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From the Editor...
OFFICIAL BIRTHDAYS & THE WEATHER
JACK WOODALL
Her Majesty the Queen was born on 21
April 1926. So why do we celebrate her
birthday every year in June? It’s because
about 100 years ago Edward VII moved
his birthday from November to June in
the hope of better weather for the
Trooping of the Colour and his own
King’s Birthday Parade.
In the Netherlands, Queen’s Day is celebrated on the late Queen Juliana's birthday, 30 April – is the weather always
better in Holland than in Britain?
Because her daughter Queen Beatrix's
birthday is on 31 January, Queen Beatrix
continues the tradition and officially celebrates her birthday on 30 April, when
she usually travels around the country
attending festivities. In 2001, those visits were cancelled because of the outbreak
of foot-and-mouth disease. Weren’t they
lucky to not get a case of “swine flu”
before 30 April this year? But in the light
of the tragic events at this year’s birthday parade – which was also the 100th
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anniversary of her mother -- when a car
tried to ram her open-topped bus, running over and killing several people in
the process, will it continue?
The King of Belgium has an official
birthday on 15 November, the feast of St
Leopold, his dynasty's patron saint; he
obviously doesn’t care about the weather. Surprisingly, most other royals do
not have official birthdays. The Yang diPertuan Agong of Malaysia, the country’s elected Paramount Ruler and de
facto King, celebrates his official birthday on the first Saturday of June. The
Grand Duke (or Grand Duchess when it’s
a woman) of Luxembourg’s official birthday is celebrated on 23 June, again
because of the weather.
Weather has played an important part
not only in the choice of official birthdays, but also in British history. Richard
the Lionheart, who was born in Oxford
but was actually French and hardly

spoke any English, never celebrated his
birthday in England, and only spent 6
months of his 10 year reign there, complaining that the weather was terrible.
He spent the rest of the time on his
estates in France and on the Third
Crusade against Saladin, capturing
Jerusalem but then abandoning it when
he had no hope of holding it.
Meanwhile his brother John, who lived
in England, plotted against him. When
Richard died he left no legitimate heirs,
so John was elected king by the nobles
who later turned against him and made
him sign the Magna Carta at Runnymede. So we can actually thank the
English weather for our democracy.
The only other person who has an official birthday is Jesus Christ, designated
King of the Jews by Pontius Pilate and
acknowledged as King by Christians
everywhere. His is celebrated on 25
December every year, although the day
and month are not actually recorded
anywhere in the Bible. When Pope
Gregory reformed the Julian calendar in
1582, that date became 7 January in the
new calendar, so we should really celebrate Christmas Day in January -- which
is what Eastern Orthodox churches still
do.

active and much-loved volunteer there
for several years (see Umbrella interview October 2008). Andrea hopes to
stay on in Rio too and is pursuing
other avenues of activity. For more
information on TASK visit their website at www.taskbrasil.org.uk.

by the Condé Nast Traveller magazine.
ASIA was the only restaurant in Brazil
to make this highly acclaimed annual
list. Hearty congratulations from all of
us at The Umbrella!

Philippe Hamoniaux and Andrea Grainger

Lydia embraced by her nephew

• George Sothers celebrated his 80th birthday in April at the Restaurante Torino at
Barra Point, with a lively party for family
and friends who enjoyed delicious food,
beautiful flower arrangements and a lively DJ
who got everyone dancing. Both George’s
daughters, Dorothy and Cynthia, came from
England to attend the party and together
with his wife Maria, presented George with
a lovely champagne toast and cake.

Asia in Condé Nast Traveler
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• Lydia Dassa (fondly remembered as
"Buttercup" in the Players' production
of HMS Pinafore in 1979 -- and in later
productions) celebrated her 80th
birthday in style in a restaurant in
Tijuca. She commandeered 3 floors of
the restaurant to accommodate something like 150 friends and family, who
enjoyed the lunch, the accompanying
music and the convivial atmosphere.
Fiona and Robin Brown presented her
with a framed collage of cuttings and
photos from past Players programmes,
covering the 5 musicals in which she
took part.

• Lucienne Barcellos (Clem Kobrak's better
half) celebrated her 50th with a cocktail
party in May. Many of her friends and
family gathered in the Salão de Festas of
their building in Copacabana, to enjoy
drinks and canapés. Live music added a
romantic touch, and the evening ended
with the more energetic couples dancing to
a selection of old favourites.

A happy crowd at Lydia’s party

• Fred and Pattie Drew threw a lovely party
to say farewell to their friends and associates in Rio at the Hotel Santa Teresa last
month. Guests were dazzled by the spectacular venue with a view of the city lights,
and enjoyed a lively bop to the music of the
Midnight Hour Band. The Drews will be
commuting between Denver (USA) and
Margarita (Venezuela), but hope to be visiting Rio sometimes too.
• After nearly six years heading up the
marketing effort at TASK Brasil’s Rio
projects, Philippe Hamoniaux bid a
fond “adieu” to colleagues and headed off to France for a month’s holiday
and some training in his new field of
geobiology. Philippe will be back in
Rio in June to concentrate on various
new ventures --organic and esoteric!
TASK’s Casa Jimmy also said farewell
to Andrea Grainger who has been an

George & Fil Sothers between Bill & Jill Gray and
daughters Cynthia (left) & Dorothy (right)
Lucienne and Clem

Dancing the night away at Lucienne’s party
George dancing with daughter Cynthia

• We’re delighted to report that an
Umbrella advertiser and community
favourite -- ASIA restaurant -- in Santa
Teresa has been elected one of the 50
best new restaurants in THE WORLD

• Readers may remember that last year
Tina Kelly, the wife of a former CG in
Rio wrote to ask if anyone had information on the Strangers Hospital
records, as she was looking for information on her grandmother, who was
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a nurse there at the beginning of the
last century. We are happy to report
that Tina recently sent in the following: “I just thought I'd let you know
that (…) I managed to find my grandmother (…) on the Royal College of
Nursing's archive website. All their past
journals are available -- and searchable
-- online for FREE! There is also a lot
about the Strangers Hospital (past history
very interesting, including its role in
the yellow fever epidemic in Rio
around 1908). (…) if someone asks
you about the history of the Strangers
Hospital again, you might want to
point them towards the archive at
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk. The information I found there about my grandmother has opened up several more
lines of inquiry... you never reach the

end of family history, you know!” So
now you know.
• Stan Haynes would most certainly have
approved of the Service of Thanksgiving
for his life, held at the Yacht Club on 14th
May. Rev. David Weller led the service
which included tributes from people who
have shared some of the many aspects of
Stan’s life – Nick Fletcher on sailing,
Gérard Moss on flying, Patrick
Hamilton-Hill on the Royal British
Legion, as well as a beautiful musical
tribute sung by Telma Costa. Denys Kisch
also spoke and read Canon Henry Scott
Holland’s poem, “Death is Nothing At
All”, at the request of Stan’s daughter
Claudia who came from England for the
service. The community turned out in
force to remember one of our great characters, and if ‘saudades’ were felt by many,

there was an equal amount of joy and
gratitude at having known him. No one
mentioned his socks, almost always one
red and one green, so we’ll register it here.
We wish him fair winds…
(see Tribute on page 10)

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office for information: 2537-6695
Don’t Drink and Drive

Don’t Drive if you Drink

JB Taxi -Tel: 2501-3026
Ouro Táxi - 2106-7777
Central Taxi -Tel: 2195-1000
Keep this card in your wallet for easy reference
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Daughter Claudia, Melchisedech de Carvalho signing book of remembrance beside his wife Carmen,
Suzan Carter & Phil Healey looking at photos

According to the Lord Mayor,
investors are more prone to take risks
in times of economic “boom”, but right
now people and companies are looking
for safer investment options. In such
an environment, London and the
United Kingdom have become very
good options. The United Kingdom
receives the largest share of direct foreign investment among all European
nations, offering the best return rates,
the Lord Mayor highlighted.
One of the most important appointments of the Lord Mayor while in Rio

de Janeiro was a meeting with
Governor Sérgio Cabral to discuss the
possibility of economic investment in
the state of Rio. Governor Cabral briefed
the Lord Mayor on some of his administration’s projects, especially in the
fields of infrastructure and public
transport, not least in the context of
Brazil’s hosting of the 2014 World Cup
and Rio’s bid to host the 2016 Olympics,
in succession to London in 2012.
The Right Honourable Ian Luder also
visited the newly opened office of
Lloyd’s insurance market and had a
meeting with top officials at the
Brazilian Bank for Social and
Economic Development (BNDES).
The bank is poised to open a bureau
in London, and the Lord Mayor
applauded the idea. He also expressed
his encouragement to Brazilian companies to get listed and launch their
shares on London’s Stock Exchange.
During a breakfast with the British
Chamber of Commerce held at Casa
Julieta de Serpa, the Lord Mayor called
on the Brazilian authorities to allow
foreign law firms to operate more
fully, saying that would be a great step
towards fulfilling Brazil’s potential to
become a regional and international
hub for trade and investment.

Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Ian Luder

The visit to Rio also meant business
for the wife of the Lord Mayor, Lin
Luder. Mrs Luder visited a social project
and a children’s hospital, had lunch
with women business figures and also
made time to visit the British School.
The position of Lord Mayor of
London changes annually. Ian Luder
is number 681 in a long line stretching
back to medieval times, and is a distant successor to Dick Whittington.
The Mayor of London, responsible for
the administration of greater London,
is Tory politician Boris Johnson.

British Consulate

Six weeks after the visit of UK Prime
Minister Gordon Brown and British
Business Secretary Lord Mandelson,
Brazil opened its doors to the Lord
Mayor of London, Alderman Ian
Luder, who visited Rio de Janeiro and
São Paulo in early May with a clear
message: “This moment is convenient
to invest in London”. In line with the
position’s historical role of promoting
London as a financial services centre
(the so-called “Square Mile”), the
Lord Mayor had a full schedule of
meetings and gatherings with important political and economic decisionmakers in Brazil to convey the point
that although the world financial crisis
is serious, London’s markets are open.

ISAK DIAMANTE

Private

Real Estate Broker

Ipanema - Leblon - Lagoa

(21) 7118-8358 / 8895-0028
isakdiamante@gmail.com
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SOCIETY

Queen’s Birthday Party 2009

11. Tea for 2 at the Pérgula
(Copacabana Palace)
12. Jeweller y by Neville Thorley
13. Bottle of whisky (donated by
Angel Festas -- event caterers)
14. Reflexology session with Sally
Teixeira
15. Facial by Silvia Chvaicer
Estética
16. Leather Bag by Heckel Verri
17-19. Books on Swiss Watches & BP
(BP donation)
20. Ice box from Transocean
21. Gem bird – Boreal Gems
22-23. Bottles of Cachaça from
Barril39

Free Cachaça Talk and Tasting

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY

On Tuesday, 19th May, Sr Sergio
Azevedo Jr, the owner and
manager of Cachaça Barril 39 (a
small, high-quality producer based
in the state of Rio), gave a talk on
the histor y, techniques and
current situation of cachaça
production, followed by a tasting
of his products. This was held in a
BCS meeting room; there was a
Happy Hour from 18:30, with
sandwiches, beer and soft drinks
available, and the talk began at
19:00. There was no charge for
paid-up members, but donations
to BCS charities were appreciated.
Margaret Mee Centenary
Commemoration

Friday, 22nd May, marked the 100th
anniversary of the birth of the
botanical artist, Margaret Mee. The
Jardim Botânico planted a kapok tree
and unveiled a plaque to mark the
occasion. The ceremony took place
on Friday, May 22 at 11 a.m.

6

The annual celebration to mark
the birthday of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth will take place in the
Jubilee Hall on Saturday, 6th June,
6.30-9pm. The society's most traditional event will celebrate Her
Majesty's official birthday with a
cocktail-buffet, birthday cake and
a Grand Raffle with loads of
fabulous prizes – see below. Last
year well over 100 people turned
out for our most important party
of the year. Raffle tickets (R$25
each) can be bought from BCS
council members, or via the BCS
office in the cloisters of Christ
Church, Botafogo, or online at
<www.bcsrio.org.br>. Members need
to buy at least one raffle ticket to
guarantee entry; guests are welcome
upon purchase of two tickets each.
Children 12 and under get in free.

New deadline for Umbrella articles
In today’s frantic world of instant
communication via the Internet, The
Umbrella’s decision to move the
deadline forward for receiving
articles will make the societies’ news
almost a month old by the time most
readers will have received their hard
copy. This will surely make us all the
more tempted to read it online or
print it out ourselves from the BCS
website, so that by the time it
eventually arrives in the post it’s
going to be slightly second-hand.
Just think about it; Tom Boyd can
download his Umbrella in a village in
Scotland before yours is delivered to
your apartment in Botafogo! Such is
progress. [Such is the speed of the
Correio! – Ed.] Perhaps it’s time to
think about retiring the hard copy of
The Umbrella to the museum of
literary antiquities to sit on display
with the typewriters and telex
machines. [Dear reader, please send me
your response to this interesting idea. –
Ed.]

Raffle prizes
1. American Airlines return flight,
Rio-USA-Rio
2. TAM return flight Rio - anywhere in Brazil - Rio
3. Weekend for 2 at the Copacabana Palace Hotel plus feijoada
lunch
6. Weekend for 2 at Pousada Bela
Vista, Penedo, with several meals
7. Weekend for 2 at the Intercontinental Hotel
4. Feijoada for 2 at the Copacabana
Palace
8. Feijoada for 2 at the Caesar
Park Hotel
9. Mediterranean meal for 2 at the
Caesar Park Hotel
10. Lunch for 2 at Pimenta Imperial
Restaurant, Itaipava

4th Annual SAS x MOGA Golf
Match, Teresópolis Golf Club
By the time you read this, the 4th
annual golf match between the
Macae Oilmen (led by a serious
group of Scottish golfers) and the St
Andrew Society (led by an
exuberant band of proxy Scots) will
have been won and lost, on the same
day as the last fixtures of this year’s
Scottish Premier League and the
British School Founder’s Day. The
only certainty at the time of writing
is that St. Johnstone have been
promoted and that Heart of
Midlothian will feature in the new
EUFA League next season. The fates
of Celtic, Rangers, Aberdeen and
Dundee United are still hanging in
the balance.

You will have been able to look at
the pictures and read all about the
outcome of these events via their
respective websites even before you
receive this issue of The Umbrella and
then to remind you, we’ll write
about them again in the July issue.
With almost seventy golfers
expected to tee off at Teresópolis,
the annual SAS x MOGA golf match
has developed into a major feature
of the Society’s calendar, bucking
the trend of a shrinking community
and challenging the Caledonian
Ball’s claim to be the biggest annual
gathering of Scots in the region.
Perhaps we should consider
combining them into one grand
event in the future.
The Homecoming Gathering,
Edinburgh, Scotland
Last minute preparations are under
way for the Homecoming Gathering
and Highland Games to be held in
Scotland’s capital on 25th and 26th
July. The Scottish Diaspora is
already pouring into its native land,
taking over hotels, guest houses and
bed and breakfast stopovers. How
the city will cope with this influx of
visitors in the middle of roadworks
for a new tram service remains to be
seen. The centre of Edinburgh is
going to be chaotic that weekend. In
the middle of it all will be a tiny
group representing South America,
showing the Argentinian and
Brazilian flags. You’ll be able to
follow events live on You Tube,
followed by our report in the
September issue of The Umbrella. To
see the scope of the event, which will
include the world’s top heavy

athletes [as in top of the heavies, not topheavy! – Ed.], the best of Scotland’s
musicians and dancers, film stars
and television personalities, go to
<www.thegathering2009.co.uk>.
Scottish Country Dancing
If you’re new in town and reading
this for the first time, our Scottish
Country Dancing classes are well
under way, so if you’re looking for
good company on a Tuesday
evening from about half past seven,
you’ll find St. Andrew Society
members and their friends in the
Paissandu Club in Leblon, listening
to a wee bit of music, having a wee
dance, a wee natter, a wee drink or a
plate of chips and enjoying the
atmosphere.
You
can
learn
hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys and
reels, under the patient tuition of

4

corners
and more...

Audrey, or just tap your feet under
the table with a chopp in your hand.
You’ll meet Brazilians of every
nationality under the sun there, plus
a couple of Scots passing through on
their holidays. You don’t even have
to be a member of the club, suffice it
to yell at the porter “dança escocesa!”
and wave your arms around like
you’re being attacked by a swarm of
bees. He’ll let you in and point you
in the right direction. The last
Tuesday of each month will be a
social night, where you might hear a
bit of Scots humour, as in the lady
from Glasgow who walked into the
butcher’s. He had just stepped out
of the freezer and was standing in
front of an electric fire with his

Scottish dancing & SAS contingent at Macae, 2007
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hands behind his back. “Is that yer
Ayrshire bacon, there?” says she.
“Naw, it’s juist ma haunds I’m
warmin’” says the butcher.
Slainte!

AMERICAN SOCIETY

Pancake Breakfast

The wonderful chefs

Happy Hours
at TGIF, Badalo and Salvação were
excellent opportunities for our members to meet each other. We have
monthly happy hours where we
always welcome both "new and old
faces". Thank you Audrey Holekamp,
Jenee Slocum and Rodrigo Winterstein
for hosting them.
Pancake Breakfast
at OLM was a big success -- thank
you OLM staff and families for
sharing your facilities with us. The
pancakes with real maple syrup were
delicious as always, and a taste of
America that all nationalities enjoy.
Board member Gerry Eigen coordinated it with Irenilda Fontoura
from OLM. We had many special
short-order cooks in the kitchen
including John Callon, Jim Kappeler
and Morgan Jackson (who just all
happen to be AmSoc board
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members) making sure that the
pancakes were truly just as good as
those from famous pancake
restaurants in the states. We thank
the other valued volunteers who
worked the front desk and
playground and other facets that
made it a fun morning. Under
Galleries on our new website (see
below) you can see pictures from
this and various recent events.
New & Improved Website
Yes, we have launched our new and
very much improved website, which
is still in the process of being
updated. This new website has so
many features that all of our
members and sponsors and friends
will enjoy and use. Check it out:
<www.amsocrio.org>. Our website
couldn't have happened without
AmSoc board member Andre Luiz
da Silva working countless hours to
make it happen. We are now ready
for the 21st century.
Independence Day
A Barbecue Celebration was held on
Saturday 30th May at the Escola
Americana Gávea Campus, Est. da
Gávea 132 from 12 noon to 4pm.
Jenee Slocum and Caren Addis and
the Independence Day committee
worked hard to make sure that this
year's event was the best one in
recent memory. PLUS there were
fabulous prizes raffled, including a
round trip ticket on American
Airlines to anywhere in the continental USA, a memorable CVC trip
to Natal for two, Amsterdam Sauer
jewelry and more.... Thank you,
Christine Machado, for organizing
the raffle prizes, and thank you,
donors, for your generosity.
New Office & Sponsors
The American Society has moved its
office to the Escola Americana. We
thank them for their support.
Metropolitan Transports did the
move for us and Vanica Royster and
Steve Spencer organized it along with
Caren Addis. This month we are
welcoming one new Silver Sponsor,
Coca-Cola, three new Bronze Sponsors:
Oceaneering, Shopinvest S.A., and
WER, and one new copper sponsor
couple, Anne and Michael Harris.
Thank you all for your support.
Glad & Sad News
On a happy note, member Annie
Podlubny and her husband welcomed their new baby daughter
Laila into the world. Congratu-

lations! But we were terribly
saddened by the passing of our very
active member, Nancy Celentano.
She will be sorely missed. There will
be a memorial service for her on
Wednesday, 3rd June at 7pm at the
Capela Santa Inês in Gávea.
We have many new members joining
us -- we welcome you to our group!
We always are happy to have new
members join us – all nationalities
are eligible -- the more the merrier.
Until next month.... and don't forget
to save the date for Thanksgiving
dinner on the Marriott rooftop
(weather permitting) Thursday, 26th
November.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
(InC)
Indian Cooking Class
A final class was held on 13th May at
Sirikit’s house. Unfortunately Sirikit
is leaving Rio, and with her Julie, our
fabulous Indian Cooking Class
instructor, is leaving as well. But we
had time for one last class when Julie
gave us a taste of her wonderful
Indian cooking. This time she
prepared something new as well as
some of her most successful dishes
like Mango Chutney -- well known to
members who had attended before.
We had the fun to observe, learn
how to do it and -- best of all -sample it afterwards. The menu:
Goan beef curry, Cabbage with
Potatoes, Lentil rice, Raita (a
combination of thick, whole-milk
yogurt and various chopped
vegetables or fruits), and Mango
Chutney. Delicious!
Rock On 50s Rock and Roll party
The major InC fund raiser for this
year will be the 50s Rock and Roll
party at the Paissandu Club titled
Rock On, on Friday 18th September
2009. Tickets will be available shortly,
lots of raffle prizes and great music,
dancing, rocking around the clock
for a good cause. Contact Jackie
Stern at <jdb@amcham.com.br> for
further information!

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
Jumble Sale
The WDA Jumble Sale is due to take
place on Wednesday 8th July from
10 a.m. until noon. As usual, it will
be held in the Jubilee Hall, Christ
Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo.

We are in need of clothes for men,
women and children - shoes household equipment including
ornaments - kitchen utensils - toys jigsaw puzzles etc. Please check that
any electrical appliances are in
working order. Donations can be
made during the week to Karen,
secretary, Christ Church, telephone
2226-7332 or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, any
time between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm.
and 3.30 pm. when the school
finishes, cars are not allowed into the
grounds. We wish to thank those of
you who have already sent along
donations in response to our appeal.
The ladies of the WDA are very busy
separating the different items;
pricing them and setting aside those
articles considered suitable for sale
on our White Elephant Stall at the
end of the year.

Marmalades, Pickles and Chutneys:
These items can be purchased any
day during the week within office
hours and especially on Tuesday
mornings when the WDA ladies are
present. They can also be purchased
on Sundays after the Church service.
Lemon Curd: Just so that you are
aware, we have a supply of lemon
curd available. This is kept in the
refrigerator and is not on view in the
kitchen.
If you have any empty jars of these
products with the metal tops that we
could re-use, could you please return
them to us? The Nescafe 100g bottle
is also suitable for our use. Many
thanks.
As a finishing note, we would just like
to add that the Jumble Sale is an
annual challenge and its success
depends entirely on the amount of

4

corners
and more...

donations received. It is an event that
is very rewarding in that everyone
has something to gain from it. The
customer is able to buy at very low
prices; all the proceeds go to
different charities at the end of the
year bringing a little comfort to many
in need and the WDA team has the
satisfaction of knowing it has done a
good job!

Please support our advertisers.
T h e m o re a d s , t h e m o re g o o d a r t i c l e s t o re a d

UMBRELLA ADS REALLY WORK!
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Stan Haynes
This month, we branch out in a new
direction: rather than the usual interview,
this is a tribute to one of Rio’s long established
expats – Stan Haynes, who died last month.

Tribute

Stan settled in Rio in later life, after
taking early retirement. He first came
to the city with Shell in the 1960s, to
organise the sale of Shell Brazil to Shell
Taiwan, to avert the threat of nationalisation by Brazil’s military government.
“We came here for a year”, he
explained to me, “…and then bloody
well stayed”. Stan had hoped to return
as a “number one, somewhere in the
Far East” – and always maintained that
he preferred the Orient to the chaos
and colour of Rio.
In Rio, he distinguished himself at work
and at play, receiving various Brazilian
awards, culminating in the Cidadão
Carioca in 1982. He was a very active
member of the British Chamber of
Commerce for many years. He sailed,
in his yacht Tuna, a passion as great as
his passion for flying, representing
Brazil in the prestigious Admiral’s Cup
in 1979. He helped street children,
working closely with several escolas de
samba; and, not one to forget his roots,
he also became heavily involved with the
Rio branch of the Royal British Legion,
holding various offices and remaining
a committee member until shortly
before his death. He received his MBE
in 1998 for services to the Legion and
the British community in Rio.
The war years defined Stan in many
ways. He won his wings in the Royal Air
Force (RAF) just as Pearl Harbour was
attacked by the Japanese in 1941, but
had been fascinated by flight since childhood. “I was born on 17th December,
the date of the first powered flight of
the Wright brothers”, he told me “so I had
flying with me from a very early stage”.
He was completely hooked after a trip
with his father, in a small threeengined aeroplane which was part of
Sir Alan Corbin’s Flying Circus. Some
eighty years later, Stan’s eyes positively
shone, as he recounted, “I remember
it was plywood and vibrated like
anything. You had ordinary seats
which were sort of nailed down to the
floor – no seatbelts or anything.
Absolutely marvellous – it was quite
magnificent!”
Later on, Stan took up gliding, with the
North Staffordshire Gliding Club – but
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they had only one glider. Five or six
people were needed to launch it. “I had
a lot of experience pulling the bungee
rope,” he told me “and very little –
hardly any – gliding”. Gliding, however,
became a lifetime passion – after the
war he started a gliding club using the
“beautiful” German military gliders.
Later, in spite of Shell’s best efforts to
post him to where there was no gliding
– Singapore – he was selected for the
1947 British Gliding Team.
When the war broke out, he was
reading engineering at Cambridge
University. Frustratingly for Stan, this
was a reserved occupation so he was
expected to continue with his studies,
although he managed to join the
University Air Squadron. Stan was
finally called up in 1941, once it was
discovered that he had some flying
experience, and was sent for pilot
training in Florida. He had very fond
recollections of that period – and the
kindness he experienced in a stillneutral, non-combatant America.
His aeronautical training stood him in
good stead – such good stead, that even
then, Stan was not sent on active
service. “Oh, we’ll make that bloke an
instructor”, they decided. “This was
rather desperate”, Stan confided “I
really joined the Air Force because I
wanted to fly Spitfires”. Being told that
only “above average” pilots become
instructors was poor consolation.
Believing that he would never be in a
position to leave a war widow, in
January 1944, Stan married Joan
Raisbury – who was actually senior to
him, serving in the Women’s Auxiliary
Air Force (WAAF). Then three weeks
after the wedding, Stan finally received
a posting – a bitter sweet moment. He
went to Egypt, to fly Spitfires.
However, by Christmas of that year, Stan
was back in the UK, doing conversion
courses, first to fly Typhoons and then
Tempests. After a few precious weeks
with his new wife, he was posted to
Holland, where during the bitterly cold
months of January and February, he
was billeted with monks and sleeping
“in a wooden pulpit”.
The war ended for Stan at Quackenbruch, in Germany. Victory meant
serious celebration, courtesy of a
Roman Catholic padre, who “used to
take four three-ton trucks, fill them
with flour, chocolate and cigarettes…
and go down to the south of France
and exchange these goodies for any

and every sort of alcoholic drink that
was available”.
Stan had shown early form on that
front. His brother Denis recalls a “scary
incident” when Stan was caught
bringing “a supply of drink from the
local pub into the school… it took our
father’s solicitor several days’ work
before he was eventually readmitted”.
At that time, he was already saving his
pennies to buy packets of Woodbines,
too – the beginning of a “lifetime
addiction”.
After the war, Shell’s principal
attraction lay in its Aviation Department and the legendary pilot, Douglas
Bader, who worked there. Once again,
despite his best efforts, Stan never
actually worked in that department.
After extensive technical training, Stan
found himself in the Far East, working
out refinery requirements and why the
Penang ferry’s engine ground to a halt.
After time in London “for
rehabilitation after too long in a
tropical area” – over fifteen years – Stan
expected to return there. But Rio was
calling.
While always vibrant and vigorous,
Stan’s life was also touched with
tragedy. After the premature death of
Joan, he married Rosie, who also
predeceased him. “I obviously did
something wrong,” he once told me,
“because they both ‘left me’ after about
twenty-six years. Couldn’t stand any
more”, he added, eyes suddenly
twinkling and instantly lifting the
mood. His elder daughter, Judy Ann,
has had learning difficulties since her
birth and lives in a residential home;
however, his younger daughter, Claudia,
visiting from England, brought some
comfort to his last days.
Nobody who knew Stan – in whatever
capacity – will forget him. Talking to
him and recording his stories was a
privilege and a pleasure.
Lucy Beney
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CHRIST CHURCH
RIDING THE BUS
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
I have no car right now so I’m travelling a
lot more by bus. I don’t know if it’s been
more environmentally friendly to do so,
but it’s been an enriching experience
already, thanks to my fellow passengers.
After all when you’re in a crowded bus, in
yet another traffic jam, there’s plenty of
time to observe those around you.
The other day I was impressed by a young
man who stood up so an elderly lady could
sit down. I was even more impressed when
I noticed that he was blind. Then there
was a man with a Bible open in has hands
that also stood up and delivered an
impromptu sermon on what the Apostle
Paul had to say. All appeared to listen
politely, but I couldn’t help but wonder
how a British bus load would react – and
how quickly he’d be thrown off the bus.

On another occasion I got chatting to an
old lady who’d waited a while for the bus.
Why not catch another one I asked, after
all they are plenty that go this route. Back
came the reply, “the other buses are air
conditioned and cost 30 centavos more,
this way I can save money”.
It doesn’t take very long at all to stop feeling
sorry for myself and to start thanking God
for what I have, not for what I haven’t. It
seems to me that God can use any kind of
situation or circumstance to speak to us;
we have to choose though to listen. In my
experience it’s always worth doing so.
Finally it’s over to church member Robert
Hartley for a message about flowers.
Thanks to Robert for that,
God Bless you all,
Yours ever,
Rev. David

Christ Church Altar Guild - Flowers
The Christ Church calendar at the front
of church offers you the opportunity to
put your name down for flower arrangements for the Sunday Services for all the
loving reasons you may wish.
The process is simple, either you just
write your name on the list, or you
kindly contact the Church Office Karen e-mail: chchurch@terra.com.br or
phone her on: 2226-7332 and have
your name included. You can make the
flower arrangements on the Saturday
before the Service; alternatively the
duty member of the Altar Guild can
make the flower arrangement for you.
To purchase flowers sufficient for a
Sunday Service costs approximately
R$70,00 and you can pay a week before
your chosen date at the Church Office.

Christ Church Thursday Discussion Group - June 2009
All are welcome to come along to the discussion group. If you have a little or a lot of knowledge of the
Bible, and want to discover how God’s Word helps us today, give us a try in 2009. Get to know other
English speaking folk living the ex-pat life and explore Christianity at the same time.
Our meetings alternate between Zona Sul and Barra/Recreio, on Thursday mornings, from 9.30-11.00 a.m..
4th Jun e
1 1 th Jun e
1 8th Jun e
25th Jun e

Facing Change. Meeting in Barra/Recreio
NO MEETING - Corpus Christi
Facing Change
Meeting in Zona Sul – vicarage at Christ Church
Social in Barra/Recreio
– come and join us even if it is your first time
If you would like to receive more details please contact
Rev. Sue Weller, tel. 2539 9488 or riochaplain@gmail.com
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Blood Clots, Stroke and
the Tongue
STROKE IDENTIFICATION
It only takes a minute to read this...

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Remember the 1st Three Letters....
S.T.R.
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke
are
difficult
to
identify.
Unfortunately,
the
lack
of
awareness spells disaster. The stroke
victim may suffer severe brain
damage when people nearby fail to
recognize the symptoms of a stroke.

S *Ask the person to SMILE.
T *Ask the person to TALK and
SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE
(Coherently)
(e.g. “It is sunny out today.”)
R *Ask the person to RAISE BOTH
ARMS.
If the person has trouble with ANY
ONE of these tasks, call the
emergency number [192 in Rio]*
immediately and describe the
symptoms to the dispatcher.
New Sign of a Stroke -- Stick out
Your Tongue
Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask
the person to 'stick' out their
tongue.. If the tongue is 'crooked',
if it goes to one side or the other,
that is also an indication of a
stroke..

A cardiologist says if everyone who
gets this e-mail sends it to 10
people; you can bet that at least one
life will be saved.
I have done my part.....will you?
[Contributed by Les Hayes]
[Call Med Remoções Ltda has a mobile
UTI based in Jardim Botânico, Tel: (21)
2537-8323, 2535-0354, 2537-2110.
The Umbrella has no financial or other
interest in this service. – Ed.]

Your Health

A neurologist says that if he can get
to a stroke victim within 3 hours he
can totally reverse the effects of a
stroke ... totally. He said the trick
was getting a stroke recognized,
diagnosed, and then getting the
patient medically cared for within 3
hours, which is tough.

Now doctors say a bystander can
recognize a stroke by asking three
simple questions:

DRIVING LICENCES
(Carteira Nacional de Habilitação)
Don't let your Brazilian licence expire. There's a big fine, and you'll have to take the test all over again.

Valentine’s Day

June 12
Special dinner menu for the date:
Appetizer: Eggplant Dim Sum. Starter: Prawns in
banana leaf wraps. Main dish: Fish or Magret in
pineapple curry sauce. Desert: Chocolate brownie
with vanilla ice-cream
Reservations for two sittings:
7:30pm to 9:45pm
10pm to 12:30am
Asia Restaurante e Bar:
Rua Almirante Alexandrino 256, Santa Teresa.
www.asia-rio.com
Tel: 21 2224-2014 info@asia-rio.com
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GOOD LISTENING
WWW.GOODLISTENING.COM.BR

VILLA-LOBOS: BACHIANAS BRASILEIRAS.
MARTIN HESTER
Heitor Villa-Lobos: Bachianas Brasileiras 1,
2, 5 & 9
Orchestre National de la Radiodiffusion
Française; Regente: Heitor Villa-Lobos.
EMI Classics B00000GCAG

This year marks the 50th since VillaLobos’ passing, and Rio de Janeiro will be
full of his music, as befits a composer
with icon status, and a national figure.
The composer
Heitor Villa-Lobos was born in Rio de
Janeiro in 1887. The rich owners of coffee
and sugar plantations had long resisted
the abolition of slavery, but this was finally made official in 1888, while the Barão
de Mauá’s brave attempts to start industrial ventures based on free enterprise
had collapsed. The capital, Rio de Janeiro,
was dominated by an elite of traditional
families, who set the pace for matters of
power, money, and the arts, this based on
an admiration for European (and particularly French) culture. Villa-Lobos’ father
Raul was the son of Spanish immigrants,
definitely outside the elite, but befriended
by an influential politician, he received a
good education in Vassouras, and afterwards became a public servant in the
Biblioteca Nacional. Raul engaged himself
in studies in the most diverse fields, and
particularly that of music; Heitor was the
one who received all his father’s enthusiasm and training in music. When his
father died in 1899, his family was left
very poor (and his mother helped them
survive by washing and ironing table napkins for the Confeitaria Colombo!)
It is hard to pin down details of VillaLobos further education – it appears he had
only a primary education, and although
he entered night school at the Instituto
Nacional de Música in 1904 to study cello,
the course was soon closed. As we commented in the GL of August 2005 on Pixinguinha, at that time Rio was full of groups
playing “choro”, where the music of the
elegant drawing rooms was transformed
by the African roots of the musicians,
becoming rhythmic, free-ranging, full of
collective improvisation. The instruments
were flute, bandolin, cavaquinho, and guitar
– this then considered a vulgar instrument
of the lower classes. It seems then, that Villa
was a self-taught musician, playing cello in
classical groups, and guitar in choro,
earning money as he could. From an early
age he was writing his own compositions.
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Details of his life then become obscure,
but it is know he lived in Paranaguá for a
time, and went on a trip to the Northeast
and Amazonas in 1912, as a working musician. In November 1912 he first went to the
house of Lucília Guimarães, pianist and music
teacher, and their affinity led to marriage
in 1913. Lucília believed, as did Villa himself,
in his predestination to be a great composer, and assisted him in every way - with
her earnings, finishing up the scores which
he poured out in a torrent, and helping to
arrange concerts – no easy task for a
musician with no financial means. If his
first compositions showed the influence
of Puccini, Wagner, and Saint-Saëns, from
1916 various pieces showed the influence
of Debussy – particularly Prole de Bebê,
for piano solo. In 1920 Villa’s compositions
attracted the approval of Artur Rubinstein,
on a concert tour to Brazil, and his praise
for Villa’s creativity opened for him the
doors for the support of Carioca society.
If, on the one hand, there grew the realization that Brazil had a composer of
great artistic merit, it also generated ferocious criticism, which did not accept the
free form and dissonances of his music.
In 1923 the Câmara de Deputados voted a
grant for Villa to make a long visit to Paris,
where he discovered that his music, with its
strong influence of Brazilian folk song and
native rhythms, was considered exotic, and
he the musical representative of his country.
There too he heard Stravinsky’s Rites of
Spring, whose orchestration of Russian folk
themes broke all the existing paradigms of
harmony and rhythm, and set new standards for instrumental sound – and this
influence went straight into Villa’s music.
Back in Brazil, he found that controversy
about his music was still strong – but
Rubinstein persuaded Carlos Guinle to fund
a second stay in Paris for Villa-Lobos, this
time with Lucília, and to contribute to the
publishing of important works. During this
stay (from 1927 to 1930), Villa could regard
himself as the outstanding representative
of Brazilian erudite music, although he
overspent his budget time and time again.
Back in Brazil, already famous, Villa was
asked to head up a project of the Getúlio
Vargas government, which made the
learning of music a compulsory part of
education. This was done principally
through singing, with the parts learnt by
ear – “Canto Orfeônico”. Villa’s energy

and interest carried musical education to
far-flung parts of Brazil; his “Guia Prático”
has recently been re-edited, and hopefully
will serve the same role in musical education
as in the past. At its peak, Villa would
conduct “Concentrações Orfeônicas” which
brought together thousands of school
children, to sing in the open air (in football stadiums) the songs they had learnt.
By the 1940s, Villa-Lobos was really of
international stature; he travelled frequently to the United States, and wrote
commissioned works. His secretary
Mindinha became his partner, although
his wife Lucília never gave him a divorce.
He continued working without stopping,
the towering figure of Brazilian modern
classical music, until his death in 1959.
The music
Villa-Lobos wrote a tremendous amount
of music – for choir, for orchestra, for
widely diverse instrumental groupings –
more than 1000 known works. I would
describe it as having very original, lyrical
melodies, surrounded by strongly rhythmic patterns, and full of dissonances.
However, sometimes it seems meandering, going from one idea to another, without communicating a structure or constructing a message. However, among all
Villa’s works, high consideration is given
to the Choros (written in the 20s), the
Bachianas (from the 30s), his music for
the guitar (particularly the Preludes),
while his other music has gems here and
there, where there is a particularly happy
joining of ideas, orchestration, and flow.
The Bachianas pay tribute to Bach, but don’t
have much similarity with Bach’s music,
although some pieces are in fugue form.
Disliking his music or loving it,there is no
disputing Villa-Lobos’ stature as the most
famous Brazilian composer of modern
classical music, nor the way he reflected
Brazil in his music and helped to create
an identity for it, at the same time as he
educated and influenced legions of followers.
So........Good Listening!

It will be over by Christmas
Quentin Lewis

The French and British successfully
held the Germans at the outskirts of
Paris in September 1914 at the battle of
the Marne. This battle frustrated the
Germans aim of a quick victory but set
the stage for four terrible years of
trench warfare, strategic stalemate and
massive loss of human life.
Almost every European family can look
back at the 1914-1918 war and find
family stories of war suffering. My
great-grandmother married in early
summer 1916 and was a young war
widow before autumn of that year. The
Battle of the Somme in 1916 resulted
in over 1 million casualties and over
300
thousand
deaths.
Greatgrandmother married again in 1925
otherwise I would not be here to write
this essay.
The horrendous impact the Great War
had on the world is perhaps the reason
why historians still cringe and flinch
when someone says “it will be over by
Christmas”. Unfortunately these were
the exact words used by Ben Bernanke
as he told the US Senate when he
thought the US recession would be
over.
A recent study from the International
Monetary Fund (published in the April
2009 edition of the World Economic
Outlook) found that recessions
associated with financial crisis or that
are highly synchronized worldwide are
historically longer, deeper and have a
slower recovery. According to the IMF,
a recession which combines a financial
crisis and which is also global is a rare
phenomenon. The study looked at 122
recessions which occurred around the
world over the last 50 years. Out of the
122 only six were identified as being
both global and associated with a
financial sector crisis (Finland 1990,
France 1992, Germany 1980, Sweden
1990, Italy 1992 and Greece 1992).
These particular recessions lasted two
years and featured weaker than average
recoveries. The recoveries to pre-

The results of the IMF study suggest
that a “normal” financial sector
generated recession lasts almost 17
months, with recovery to pre-recession
peak lasting another 17 months.
Global (synchronized) recessions
(without financial sector crisis) lasted
on average 13 months with recovery to
peak lasting a further 12 months.
When we go back to the IMF data it
becomes increasingly clear that the
current recession won’t be over by
Christmas 2009. Although we are
witnessing unprecedented levels of
fiscal intervention by governments
around the world, it is important to
keep in mind that this is an
unprecedented response to an
unprecedented financial crisis. Major
global banks have funding issues and
the recession is clearly globally
synchronized. In a recent Morgan
Stanley report, analysts estimated that
the 15 largest banks had already
shrunk their balance sheets by almost
USD4 trillion would shed another
USD2 trillion in 2009. It is reasonable
to expect that the length of this
recession should be at least as long as
the average in the IMF study. This
would mean an end to the recession by
Christmas 2010 at best and a recovery
to previous peak by late 2012 (at best).
One factor which the IMF study did
not take into consideration was the risk
of swine flu. Although swine flu has
failed to remain on the front page of
newspapers, the World Health
Organization did publish a report on
11th May which suggested that the
threat should not be taken lightly. This
WHO report seems to be at odds with
the current apparent waning public
interest on the topic of a flu pandemic.
According to the WHO study swine flu

is as severe as the 1957 pandemic. The
1957 “Asian flu” pandemic killed 2
million people. The World Bank said
in the recent report that a “moderate”
pandemic like the 1957 Asian flu could
cut the global economy by 2%. This
would merely pile more economic
misery on to an already fragile
financial environment, clearly adding
to the length of the recession and
probably delaying the recovery to peak
even further.
Economic pessimism might seem
overly cautious as the Bovespa index
makes it way back to pre-crisis levels
and the SP500 rushes back to 1000
point level. Indeed economic
headlines look great as house prices
appear to be bottoming and
unemployment in developed countries
stabilizes. In the week of 10th May the
Valor newspaper published a report
stating that Motorcycle sales were
recovering rapidly. Apparently sales
were up 25% in April 2009 when
compared to the previous month.
However, production was up only 4%
in the same period. The difference was
inventory reduction and imports. The
article went on to say that the
registration of new motorcycles at the
department of Transport was not so
impressive. Registration was down 9%
in April vs. March and down 27%
compared to a year ago. Exports were
also still very timid. The industry
exported a mere 2400 units in April
down 80% on April 2008. The mystery
was solved at the very end of the article
when we learnt that the article only
referred to sales to the wholesaler. It is
difficult to reach a conclusion based on
this kind of conflicting data. However it
seems that positive, cheerleading
headlines often hide a cautious reality.

Money

On 8th August 1914, Britain declared
war on Germany. Britain was bound by
a treaty to aid Belgium which had been
invaded by Germany. In the late
summer of 1914 as the British
Expeditionary Force were being
transported to the continent, the
London newspapers reported that the
war would be short. It would be over by
Christmas! The “old contemptibles”
would be home by the end of the year.

recession peaks lasted on average a
further 20 months.

Hopefully we will be back to normal by
Christmas -- 2012!
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Christ Church Weekend Away
Jack Woodall

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
Across: 1. Scorn (8); 5. detestable (6); 10 . You can watch it at the
cinema. (5); 11 . Billy's spouse (5-4); 12 . Advocate (9); 13 .
Biochemical short of indolence (5); 14 . One who purveys (fish or
war!) (6); 15 . Breathe-inner? (7); 18 . Dig up (7); 20 . Partners slings
in outrageous fortune (6); 22 . Rhubarb. Causes snotty noses? (5);
24 . Set up (9); 25 . Untouched but not untouchable (9); 26 . Not
a young tree (5); 27 . Could be a studio couch (3-3); 28 . Proof-read
(4-4) Down: 1. get (4,2) 2 . Poe's raven (9) 3 . Night-blooming
Primula (7-8) 4 . Word play exponent (7) 6 . Unabashed theft (8,7)
7 . Eggs are this shape (5) 8 . Colonisers.- Ensconced on benches?
(8) 9 . Russian version of Andrew (6) 16 . Coarse and crude (3-6)
17 . Excavated (8) 19 . Donkey bray (6) 20 . Modern (1920's) decorative style (3,4) 21 . Craving for water (6) 23 . Diplomatic representative (5)

The happy crowd at Marambaia, Rev. Kevin Roberts far left

Some 50 members of Christ Church travelled by car and
bus to Fazenda Marambaia, a pleasant pousada in the
country outside Rio, to spend the Friday and Saturday
nights of 1st- 2nd May, all day Saturday and Sunday morning, attending a series of informal talks, group discussions
and games (yes, games!) aiming to deepen our understanding of the Christian life and our life as a community.
Revs. Kevin and Ann Roberts, visiting from England, and
both ordained like their long-time friends Revs. David and
Sue Weller of Christ Church, led the discussions. Kevin
was recently elevated to the high administrative post of
Archdeacon, but you’d never guess it from his easy-going,
down-to-earth, sympathetic mien, and Anne is like everybody’s favourite aunt, to whom you can tell all the things
you can’t discuss with anyone else. Steve Rimmer organized the hectic and hilarious games on Saturday night,
aimed at building up our community spirit. A noteworthy
feature was the lusty hymn-singing by all the participants,
rather different from what we hear in church on Sundays
– perhaps all those who went to the Weekend and are not
already in the choir should fill the front pews of the
church on Sunday and add their voices to those of the
choir as an ensemble!
One thing that many of the participants found very helpful was a list of eight activities aimed at helping us to pray.
They varied from taking a prayer walk in the grounds,
observing the beauties of Nature and listening for inspiration from God, to observing a candle flame with a specific
person in mind, or identifying a specific place that is in
need of prayer on a school globe (which, funnily enough,
did not show Rio!), to dealing with a specific problem in
one’s life by taking a spoonful of salt, stirring it into a jar
full of water and watching the problem dissolve away along
with the salt. There were opportunities to be prayed over
for healing, and to raise personal concerns one on one
with Kevin or Anne, who are really open and sympathetic
people. When the bus eventually arrived to take us back
to Rio, only a couple of hours late – the driver was not on
hora inglesa -- we returned home with a sense of renewed
commitment to the Christian life.
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PETS’ CORNER
TEN THOUSAND YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP

MARGRIT OYENS
margrit.cats@terra.com.br
A monk arrives on an island where he can
see nothing but penguins and, blinded by
the snow, mistakes them for men. He
preaches God´s Word to them and baptizes
them. When the blasphemous act is perceived in Heaven, it leads to great excitement: how is it possible that mere penguins receive the sacrament? As God calls
for a meeting of the angels, saints and
other heavenly bodies, St. Catherine suggests that animals be granted a soul –
however a minor one. This parable was
written by Anatole France in 1908, but it
touches a question which to this day not
only preoccupies biologists and philosophers, but concerns all us human beings:
what is the place animals should occupy in
our lives?

world, but, according to the National
Association of Food Providers for Animls
(Anfal Pet) the Brazilian pet food market
rose from 220,000 to 1,3 million between
1994 and 2003. What is also expanding
constantly is the sector of services provided to pets, such as stores, dog and cat kennels, and veterinary clinics. In other words,
human beings surround themselves more
and more with pets that are treated as
members of the household, with the same
rights as to food, good health, and affecton
– and even some exaggerations such as
clothing (in this balmy climate?), ribbons,
and other accessories. These often ridiculous accessories are borne by our pets with
patience and dignity. What is the reason
for all this?

Where some animals are concerned, there
is no doubt about the answer to this question. The place is a seat in the car we drive,
the fluffiest cushion on our bed, and, above
all, the lap of loving guardians, willing and
ready to grant every wish of our pets. It is
considered that around the world, 800 million cats and dogs are raised in homes. Of
these,

The love of nature is probably carried in
man´s genes and brings its own reward.
Many studies have shown that pets satisfy
several of human beings´ necessities, such
as physical and emotional health as well as
mental and motor development. Studies
have shown that children who have a pet
as their companion develop their cognitive
and socioeconomic faculties earlier. A pet
helps a child make friends more easily, take
responsibility, and look at life with optimism. This is even more true in the case

38 million live in Brazil. Of course, a lot of
animals never reach this pinnacle in the pet

of the elderly – those who live with an animal have more to talk about and look
more to the future rather than think about
their past.
(To be continued)
Please address suggestions or
recommendations to:
margrit.cats@terra.com.br

CORRECTION
The caption to the photo “Royal Visit” on p.10 of last month’s May issue, provided by the Embassy, contained errors. Here is the
updated list of Commonwealth Ambassadors.
1. Ambassador Pius Barasa Namachanja – Kenya 2. Ambassador Harry Narine Nawbatt – Guyana 3. Ambassador Hopelong Uushona
Ipinge – Namibia 4. Ambassador Mark Julian Trainor - New Zealand 5. Ambassador Albert M. Muchanga – Zambia 6. Ambassador
Bellur Shamarao Prakash – India 7. Ambassador Samuel Kofi Dadey – Ghana 8. Ambassador Monica Clement - Trinidad and Tobago
9. Ambassador Kayode Garrick – Nigeria 10. His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales 11. Ambassador Neil Allan Mules – Australia 12.
Ambassador Martin Agbor Mbeng – Cameroon 13. Ambassador Dato Ismail Bin Mustapha – Malaysia 14. Ambassador Bangumzi
Sifingo - South Africa 15. Ambassador Murade Isaac M. Murargy – Mozambique 16. Ambassador Alan Charlton – UK.

The Day I Closed the Airport...
Well, Nearly
Rupert Brasier
Yes, believe it or not, it was London (Heathrow).
On my return to Rio on one occasion, I had to change my
ticket because of a strike of pilots in Rome. To save carrying
my luggage to the Alitalia counter, I left it in front of the
British Airways desk, asking the occupants to keep an eye on
it, which they agreed to do. I was away for about half-an-hour.
In the meantime they went off for lunch, while another team
took over. The original group had forgotten to advise the
newcomers to watch the bag.

Suddenly, one of them noticed the unaccompanied suitcase
and called security. On my arrival back at the BA desk, I saw
a man with a walky-talky standing over my case. I walked up
to him and asked him what he was doing. “Is that your bag?”
he expostulated. “Yes”, I replied, “What’s wrong?” “Do you
know that I was about to announce the final call to evacuate
the whole airport!
I saw that the bag had a new label stuck on it, RUSH AT
OWN RISK. “I’m awfully sorry. I do apologize. Please excuse
me”, I said and walked off with the bag, while the man
looked on with open mouth. Of course, had I not arrived at
that moment, I would have heard the emergency call and left
the airport with everyone else! But God stepped in and saved
the situation at just the right time.
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Film Review

Between the original cast and the
next generation gang, Star Trek has
covered a lot of Space. So where does
a much loved franchise go after 11
films? Back to the start, naturally.
From 007 to Star Wars to Batman, it's
the latest trend for film franchises.
But do we really need another Star
Trek film? I'm sure that there are
plenty of "trekkies" out there that
could answer that question in a
heartbeat, but for the rest of us it is
debatable. The S.T. world of Klingons
and tight Lycra suits is a rather camp
20th century concoction, and one
arguably out of step with the cinema
of today. Knowing how to say a word
in "Klingon" these days is considered
social suicide, and all in all the
evidence suggests the stock of the
USS Enterprise and its crew is at an all
time low. Coupled with the direction
of J.J. Abrams, creator of Lost and the
annoyingly hectic Mission Impossible 3,
one has to be nervous about the
outcome of this project.

addition to the childhood of halfhuman/half-Vulcan Spock (Zachary
Quinto) as he struggles to accept
racial prejudice whilst excelling in his
academic studies. Eventually the pair
meet at Starfleet Academy and their
maverick/logical attitudes clash
immediately. However, nearby planet
Vulcan soon comes under attack
from a Romulan ship and its leader
Nero (an excellent Eric Bana) and
the Starship Enterprise and its rookie
crew are off to lend a hand.
The plot moves at warp speed, and
one by one we are introduced to the
youthful versions of the well-known
crew. This is an enjoyable aspect of
the film as the casting is spot on. All
the actors embody their older
counterpart's
characters
with
amusing accuracy, with Spock,
Chekov (Anthony Ellhin), and Dr
Leonard "Bones" McCoy (Karl
Urbane) the standouts, although all
give assured performances.

The early story follows the dual
upbringings of James T. Kirk (Chris
Pine) from his reckless youth to his
induction into Starfleet Academy, in

The main point of comparison for
Star Trek is in actual fact historically its
main Sci-Fi rival, Star Wars. Elements
of the plot are reminiscent of the

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E
A DRINKING PROBLEM?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro: SUNDAYS Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7
pm
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real Grandeza, 99
- 6-7 pm. SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá,
156/610 - 4-5 pm.
Any questions please e-mail bercind@yahoo.com or call
Mr Bob N. 21 2557-7098 Serge - (21) 9974 8824
sergebdk@gmail.com

seminal space adventure, from Kirk's
upbringing in arid Iowa with its
dangerous alien-filled bars to the
main character triangle between
Spock, Kirk and Uhura which recalls
greatly that of Skywalker/Solo/Leia.
The banter between the three was
central to the success in Star Wars,
and is just as entertaining here. In
fact it is in the interactions between
the characters that the strength of
the film lies. Breathtaking special
effects are infused with humour
between the leads, and above all
there is a sense of fun to proceedings,
as rarely a scene passes without some
kind of comedy.
The plot is tightly constructed with
not a second wasted, the camerawork
and action sequences are hectic but
purposeful. Somehow J.J. Abrams has
created a Star Trek that is everything
the feeble Star Wars prequels weren't.
It is a prerequisite that any sci-fi
movie should be stunning, but with a
storyline, real characters and a script,
Star Trek is superior in every
department.
“Live long and prosper”? Indeed.

DEADLINE for our July 2009 edition is
MONDAY, JUNE

22 (2nd-to-last Monday of the

month). Please send your articles – letters –
ads as soon as possible. Thank you
The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for
claims made either in the advertisements or the classifieds, and the opinions expressed in the articles published are those of the writers, and not of The Umbrella.
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Letters...

OBITUARY
IAIN MURRAY
1944-2009

Tongue
The entertaining and interesting "Tongue" trivia editorial in
May’s Umbrella brought to mind an address given at Christ
Church, some years ago, by the much missed and oftremembered Ron Simpson. Appropriately the content was in
a serious vein, as the presentation was based on James 3 v: 58 with particular focus on v:5. ".....the tongue is a small thing
but what enormous damage it can do....."
In small inter-linked communities such as ours (the BCS, the
School, the Church, etc.) Ron observed that misunderstandings will inevitably sometimes occur -- as in any such
community. He concluded numerous memorable reflections
on the theme by urging us all to make a real effort to get to
the truth, before simply believing what one had "heard" and
making judgements. Only thus, he added, would the
"poison" that James mentions in v.8 be unable to infect and
spread.
Bryan Stanford

His many friends in Rio will be sad to hear of Iain Murray's sudden death early in May, of a massive heart attack following failed
stomach surgery. His funeral took place on 15th May near
Newbury, with a large international congregation and Geoff
Cowling, former Consul General Rio gave one of the addresses.
A service was also held in São Paulo on the same day.
Iain was in Rio as Vice Consul Commercial from 1975-1978 and
then returned to Brazil as Consul General and Director of Trade
in São Paulo in 1997. From the many tributes that have poured
in from all over the world, we are reminded that Iain was a man
of enormous heart and character. One such tribute said “We are
all so shocked, but be aware that ripples are going round the world from
the one-person epicentre that was Iain. He gave us such inspiration from
his positive and boundless imagination and energy. Only Iain's own body
could have stopped him. All other obstacles Iain could and did overcome - he was almost a force of nature in himself. We are all shaken by the loss
of such a consummate life enhancer and grateful to have known him.”
We send sincere condolences to his widow Norma and his family.
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OBITUARY
NANCY CELENTANO
March 24, 1951 - April 22, 2009
It is with great sadness that we must inform you of the sudden,
tragic and untimely death of Nancy Celentano. As a result, The
International Club of Rio and the greater English-speaking community has lost one of its most vibrant members. Nancy, who
attended Boston College and Columbia University, had been a
teacher in the Connecticut school system for many years before
embarking on various international adventures with her husband Gene. While Gene was President of Texaco in Brazil,
Nancy was President of the International Club here and they
both fell in love with Rio. After various foreign assignments took
them around the globe, they decided to retire part of the year in
Connecticut and the remainder in Rio. Nancy remained active
in the International Club and earlier this year put together a
very successful event for the American Society of Rio. She was
always willing to help, participate and volunteer for the many
community events. She was also involved in a cooking group, a
book club, a canasta group and various charity projects in Rio.
Nancy was a beautiful person, both inside and out.
She was charming, kind and correct. She always did the right
thing, when so many of us just pay lip service to the phrase. On
behalf of her many friends in Rio, our thoughts go out to Gene.
A memorial service to honor Nancy’s life took place in Rio on
3rd June. May her soul rest in peace and may her spirit continue to inspire us.

Advertise in The Umbrella!
Call the BCS office for information:
21 2537-6695
19

Classified ads
REAL ESTATE
IPANEMA RENTAL: PRIVATe MewS HoUSe,LoCATeD oNe BLoCK FRoM BeACH.
CHARMINGLy DeCoRATeD, LARGe MASTeR BeDRooM wITH qUeeN BeD,
DReSSING RM., LIVING/DINING RM., FULLy eqUIPPeD KITCHeN. LoNG oR SHoRT
STAy. exCeLLeNT VALUe. CALL: CANDIDA (55)(21)2247-7079
e-MAIL: CASA06IPANeMA@GMAIL.CoM

SERVICES

BUYING & SELLING
FOR SALE AIRCoNDITIoNeR SPRINGeR CARRIeR 7500BTU 220V USeD BUT
woRKING weLL, qUIeT AND eFFICIeNT. R$250,00 oNo. ALSo VeRTICAL BLINDS
210 x 360CM CHRIS 22744506 HIeATT@TeRRA.CoM.BR

JULY
07 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
08 WDA Jumble Sale 10:00am -12 noon
14 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
25-26 SAS Homecoming, Edinburgh
21 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
28 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm

Societies INFO
The British & Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030. Secretary: Gaynor
Smith. Office hours: Mon to Fri from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm - Tel: 2537-6695 - Fax: 2538-0564 - bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br www.bcsrio.org.br The American Society of Rio de Janeiro - Membership: membership@americansociety.org.br
President: president@americansociety.org.br www.americansociety.org.br International Club of Rio de Janeiro - General
Inquiries: inquiries@incrio.org.br - President: president@incrio.org.br www.incrio.org.br The British School - BOTAFOGO:
Rua Real Grandeza 87, 22281-030. Tel: 2539-2717, Fax: 2266-5040 URCA: Av. Pasteur 429, 22290-240, Tel: 2543-5519,
Fax: 2543-4719. BARRA: Rua Mário Autuori 100, 22793-270, Tel: 3329-2854 - http://www.britishschool.g12.br
Emails: edu@britishschool.g12.br and admissions@britishschool.g12.br The American School - Estrada da Gávea 132, Gávea,
Tel: 2512-9830 - www.earj.com.br - admission@earj.com.br Our Lady of Mercy School - Catholic American School in
Botafogo - Rua Visconde de Caravelas 48, Botafogo - Tel: 2266-8282 / 2266-8250 / 2266-8258 - www.olmrio.org
The St Andrew Society - Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, 22281-030 - President: Jimmy Frew - Tel: 2586-3413
jhf@gearbulk.com - www.standrewrio.com.br The Royal British Legion - www.britishlegion.org.uk - www.bcsrio.org.br/activities/rbl.asp
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Calendar

SEEKING POSITION oVeR 15 yeARS exPeRIeNCe IN exPoRT/IMPoRT DePARTMeNT, oFFICe ADMINISTRATIoN AND exeCUTIVe SeCReTARy. ABLe To woRK IN
FAST-PACeD eNVIRoNMeNT AND SeVeRAL ReSPoNSIBILITIeS SIMULTANeoUSLy.
KNowLeDGe IN FINANCIAL AND ACCoUNTING AReAS. MICRoSoFT oFFICe.
NATIVe eNGLISH. HeLeN LoFTHoUSe CeL: 21 9992-0399 / HoMe: 21 2619-3096
eMAIL: HLoFTHoUSe@oCeANICNeT.CoM.BR

JUNE
02 InC New Members Gathering 10:00am
02 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
04, 05, 07 New Players “Alarms & Excursions”
05 InC Visit to Itamaraty Palace 2:00pm - TBC
06 BCS Queen's Birthday Party 6:30-9:00pm
09 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
10-14 AmSoc Snorkeling Trip to Bonito, MS
16 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
18 InC Cafezinho 10:00am
22 TheUmbrella deadline
23 SAS Scottish Country Dancing 7:30pm
26 InC General Meeting 10:30am

