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FROM THE EDITOR

PLAYING GOD?
JACK WOODALL
So did Craig Venter really create life in
May 2010, as the headlines screamed?
Absolute nonsense. What he actually did
was to sequence (determine the order
of ) the one million plus amino-acids in
the DNA of bacterium A and purchase
from several other labs strips of DNA,
made to measure to sections of that
genome specified in his computer. Then
he cobbled them all together inside a
yeast cell (admittedly no mean feat),
added a short sequence to make the
resulting cells turn blue and implanted
the whole lot into a cell of the closely
related bacterium B from which he had
previously removed the nuclear DNA.
After a false start – he got just one of all
the million-plus amino-acids wrong -- the
B cell took off and multiplied, producing
trillions of blue bacteria A instead of B.
The mail-order DNA had instructed the B
cell ‘womb’ to produce the proteins to
make A instead of B cells, and the surrogate mother B cell was lost. But he
couldn’t have done it without the yeast
cell to join the bits together and the
mother cell from bacterium B, which had
a lot of stuff in it that was needed to
make new cells.
Venter himself maintains that he has not
created life. "We've created the first synthetic cell," he says. "We definitely have

not created life from scratch because we
used a recipient cell to boot up the synthetic chromosome." The result was not
a new species of bacterium, just a blue
mutant of an existing species. When he
can build a whole cell from scratch and
have it multiply, then he will have created bacterial life. From there he -- or more
likely she, since most new research scientists are now women -- can try to create new bacterial species and others will
copy the process, respecting his patent
or not depending on the country doing
it. That country will probably not be the

"We definitely have not
created life from scratch”
- Craig Venter
USA, Britain or a Eurozone one, because
they all have a recent trend of instituting
new regulations that stifle lab research in
microbiology -- and in any case the cost
of royalties on the patent is likely to be
very high.
This will produce results for good or for
ill. Venter has proposed an international treaty to control this kind of research,
but in the light of long experience with
nuclear and biological weapons treaties,
this seems naïve and unenforceable. We
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will have to live with the consequences,
which may well be unintended rather
than
terrorist-perpetrated.
The
Chernobyl reactor was built with the
peaceful intention of providing cheap
power, but its melt-down destroyed
many lives over the following decades
and devastated large areas of Europe far
from the source of the disaster.
Responding to another concern, Andy
Ellington, a synthetic biologist at the
University of Texas in Austin, says the
difficulty of engineering cells is beyond
the scope of all would-be bioterrorists.
"It's not a real threat," he says. "Unless
you are Craig Venter with a crew of 20
post-docs you're not going to do this."
He could have added that it cost $20
million.
From building bacteria to making
multi-cellular creatures is another huge
step. Somebody will have to make the
equivalent of a fertilized egg that can
form a viable embryo. Don’t expect to
see that happen any time soon. But
the implications of that possibility will
keep philosophers and priests discussing the ethics of doing it, for the
foreseeable future. Right now, what
Venter has done has not upset the
Vatican, which recognises that he has
not played God.
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Queen’s Birthday Party

4
talented quartet in a selection of
popular songs a capella, which was
loudly applauded. The other members
of the quartet were Ruy Wanderley,
Kristine Stenzel and Inês Rufino.
They sang Greensleeves, Bobby Shaftoe,
Scarborough Fair and Those were the
Days, with four-part arrangements by
Inês and Martin.

BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw watches David Chew
draw raffle ticket

The Queen’s Birthday Party had to
be held at the end of May this year,
because of conflicts with other events
which hopefully will not recur in
future. So it was too late to get the
photos into the June Umbrella, but we
hope we have made up for it by the
colour centre spread in this one.
The evening opened with delightful
music by renowned Rio-based cellist
David Chew, OBE, accompanied by
Fernanda Canaud. Their repertoire
opened with The Swan by Saint-Saens,
followed by Modinha and the bossa nova
piece Baião by Radames Gnatalli.*
BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw reminded
us that the Queen, now aged 84, has
already reigned for 58 years and seen
11 American presidents come and go.
She then introduced the speakers.
Chaplain David Weller gave a brief
message. In the absence of the Consul
-General, Acting Consul-General
Stephen Graham read the Queen’s
speech from this year’s Commonwealth
Day -- which was quite appropriate -since the Queen’s Speech for her
official birthday had not yet been
published. He then recognized the
President of Brazil and the Brazilian
National Anthem was played. Next
he proposed the Loyal Toast; the
guests raised their glasses and we
sang our National Anthem.
After the speeches, the 140 guests
tucked into a sumptuous buffet which
more than satisfied the appetites of
everyone. Then Martin Hester led a

The highlight of the evening was a
raffle. Top prize was not a British
Airways ticket to London, which BA
donated instead to the Consulate for
their own Queen’s Birthday Party,
but an American Airlines ticket to
anywhere in the continental USA!
Donors and prize-winners with their
winning numbers were as follows:
• American Airlines ticket Rio-USARio 408 Daniela Cato
• Weekend for two in Penedo –
Pousada Bela Vista 108 Sérgio
Nascimento
• Weekend for two -- Copacabana
Palace 390 Nick Fletcher
• Feijoada for two – Copacabana
Palace 201 Ben Gilbert
• Tea for two -- Copacabana Palace
106 Sérgio Nascimento
• Meal for two -- Restaurante Pimenteira
Imperial in Itaipava 125 Anna Whyte
• Facial – Silvia Chvaicer Estética 406
Teresa Quaresma
• Waxing – Silvia Chvaicer Estética
371 Robin Evans
• 6 Bags of Casa Granado Products
183 Jacqui Lund
236 Valerie Sinclair
336 Carl Chouler
367 Philip Coate
407 Clare Cato
116 Vera Lúcia Hamilton-Hill
• Bottle Black Label Whisky from
John Walker 405 Teresa Quaresma
• Meal for two at Lord Jim’s Pub 409
David Chew
• Two days, one night at Pousada
Histórica Fazenda - Ponte Alta –
Barra do Piraí 383 Denise Kassab
• 3 Whiffenpoof Christmas CDs
151 André Kerbrat
213 Aglen McLauchlan
413 Trevor Job
• Bottle Champagne 181 Vilani Rathge
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BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw thanks all
those who donated prizes to this
raffle. Special thanks to Mike and
Vanica Royster and Steve Spencer
for out-standing work at the bar, and
Gaynor and Monica from the BCS
office for help with setting up and
decorating.
*David and Fernanda have recorded the
complete works by Radames Gnatalli, it’s
a world premiere and all copies are
autographed, you can get them from
David <davidchew10@gmail.com>.

Rio Quiz Night
Thousands (well, let’s say a couple of
hundred) showed up for the return
of this talented team of quiz-masters
and presenters at the Jubilee Hall for
what was billed intriguingly as both a
World Cup Special and “NOT a
football quiz”.
Having to start at 7:30 sharp, we had
all 29 teams of six registered and
sitting down by 7:16. How many can
claim to do that on a rainy Friday
evening in Rio? After an absence of
three years, RQN proved that it

Overall Champions Strugglin’

Tied for top spot: The Rafa Benitez Appreciation
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could still pull them in with the
teams split between old and newcomers. Thirty tables were packed
wall to wall, barely allowing enough
room for the participants to get out
to the bar or the pizza purveyors to
get in to serve them. The five rounds
covered questions about the subjects
below and as you can see… this was
NOT a football quiz! The questions
were posed using state-of-the-art
audiovisual presentation.
Round 1: Science & Nature:
Sponsored by - BG Group
Winner: Quizzards
Round 2: Art Film & Literature:
Sponsored by - Weatherford Labs
Winner: Strugglin'
Round 3: History & Geography:
Sponsored by - BG Group
Winner: Hibs FC Are Magic
Round 4: Music: Sponsored by Lord Jim Pub
Winner: Profana Profana
Round 5: Sport & Games:
Sponsored by - Rio Fergus McCann
Celtic Supporters Club
Winner: Rio Rebels Veterans
The winning team of each round
received a life-sized and impressively
heavy plaster replica of the World
Cup, plus assorted paraphernalia.
Since there was a points tie (43 out of a
possible 55) for the top spot between
Strugglin’ and The Rafa Benitez
Appreciation Society, the winner was
decided by a shoot-out. The ‘$64,000
question’ was “How many weeks was
Michael Jackson’s song THRILLER
number 1 on Billboard?” Rafa Benitez
said 42, Strugglin’ said 40. The correct
answer was 37. The prize was not
actually $64,000 but the New Chris
Wallace Trophy and was carried off
by the Strugglin’ team. Former
champions Hibs FC Are Magic tied
for 3rd place with Thunderbirds, just
one point behind the winners.
A raffle raised R$2.370,00 for the boys
teams of the Rio Fergus McCann
Celtic Supporters Club charity. The
expert quiz-masters and presenters
in the RQN Team were Mike
Merrick, Steve Rimmer, Alan &
Lynda Smith, Keith Rowland, Peter
Napthine and Colin Foulkes. Special
thanks to Robin & Ana Evans for
sterling work at the bar, and Gaynor,
Monica & Clare of the BCS for help
with setting up and decorating.
[See a report about AmSoc participation
below.]
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England vs
USA World
Cup event
BCS stalwart Robin
Evans organized a
gathering of BCS &
AmSoc
football
fans at the Lord
Jim Pub to watch
the England vs USA game. This was
certainly a popular event, attracting
a more-than-capacity crowd of some
70 plus. All those who turned up
before 3pm, as requested, were
admitted. A good time was had by
most, despite a match which failed to
live up to expectations. [See AmSoc
report on the event below].

AMERICAN SOCIETY
Membership has its privileges
From now through 31st December,
American Society Rio memberships
are HALF OFF, R$75 for families
and R$50 for individuals. Membership
entitles you to discount registration
prices for our Thanksgiving Day
Dinner event and December Holiday
Party, among other activities. Members
also get to take advantage of the
American Society Rio Star Card,
which entitles cardholders a growing
list of discounts and special treats at
area restaurants and retailers.
Don’t miss out! Become a member
today at <www.americansocietyrio.org>.
Once there, click on Members at the
top of the page and select Join Now
from the pull down menu. For further
information or assistance, please e-mail
us at <contact@americansocietyrio.org>
or call (21) 2125-9132.

Visas to the USA
As of 5th April 2010, the application
process for non-immigrant U.S. visas
has changed! Interview appointments
scheduled REQUIRE that all
applicants complete the new online
application Form DS-160 and
electronically upload their photograph. More information is available at:
<www.visto-eua.com.br/agendamentoweb/index.jsp?locale=pt_BR>.
To schedule an interview for a nonimmigrant visa (tourist, business,
student or temporary work), please visit:
<www.visto-eua.com.br/agendamentoweb/index.jsp>.
If you need further assistance, call
(21) 4004-4950, from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.

Also, the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign
Relations and the US Embassy in Brazil
recently announced the reciprocal
concession of 10-year validity visas
for the purposes of tourism and
business. This change went into
effect on 28th May 2010. Visas issued
for these purposes had previously
been valid for up to five years. In
addition, Brazil and the US have
eliminated fees charged for visas
issued for business travel, students
and
exchange
visitors/visiting
scholars. However, an application fee
(to receive a visa, which is different
from a fee for a visa) will still be
required for anyone applying for any
type of visa, including business and
tourism.
A complete overview of visa application processes can be found at:
<www.embaixadaamericana.org.br/index.
php?itemmenu=38&submenu=11&action
=visa.php>.

America’s Day 2010
Time now for a little enthusiastic, noholds barred horn-tooting.
On Saturday, 29th May, American
Society Rio hosted one of its biggest,
annual events, America’s Day (a sort
of early 4th July celebration). It was
a fantastic afternoon for one and all.
The weather was perfect, as was the
location, the Gávea campus of the
American School of Rio de Janeiro,
which offered lots of field space for
all sorts of activities, from pula-pula
for the small fries to softball for the
big ‘uns. There was a great set of
dance performances by young folk
from SOS Rocinha; arts and crafts
making in full flourish along the
sidelines; an English-language book
sale/exchange; live music from Rio’s
own rock and country band,
Arizona; hamburgers and hotdogs
from Joe & Leo’s restaurant;
homemade pickle relish from
Society Governor Jim Kappler;
Garytos Corn Tortilla Chips and
salsa, donated by the Gary himself;
and plenty of icy cold Cokes, Sols,
and other drinks, which were
generously provided by Coca-Cola.
Obviously, to pull off an event like
this
requires
the
voluntar y
assistance of many, many others who
are too numerous to mention here
by name – but you know who you
are and you KNOW what you DID!
And for that, we can’t thank you
enough, but we’ll try: Thanks all,
you’re the best!!

MultiOral, Ruben Navarro, Silvia
Esthetique, Via Sete, and Viver Zen Spa.
Thanks to all who purchased raffle
tickets and those who donated
prizes. America’s Day was made that
much more fun because of your
participation and American Society
Rio was able to raise funds, which go
back into supporting all we do for
our members and the Rio de Janeiro
community.
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Rio Quiz Night: A
Postmortem
Arizona band

General view of venue

America’s Day 2010 Raffle
Winners
American Society Rio typically offers
two, big raffle drawings every year.
The first for 2010 took place at
America’s Day 2010. Ron Radnik and
Kris Werner were our big winners,
each walking away with a voucher
good for economy-class, round-trip
airfare from Rio to the Continental
USA on American Airlines.
There were many, many other happy
raffle ticket purchasers who were
made happier by the fact that their
tickets came up winners for prizes
that included: a weekend getaway at
Club Med - Rio das Pedras; a
weekend getaway for two at the JW

Stephanie Marie Rabang helps our Sponsors

Marriott Hotel - Copacabana; a
weekend getaway for two at Pousada
Bela Vista - Penedo + dinner for two
at Restaurante Koskenkorva; jewelry
from Amsterdam Sauer, Fabrizio
Giannone, and LeDoux Joalheria; a
ceramic item from Luiz Salvador; a
luxury cruise around Rio on Pink Fleet;
as well as other prizes generously
donated from Atlas & Axis Fisioterapia e Medicina Estética, Café
Botânica, Cozinheria, Felice Caffè
Bar e Gelateria, Restaurante Fellini,
Gringo Café, Keep Light, Mr. Chef,

The “AmSoccers”, American Society
Rio’s home team, struggled mightily,
but did not win the “NOT a Football
Quiz”, which was held on Friday
evening, 11th June in the Jubilee
Hall of Christ Church in Botafogo.
Still, they finished ahead of several
highly-regarded British teams and
that’s nothing to sneeze at. Two
other teams with American members,
“Triple Alliance” and “Tiger Samba”,
fared a bit better, ending up in a tie
for 5th place, a scant two points away
from the victors. The ironically named
“Strugglin” won the competition. Its
members, all teachers from the
British School, scored 43 out of a
possible 55 points. They certainly
deserve a hearty round of congratulations, but...wait till next year!

We Waited 60 Years for This?
The day after the quiz, a huge crowd
of John Bulls and Uncle Sams filled
both floors of Ipanema’s Lord Jim
Pub, rooting loudly (and generally
politely) for their respective stalwarts
as the USA played England in one of
the first qualifying matches of the
2010 FIFA World Cup. It was the first
time in six decades that the two
teams had faced one another in
World Cup action (the USA having
scored a legendary 1-0 upset in that
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1950 game). In 2010, however, thanks to
English goalie Robert Green’s “frangaço”
(we welcome suggestions for an equivalent English word that means
“stupendous goalkeeper blunder”),
the teams played to a 1-1 draw, so no
real bragging rights for either side.
The British Daily Mirror newspaper
referred to the US goal as having been
won by the “Hand of Clod”, whereas
another British daily, The Guardian,
referred to it as a “gigantic spill the
Yanks won’t complain about.”

The Once and Future
Kings of Soccer
While we’re in the midst of the
world’s biggest sporting event, allow us
to distract you for a moment from the
constant buzz-buzzing of vuvuzelas to
remind you of but one of many predictions gone awry. This one comes from
Phil Woosnam, the Welsh-born naturalized American who played for West
Ham United (1958-62) and Aston Villa
(1962-66) before becoming Commissioner
of the North American Soccer League
(NASL). The NASL operated from
1968-1984 and famously included
the New York Cosmos, whose most
celebrated players were Brazil’s Pelé and
West Germany’s Franz Beckenbauer. In
1977, Woosnam opined, “This sport
will take off…[The United States] will
be the center of world soccer. In the 80s
there will be a mania for the game here.
The NASL will be the world’s number
one soccer league. And it will be the
biggest sports league in the USA.”
OK, back to the buzzing.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
Mark your calendars
Please take note of the following dates
2nd October 2010 – Caledonian Ball
– Copacabana Palace
5th October 2010 - Paissandu Ceilidh
9th October 2010 - MOGA vs. SAS
Annual Golf Match in Búzios
9th October 2010 – Macaé Ceilidh
Please note that weekly Scottish
dancing continues at the Paissandu
club in Leblon every Tuesday from 8
pm. For further information please
contact <audrey.marlin@terra.com.br>,
tel 2274-0752 - Audrey Hieatt.
[Readers may be interested in some news
from the clans in SP, below. – Ed]

Saint Andrew Society of São Paulo Pipes & Drums

folklore groups including the
Drunken Bards Project from Ireland!
The last time Scotland qualified for a
World Cup was in 1998. Twelve long
years ago Brazil vs Scotland was the
opening match of that (horrid)
World Cup. For the last three
tournaments, however, they failed to
qualify, notwithstanding the fanatic
backup of their supporters. Let's face
it - Scottish performance in World
Cups is a sorry one - eight Cups
between 1930 and 1998 always
bailing out in the first round.
Even so we at the SASPD are hoping
that Scotland qualifies for the 2014
World Cup in Brazil, more than
anybody else. We can clearly picture
ourselves opening the matches with
'Flower of Scotland', the Tartan
Army's own anthem... We'd be then
the most heard, seen and talked
about pipe band in the four known
dimensions!
[For more from the SASPD go to
<http://saspd.blogspot.com>]

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Saraus and Seres t as
During the last four years, InC has
organized several trips to the Paraiba
valley which have allowed its members
to discover a fascinating facet of the
history of Rio de Janeiro. This time,
the group consisted of members of
three societies: InC, the British and
Commonwealth Society (BCS) and
the American Society.
Before arriving at Conservatoria, the
group stopped for a visit and lunch

Saint Andrew Society of
São Paulo Pipes & Drums.
The SASPD participated in the XV
Festa dos Imigrantes in São Paulo in
March, along with 23 other national
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Fazenda Ponte Alta showing the giant waterwheel

at Fazenda Ponte Alta, a tastefully
restored 19th century coffee
plantation located between the
towns of Piraí and Barra do Piraí.
The fazenda was built by the Baron of
Mambucaba in 1830; an actor
dressed as the Baron greeted us at
the door, circulated as host and tour
guide to the buildings and starred in
the show at the end. During its
coffee heyday, hundreds of African
slaves worked in the farm. The
mansion has been pulled down and
replaced by a more recent building,
but fortunately the senzala, the
original sleeping quarters of the
slaves, and the enormous waterwheel
that drove the coffee grinding
machines, have been preserved. The
fazenda is known for its historic
sarau, a show which illustrates events
in the life of the family and slaves of
the Baron of Mambucaba, see:
<www.pontealta.com.br>.

Traditional serenade

Serenade in the street, Conservatoria

The “bread and butter” of Conservatoria is serenade music, but its name
has nothing to do with music. It
comes from conservatorio, registry in
Portuguese. During the Portuguese
colonization, it was the place where the
Indians were registered. As conservatorio wasn’t euphonious, the name was
subsequently changed to Conservatoria.
The town is located in the Paraiba
valley, which during the 19th century
exported most of the coffee drunk in
the world. Very sleepy during the
week, the town wakes up on Saturday
night to the guitar music and popular
ballads of the seresteiros, the guitar
players who stroll along the narrow
streets of the picturesque city. They are
followed by throngs of people who
sing along.
The tradition of the seresta or
serenade dates back to the turn of the
19th century when coffee was bringing
tons of money to the region.
Although serestas attract both young
and not so young crowds, the songs are
definitely not pop music! At night,

Brazilian music can be heard from
all the bars and restaurants of the tiny
center. Live bands entertain the
patrons before the beginning of the
serestas. On week-end nights, the
seresteiros only start singing at 11 pm
and go on until very late. Now tourism
has replaced coffee as the main
economic resource of the city. During
the Sunday morning city tour, the InC
tourists did some serious shopping,
substantially boosting the city’s
economy. It was fortunate that our bus
had a spacious baggage compartment.

Overnight at the Rochedo

Hotel Rochedo

Our group spent the night at hotel
Rochedo which is both a resort and a
farm. While kids cavorted in the
heated pool, grown-ups enjoyed
pampering in the spa. The bar was
very busy too. It is worth indicating
that a caipirinha was only R$ 6.00, a
bargain by Rio de Janeiro standards.
When the region’s coffee economy
went bust, most of the coffee farms
were mortgaged and many were left
abandoned. A number of coffee farms
have been preserved and restored;
some are open for visits by appointment. Some are working farms;
others are fully dedicated to tourism.
Caipirinhas are excellent ice breakers
and new friends were made. However,
William and Hannah didn’t need the
assistance of a caipirinha to become
friends. William is seven and Hannah
six years old. Everyone got along
very well. However, if there was a first
prize for good behaviour, it should
be awarded to Luiz Valentin, the
youngest member of the InC group;
he is only two months old and never
once cried.

historic English Cemetery in Gamboa
has been under the dedicated
direction of Chris Hieatt -- not just
the gardens of Christ Church.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
Jumble Sale
Wednesday 14th July, Jubilee Hall,
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo from 10 am. until noon.
At the time of writing this article we
are but a few weeks away from the
14th July. Over the past few weeks
the trend of deliveries has slowed
down considerably. Like us, many of
our readers will have sent clothes and
food etc. to those families in Niteroi and
surrounding areas that lost their homes
and everything they owned, during the
heavy rains and landslides in April.
If however you have separated any
donations that you intend to send to
the WDA for this year’s event, there
is still time to do so and whatever you
send will be most welcome. Just for
the record, we receive contributions for
the Jumble Sale all the year round.
Deliveries can be made any day during
the week to Karen, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332 or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, telephone
2537-6695, between 8.30am. & 4.30pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm.
and 3.30 pm. when the school finishes,
cars are not allowed into the grounds.

Marmalades, Pickles and
Chutneys
These can be bought any day during

the week within office hours and
especially on Tuesday mornings when
the WDA ladies are present. We have
a supply of lemon curd available – it
is kept in the refrigerator and is not
on view in the kitchen. A substantial
amount of the funds donated to the
different charities at the end of each
year, comes from the sale of these
products. Please let your friends and
neighbours know they are available.
Many of our readers automatically
return their empty marmalade,
pickles and chutney jars for re-use,
which is much appreciated. If you
have any of these lying around the
kitchen, please send them to us
together with the metal tops. Many
thanks.
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Once the Jumble Sale is over, we shall
start to focus all our efforts on the
Christmas Bazaar. Although we have
received no feedback from anyone as
to whether we should produce the
Christmas crackers again this year,
without the bangers, we are going ahead
with production. In the meantime,
we look forward to informing you
the results of the Jumble Sale in the
next issue of The Umbrella.

Orphanage
As mentioned in the last Umbrella,
one of the charities supported by the
WDA is the Orfanato Santa Rita de
Cássia. Some of the happy children
there may be seen in the photo.
Anyone wishing to visit the
Orphanage will be most welcome;
the person to contact is Sister Mabel
and the address is Rua Florianópolis,
1305, Praça Seca, Jacarepaguá.
Phone: 2425-2207.

BRITISH BURIAL FUND
English Cemetery in Gamboa
The Umbrella wishes to clarify a
paragraph which is open to misinterpretation in the beautiful 70th
Anniversary 2010 Yearbook. In the
section “One Foundation” referring
to the BBF, for the last eight years the

Happy faces at the Orphanage, dressed for São João, with Globo TV actress Nathalia Dill (far back, middle)
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AroundRio

XVI Rio International Cello
Encounter (RICE)

higher on the list of the 400 surveyed
than they currently appear.

David Chew, principal cellist of the
Brazilian Symphony Orchestra since
1981, founded what has become the
largest FREE international Classical
Music festival of Brazil. It celebrates its
16th Edition from 7-22 August this
year, maintaining its high technical
and artistic level and bringing together artists, students and professionals
from Brazil and abroad, with special
series commemorating the 200th
anniversaries of Chopin and
Schumann this year. It will have the
participation of the Orquestra de Barra
Mansa, Orquestra de Surucucu, the London
Music Club Quartet, Colorado musicians playing bluegrass and American
folklore, the releases of the CDs
"Legend of the Caboclo" with Senise
Mauro, Gilson Peranzetta, David
Chew and Sylvia Braga, and "Bossa
Nova" with Eugene Friesen and guest
soloists from the University of
Fairbanks (Alaska), artists from the
University of Manitoba (Canada), the
Uirapuru Quartet, the Quartet of FFU,
soprano Martha Herr and national
and international cellists and pianists.
Watch for the programme on the website <www.riocello.com>, to be updated
as soon as funds permit, but still worth
listening to.

Rio’s position as the most expensive city
in the Western Hemisphere represents
a sharp rise compared to last year’s
study, mainly attributable to increased
demand for Brazilian commodities
and the steadily strengthening Real,
meaning that the significant increase
in the cost of living affects the entire
country. São Paulo has experienced a
similarly dramatic leap, though still
lags somewhat behind despite being
the business hub of the country.

Rio: Americas’ Most
Expensive City
Rio now takes the title of most expensive city in the Americas for foreigners
to live in, according to a recent survey
undertaken by British consultancy
Employment Conditions Abroad (ECA).
[Yes, more expensive than Manhattan! –
Ed.]
The study comes with a caveat: it was
undertaken and compiled before this
year’s dramatic fall in the value of the
Euro, meaning in reality those cities of
the American continent will rank even
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The study is arguably less than comprehensive, however. While it includes
food (groceries and dining out at
restaurants), drinks and tobacco,
“miscellaneous” goods, services, clothing, electronics and motoring, it neglects such essentials to the expat as car
purchase, school fees, utilities and
accommodation. Many foreigners
making their home in Rio will likely
see these omissions as somewhat
underplaying the survey’s findings,
with accommodation proving a particularly pricey outlay in Rio, with
prices forced up, ironically by the
expat oil industry’s huge housing
budgets.
Whether ordering from abroad or
buying in Brazil, electronics are particularly expensive. One of the more
common complaints among expats liv-

ing in Rio is the prohibitive cost of
consumer electronics, ranging from
cameras to (non-pirate) computer
software, which is largely attributable
to Brazil’s high import taxes. In 1995,
Brazil and its South American MERCOSUR trade partners implemented
a Common External Tariff to set the
duty costs of various items entering
the country at a maximum of 22.5% of
declared value. Nevertheless, each
member country has a list of exceptions, which can be subject to hugely
inflated rates. In Brazil this includes
electronics, automobiles, and shoes.
In addition to import tariffs, a flat
60% tax is levied on any commodity
shipped to Brazil by air (via a courier
company such as FedEx for example)
valued between US$51 and US$3,000.
As a comparison, importing goods
into the UK for non-commercial purposes can often incur little or no duty
costs. With the addition of other
sundry fees, sourcing products from
abroad in Brazil can sometimes as
much as double the original cost, as
New Zealander Peter Laing can testify:
“I ordered some computer-related
electronics from the UK after seeing
how much the same goods cost here,
without first investigating import costs
in Brazil. I just assumed that fees
would be roughly the same as at
home. I was shocked when my goods,
transported by DHL, were quarantined in São Paulo until I paid another £700 (US$1,030), double the value
of the products I ordered.”
ECA’s study found Tokyo to be the
world’s most expensive city based on
the perceptions of foreigners, with
Oslo the most expensive in Europe.
Rio de Janeiro ranked 28th overall, up
from 132nd in 2009, with Manhattan
following in 29th place.
[By Jaylan Boyle, Senior Contributing
Reporter, The Rio Times
<http://riotimesonline.com>]

The BCS at 70
1989: The Players at 40 - BCS ‘Iolanthe’ Gala Night
The Players cast of Iolanthe

CHRIS HEIATT
From the BCS Newsletter:
“The Players are celebrating their 40th year of
activities in amateur theatre by presenting a
super-production of Iolanthe, one of Gilbert

and Sullivan’s most charming Operettas. The
musical comedy, with David Evans directing
and conducting a full orchestra, takes place on
October 17-22, and the BCS will be sponsoring
the GALA NIGHT, which will be on Thursday
19th October at the Community Hall.”

The idea was to expand the charitable
work done by the BCS through the
Welfare Fund, and round off the year’s
fund-raising with a Charity Evening At The
Theatre. The evening started at 7:30pm
with cocktails, with curtain-up at 9pm.
Tickets cost the equivalent of US$15.00 on
the day of payment.
Cast
Iolanthe – Janice Hazelhurst
Phyllis – Marcia Fialho
Stephon – Fernando Farah
Lord Chancellor – Robin Brown (with
monocle)
Fairy Queen -- Christina Mello e Souza
Private Willis – John Crook
Leila – Audrey Hieatt
Celia – Rosane Viana
Fleta – Laurie Henderson
Lord Mountararat – Paul Mylrea
Lord Trolloller – Philip Healey
11 Peers - including Clem Kobrak, Phil
Coate, J.A.S. McAra
13 Fairies - including Gill Pont

1990: The BCS at 50 - Jubilee Gala Ball
British Ambassador, H.E. Michael John
Newington, CMG was the Guest of
Honour and speaker, and we sent a letter
to H.M. the Queen, who replied as follows:
“It was with much pleasure that I learned
from Mr. Christopher Hieatt’s message of
loyal greetings that the British and
Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro was
this year celebrating its fiftieth anniversary
with a Jubilee Ball on March 23. I should
like to congratulate the members of the Society
on this memorable event and to extend to you
all my best wishes for a successful ball. I hope
that the Commonwealth will continue to be so
well supported in Rio de Janeiro for many
years to come.”

CHRIS HEIATT
Commonwealth Day has been celebrated
very seldom over the last 50 years or so.

1990 was the BCS 50th Jubilee Year, so we
decided to organise a Gala Dinner, and
the Social Activities and PR committee
under Chris Wallace was in charge. The

1990 was also the year that President
Collor brought in the Collor Plan,
confiscating people’s savings and freezing
the economy, and this put a crimp into
many events that year. The Ball was
successful however, and was held in the
Golden Room of the Copacabana Palace
Hotel, to the music of Terra Molhada.
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The Jubilee Hall from the stage, where the Union Jack was displayed

Joyce Jeans, Jerry &and Molly Lies

Brazilian friends of BCS

Fernanda Canaud and David Chew

Mark Sharp, Nelleke Beith and Denys Kisch

Henriette Sigres, Steve Spencer and Gerry Eigen

Noreen Smith, Lydia Dassa and a friend

Bryan Stanford and John Jagger

BCS’ QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PARTY

Acting Consul-General Stephen Graham and BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw

Vanica and Michael Royster, Steve Spencer and Glenn Elefson

Vilany and John Rathge and Audrey Hieatt

David Weller, Stephen Graham and Mary Crawshaw

Martin Hester, Ruy Wanderley, Inês Rufino and Kristine Stenzel

Mary presenting Clare Cato and son with AA prize ticket

Stan Pickston and Ken Mill

David Chew, Anna Campbell and table of inexhaustible goodies

CHRIST CHURCH

THE TIMES THEY ARE A
CHANGIN'
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
As many of you will now know, on
Sunday 20th June, Michael Royster,
Church Warden, announced that Sue,
Rachel and I will be leaving Christ
Church at the very end of the year. After
much prayer, discussion and thought we
believe God is calling us to return to the
UK to take up a post as Vicar of a
church in north Birmingham. Our
experience amongst you all over almost
six years has been memorable and special and never once have we regretted
accepting the invitation to serve here.
We are also looking forward to the next
six months and every opportunity that
presents itself to serve the community
and to continue to share the love of
Jesus with you all.

I am definitely showing my age by quoting Bob Dylan and his song The Times
they are a changin’. Indeed they are but in
the midst of change there is always the
certainty of God. The old prophet
Malachi (the last book of the Old
Testament) firmly reminds his listeners
that God says “I am God and I do not
change”. Those are comforting words not
just for the Weller family as we look to
the future, but for us all in a world of
uncertainty and change. Jesus himself
declared He is the same yesterday, today
and forever.
In the meantime the life, work and the
ministry of Christ Church will very much
continue. Please come and join us once
details of our Organ concert have been
arranged. Then there are our Harvest

celebrations, Remembrance Sunday
and
ver y
appropriately,
the
Community Carol ser vice on 12th
December of which the theme is “A
changing community”. I have every
intention of ensuring that our focus
over the coming six months will be on
Christ whose name our church proudly bears and not on us.
Finally, a story to show how life can
come full circle. The Archdeacon of
the area in which I am to serve in
north Birmingham was ordained in the
1970’s. The leader of his Ordination
retreat and preacher at his Ordination
was my late father Rev. John Weller.
The Archdeacon shared with me what
a great impact my late father’s words
had on him. No less than almost 40
years later that Archdeacon will now
have the opportunity to impact my life
and the legacy of my Father’s dedicated service of God will continue.
God bless you all,
Rev. David

Sunday 4th July
10.30 a.m. Confirmation Service
during which we will also celebrate
200 years of Anglican Worship in Rio
with the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Rio, Bishop Filadelfo

A ll are w elcome
Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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COMMONWEALTH
GAMES

Queen's Baton relay
The Queen's Baton relay began when
the baton, which contains Queen
Elizabeth II's message to the athletes,
left Buckingham Palace on 29th
October 2009. The baton will arrive at
the 2010 Games opening ceremony on
3rd October 2010, after visiting all the
other nations of the Commonwealth
and travelling throughout India,
reaching millions of people to join in
the celebrations for the Games. The
baton was designed by Michael Foley, a
graduate of the National Institute of
Design. It is a triangular section of
aluminium twisted into a helix shape

Commonwealth Games logo & mascot

and then coated with coloured soils
collected from all regions of India.
The coloured soils are a first for the
styling of a Queen's Baton. A jewelencrusted box was used to house the
Queen's message, which was laserengraved onto a miniature 18 carat
gold leaf – representative of the
ancient Indian parchment. The
Queen's baton is ergonomically
contoured for ease of holding. It is 26
inches long and weighs 1.9kg. It has a
number of technological features
including:
- The ability to capture images and
sound
- Global positioning system (GPS)
technology so the its location can be
tracked
- Embedded light emitting diodes
(LEDs) which will change into the
colours of a country’s flag whilst in that
country
- A text messaging capability so that
people can send messages of
congratulations and encouragement
to the Baton bearers throughout the
relay.

English. The program aims to teach
1,000 people English per month and
hoped to reach all key workers by
March 2010. The Indian Government
plans to expand the program to teach
people in local tourist destinations in
other parts of India.

Commonwealth

The 2010 Commonwealth Games are
the 19th Commonwealth Games.
They are scheduled to be held in
Delhi, India between 3rd & 14th
October 2010; they will be the largest
multi-sport event conducted to date in
India, which has previously hosted the
Asian Games in 1951 and 1982. The
opening ceremony is scheduled to
take place at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in Delhi, which will have a
capacity for 75,000 spectators. India is
expecting two million tourists in New
Delhi for the Games, as well as about
10,000 athletes from 71 teams
representing
53
of
the
54
Commonwealth member states. Fiji is
suspended from the Commonwealth,
because it suffered a military coup and
has been banned from participating in
the 2010 Games; it took bronze in the
Rugby Sevens in the 2006 Games.
Rwanda may field a team since it
became a Commonwealth member in
2009.

There are 17 disciplines planned for
the 2010 Commonwealth Games,
including lawn bowls, rugby sevens
and squash. The triathlon appears
likely to be excluded as there is no
suitable location for the swimming
stage. The organisers have also
proposed removing basketball, but
want to include archery, tennis, and
billiards and snooker for men. Cricket,
although in strong demand, may not
make a come-back as the Board of
Control for Cricket in India were not
keen on a Twenty20 tournament, and
the organisers did not want a one-day
tournament.
Source: Wikipedia
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_
Commonwealth_Games>

Learning English

Queen Elizabeth II presents India's President
Pratibha Patil with the baton

In preparation for an influx of Englishspeaking tourists for the Games, the
Delhi government is implementing a
program to teach English and the
necessary skills for serving tourists, to
key workers – such as cab drivers,
security workers, waiters, porters, and
service staff. In the two years prior to
the Games 2,000 drivers were taught

Advertise in
The Umbrella!
Call the BCS office
for information:
21 2537-6695
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RIO BONITO DIARY: JUNE

Nature

Bem-te-vi flycatcher

Brazilian tree-frog

steep hillside, ending with all four legs
in the air. The hole in her side caused
by the septic bot-fly burrow has healed
nicely, but we remove 3 more larvae and
two fat, engorged ticks from her sleek
coat. The cat hardly ever suffers from
bots and rarely from ticks.

gers, full of tubular, pointed flowers like
yellow crayons with bright purple tips.

Gamba (rat-tailed opossum)

AMELIA CRAU
On the way up from Rio we had a
scrumptious multi-course Mineiro feast
from the buffet in Mury. On arrival we
found the gambas (rat-tailed opossums)
had made a mess of many of the ripe
limão gallego (orange-coloured lemon)
fruit, fastidiously peeling them first, but
leaving enough for us to cook up a tasty
batch of marmalade. The possums have
become bold since the hunters stopped
shooting them, but the maid says the yellow lab killed one of the beasts. Gambas
have also stripped all the tangerines
since our May visit and attacked the still
unripe fruit of the jambú de Pará.
Friday dawned clear, fine and sunny.
Birds are scarce; a yellow-breasted, black
eye-striped Bem-te-vi flycatcher is back,
but does not greet us with his usual
“good-to-see-you” call; a rufous-breasted
Sabiá (thrush) is hunting for worms and
insects in the grass. The cocky little
striped sparrows with their cute crests
are all over the place on the ground and
in the bushes. Butterflies are hardly
seen, just a lone black-and-brown speckled, long-winged Helicon in the trees.

Canine gambols
The level of the pond is low from lack of
rainfall. The lab gets tired of waiting for
us to throw a stick for her to fetch, and
goes into the water to rummage for a
stone instead, emerging with a face
black with mud. She cleans off by
rolling in the grass, then does a joyful
toboggan run on her flank down the

When I went to have a shower and took
my shower cap off the hook, a cute little
grey-green tree frog leapt out of it. It
had little bumps all over its body. They
like humid places and have surprised us
in the past by popping up out of the toilet bowl, where they were hiding under
the rim!

A tree by the road is heavy with big
blooms looking all the world like lifesize fluffy pink bras hanging down –
most indecent, but attractive to a green,
brown-tailed humming-bird. Also by the
roadside are gigantic plantains, 9-foot
tall, with pink spikes of flowers. The
caqui (persimmon) tree has now lost
almost all its orange leaves, and the
mulungu hasn’t grown its new ones yet,
so we have two bare trees in the garden.
It is somehow unexpected to have bare
trees in the forest here in our winter, just
like in England.

Orchids
Wild orchids are mostly much smaller
than the huge, hybrid Cattleyas and
Phalaenopsis you buy in shops; they grow
here on mossy tree trunks and branches.
The little ones with the yellow-green
clown-like blooms we saw last month are
even more abundant this time. We find
a tiny orchid near them, with a single
purple, bell-shaped flower the size of a
peppercorn (Pleurothallis sp.). There’s
another Maxillaria in flower, with
thumbnail-sized blooms, their white,
purple-freckled petals forming the
shape of a grasping bird’s claw, also an
Encyclia with 5 green, brown-flecked
petals in the shape of a star, surrounding
a startlingly white labella looking like
nothing so much as a tiny gargoyle. It’s
also the season for a beautiful bromeliad
with bright pink bracts forming a cup
the size of a hand but with triangular fin-

Winter wind
Saturday the weather had its revenge. A
bitter wind tore through the valley all
morning, driving sheets of rain horizontally before it, soaking the hammock on
the verandah and bringing down the
electricity and phone lines and a dead
tree bearing an enormous clump of a
sort of leafless mistletoe; we had to drive
the sheep away from it, as it is poisonous. Outside temperature topped out at
16 degrees, dropping to 11 at night, so
we have a blaze in the hearth after sunset at 5:30, with the plentiful wood from
dead and fallen trees; we heated rocks
on the wood stove to warm the bed, like
stone hot water bottles in England.
Sunday, of course, dawned fine and
sunny, just when we had to leave to go
back to Rio. Typical!

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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Obituary: Ian Benedict
Ian Benedict was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina on 3rd
March, 1932 of Anglo - Argentine parents. His family
moved to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1942 with Price
Waterhouse and it was here that Ian did his schooling and
became an accountant. He worked at Price Waterhouse,
Arthur Anderson, Listas Telefonicas and later Fabrimar from
where he retired. He married Ann Rogers in 1959 and
they lived in Recife for two years before settling back in Rio.
Ian was a very active Freemason for 55 years where he
served as Master of each of the several Lodges and
Chapters in Rio and rose to be appointed Officer in the
United Grand Lodge of England. To quote Bob Towersey,
Ian was endeared to the Brethren by his ever willingness
and ability to perform even the most difficult parts of the
dialogue. Ian also dedicated much of his time to Boys
Town, where his work as Secretary was much appreciated
and sorely missed when illness made it impossible for him
to carry on. His accounting and administrative skills were
invaluable to the Brazilian Anglican Episcopal Diocese of
Rio de Janeiro, where he worked tirelessly for many years.
These same skills he also applied in his voluntary work as
Treasurer of the Jardim Botanico. When, due to health
problems, Ian could no longer carry on as Treasurer he
remained on the Conselho Fiscal of the Jardim Botanico,
where he earned great respect and left many friends.
Ian leaves his wife Ann, daughter Kate and son-in-law
Flávio, son Michael and daughter-in-law Milene and a
grandson Miguel, now 17. Their many friends wish to
express their deepest sympathy to the family in their loss.
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SIR HENRY OF TERESÓPOLIS
EXCERPTED FROM THE BRAZIL HERALD, RIO DE
JANEIRO, 22ND JUNE 1982
[Teresópolis began as a quilombo founded by runaway slaves
and indigenous peoples in the Organ Mountains behind Rio.
The locals called their settlement "Therezópolis" after the Empress
Tereza Cristina. In 1818, Englishman George March
(1781–1845) established a farm there. – Ed]

Looking back

Following the death of George March in 1845, part of the
Serra dos Orgãos was incorporated within a parish which
was subsequently divided into lots and the foundations of
the city of Teresópolis were thus established. Teresópolis
had become a city [sic] of over 700 inhabitants and a
municipality of over 4,000. Throughout this time,
Teresópolis was not without its English inhabitants.
George March’s initial settlement on the Serra had its followers and by the middle of the nineteenth century, there
were at least half a dozen English estates.
Henry Lynch was born into an old established AngloBrazilian family and entered the world of commerce.
Partner in an import and export business, he became the
Brazilian representative for the Rothschilds, a position he
held for over forty years. Sir Henry was an unique individual. He knew anyone who was anybody in Brazil and was
said to be more “the British ambassador than the British
Ambassador”. His resourcefulness was recognized by
London, who awarded him a knighthood in 1922 for his distinguished service in promoting Anglo-Brazilian relations.

First visit
In 1918, Sir Henry and his brother Edmund Lynch visited
Teresópolis [exactly 100 years after George March had pioneered
his farm there. - Ed]. Henry had heard a great deal about
Teresópolis from his English colleagues in Rio and had
shown interest in buying land in order to build a summer
home. Of particular interest to him was the property previously owned by John Taylor, another Englishman who
had risen in the ranks of the Brazilian Navy and who was
later awarded a sesmaria (royal land grant) by Dom Pedro
II. The Taylor sesmaria had, since the Englishman´s death,
fallen into disrepair, but it nevertheless intrigued Sir
Henry, who was determined to see the property firsthand.
The trip up to Teresópolis in those days was still a long
day’s journey. He began by taking the boat across the bay
to Piedade. From there, he went on horseback to the foot
of the mountains. At that point, he changed to mules,
which were better able to make the rough climb up to the
top. Once up there, he was met by carriages, called aranhas, which took him to the town.
Sir Henry took an immediate liking to the Taylor property. After having bought it, he made another visit. The trip
was made in heavy rain and when he arrived, he discovered the site of the old house under water and that his
new property was partially situated on marshland.
Undaunted, he spent the week-end on the estate and
began conceiving the plans that would transform it into
the Fazenda Boa Fé.
The building and the landscaping of the estate were done
under the direction of Sir Henry. With no previous experience in either field, he hired workers to create his vision
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Fazenda Boa Fé

of what the ideal estate should be. The flooded marshlands were eventually dammed up and turned into a lake
with a water canal that flowed into a pond and then into
a nearby river. Sir Henry installed a Belton wheel in the
canal, which generated enough electricity for the entire
estate. He received permission from his neighbours to
dynamite curves out of 20 km of the river, well into their
estates, so it would flow more smoothly and decrease the
chances of flooding.

Nature Lover
Being an admirer of natural terrain, Sir Henry only developed about half of his estate. In landscaping, he always
made a great effort to blend his gardens into the natural
surroundings. He also sought to increase his knowledge
of the plant life on his estate. Over the years, he developed a tremendous orchid collection, which was begun
with species found on his property. He subsequently
found a blue amaryllis which he brought to the attention
of botanists in London. Sir Henry was also interested in
the wild animals that lived on his estate. He forbade hunting and instead encouraged the study of the numerous
species of wildlife. As a member of the London
Zoological Society, he kept up a busy correspondence
with the London office and at times would send them animals for the zoo; one such animal was a cachorro do mato,
a dog with webbed feet.
Festas at Sir Henry’s estate were well known and attended
by many people. On Christmas Day, the whole English
community would be invited out for a sumptuous luncheon party. Rarely did anyone decline the opportunity to
attend. Sir Henry’s son, Frank Lynch, remembers a festa
on the Dia de São João when, after partaking of a splendid
dinner, the guests were invited to witness the lighting of a
bonfire. Late into the night, after the fire had subsided,
the farmhands spread the coals on the ground and proceeded to walk across them with their bare feet, much to
the astonishment of Sir Henry’s guests. After Sir Henry’s
death, Sir Neville Butler wrote to the Times of London,
lamenting the passing of his dear friend and reminiscing
over the great lunches at the Fazenda Boa Fé.
Sir Henry sold the estate in 1955, two years before he
died. It was bought by a Brazilian firm which promised to
preserve a large area around the main house. The rest of
the property was divided into lots and sold. The main
house of the Fazenda Boa Fé still stands and is open to visitors.
[Contributed by Ken Light, godson of Sir Henry. – Ed]

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

“OOP NORTH”: SERRA DO
HENRY ADLER
NAVIO/AP
Most of us when asked to say where Brazil
is geographically would instinctively reply
that it’s in the southern hemisphere. And
that’s largely true, but not completely. There
are bits which are in the northern hemisphere. One good place to start is the
Municipal Stadium in Macapá, capital of
Amapá State. Go on to the pitch and straddle the halfway line. You now have one foot
in the northern hemisphere and the other in
the south; the halfway line marks the
Equator!
Macapá has your usual equatorial monument, called Marco Zero (original, eh!) just
like any other self-respecting city on the
Equator, but none have it marked as
uniquely. Now if only they had a Wayne
Rooney look-alike, just think how much
they could make from tourists having their
photos taken with him on the halfway line…

ROADS TO NOWHERE
Amapá has just 3 roads and they’re all dead
ends. None of them go anywhere. One goes
south from Macapá for a few hundred kilometers before ending at Almeirim, on the
Amazon in Pará state. Another goes north
to Oiapoque, facing French Guiana on the
other bank of the Oiapoque River, but the
bridge linking the two is just starting to be
built. The third road goes north and after
300km or so just stops. It was originally
intended to be the “Perimetral Norte”, the
road built by the Army when they were in
power to delineate Brazil’s Amazonian interests, link up the isolated military outposts
across the arc of north and west Brazil and
start the integration of the Amazon into the
rest of the country. It didn’t get very far. A
side road leads up to Serra do Navio.

MINES, GHOSTS AND
CACHAÇA
In the 1950’s the biggest deposit of manganese in Brazil was discovered here and

the mines were developed under a long
term concession from the government. A
“company town” – over 500 houses, hospital, school, hotel, club, roads and all the
infrastructure needed to maintain their
workforce – was built. They also constructed a 200km long railway to take the ore out
to a port they built on the Amazon and to
transport everything else in (the road was
still decades away). It was an “oasis in the
jungle”. After 40 years the mining company
abandoned the area claiming the mines
were exhausted. After stops and starts
other companies are now starting to
explore the area but the “town” is still
almost a ghost town. The hotel and
restaurant are there for visitors to the
mine and the few travellers like us who
venture in. You can stay in a few downtrodden basic hotels for people providing
services to the mines, but the best bet is
a pousada out of town very well located
on the banks of a river. This is in a place
called Cachaço so if you go to the local
bar you can say that you had a cachaça in
Cachaço. Take a look at the photo if you
think I invented that!

A NATIONAL PARK THE SIZE
OF RIO STATE
Serra do Navio got its name because the
profile of the mountain range is like a huge
ship. You can visit strange turquoisecoloured lakes in the hills and take trips up
the rivers towards the Tumucumaque
Mountains, an area the size of the State of
Rio that stretches to the jungle border with
French Guiana and Surinam. We did a long,
all day trek in the forest with a local
“mateiro” (forester) and saw flora very different from other parts of the Amazon. Our
final point was a huge tree some 15m in circumference and hollowed out at its base.
We ventured in to take a look and shot out
again as we disturbed a rather large snake
whose home it was!

The first biological expedition to
Tumucumaque only took place in 2004 and
found an ecological treasure trove said to
be one of the world’s most diverse, natural
“hotspots”. It was also a treasure trove for
gold diggers despite taking 4 days by boat
up river to get into the park. The only way
to really penetrate the area because of the
rapids and falls is by helicopter. That didn’t
deter the gold seekers. The area is now a
national park, at least on the map. The
locals claim that the Army & the Federal
Police have cleared out the gold diggers …
and now you have to get authorization to
enter the Park.

THE TRAIN WAS A STRAIN
We went by bus, an easy 4 hour trip with
stops at roadside places named from the
bible. The best one was called “Psalm 23”.
We wanted to take the train back to
Macapá if it was running. It runs entirely in
the northern hemisphere and we had great
expectations of a spectacular trip through
the jungle, alongside rivers and past riverine communities. It was running and we
took it – unfortunately. It started several
hours late and was slow, hot, smelly and
overcrowded. There were jungle and river
views but the communities were rundown,
poor and favela-like. Everyone used the
train, even if only to go a few stops down
the line, because it was so cheap. The
entire 200km trip cost just a few R$, less
than a quarter of the bus fare. We finally
arrived at the port at midnight, after 9
hours on the train and still had to get a taxi
into Macapá. But it at least gave us a great
line for spouting to other travellers -- we
can say that we took a train in Brazil entirely in the northern hemisphere!
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LPGA BACK IN FORCE
MARY CRAWSHAW

As it was national Atlantic Forest Day in
Brazil, everyone who wanted one was presented with a sapling to plant.

LPGA Brasil Cup 2010
Once again the LPGA (Ladies
Professional Golf Association) came to
Rio to play the Brasil Cup 2010, sponsored by HSBC.

Sports

On 26th and 27th May, Gavea Golf Club
hosted their Copacabana Palace Hotel
Open Tournament.

This 36-hole tournament was played at
Itanhangá Golf Club on 29th and 30th
May. There were 27 players from various
parts of the world including the winner of
the last LPGA, played at the same club
here in Rio, the Scotswoman Catriona
Matthew, who last time won easily even
though she was the oldest player and was
also pregnant.
Despite the forecast of rain, the weather
was fine and there was a cool breeze -- perfect for golf. This time there was a very
exciting finish as Meaghan Francella from
the USA beat Marigo Uribe after a six
hole 'Sudden Death’ playoff. After each
hole they tied and had to play another
hole until finally Meaghan sank a long
putt and won. She was not only the lucky
winner of the LPGA Cup 2010, but also of
the US$700,000 purse, as well as a watch
presented by Rolex, a co-sponsor. One of

18

Gavea Golf Club Open

Meaghan Francella

the other competitors had a 'Hole in One'
and received a nice piece of jewelry for
that feat.

There were
two winners
amongst our
BCS members.
The
outright winner was Vicky
Whyte and
Jeannette
Riddell won
the third of
her category.
Vicky Whyte
The prizes
were presented
at an excellent lunch offered by the
Copacabana Palace Hotel which also drew
lots amongst the players for winners to a
Feijoada for two, a Tea for two and a
Dinner for two at their Cipriani
Restaurant -- the last of which I was lucky
enough to win!

DESERT LOCUST PATROL
SUSAN DE HEVENINGHAM
BAEKELAND
You have to transport yourselves back
to about 1964-65 maybe -- a long time
ago. I was in my mid twenties, working
with the Desert Locust patrol in the
Yemen.

"Susan, the Ethiopians have strafed our
locust camp in Hargeisha. Over”
Hargeisha is in Somaliland, on the
border with Ethiopia.
"Have any people been killed? Over”.
"No, but insecticides have got into the river
and the Somalis have blocked the runway
and the Aero Commander and the Beaver
are stuck. Over. "
“Where is Ludwig? Over.” “In Hargeisha.
Over.”
“He will get the aircraft out -- he is capable
of anything. Over.”
“Susan, get over here to Dire Dawa
immediately. Over and out.”
Dire Dawa is on the Ethiopian side of
the border.
Ludwig Martell had been with the
Polish Free Airforce during the war
and was a wonderful pilot, nothing
stopped him. I think when he left
Locusts he started that Dynorod drain
cleaning service they have in the UK,
but I am not sure.
So I rushed about and got a few
things stuffed into a small canvas case
with zippers. Useful, it went under
aircraft seats or on the back of a
camel. Got hold of the Director of
then Aden Airways and said I am a
priority passenger to Dire Dawa. Got
the reply “Well, we can get you to
Djbouti, after that you are on
Ethiopian Airways and they have, we
think, suspended passenger services
from there to Dire Dawa because of
the local war with Somaliland.” “Well
just fix it,” I said. “I am leaving for
Khormaksa airport now.”
I arrived at the airport and after a wait
of an hour and a half or thereabouts

Locust swarm

Feeding the hyenas at night, Harar

we were shown out onto an Ethiopian
Airways aircraft -- a Dakota. Yes...
right. We had what, I think, they call
jump seats in the army. A canvas bench
like a long camp bed along the side of
the aircraft, held in place with a pipe,
opposite cargo nets restraining boxes
of what looked like ammunition, etc.
No seat belts, no nothing.

Harar is situated along a ridge and
the minarets of its 99 mosques, which
is the same number as the names of
Allah, all tower over the city. We
entered through a huge gate, then
left the Landrovers with two
Ethiopians who worked for us, and
proceeded through the narrow
streets on foot. I had decided to come
very conservatively dressed with head
covering. There were market stalls
everywhere selling fruit, vegetables,
saddlery, silver jewelry such as
necklaces and bracelets; I bought a
small bronze hyena that still had
earth on it, which they said had come
from a tomb. That is now in the
Commonwealth Museum. Some of
the houses had marvellously carved
old wooden doors like those on the
Island of Socotra. We did not go into
any of the mosques, thinking it might
offend people, many of whom had
not seen white people before, and as
people were not very hospitable
towards us, we decided not to go far
into the city but to leave and camp
outside, as we considered it would be
better to be outside the walls and
away from the city at night. Also we
wanted to see if the rumour of the
man who fed the hyenas was true. It
was. The animals gurgled around him
and seemed to gently take food from
his hands. A hyena has the most
crushing bite of all animals.

The plane trundles down the runway
and takes off. Suddenly, you will not
believe this, but out of the rear comes
a huge Ethiopian in full tuxedo
carrying a tray with nice cloths on it,
table napkins, little sandwiches with
cucumber fans, and bottles of orange
Fanta with straws. My mouth dropped
open. "Lady and gentlemen, may I
apologise on behalf of Ethiopian
airways for the discomfort and lack of
service, but you must realise, there is
a war going on.”
After we had seen our Aero
Commander and the two spray planes
arrive safely at the airport at Dire Dawa,
we decided to move them up to
Asmara as we had to get together to
make a list of damage to equipment
and the 48-gallon drums of very toxic
insecticide spray for locusts. However
the Aero Commander had no front
doors on it and these had to be refitted.
Having a day or two to spare, four of us
decided to visit the Holy city of Harar,
which is the fourth most important site
for Muslims after Mecca, Medina,
Jerusalem (Al Quds, the Sanctuary).
This was a place in those days of the
early 1960's that was almost unknown
outside Muslim circles. It was not
considered a safe journey, as for
centuries access had been forbidden to
non-Muslim Europeans. But we
understood that attitudes had changed
and although we could go there and
look at it from the outside, we might
still be forbidden to enter. So we took
two Landrovers and set off, taking our
camping gear.

True Tales

Desert Locust radio sparks into life, it
is hissing, reception is bad, I tune the
jolly thing and hear the worried voice
of Vernon Joyce, the Director.

As the sun set the cries to prayer from
the 99 mosques rang out in harmony
and it was these cries of Allah-u akbar,
“God is great, Mohammed is the
prophet of God, To pray is better than
to sleep, God is great” rang out again,
as the first light of the rising sun
became visible -- the dawn call. We
packed up quickly and left, stopping
on the way back to Dire Dawa to have
coffee and some bread and oranges.
We then all flew up to Asmara.
[To be continued]
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Classified ads
SERVICES
CoMpAnion-CAReR, 14 yEARS HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION, SEEKS
NON-RESIDENT HOME APPOINTMENT (DAy OR NIGHT), CARING FOR CHILDREN,
ELDERLy, COOKING, CLEANING - REFERENCES AVAILABLE. VERôNICA 3970-5303 /
8751-3648 (PORTUGUESE).

BUYING & SELLING

AUGUST
03 InC New Members Gathering 10am
03 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
10 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
17 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
19 InC Cafezinho 10am
24 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
26 Oxford and Cambridge Dinner 8pm
27 InC General Meeting 10.30am
31 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
SEPTEMBER
24 BCS/InC “Taste of Rio”
OCTOBER
02 SAS Caledonian Ball, Copacabana Palace
05 SAS Paissandu Ceilidh
09 SAS MOGA vs SAS annual golf match
09 SAS Macaé Ceilidh
To be confirmed:
BCS 70th Anniversary Party/Beatle’s Night

Calendar

LoST oUR LeASe! MUST Move! NOW IT’S FOR REAL! HOME CLEARANCE SALE.
E-MAIL GLENNRIO@AOL.COM FOR LISTS OF BOOKS, MUSIC, ELECTRONICS,
COMPUTER GEAR, FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS, ARTWORK, TOOLS, DECORATIVE
ITEMS, KITCHENWARE, SMALL APPLIANCES, MEMORABILIA & MISCELLANy.

JULY
04 Christ Church Confirmation 10.30
14 WDA Jumble Sale

DEADLINE for our AUGUST 2010 edition is MONDAY, JULY 19
Please send your ads, letters, articles. Thank you!
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