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From the Editor...
CHANGE COMES TO MANAUS
JACK WOODALL
Manaus, capital of the short-lived rubber boom that ended one hundred
years ago, lies 1000 miles up the
Amazon, but is actually on the banks of
the Rio Negro just above its confluence
with the brown waters of the Rio
Solimões to form the Amazon River
proper. The meeting of the waters is
not a straight line, but a swirl of the two
colors, black and milk coffee brown,
where the pink dolphins like to play.
I first went there 40 years ago, hoping
to tour the Teatro Amazonas, its magnificent opera house with gilded dome
ringed by a multi-coloured band, built
to classic French and Italian design
from imported materials by imported
craftsmen, sparing no expense. It is
set in a black-and-white rolling motion
square reminiscent of Rio. I was sorely
disappointed to see that it had been
allowed to fall into bat-infested decay.
But when we visited last month we
confirmed that, as we had been told, it
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has been completely restored, with red
velvet seats on the individual chairs
instead of well-ventilated wicker ones
and air conditioning in place of ice
blocks beneath them. In a side gallery,
a glass case holds the pair of delicate
pink satin ballet slippers worn by
British prima ballerina assoluta Margot
Fonteyn for her performance there on
her last Brazilian tour in 1975 -- she
also danced in Rio and Curitiba at that
time. A curious detail; Margot's maternal grandfather was Brazilian, and she
first took his name, Fontes, as her
stage name, but when the family
objected, changed it to Fonteyn.
Opera festivals are held every year.
Even today, local law prohibits any
building in the city centre rising above
the gilded dome of the Teatro; the
modern skyscraper hotels are way out
of town.
In recent decades Manaus has been
resuscitated as a tourist and sport fish-

ing center, with an international airport
and a duty-free industrial zone where
imported electronic parts are assembled into TVs, computers, cell phones
and other consumer goods. The population has grown to over two million, if
you include the suburbs, and the glow
of the city’s lights at night can be seen
for miles upriver.
The British brought many benefits to
Manaus during the years of the rubber
boom and after. Among them were
the wrought iron balustrades of the
Teatro Amazonas, made in England to
French design. There is a decorative
steel suspension bridge made in
England, in the style of the Albert
Bridge in London but much smaller,
now called the Ponte Benjamin
Constant, and the first trams in the
city, steam-operated, were British
built. But all these were rather offset,
from the Brazilian point of view, by
the British explorer who allegedly
smuggled rubber tree seeds out of
Brazil to start plantations in Ceylon
(now Sri Lanka -- imperial Brits could
never get local names right!) and
Malaya, ending the rubber boom and
the unique glory of turn-of-the-century
Manaus.

4 generations: Mary with son George, granddaughter Mary & great-granddaughter Lavinia on
violin

Mary Aune celebrated her 95th birthday on 6th June. Her diminutive,
white-haired figure can often be seen
in Sao Conrado, gadding about fearlessly on foot on the fringes of the
Rocinha. She admits somebody once
grabbed her handbag, but she hit him
with it and he ran away (shades of
Margaret Thatcher)! Her birthday
party at her son Knut's house was by
all accounts a sumptuous affair, with
over 80 guests, including Jas and Nicki
McAra, Ron and Carole Lees, Peter
and Cida Szatmari, Bryan and
Jeannette Stanford and Brian and
Ann Robinson, among others,plus
friends from the choir and the
Women's Diocesan Association of
Christ Church, where Mary can be
seen in her pew every Sunday. The
food was absolutely delicious, torradinhas
and dips all night, plus pancakes feitas
na hora with a large choice of toppings, salads and lots of doces. Leila
Grivet of the Christ Church choir
brought four lovely cakes, the largest
for Mary and three for others whose
birthday it was also: son Knut, one of
Mary's nephews and Mary's daughterin-law (George's wife). Renato, an expupil of Christ Church choirmaster
Ruy Wanderley, played the piano all
night, beautifully. Sons George and
Peter sang and played the guitar,
George's daughter sang too and

and Christ Church Sunday services. He is
one of our Brazilian friends who enjoys
speaking English and the company of the
British community. He has an MSc and
DSc in Civil Engineering, both in the
UFRJ/COPPE. He works on the campus
of the UFRJ, in the PETROBRAS
Research and Development Center (CENPES), where he has been doing slope stability analysis of the seabed for many
years in a team of geotechnical civil engineers, geologists and geophysicists. He
has just been promoted to senior equipment engineer.
Congratulations, Leopoldo!
• Vera Lúcia and Patrick HamiltonHill are watching their family grow
in leaps and bounds: firstly with the
marriage of Patrick’s daughter
Loulou to Bobby Davis, which took
place in England at the end of May
on a perfect English summer’s day.
Then, upon their return, Vera
Lucia gained two more grandchildren (for a total of 6 now), with
the births of Helena to Tati and
Felipe on 27th May, and Beatriz,
born to Anne and Erick on 3rd
June. What a week! Congratulations
to all and a big welcome to the new
arrivals.
• In spite of ads in The Umbrella and the
numbers who attended various Margaret
Mee celebrations this year, including supporters of the Margaret Mee Foundation,
not enough people signed up for the
Margaret Mee Centennial Amazon Trip
to the Rio Negro and it had to be cancelled. But a botanical painting trip by
riverboat to the places where she found
the beautiful orchids and bromeliads that
were her subjects did take place in May - see "Amazon trip e-mail" in page 20 of
this issue.
• InC said goodbye to our wonderful
InC Childrens Activities Coordinator,
Jennifer Wilson, in June. Jen and her
husband Pete hosted a lovely "despedida" in their house -- devoid of furniture -- just before moving back to the
States. Apparently, the first guests
arrived shortly after the last moving
van had pulled away from their
doorstep!
• The AmSoc is saying goodbye to members who are getting transferred. We
wish the best to members Jennifer and
Pete Wilson; Luanne and Charlie
Burton; Carmen and Richard
Rinehart, and their families. AmSoc is
also sad to see our board member
Christine Machado and husband Joe
leaving Rio to move to Buenos Aires.
Christine did an amazing job with the
raffles for Independence Day as well as
being our board secretary.

AroundRio

Mary with her son Knut, her grand children
Claudine, Christian and Ana Carolina and her
daughter-in-law Levina.

Mary's eight-year old great-granddaughter, Lavinia, played the violin; a
very talented family!
• After 23 years with Gearbulk, Jimmy
Frew just reached an agreement for him to
officially retire and move out of the
Gearbulk office in Rio Sul. He will be
operating from son Duncan's office in
Catete with a bit of business from Gearbulk
and another project. So, he won't be going
to the Homecoming Gathering because he
needs to get this up and running. His and
Margaret's presence will be sorely missed.
However, Rob McInnes from Macae will be
in Edinburgh (he's sponsoring a ticket
again this year for the MacPhail band);
also Irene and Eddie MacDougall, who
come every year from Buenos Aires to the
Caledonian Ball in Rio. Along with longtime SAS member Mary Crawshaw and
Jack Woodall, who claims clan Carruthers
ancestry on his mother's side, they will
make up a small but hopefully impressive
contingent in the Grand Parade, bearing
the Brazilian and Argentinean flags.
Jimmy's new office is in Rua Correia
Dutra, Catete. His new e-mail addresses
are: Business <marine@scotbras.com.br>
Personal <jhf@scotbras.com.br> His mobile
number remains unchanged: 9206 1977
• New ID card: Mike Royster writes:
Ministry of Justice Portaria 2.524
dated 17th December 2008 permits
foreigners with permanent visas, aged
60 or over, to obtain, free of charge,
an ID card that does not have an expiration date. This will avoid the problem some have faced at foreign airports where the check-in agent says -"Oh! Your visa has expired" -- even
though it hasn't. There has been a dispensation from renewing the ID cards
for people aged 60 and over since Law
9505 of 15th October 1997, but there
are people out there (in airports) who
don't know about the law.
The very same non-expiring ID card
can be obtained by people who are
over 51 but under 60, at the cost of
25% of the normal fee. That's also
part of the new regulations. The reason is that if you got your ID card at
age 51 or more, when it expires you
will be 60 or more and won't have to
get a new one. I don't know what the
fee is.
• Le o p o ld o
Pagane lli is a
well-known,
always smiling
presence in the
BCS, St Andrew
Society (a regular attendee at
Scottish dancing
on Tuesdays),
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Strong British presence
at Brasil Offshore

British Consulate

The UK had one of the biggest national delegations attending the recent,
biannual Brasil Offshore exhibition
(second only to China, now Brazil's
main trading partner). Said to be the
third largest offshore industry event in
the world, with some 44,000 visitors in
2007, the exhibition was held in Rio
state's oil and gas town Macaé from 1619 June this year. More than twenty
British companies came looking for
business.
To get the best out of the British participation, the Consulate's UK Trade
and Investment team organised a
British pavilion and trade mission in
conjunction
with
Scottish
Development International (Scotland
being the obvious location for significant areas of UK oil and gas expertise
because of North Sea production),
along with the Energy Industries
Council (the leading UK organisation
for representing the energy sector
supply chain), which has an office in
Rio and now counts former ConsulGeneral Paul Yaghmourian as one of

its employees at its London-based
headquarters.
As part of his trade promotion work,
the current Consul-General Tim Flear
took part in a briefing of the UK
group on the evening before the exhibition opened, in which KPMG (BCS
member Steve Rimmer) and resident
British businessman Ian Wilkinson
provided in-depth analysis of business
in Brazil and investment opportunities.
Next day, Tim attended the opening
of Brasil Offshore, at which a number
of "authorities" were present -- the UK
already has a strong working relationship with the city of Macaé, which has
seen the signing of an memorandum
of understanding with Aberdeen and
a royal visit by HRH The Duke of York
in 2007. Tim commented to the press:
“It is fantastic to see an ever-growing
number of British companies coming
to do business in Brazil." Head of the
UKTI team in Rio de Janeiro Steve
Graham spoke enthusiastically about
the potential for business in the
Brazilian oil and gas sector: "With the
discovery of oil in the pre-salt area,
Brazil is now one of the most exciting
oil and gas provinces in the world. The

UK is a world leader in innovative
technology and engineering. These
two facts together make the UK and
Brazil natural partners as we all look
for ways in which to exploit these new
fields".
The next instalment of Brasil Offshore
is to be held in June 2011, with the
organisers aiming to beat this year's
record number of 49,000 visitors and
even more foreign exhibitors.

ISAK DIAMANTE
CRECI 35659

Private

Real Estate Broker

Ipanema - Leblon - Lagoa

(21) 7118-8358 / 8895-0028
isakdiamante@gmail.com
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We send our thoughts and prayers
to all those who lost their lives in
the Air France AF447 crash.
Many were part of the expatriate
community in Rio, including:
Luiz Roberto Anastacio,
Michelin's new president for
South America
Erich Walter Heine, member of
the Executive Board of
ThyssenKrupp Steel AG. He was
South African and leaves his wife,
Alet (an InC member), and three
little girls
Michael Harris, AmSoc Board
member and his wife Anne (also
an InC member)
Alexander Bjoroy, 11 years old,
on his way back to school in his
first term in England.

BRITISH &
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Queen's Birthday Party

David Weller, Mary Crawshaw, Anne Phillips,Tim
Flear cut the Queen's birthday cake

The party was a huge success, with an
overabundance of food and plenty
of wine, beer and soft drinks. The
Jubilee Hall was decorated throughout with tablecloths, flowers and
balloons in red, white and blue;
background music was provided by
Aquino on the piano. BCS President
Mary Crawshaw welcomed the guests,
introduced the speakers and ran the
raffle. Christ Church Vicar David
Weller gave an appropriate speech
followed by Consul-General Tim
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Audrey Mason drawing raffle tickets with Mary
Crawshaw

Top raffle prizewinner Margrit Oyens receives her
air ticket from American Airlines representative
Rogerio Schaeffer.

Flear, who asked for a minute's
silence in memory of the victims of
the Air France flight 447 disaster,
gave a speech and then proposed
the Loyal Toast. Raffle tickets were
drawn by Audrey Mason, MBE and
the lucky winners are listed here.
Q B P R af f le w inners & tick et
numbers
1. American Airlines return flight
Rio-USA-Rio: Margrit Oyens (Umbrella's
Pet columnist) - 285
2. TAM return flight Rio-anywhere in
Brazil-Rio: Melchisedech de Carvalho - 177
3. Weekend for 2 in Penedo (Pousada Bela Vista) Includes lunch or dinner
@ Kaskenkorva - Anne Phillips - 240
4. Weekend for 2 @ Copacabana Palace + Feijoada: Clare Cato (BCS Council)
- 254
5. Weekend for 2 @ Intercontinental
Hotel: Alec Kirilloff - 235
6. Feijoada for 2 @ Copacabana Palace: Gillian Hutchinson - 28
7. One night for 2 @ Marriot Hotel
Bill Beith - 134
8. Pérgula Tea for 2 @ Copacabana
Palace: Adam Reid - 286

9. Lunch for 2 @ Restaurante PimentaImperial Itaipava: Nicholas Fletcher -106
10. Meal for 2 @ Marriot Hotel:
Audrey Mason - 8
11. Feijoada for 2 @ Caesar Park:
Nadia Nightingale - 215
12. Mediterranean meal for 2 @ Caesar
Park: Ruth Hulme - 534
13. Gem bird - Boreal Gems: Susan
Weller (Christ Church) 278
14. Jewelled pendant - Neville Thorley:
Robin Brown - 454
15. Reflexology session - Sally Teixeira:
Viviane Richardson - 451
16. Leather bag - Heckel Verri:
Rosângela França - 226
17. Book on wrist watches:
Jeffrey Corner - 252
18. Facial - Silvia Chvaicer Estética:
Marion Zelenoy - 37
19. Waxing - Silvia Chvaicer Estética:
Bryan Stanford -148
20. Icebox - Transocean:
Jenny Byers - 45
21. History of BP book:
Everton Batalha - 241
22. History of BP book:
Jeanette Riddell - 270
23. Bottle of Cachaça - Barril 39:
Leoni - 140
24. Bottle of Cachaça - Barril 39:
Elizabeth Wynn-Jones - 247
25. Bottle of Johnnie Walker Whisky
- Anjel Festas: Ana Evans -163
26. Bottle of Johnnie Walker Whisky
- J. Walker: Leopoldo Paganelli - 275
Mary Crawshaw would like to thank
First Deputy Chair and Social
Committee Chair Henry Adler and
all others who helped to organise
decoration of the Jubilee Hall,
catering, raffle ticket selling, who
obtained raffle prizes from donors,
who worked on the door and assisted
in many other ways to making the
occasion the success that it was.
Special thanks are due to the British
School for contributing to the fine
choice of food, which was catered
and served by Pedro Silvestrini of
Anjel Festas. Sample comments:
"Lovely piano music", "Delicious
food", "Lots of good raffle prizes."
Preliminary accounting shows a
profit of R$2.000 for charity.
Christmas Card Competition
We will be selling our BCS
Christmas cards this year. These
are already available at the BCS
office in the Christ Church
cloisters during office hours. But
besides the existing wide selection
of designs, both traditional and
modern, with Brazilian as well as
English themes and wording in

English or Portuguese (or blank),
we would like to have some new
ones. So we are running a
competition for new designs, open
to all ages. The prize for those
selected will be 25 cards with the
winner's own design, and the
number of prizes will depend on
the quality of the entries. The
judges will be members of the BCS
Council. Deadline for entries is 15
September 2009.

will be letting you know through our
Member E-Newsletter about upcoming lectures.
We also offer monthly Happy Hours
at various venues throughout the city.
This past one was at Rio Scenarium
and hosted by Audrey Holekamp.
Our members were offered a
complimentary caipirinha to start off
the evening. There were over 25
members chatting and dancing on
that occasion.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
The American Society Board of Governors has been actively pursuing new
social and intellectual pursuits for its
diverse group of members. We always
emphasize that our organization
invites all nationalities to join us; we
have many Brazilians in our group
and on our board and we promote
diversity of interests and cultures.
This past month there was an
excursion to Bonito where everyone
enjoyed, in their words, a fabulous
time snorkeling and nature walking.
We will be offering more fun trips and
overnights through the year. Thank you
to board member, Audrey Holekamp,
for initiating this endeavor.
A world-renowned anthropologist,
Dr. Nancy Scheper-Hughes, gave a fascinating talk about the live trafficking of
human organs and its consequences
to a group of approximately 50
members and guests. We thank the
JW Marriott Hotel for partnering with
AmSoc on this event. Board member
Inez de Mello e Souza is organizing
the Speaker Series this year and we

Our monthly Women's Coffee was
held at the beautiful Yacht Club and was
graciously hosted by Claudia Christina
Lima and Dr. Arnaldo Miranda.
There was a lively discussion and an
opportunity to meet other AmSoc
members.
The Independence Day Celebration
at the Escola Americana, which was
chaired by board members Jenee
Slocum and Caren Addis, was especially
fun-filled, with live music by the
Arizona band, a softball game and
children's activities and, of course, an
American barbecue; a whopping 300
plus people attended. Christine Machado, a board member, organized the
fabulous raffle prizes. Congratulations to our top prizes winners,
Sirpa de las Heras who won the CVC
7-day trip for two to Natal; Steve
Yolen who won the American
Airlines trip to the USA; Stuart
Graham who won the Amsterdam
Sauer necklace; Crystal Hu who won
the Amsterdam Sauer ring and Paul
Duval who won the Amsterdam Sauer
earrings, all from their Rainbow
Collection. Sirpa, we will want to see
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some pictures from your CVC trip to
Natal. We thank all the contributors
of raffle prizes and those who
purchased tickets for a chance to
win. We always recommend support
for the establishments that helped
make it a big success. Christine put
together bags with some treats and
the business cards of those who
participated. We always appreciate
the continued support of our
generous sponsors who help make
American Society a thriving organization and give us the ability to
pursue more events that appeal to a
cross section of our membership.
We are in the process of creating a
new website which is still in the
stages of being put together. A 100
percent volunteer organization has
its challenges but we have an
amazing group of women and men
working many volunteer hours to
make AmSoc be the best it can be.
We were devastated by the loss of
AmSoc Board member Michael Harris
and his wife Anne in the AF447
disaster [see obituary elswhere in the
issue. - Ed.] This past month was also
the memorial service for Nancy Celen-
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"Cheers, Jimmy, great party!"

tano, who was an avid American
Society member and organized the
Tex Mex dinner. Her bereaved
husband Gene visited Rio and will be
back in October to spend summer
here with friends.
Events to look forward to: Speaker
Series, Happy Hours, Cajun Food
Fest, Thanksgiving Dinner on the
Marriott Rooftop, Pancake Breakfast, Women's Coffee and Halloween Party. We always welcome
participation on a leadership level,
committee level and just members
wanting to have fun!
Please note our new phone number,
2125-9132, where you can leave a
message and someone will get back
to you. Also, if you wish to send an
email message, please write to:
<contact@amsocrio.org>, or if it is
about membership, to: <membership@
amsocrio.org>.
See you soon...

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
4th Annual SAS x MOGA Golf
Match, Teresopolis Golf Club

The MOGA committee, glorious in defeat
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This was nothing less than the
greatest golfing challenge ever
attempted by the Society in living
memory. All credit must be given to
the organizers, Philip Healey, Robin
Brown and the staff of the
Teresopolis Golf Club, with lots of
help from Suzan Carter. To top the
icing on the cake, after three defeats
away from home, a strong SAS team
managed to score its first victory
over MOGA by a convincing 354 to
312 par points.

Strippin` the Willow`s not for the faint hearted

Almost 70 golfers teed off to a
shotgun start on an absolutely
glorious day up there in the Serra
highlands. Scottish Link Pipe Band
senior piper, Muniz, began marching
up and down, warming up his
instrument. A low growl became a
deep throated drone, then, with a
sharp hard slap to the pigskin bag,
the blood tingling skirl of the Great
Highland Bagpipe echoed and reechoed around the course, bouncing
back off the surrounding mountain
tops to send a surge of adrenalin up
through the Scottish golfers’ arms.
Even Steve Rimmer’s cupful of
watery Scottish blood came to the
boil, as he fired off the longest drive
of the day and led the SAS line with
37 par points. Nevertheless, the
gallant Oilmen still came away with
the highest score of the day with
Jaqueline Lippi’s 38 par points.
When it was observed that the sound of
the bagpipes was also raising the game
of the Macae Scots in the MOGA
team, they were quickly silenced by
the SAS president, nervously assisted
by four Teresopolis Golf Club
members of Italian extraction, who,
moments before, had been waving a
white flag and trying to surrender to
the piper.
Top scores were as follows:
For SAS, Steve Rimmer, 37: Tom
Nelson, 36: Mark Woodcock, 36:
Einar Villanger, 36.
For MOGA, Jaqueline Lippi, 38: Tap
Ver, 34: John Marshall, 34: Aron
Dougherty, 33.

When the sun dips down behind the
mountains at this time of year, the
temperature in Teresopolis drops
dramatically. It’s time to set a light to
the piles of firewood which are all
stacked up and ready to burn in the
two great fireplaces in the clubhouse. A hundred noisy, hungry and
thirsty revellers had gathered
around the bar swapping stories
about this putt or that which would
have almost got them into the top
ten if it had only dropped down into
the hole instead of whizzing over the
top of it. Thankfully the sand in the
bunker on the other side of the
green had stopped it from rolling
down the bank and into the stream.
After the prizegiving, with the magnificent 81-year-old Quaich trophy
proudly on display on the bar, the
haggis was piped in ceremoniously
to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the birth of Scotland's
national bard, Robert Burns, and
the Homecoming Year.
The Petropolis Highland Dancers
followed the address to the haggis
with an impeccable display of
highland dancing which received
resounding applause from their
appreciative audience.
After the buffet supper, it was
“everybody on the floor for the Gay
Gordons” which set the tone for the
rest of the night, with the right
mixture of Scottish dances and disco
dancing from the Sixties to the
Nineties.
The fifth international airline ticket for
the MacPhail band was generously
offered by the Macae Oilmen’s Golf
Association, so the band sponsors
are now Core IRM, York Group, TSC
Offshore, MOGA, LBH Brasil and
Scotbras.
In a year clouded by a world depression out there and a dwindling
international community in here,
the 2009 SAS x MOGA Golf match
and social will stand out as one of
the St. Andrew Society’s most
successful and enjoyable events in
recent times and another fitting
commemoration of the 250th
anniversary of Robert Burns and the
2009 Homecoming Year. No doubt
many more than usual will now be
looking forward to the 2009 Homecoming Quaich tournament weekend
in September, so congratulations all
round to everyone who took part in
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the 2009 Homecoming SAS x Moga.
Every one of you was a winner!
The Homecoming Gathering,
Edinburgh, Scotland
Surrounded by a heaving mass of
Americans, Canadians and Australians,
in the middle of the Queen’s Park,
Holyrood, Edinburgh, there will be a
tiny group from Rio, Macae and Buenos
Aires, representing South American
Scots who have come home for the
250th anniversary of Robert Burns at
the Homecoming Highland Games.
Read all about their Scottish adventures
in a later issue of The Umbrella.
Scottish Country Dancing
Every Tuesday evening from about
half past seven at the Paissandu Club
in Leblon. You can learn hornpipes,
jigs, strathspeys and reels, under the
patient tuition of Audrey Hieatt, or
just tap your feet under the table with
a chopp in your hand and a plate of
chips. The menu is good, too.

THE ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION (RBL)
A Tribute to Stan Haynes from the
Committee of The Royal British
Legion Rio de Janeiro Branch.

corners
and more...

Stan Haynes in his boat

T. S. (Stan) Haynes MBE
We were all saddened to hear Stan
Haynes died on the 3rd May 2009.
But those members who were able to
attend a Service of Thanksgiving for
the Life of Stan Haynes at the Rio
Yacht Club Chapel on the 14th May
were cheered by the many stories told
about him on land and sea and in the
air. His services to the community
and to the work of the Royal British
Legion were equal highlights.
Former Branch Chairman, Patrick
Hamilton-Hill, recounted Stan's wartime service in the Royal Air Force,
leading to Stan joining the RBL in
Wales when he discovered a way of
avoiding the 'dry Sunday' law. That may
have been in Stan's best interests, but

Patrick showed how over some 60
years of membership Stan's heart was
really dedicated to caring for others,
a role he discharged unstintingly for
many years as Branch Welfare
Committee Chairman.
Stan kept contact with the Services,
whether by meeting transiting RAF
aircrew or, thanks to Seymour Marvin
and his yacht Dona Panela, taking
sailors from visiting Royal Navy ships
on a Banyan. There he would turn
navy sausages, steaks and beef
burgers into something much more
exotic with any or all the multitude
of sauces he had to hand. This was a
far cry from the tension of his
international yacht racing days. He
was also the Royal Naval Sailing
Association (RNSA) Harbour Liaison

9

4

corners
and more...
Officer for Rio and an Honorary
Life Member, and the Flag Officers,
Com-mittee and Members of the
RNSA have paid their own tribute to
Stan through a m e s s a g e s e n t t o
t h e B r a n c h Secretary.
We remember Stan as a courageous
officer and for his support work with
the RBL, but there were many other
kind acts that Stan performed which
some readers will know about from
personal experience. What is clear is
that during his lifetime Stan Haynes
made a unique and huge contribution for good for which we are all
very grateful. He will be missed.
The Committee and Members of the
Rio de Janeiro Branch of the RBL
send their sincerest condolences to
Stan's family.
Steve Carnt Hon. Sec.,
for Branch Committee
[See also the Tribute to Stan Hayne s
on p.10 of last month's (June 2009)
Umbrella. - Ed.]

THE INTERNATIONAL
CLUB
Although the InC takes a welldeserved vacation break in July, we
were very busy in June. Events last
month included a sold-out tour of
the Itamaraty Palace, led by the
capable Robin Evens, who stepped
in as our cultural coordinator while
Beatrice Labonne is enjoying her
time off in her native France. We had
almost standing room only at the
Happy Hours, cafezinhos and the June
General Meeting, at which our
featured
speaker
was
a
respresentative of the ThyssenKrupp
AG steel mill -- said to be the largest
private investment project in Brazil
at present (around 5 billion!). On
22nd August, some lucky InC
members will be granted a private
tour of the ThyssenKrupp AG steel
mill in Santa Cruz. We are all
looking forward to that! After seeing
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steel, how about looking at some
greenery?
We will have our
"Welcome Back from Vacation"
family event -- a picnic and tour of
the Jardim Botanico -- also on 22nd
August.
Please note that the fantastic InC
guide to goods and services in Rio
"The Rio Riches" is hot off the press
(our 5th updated edition) and
available for purchase at the low sum
of only R$50 per copy. Look no
further than "The Rio Riches" 2009
edition for everything you ever
wanted to know about life in Rio. It
gives recommendations obtained
from all our members regarding
doctors, dentists, restaurants, gift
shops, fabric stores, clothing
emporiums, schools, churches,
clubs, hard-to-find specialty items,
caterers, lighting specialists, fix-it
shops and even plastic surgeons! Just
contact any of the Executive Board
members at an InC event to get your
copy!
Planning is already underway for
our 2009 charity fundraiser. This
year, we are putting together a 50's
party called "Let it Rock". It will take
place on 18th September at the
Paissandu Club in Leblon and aside
for a fun evening of dancing,
drinking and dining we will be
raffling off some terrific items. So,
mark your calendars now so that you
can join us and "rock around the
clock" to a great band playing your
rock and roll favorites. Tickets are
R$100 per person, all inclusive, and
the price is the same for INC
members as for our sister socieites;
i.e. the BCS, St. Andrew and the
American Society. Tickets are
available now, contact any EB
member to reserve yours, or Jackie
Stern at <jdb@amcham.com.br>. If you
want to be part of the planning
committee for "Let it Rock" there
are still some slots open and we need
you -- just let Jackie know if you want
to help out.
Speaking of charities, we are proud
to announce that this year the CDC
analyzed a record number of charitable requests. Based on the recommendations of the CDC, the Executive
Board of the InC has authorized the
donation of R$30.000 to 13 worthy
organizations. We are very proud that
we are able to assist so many people
in need in greater Rio. If enough of
The Umbrella readers attend "Let it
Rock" maybe we will have a similar

amount available for charity next
year as well.
Check out our website at
<wwww.incrio.org.br> for up-to-theminute information on all our
upcoming events. It won't be on
vacation in July, though we will!

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
JUMBLE SALE – Wednesday 8th
July, Jubilee Hall, Christ Church,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo –
from 10 am until 12 noon.
At the time of writing this article for
the July edition of The Umbrella, we
are but a few weeks away from the
8th of July. Thanks to all of you who
have so kindly responded to our
appeal for donations, deliveries
continue to arrive in a constant flow
and hopefully this trend will
continue. We receive contributions
for the Jumble Sale all the year
round. If you have separated any
items you intend to send along to
the WDA for this year’s event, there
may still be time to do so and the
WDA would be most grateful.
Deliveries can be made any day
during the week to Karen, secretary,
Christ Church, telephone 2226-7332
or to the BCS secretary, Gaynor,
telephone 2537-6695, between 8.30
am. and 4.30 pm. Please remember
that between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm.
when the school finishes, cars are
not allowed into the grounds.
Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys
can be bought any day during the
week within office hours and
especially on Tuesday mornings,
when the WDA ladies are present.
Our prices are good and all the
ingredients are natural and contain
no preservatives. We wish to remind
you that we have a supply of Lemon
Curd available – it is kept in the
refrigerator and is not on view in the
kitchen. A substantial amount of the
funds donated to the different
charities at the end of each year
comes from the sale of these
products. Please let your friends and
neighbours know they are available
Once the Jumble Sale is over we
shall start to focus all our efforts on
the Christmas Bazaar, but in the
meantime we look forward to
informing you of the results of the
Jumble Sale in next month’s issue of
The Umbrella.

THE NEW PLAYERS
The New Players presented an
evening of comedy in June with three
short plays from Alarms &
Excursions by Michael Frayn. Jakki
Saysell directed two of the playlets,
Doubles and Alarms, expertly
guiding the eight actors through a
maze of doors, invisible walls and
wayward gadgets, which reduced
them all to total chaos. In Immobiles,
Michael Royster took on the task of
directing his cast through a series of
missed phone calls and messages,
from airports to seedy pubs and
finally hospital (and prison!). The
group included some faces well
known to the community, such as
David Weller, Jenny Byers, Fiona
Brown, Marcio Mello and Steve
Rimmer (in this group "well-known"
means you've done it at least once
before!). It also introduced a host of
new performers: Emilia Zin, Moira
McLauchlan, Paula Jardim, Leah
Wilks, Mark Archer, Miguel Abeledo
and Rodrigo Risant. Noises off were
by Antonio Loureiro. Backstage
(actually, in front) Felipe Teixeira
and Greg Young, both former TBS
pupils, reprised their student efforts
in the lighting box, with one of the
most complicated arrangements of

sound and light any of us have ever
had to work with.
The New Players have plans for
regular meetings in the second half
of the year, with ideas for workshops,
theatre visits and possibly another
production before Christmas. If
you'd like to get involved, at any
level, please contact them at
<newplayers@britishschool.g12.br> -- all
nationalities and levels of experience
(or lack of,) are welcome.
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corners
and more...
“Doubles”

“Immobiles”

“Alarms”
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CHRIST CHURCH
LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
I want to start by drawing your attention to the information below about the
ALPHA Course. We’d love you to come
along, whether or not you are a member of Christ Church. Alpha has been
used by Churches in many parts of the
world to present the Christian faith in a
friendly relaxed way, giving plenty of
opportunities for questions and debate.
The Course always centres upon a meal
together which breaks the ice and
enables friendships to form right from
the start. Please get in touch if you’d
like to come along, it starts in mid
August.
That’s what happening in the future.
Looking back to Sunday 7th June, Christ
Church hosted an Act of Remembrance
for those who died on Flight AF447. It

was a special occasion, poignant, powerful, and personal. We greatly appreciated the support from the Consulate,
the British School, the BCS and the
American Society who came and took
part in the Service. My wife Sue
preached, pointed us to words from the
Prophet Isaiah and called on us to seek
shelter and hope in the midst of turmoil in a relationship with Almighty
God. There are times in life when there
are no easy answers to difficult questions, but let’s remember neither is
God absent from the pain of human
suffering.
On a final note the New Players’
“ Alarms and Excursions” in early June
gave many of us a well timed excuse to
relax and smile. The final line of
“Alarms” went like this; “I’ll tell you my
side of the story”. As a final thought every

Wh at is th e poin t of life? Wh at h appen s w h en w e die?
Wh at r elevan ce does Jesus h ave for our lives today?
How do w e deal w ith guilt?
If you w ould like to ex plor e an y of th ese question s,
th en Alph a is for you.

Starting in August
Please contact Rev. David Weller if you would like to take part,
giving the area of Rio
where you live and if you prefer daytime or evening.
riochaplain@gmail.com, tel. 2539 9488. All welcome.
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David Weller and Moira McLauchlan in “Alarms and
Excursions”

committed Christian has a story to
tell, their testimony of faith, why they
believe. Why not ask a Christian this
month to tell you their story. Knowing
a good many from those who are
members of Christ Church, there are
some gems out there waiting to be
told.
For those of you travelling in July, I
pray you’ll have safe travel.
God Bless,
Rev. David

HOMELESS CHILD
Andrea Grainger
The Mulryan Family Foundation was
set up by Irishman Sean Mulryan,
property developer, who was shocked
by the plight of street kids and level of
violence on a brief visit with his family
to Brazil.

Homeless Child has built Casa Irlanda
for Task Brasil, a home for twenty
children aged 6-12 years old. In the
Mare favela, Homeless Child is
providing technical and legal expertise
and has completed plans for the
construction of a new building for the
community crèche, which helps
support families in situations of risk
and vulnerability. This project will be
the first building ever to obtain official
planning permission in the Complexo da
Mare. The Minister of Education has
now committed to building the three
storey project as a pilot scheme for
crèches in poor communities
throughout Rio de Janeiro.
In Duque de Caxias, Homeless Child is
partnered with Children of Brasil
which runs a number of projects
dedicated to educate as well as
empower the community. These
projects include a food and nutrition
programme for up to 100 children, two
local crèches and a university support
scheme. Homeless Child has made
various grants to other local charities to
help with operational activities and
capacity building.
In 2008, the Mulryan Family
Foundation was officially registered as
an Irish charity and is currently
finalising plans to develop a state-ofthe-art centre, which will offer
assistance for up to a thousand
children and their families. The
Mulryan Family Foundation Centre
will offer education, social and
psychological support to children
living on the street, or children at risk
who are transferred to the project

Children at Creche Comunitária jardim Nova Holanda

through Social Services in Rio de
Janeiro. The centre will also work with
the families of the children, helping
the children reintegrate or embrace a
new family through adoption if family
contact is no longer possible.
Very few institutions work with the
family, helping to find employment or
education which will improve the
families’ situation and directly improve
the life of the child, preventing the
ongoing cycle of children going onto
the street due to economic deprivation
and lack of social structures.

Homeless Child would like to take this
opportunity to appeal for help with our
crèche and community centre projects
which are in desperate need of
furniture, kitchen equipment, fridges,
cookers etc as well as little school tables
and chairs for the youngest children.
Please get in touch if you have
anything you think might be of use
<andrea@homelesschild.ie> (21)76658859
or <anna@homelesschild.ie>
(21)22940292.
[Andrea was the subject of The
Umbrella's Interview in the Oct. 2008
issue, p.13 - Ed]

Worthy Causes

Since its founding in Ireland in 2001,
the Foundation has helped develop
several important projects in Rio. In
2006 they officially registered
Homeless Child as a Brazilian charity
and began to establish partnership
with charities and local community
groups working in Rio de Janeiro. The
initial emphasis was on the provision
of proper infrastructure in which
social and educational projects can be
developed to help street children or
children living in situations of risk.

The Mulryan Family
Foundation Centre will
bridge the gap between
children’s homes and
community centres,
offering shelter and care
to children that need it
whilst also working with
the families of the
children and keeping
t h e m t o g e t h e r, t h u s
p r e v e n t i n g
institutionalisation in
the first place.
The centre will be a small
village of children’s homes
with day care, educational,
sport, health and social
assistance facilities for the
children living within the
centre and their families,
as well as the local
community. The Mulryan
Family Foundation is also
working closely with the
local council on plans for
the project to include a
centre for children with
disabilities, where they
and their families can
receive care and therapy,
socialise and play with
others in the community.
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Jackie Stern
This is it – my final interview for The
Umbrella, before we leave Rio at the
end of the month. Twenty-seven
people have been profiled on this page
– each one of you with a fascinating
tale to tell. My heartfelt thanks to you
all.

Interview

This month I bring you Jackie Stern, a
power in the expat world for a number
of years. A former President of the InC,
she is currently organising their big
charity fundraiser for the year – “Let it
Rock”, which will take place at the
Paissandu Club on 18th September.
All Umbrella readers are cordially
invited to attend.
The InC is natural territory for Jackie
– born in New York to a Brazilian
father and an Austrian mother – as
is organisation. Although she wanted
originally to be a diplomat, after
graduating from UCLA, she was
“wooed” into commercial banking.
Her career took her all over the
Americas.
Jackie is married to Bruno and has two
daughters, Caroline and Alexandra,
both of whom graduated from The
British School in Rio.
When did you/your family come to
live in Rio?
We arrived in Rio at the turn of the
century - the year 2000.
What brought you to Brazil?
Over twenty years ago, my husband
accepted an offer to manage a
Brazilian firm in the wood business
called Gethal SA, based in Porto
Alegre. Since we were both bankers in
New York City at the time, you can
imagine how thrilled I was to move to
the wilds of Rio Grande do Sul!
What were your first impressions?
Well, in terms of southern Brazil, I was
amazed at how regional they were –
Republic of the Pampas – and how the
first thing they told us was that they
were practically Europeans and could
trace their ancestry back directly to
Germany or Italy or Spain, unlike the
rest of Brazil.
Where else have you lived?
I lived in Salvador, Bahia when I was a
child, then Los Angeles; New York;
Caracas, Venezuela; New York again;
then Porto Alegre; São Paulo and now
Rio.
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Has your family settled here for good?
I never say never, because you don’t
know the turns life throws at you, but I
think we will stay in Rio for the
foreseeable future because we love it
here.
Is your spouse Brazilian? Where and
how did you meet?
Bruno is Uruguayan and we met in
graduate school at Columbia University,
New York.
What is your favourite place in the city?
There are so many. I think Rio is one
of the most beautiful cities in the
world. I love the view of the beach
from the Forte de Copacabana and the
Mirante do Leblon; the city sprawled
before you from on high at the
Emperor’s Table and the Vista
Chinesa; walking in the Jardim
Botanico; dusk falling in Parque Lage;
the sights of downtown from Chácara
do Céu and Parque das Ruinas, not to
mention the vistas if you hike up the
Pedra da Gávea or the Bico do
Papagalho in the Tijuca forest (in the
interest of full disclosure, I have only
done the latter once).
Do you samba?
I try, I love the rhythm but my kids will
tell you that I have two left feet.
Beaches or mountains?
Beaches. Give me sun any day (but
don’t tell my dermatologist!).
Where is your favourite place to eat?
I think that the restaurants in Rio
have improved overall since we have
lived here. I still love to take visitors to
Porcão in Flamengo for the
spectacular views, but my current
favorites are Le Vin in Ipanema and
the Thai place, originally from Búzios,
in Leblon, Sawasdee.
Caipirinha or chopp?
Caipirinha, definitely – as often and as
many as possible…
What has changed most in Rio in the
time that you have been here?
The traffic has gotten much worse,
though I think security has improved
and the city is cleaner than it was
under previous administrations. The
big challenge for Rio is to contain the
growth of the favelas and the violence
they breed. Most of us live in the
Zona Sul or Barra - if you go to the
Zona Norte or any of the sprawling
slums, it is a completely different
world.

Can Rio's problems be solved?
If the city and state governments were
really to confront Rio’s problems –
health care, education etc – and, once
and for all, deal with the favelas by
removing them (as Lacerda did with the
favela around the Lagoa in the 1960’s)
or at least containing their growth,
Rio’s problems could be solved. Various
real estate developers have plans to
build apartment complexes in places
like Rocinha and resettle the people
into unused buildings downtown, but
these plans never go forward because it
is such a politically charged issue and
corruption is so prevalent in various
levels of government. I hope Paes and
Cabral are on the right track, but it is
too early to tell.
How long will you stay in Rio?
As I said, we are probably here for
good. Nevertheless, if I suddenly came
into a fortune I wouldn’t mind having
a place in New York City and splitting
my time between Rio and New York.
Do you follow closely what goes on in
the USA?
Yes, via cable TV and reading the
major US papers on-line.
Are you an optimist or a pessimist?
Unfortunately, a pessimist and a
cynic…
What keeps you busy?
I am still quite involved with the
International Club of Rio. I am also
starting to work as a salesperson for a
self publishing house here in Rio
called Publit. My goal is to increase
their penetration into the literary
market. There is still a preconception
among authors that self-publishing is
simply “vanity press” but that is
changing quickly. And, in doing this, I
hope finally to have my own novel
(that I have been writing and re-writing
for years) published!
Interview by Lucy Beney

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
BACK AGAIN TO RIO DE CONTAS, BAHIA

HENRY ADLER
It’s not often that we return to a place
we’ve already explored, but we’d heard
that there were so many ‘new’ places to
visit around Rio de Contas in south Bahia
near the southern end of Chapada
Diamantina N.P. that we decided to jump
in the 4 x 4 and go. Two days later found
us in Brumado, under 100 km from our
destination. Instead of the expected
bumpy dirt road running parallel to the
serra there was a long straight stretch of
new looking tarmac with lots of trucks
and buses. As we got closer to
Livramento the scrub gave way to fruit
farms – mango, passion fruit, papaya –
wall to wall plantations for at least
30km! Livramento had become a busy,
modern town with all that means in
terms in today’s Brazil. It lives off the
fruit business with many fruit packing
factories, workshops making boxes,
trucking businesses, fertilizer stores and
warehouses.
As we started the last steep 13km up the
serra to Rio de Contas we saw that not
everything had changed. The Cachoeira
do Brumado with its twin falls was still
there, despite the damming of the river
to form a huge lake the far side of the
town. The kids were still jumping in and
out of the ‘tanque’ that irrigated a farm.
We knew the road up had been paved –
even painted an ecological green! That
green colour had now faded to a definitely autumnal shade.
WORLD HERITAGE SAVES!
Entering Rio de Contas was reassuring;
the church built by the slaves was still
there though obviously much the worse
for wear. The School, built at the beginning of the 20th century, is as resplendent as ever with its original architecture.
The streets are still cobbled. There are no
modern buildings, at least in sight, and
the locals go around on horseback, mule
and pony and trap despite a surge in
scooters and small motorbikes. When we
got to the main square we saw that a
road had been cut through it. It may
have been cobbled just like the square
but it destroyed that previous perfect
colonial vision – the Casa de Câmara and
old jail, now the Forum, at one end, the
Matriz at the other and small, low colonial houses all around. Not to mention
the vast increase in motorized traffic. Off
this square are all the main streets and it

was clear that since the old colonial centre became a World Heritage site no new
building or altering of façades could take
place. Of course changes have been
made to the interiors of many old buildings – some are now attractive pousadas,
others are used commercially as internet
cafés, restaurants and tourist agencies.
Walking through to the huge plaza where
the Prefeitura, Theatre and some old
mansions are located, one can see nothing has changed. The central area is still
grass and the houses provide a multicoloured backdrop and surround to the
plaza. It’s only when you head down
towards the river that you see a major
change, though not necessarily for the
worse. With the new dam and lake
behind it, the flow of water in the part of
the river through town has been controlled. This allowed the construction of
a new “tourist complex” of restaurants,
parking areas, local handicraft stores etc.
It doesn’t impact on the historic centre
and takes the pressure off converting the
original constructions to tourist needs.
And the restaurant’s not bad, either! Out
of season it’s the only one open at night!
SEARCH OUT THE LOCAL FOODS
It’s the dam and the resulting lake that
have caused the most changes. The old
quilombo (community of runaway slaves)
was moved further from town. A new
hotel, though in an old building, has
been established on top of the hill overlooking the lake. There are plans to create a commercial fishing business (but
where would they sell the fish?) Some
things, though, don’t change. Even
though the quilombo has moved it
remains a blacks-only community. It now
has a school, health post and community centre and lives off its handicrafts and
culinary items. We found a woman who
makes Óleo de Pequi from the fruit of a
tree common in the cerrado. The oil is
used as a substitute for butter to make
rice, meat and chicken dishes as well as
black beans (feijão). It has a distinctive
flavour of its own and can be used in
sweet dishes. In the quilombo a favourite
is cuscus de milho. It’s also said to be
good for treating bronchitis and cough.
The ‘white’ village, now a small town
called Mato Grosso (!), continues white –
and not just the inhabitants, originally all
Portuguese settlers from the Azores. It

Lady cooking rapadura

wouldn’t look out of place in modern
southern Portugal with its whitewashed
walls, red roofs and neat, paved roads.
Maybe the ‘apartheid’ of a few generations ago (see the article in the
September 2004 Umbrella) has diminished but old habits die hard despite the
efforts made to change the minds of the
kids at school.
The growth of tourism has led to some
of the old fazendas and crafts opening
their doors though still maintaining their
traditions. You can enjoy a wide choice
of fine cachaças, including those made
from organically grown cane at Fazenda
Vaccaro. They also make jams and other
goodies from local fruits. We tried
Tomate Berinjela jam. It’s neither tomato
nor aubergine but, according to the
owner, a plant called by that name. I still
prefer marmalade but if you don’t try
you’ll never discover anything new.
Ever seen rapadura being made? It was a
tough drive up the serra, even for a 4x4,
on a rocky track interspersed with big
boulders. The family who own the land
grow their own sugarcane, extract the
juice using an ancient press with the
help of their cows and mules, boil the
juice down in huge, old copper pans
over open wood fires and then pour the
rapadura into old wooden moulds to set.
The result is delicious and you can buy a
block to take back with you.
Best of all is to take some of the daylong hikes. That’s in the next article.
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BRICs Without Straw?

threatening to destabilize the Bretton
Woods global system.

Quentin Lewis

Money

The BRIC nations -- Brazil, Russia,
India and China -- recently met at a
summit in Yekaterinburg in Russia (the
city where the last Tsar of All the
Russias and his family were assassinated
by the Bolsheviks). The summit ended
quietly with little criticism of the US
dollar and no major announcement of
new trade-backed currency swaps.
Although most major economic commentators suggest that the dollar will remain
the world’s reserve currency for many
years to come, the BRIC emerging
market countries have seemed restless
on this subject. They are careful not to be
overly critical of the US fiscal situation
and the apparent weak fundamentals
of the US economy. This is not surprising given the huge quantity of US
treasury bonds that Brazil, Russia,
India and China are carrying in the
form of foreign reserves. Although
Russia and China have been a bit more
public with their concerns, little real
progress on this subject has been made
between the four countries in
discussions of trade-backed currency
swaps. These swaps would allow trade
to occur between the BRICs without
using the US dollar. In order to
understand the significance of such a
decision it is important to understand
how the US dollar gained its role as the
world’s reserve currency and why this is
important to the United States and its
current economic hegemony.
From 1870 to 1914 the world saw a
period of economic prosperity and
stability. Global prices were subdued.
(Despite the fact that prices saw shortterm volatility, it is traditionally taught
in British economic history that prices
were unchanged for almost 100 years
between 1820 and 1914). International
trade and transactions were settled in
gold and this permitted a selfcorrecting mechanism for avoiding
large imbalances to develop. If a
country ran a current account deficit
for too long, its gold inventories would
be reduced and its currency supply
would contract. This contraction and
subsequent economic slowdown would
reduce demand for imports and leave
more goods left over for the export
market, contributing to an improvement in the nation's current account.
This self-correcting mechanism is called
the “price specie flow mechanism” and was
originally formulated by the Scottish
philosopher/economist David Hume.
During the inter-war years of 19191939, debt from the Great War ravaged
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John Maynard Keynes

the global anchor economies and left
the USA as the lender of last resort.
Europe's industrial base was in tatters
and its nations were heavily indebted to
the USA. Throughout the 1920s, central
bank gold reserves were being increasingly concentrated in the USA.
However the USA did not formally
assume a reserve currency role until
later. In 1930, 60% of monetary gold
reserves were held in France and the
USA. By 1942, 20 thousand metric
tonnes (52% of global stocks) of gold
were held by the USA.
In 1944 a conference was held at
Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, USA.
The world had been whip-lashed by two
massive wars and the Great Depression.
The 42 nations that met at the Bretton
Woods conference determined that a
new system should be implemented
whereby international transactions
could occur on a level playing field,
while allowing countries to implement
policies to encourage economic recovery
and growth. All currencies were pegged
against the dollar and the dollar was to
be convertible into gold. The US dollar
became the reserve currency of the
world and the basis for all international
trade. This revolutionary exchange
rate system permitted countries to
devalue their currencies by up to 10%
in order to overcome economic
hardship. By 1950, 75% of all monetary
gold was held by the USA. However, as
Europe recovered its industrial base
and devalued its currencies, the huge
US current account surplus was slowly
transformed into growing deficits.
France increasingly looked to cash in
its US dollars for gold. By 1967, Europe
had reclaimed 18.6 metric tonnes of
gold bullion whilst the US reserves had
dwindled to 10.7 metric tonnes.
America's President Lyndon Johnson
was struggling to maintain its “guns
and butter” policies, and this was
exhausting its gold reserves and

In 1971 President Richard Nixon
blocked the conversion of US dollars
into gold, effectively “closing the gold
window”. He did this to avoid totally
exhausting US gold inventories. The
US dollar was still the world's reserve
currency but was now no longer
backed by anything more than faith in
its value. A global fiat money system
had been created. The saying “We are
all Keynesians now” is often attributed
to Nixon. However it was the American
economist Milton Friedman who made
the statement in reaction to this
unprecedented monetary situation.
The global fiat money system has been
wonderful for the developed countries
of the world, especially for the USA.
With all major tradable products
priced in US dollars, the US economy
could grow and expand its monetary
base with little risk of inflation at home.
It has often been pointed out that
America's biggest import is oil and its
biggest export was inflation. This 40-year
period seems to be coming to an end.
The principal architects of the Bretton
Woods agreement, John Maynard Keynes
and Dexter White, did not originally
imagine a global exchange rate system
linked to one currency. Keynes was the
man who made “beneficial inflation”
reputable and famous. (Although
Keynes is remembered as the father of
modern monetary policy, it is
interesting to note that David Hume
was father of the idea of “beneficial
inflation”. Almost 200 years before
Keynes had got started, Hume was
already claiming that an increased
monetary supply would increase
aggregate
production
without
necessarily leading to price inflation).
Nevertheless, it is difficult to imagine
how Hume's “price specie flow
mechanism” works if you mess
around with the money supply.
Keynes knew that any country which
undertook the role of reserve
currency would be caught in the
“Triffin dilemma" (named after the
Belgian-American economist who
identified the problem), where
interests of national monetary policy
would clash with interests of global
monetary policy. Keynes proposed
that global trade and exchange
should be conducted in Bancor. The
Bancor would be backed by a basket
of 30 commodities. Markets would
determine the value of currencies in
relation to Bancor whilst keeping
trade fair and transparent.

When the Federal Reserve announced
in March 2009 its intention to buy up
to US$1 trillion in government bonds it
stepped clearly into the Triffin
dilemma. The US clearly put national
monetary policy ahead of global
monetary interests and responsibility.

considered an eccentric concept in
modern economic theory.

The Chinese want to talk about a new
currency regime. The US wants to
avoid the subject. The Chinese are
already suggesting that they would
like to use the IMF's bonds as a dollar
alternative (Brazil and Russia have
already take the first steps to do this,
albeit on a small scale). They have
offered to buy any bonds that the
IMF wishes to issue. It is clear that
Zhou wants to diversify China's
holdings. But by exchanging the
US$1.9 trillion in US Treasury bonds
for IMF bonds they will be merely
pushing their problems from one
place to another. Their exposure to
US dollars will continue because they
will then be holding IMF bonds
backed by US treasuries. Zhou has
mentioned that the Bancor would be
the best solution and presumably
would want the IMF to manage this.
However, the Bancor is still

It is far from clear how the current
situation will end. However it is
looking increasingly likely that the
current post-Bretton Woods global fiat
currency system is being challenged.
Any alternative is likely to be negative
for the US dollar, so holding US
Treasury bonds could be increasingly
hazardous to any diversified portfolio.
A potential move to a new global
reserve currency is unlikely to be
smooth and could result in a rapid fall
in the value of the US dollar and a
subsequent increase in inflation. The
traditional exporting countries of the
world, like the BRICs, are likely to
benefit from this move as interest rate
differentials plunge and foreign funds
diversify away from current “safe”
havens. As this debate continues to
gain traction it could be wise to
include gold and other commodities
in a diversified longterm portfolio.

Don’t Drink and Drive

Money

It is no wonder that Zhou
Xiaochuan, governor of the People's
Bank of China, is worried. Zhou is
responsible for managing China's
US$1.9 trillion stock of US
treasuries. This US$1.9 trillion
represents the value of goods and
services that China has sold to the
USA above what it has imported.
This would not have been likely
under the Bretton Wood's system
because China would have already
converted its dollars into gold at the
gold window. Current official US
central bank gold holdings are
around 8000 metric tonnes, worth
around US$260 billion at current
prices. This would currently leave

the Chinese drastically short
changed.

Don’t Drive if you Drink

JB Taxi -Tel: 2501-3026
Ouro Táxi - 2106-7777
Central Taxi -Tel: 2195-1000
Keep this card in your wallet for easy reference
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FOREIGN TONGUE: A NOVEL OF
LIFE AND LOVE IN PARIS
by Vanina Marsot
Fiction - 384pp

Books

Anna, escaping Los Angeles and a
wounded heart, flees to Paris and gets
a job in a bookshop, translating an
erotic roman-à-clef by a well-known
man whose identity is to remain a
secret from her. So assiduously
guarded is the text that it’s doled out
to her a chapter at a time. To us, it
becomes a book within a book, and
we watch as Anna confronts the issues
that bedevil anyone trying to fully and
richly convey in one language
something that is said in another.
With an American translator as its
heroine and an intrigue about
authorship at its center, Foreign
Tongue could hardly be more
enamored of literature and the
nuances of language. As the book that
Anna is translating shifts from erotic
adventure to love story to something
darker and more searching, so does
her daily life. Marsot’s first novel is a
rare and canny creature, a brainy,
romantic comedy of letters.

THE FAMILY MAN
by Elinor Lipman
Fiction - 305pp
Henry Archer is a recently retired
and unattached attorney who
happens to be gay. He has a shallow,
self-centered and grating ex-wife,
Denise, whose third husband,
Glenn, recently passed away. All of a
sudden, Denise tries to weasel her
way back into Henry’s good graces.
It seems that her stepsons are
holding her to a pre-nuptial
agreement, that may even force her
out of her ten-room Manhattan flat.
When Henry visits Denise, he
notices photos of Thalia, his
stepdaughter, whom he has not seen
since she was a little girl. Henry
decides to reacquaint himself whith
this now lovely 29-year-old, who is an
aspiring actress and a delightful
human being. Lipman is the
undisputed
queen
of
the
contemporary comedy of manners,
and once again she serves up a
frothy and witty soufflé with farsical
overtones, never taking her subject
matter too seriously.

THE GIRLS FROM AMES
by Jeffrey Zaslow
Fiction - 297pp
Meet the Ames girls, eleven
childhood friends who formed a
special bond in Ames, Iowa. As young
women, they moved to eight
different states, yet managed to
maintain an enduring friendship that
would carry them through college
and
careers,
marriage
and
motherhood, dating and divorce, a
child’s illness and the mysterious
death of one their group. The girls,
now in their forties, share a lifetime
of memories with Wall Street Journal
columnist Jeffrey Zaslow, as he
attempts to define the matchless
bonds of female friendship, showing
how close female relationships can
shape every aspect of women’s lives –
their sense of self, their choices in
men, their need for validation, their
relationships with their mothers,
their dreams for their daughters. A
group of ordinary women who built
an extraordinary friendship, with
universal insights and deeply
personal moments, it is a book that
every woman will relate to and be
inspired by.

A SINGLE SWALLOW
by Horatio Clare
Nonfiction - 336pp
As a child, Clare was entranced by
the swallows who returned each
April to their nests in the eaves of
his family’s barn in Wales. Twice a
year these magical harbingers of
summer fly 6,000 miles across two
continents and 14 countries, a fact
which gave Clare the idea of
attempting the same journey.
Setting out from the Western Cape

of South Africa in mid-February to
arrive in Wales in April, he travelled
by planes, trains, buses, cars,
motorbikes, canoes, ships and pony
to follow the swallow trail. The
resulting book, travel writing at its
very best, is enthralling, hair-raising,
quirky, hilarious, informative,
occassionally mad and utterly,
utterly brilliant.
Daily Mail, 16/04/09, available UK
only.

WEDLOCK: The True Story of the
Disastrous Marriage and Remarkable
Divorce of Mary Eleanor Bowes,
Countess of Strathmore
by Wendy Moore
Nonfiction 400pp
The most fascinating historical
biographies
are
those
that
successfully inhabit the past while
remaining mindful of the present.
This makes the difference between a
fusty account of a long-dead figure
and a vibrant, exciting retelling of
events that, however distant in time,
still reverbate today. Wedlock is one
such book: a contemporary-paced
tale of wealth, status and privilege,
laced with greed, lust, pride and
more than a smattering of gratuitous
violence. The horror comes in the
shape of a wicked Anglo-Irish rake,
Andrew Stoney (1747-1810), as
vicious a man as ever drew breath.
The hero of this book is Mary Bowes,
Countess of Strathmore (1749-1800),
a lively Georgian heiress, one of the
richest of her day, the only child of
aphenomenally successful coal
magnate. Well educated and highly
literate, she married her first
husband at eighteen. When he died,
she was tricked into marrying
Andrew Stoney, and her life became

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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ENGLISH
by Wang Gang
translated by Martin Merz & Jane
Weizhen Pan Fiction - 313pp
The story is set in Urumchi, way up
in northern China, close to the
Russian border, where there is a
sizable population of the Muslim
Uighur tribe as well as Han
Chinese. Some of these Chinese are
unlucky intellectuals who have
been sent there as punishment. The
Cultural Revolution has been going
on for some time, but Love Lui, the
boy who narrates the story, is 12
when it begins, his life governed by

Books

a living hell. Moore unravels in
meticulous detail the story of how
one man beat, abused and finally
cowed one of the most famous
aristocrats of the day. It is an
extraordinary story of class, culture,
sexism and prejudice, one of
physical and psychological abuse,
and of how Mary Morgan, a loyal
servant, struggled to escape Stoney’s
clutches, and save Mary Bowes, is a
breathless and inspirational clímax.
Compulsively readable, Moore’s
portrait is honorable and brave.
Timesonline, review by Sarah Vine,
09/02/09

teachers. His Uighur teacher is
Ahjitai, a mixed blood beauty.
When
English
becomes
a
requirement she is replaced by a
young man who speaks the
language, Second Prize Wang. He
dresses and acts like a gentleman,
treats his students with respect,
teaching them that there is such a
thing as a personal life and
legitimate quest for beauty, saving
more than one soul in the ratty
town of Urumchi. Set against a
violent background, it is wrenching
and
merciless
and,
though
fictional, rooted in historical fact
and based on the life of the author,
Wang Gang. The author includes a
bitter afterword about what the
Cultural Revolution was really like;
violence and terror were everyday
occurrences in those days, he
writes. But in English, the first of
his novels to be translated into
English, he has chosen to focus on
“moments of tenderness and
forgiveness.” It’s an incredible
example of human resilience that
Wang managed to survive and write
this transcendent book.

The New BCS Yearbook
If you are a payed-up member please pick your copy at the BCS office:
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo. Tel: 21 2537-6695

POTHOLE ALERT!
Barra: Av. das Americas, direction BarraZona Sul. Beware if you are travelling in
the slow lane passing Bayside on your
right. It's a sunken manhole cover.

Result for June Sudoku on page 21

Sudoku

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
Results for June
Across: 1. Contempt, 5 Odious, 10 Movie, 11 Nanny-goat, 12 Barrister,
13 Indol, 14 Monger, 15 Inhaler, 18 Unearth, 20 Arrows, 22 Rheum,
24 Establish, 25 Inviolate, 26 Elder, 27 Day-bed, 28 Copy-edit.
Down: 1. Come by, 2 Nevermore, 3 Evening-primrose, 4 Punster,
6 Daylight robbery, 7 Ovoid, 8 Settlers, 9 Andrei, 16 Low-minded,
17 Quarried, 19 Heehaw, 20 Art Deco, 21 Thirst, 23 Envoy.

3
9

AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro: SUNDAYS - Copacabana:
Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real Grandeza, 99 - 6-7 pm.
SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156/610 - 4-5 pm.
Any questions please e-mail bercind@yahoo.com or call Mr Bob N.
21 2557-7098 Serge - (21) 9974 8824 sergebdk@gmail.com
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Henry VIII

History

The year 2009 is the 500th
anniversary of the ascension to the
throne of Britain's famous, uxorious
Tudor king. According to the BBC
news, the Thames was the M25
motorway of Tudor England, and the
king was rowed from the Tower of
London to Hampton Court Palace to
take up residence. (Buckingham
Palace was only built in 1703, as a
townhouse for the Duke of
Buckingham, and after many
additions became the official
residence of the British monarch on
the accession of Queen Victoria in
1837).
On 20th June, to mark the occasion,
there was a sort of re-enactment of
the voyage. Crowds lined the
towpath and bridges, clapping and
shouting "God save Your Majesty!" as
the royal conveyance proceeded
upriver. It was only 'sort of' because
of the many anachronisms. As can
be seen from the photo, the oarsmen
were wearing baseball caps, rather
than the red Tudor bonnets worn by
many of the accompanying crews; as
cannot be seen, the red flag in the
stern sported the logo EIIR in gold!
Also, Henry was only 17 when he
succeeded to the throne, but of
course the crowds would have felt
badly done by to see a mere stripling
in the boat, rather than the bearded
and portly Henry of later years. Lots
of other rowboats (shallops and
waterman's cutters) joined the
flotilla en route, on one of which was
supposedly Anne Boleyn, but as far

King Henry VIII and surviving wife Catherine Parr in the Royal shallop Jubilant at Richmond Bridge

as could be seen all the lady
passengers had their heads on.
Many of the people in accompanying
boats were in period dress. The
Worshipful Company of Fuellers is a
guild that began as wood sellers, then
coal merchants and now covers all
sectors of the energy industry. Their
boat had a crew wearing t-shirts
emblazoned with their livery, and
bore, under a green canopy with redand-white barber-pole uprights with
gold knobs on, two impressive fellows
wearing what looked like Lord
Mayor's robes. An extremely smart
Admiralty boat with 8 dazzlingly
white oars and long twin ribbon
pennants streaming from the
masthead was slightly marred by an
enormous White Ensign at the stern
trailing in the water for lack of wind.
The crew wore matching navy blue
uniforms with white piping and black
hats, with the coxswain looking
suitably Nelsonian wearing a cocked
hat sideways, cangaceiro fashion (but
no telescope or eye-patch).

AMAZON TRIP
Date: 14 June 2009 To: Family in UK
From: Mary Crawshaw <marycrawshaw@uol.com.br>
We had a fabulous time in Amazonas in May on the Solimões River
(the upper Amazon) and then on the Rio Negro. Our riverboat,
the "Otter", was very nice and roomy and had ten cabins. The
scenery was so beautiful. We did not see many animals, though;
only a bat which came into a cabin and we had trouble getting
out, as all the other women were screaming, and a couple of
sloths high up in the trees. We also saw a lovely crested iguana
and a small snake up a tree as we passed under its branches in
the canoe, and a small jacare' (alligator) in the water. We saw
some Caracaras and Snail-eating hawks, a few Araras (macaws)
flying in the distance, and small noisy green parrots, black-andyellow weaver birds and their dangling nests guarded by wasps,
woodpeckers, tree creepers, many small birds and terns.
The whole river system was flooded and there was more water
than there had ever been since 1930. But this was all right as we
were able to go to many places that we would not have been able
to get to otherwise, going through and over the tops of trees. This
way we found a very rare orchid, which was blue and very pretty.
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Compared with the royal barges of
the King of Siam and other
potentates, the Henry's 8-oared
shallop was a puny affair, but at
least the "king" and his consort
remained standing in the open
rather than being hidden under a
canopy behind curtains. Although
the flotilla proceeded at a leisurely
pace, the whole procession took
several hours, demanding quite a
bit of stamina from the oarsmen –
at least one rowboat was seen to
cheat by accepting a tow from
another anachronism, a motorboat.
The flotilla arrived half an hour
late at Richmond Bridge, but must
have started late from the Tower,
because they could in no way
plead they had been stuck in
traffic. The tide was just turning
on the ebb, so from there on they
faced more of a struggle to reach
Hampton Court, where large
crowds awaited their arrival, with
music, dancing and entertainment
from the King's Fools. A day to
remember. - Ed.

We did a lot of flower painting
with helpful instruction from
Kew Gardens-trained Dulce
Nascimento, whose botanical
paintings hang in Buckingham
Palace and other royal residences.
There were a lot of flowers, but I
thought there would be more
orchids.
We sometimes went out after dark
in the canoe, and saw the Victoria
Regia flower, which only comes
out at night. The undersides of the leaves have large thorns on
them. In the early morning (we went out each day before breakfast), the water was usually very still and glassy, so all the trees were
reflected like in a mirror. Oh yes, we saw lots of dolphins – the
grey ones and the special local pink ones -- those were lovely. We
went to visit a place where they were being fed and they jumped
almost right out of the water after pieces of fish. The pink ones
are far more intelligent than the grey ones – they pick the fish
out of the fishing nets instead of getting tangled up in them. We
took lots of photos so will show you when we see you.

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

MICHAEL & ANNE HARRIS

ALEXANDER BJOROY
16th July 1997 – 1st June 2009

We were incredibly saddened by the loss of Michael Harris, an
American Society board member and his beautiful wife Anne,
two very special members, who perished in the Air France plane
tragedy. We are seeking a way to honour their memories with the
book exchange that Mike was spearheading. Mike and Anne
loved the American Society and they attended most of its events
and were always happy to meet new people. Their enthusiasm,
we hope, will spread because they understood how important a
community of interests is.
We miss you.

Alexander bounced into our lives only in February of this year.
He arrived in Rio for the first time for the half-term holiday in
his first term at boarding school in England. His British parents
had arrived in Rio from Singapore earlier that month, with his
younger sister, Charlotte.
Alexander was bright, friendly, thoughtful and full of fun. He
was easily absorbed into the expatriate community here, and in
the school holidays several fledgling friendships were quickly
established with other English-speaking children.
Born in Australia, Alexander was a seasoned traveller. He
described his early impressions of Brazil in a marvellously evocative essay, which was read at his memorial service at Clifton
College in Bristol. “This takes me back to the imagination of paradise…” he wrote, “…but Brazil is real and perfectly reachable”.

OBITUARY
WALDYR PIRES DE AMORIM
December 25, 1938 - June 11, 2009
Waldyr passed away on 11th June, 2009 after a short illness.
Born on 25th December, 1938 in Rio de Janeiro, he was a lawyer
and worked for the Brazilian Internal Revenue Service (Receita
Federal) for more than 30 years.
Waldyr is survived by his wife, Colleen, his mother, Zuraida aged
96, his sons, John and Ronald, and four grandchildren,
Stephanie, Gabrielle, Ana Luiza and William.

As he returned to school at the end of May, his life was terribly
and tragically cut short when disaster struck Air France flight
AF447. We feel his loss acutely. It was a privilege to know him.
He was a fine young man. Our hearts go out to his family, as they
suffer the loss of a precious child in quite appalling circumstances.
OBITUARY
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ERIC HUGH CLEMENCE
14th November, 1923 - 2nd June, 2009

Sudoku

8

Result for June

1

The Umbrella is published monthly by the British and
Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro. Print run:
900 copies. Deadline: second to last Monday/month
Editor: Jack Woodall jackwoodall13@gmail.com
Graphic Design & Desktop Publishing:
Marcia Fialho marcia@marciafialho.com.br
Films & Printing: Gráfica Falcão.
Society articles are the responsibility of each society.
The Umbrella is distributed free to all members of the
Rio de Janeiro BCS, American Society, The St. Andrew
Society and The Royal British Legion.
Classified ads: Gaynor Smith at the BCS office: Tel: (21)
2537-6695, Fax: (21) 2538-0564. E-mail:
bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
Commercial non-classified ads:
please inquire about technical procedures with
Marcia Fialho. marcia@marciafialho.com.br

Eric Clemence was born in Niteroi, the son of William and Elsie
Nora Taylor Clemence. His initial education was at the British
School in Petropolis and during his time there he lived with his
grandparents, of whom he was very fond. A favourite exploit (to
assist with his becoming a ‘Man’) was to swim in Quitandinha
Lake at six o’clock in the morning! He later continued his education at the Anglo American School in Rio.
Early in the Second World War in 1942, at the age of 19, he
enlisted in the British Armed Forces and together with other volunteers travelled to Belfast on a cargo ship. At that time this
would have been a journey fraught with danger. He joined the
Royal Air Force and was sent to Kenya for training. Whilst there,
his hearing became damaged irreparably during a particularly
steep aircraft dive. Later in the war he served in Germany as part
of the Occupation Forces.
After demobilisation, Eric returned to Brazil and joined Souza
Cruz, part of the British American Tobacco group, in 1947. He
was trained at the factories in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro and
later worked at many of their plants all over the country.
In Salvador he met Candida Maria Salles de Oliveira (Dette) and
they were married in 1952 and had two children, Virginia and
Derek. Eric was a keen sportsman and particularly enjoyed sailing. He won the Star class South American Championship as
well as the local competition in Bahia.
Eric retired from Souza Cruz in 1980 and lived in Belo
Horizonte and Salvador before he and Dette moved to
Petropolis. Then, after failing health for some time, he was transferred to hospital and passed away on 2nd June 2005.
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Classified ads
SERVICES
English spEaking psychothErapist FOR ADULTS AND TEENAGERS.
SPECIALISING IN GESTALT THERAPY, ART-THERAPY AND REBIRTHING PROCESS
CONTACT BERNARDO MENDES PIMENTEL: 21 8755-9031. OFFICES IN BOTAFOGO
AND HUMAITá

DEADLINE for our August 2009 edition is
MONDAY, JULY

20 (2nd-to-last Monday of the

month). Please send your articles – letters –
ads as soon as possible. Thank you

AUGUST
04 InC New Members Gathering 10:00am
04 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
11 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
14 InC Site visit, ThyssenKrupp steel mill
18 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
20 InC Cafezinho, Lagoa, 10:00am
22 InC Guided tour of Jardim Botanico
25 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
28 InC General Meeting 10:30am

Societies INFO
The British & Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030. Secretary: Gaynor
Smith. Office hours: Mon to Fri from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm - Tel: 2537-6695 - Fax: 2538-0564 - bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br www.bcsrio.org.br The American Society of Rio de Janeiro - Membership: membership@americansociety.org.br
President: president@americansociety.org.br www.americansociety.org.br International Club of Rio de Janeiro - General
Inquiries: inquiries@incrio.org.br - President: president@incrio.org.br www.incrio.org.br The British School - BOTAFOGO:
Rua Real Grandeza 87, 22281-030. Tel: 2539-2717, Fax: 2266-5040 URCA: Av. Pasteur 429, 22290-240, Tel: 2543-5519,
Fax: 2543-4719. BARRA: Rua Mário Autuori 100, 22793-270, Tel: 3329-2854 - http://www.britishschool.g12.br
Emails: edu@britishschool.g12.br and admissions@britishschool.g12.br The American School - Estrada da Gávea 132, Gávea,
Tel: 2512-9830 - www.earj.com.br - admission@earj.com.br Our Lady of Mercy School - Catholic American School in
Botafogo - Rua Visconde de Caravelas 48, Botafogo - Tel: 2266-8282 / 2266-8250 / 2266-8258 - www.olmrio.org
The St Andrew Society - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 - President: Jimmy Frew - Tel: 2586-3413
jhf@scotbras.com.br - www.standrewrio.com.br Christ Church - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 - Tel: 2226-7332
chchurch@terra.com.br - http://christchurch.no-ip.org The Royal British Legion - www.britishlegion.org.uk - www.bcsrio.org.br/activities/rbl.asp
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Calendar

The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for
claims made either in the advertisements or the classifieds,
and the opinions expressed in the articles published are
those of the writers, and not of The Umbrella.

JULY
07 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
08 WDA Jumble Sale 10:00am -12 noon
14 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
18 InC Ski trip to Bariloche 9:00am
21 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
25-26 SAS Homecoming, Edinburgh
28 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm

