly difficult written and oral
exams for Tradutores Juramentados (Sworn
Translators, accredited to make official translations for legal purposes).
The official title is Tradutor Publico
Juramentado e Interprete Comercial -- Sworn
Public Translator and Commercial
Interpreter. The field was enormous;
in the English version, only 32 out of
956 candidates passed (Patti among
the top 6 with perfect scores), and less
than 60 passed in all the languages.
BCS is proud of them! They join the
ranks of illustrious BCS member Ana
Campbell and BCS Councillor Jane
Richardson, who are also sworn translators.
• Two of former Christ Church vicar
Simon Boxall’s sons and their wives
flew in to matar saudades at
Christmastide: Luke & Steph Rose,
and Joshua & Emily. Luke has recently graduated in geography and is still a
member of the Territorial Army.
Joshua – whose frame has filled out
considerably since he was a young boy
here – teaches music and is studying
for a degree in composing. Brothers
Nathan & Alex did not come to Rio;
Alex is a policeman and Nathan is
studying computer science at Bath
University. The news of Simon is that
a year ago he shaved off all his hair,
beard and moustache for charity, and
has not regrown his moustache!

Mary Crawshaw & grandson Alex Johansen in
Bergen, Norway

• Mary Crawshaw had the pleasure of
hosting three of her six grandchildren
at her sitio in the Sertão do Rio Bonito,
Friburgo, after Christmas. Besides
Johnny & Peter Gray with parents
Andy & Jenny from England, her third
grandson Alex Johansen, arrived in
Rio from Norway with friends. Alex
had just graduated in international
economic history from the Norwegian
School of Economics & Business
Administration in Bergen -- following
national service in the Arctic with the
coastguard, arresting Russian trawlers
poaching fish in Norwegian waters.
• Former Rio residents Bob (now
retired) and Sandi Beatson came over
from the Isle of Skye, and John &
Marilyn
Weston
came
from
Hampshire, to join Jeremy, Sue & Jo
Ribeiro dos Santos, Henry & Doris
Adler, Bob Campbell & Patti Tate for
a trip to the Fazenda Barranco Alto in
the Pantanal (see Off the Beaten Track
on p.22). Monday morning, we were
all on the road by 05:30 (except
Jeremy, who over-slept!) It was very
hot when we arrived -- the "feels like"
temperature was 53º C. -- but there
were very few mosquitoes. Many
laughs were had, many caipirinhas
drunk, many birds and beasts were

Ruy & Denise Wanderley

• Wedding bells on Boxing Day! SCM
and Christ Church Choirmaster Ruy
Wanderley tied the knot with choir
member, assistant conductor and assis-
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Intrepid Pantanal explorers with their steeds

seen. Bob B. composed a wonderful
song about Jeremy's Landrover (to the
tune of the Wild Rover --"It's nae, nae,
never, nae never no more, I will own a
Landrover, nae never, no more!",
Doris learnt to canoe and open gates,
and the British Community's intrepid
traveller, Henry, declined to fill up his
tank during a pit stop and ran out of
petrol 30 km short of Três Lagoas! So
a good time was had by all, no quarter
was given, and we were all still friends
by the end of the holiday. We managed to get Marilyn to Galeão on time
(imagine driving 1100 km to catch a
plane!), and Patti flew off at 6am the
next day for a UNESCO conference in
Belém.
• Holiday visitors: Tim & Jenny Harris
flew in on 10th December; Tim for
business, Jenny for pleasure. Chris &
Moira McLauchlan very kindly hosted
a dinner at the Spot for them, with the
Ribeiro dos Santos, Browns, Suzan
Carter, John Weston & daughter Rhia,
and Campbells, as the rain hosed
down. A weather break on Saturday, so
they managed to grab a little sun on
Jaguanum island. More business on
Monday, and then back to start their
new life in France. The visit was short,
but still gave Tim and Jenny a chance
to catch up on the gossip.
• Katie Ribeiro dos Santos arrived
from Lausanne, Switzerland. James
and Kiew Mooi Oram’s daughter Sue
May survived the airport chaos in
England and arrived on vacation; son
Sean returned permanently after
being away for 12 years. Charlie Steers
came in from London where he has
done the first part of his MBA at LSE.
Mike and Luciane Cobb came from
Canada with Nicholas and Natasha.
Cynthia Wynn-Jones (mother of
Nigel) visited in Teresópolis; Laurie
Henderson came from Santiago,
Chile, to spend Christmas with brother David and family. Jeni and Peter
Bodman-Morris
had
daughter
Daniella and her husband Ruy Castro,
plus Isabella and Rodrigo, over from
Portugal, and son Nick and wife Pati
from the Bahamas. Full house!

CRICKET & MOUNTAIN GORILLAS
Jack Woodall

With a population of 10 million,
Rwanda is a French-speaking country
in the heart of Africa, having six
cricket clubs and
which became, late
last year, the 54th
member
of
the
Commonwealth, and
the second to have
never been under
British colonial rule.
The
first
was
Mozambique, admitted years ago in
recognition of its sterling service in
supporting Britain’s boycotts of
South Africa and Rhodesia while
under apartheid regimes.
Rwanda is cursed with being the
home of two traditionally warring
tribes, the Hutu and the minority 6foot-tall Tutsi. After independence
in 1962 and a civil war culminating in
a horrendous genocide, the country
is now governed by President Paul
Kagame.
Those responsible for killing a million
moderate Hutus and Tutsis were
largely French speakers. Mr Kagame’s
Rwandan Patriotic Front rebel
movement, which now forms the
government, is primarily Englishspeaking. It largely consists of Tutsi
refugees, whose parents had fled
previous Hutu-led pogroms in the
1950s and 60s and settled in neighbouring English-speaking countries,
Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. English
is now an official language of Rwanda.
Kagame broke off diplomatic
relations with Paris over its previous
support for the hardline Hutu
government that masterminded the
genocide. “There are many benefits
for us in joining the Commonwealth,
cultural, economic, political,” he told
The Times then. “I am looking
forward to it.” His application was
endorsed by Tony Blair, whose

Cricket arrives
Introduced to the country in 2000,
the game has rapidly become the
most potent symbol of the country’s
drift away from the French-speaking
world and towards Britain. Members
of the Conservative Party's 43-strong
volunteering mission
donated six bags of kit
including bats, balls,
pads and stumps. "By
the time they join the
Commonwealth,
I
want every kid here to
know the lbw rule and
how to bowl a googly,"
Flag of Rwanda
said Naweed Khan, a
27-year-old Tory central office staffer
who helped set up the nationwide
Cricket Academy. “I think you can
say we have batted our way into the
Commonwealth,” said Charles Haba,
president of the Rwanda Cricket
Association, who has persuaded six
schools to start playing and has
gained affiliate status with the
International Cricket Board.
The Kicukiro Oval is the only cricket
ground in the country and its rudimentary pitch, where cows usually
graze, lies next to the infamous École
Technique, where 2,800 Tutsi men,
women and children were massacred
by marauding Hutus in the genocide
of 1994. “When we first started
playing, we found piles of bones on
the boundary over there,” said Julius
Mbaraga, captain and a founding
member of Right Guards, the
nation’s first cricket club. One early
game was interrupted after an
unexploded landmine was discovered
at silly mid-on. Many of the Tutsi
“boys” who grew up in exile learnt to
play cricket. When they finally
returned home, they brought the
game – and the English language –
with them. The game is now helping
to overcome some of the divisions left
by the genocide. The country’s five
teams contain Hutus, Tutsis and
several Rwandan Asians.
Andre Kayitera, 18, star batsman for the

Cricket at the Kicukiro Oval, Kigali, Rwanda

Young Tigers, agreed: “It is because
of cricket that I am learning English.
Cricket has brought me English. Now
I prefer to speak English, though I
am still better in French. Not for long
though, thanks to cricket.” Cricket
without Boundaries, a British charity
supported by Andrew Flintoff and
Gordon Brown, flew in to organise a
six-day coaches’ clinic in the country.
Its members were impressed by what
they found. “Our sessions were packed
and they were all so eager to learn,”
said Nick Lowles, a volunteer with
CWB. “The hope is we can help them
develop the game. They are so
enthusiastic but they have so little.
There is some great talent here,
although it is raw talent.” In April
2008, Rwanda made the semi-finals of
an International Cricket Council
tournament in South Africa, beating
Lesotho and Mozambique before
falling to Ghana, in its best performance up to then. Rwanda even has a
women’s cricket team, but it is not up to
the standard of the men’s and boys’.

Commonwealth

No, this isn’t about putting pads on an
endangered species and teaching it
to be a wicket-keeper – imagine how
intimidating that would be for the
batsman! It’s about tiny, landlocked
Rwanda. Rwanda was a Belgian colony,
famous for the Ruwenzori range of
4000-metre high extinct volcanoes,
the Mountains of the Moon, home to
some of the last remaining mountain
gorillas – which are now being
remorselessly hunted down for food.

Government became Rwanda’s
biggest donor, contributing £46
million a year. When told of
Rwanda’s proposed membership, the
former Prime Minister is reported to
have said: “Well, they do play cricket
don’t they?” Indeed they do – and
they all wear white duck, just like
cricketers always wore.

Rules of the game
The Commonwealth is supposed to
include only countries with a genuinely democratic form of government,
recognizing fundamental human
rights. Pakistan and Fiji have been
kicked out because of problems in
that area. It has been alleged that
President Kagame fiddled Rwanda’s
2003 elections, and that some
opposition members have been
terminated with extreme prejudice.
In September last year a French
judge issued arrest warrants for nine
of his close aides in relation to the
shooting down of the plane carrying
Rwanda's former president Jouvenal
Habyarimana in 1994. The judge
accused Kagame of ordering the
downing of the plane, which
contributed to triggering the 1994
ethnic massacres and genocide. He
will have to be seen to do more than
just win international cricket
tournaments if he wants his country
to remain in the Commonwealth.
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Family Christmas Party
Advertised as a traditional British
Christmas celebration, the party
kicked off quietly at 6-ish on a
fine, rain-less Saturday evening
with conversation among the early
arrivals. Robin Brown started the
ball rolling by singing to his
guitar, and entertainment was
non-stop from then on, MC’d by
the incomparable Stan Pickston,
who in his turn treated the
assembled
guests
to
wellremembered old-time songs and
music on a bugle given to him by
the Salvation Army and a silver Eflat horn (a bit like a dwarf tuba).
TBS’s Rice’n’Beans duo Mark
Archer and Peter Napthine played
their own compositions followed
by Christmas music, and Martin
Hester led a sublime a capella
quartet. Claire Cato, who with Sue
Weller ably entertained the
children in a separate room,
brought them suitably attired in
Nativity costumes to sing a carol,
followed by carol singing for all
led by Martin on the piano.
A premature glimpse of Father
Christmas (your Editor, whose
identity was leaked by the MC)
hiding in a room in the cloisters
led to squeals of delight and the
patter of little feet as children
tried to force their way in to see
him. He duly appeared in sandals,
grumbling about the heat and
str uggling to keep his pot belly
from falling down to his knees,
and distributed gifts from his sack
to lots of little girls and some
unaccountably shy boys. Santa in
his warm costume appreciated the
new air conditioning, which was
so Arctically effective it had to be
turned down by popular request.
The Jubilee Hall was festively
adorned
by
balloons
and
abundant paper chains, made by
TBS. The catering was topped off
by a delicious Christmas cake,
home baked and lavishly iced by
Noreen Smith, crowned with a
little Christmas crib which was
unfortunately never seen, because
the cake was cut in the kitchen

6

instead of in the Hall as planned.
Welcome
guests
from
the
American Society were Gerry and
Henriette Eigen, who only heard of
the party at the last minute
because neither the November nor
December editions of The Umbrella
had been collected by AmSoc for
distribution to their members. We
are assured that this distribution
problem will be fixed in 2010.
Gerry went home highly satisfied,
with one of the best raffle prizes.
The raffle of 30 prizes was held in
three installments, with each winner
drawing the next ticket from an urn
held by BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw
and announced by MC Stan.

Top prizewinners were:
• Susan Carter: gold pendant with
precious stones by Natalie Guerra
• Gerry Eigen: 2-night stay for 2 at
the Cachoeira Inn, Buzios from Matt
Marshall
• Silvia Chvaicer: weekend for 2 at
Pousada Bela Vista, Penedo
• Michael Royster: dinner for 2 at
Cipriani Restaurant, Copacabana
Palace
• Noreen Smith: feijoada for 2 at the
Copacabana Palace.
• John Jagger: dinner for 2 at Lord Jim.
Mike Royster and John Jagger won
three times and Robert Barclay
twice!
The party wound up at 10pm, with a
vote of thanks by Mary to event
organizer Henry Adler and his wife
Doris and to MC Stan, ably assisted
by Gaynor Smith and Elizabeth
Barnes; to Mike and Vanica Royster
and Steve Spencer for their sterling
work at the bar; to Claire Cato and
the children’s choir and all the
musicians for their entertainment;
Noreen Smith & Derrick Phillips for
their work at the door, and all those
who donated prizes for the raffle.
See centre spread for a selection of
photos by Jenny Byers.

AMERICAN SOCIETY
Holiday Party
Mix together Santa Claus, Christmas
tree, bells, balls, Christmas Carols,

and a bit of that Holiday cheer, and
’tis the season. At the AmSoc’s Holiday
party, you could find all the charm
and spirit of this special time of year,
the only notable exception being the
snow of course.
On Saturday 12th December
morning, many members and nonmembers of the American Society of
Rio de Janeiro woke up a little earlier
than usual to celebrate the festive
season at the Holiday Party held at
the Ipanema Tower Hotel. Usually
this jolly event is held in the
afternoon, but this year, at the
suggestion of some members of the
organizing committee, President
Lindsay Duval took a chance with a
novel idea and held the party in the
morning, from 9:00 to past noon.
The result was a strong turnout, with
many families bringing their
children to celebrate Christmas and
enjoy the last American Society event
of 2009. About 160 people were
present, including perhaps 25 very

excited children, a record attendance in recent years.
Teenagers from the American and
British school entertained the younger
ones, helping them decorate the
Christmas tree and bake cookies.
Santa Claus (called “Papai Noel” in
Brazil) was there to hand out candy
and take photos with the kids. Little
crocodile crayons and cards of “Jogo
da Memória” were provided by the
Outback Steakhouse.
Meanwhile, the adults had fun
meeting old and new friends while
talking about past and future
celebrations over sandwiches, pão de
queijo, fruit salad and other breakfast
treats.
A Christmas Holiday Party wouldn’t
be complete without Christmas
Carols of course, so Michael Royster
and some of the American Society’s
Board Members kicked off the
singing, soon to be joined
enthusiastically by the whole party.
Donations of food and toys were
received and later delivered to the
Mello Mattos School and to the Toys
for Tots donations organized by the

US Marines. In this magical season
that focuses on “giving”, Anna Whyte
came up with a heartwarming story of
her delivery of the food donations:
“We (Anna and her husband
Donald) finally found our way to Mello
Mattos and delivered all the left-over
perishable party food, the food donations
and lots and lots and lots of drinks.
Mello Mattos were having a Christmas
party for the children with a few drinks
and very little to eat. As the nun said
when I showed her all the food, "Thanks
to God!", they were very grateful and
almost in disbelief at what we delivered
(and the perfect timing). So not only did
we all have such a wonderful party that
morning, we made a tremendous
difference in so many other lives that day,
putting many smiles on faces with our
special ‘Christmas Delivery’. Many
thanks to everyone!”
The Coca Cola Company showed
their usual grand generosity,
furnishing all sorts of refreshments
too many to name, while WER plastic
ware donated the utensils used.
Genuine virgin eggnog was prepared
by Gerard Diviney, the Irish
Executive Chef of the Marriott Hotel
at cost and was delicious!

Any AmSoc event is bound to have a
raffle. This year the ticket sales for
the Christmas raffle began at the
Society’s Happy Hour Plus, in
October. Thus, there were more
than a few anxious faces holding
their breath for prizes, including an
American
Airlines
trip,
an
Amsterdam Sauer necklace and a
Club Med weekend stay in any of
their locations in Brazil.
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The American Society’s president,
Lindsay Duval, commanded the
raffle draw and thanked all the
members and sponsors for their help
throughout the year: “This was a very
good year for us, thanks for all your
help, and we look forward to sharing
more special moments in 2010”, said
Lindsay in closing.
Founded in 1917, The American
Society now has approximately 400
members. The Society helps
Americans and non-Americans who
live in Rio to learn about the
“Carioca” lifestyle. The society hosts
several parties during the year so that
its members can enjoy some
traditional American holidays, such
as Thanksgiving and Halloween
while away from the USA.
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Some took the Holiday party as an
opportunity to join as a new
member, while others renewed their
membership. In the coming year,
people can look forward to a
Valentine’s Day party in February,
and of course some Carnival events,
as well as many other parties later on,
already in the planning stages.

and more...
To find out more about The
American Society go to our website:
<www.amsocrio.org>. Your visit will be
most welcome.
[By Marília Sarkis, Contributing
Reporter, Rio Times Online, edited]

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Tropical Christmas Dinner
On Friday 11th December, InC held
this popular event in the Carioca
Room of the Sheraton Rio Hotel on
Niemeyer Avenue. This is a large
covered verandah overlooking the
pool, open to the cooling night
breeze off the sea, festively lit by
candles, with round tables for 8-10
people. The hot and cold buffet was
outstanding, the taped background
music provided by Bruno & Jackie
Stern was at a comfortable level that
permitted conversation, and there
were many prizes in the raffle. This
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was InC President Katharina
Germershausen’s farewell event
before leaving Rio.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Gala Dinner and Dance
(continued)
As the photographs in last month's
Umbrella showed, and a number of
readers can testify, the RBL Rio
Branch's highly successful and very
spirited Gala Dinner and Dance was
held on the 6th of November last in
the Golden Room at the renowned
Copacabana Palace Hotel, that once
again provided sumptuous fayre for
our enjoyment.
A small notice appeared last month
with photos, but we do wish to thank
all those involved in helping us,
hence this brief addendum.
The theme for the event rightly
honoured one of our own, John
Mason, combat veteran and stalwart
supporter of the Royal British
Legion through his unwavering
commitment to it over so many years,
and his inspired leadership as
President of the Rio de Janeiro
Branch. Of course, John would be
the first to say the unstinting help of
his wife, Audrey, made all the
difference. We were privileged to

have an insight into their lives by
means of the continuous projection
of photographs, old and new, and
John's exquisite drawings taken from
his wartime journal.
Such a splendid occasion would not
have been possible without the
talents and efforts of the Events SubCommittee, who did a fantastic job.
Our funds for the relief from
hardship for ex-service personnel
and their dependents in Brazil
received a significant boost, and the
Committee wish to thank those who
attended, made donations, bought
raffle tickets, mostly from the
marketing machine that is Audrey
Mason, and Poppies on the night
from Dee Heygate.
Our sincerest thanks also go to our
Sponsors: BG Brasil, BP Brasil, Brasco
Logistica Offshore, Copacabana Palace
Hotel, Global Index International, HSBC
Banco Brasil, Rolls-Royce, Ultra Green
Group, Wellstream do Brasil - John
Anderson, Margo Black, Denis Allan
Daniel, Christopher Freeman, Patrick &
Vera Lúcia Hamilton-Hill, Graham &
Jennifer Kellock, Darren Kilbride, Mary
Löfgren, Judi Newsam, Bridget Novaes,
David & Viviane Richardson, Steve
Rimmer, Nick & Isobel Roberts, Neville
Thorley and Timothy Young, whose
support is so essential for our
continued operation.

Annual Service of
Remembrance

4

Similarly, thank you to those that
attended our Annual Service of
Remembrance at Christ Church on
the following Sunday.

corners

Branch Annual General
Meeting
Now for the next important date for
your diary -- the Branch Annual
General Meeting will be held in the
Paissandu Athletic Club, Leblon, on
23 February, at which a new
Committee for 2010 will be proposed
and an unchanged subscription fee
recommended. Should any reader
wish to join the Legion or a member
wish to volunteer to serve on the
Branch Committee please make this
known to any of the current
Committee members whose contact
details can be found on the link in
the BCS website.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
Christmas Bazaar
We are very pleased to inform you
that thanks to the wonderful support

and more...

received from everyone and to the
hard work and dedication put into
the event by the WDA ladies, the
Christmas Bazaar was once again a
complete success.
The result for the entire year,
including the proceeds from our
annual Jumble Sale held in July and
from the sale of our marmalades,
pickles and chutneys throughout the
year, was excellent. We were able to
donate the total sum of R$23,000 to
various charities.

Our Giant Raffle was very popular
and the winning numbers were:

WDA Raffle 2009
1. LG Home Theater - 309
2. Weekend for Two - Copacabana
Palace - 276
3. Kit Of Bathroom Accessories –
Fabrimar - 1229
4. Oil Painting - Olive Arantes - 1226
5. Ballantines 12 Yr Whisky - 1101
6. Feijoada for Two - Copacabana
Palace - 689
7. Fabrimar Gávea Shower - 1215
8. Book – Wild Amazon - 1120
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and more...

9. Vinho do Porto Dom José - 693
10. Mochila - 701
11. Margaret Mee Print - 865
12. Sagatiba Caipirinha Kit - 1013
13. Dinner for Two - Nam Thai
Restaurant - 1109
14. Fabrimar Star Hand Shower - 756
15. Feijoada for Two – Caesar Park - 292
16. Bottle of Champagne – Segura
Viudas - 049
17. Peça de Cristal - 1098
18. Feijoada for Two - Copacabana
Palace - 628
19. Seagers Gin - 909
20. Consulta de Profilaxia - 900
21. Lunch for Two - Atrium
Restaurant - 1143
22. Book – 100 Anos de British
Petroleum - 1261
23. Johnny Walker Red Label Whisky
- 1252
24. Consulta de Profilaxia - 1113
25. Handmade Doll - 944
Special thanks go to our sponsors:
Atrium Restaurant, Peter BodmanMorris, British Petroleum, Caesar Park,
Coca Cola, Copacabana Palace,
Danneman Siemensen Bigler & Ipanema
Moreira, Fabrimar, H.M. Consul
General, Jamer Books & Things,
Manfred Hufnagel, Multi Oral, Olive
Arantes, Nam Thai Restaurant, Silano,
Susan Weller, Sagatiba. We hope that
we can count on your support again
next year.
The WDA ladies are now taking a
well-deserved rest but will be back on
the job on Tuesday 2nd March.
Meanwhile, from all of us at the
WDA we trust you enjoyed the
Christmas festivities and we wish you
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

event was organised by Bernadette
Crispin. After the Service, there was
a lovely cake and soft drinks for the
children and their families.

Robotics Club

The Lego NXT platform is a very
powerful and yet remarkably simple
tool which enables students to
experiment with building and
programming robots which can
actually do pretty much everything
from speaking, following lines on the
floor, finding their way out of a maze,
carrying cups of coffee up and down
hills, playing golf, measuring
temperature... well, I think by now
you get the idea.
The idea of the club is to give
students an introduction to basic
engineering principles and to
encourage them to develop a
problem-solving
mentality.
Designing something, then building
it from scratch, programming it and
fixing the parts of it that don’t quite
do what they are supposed to, is very
satisfying and rewarding seeing our
small group of students showing
such enthusiasm. Who knows –
maybe some of them will become
future engineers, building oil
platforms, bridges, working on a new
hydroelectric power scheme.

OLM ended its first semester of the
2009-2010 academic year on 22nd
December. The last event of the
school year was the Christmas
pageant, with the participation of
teachers and students on 19th
December. Regular school activities
will start again on 25th January 2010.
OLM wishes a wonderful 2010 to all!

Many thanks to the PTA for their
donation of R$2500, which enabled
us to buy the initial two kits and get
started. We showed our first robots
as part of the Urca Science week in
November 2009 and I am sure you
can look forward to seeing some
more cool robots making an
appearance throughout 2010.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL

In the photos, you can see some
examples of robots made by
Alexandre Froio (C8), Jonathan
Walker (C6), Jaswinder Ahluwalia
(C6) and Pedro Cox (C7).

First Communion
A First Communion Service for 21
pupils of TBS Barra took place on
the 21st November 2009 in the Igreja
Nossa Senhora da Luz in Alto da Boa
Vista. The celebrant was Frei
Clemente, the professor of religious
education was Debora Silva, and the
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TBS Barra First Communicants

Jimmy Page Rock Fest
See p.20 for the full story of this
exciting TBS/Task Brasil event.

Canny Tales Fae Aberdeen
From the Rio de Janeiro Church Magazine,
December 1928

Conductor: “So it is, but there’s another tuppence for the
sack.”
Passenger (opening sack): “Oh, is there? Sandy, ye’ll better
come oot and pay yer ain fare.”

Civility
The Worth of a Wife

Tramp (to Aberdonian who has refused him alms): “You
might have been civil about it at any rate. Civility costs
nothing.” Aberdonian: “Does it noo? It cost me a penny to
say ‘please’ in a telegram the ither day.”

Another Spoonerism

At the Butcher’s
It is said of the Rev. Dr. Spooner, who by the way recently
celebrated his Golden Wedding, that on returning home
one very wet day he handed his hat to the maid, saying, “Do
hush this brat of mine, it’s been roaring with pain all day.”

Humour

Sandy Gordon was getting married, and as the wedding day
drew near, he began to find it was costing him more than
he bargained for, so he asked a crony what the minister
charged for officiating at the ceremony. His friend replied:
“Weel, Sandy, after I got married I asked the minister, ‘Hoo
much am I due ye for that?’ ‘Oh’, he replied, ‘Jist what ye
think she’s worth,’ so I handed him a shillin. ‘You’re far
too generous,’ said he, and handed me back a saxpence.
And d’ye ken, Sandy, he was richt!”

Still Another Rare Specimen

Mrs. MacIntosh wanted a sheep’s head and priced one.
“That’ll dae fine,” she said, “and cut it aff as near the tail as
ye can.”

In an Aberdeen Tramcar

Conductor (to passenger who has brought in a heavy sack
with him): “Fourpence please.”
Passenger: “What for? I thocht the fare was tuppence.”

The same worthy Doctor, being of a domestic turn of mind,
went into the kitchen to ascertain the cause of the dense
smoke emanating therefrom. After due examination, he
pronounced it to be due to an “overhooted flea.”

Why?
For three solid hours a Captain
had been lecturing his men on
‘the duties of a soldier’, and he
thought it was time to see how
much they understood of his discourse. Casting an eye around the
Company, he fixed on Private Green. “Private Green,” he
asked, “Why should a soldier be ready to die for his country?” The man scratched his head for a moment, and then
a smile of understanding crossed his face. “Yes Sir,” he said,
“You’re quite right: why should he?”
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Smoking bans 'cut heart attacks'
Bans on smoking in public places have
had a bigger impact on preventing heart
attacks than ever expected, data shows.
Smoking bans cut the number of heart
attacks in Europe and North America by
up to a third, two studies report. The
studies appear in two leading journals -Circulation and the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology.

Health

This "heart gain" is far greater than both
originally anticipated and the 10% figure
recently quoted by England's Department
of Health. Heart attacks in the UK alone
affect an estimated 275,000 people and
kill 146,000 each year.

Big impact

“ If you are a smoker,
the single biggest thing
you can do to avoid a
heart attack is to give
up, which could also
protect the heart health
of friends and family ”

Earlier this month it was announced that
heart attack rates fell by about 10% in
England in the year after the ban on
smoking in public places was introduced in July 2007 -which is more than originally anticipated. But the latest
work, based on the results of numerous different studies
collectively involving millions of people, indicated that
smoking bans have reduced heart attack rates by as much
as 26% per year.

Second-hand smoke is thought to increase the chances of
a heart attack by making the blood more prone to
clotting, reducing levels of beneficial "good" cholesterol,
and raising the risk of dangerous heart rhythms.
Dr James Lightwood, of the University of California at San
Francisco, led the Circulation study that pooled together 13
separate analyses. His team found that heart attack rates
across Europe and North America started to drop

immediately following implementation
of anti-smoking laws, reaching 17% after
one year, then continuing to decline over
time, with a 36% drop three years after
enacting the restrictions. Dr Lightwood
said: "While we obviously won't bring
heart attack rates to zero, these findings
give us evidence that in the short-tomedium-term, smoking bans will prevent
a lot of heart attacks. This study adds to
the already strong evidence that secondhand smoke causes heart attacks, and
that passing 100% smoke-free laws in all
workplaces and public places is
something we can do to protect the
public."

Ellen Mason, of the British Heart
Foundation, said: "These studies add to
the growing evidence that a ban on
smoking in public places seems to have a
positive impact on heart attack rates, which is clearly good
news for our nation's heart health. The statistics also show
how quickly the benefits can be felt after a smoking ban is
implemented and indicate how dangerous second-hand
smoke can be to the heart. If you are a smoker, the single
biggest thing you can do to avoid a heart attack is to give
up, which could also protect the heart health of friends
and family."

Latest figures show at least 70,000 lives have been saved by
NHS Stop Smoking Services in the 10 years since they
were established in England.
Story from BBC NEWS 221 Sep 2009
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/health/8267523.stm

Moderate Drinking May Help the Brain
People over 60 who consume moderate
amounts of alcohol have a reduced risk
for Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias, according to a large review of
studies.
The analysis, which appeared in the July
2009 issue of The American Journal of
Geriatric Psychiatry, reviewed 15 studies
that together followed more than 28,000
subjects for at least two years. All the
studies controlled for age, sex, smoking
and other factors. The studies variously
defined light to moderate drinking as 1
to 28 drinks per week [which sort of destroys
their comparability! – Ed.]

The researchers acknowledge that
studying the effects of alcohol on
dementia is complicated by issues like
beverage type, standards of quantity and
individual behaviour that may interact
with alcohol to affect mental acuity. But
there is ample evidence from other
studies
that
moderate
alcohol
consumption can increase HDL, or
“good cholesterol,” improve blood flow
to the brain and decrease blood
coagulation. All three factors may reduce
the risk for dementia.

Compared with abstainers, male drinkers reduced their
risk for dementia by 45 percent, and women by 27
percent.
14

Still, the authors warn against drawing
premature conclusions. “The overall safety
of alcohol use in later life,” they write, “needs to be
evaluated in relation to all of the available evidence” about
its health effects.
[New York Times, 1 Sep. 2009]

Human brain pickled in alcohol

RIO SACKED BY PIRATE WITH UNPRONOUNCEABLE NAME
Jack Woodall

Louis XIV bestowed on Duguay-Trouin a sword of honour in
1694, at age 21. In 1702, when the War of the Spanish
Succession broke out, he became an officer in the French
Royal Navy, and in 1707, together with Claude de Forbin, he
won a great victory against an English convoy in the Battle at
the Lizard. Louis XIV made him a nobleman in 1709, by
which time he had captured 16 warships and over 300 merchantmen from the English and Dutch.
A century and a half earlier, Duguay-Trouin’s compatriot and
Drake’s contemporary Nicolas Durand Villegaignon was viceadmiral of Brittany. He sailed to found a French colony in
Brazil as an asylum for the persecuted Huguenots. On 13
November 1555 he took possession of an island near the
mouth of Guanabara Bay, called Villegaignon island to this
day, which he fortified, thus founding France Antarctique. But
after only three years he gave up and went home, and the fort
was captured and destroyed by the Portuguese in 1560. The
city of Rio was founded by the Portuguese in 1565.

The sack of Rio, 1711
Long after that, in 1710, another French buccaneer, JeanFrançois Duclerc, attempted an attack on Rio, but he and 600
of his soldiers were captured and held in deplorable conditions. The Portuguese refused to exchange these prisoners,
so the French determined to liberate them. Under Royal
warrant, Duguay-Trouin assembled seven line-of-battle ships
and eight frigates (including one named Amazone) with a
total of 738 cannon and two bomb-ships carrying six mortars
firing explosive shells. In addition to their own armament

Duguay-Trouin forcing his way into Rio (Sugar-loaf at left)

and crews, they carried a strong detachment of the king’s
artillery and infantry troops, totalling about 6,000 men. The
Royal Treasury couldn't finance the armament of a squadron
that big and Duguay-Trouin had to get private funding from
investors in St. Malo and at the Royal Court. So although privateering had been banned by the Treaty of Ryswick in 1697,
it was back in full force.

History

René Duguay-Trouin was
born in 1673, in the
walled port city of St
Malo in Brittany, France,
strategically located near
the mouth of the English
Channel. Centuries later,
whilst the port was occupied by the Germans in
World War II, its arsenal
was blown up by the
British, which destroyed
the city, but the old town
with its walls has been
beautifully
restored.
Duguay-Trouin went to
sea at age 17 on a pirate
ship which captured the
Seven Stars of Scotland,
and displayed such bravery that he was given
command
of
the
Danycan, crewed by waifs
and strays, soon after he
turned 18. Then, four
days before his 19th
birthday, the King of France handed him command of a 28-gun
ship, the Hercule, with a crew of real seamen and letters patent
to plunder enemy shipping, just like his English forerunner,
Francis Drake, received from Queen Elizabeth I the century
before.

On 13th September 1711, Rio was guarded by five forts,
including the resurrected Villegaignon fort, but on that fateful day a contemporary inventory shows that one of them
had only 300 cannon-balls in its arsenal, between round-shot,
chain-shot (for slashing rigging), hollow porcelain balls to be
filled with paraffin and set ablaze, and bronze balls. The
pirates sailed in before a stiff breeze, line ahead, broadsiding
the forts with over ten times the cannon-power and the seven
Portuguese defending ships, four men’o’war and three
frigates, at anchor on the Niteroi side. Their commander,
Admiral Gaspar da Costa, taken unawares, could do nothing
but cut the cables and beach his ships. The French seized the
Chevres fort and turned its guns on the city. After three days
of bombardment, the French landed over 3,000 men and
laid siege. Governor-General of Brazil Don Castro-Morais
was unprepared, blew up his arsenal and evacuated the city.
Learning of this from one of Duclerc’s men who had
escaped, on 21st September the pirates entered the city,
released the French prisoners and extracted a ransom from
the governor of 600,000 cruzados, 5,000 cases of sugar (probably sugar-loaves), and all the ships in the harbor -- 35 large
merchant ships and a 56-gun English warship that unluckily
happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.
Duguay-Trouin set up his HQ in the Archbishop’s palace, but
being a devout Catholic, on hearing that his men had taken
all the gold plate from the Cathedral and other churches,
made them give it back and say sorry, then hanged some of
them for behaving so dishonourably.
He left with a loot of an estimated £4 million, including a
shipment of African slaves which he sold in Cayenne on the
way home. His return journey in November was plagued by
storms, in which he lost four of his own ships and one of his
Portuguese prize ships, with half the plunder. Nevertheless,
his investors doubled their money, and Duguay-Trouin
earned a promotion to Admiral of the Fleet. He died full of
honours at home in France many years later, in 1736, aged
63 – one of the few pirates in history who died in bed
ashore.
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I Survived a Plane Crash in Africa
Frank Weller

First Person

I came out to Brazil for the first time in
1935, by sea, to work in shipping in the
harbour in Manaus. In 1947, I moved
to Rio to work for Texaco. Travelling
by sea between England and Brazil was
very relaxing, but not terribly efficient
given the long time it took.
Transatlantic flights from London to
South America had been inaugurated,
and Texaco decided I would travel in
future by air. On Friday, 11th April
1947, I left London on the British
South American Airways (BSAA) Avro
York Star Speed, with planned stops in
Lisbon, Dakar (in Senegal, West
Africa), Natal and Rio. After overnighting in Lisbon we left on the flight
to Dakar, with nine passengers and a
crew of six. I had a front seat, and the
ninth passenger had a single seat in
the rear. As the other passengers were
all in the same group, I was asked if I
would swap my seat so that the lone
passenger in the rear could be up
front with his friends. This I gladly did.
We got to Dakar after dark, with poor
visibility, and the pilot made two
abortive attempts to land. On the
third try he crashed, and the aircraft
broke up. The tail came off and I was
thrown out onto the ground. The people in the front were killed. I don’t
know how long I was unconscious, but
I was told later it was two hours before
anybody came to rescue us, because
the aircraft didn’t catch fire and
nobody in the airport heard the crash!
I got away with a broken leg and concussion. Changing my seat saved my
life!
[The following is adapted from Fly
With The Stars, by Susan & Ian Ottaway,
2007. – Ed.]

Avro York with 3 rudders and a tail wheel

In April 1947 the long runway at Dakar
was out of service. The plane arrived over
the airfield after midnight local time. The
diversion airfield was at Bathurst, the
Gambia, but the radio officer was unable to
make contact with them to find out if visibility there was any better. As they had only
an hour’s fuel left, the Dakar control tower
suggested they should divert to Thiès airfield, 37 miles away, but the navigator didn’t have a map for it. At 02:40, running
out of fuel, the captain, knowing the main
runway was closed, decided to land on the
poorly lit taxiway, and crashed into a pile of
stones left there to repair the main runway,
which split the fuselage open from stem to
stern. The plane progressively broke up over
the next few hundred yards until it hit a
large anthill, which slewed it round until a
wing hit a baobab tree and the tail section,
with Frank inside, broke off. One of the
injured crew members went to the tower and
got help. By the time it arrived, there were
six dead passengers, one severely injured
(Frank) and two with minor injuries; the
crew all survived with a few cuts and bruises.
A report of the subsequent investigation,
issued only two weeks later, chronicled a
whole chapter of accidents leading up to the
crash. The flight plan handed in to the
Lisbon station manager showed enough fuel
had been taken aboard for 12-and-a-half

Frank Weller R.I.P.

hours flying, when it was actually only carrying enough for 10 hours. The ETA at
Dakar was estimated to be half-past midnight on the basis of the weather at 10,000
feet, but the pilot flew at 12,000 feet, running into headwinds that delayed the actual arrival time by an hour. The cumulative
result was that the plane arrived over Dakar
with only an hour’s fuel left. There was only
one person in the Dakar tower, who did not
speak or understand English very well.
BSAA had made repeated requests to the
Dakar airport authority, beginning six
months before, to organize regular communication between there and Bathurst or
Thiès for emergencies, but nothing had been
done. There were no emergency procedures
in effect at Dakar. Flares to help the plane
find the runway had been lit too early and
had gone out before it came in to land. The
runway markings, lighting and radio facilities were totally inadequate. Nevertheless,
three Panair do Brasil aircraft, including a
Constellation, made safe landings or takeoffs at Dakar around the same time as the
crash. It was an accident that should never
have happened.
[Frank Weller lived in Rio to the age of
96, and sadly died in December 2009,
not long after telling this story to the
Editor. His obituary is on p.24. – Ed.]

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E A D R I N K I N G P RO B L E M ?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:
SUNDAYS - Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real
Grandeza, 99 - 6-7 pm. SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156/610 - 4-5 pm.
Any questions please call Mr Bob N. 21 2543 5437 or Serge - (21) 9974 8824 sergebdk@gmail.com

16

CHRIST CHURCH

“I know who holds the future”
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
Happy New Year!
Another decade has come and gone,
here’s wishing each and every one of you
much Joy and Peace in the new decade
that is now upon us.
I would like to start my first message for
2010 by making an introduction. It’s to
the Rev. Stephen French who is working as
Chaplain at Christ Church for the month
of January while we are travelling. Rev.
Stephen is originally from Wolverhampton
in the English Midlands and attended the
same school as the Rev. Roy Smith, albeit
some years later. He worked in a factory
before training for the ministry in
Nottingham.
After Ordination I trained with Stephen
for three years, we’ve kept in touch ever
since and I was delighted when he paid us

a visit last February during Carnival. Some
of you met him then. Stephen (quite rightly) so enjoyed Rio that he offered to take
extended leave and cover for my absence.
I warmly commend him to you -- do please
make him welcome when you see him
around.
And so to 2010, another year, another set
of challenges, another year which I hope
will contain many moments of great joy for
us all. While our Agendas can predict with
confidence what dates lie ahead, the content of them is never so certain. There’s an
old hymn we sometimes sing at Christ
Church, that contains the words, “I do not
know what the future holds, but I know who
holds the future”. It’s a simple yet powerful
reference to faith and trust in God. In a
changing, challenging and unpredictable
year, at whose doorstep we now stand, it’s
good to know that we can choose to be in
the safest of hands -- the hands and arms of
Christ, who says welcome.

A New Year always offers us new hope
and a new start. I am sure we would want
to take into 2010 what was good and
happy in 2009, yet leave behind what was
not so good. There is always a sense at
this time of year of looking backwards
and looking forwards. As Christians we
celebrate Jesus Christ who forgives the
past, gives strength for today, and provides certainty and hope for the future.
It can be a Happy New Year, if we so
choose to trust Him.
Yours ever,
Rev. David

Lent 2010 – Christ Church
Wanting to believe in a god who lives in the real world, who understands your struggles and pain,
who offers Love and mercy?
Come along to the Lent Course – Jesus The Wounded Saviour.
Get to know Jesus Christ, the One who has worn our flesh, measured its frailty
and knows exactly how we feel. Discover the Real God, for a Real World.
Starting Thursday 18th February 2010 – more details please contact
Rev. David Weller, Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza, 99, Botafogo,
tel. 21 2539 9488, riochaplain@gmail.com, http://christchurch.no-ip.org
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“The Worst Is Over Without A Doubt” – Or Is It?
Quentin Lewis

Money

After a horrible 2008, 2009 was a great year for stock market
investors. The first two months of 2009 were difficult for the
SP500 index, but once the market bottomed in March, it
performed a spectacular recovery, rallying 67% to close at
1100 points. Signs of economic recovery were slow to appear,
but investors followed the popular wisdom that the market
always anticipates an economic recovery. The tentative signs
of recovery in the US
economy did appear; the
rate of job losses in the US
economy has dropped.
However, you would have to
go back to the 1990’s to find
a time when so few people
were working in the US. It is
estimated that the US
economy will need to create
15 million new jobs to get
back to full employment by
2014. Job creation would
need to be at 250,000 a
month starting right now.
Unfortunately jobs are still being
lost and the US economy has
never, over the last 10 years, added 250,000 jobs in a single month.
It is also encouraging to see that consumer debt levels in the
US are also dropping. In December 2009, the Federal

Reserve showed that Americans owed almost $11 trillion on
home mortgages at the end of the third quarter, down 2.2%
from a year earlier and the lowest level since mid-2007.
Outstanding credit card bills in October were also down
almost 9% to $888 billion, the lowest level since March 2007.
However, these factors are also potentially misleading. They do
not solely reflect a new frugality amongst the US consumer,
but also indicate that banks are writing off dodgy debts
and are more reticent
about granting new
credit. US bank credit
card write-offs hit 10.2%
in the third quarter.
Almost 5% of mortgages
are in foreclosure and
another 6% are at least 2
months overdue.
The SP500 1100 double
top is a classic technical sell
signal. It also marks a 50%
retracement of the October
2007 (1561 points) to
March 2008 (680 points)
"crash". More importantly
the fundamentals of the stock market look stretched.
Investors have priced up stocks as if they see a stunning
recovery. The price/earnings ratio of the SP500 is currently
around 27 times. To justify a PE ratio this high one would
need to expect a doubling of profits in 2010. It normally
takes 5 years for profits to double (and only when the
economy is strong, sales are increasing and costs are
controlled). With US household liabilities at 130% of
disposable income for the average American family and official
unemployment at a 26 year peak of 10.2%, it is going to be a
tough time for the US economy.
Another factor of concern is the level of insider selling. This
has been increasing over the last few weeks and reached
almost USD1.4 billion a week in late November. That
compares with official inside buys of just USD160 million.
There have been weeks in the last few months where the ratio of
selling to buying has reached 31:1. This has traditionally been
a bearish signal for the stock market. Low rates can keep the
stock market higher for longer. However, eventually,
fundamentals should be respected.
After a wonderful stock market recovery in 2009 it is
interesting to look for parallels in market history. In 1929 the
Dow Jones index dropped 50% from 390 points in
September to 195 points in November 1929. It then
proceeded to recover as investors grew confident that the
worst was behind them. The Index rose 54% to reach 300
points in April 1930. At that point James J. Davis, Secretary of
Labour, infamously said “The worst is over without a doubt”.
What followed was a sustained banking crisis which limited the
availability of credit and constricted economic growth. This was
reflected in a stunning 90% fall in the Dow Jones until it
reached a mere 42 points in 1932. It is unlikely that we will see
falls in the US stock market of this magnitude, nevertheless
2010 could be a challenging year for international stock
market investors.
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Poems for the Year Departed
Sharon Olds

His Stillness

When I got to the airport I rushed up to the desk,
bought a ticket, ten minutes later
they told me the flight was cancelled, the doctors
had said my father would not live through the night
and the flight was cancelled. A young man
with a dark brown moustache told me
another airline had a nonstop
leaving in seven minutes. See that
elevator over there, well go
down to the first floor, make a right, you'll
see a yellow bus, get off at the
second Pan Am terminal, I
ran, I who have no sense of direction
raced exactly where he'd told me, a fish
slipping upstream deftly against
the flow of the river. I jumped off that bus with those
bags I had thrown everything into
in five minutes, and ran, the bags
wagged me from side to side as if
to prove I was under the claims of the material,
I ran up to a man with a flower on his breast,
I who always go to the end of the line, I said
Help me. He looked at my ticket, he said
Make a left and then a right, go up the moving stairs and
then
run. I lumbered up the moving stairs,
at the top I saw the corridor,
and then I took a deep breath, I said
goodbye to my body, goodbye to comfort,
I used my legs and heart as if I would
gladly use them up for this,
to touch him again in this life. I ran, and the
bags banged against me, wheeled and coursed
in skewed orbits, I have seen pictures of
women running, their belongings tied
in scarves grasped in their fists, I blessed my
long legs he gave me, my strong
heart I abandoned to its own purpose,
I ran to Gate 17 and they were
just lifting the thick white
lozenge of the door to fit it into
the socket of the plane. Like the one who is not
too rich, I turned sideways and
slipped through the needle's eye, and then
I walked down the aisle toward my father. The jet
was full, and people's hair was shining, they were
smiling, the interior of the plane was filled with a
mist of gold endorphin light,
I wept as people weep when they enter heaven,
in massive relief. We lifted up
gently from one tip of the continent
and did not stop until we set down lightly on the
other edge, I walked into his room
and watched his chest rise slowly
and sink again, all night
I watched him breathe.

The doctor said to my father, “You asked me
to tell you when nothing more could be done.
That’s what I’m telling you now.” My father
sat quite still, as he always did,
especially not moving his eyes. I had thought
he would rave if he understood he would die,
wave his arms and cry out. He sat up,
thin, and clean, in his clean gown,
like a holy man. The doctor said,
“There are things we can do which might give you time,
but we cannot cure you.” My father said,
“Thank you.” And he sat, motionless, alone,
with the dignity of a foreign leader.
I sat beside him. This was my father.
He had known he was mortal. I had feared they would have
to
tie him down. I had not remembered
he had always held still and kept quiet to bear things,
the liquor a way to keep still. I had not
known him. My father had dignity. At the
end of his life his life began
to wake in me.
[From The Father (Knopf, 1992)]

Books

The Race

Sharon Olds was born in San Francisco and was educated at
Stanford and Columbia. She was the New York State Poet
Laureate from 1998 to 2000. She teaches poetry workshops
in the Graduate Creative Writing Program at New York
University and was one of the founders of the NYU
workshop program at Goldwater Hospital on Roosevelt
Island in New York City. Her work has received the Harriet
Monroe Prize, the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Lamont
Selection of the Academy of American Poets, and the San Francisco
Poetry Center Award.

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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Jimmy Page at TBS Rock Fest
Mark Archer

Worthy Causes

On Saturday 28th November 2009, The
British School’s Urca site co-organised
with Task Brasil and hosted a
fundraising concert for Casa Jimmy.
This is a house for abandoned street
children and pregnant teenagers
situated in the Santa Teresa
neighbourhood of Rio, founded in
1997 thanks to a donation that the
guitarist made to Task Brasil after
seeing tanks invade the favela near his
hotel during a visit to Rio.
He was the guest of honour at the
concert and watched performances by
bands made up of students, ex-students
and teachers of TBS and also
performances by the Brazilian
musicians Pepeu Gomes, former
guitarist of the legendary group, Novos
Baianos and George Israel of Kid
Abelha.
The purpose of the show was not only
to raise money for Casa Jimmy (R$
38.000,00 was the final figure) but also
to raise awareness of the charity’s
achievements to date. The school had
already been collecting funds for Task
Brasil for a couple of years via nonuniform days and Urca students have
visited Casa Jimmy in the past.
The sold-out concert was held in the
school’s cosy auditorium to an
audience of about 270 people
consisting primarily of TBS students,
staff, parents and friends. Excitement
had been building all week amongst the
students as many are huge Led fans and
the realisation that, Yes! -- the Jimmy
Page of Led Zeppelin was visiting their
school -- was met almost with disbelief!
After a short introduction from TBS
Director Paul Wiseman, Jimmy walked
onstage just before 3 pm dressed in
blue jeans and a short-sleeved black
shirt. He introduced the concert after
apologising for his ‘minimal’
Portuguese. The Task Brasil staff and
some of the Casa Jimmy kids then
introduced themselves and thanked
everyone for their support.
At the outset a rather fired-up member
of the audience shouted, “Play one for
us Jimmy!” Page responded by doing
an air-guitar flurry of notes and
received a big cheer. Then he went
back to the mike and announced that
he didn’t have his guitar with him, but
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gave another quick air-guitar
performance. He was very relaxed and
good-humoured. The concert started
with The Yardbirds version of Heart Full
Of Soul shown on a big screen, which
was pulled up to reveal a band of TBS
music teachers playing a bossa nova
version of the same song. It was a great
beginning and Jimmy obviously loved
this surprise start to the show.
The next band onstage was made up of
students on guitar, bass and drums and
teacher, Mr. Flavio on vocals. They
played the Led Zeppelin tune Heartbreaker
and our resident 14-year old student
guitar hero, Rodrigo Grabowsky really
ripped that famous solo with great
accuracy -- Jimmy grinned with delight
and gave him a round of applause.
Throughout the concert, Jimmy was
completely attentive, concentrating on
the music and not distracted by the fuss
around him.
Throughout the day old footage of a
younger Jimmy was shown on the big
screen. Later he joked about his rather
different appearance nowadays, “I just
wanted to say for anyone who’s seen
some of these clips of me…or the
poster, that on this special occasion I’ve
dyed my hair silver.”
In the second interval Jimmy went back
up onstage as the Task Brasil people
were making some announcements
and this time said, “I’m not quite sure
what I came up onstage here to do but
at least I can introduce you to the guys
here, Mr. Israel and his sons…” He
shook hands with them all and then
came back up to the balcony of the
auditorium, as they tore into an
excellent version of Fire by Jimi
Hendrix. Once again Jimmy was a
model of concentration.
As the concert continued student
bands played rock songs like Wish You
Were Here, Train Kept ‘A Rollin’, Sweet
Home Alabama and The Show Must Go
On. Jimmy Page watched all of these
performances and he seemed to be
really enjoying the show, tapping his
foot, nodding his head, cheering in all
the expected places and occasionally
giving the thumbs-up to star-struck fans
down below.
Towards the end of the show, while
Pepeu Gomes, George Israel and their
band were playing The Beatles classic,
While My Guitar Gently Weeps, Jimmy was

Manoel Machado (class 8) and Jimmy Page

Jimmy Page and Task Brasil staff and children

backstage chatting to the students and
signing their backstage passes, a
photocopy of an old Zep poster, a
tambourine and bits of scrap paper
and was happy to sign their stuff with
comments like, ‘Whole Lotta Love’,
‘Rock On!’ and ‘Happy 15 Years’, for a
lucky student whose birthday it was.
He then went back onstage with the
Task Brasil people for the third and
final time of the day with the Head of
the TBS Urca Site, Chris Blanch, to do
the auction and to say goodbye. Jimmy
told the audience that although he
couldn’t give everyone an autograph,
he would personally address the
posters, designed by Leah Wilks, Head
of Art, to the highest bidders. After
some frantic bidding, two of the
posters went for R$2000. Early in the
day during three raffles a further 15
signed posters were distributed to lucky
ticket holders.
Jimmy Page made a great impression
on the students and staff in the
corridors and backstage. Students said
that Jimmy had praised their musical
ability, their positive attitude and even
their Led Zeppelin T-shirts. A special
mention has to go to Julio Costa for
being the brains behind the
organisation of the event.
To make a donation to Task Brasil visit
their website at
www.taskbrasil.org.uk/donations
[Mark Archer is a Science teacher and
guitar musician, TBS Urca Site]

Big fleas Have Little Fleas…
“And little fleas have lesser fleas…” (Jonathan Swift)
Jack Woodall

Last year, the French discovered an even bigger virus in
amoebae, and logically called it “mamavirus” (the Mother
of All Viruses). On top of that, they found that mamavirus
was infected by a very tiny virus they called “Sputnik”! So
French viruses are bigger than British viruses, but they have
smaller viruses “on their backs to bite ‘em”, to quote
Jonathan Swift.
The researchers found that Sputnik's genes were similar to
genes from all three domains of life: the Archaea, the
bacteria – both single-celled with no nucleus -- and the
eukaria (cells with a nucleus). The size of a virus may
dictate whether it can be infected by smaller viruses such as
Sputnik. For this reason, viruses that affect humans -- like
HIV and influenza -- are probably too small to be infected
by Sputnik-like viruses, kyboshing the idea that these tiniest
viruses might be turned into weapons against those viral
diseases.
Plant virologists have known about satellite tobacco mosaic
virus for a long time; it’s a parasite of tobacco mosaic virus
which depends entirely on that virus for its replication.
Sputnik only has 20 genes, so must be approaching the

The original Sputnik

lower limit of size for a virus. Will we ever discover a virus
with only one gene? On the other hand, the selfreplicating protein that causes BSE -- Mad Cow disease -- has
no genes at all. So where exactly does life begin?

Science

In 1993, Tim Rowbotham, a microbiologist with Britain’s
Public Health Laboratory Service, isolated a new
microorganism from an amoeba growing in a water tower
in Bradford. He baptized it “Bradford coccus”, and
promptly forgot about it – after all, a coccus is just another
boring spherical type of bacterium, of which there are
hundreds, if not thousands.
In 2007, a French
microbiologist isolated a similar micro-organism from
amoebae from a water tower in Paris. What is it about water
towers that attracts amoebae? But the Frenchman, having
failed to get inside the “coccus” with standard lab
techniques, took a look at it with a microscope, and to his
shock saw that it was a not a smooth-coated sphere like
other bacteria, but a globe made of 20 triangular panels,
like some viruses. Except that you can’t see viruses with a
light microscope, they are too small! Then he realized he
was looking at the largest virus in the world, 4,000 times the
size of the common cold virus. He named it “mimivirus”
(for “microbe-mimicking”).

Of course, if you believe all life was created from scratch in
a few days, there’s no problem. But since Darwin, some of
us take the idea of evolution seriously. That doesn’t mean
automatically that therefore we can’t believe in God. The
Archbishop of Canterbury has no problem with evolution.
In 2008, Pope Benedict stated, “Belief in the creator does
not exclude accepting the theory of evolution.” Even
Richard Dawkins, arch-enemy of the God of the Old
Testament, agreed in a new interview that it is possible to
do both.
So think about it. If viruses can’t exist without cells in
which to live and hijack their machinery to make more
viruses, how did viruses ever evolve in the first place? Just
as there couldn’t be flowers before there were insects to
pollinate them, so it seems there must have been cellular
life before these non-cellular microbes could exist. But
maybe viruses are degenerate cells, which have given up
part of their metabolic mechanism to parasitise cells?
They’ve chosen a cushy way of life like the tapeworm, that
thrives protected from the elements by the warm gut which
harbours it, and through which a constant flow of delicious
food passes (unless its host happens to be anorexic – or a
vegan!).
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

Strictly for the birds
HENRY ADLER

There are a couple of places which are
worthwhile going to if you’re interested
in bird-watching. One is strictly for the
birds and the other has a lot more to
offer. Before you read on please note
that I’m not referring to Ipanema beach
or Buzios. Sorry, guys!

Getting the Bird
If you have just a weekend then head for
the Reserva Ecológica de Guapiaçú
(REGUA) in the foothills of the serra
between Teresópolis and Friburgo near
Cachoeiras de Macacu. This used to be a
cattle farm – a part still is – but a reserve
has been created and a project started
to restore the farmland to its original
mix of lakes and Atlantic Forest, to
attract back the bird and animal life. If
success is measured by how many
species have been spotted and recorded
then they’ve reached over 600 – indigenous, native and foreign visitors – and
counting! Of course, you won’t see them
all over a weekend but you might well
manage 10% of the total given decent
binoculars and an excellent guide, both
of which are provided. Owners Nicholas
and Raquel Locke will tell you all about
them. The word has got around the birds
as well as the global bird-watching community. The re-creation of the habitat
offering water, trees and forested hills
has attracted both.
Birds are the main attraction, but not
the only one. A German couple were
there looking for micro-orchids. Doris
and I like nature in general and hiking
in particular. Bird-watching and hiking
are not that compatible: slow / stop /
stop / slow versus a constant rhythm.
But the reserve allows some decent hill
walking including an attractive waterfall.
Best of all, you come back to a jug of
caipirinha and excellent food from the
farm. If all this sounds like hard work
then you can just relax all day around
the lodge, jump in the pool and see a
good assortment of birds in the garden
from the comfort of your hammock.
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Tuiuiús. Photo by panoramio.com

head of cattle, but has a total area of
110 sq. km. with a lot set aside as an
ecological reserve. We went with 11 people in 3 jeeps. You don’t need to drive
3,500kms there and back when you can
fly to Campo Grande and on to the farm
in a small plane. Once there, everything
is included – 2 excursions, early morning
and evening, by jeep, boat, horse, kayak
or on foot – you choose; a comfortable
pousada with excellent food including,
of course, the requisite caipirinhas.
The birds are just one of the attractions.
If parrots in all sizes, colours and
squawks are your cup of tea then you’ll
have pots to see. The most spectacular
are the electric blue coloured hyacinth
macaws. They have a price on their
heads – a breeding pair is said to be
worth US$50,000 on the clandestine
wildlife market. If that’s so, it’s remarkable that there are so many around, flying about oblivious to their “worth”. If
the mafias that abound in Brazil find out
about them…

Almost Like a Zoo Without Bars…

The owners of Barranco Alto, Lucas
Leutzinger, a biologist and Marina
(Musa) Schweitzer, an agronomist, are
excellent hosts and guides. Lucas has
published books of his photos. Musa’s
father started the farm, was fascinated
by the ariranhas (giant otters), endemic
to the river that bisects the farm,
researched them for years and wrote an
excellent book on them. They are the
stars of the show. You can follow them
for hours by kayak and they delight in
showing all their grace in the water and
all their bulk on the river bank. Jeremy
thought he was a good fisherman till he
saw them in action!

If you have longer, then head for
Fazenda Barranco Alto, some 130kms
into the Pantanal from Aquidauana/MS.
This is also a working farm with 2000

Besides the beautiful multicoloured parrots, toucans, woodpeckers, herons,
roseate spoonbills, not to mention the

iconic bird of the Pantanal – the tuituiú
or jabiru stork, who stand out if only
because they’re large, showy and abundant – there are many more which take
some spotting, including the burrowing
owls who live in holes in the ground.
Lucas says that the bird count is up to
just over 400 species. His guides are all
native to the region and know where
the animals are likely to be found.
Apart from the myriad birds and giant
otters, not to mention the ubiquitous
alligators, whose eyes glow red at night
when caught in a torch beam, like the
rear lights of cars in a traffic jam, we
saw all the usual Pantanal animals like
the boars, peccary and wild pigs;
anteaters and tapirs; various different
deer; capybaras; rheas with their tiny
new born chicks; howler monkeys;
foxes; armadillos and iguanas.

Jaguars? Of Course!

Jaguar. Photo by duiops.net

Since you ask, we actually did see the
jaguar, together with her daughter! But
we cheated. There is a research project
to track jaguars in the region via radio
transmitters. Last year this female was
fitted with a radio collar and they discovered she was pregnant. Now they follow mother and daughter with a huge
antenna and radio receiver which is how
we got within range. Then we were spotted and they hid themselves in the
bush, but not before we’d got a sighting
of both. Lucas estimates that there are
around 10 jaguars in the region and they
roam widely. Without the radio locator
we would never have found them and
even when we got close, it was Lucas
and a guide who spotted them first. Not
quite the famous, romantic image of
jaguars draped over a tree in the setting
sun or drinking from a river bank, but
good enough for our first sighting!
So visit both places and see how many
of the more than 1000 different bird
species you can spot…

[Websites are: <http://www.regua.co.uk>
<http://www.fazendabarrancoalto.com.br
/en.html>]

Classified ads
BUYING & SELLING
Furniture and objects For sale – OWINg TO MOVe.
DeTAIlS AT PeNNYR@UNINeT.COM.BR
Tel: 2535 2994 - ROgeR PeNNY

SERVICES
britânica gestão ambiental – RFS qUAlIFIeD TRee SURgeON – THOMAS
gURNeY BSC – eNglISH SPeAKINg – WITH gOOD ReFeReNCeS – Tel: 2620
5601/9999 2521 – OFFICe CONTACTS – VAléRIA 8891 0838

UK GCSE exam answers (from 16 year olds)
Q. What guarantees may a mortgage company insist on?
A. If you are buying a house they will insist that you are
well endowed
Q. What are steroids?
A. Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs
Q. What happens to your body as you age?
A. When you get old, so do your bowels and you get
intercontinental
Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?
A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to
his adultery

FEBRUARY
02 InC New Members Gathering 10am
03 TBS term begins
16 Carnaval (Easter 04 April)
18 Christ Church Lent Course begins
23 RBL Branch AGM, Paissandu Athletic Club,
Leblon
MARCH
02 InC New Members Gathering 10am
02 WDA Start of 2010 activities

“Seen on bumper stickers:
PROCRASTINATE NOW!
---------------------------------WE LOVE OUR GRANDKIDS – WE WISH WE’D
HAD THEM FIRST
----------------------------------I BRAKE FOR BUTTERFLIES
---------------------------------DON’T FOLLOW ME – I’M LOST
---------------------------------On a VW Beetle:
WHEN I GROW UP I’M GOING TO BE A
ROLLS”

Calendar

Wanted – BY THe NITeROI ReST HOMe: DONATION OF A SeCOND-HAND WASHINg MACHINe IN gOOD WORKINg ORDeR FOR A NeeDY PeRSON. PleASe CONTACT THe BCS OFFICe AT 2357-6695.

JANUARY
05 InC New Members Gathering 10am
21 InC Cafezinho 10am
25 OLM School term begins
29 InC General Meeting- Carnaval is comingLet's Samba! 10:30am

DEADLINE for our February 2010 edition is MONDAY, JANUARY 18 (2nd-to-last Monday of the month).
Please send your ads, letters, articles. Thank you!
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
SOLUTION FOR DECEMBER: Across: 1 Chrysanthemum, 8 Enid, 9 Re-crossing, 10 Tahiti, 11 Uxorious, 12 Homophone, 14 Diet, 16 Rose, 17
Spray guns, 21 Pavilion, 22 Cranny, 24 Straitened, 25 Helm, 26 Diesel engines.
Down: 1 Centavo, 2 Radii, 3 Straight, 4 Nocturn, 5
Hoodoo, 6 Misgiving, 7 Manhunt, 13 Obstinate, 15 Watch-dog, 16 Reacted, 18 Penance, 19 Nonplus, 20 Little, 23 Ashen.

Notice

Letter to the Editor

ARE YOU STARTING TO FORGET
THINGS?

Passport renewal processing time

Did you buy Christmas presents long in advance and
then couldn’t remember where you hid them? Put
your passport and other valuables in a secret place and
now can’t remember where that is? Do you often
forget where you’ve left your specs, car keys, handbag?
When you notice such symptoms, it’s time to put your
affairs in order, not for fear of your imminent demise,
but before you forget to take care of them. Check the
expiration dates on your passport and credit cards.
Make sure your will is current – remember that
inheritance laws in Brazil are different from those in
the UK.
Even if you have not reached the stage of forgetting
things, if you have no relatives in Brazil, consider giving
a local person power of attorney. You may be perfectly
healthy now, but if suddenly struck down by a heart
attack or stroke, may not be able to manage your affairs
for a while. Also remember that in Brazil, funerals
must be held within 24 hours, which may not give time
for a relative to arrive from abroad, and if your wish is
to be cremated rather than buried, this has to be
arranged in writing in advance.

Readers will have seen news from the British Consulate that, should
residents wish to renew their UK Passports, this needs to be done through
the Embassy in Washington. In the various websites and from Consulate
advice the impression is easily gained that the Embassy will process the
Passport in 10 working days but, less obviously, this is from the date of
receiving the correct fee. What is not made clear is that your application can
rest in the Embassy for up to 4 weeks before it is processed and the fee taken
out from your credit card to start the 10-day process. If you drill down in
some of the FCO websites there is advice the process can take up to 6 weeks,
particularly if enquiries need to be made, but beware of thinking the overall
time scale is likely to be short, as suggested by the 10 days processing time
the Embassy indicates. At the time of writing, 21 December, my simple
renewal application is entering its 6th week and I am advised by the Helpline
this is not really related to the time of year or holiday season.
Many people think a Passport should be renewed fairly close to the expiry
date so as not to lose validity. Again, by drilling down into the relevant
websites, it seems a Passport can be renewed up to 9 months in advance
without losing any validity on the existing one, so you can chose a convenient
time to do this. As always, check the rules haven't changed before starting
the process, and it is not cheap – getting on for £200 with courier fees.
Steve Carnt
[Steve adds: My Passport arrived back just after I had sent the letter above. So total
time including courier both ways was 38 days, or over 5 weeks for a simple renewal. I
am not complaining, it did come 6 days before my travel date, but weeks more than I
originally expected from the headline information I saw.]

WARNING!
Don’t let your children give out their cell phone numbers to anyone they don’t know, and tell them to never turn them off – just
switch them to silent. A recent fake kidnapping scheme has been reported, where criminals tell teenagers waiting in cinema queues
that they are making a survey about films or TV, and ask for cell and home phone numbers, names and addresses of parents. They
tell their victims to be sure and turn off their cell phones inside the cinema. The criminals then have as long as the film lasts to
call the parents and pretend they have kidnapped their child and demand money – and the parents have no way to get in touch
with their child to check this.

Obituary

Frank Weller, aged 96
Frank Weller was born in Beckenham, Kent, England in 1913, and died in Rio on 16 December 2009, aged 96.
He came to Brazil as a young man in 1938, to Manaus in the Amazon, where he worked for the harbour company and Booth Line for 11 years. He rose to become second in command of the company, where he was highly
esteemed by over 500 employees, and was also British Vice Consul. In 1947, returning to Brazil by air from
leave in the UK, he survived the crash of a British South American Airways plane at its transit stop in Africa. In
search of personal development, he came down to Rio in 1949 and started his own transport firm Agem –
lubricating oil distributors, which carried oil for Texaco until that company was taken over by Chevron in
2001, when he became involuntarily retired. He was an extremely helpful and very generous man, and a great
supporter of the British Legion; he was buried in the British Legion section of the English Cemetery in
Gamboa. He had no family in Brazil. He will be greatly missed by his many friends here in Rio and Manaus
and relatives in the UK.
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