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FROM THE EDITOR

I AM WILLING TO STEP DOWN
JACK WOODALL
Those readers who were horrified by taking
literally what I said last month in this space,
can breathe again. Looking around at what is
happening to other dictators – sorry, beloved
fathers of their countries – I’ve decided to jump
the gun and step down as Chairman before
being forced to by popular demand. If you
want democracy, which means letting the
people make a mess all on their own without any well-meaning help such as stifling
dissent and watching out for your best interests using secret police, you can have it. I will
return all the BCS patrimony that I have illegally diverted to my own use, total one ballpoint pen, and am willing to go on trial for
stealing BCS property before the International
Criminal Court in The Hague, because that’s
one of my favourite cities and I could stay
with friends (although I bet Dutch prison cells
are quite comfortable and have TV and WiFi,
just like a 3-star Dutch hotel but free).
In The Hague stands the Mauritshuis with its
private lake, the beautiful residence of Johan
Maurits of Nassau, Governor of 17th century
New Holland – its capital was first Olinda and
later Recife, and it spread over Pernambuco
and 5 more of the present north-eastern states
of Brazil. The mansion has been turned into
a boutique museum. Inside, you can (or could
when I was last there) wander alone in small
rooms and get up close to masterpieces like

Vermeer’s The Girl with a Pearl Earring,
Rembrandt’s Anatomy Lesson and other
gems, without bullet-proof Perspex screens
and proximity alarms. The Van Gogh Museum
is just a short step away and I assume they’d
grant me bail if I gave up my passports and
wore a tracking anklet. BCS should just
about be able to afford R$1 million, and anyway I guarantee they would get it back after
a few months on my surrendering to the
court for trial. Now do you see why we have
to have some cash in hand for emergencies?
It’s actually a bit silly of me to abdicate
before I’ve even had a proper inauguration
ceremony, wearing my genuine pre-owned
dictator’s uniform and sash, placing my hat on
my own head just as Napoleon crowned himself, then throwing an Inaugural Banquet and
Masked Ball at the Copacabana Palace, with
free entry for all BCS members and heads of
state – like Berlusconi, who is secretly dying
for an invitation to visit Brazil. I would bus in the
BCS members from out of town, like Miguel
Pereira and Brejal. Then see if, after that, they
would take to the streets demanding my
overthrow! As the poet Juvenal satirized, “the
People… hopes for just two things: bread
and circuses.” It works every time. (Isn’t
Google great for sourcing quotations?)
Members are always asking when the BCS
will give them a free event, as if their mem-
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bership fee would cover that as well as paying for the Society’s administration and overhead. We could do it if we had all volunteer
office staff, like a few years ago, or if all 350
members with their families would pay $95
each to come to a second BCS event, which
is what the InC charged the 600 people who
bought tickets for their fabulous Taste of Rio
last month.
I’m sure the People’s Committee who take
over from me will follow up on my plans to
attract the younger set with children, for
example by having block parties in their own
homes or the Salões de Festa of their condominiums, like some Brits in Barra do
(since Botafogo is a bit of a drag for them
to get to). And follow the lead of the St.
Andrew Society by staging special events for
kids, like SAS’s forthcoming Kids Ceilidh
complete with bagpipes and all. The
AmSoc sAmerica’s Day is kid-friendly and
this year’s QBP had games for the children.
Let’s bring in the new generation. Good luck
to us all!

Disclaimer: The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for
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RWANDA GOING FOR WORLD CUP
The newest member of the Commonwealth, Rwanda, is
celebrating the first time it has qualified for an international sport
competition: the Under-17 Football Cup in Mexico in June.
Seventeen years after the end to genocide, the country is back on
the world stage with a positive story. On 15th May, the national
U-17 soccer team departed for London – their first leg in a series
– to play preparatory games in the build-up to the World Cup
finals.

However, the move by the national football governing body,
FERWAFA, to invest in youth football, especially through the
introduction of football academies from which the majority of the
current U-17 team was drawn, looks poised to establish Rwanda as
a truly footballing nation. The success of the U-17 Amavubi team,
yet again, proves that the country is not short of talent. All that is
needed is continued investment, preparation and commitment
from all stakeholders.
Tottenham Hotspur Academy played host in May to the Rwanda
team as part of their preparations for the World Cup. It gave many
of the young African players their first opportunity playing against
European opposition, as well as the chance to experience the topclass facilities on offer at a Premier League Academy. The team
then moved on to Germany for more practice. The players were
born in 1994, the year of the genocide, so it is incredible that 17
years on they can be playing in a World Cup. The World Cup
begins on 18th June and they have been drawn to face Canada,
Uruguay and England in the group stages.

Inauguration of one of Rwanda’s football fields with two U-17 players

H.E. Ernest Rwamucyo, the Rwandan High Commissioner, said:
“Qualifying for a World Cup for the first time means a lot to the
people of our country and represents a new generation of hope.
We have worked hard to dig ourselves out of a tragic history and
rebuild the country in all aspects; the economy, sports and culture,
living and working together, promoting peace and stability,
creating a new Rwanda.
“These young players are used to playing without facilities,
making their own equipment and kicking around in dust, so for
them to play at Tottenham Hotspur in state-of-the-art facilities is
inspiring and builds their confidence. Rwandans are very close
followers of English football and I know there are many fans of
Spurs. On behalf of Rwandans I would like to express our heartfelt
gratitude to Tottenham Hotspur for the support they have given us
as we prepare for the World Cup.”

Commonwealth

The Junior Amavubi Stars qualified for the World tournament
after edging out Africa's top foot-balling countries, including
Egypt, Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso, during the qualifying stages
earlier this year. This feat qualified the U-17 team as the first ever
Rwandan football side to play in a World Cup. The last time
Rwanda was represented at an elite football tournament was in
2004, when the Senior Amavubi Stars played in the African Cup of
Nations finals. Local football has since been struggling.

Richard Tardy, Head Coach of the team, said: “We have enjoyed
coming to London and playing against a team like Spurs. For us it
is important because we play against England in the first game at
the World Cup, so here we can discover more about English
football. “

KENYA MARATHON STAR’S TRAGIC DEATH
Sammy Wanjiru, a record-shattering Kenyan marathon runner and
reigning Olympic champion, died 15th May after he fell from a
balcony at his home in Nyahururu, a town about 115 miles north of
Nairobi. He was 24. The circumstances of his death remain murky,
complicated by reports that he had multiple wives. Some Kenyan
officials said the runner committed suicide, but the Associated
Press reported that a local policeman gave a different account.
Mr. Wanjiru’s wife Tereza Njeri reportedly found him in bed with
another woman. Following an argument, Tereza locked her
husband in the bedroom and ran away. “He then jumped from the
bedroom balcony,” police chief Jasper Ombati told the AP. “In our
estimation, we think he wanted to stop his wife from leaving the
compound.”
By many accounts, the prodigious runner’s dramatic death
prematurely ended what was blossoming into a historic career.
Mr. Wanjiru was raised on a farm by a single mother, ran barefoot
12 miles to school and back every day. He did not own a pair of
shoes until he was a teenager. He had earned millions of dollars as a
distance runner and consistently won big races; he was the youngest
runner to win four major marathons. Trim and muscular, he was
known to set blazing paces throughout a race and then finish off
his opponents with a devastating final burst of speed.

Sammy Wanjiru

In 2008, in his third marathon ever, he bested a 24-year-old
Olympic record by three minutes on his way to the gold medal.
When he crossed the finish line at 2:6:32, many racing historians
rated his as perhaps the finest marathon performance in history.
He was more than 2 minutes off the World record of 2:3:59, set the
same year by Ethiopian Haile Gebrselassie, but the conditions that
day in Beijing were brutal. Under a cloudless sky, Mr. Wanjiru
endured searing heat with temperatures peaking at 86 degrees to
lead the last half-mile on his own. During the 2009 Chicago
Marathon, he ran the fastest marathon ever on American soil
when he finished in 2 hours 5 minutes 41 seconds. He also won
the 2009 London Marathon in a personal best time of 2:5:10, and
the 2010 Chicago Marathon.
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Queen’s Birthday Party
This took place on 4th June, after this
edition of The Umbrella went to press.
Look for the full report and photos in
our next issue.

Brazil in the nineteenth
century: was it part of
Britain's informal Empire?

which this year celebrates its 200th
anniversary. Throughout the century,
Britain was the dominant commercial
partner, but not cultural - the French
occupied that role.

D Pedro II

On the evening of 3rd May about two
dozen members of the Society were
privileged to hear a masterly overview of
relations between Britain and Brazil in the
19th century. Professor Leslie Bethell is an
extremely distinguished Latin American
scholar, lately Director of the Centre for
Brazilian Studies at St Antony's College,
Oxford, Emeritus Professor of the
University of London, Grande Oficial da
Ordem Nacional do Cruzeiro do Sul, and
now (mostly) resident here in Rio with
his Brazilian partner.
Portugal is, of course, Britain's oldest
ally. During the Napoleonic Wars
Britain pressured the Portuguese court
to flee the invading French, and the
Royal Navy escorted it to exile in Brazil
(perhaps not least to ensure that there
were no attempts to backtrack). There
was a price for this assistance, in the
shape of opening Brazilian ports for the
first time to international (meaning,
initially at least, mainly British) trade
and commerce. Also the authorisation
for the opening of the British Cemetery,
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St ANDREW SOCIETY

It is often suggested by historians, of
both left and right, that Britain was
instrumental in the War of the Three
Nations, in which Brazil, Uruguay and
Argentina destroyed brave but foolish
Paraguay. Prof. Bethell's researches,
though, have satisfied him that this
thesis is entirely untrue.
The principal evidence for British
imperialistic interference in Brazilian
affairs was in our imposition of an end
to the slave trade, perceived at the time
to be against Brazilian interests. This is
undeniable, though Brazilian attempts
at enforcement were perfunctory, to say
the least ("só para ingles ver"), and the
number of slaves imported actually
increased after 1830.

Queen Victoria

home in Niteroi or, when they prefer it,
with medical care and carers in their
own homes. People under 70 years old
are supported from the Welfare budget
and those over that age from the NRH
Fund. We also donate to the free public
clinic Ambulatório Praia do Pinto and
the Boy’s Town daycare centre in
Araras,near Itaipava. We are building up
a special fund from the proceeds of the
Benefit Concerts and other donations to
support the operation of a building near
Friburgo, currently being renovated for
a home for children 3-6 years old who
were orphaned by the landslides there.

There were times when British
Ministers behaved in a thoroughly
imperialistic manner, e.g. in the Christie
Incident in the 1860s when, following a
dispute, the Royal Navy actually
blockaded the port of Rio for 6 days. But
Brazil then cut off diplomatic relations
with the UK, and this eventually ended
with a letter of apology from Queen
Victoria to Dom Pedro.
During questioning, Prof. Bethell
conceded that the creation of the buffer
state of Uruguay, in which Britain's role
was crucial, also smacked of imperialism. But, nevertheless, his answer was a
qualified 'no'.
A thoroughly enjoyable and stimulating
talk, for which we're grateful. Prof.
Bethell promises us another, on the artist
Charles Landseer, whose exhibition he
curated recently at the Instituto Moreira
Salles. We look forward to this.

Welfare, NRH Fund &
Charities
We support a small number of needy
British people, either in a Brazilian rest

2011 is another special year for the St.
Andrew Society. For the past 25 years,
Scotland´s Ambassadors of Culture, the
members of the Iain MacPhail Scottish
Country Dance Band, have guaranteed the
continued success of the annual Caledonian
Ball in the Copacabana Palace Hotel,
hosted by the St. Andrew Society for
Rio´s international community.
Seven years ago, after 98 years of
existence, it seemed that only a miracle
could save the St. Andrew Society from
fading into history just two years before
celebrating its 100th birthday. Having
lost such long-time supporters as British
Airways, Cultura Inglesa and General
Accident, due to changes in their
structures, the Society´s funds had
dwindled away to almost nothing. After
the Caledonian Ball of 2004, the society
seemed to be fading into history.
But in 2005, with the assistance of Pete
Campsie of Brasdril and Rob McInnes of
IRM Services, a fund-raising golf match
arranged between the Society and the
Macae Oilmen’s Golf Association (MOGA)
at Buzios Golf Club became the turning
point which has brought the Society back
on track. Not only did it guarantee the
2005 Caledonian Ball, it also allowed the
Society to commemorate its Centenary
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in 2006 and now this year´s incredible
25th annual visit of Iain MacPhail and
his Scottish Country Dance Band.

you intend to go to the Iain MacPhail
25th Anniversary Caledonian Ball,
now’s the time to brush up on the steps.

In recognition of the valued support
which MOGA has given to the Society
over the past six years, we have decided
to incorporate the Society´s prestigious
85-year-old Quaich golf trophy into the
SAS x MOGA annual golf match.
Members of MOGA will now be eligible
together with SAS members to compete
for the oldest active golf trophy in Brazil.
It is not necessary to be a Scottish
national to join the Society, become a
member of the SAS golf team to play
against MOGA and be eligible to
compete for the prestigious Quaich
Trophy, which incidentally can hold a
litre and a half of pure Scotch whisky!
It´s the custom of the winner of the
Quaich to pass it around and share a
dram with everyone present, which is a
much better idea than spraying
everyone with champagne.

AMERICAN SOCIETY

Almost 70 golfers are expected to tee off
at Teresópolis on the 2nd July for the
SAS x MOGA golf match, including the
Quaich. With a rollicking Scottish ceilidh
and buffet supper in the traditional
surroundings of the Teresópolis clubhouse the same evening, this event has
now become a major feature of the St
Andrew Society’s calendar and a
guarantee of a bright future.
The 2011 annual Iain MacPhail Band
tour will commence in Sao Paulo on 1st
October. The band will arrive at the
Copacabana Palace Hotel on 6th
October for a programme of events in
and around Rio, ending with the 25th
Anniversary Caledonian Ball at the
Copacabana Palace on 15th October.
The Society is grateful for the continued
support of the Copacabana Palace Hotel,
IRM Services, TSC Offshore, Rig
Solutions, York Research and MOGA -and this year we welcome support from
Reel Group in Aberdeen.
Don´t forget Tuesday nights at the
Paissandu Club with Audrey Hieatt and
Robin Brown. If you´re new in town and
reading this for the first time, our
Scottish Country Dancing classes are
well under way, so if you’re at a loose
end on a Tuesday evening from about
half past eight, you’ll find St. Andrew
Society members and their friends in
the Paissandu Club in Leblon. The
weather is cooler now, so you can learn
your hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys and
reels without breaking a sweat, or just
relax with a drink and a tasty meal from
the kitchen and enjoy the atmosphere. If

America’s Day 2011
It’s been an annual tradition, practically
every year since the American Society
Rio was founded in 1917, for the
American community to come together
and celebrate the good ol’ USofA. And
this year’s extravaganza, America’s Day,
will be held from noon to 4:00 pm on
Saturday, June 11th at the American
School (EARJ) in Gávea. This is, essentially, an early Fourth of July bash, just
held at a time when we know that most
of our community members will still be in
town and able to join us. As you’d imagine,
there’ll be typical American food and
drink, family fun and games, softball for
young kids and softball for adult kids,
musical entertainment featuring the
ArizonA band, and of course a RAFFLE
with the best prizes around, anywhere.
Please pay in advance when prices for
adults (ages 13 and up) are R$30 for paidup, 2011 members and R$50 for nonmembers. Kids 6-12 are R$20 and children
5 and under are free! Reservations can
be made at <events.amsoc@gmail.com>,
which you will definitely want to do as
ALL adult tickets sold at the door will be
R$10 more than our discounted,
advance-purchase prices.
As promised last week, here’s a small
taste of the many raffle prizes that will be
available our lucky winners: A weekend
at the Pousada Cachoeira de Deus in
Penedo, including lunch or dinner at the
nearby Finnish restaurant, Koskenkorva.
We also have a romantic, Friday or
Saturday night stay at the JW Marriott
Hotel in Copacabana with breakfast
included the following morning. There
will be lots more and we’ll keep you
posted. The biggest prize of all, of
course, will be from our Platinum
Sponsor American Airlines – a roundtrip ticket to the 48 contiguous states!
Actually, this is the TWO biggest prizes
because we’re raffling off not one, but
two, separate American Airlines tickets.
The more raffle tickets you buy, the

more of a bargain it is (not to mention
the fact that you’ll also be bettering your
chances to win)! And this ain’t no cheap
advertising gimmick when we say that
you’ll be hard pressed to find better
odds. Prices are 1 ticket for R$10, 6 for
R$50, 10 for R$80 and a baker’s dozen
(13) for R$100. All members of our
Board of Governors have them available
for sale. You’ll also be able to purchase
them at all of our events between now
and America’s Day. As always, you don’t
have to be present to win – but isn’t it more
fun, really, to hear your name called out
and discover you’re the winner of Grand
Prize? Sure it is. So, be sure to join us for
this fabulous afternoon event.
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And when you come to America’s Day,
please help us to support the EARJ’s
SOS Rocinha project by bringing along
a non-perishable food item (a kilo of dry
beans, rice, canned goods, etc.).

Butterflies are free
At least we hope the butterflies will be
on view when American Society Rio’s
Museum Visits Series pays a repeat visit
to yet another interesting place atop one
of Rio’s hundred hills – the always
popular Fiocruz, in Manguinhos. It’s
coming up Friday, 17th June.

Happy Hour with InC
Yes, happy hours are back! American
Society Rio Governor Mateen Thobani
has made arrangements for our next one
to take place on Saturday, 18th June,
starting at 6:00 pm, at the El Pallomar,
a delightful Mexican restaurant in the
Barra Point Shopping Center, Av.
Armando Lombardi 350, with a deck
overlooking the lagoon. This will be our
first happy hour get-together hosted in
partnership with the InC-Rio. More
details to come in your Community
Notebook.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale:
The WDA Jumble Sale is due to take
place on Wednesday 6th July from 10
a.m. until noon. The event will be held,
as usual, in the Jubilee Hall, Christ
Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo.
We are in need of clothes for men,
women and children - shoes household
equipment
including
ornaments - kitchen utensils - toys jigsaw puzzles etc. Please check that any
electrical appliances you give are in
working order.
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Donations can be made during the week
to Karen, secretary, Christ Church,
telephone 2226-7332 or to the BCS
secretary, Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695,
any time between 8.30am. & 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm. &
3.30 pm. when the school finishes, cars
are not allowed into the grounds. We
wish to thank those of you who have
already sent along donations in response
to our appeal. The ladies of the WDA
are very busy separating the different
items; pricing them and setting aside
those articles considered suitable for
sale on our White Elephant Stall at the
end of the year.
We would just like to add that the
Jumble Sale is an annual challenge and
its success depends entirely on the
amount of donations we receive. It is an
event that is very rewarding in that
everyone has something to gain from it.
The customer is able to buy at very low
prices; all the proceeds go to different
charities at the end of the year, bringing
a little comfort to so many in need -and the WDA team has the satisfaction
of knowing it has done a good job!
If you have separated any items you
intend to send along to the WDA for
this year's event, there is still time to do
so. Many thanks for your support.

InC - INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Taste of Rio
We did it, and beautifully!

Board if you have any ideas, suggestions,
thoughts or even criticism. The Board
works hard to make the club valuable to
its members, and your input only
increases its value!

THE BRITISH SCHOOL (TBS)
See news about TBS Alumni on p.19

Now is the time to say thank you to
many, many people.
Let me start with the team that really
made Taste of Rio possible: Anna Whyte
and Ana Khouri, co-chairs of the event,
and Helene Buob, who did everything in
her power - and more - to assure that Taste
of Rio was as wonderful and successful
as it was. These three worked tirelessly;
their dedication and commitment to the
event was simply amazing.
Special thanks also go to Louise Green
who worked long and hard on event
logistics, Gerda van Diemen, our blogspot
creator and editor, Marinda Gerber, our
public relations guru, Angela Bardelli
who decorated the club so beautifully,
and last but not least Kathleen Morris,
record-keeper extraordinaire, who kept
it all together with her diligent (and
beautiful!) spreadsheet updates.
And of course there were so many
others who contributed their time and
effort and skills and talent and fingernails... every person who volunteered
made a difference and it could not have
been done without them. Please take
time to read the special note from the
co-chairs of the committee that is
published elsewhere in the Echo.
Finally we must thank our sponsors, the
restaurants, beverage suppliers and donors
of raffle prizes. We were fortunate
indeed to be able to feature 21 restaurants, 5 major beverage suppliers, and
more than 100 raffle prizes from 64
different and incredibly generous
companies and individuals.

Taste of Rio was held on 20th May and it
was a resounding success! We had food
from wonderful restaurants, fine
beverages, fabulous raffle prizes and a
party to be remembered for a long time
to come! And, most important of all, we
were able to raise a significant amount
of money for our charities.
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Turning to other activities, June brings
the second in the club's Speaker Series.
The 16th June session will feature a
discussion of insurance, driving laws,
vehicle inspection and other issues
regarding car ownership and driving in
Brazil. More information on the
location will be available shortly - watch
your InConnection for details!
And, as always: please feel free to get in
touch with anyone on the InC Executive

Welsh Rule OK?
Did you know that all these famous
people were Welsh?
• Julia Gillard, Australian Prime
Minister
• Suzanne Mubarak, wife of deposed
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.
She was allegedly responsible for
advising her husband on political
matters – bad decision.
• Five of the original signatories of the
American Declaration of Independence
• King Henry Tudor VII
• Oliver Cromwell
• George W. Bush – on his mother
Barbara’s side
• Sir Henry (Captain) Morgan,
freebooter, governor of Jamaica
• Bertrand Russell
• Henry Stanley – famous for saying
“Dr Livingstone, I presume?”
• Charles Rolls of Rolls-Royce
• Catherine Zeta-Jones
• Alfred Russel Wallace, naturalist &
explorer on the Amazon and in
Malaysia, co-founder with Darwin of
the theory of evolution.
***Also, there was once a Welsh
Society in Rio, which recited Dylan
Thomas and other Welsh poets in a
neighbourhood pub… Anybody
interested in reviving it, contact
<bcsrio@bcs rio.org.br>.
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CHRIST CHURCH

Up in the Air (2) like Ezekiel’s Wheels
(Ezekiel 1:15-21)
The next time Pato came, I was flying out with
him. I verified we had a battery and that the
brakes were applied before take-off.
Yes, everything was fine, as we chatted cheerfully above the sea of deep green that makes
up most of the Chaco. Suddenly he questioned, “Where are we?” I smiled and replied,
“On the way to Concepcion, aren’t we?” He
threw over a bunch of plasticized maps and
said, “Well, have a look at these and see if you
can locate something you recognize.” The
truth dawned bleakly. We were lost. The pilot
didn’t know where we were and I didn’t know
where we were! For what seemed an eternity,
we cruised around looking for any familiar
landmarks. Then Pato decided to land on
what looked like a piece of green grass, only
you never know for certain in the Chaco.
Grassy strips of land sometimes turn out to be
swamps and swamps have alligators. However,
we landed safely and were met by a reception
party of a group of Wichi Indians. They stood
in awe of the “gueraguassu” – the big bird –
that had landed unexpectedly on their territory. They proceeded to try and remove small
pieces like aerials and landing gear. After
some quick greetings, we casually asked the
name of their settlement. There it was on the
map and our journey was soon completed
successfully.

STUART BROUGHTON

trip and do some translation work for him in
Concepcion. Departure day arrived along
with the aircraft, but as the day progressed,
Pato appeared oblivious of the impending
nightfall. He was drinking “tereré” – green-leaf
tea – with the chief cow-boy, undoubtedly
recounting horror stories of the perils of flying
in the Chaco. As the sun commenced its
descent in the western sky, I walked over to
Pato to warn him of the approach of dusk. We
were soon on our way. I never remember him
ever doing a pre-flight check. If the aircraft
were intact, it was ready to fly. As we flew on,
it became obvious that it would be completely
dark by the time we reached our destination.
The pilot radioed the control tower and was
told that the airport was already closed for the
night and that we should make for Asunción

where they had adequate night landing facilities. “Sorry”, replied Pato, “we don’t have
enough fuel on board for that. We must land
on your runway.” Once again, the truth
dawned. We were in trouble. No landing
lights. No fuel. “Just hold on a while”, replied
air traffic control, “and we’ll do our best!”
We flew around in the gloom, in ever diminishing circles, when there below us we saw
what looked like a line of glowworms. The
pilot seemed content with their appearance
and we were soon drifting down to earth. As
we stepped out of the plane, I thought I
noticed that Harry appeared somewhat
paler than usual. “Oh boys,” he said, “do you
know what the runway lights are made of?”
“No, what?” “They are candles in jam jars!”
That reminds me of another favourite
Scripture passage, this time from the Psalms.
I use it as a prayer before take-off, “If I go up
to the heavens, you are there; if I make my
bed in the depths, you are there also.” Psalm
139.8.

My last flight with Pato was when Uncle Harry
came over on a visit. Canon Harry Sutton was
General Secretary of the South American
Mission Society during the days of Anglican
missionary expansion in the 1960s & 70s.
Harry was a seasoned air traveler, but on this
occasion it was his first flight with Pato. Harry
arrived safely in the Chaco, along with sacks of
beans, rice and fresh vegetables. It was agreed
that I should accompany him on the return
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AroundRio

Paul McCartney brought Rio de Janeiro to a standstill in May
with two staggering concerts, playing to 90,000 delighted fans
who had travelled from across Brazil for the long-awaited
shows. Paul’s visit made front-page news all week and hundreds
of fans were permanently camped outside his hotel where
Brazilian news crews were also stationed, all waiting for a
glimpse of music’s leading man.
The concerts on Sunday and Monday night were Paul’s first in
21 years in the city and the audience was not disappointed. A
deafening roar went up each night when Paul took the stage at
the massive Estádio Olimpico and proceeded to play nearly
three hours of the world’s best-loved and known music. Fans
clapped, cheered, screamed, cried, laughed and sang along as
their idol played an incredible set list that spanned his entire
career, including highlights from The Beatles, Wings and of
course, his unrivalled solo material. The Brazilian night sky was
set alight in a dramatic fashion as the impressive pyrotechnics
launched in the middle of the crowd favourite, ‘Live And Let
Die’, providing a spectacle for even those not lucky enough to
be inside the stadium for the whole show. Perhaps the biggest
cheer of the night was reserved for Paul greeting the audience
in their native language, which thrilled fans who couldn’t
believe their ears.

Paul Mccartney said "Being in Rio was fantastic from the minute
we landed. The crowds around the hotel went bananas! They were
just crazy and then it built and built until we did the shows. I love
Brazil. I love the fact that they love music, it is a very musical
nation. I love music, they love music, so it's a natural connection.
The fans were of all ages at the shows. There was a huge young
fanbase, which I love, and then there was their parents and even
their grandparents, so it is a great spread. The enthusiasm for my
music was just mind blowing. So all of us in the band had a fantastic time and we thank the fans for making it all so exciting.
“Whilst doing 'Hey Jude', when I handed over to the audience to
sing the 'na na na na's' suddenly they produced these NA signs. It
was such a visual thing. It was very emotional because the fans
had gone to all that trouble. They could have just come to the
show and watched it but they all communicated beforehand to
make the special moment happen. They connected with each
other, then connected with us and the entire crew. Everyone felt
connected. It was very exciting and emotional to see that people
care so much."
On Sunday night the concert was the first ever show to be broadcast live across South America on the internet, with over 1.5 million fans tuning in.
Hieatt, Altair Assis, Jeremy Lovelace,
Olivier Wambersie, Amy Loureiro, Gaynor
Smith and Jon Harris. Cristian Nacht continued as treasurer and presented a very
informative report on Christ Church
finances. Canon Stuart Broughton,
Chaplain of Christ Church, celebrated his
75th birthday with a lunch at the Vicarage
on 17th May.

John & Sylce Hobbs Golden Wedding:
John & Sylce celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 26th March. A
church service was held at the Capela
Terra Santa in Valparaiso, Petrópolis. After
the service a cocktail & lunch were served
at the Petrópolis Golf Club for 80 close
friends & family. Due to an extremely
unfortunate chain of circumstances, the
photos of their Golden Wedding were
omitted from previous editions of The
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Umbrella. We do humbly apologise and
have pleasure in publishing two of them
here.
Christ Church AGM was held on Sunday
1st May; 43 people signed the book as
members of the Electoral Roll. Michael
Royster was elected Peoples’ Warden,
Carole Lees Chaplain’s Warden and the
Parochial Church Council for the year was
also elected: Moira McLauchlan, Chris

Ambulatório da Praia do Pinto: The APP
wishes to thank all those kind friends who
over the years have helped and supported
the APP, and wish to advise that they have
for sale: hand-painted greeting & puzzle
cards, embroidered guest towels, prettily
made up shower caps, cookbooks in
English & Portuguese, door stoppers,
Bridge/Biriba scorers, hand knitted baby
jackets and layettes. We are at present, in
order to raise funds, running our raffle of
meals for two at top restaurants.
Continues on page 9
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Tickets R$50, the drawing will be on 29th
June. Please contact Maria at the APP, Rua
Jardim Botânico 187, any day of the week,
Tel: 2527-7715.

Australia’s Lindsey Wright

LPGA/HSBC Brasil Cup: the first day of
the only leg of the Ladies Professional Golf
Association 2011 Tour to be held in South
America, Friday, was rained off, but the
last two days had dry weather. Many Brits
were hoping for a winner from the UK, or
at least for Catriona Matthew of Scotland
to repeat her 2009 triumph, not being
heavily pregnant this time round. But the
tournament was won by LPGA 100th
ranked 21-year-old Colombian Maria José
(MaryJo) Uribe with 9 under par for the
36 holes of stroke play, a first for a South
American in the LPGA. The $108,000
prize doubled her career winnings. The

A Christian organization called Joni
and Friends has been sending wheelchairs to needy people around the world
for a number of years and since 2006 has
fitted 800 needy people in Wheelchairs in
Niterói. People have also travelled from
Minas Gerais and Espírito Santo because
a customized wheelchair for their child
costs much more than they can afford.

Gaynor Smith has been involved with this
project as a volunteer (taking holiday time
off work) for 6 years and organizes the in
country logistics for the arrival of the
wheelchairs by container and the practicalities of translators and transportation
for the American team of therapists and
wheelchair mechanics who work to customize the wheelchairs. Joni and Friends
collects used wheelchairs in the USA and
sends them to 18 workshops in American
correctional facilities where they are completely refurbished and wrapped and
placed in containers ready for shipping 200 per container. When candidates
arrive to receive their wheelchair they are
examined by American and Brazilian
therapists working together who then
choose a chair for that person according to
their need. After cushions have been made
with foam, wood and vinyl and footrests
adjusted, etc. the person is then given the
opportunity to receive a Bible which is a
free gift. Kathryn Broughton also came to
help with the counselling. Many people
are so overwhelmed with the fact that
they are receiving a wheelchair that is
specifically for them even though the
adjustments might take 3 or 4 hours to be
completed. This is an opportunity to
put the Bible into practice and do what it
tells us about reaching out to the needy. If
you would like to know more please contact Gaynor at gaynorrs@uol.com.br

AroundRio (cont.)

Commonwealth was upheld by Britishborn 71st ranked Australian Lindsey
Wright in 2nd place with 8 under, 3rd place
being taken by Sweden’s 6th ranked Maria
Hjorth with 7 under par. Scotland’s 25th
ranked Catriona came in 6th equal with 5
under, and the only other Brit in the lineup, 29th ranked Karen Stupples came 9th
with 3 under par. Also among the 30 participants were Australian Sarah Jane
Smith and Alena Sharp from Canada.
Well done, British & Commonwealth
ladies!

In Memoriam

Consuelo (“Lolly”) Elizabeth Clark
1932-2011
Consuelo, or Lolly as she was affectionately known to family and friends, daughter to Horace and Louise (née Montandon) Griffiths,
was born in São Paulo and schooled in Argentina and Brazil, accompanying the family as her father, head of Anglo Frigorífico, was
transferred, finishing her education at Brilliamont, Switzerland. An accomplished professional ballerina in São Paulo in her younger
days, she was for a number of years part of the IV Centenário ballet school which frequently performed at the Teatro Municipal.
She was married to Stan Clark in 1955 who was then with Rio Light and Power and would retire from a successful career as a senior
global VP of The Coca-Cola Company. Rio de Janeiro was the family’s permanent home in Brazil until they moved to Blairgowrie,
Scotland in 1986.
Consuelo's thirty happy years in Rio were spent in Leme and later Lagoa and Ipanema and would be remembered by many years of
services to an ambulatório for the underprivileged in the Carioca favelas. She was a gracious hostess and the parties she organized for
Stan’s corporate guests and leaders from throughout the world were a wonderful opportunity to use the five languages in which she
was fluent. She also enjoyed her time on the fairways and spent many weekends on the golf course at Itanhangá.
Her three children were born, raised and educated in Rio, before embarking to boarding school abroad, a difficult decision for any
parent. Her extended family of brothers and sisters with many nephews and nieces were also always supportive and much loved.
The move to Scotland was initially met with apprehension though Lolly quickly found her feet and a new circle of close friends as a
guide at Glamis Castle, the Queen Mother’s birthplace. Her language skills were much appreciated and the many glowing letters of
appreciation were witness to her wonderful ability to bring history to life. Her very recent retirement from Glamis Castle was crowned
by an invitation to attend a personal audience with the HM The Queen at Holyrood Palace.
Consuelo passed away peacefully in Perth, Scotland on 30 April 2011 and will be dearly missed by her children Ivan, Alexandra and
Roddy, grand children Damian, Sarah, Daniel, Nikolai and Rebecca and great grandson Stanley, friends and family.
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ELECTRIC CARS, WIND POWER, NOT THE ANSWER
COLIN REED
Energy is very important to all of us. I wish I had more of it myself.
The energy debate rages in the media. We should take an interest,
unless, that is, you have a large supply of candles, make your own
home brew, and grow water cress on your window sill.

Science

The problem is the quality of the information. Far be it for me to
suggest that most of the time the mainstream media is blowing
smoke from you know where, to advance the one thing dear to their
hearts: generating fears and sales – not necessarily in that order.
With the recent tragedy in Japan, the nuclear debate rages once
more, of which more later.
The largest energy consuming country is our good friend America.
How do they enjoy cheap fuel prices compared to, say, the UK? It’s
because no US politician would dare tarnish this holy grail. Political
meddlers in the price of ‘gas’ in the USA, are soon voted out of office.
The UK suffers from very high fuel prices. Egged on by the fraudulent green debate, the last government, the ultimate oxymoron,
saw their chance to tax the living breath out of the British population. That the British do not follow the American example is a
continued source of frustration.
The move into electrical, i.e. battery, powered vehicles is another
fad foisted upon us by the green lobby. I’m amazed they find the
time to take their heads out of the sand. An electrically powered
vehicle, recharged from fossil fuel generated electricity, complete
with transmission line losses to bring it to your door step, hardly
meets the point. And the vast consumption of ‘rare earth’ minerals for the batteries to meet this latest fad is just plain crazy. What
is it about the word ‘rare’ that people do not understand?
The energy debate also rages on about the use of crude oil and its
many products. The use of crude oil is doomed – really? I wonder where I will get my plastic straw to partake of my evening
caipirinha.
This part of the energy debate is usually slanted at the motoring
industry, despite the fact that crude oil is a fundamental building
block of modern life.
Here in Brazil, GNV is a fact of life. The system works well, thousands of taxi drivers can’t be wrong. In America, as in other
advanced countries, large amounts of (shale) gas are available for
use in vehicles. So get with the programme, guys.
To finish on the subject of fossil fuels, I leave one thought.
Mention crude oil production, and the media trots out a picture
of a ‘Jack Pump’ or nodding donkey, because one can see movement. The fact that a nodding donkey resembles the motion of
people heads as they suck in the nonsense poured out by the
biased media is another thing to think about.
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The debate on green energy generally drifts towards windmills.
Again we see something going round and round, and round, etc.,
giving the impression something useful results. Like a jack pump,
which does little but strip the last dregs of an aging oil well, the
huge wind generator next to the M-4 at Reading has been known
to go round, and round, and round, etc. about once a week from
my observation.

There was an excellent cartoon in, I think, the New York Times,
showing a condemned man in an electric chair. Outside the window stood a stationary wind generator, and smoke rising vertically from a chimney. The prison governor is telling the unfortunate
victim that today is his ‘lucky day’. This sums up the whole debate
about wind generated energy.
And so to nuclear energy, which is used to provide ‘confirmed
power’. Confirmed power is what you hope your hospital has
when your surgeon is busy rearranging or repairing your vital
organs, for example your heart. The green debate has indeed stifled progress in the development of nuclear energy, despite its
impeccable green credentials, i.e. no carbon dioxide emissions.
Yes, I know the other issues.
The motor car, ever busy cleaning out the gene pool and taking
undeserving victims with it, is in an advanced state of development.
Think of a Model “T” Ford in the one hand, and a Bugatti “Veyron”
in the other, with technology so advanced you wouldn’t believe.
Both are dangerous. Much of the nuclear power industry has, over
the last forty years, barely left the Model “T” stage by comparison.
The lack of new builds has forced the industry to keep aging plant
going well beyond its shelf life. Japan is a classic example.
A recent study in the USA stated all forms of power generation
should expand. Not one sector can be turned off to be replaced by
another. The UK is, we are told, staring at a large gap in future
generation capacity, with a government unsure as to what to do
about it. No need to hold your breath on this one.
My premise is that somewhere is a nuclear power station design
fit for the future. The Advanced Gas Reactors (AGR) work well
on base load, and sodium cooled fast reactors are inherently efficient, very safe but expensive. The PFR [Prototype Fast Reactor]
at DERE [Dounreay Experimental Reactor Establishment],
Scotland, worked very well. Its only fatal accident was in the
Steam Hall. That the nuclear part of the PFR could be located in
Brighton, and the steam hall, where the generators are, could be
located in South London, was completely lost in the uninformed
debate that ensued.
The Molten Salt Reactor (MSR) seems to be the way to go. It ticks
many boxes that one would like to see in a nuclear power station
design. Developed in the USA back in the 60’s it did not find
favour, as it did not produce plutonium for nuclear weapons. I
think this explains the way mankind works.
[The author left the Royal Navy in 1970 and joined DERE, first in fuel
reprocessing and then in the experimental development section on
sodium superheated steam heat exchangers until 1974. He is currently
resting after a hectic 35 year stint in the upstream oil & gas industry.]
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NUDGE: IMPROVING
DECISIONS ABOUT HEALTH,
WEALTH, AND HAPPINESS
Thaler and Sunstein - 293 pp

"In this utterly brilliant book, Thaler and
Sunstein teach us how to steer people
toward better health, sounder
investments, and cleaner environments
without depriving them of their
inalienable right to make a mess of
things if they want to. The inventor of
behavioral economics and one of the
nation's best legal minds have produced
the manifesto for a revolution in
practice and policy. Nudge won't nudge
you - it will knock you off your feet."
"This book is terrific. It will change the
way you think, not only about the world
around you and some of its bigger
problems, but also about yourself."

that will delight the lay
reader — Morris uses his
own ingenious index of
social development as the
basis for his answer.

OTHER PEOPLE’S
MONEY: A NOVEL
Justin Cartwright
Fiction - 272 pp.

-

Ian Morris – 768 pp

In a world still uneasy
after the financial turmoil of 2008, Justin
Cartwright puts a human face on the
dishonesties and misdeeds of the
bankers who imperiled us. Tubal and
Co. is a small privately owned bank in
England. As the company's longtime
leader, Sir Harry Tubal, slips into
senility, his son Julian takes over the
reins - and not all is well. The company's
hedge fund now owns innumerable
toxic assets, and Julian fears what will
happen when their real value is
discovered.

Morris’ new book illustrates perfectly
why one really scholarly book about the
past is worth a hundred fanciful works
of futurology. Morris is the world’s most
talented ancient historian, a man as
much at home with state-of-the-art
archaeology as with the classics as they
used to be studied . . . He has brilliantly
pulled off what few modern academics
would dare to attempt: a single-volume
history of the world that offers a bold
and original answer to the question,
Why did the societies that make up 'the
West' pull ahead of 'the Rest' not once
but twice, and most spectacularly in the
modern era after around 1500? Wearing
his impressive erudition lightly —
indeed, writing with a wit and clarity

Artair Macleod, an actor manager
whose ex-wife, Fleur, was all but stolen
by Sir Harry, discovers that his
company's monthly grant has not been
paid by Tubal. Getting no answers
from Julian, he goes to the local press,
and an eager young reporter begins
asking questions. Bit by bit, the
reporter discovers that the grant
money is in fact a payoff from Fleur,
written off by the bank as a charitable
donation, and a scandal breaks.
Julian's temperament and judgment
prove a bad fit for the economic forces
of the era, and the family business
plunges into chaos as he tries to hide
the losses and massage the balance
sheet.

WHY THE WEST RULES - FOR
NOW

A story both cautionary
and uncomfortably familiar, Other People's Money
is not a polemic but a tale
of morality and hubris, with
the Tubal family ultimately left searching only for
closure. Bold, humane,
urbane, full of rich
characters, and effortlessly
convincing, this is a
novel that reminds us
who we are and how we
got ourselves here.

Books

“How often do you read a book that is
both important and amusing, both
practical and deep? This gem of a book
presents the best idea that has come out
of behavioral economics. It is a mustread for anyone who wants to see both
our minds and our society working
better. It will improve your decisions
and it will make the world a better
place." - Daniel Kahneman, Princeton
University,
Nobel
Laureate
in
Economics (Daniel Kahneman).

THE DEVIL'S GARDEN
Edward Docx - 240 pp.
Following the Man Booker longlisted
Self Help, Edward Docx's electrifying
new novel takes us to the heart of the
Amazon. Dr Forle is a scientist working
deep in the South American jungle on
the last inhabited river station before the
impassable interior. Every day, his
research takes him into the strange and
disturbing places that the Indians call
Devils' Gardens. What creature is
responsible for these evil-looking
glades? He and his colleagues are
determined to prove that they know.
One afternoon, their supply boat
docks at the jetty carrying a ruthless
Colonel and a sinister Judge, and later
that night Forle witnesses something
that will change his life. Unable to
ignore what he has seen and yet
unwilling to abandon his work, he is
drawn deeper and deeper into a world
of mystery and violence involving
remote Indian tribes, illegal trades,
renegade soldiers and the woman he
has come to love. In the end, he must
take sides. But which one? And what
kind of a man is he?

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA! CALL THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6695
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ZOMBIE ANTS
JACK WOODALL
Brazilian scientists have been in the news with their discovery of
4 new species of fungi that turn ants into zombies – “walking
dead” – in the Atlantic forest of Minas Gerais.

Deadly bugs

This horrifying type of fungus was first reported in Thailand a
couple of years ago. If you can believe it, this is what it does there.
It infects several species of ant, but in one particular species, the
fungus makes the ant walk to its doom to a micro-environment
peculiarly suited to the fungus’ needs. The ant seeks out the
underside of a leaf on the north side of a plant not more than 10
inches above the ground, where the temperature will always be
between 20 and 30 degrees and the humidity between 94 and
95%. There the ant clamps its jaws on a leaf vein and dies. Then
the fungus goes to work to thicken the ant’s shell to provide better protection, takes over the whole inside of the poor creature,
and in a few days sprouts a stalk out of the back of the ant’s neck.
The stalk develops a spherical fruiting body which fills with
spores. When ripe, the sphere bursts, spraying spores over a 10square-foot area to land on any ants that happen to be passing
beneath at the time – and the cycle begins again.
Nature actually has other cases of zombie creatures doing the
dirty work for their clever parasite hosts — a phenomenon known
as adaptive parasite manipulation. In Central America, ants that
eat bird droppings can end up swallowing a tiny parasitic worm
that lays eggs in the ants’ bellies, turns them bright red and
rounds them out (you might think, serves them right for having
such a disgusting dietary preference). The colour and shape
change leaves the ants looking just like a succulent berry that
birds scoff up, unwittingly infecting themselves.
Wasps are known for stinging insect prey with a poison that
leaves the creature paralysed, then laying an egg in it and stuffing
it into a cell in its nest, to provide a nice, fresh meal for the baby
wasp larva when it hatches. The emerald cockroach wasp is too
lazy to lift its prey and fly it to the nest. Instead, it attacks cockroaches with venom that blocks a nerve transmitter that controls
its movements. The wasp then leads the zombie roach into its
nest.
If you believe in evolution – which is perfectly possible to do
without denying the existence of God – the mind boggles at how
such behaviours ever came to pass. But Darwin’s theory of natural selection explains how such things can have occurred in a
series of small steps over millennia. In the first example, an
ancestral fungus infects a random mixture of ant species. Those
ants that end up dying in the micro-environment most favourable
to the fungus will produce by far the most spores, beating out
strains that are not as good at directing their zombie ants. Tiny
mutations in the fungal genes will produce some strains that are
ever more accurate in “steering” their ants to the best spots for the
fungus. Some ant species will be more susceptible to the fungus
than others, so those will automatically be selected, until the most
susceptible is found. In them, the fungus will produce more
spores than others in their turn, and so on, until the strain we see
today wins – one strain of fungus for one ant species.

We know that bees can tell direction from the sun, but not the
points of the compass. Can these ants work out where north is?
How do the Brazilian ants choose south-facing leaves? Maybe the
ants are not steering by the magnetic pole, but just have a keen
sense of temperature and humidity.
Now here’s something for worry warts to stay awake thinking
about. You might imagine that insects are so different from mammals that a fungus that can zombify ants would not be able to
affect a human. But humans are much closer to insects than they
appear to be at first sight. They may have six limbs instead of
four, can’t stand upright, and wear their skeletons on the outside,
but the malaria parasite that grows in the malaria mosquito does
equally well in people, as do dengue virus and filarial worms. So
if research manages to isolate the chemical that zombifies ants,
couldn’t it be used as a chemical weapon, like a nerve gas? Would
it cause soldiers to go and lie down under a bush and have giant
mushrooms sprout out of their necks? Stranger things have been
known to happen. In the United States there is a plant called jimson weed, named from the town of Jamestown, Virginia, where
British soldiers became accidentally drugged with it while
attempting to suppress a rebellion. They spent 11 days generally
appearing to have gone insane:
“The James-Town Weed (which resembles the Thorny Apple of
Peru, and I take to be the plant so call'd) is supposed to be one of
the greatest coolers in the world. This being an early plant, was
gather'd very young for a boil'd salad, by some of the soldiers sent
thither to quell the rebellion of Bacon (1676); and some of them ate
plentifully of it, the effect of which was a very pleasant comedy, for
they turned natural fools upon it for several days: one would blow
up a feather in the air; another would dart straws at it with much
fury; and another, stark naked, was sitting up in a corner like a
monkey, grinning and making mows [grimaces] at them; a fourth
would fondly kiss and paw his companions, and sneer in their faces
with a countenance more antic than any in a Dutch droll.
“In this frantic condition they were confined, lest they should, in
their folly, destroy themselves — though it was observed that all
their actions were full of innocence and good nature. Indeed, they
were not very cleanly; for they would have wallowed in their own
excrements, if they had not been prevented. A thousand such simple tricks they played, and after eleven days returned themselves
again, not remembering anything that had passed.”
[From The History and Present State of Virginia, 1705].

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA!
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6605
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WAY SOUTH OF THE BORDER
STUART BROUGHTON

Grytviken whaling station, church in background

While searching for a large southern continent, Captain James
Cook made the first landing in 1775 and the island became a
centre for sealing until the end of the 19th century, by which
time seals had almost disappeared. During the 20th century
whaling became the major industry and at Grytviken and Leith
Harbour there were six factories. As modern factory ships took
over the processing of whales, the land factories no longer had
any useful purpose and by 1965, apart from the town of
Grytviken, all that remained were heaps of scrap metal and
rotting whaling ships.
On the 19th March 1982, an Argentine scrap-metal merchant
with the unlikely name of Constantino Sergio Davidoff came
ashore at Leith. He maintains to this day that he with his 39
workmen were there to dismantle the whaling station. At first
sight it would seem plausible, except that he and his men
hoisted the Argentine flag. Such a provocative act brought
protests from the British inhabitants and the flag soon came
down. Davidoff also refused to comply with an order from the
commander of the British Antarctic Survey team that he
request proper authorization for his scrap-metal enterprise. It
became a scrap over scrap-metal.
As the problem was not resolved, on orders from London,
HMS Endurance promptly left Port Stanley for Grytviken, with
2 dozen marines on board. The rest is history. On 3rd April the
Argentines arrived with a far superior force of two ships and at
least four helicopters. Although the platoon of marines put up
fierce resistance, downed two helicopters and engaged an
Argentine corvette that was forced to withdraw, the small
British force was finally surrounded and forced to surrender.
On the first day after our arrival at Grytviken in midDecember 1998, I visited the British residents, all 49 of them,
and also the 100 marines in their barracks across the bay. I was
thrilled to discover that the young captain in charge of the
marines was a Christian and he was equally pleased that a
Christian minister was visiting the island to take the Christmas
services. The next evening in the white wooden church, freshly
painted for the occasion, we held the traditional service of
Carols and Nine Lessons – the young captain read one of the
lessons. The ship’s first officer, although very nervous, read
another. It was a great time of proclaiming the Gospel in word
and song in the most southerly church in the world, a church
packed with residents, soldiers and naval personnel. What an
amazing privilege. Surely this must have been “to the ends of
the earth”?
Although it was mid-summer, it was obvious that the weather
was changing for the worse. The ship’s captain advised me to

First Person

In 1982, the battle for the Falkland Islands really began on
South Georgia. Eight hundred nautical miles separate the
island from Port Stanley. Years later, as chaplain to the Falkland
Islands Defence Force, I was allowed to travel there in the RFA
Grey Rover, a small fleet tanker of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, a
trip that took five days. Although not much further south than
the Falkland Islands, the environment at South Georgia is
much tougher. There are several high mountain ranges that
straddle the island and they are covered with snow and ice 12
months of the year. There are also vast glaciers that reach right
down to the sea.

Shackleton’s grave on South Georgia

return to the Grey Rover, as it might be difficult to keep the
ship securely anchored in the harbour. He was right! Before
going to sleep, I had secured myself to the cabin wall with
straps. I awoke during the night to find the ship rolling
violently. I dressed and went up to the bridge. We were in the
middle of a tremendous gale with enormous waves passing
right over the ship. The captain had been unable to keep the
ship anchored in the harbour and had been forced to go out
into the open sea and sail around in circles.
Next morning we returned to Grytviken to pick up the troops
who had finished their tour of duty and were returning to
Stanley. While on South Georgia, I was able to visit the grave of
Shackleton, on the side of a hill, a favourite spot for basking
seals. Apart from the military, the resident community revolves
around the Antarctic Survey work and the sale of numerous
collections of postage stamps that provide a useful income for
the inhabitants.
During the return trip, we had another carol service in the
ship’s galley, this time attended by all the crew and military
passengers. As with the outward journey, a lot of time was
spent on iceberg watch from the bridge. I had never realised
before that icebergs actually move along at between 5 and 10
knots and need to be tracked carefully to avoid a repetition of
the ‘Titanic’ disaster. We also watched dolphins and whales and
sailed to within a few metres of enormous glaciers. Altogether
a memorable visit to South Georgia.
[The author is visiting Chaplain of Christ Church, Rio.]
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A SURFEIT OF SLOTHS
JACK WOODALL

Nature
14

There they were, high up in the tree-tops, one every half-mile or
so along the banks of the creeks off the Rio Negro, sitting, not
hanging, in the crotches of branches with their backs to us, showing the big pale yellow patch with a narrow black stripe along the
spine, the males with an extra patch of red. They either ignored
our canoe-load completely, perhaps asleep, or swivelled their
head right round like an owl, to gaze curiously at us out of their
clownish faces with the dark fringe above the eyes. One hugged a
baby to its bosom (this was April), another, for a change, hung by
its long arms and its three hooked fore-claws like a sack of potatoes. Finally, we saw one hanging upside down and inching its
way along a branch hand-over-hand in approved textbook fashion. Interestingly, the little wood carvings of sloths they sell in the
handcraft shop upriver in Novo Airau nearly all were of the animal clinging upright to a tree-trunk, rather than hanging upside
down.
The sloths we saw clearly had no fear of human beings, since only
a starving family would waste a cartridge on them; in spite of their
apparent size, they are mostly fur and have no more meat on them
than an alley cat. Their only predator is the harpy eagle with earlike tufts of feathers on its head, which also preys on monkeys –
but those imposingly regal birds have disappeared from this part
of the lower Rio Negro.
Sloths subsist on the broad fan-like leaves of the scrawny
Cecropia trees, that spring up whenever a clearing appears in the
forest caused by a giant tree -- struck by lightning or fatally rotted
from within -- crashing down. But the trees they choose for
roosting in are always taller than their neighbours and of harder
wood.

Three-toed sloth

Our guide is full of sloth lore; for instance they descend to the
ground to go to the bathroom – just once a month, he says. I
myself knew a biologist who was able to count the number of
sloths in a square kilometer by spotting their characteristic turds
on the forest floor. The guide tells us that a unique species of
moth lives in the hair of the sloth and nowhere else, and that
because a sloth spends so much of its life upside down, the hair of
its coat runs the opposite way from that of all other animals, from
belly to back to shed the rain. There are two species of sloth: the
big two-toed, with two large claws on its hands and the smaller
three-toed – both have three claws on their feet. The guide knew
an American woman who lived upriver and used to care for
orphan sloths; she had a number of them that she carried
around like pets.
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HIKING THE SERRA DOS ORGÃOS
OLIVER BAZELY

Precise information on the route is difficult to locate, but through the internet we
found various maps and descriptions of
the trail. On arrival, we also discovered a
detailed park guide book, with several
maps. If you intend to walk the trail, or
spend more than a few days in the park, it
is well worth the approx. R$40 investment.
So, on a sunny Thursday afternoon, with
fine weather forecast for the whole weekend,
we set off from Rio towards Petrópolis. We
had reserved a room at a pousada next to
the park entrance, so we could enter the
park as it opened at 7am. The initial part
of the trail was a shallow ascent, running
alongside a river. The path was well-trodden
and no navigation was necessary. Ahead of
us were the peaks of Açu and Morro do
Março. The sky was a deep blue, and visibility was perfect. The sun had yet to rise
above the distant peaks, so we remained
cool, walking in the shade for a few hours,
passing stands of bamboo and hidden
waterfalls. The climbing continued and we
left the jungle behind, winding through
low scrub and grass. After a few hours we
reached a peak on the shoulder of Açu,
known as Ajax. There, a small spring
crossed our path, and water bottles were
refilled. We had lunch on Açu, taking in
the breathtaking view of the valley below.
In the early afternoon, we continued past
Abrigo 3, which was still under construc-

We walked all afternoon, with Pedra do
Sino looming on the horizon, dipping into
hidden valleys, and struggling onto broad
peaks, constantly searching for the next
arrow or rut. Reaching the ‘elevator’, we
craned our necks to see a series of metal
rods, bent and hammered into the rock,
forming a steep staircase. At 6pm, with the
sun disappearing over the horizon, we
realised that we were still quite a way from
the abrigo. Tiredness was starting to set in,
but the prospect of a night spent in single
figure temperatures was not a popular one,
so we decided to walk in the dark. Staying
close together, and with torches to hand,
we started the last push. In the gloom, the
flickering fireflies looked like distant
torches, which momentarily made us
think we were not alone on the trail. One
member confessed he thought his tiredness
had induced hallucinations, so was glad to
find out the flashes of light were real.
With just 1 km to go, we came to a complicated piece of navigation that required a
scramble down into a small valley. The
trail then snaked up the side of Pedra do
Sino, eventually reaching what appeared to
be an impassable overhang, wedged in a

Pedra do Sino at right

crease in the sheer rock face. Looking sideways, we could see the edge of the path
was a few short meters away, with a precipitous drop below. It seemed insane that
this could be described as a trail rather
than a climb, but having come this far, we
decided to push on. With tired limbs, we
hoisted ourselves onto the ledge, worn
holds reassuring us that this was the correct path. There were a few more scrambles
in store, and after 11 hours of walking, we
each had to dip into our last reserves of
energy. After 30 minutes, us on the verge
of exhaustion, the path began to flatten,
and we knew that Abrigo 4 lay in the saddle below us. Elated, and shaking with
adrenalin, we stumbled down the last few
zig-zags, and finally reached the abrigo at
8:30pm, 12hrs 30 minutes after leaving the
Teresópolis gate. We ate ravenously, and
quickly fell asleep, wrapped in every layer we
carried, as the temperature fell to near zero.

Touring in Rio

One weekend last year, some friends and I
completed the ‘travessia’, a trail in the Serra
dos Orgãos national park. The approx.
35km route runs between Teresópolis and
Petrópolis, and it usually takes 2-3 days,
although legend has it that a team of
extreme sports dudes completed the trail
in 5hrs 20min. There are several abrigos,
or mountain shelters, in the park, but
camping is available for those hikers who
wish to carry tents.

tion at the time. I began to
notice the sheer verticality of
the landscape. I have experience of walking in many
parts of the UK, but with its
resistant granite, the scale of
the Serra was daunting. These
were not the soggy undulations of the English moors,
or the cairned routes of the Lake District.
These were steep, craggy paths, winding
between huge rocks and razor sharp grass.
Heavy rain had gouged the footpath until
it sank into the rest of the terrain, so heads
disappeared below the vegetation.
Boulders need to be scrambled over, and
on rocky outcrops, the path was reduced
to a red arrow scratched into the granite.
In other words, a fantastic challenge.

In the morning, the abrigo quickly emptied, and we had a leisurely breakfast,
knowing that we had a simple 5 hour
descent to Petropolis ahead of us. Our legs
and feet were sore and our hands battered
from the scrambling. Despite this spirits
were high, and we happily chattered our
way down the hill, passing many hikers on
the way up to the abrigo.
On reflection, the trail would have been
much more pleasant on a 3-day schedule.
Although climbing would have been more
challenging with the added weight of tents and
cooking equipment, the trail would break
nicely into three 6-hour hiking days.
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SECOND BENEFIT CONCERT FOR THE SERRA

To expand on the brief report in last month’s 4 Corners, which
had a page of colour photos of the event (also posted on the
BCS website <www.bcsrio.org>), the concert was opened by
the Corcovado Choir, conducted by Rio’s well-known
Maestro, Ruy Wanderley. The choir sang a capella: Lobe dem
Herren (G. Young); Four Negro Spirituals (arr. A. Ream and
R.Wanderley); two French Renaissance songs: Belle qui tiens
ma vie (T.Arbeau) and Je ne l´ose dire (P.Certon) and a
German lied: Liebe (F.Schubert).
Next up was Rio’s favourite cellist, David Chew of the
Symphony Orchestra of Brazil (OSB) and organiser of Rio
Strings and also the Rio Cello Encounter (RICE), the annual
statewide series of free concerts which now includes a wide
spectrum of music besides cellos. He presented an
international cabaret of music and dance, starring his cello, an
Argentinean guitarist and a tango dance by a Turkish (!)
dancer and his striking Paraguayan partner.

The Midnight Trio of Neville Thorley, Emerson Ribeiro and
Gustavo Camardella played and sang You Made it Right
(Ozark mountain Devils), Band on the Run (Paul McCartney)
and Honky Tonk Women (Rolling Stones). They called up
Kevin Wick to sing Leila (Eric Clapton).
The British School’s new head of music, Andrew Casterton,
presented two of the school’s talented pupils: Class 10’s José
Keenan with a sensitive performance of Drifting (Andy
Mckee) on acoustic guitar and Eduardo Sena giving an
impressive rendition of the folk song Louisiana 1927 (Randy
Newman), accompanied by Andy.
The concert concluded with Amazing Grace, played by some
of the participating musicians and led by MC Mike Royster
and a line-up of singers, with a chorus of the entire audience,
all holding candles. We especially thank all the musicians who
volunteered their talents; stalwarts Vanica Royster and Steve
Spencer (our American Society Rio good friend) for running
the cash bar, which they have done most efficiently at other
BCS events; and Kathryn Broughton who spent most of the
time at the door, greeting arrivals and selling tickets. It was
disappointing, considering the effort made by the musicians,
that this concert was not as well attended as the first, when the
tragedy was fresh in everyone’s mind.

Worthy Causes

An impressive lineup of volunteer musicians and singers gave
us a treat at the all-acoustic 2nd Benefit Concert in the Jubilee
Hall on 16th April, organised by then BCS Chairman Mary
Crawshaw with Mike Royster as genial MC. The First Concert
in the series was in January right after the landslides disaster
and focused on Teresópolis, where several BCS members had
lost property and had assisted in on-the-spot relief. This
second concert focused on Friburgo, where the loss of life and
property was twice as large as in the sister city.

After that came the duet of Bruce Henri on double bass and
Jeff Garner on piano with the piece Distance, followed by Jeff
with a piano jazz solo sequence featuring Um Abraço no
Hermeto, Preludio para Rita, Gabriela and Maiara,
Chameguenta and Dad's Dream. Bruce also participated in a
trio with Harold Emert on oboe and Fernanda Chaves
Canaud, distinguished concert pianist, playing Canção e
Dança (Radamés Gnattali) and Concerto for Oboe and Piano
(M. Lombardi).
There was an interval, when the audience ate their order-in
pizzas, during which Mary Crawshaw explained that the
proceeds of this Concert series are being deposited in a special
fund, to be used for the running costs of a home near Friburgo
for orphans of the landslides there. A former clinic in Mury is
being renovated for the purpose, with room for 100 beds.
David Chew (cello) & friends

Bruce Henri (bass), Harold Emert (oboe), Fernanda Chaves Canaud (piano)

Ruy Wanderley conducting Corcovado Choir
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
ACROSS: 9 - English soccer team (7); 10 – Redaction (7); 11 - Cereal (3); 12 - One-man timber saw (4-3); 13 - Slope (7); 14 - Sign of assent
(3); 16 - Muslim tribe head (4); 18 - Star type may be too good for charwomen (4); 19 - Steers a small boat (3); 24 - Untangle (9); 28 - Declare
in words (3); 31 - The one after this (4); 33 - Brought into line (4); 35 - Surname of Popeye's spouse (3); 38 - Rebellious type? (7); 39 - Shorten
(7); 40 - A breathable refrain (3); 41 - Asian orange fruit (7); 42 - Tea-house show (7).
DOWN: 1 - Old-fashioned type (3-4); 2 - Having spiritual or supernatural powers (7); 3 - Grind the teeth (5); 4 - What a bird may have done
(5); 5 - Stinky (5); 6 - Road-side gully (5); 7 - Describes liver bile effect (7); 8 - UK-France had a Cordiale one (7); 15 - Atop (2); 17 - Fish eggs
(3); 20 - marks the ot
spthrice (3); 21 - Given name of "spoonman" Geller (3); 22 - Resembling ice (3); 23 - Belonging to 'it' (3); 25 - Consume
comestibles. (3); 26 - Ill fated (7); 27 - One end or the other (7); 29 - Spar that supports sails (4-3); 30 - Souvenir (7); 32 - Common e-mail
greeting (2); 34 - Make available, (5); 35 - Make a speech (5); 36 - Conifer tree (5); 37 - Like-minded social group (5);

MARMITE BANNED!
Bruno Waterfield
The strongly flavoured dark brown spread made from brewer's yeast has joined Rice Crispies, Shreddies, Horlicks
and Ovaltine prohibited in Denmark under legislation forbidding the sale of food products with added vitamins as
threat to public health. Many well-known breakfast cereal and drink brands have already been banned or taken off
supermarket shelves after Danish legislation in 2004 restricted foods fortified with extra vitamins or minerals. But
Marmite had escaped notice as an exotic import for a small number of ex-pats until the Danish Veterinary and
Food Administration telephoned Abigail's, a Copenhagen shop selling British food, to ban the famous yeast spread.
"I don't eat it myself, I don't like it but Marmite was one of our best selling products. Not a day goes by without
someone coming in and asking for it," said Marianne Oerum, the shop owner. "All the English people here are
shaking their heads in disbelief and say that it is insane. I agree but it is the law. It's becoming impossible to run a
business in this country. We are not allowed to do anything anymore. It is the way Denmark is going."
[Telegraph online 24 May 2011]

AA English Language Meetings in Rio - www.aa.org.br

Serge: home - 21 3298-1008; cel - 21 9974-8824 / John: home - 21 2267-7656; cel - 21 9411-4345
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THE ALUMI ASSOCIATION OF THE BRITISH SCHOOL (TAABS)

John has contacted the school through a
letter to Mr Paul Wiseman, which we present below. We are all very proud of John’s
achievement and wish him all the best in
his career and life!
“It was a year ago since we were last in
touch. Time has a habit of flying but I am
trying to keep in touch with people. I am
currently undertaking a PhD at the
Institute of Petroleum Engineering at
Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. My
area of research is the “Storage of Carbon
Dioxide in deep saline aquifers and depleted gas fields” as a means of combating climate change. This work is being carried
out with support from the British government
in the form of an EPSRC Case Award in
association with a sponsoring company
“CO2 DeepStore”. I gained my undergraduate
degree in Geology from the University of Manchester and a Master’s in Reservoir Engineering from Heriot-Watt University; both programmes have provided a very useful grounding for the field of research I work in. (…)
The work I am doing is very exciting. It
allows me to ‘give back’ for the opportunities the Petroleum industry has provided
me through my father’s occupation by
understanding how we can transition to a
zero-carbon economy by capturing and
storing CO2 deep underground. Many
aspects of this process have been used
before. Natural gas is a fuel used to heat
our homes and cook with, and has been
temporarily stored underground in a sim-

Georgia Duckworth’s Lunch
In the photo, you will see a lot of TAABS members at a lunch organized by Georgia
Duckworth: From left to right: Nigel Wynn-Jones (1960s); Elizabeth (Mill) WynnJones (1960s); Ellie Duckworth (current Class 9!); Georgia Duckworth (1960s); Jenny
(Marvin) Byers (1960s and mother of Edward ‘2004 & William ‘2009); Jeremy Ribeiro
dos Santos (1960s and father of Katie ‘1994 & Joanna ‘1996), Alexander Corrie
(1980s), Adria Corrie, Sue Ribeiro dos Santos.
ilar way for decades. What is interesting is,
that it does not draw public concern in the
same way the storage of nonflammable
Carbon Dioxide does! Perhaps it is
because we need natural gas to keep us
comfortable, but CO2 is an expensive
waste? To ensure this statement is not a
common point of view, effective communication of the science of carbon storage
and the importance of man-made climate
change is the cornerstone for public
acceptance. With this in mind, there is
enormous pressure on researchers to make
this technology efficient and cost-effective
in its own right to allow it to be implemented economically. Also, what we perceive as a large cost today may not be anything like the real cost of doing nothing.
The Stern Review (2007) on the
‘Economics of Climate Change’ states that
the cost of doing nothing [about climate
change] will be much higher than taking
action today. This could include the cost

CRM 5241979-2

ENDOCRINOLOGIA • MEDICINA ESTÉTICA

caused by major flooding from more
intense rainfall or sea-level rise.(…)
While I understand that I have forged my
own path, I appreciate those who have
helped to provide the tools I need to do it.
You are one of those people who helped
provide some of these tools during my
time as a student at The British School. I
am very grateful for the opportunities you
helped create and the friendship we have
shared. The confidence and experience I
gained at the school is an asset which I
continually draw upon.(…)

British School

John R. Mills graduated from TBS in
2004. He then returned to the UK and
attended the University of Manchester, for
Physics. In 2005 he decided to change his
undergraduate programme to Geology and
Geography and got his BSc in 2008. After that,
he got his MSc in Reservoir Evaluation and
Management from Heriot-Watt University
in 2009, and he is now a PhD student in
Petroleum Engineering at that University.

I hope other students who have had the
opportunity to receive an education at The
British School will recognize the privileged
position they are in and learn to make the
most of the opportunities and experiences
available to them.”
– John R. Mills – Class of 2004
To read the whole letter go to
<http://e-falcon.blogspot.com>.

EMAGRECIMENTO • ENDOCR INOLOGIA
LASER • LUZ PULSADA • R ADIOFR EQUENCIA
LASER DE CO2 FRACI ONADO

Professora de Laser da Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina Estética

Depilação permanente , retirada de ma nchas , cicatrizes, rugas, vasos.
Rejuvenescimento Facial e das Mãos, Botox, Preenchimentos Faciais, Tratamento de Gordura Localizada, Celulite, Flacidez e Estrias

Rua Visconde de Pirajá 351/514, Forum de Ipanema, Rio. Tel: 21 2522-4966, 21 8777-7381
anabela@anabelarodrigues.com.br • www.anabelarodrigues.com.br
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Classified ads
SERVICES
pSyCHOTHERApy [ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS] - VIVIANE RICHARDSON. EXPERIENCE WITH EXPATRIATED AND CROSS-CULTURAL ISSUES. LIVED MANY
YEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINGAPORE, UK AND USA. BRAZILIAN-BRITISH
PSYCHOLOGIST (LICENSE:CRP-05.33022), SPECIALIST IN ANALYTICAL AND
SHORT-TERM PSYCHOTHERAPY. MASTER OF ARTS, ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY,
UK. MASTER OF LINGUISTICS -BILINGUALISM, PUC-RIO. APPOINTMENT BY
PHONE (21) 9966.9494 OR E-MAIL: VIVIANERICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM

BUYING & SELLING
SELLING: CAR: 2001 RENAULT SCENIC SILVER 1.6 91,500 KMS; SOFAS: DARK
BLUE LEATHER 2-SEATER 3-SEATER; DINING TABLE: WOODEN/ GLASS-TOPPED / 6
CHAIRS, 2 TOPS: DIAM. 1.10M AND 1.50M; GARDEN TABLE CIRCULAR WHITE
WOOD 1.50M DIAM.; LAZY SUSAN, 6 CHAIRS; SIDE TABLE CURVED LEGS (TOP
STAINED), TABLE: WHITE 1.72M X 57 CMS ( USE AS DESK); LARGE DESK
(ANTIQUE?) FELT-UNDER-GLASS TOP; WHITE DESK WITH 2 DRAWERS; LIVING
ROOM “ESTANTE” CUPBOARDS, PARTIALLY GLASS-FRONTED, BOOKSHELVES,
ETC. STRAIGHT LINE OR ANGLED USE 4 M; WARDROBES: WOODEN, W 2.50M, H
2.40M + BOOKSHELVES, DRAWER UNITS, ETC.; WARDROBES -DITTO- LIGHTER
WOOD (DISMOUNTED) + EXTRAS; BEDS 2 SINGLE, 2 “BI-CAMAS”; CHEST OF
DRAWERS; BEDSIDE DRAWER UNIT; FRIDGE: BRASTEMP ZYRIUM DUPLEX
FROST FREE, FREEZER: BRASTEMP - UPRIGHT 6 DRAWERS (RUST ON TOP),
GAS COOKER: QUALITY, 6 “BOCAS”, THERMOSTAT OVEN; CURTAINS; CLOTHING;
LAMP SHADE; HANDBAGS MUCH UNUSED; CARPETS.
E- EMAIL: VALSINCLAIR123@HOTMAIL.COM, TEL: (21) 2441-4037 (HAS ANSWER
PHONE) CEL: (21) 8068-0909

Be sure not to miss
your Umbrella!
Keep your annual fees paid
and your address updated!

JUNE
02 AmSoc Ladies’ night 8pm (to be confirmed)
04 BCS Queen’s Birthday party
07 InC New Members Gathering 10am
08 AmSoc Barra Coffee Morning
11 AmSoc America’s Day EARJ Barra, noon to 4pm
16 InC Cafezinho 10am
16 InC Speakers series
17 AmSoc Museum Visit, Fiocruz, Manguinhos
18 AmSoc/InC Happy Hour, El Pallomar, Barra
Shopping 6pm
23 Holiday Corpus Christi
JULY
02 SAS Quaich & SAS vs MOGA Golf match
04 Holiday (USA) Independence Day
06 WDA Jumble Sale 20am – noon
07 AmSoc Ladies’ Night 8pm (to be confirmed)
16 InC Speaker Series: add “Driving in Brazil”
19 AmSoc Museum visit (to be confirmed)

Calendar

ExpERIENCED CLEANING LADy, HONEST, RELIABLE. PAYMENT BY ARRANGEMENT, PER HOUR, OR DAY. REFERENCES AVAILABLE BY E-MAIL:
MANUELSERANTES@HOTMAIL.COM PHONE: GRAÇA 3126-8524.(PORTUGUESE
ONLY)

***Note: some dates and times have changed
since those in the last Umbrella

AUGUST
02 InC New Members Gathering 10am
18 InC Cafezinho Recreio 10am
Scottish Country Dancing: open to all
Every Tuesday 8pm at Paissandu Club

DEADLINE for our JULY 2011
edition is MONDAY, JUNE
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