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THE QUONDAM EDITOR

THE QUONDAM CHOKED UP A BIT
MICHAEL ROYSTER

We quote from a friend: “Isn’t it such a
shame we never get to tell these lovely folk
how much we enjoyed their friendship, how
they are part of our best memories, until they
are no more? Crashing waste, in fact.”
Rio lost two lives this past month, two
who were with us in heart and soul and
body and strength and mind, for varying
amounts of time. Two very different people
– oh, my, how different! – but united by
two characteristics: (1) they did what they
loved to do, all the time, 24/7/365; and (2)
more importantly, they smiled! – oh, my,
how they smiled! – as you will see from
the pictures accompanying their respective
tributes. Brian and Marion could and did
smile and smile again and smile yet again.
And we, who knew them both, smiled
with them then, and can smile with their
memories now.
Moving on, up in the air this month are
balloons of varying sizes and shapes and
shades, as Cariocas celebrate the Festas
Juninas. Just in case you thought the
concept of June brides was of Anglo-

Saxon origin, know ye all that, according
to Brazilian backlands folklore, you start
dating on Santo Antônio, get engaged on
São João, and are married on São Pedro! So,
go inside and learn more about balloons,
which feature prominently in three of our
articles.
Not balloons, but rounder spheres called
(foot)balls are also now much in the news,
as FIFA’s Confederations Cup begins midmonth. As a preview, Brazil and England
play a friendly match on June 2. But we
eschew the lucre-driven professional game,
in favour of a truly worthy cause: helping
street children. As the phrase goes, the
streets are no place for children! Learn
more inside.
The Culture Vulture has seduced our
regular Theatre writer, the ever-faithful
Ewa, into writing about the Livraria
Cultura, where a Brazilian version of an
award-winning English play is now being
produced. The Quondam has been there,
and knows his readers, adepts of the
printed and vocal word, will agree that

Rio has needed a place and space like this
for years.
Returning to lost lives, Philip Healey’s
letter to the editor reminds us of the
2011 floods in our neighbouring hills,
and of the efforts to assist those who
lost people and possessions essential to
them. The Quondam regrets the error
pointed out by Mr Healey, but reminds
readers of the disclaimer to be found on
the masthead below—we accept material
from our participating organisations,
but do not “fact check” what they write.
We are not The Times nor The New
York Times, nor The Rio Times; we are
a community publication, published
monthly by dint of much contribution
from community members. We welcome
all such contributions, and indeed, we wish
there were more, but your content is your
content, and not ours.
To close, the Quondam notes that on
Saturday, May 25th, the American Society
of Rio de Janeiro celebrated, once again,
America’s Day. It was a grand picnic,
including a special raffle whose proceeds
were donated to the Emmanuel Gilligan
Recovery Fund. The Umbrella wishes
Eman, his family and friends, an ever
more speedy recovery back to his true and
complete life.
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BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY (BCS)
Good News about the
Queen’s Birthday Party,
Saturday, 8 June 2013, at
4pm-8pm:
The sponsors of QBP 2013 are pleased
to inform that by suggestion of our MC
Rev Ben Phillips, ALL children and
youngsters up to the age of 18 years
have FREE ENTRY to the party.
We are planning to have some fun
games for the children followed by
a lovely high tea, offered by Anne
Phillips with her famous silver tea set
accompanied with delicious scones
filled with strawberry jam and cream.
In addition there will be some extra
goodies for the children in the form
of nice afternoon sandwiches and soft
drinks, since it’s hungry and thirsty
work, playing sports and taking part
in a Fancy dress competition and other
activities.

and more...

Martin Hester and The Beatles Choir

In demonstration of our gratitude
to helpers in the community some
bouquets of flowers will be given
to some special ladies during the
afternoon.
The Consul-General Paula Walsh has
kindly agreed to join the party to make
the Loyal Toast and to cut the Birthday
cake with Anne Phillips. This moment
of the party you will recall was warmly
greeted especially by the children last
year!
This party should be a respectful
moment to reflect on our Queen who
is now 87 years old and one of the
longest-reigning monarchs in British
history: 61 years on the throne. So
there is plenty to celebrate.

Dancing the night away

We hope you can come and join us at
Real Grandeza 99 - Botafogo in the
Jubilee Hall for this traditional BCS
event. Thank you.

Beatles Night 2013 – A Great
Party!

Robin Brown with The Midnight Band
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Midnight Band: Neville and Gustavo
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Andy Casterton

Lots of fun also for the very young

As we got into the week of Friday,
17 May eyes were fixed on the
weather forecast, which turned more
ominous as the week went by. Lots of
additional contingency plans were
put into place in case of torrential
rain, in case the lights went out etc.
Fortunately the cold front came in

strong on Thursday evening and by
the time Friday evening came the
weather was just a little wet. Thank
you St Peter!
We had a good turnout of Beatle
lovers, whose enthusiasm grew as
the wonderful programme of Beatles
3
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we in the American Society are glad
to be able to help bring him back to
health. Our musical entertainment, as
usual, was provided by Banda ArizonA
itself, offering up their mix of rock,
country, pop and more.

corners

All in all a great event!

and more...

LAST MINUTE NOTE:

(40 par points, playing off 80% of
handicap) – Second time winner (last
time was two years ago)
Winner of the Centennial Cup: Saint
Andrew Society whose top ten scorers
totaled 328 points (top scorers: Tom
Nelson with 40 and Phil Healey with
39), compared with MOGA’s top ten
total of 298 (top scorers: James Miller
with 36 and Graeme Jaques with 35)
An extra Longest Drive prize was
awarded to James Miller, who went
from Macaé to Petrópolis and then
back to Teresópolis, by mistake…

The cheering audience

Neville Thorley and the Midnight
Band, with Robin Brown

Kevin Wick

The Pop music concert went on for a
good 2 ½ hours of great Beatles music
for all to enjoy with a Beatles Raffle
and some great prizes. Mike Royster
was MC for the Raffle draw and
handed over the top prize of a Beatles
Anthology (the last in Rio!) to Beatles
enthusiast Pauline Schneider.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
RIO DE JANEIRO (AMSOC)

Mark Archer

songs got underway. The audience
would have ‘danced through the
night....’ if the neighbours and musical
programme had permitted.
The night was sponsored by BCS, but
we must heartily thank all the fine
musicians, especially Neville Thorley,
Kevin Wick, Martin Hester and Andy
Casterton for the superb time put in
with rehearsals on careful selection
of songs. This was the order of the
programme;
The British School Band – music
master Andy Casterton
The SCM Beatles Choir – conductor
Martin Hester
Mark ‘n Kev – Mark Archer and Kevin
Wick
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Our big event of the year, America’s
Day, was celebrated too late in the
month for us to have any pictures,
but lots of people showed up Saturday
May 25th at the Gávea campus of the
American school and had a great time
eating grilled hamburgers and hot
dogs served with ketchup, mustard
and real pickle relish, potato and other
salads, Garytos tortilla chips, salsa
and burritos, washed down with craft
wheat beer.
We had a terrific set of raffle prizes,
topped by the Grand Prize, a
roundtrip ticket from Rio to any of
the continental 48 U.S. states, on
the new American Airlines. There
was a weekend getaway in Penedo; a
fabulous, precious stone item from
Ledoux Jewelers, not to mention
dinners from the Marriott Hotel and
fabulous Granado products.
ALL the raffle proceeds will go to
the Emmanuel Gilligan Medical/
Rehabilitation Fund. As most of you
know, Emmanuel (the leader of Banda
ArizonA) was shot and significantly
incapacitated as a result of a failed holdup attempt this past March. His road to
recovery will be long and arduous, and

Joe Biden

On Wednesday, May 29th, US Vice
President Joe Biden, was in Rio de
Janeiro. The American Society Rio
received 100 invitations to attend and
scores of our members went along to
hear what he had to say.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY (SAS)
Results are in from our marathon
golf day at Teresópolis Golf Club,
during which there was competition
for three fantastic golf trophies: The
Quaich (since 1928), the Centennial
Cup (Moga versus SAS, for the last
eight years) and the Aberdeen Cup
(Members of TGC, for the last 4 years).
Longest Drive (F): Stephanie Healey,
with a truly mammoth drive!
Longest Drive (M): Aaron Dougherty,
whose drive almost never came down
from orbit!
Nearest Pin: Mauricio Chu (a mere
tap-in away)
Winner of the Aberdeen: Mauricio
Chu (37 par points playing off 80% of
handicap)
Winner of the Quaich: Tom Nelson

Tom Nelson

Golf shirts, prizes and lunch and drinks
after the event were all sponsored by
IRM Services, under the auspices of
Rob McInnes – to whom much thanks
were owed and given.
Prize giving was during the very
entertaining dinner dance in the
evening, with an impressive turnout of
members from MOGA, SAS and the
Teresópolis golf club.
Many commented on the friendliness
of the Teresópolis Club and on the
excellent state of the course, despite the
rains of the previous day. Both MOGA
and SAS wish to reiterate their thanks
to TGC for being a great venue for a
very successful day and night.

RIO INTERNATIONAL CLUB
(InC)
As amazing as it may seem, we have
again reached the middle of the
year! Before so many of you jet off to
enjoy your “summer holidays” in the
Northern Hemisphere, have a look
at the long list of great events (see
below) we have lined up for you. I
hope you will join us to truly enjoy the
month of June!
In July, the InC Board will also be
enjoying a month’s vacation and our
activities will resume in August. We
only have one event scheduled for
the first weekend in July and that is
our great Gourmet Getaway to Angra
with our very own French Chef David
Mansaud. Members will receive the
ECHO informing you of the events in
August around July 26th.
On another note, we have some great
news—and some sad news! First the
good: we welcome Susan Loveland to
our Executive Board in the position
of Executive Secretary, replacing (this
is the sad news) our very dear Mary
Dwyer, who will be leaving us in

June and moving back to her home
in California. A big thank you, Mary,
from all of us for the many hours you
have put in not only as our Executive
Secretary but also for your help on the
Charity Committee. We will miss you.
After much hard work and planning,
here is our lineup of events that you
surely will not want to miss!

EVENT: NEW MEMBERS
GATHERING
Our New Membership Director, Liliana
Perilla Rojas will be meeting and
greeting those that have newly joined,
as well as guests who are interested in
learning more about what the InC has
to offer. We encourage our members
to reach out to the wonderful people
you have met here in Rio who and
invite them to this informal cafezinho.
The next one will be Tuesday, June 4th,
starting 10:30 am, as always, venue
to be announced, and the cost is free!
Check our site for details.

EVENT: ZONA SUL
CAFEZINHO AND THE
DOCTOR’S SERIES
Just to shake it up a bit we will
exceptionally present our Doctor’s
series in the Zona Sul! The Barra group
felt that Dra Leandra Metsavaht’s talk
on Sun Protection and skin care is an
absolute “must” so she has graciously
accepted to present it again, this time in
the Zona Sul. This will be on Tuesday,
June 11th, starting 10:30 am, as always,
venue to be announced, and the cost is
free! Check our site for details.

EVENT: THURSTY
THURSDAY
We’re on a Tex-Mex roll! Last month
some 30 members and friends enjoyed

themselves immensely at Rota 66 in
Leblon, as you can see from snap taken
by our unofficial paparazzo Vito. This
month we’ll stay in Leblon to quench
our “thurst”, more specifically at Si
Señor. An elegant restaurant, with
veranda and pleasant decor, Si Señor
is fast becoming one of the foremost
Mexican restaurants in Zona Sul. Let’s
have some more margueritas and
tortillas! We’re counting on the fun
crowd to show up again on Thursday,
June 13th at 7:30pm. The location is Av.
Gen. San Martin, 1011 which is near
the Visconde de Albuquerque Canal.
There’s no admission charge, you pay
for the (delicious!) food and drink you
consume.
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and more...

EVENT: BARRA
CAFEZINHO
Lawyer Adiane Mitidiere will do
another presentation on the new
Domestic Servants Law which affects
all who have a maid, nanny, driver
or gardener. For those of you who
participated last month, this is a
continuation. For those who didn’t
(you really missed something!) Adiane
will review what was presented and
add vital information. So show up
on Tuesday, June 18th, starting (new
time!) 9:30 am at Jolanda’s home in
Barra. RSVP: jmaltha@hotmail.com

EVENT: SPEAKER’S
SERIES. Creation in
Movement: Esther
Weitzman and Brazilian
Contemporary Dance
Esther is the founder of her own
Contemporary Dance company in
Rio. A choreographer and dance
enterpreneur, she will be giving a
multi-faceted presentation about
the art of contemporary dance, its

May Thursty Thursday
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and more...

Brazilian influence, and will finish
with a dance presentation by members
of her company. Some of our members
may even join in...??? Definitely not
to be missed! Thursday, June 20th
beginning 7:30 pm at the Midrash
Cultural Center in Leblon.

FUND RAISING EVENT:
Gourmet Cooking Class and
Candle Light Dinner
French Chef David Mansaud will again
teach a THREE HOUR COOKING
CLASS which will make even a
beginner look like a grand chef at
their next dinner party! After all the
hard work, the partners will join in
for a BEAUTIFUL CANDLELIGHT
DINNER, some great conversation
and some fabulous wine! On
Saturday, June 22nd, at the home of an
InC member, aspiring Chefs start at
5 pm and Spouses join at 8 pm. The
all inclusive Fundraising price is only
R$275, so sign up now at president@
incrio.org.

NEW EVENT: Sunday
Sunset Happy Hour in Barra
with Rodrigo Pimentel
Rodrigo Pimentel, national celebrity,
former BOPE commander and screen
writer for the blockbuster movie “Elite
Squad” will be joining us for a sunset
chat about his work, the changing
crime scene in Rio, and his optimism
for the evolution of the city. THIS IS A
MUST for those of you are getting to
know Rio, its problems and brilliance,
and falling in love with the city. See
you there, on Barra Beach, bring your
kids, on Sunday, June 23rd, kickoff at 4
pm at Kiosk K-8, near the turn off onto
Oligario Maciel. RSVP: presidente@
incrio.org.br

FUND RAISING EVENT:
An Evening with David
Chew & Friends...
Don’t miss this special opportunity
for an intimate performance by
world renowned cellist David Chew
and accompanying musicians. We
will not only dazzle your senses
of sight and sound, we will also be
tempting your taste buds with some
exquisite wines, gourmet cheeses and
other delicious treats. All this will
occur on Saturday June 29th, from
8pm to11pm at an InC member’s
private residence in Zona Sul. The
cost? Thanks to our sponsors, a mere
R$100 per person!

NEW EVENT: Excursion
to a Pacified Favela With
Rodrigo Pimentel
Towards the end of the month, Rodrigo
will be taking us on a tour of Morro do
Alemão, an example of what he considers
a true success story in Favela pacification.
Morro do Alemão was once one of the
most dangerous, and deadliest, favelas
in Rio; it is now witnessing a period of
relative peace after pacification. Rodrigo
will give us a guided tour of the place and
explain its evolution from a veritable war
zone to a livable neighborhood. Details
to be announced during the month on
our site.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Jumble Sale:
The WDA Jumble Sale WILL take place
on Wednesday 10th July from 10 a.m.
until noon. The event will be held in
the Jubilee Hall, Christ Church, Rua
Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo.
We are in need of clothes for men,
women and children: shoes, household
equipment including ornaments, kitchen
utensils, toys, jigsaw puzzles etc. Please
check that any electrical appliances you
send are in working order.
Donations can be made during the
week to Karen, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332 or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, telephone
2537-6695, any time between 8.30 am
and 4.30 pm. Please remember that
between 2 pm and 3.30 pm when the
school finishes, cars are not allowed
into the grounds.
The Jumble Sale is an annual challenge
and its success depends entirely on the
amount of donations we receive. If you
have separated any items you intend to
send along to the WDA for this year’s
event, there is still time to do so. Many
thanks for your support.

Marmalades, Pickles and
Chutneys:

From the Chaplain

Where is your God now?

These items can be purchased any
day during the week within office
hours and especially on Tuesday
mornings when the WDA ladies
are present. They can also be
purchased on Sundays after the
Church service. The following
products are available:

Rev. Ben Phillips
Have you heard this recently? You may
have heard it from a neighbour or a friend.
You have probably seen it said on the
television or in the papers. “Where is your
God now?”
There have been some shocking and
horrifying things in the news recently. Acts
of human evil that make us all feel sick like
the bus attacks in Rio, the Boston Marathon
bombing or the beheading in South London,
and natural disasters like the Oklahoma
tornado. Our hearts go out to the victims
and to their families, we feel fear that these
things might happen to those we love and
we begin to question the meaning of these
types of events. We ask: where is God when
these things happen? How could God allow
such a dreadful thing? How can anyone
believe in a God who lets children be killed
in such a horrendous fashion? We begin to
wonder how we can believe in a God who
lets these things happen.

Sweet and Bitter Marmalade, Galego
Lemon Marmalade, Grapefruit Marmalade, Apricot Jam and Lemon Curd
Mango Chutney, Indian Chutney and
Pineapple Relish, Mustard Pickle,
Branston Pickle and Bread & Butter
Pickle

This month we were pleased to
receive a visit from Avril Allen a former President of the WDA
Rio Branch. It happened to be
her birthday (WHEE!) and in the
photo she can be seen receiving
“parabéns” from the WDA team.

Well, I believe that the straightforward
Christian answer to these questions is that
we need to take a more mature look at God.
We often allow ourselves to look no further
than a Sunday School version of God. We

We end this month´s write-up on
a sad note. We have been informed
that John McNab died last month
in Dalry, Scotland. John will be
remembered by most of the older
members of the WDA. John,
together with Nicki McAra, sorted
out and organized the system of
controlling all the books donated
to the WDA. Nicki recalls (perhaps
others will also remember?) that
the area he occupied was known as
“John´s corner”. John returned to
Scotland in 1999 with his Brazilian
wife DarcÍlia who was also a
member of the WDA. Darcília later
returned to Rio and rejoined the
WDA.

are often naive when we think of God.
Sometimes our personal understanding of
God is closer to a pagan fairy godmother
than to the God that Jesus revealed to
us. I believe that we need to look deeper
than that. I believe that we need to try to
understand God through his Son, and
through scripture, because the God of
the bible never promises to take away all
suffering; in fact he offers the opposite.
All we have to do is read the bible and we
will see that it is full of believers suffering.
The bible does not speak of a God who is
guaranteed to stop suffering. Believers,
Jews and Christians have always believed
that God is a God who works within a
suffering world.
Just think of all the times God did not
intervene to alleviate the suffering of
those he loves and ask yourself: where was
God? Christ died on a cross, suffering;
where was God then? The disciples were
beaten, imprisoned, stoned, beheaded and
crucified; where was God then? Moses
spent forty years wandering around a
desert and never got into the promised
land; where was God then? Well, God was

there, God was working out his plan for our
redemption.
From the beginning of time, God has given
people the choice between good and evil.
He has given us the choice between His way
and our way. We continually choose our
way. People are constantly choosing evil.
Where is God when people choose evil? He
is suffering with us, He is caring for us, He
is longing for people to choose love and not
evil, and He is planning for us a time when
swords will be turned into ploughshares,
and the lion will lay down with the lamb.
God bless,
Ben Phillips

Avril Allen (right)
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Festas Juninas: Brazil’s “Other” Popular Festival
[Editor’s Note: This piece, which first appeared in a 1990
issue of RioLife, has been abridged for The Umbrella by
Maria’s husband Steve. Note the reference to balloons and
compare with other pieces in this issue.]

Festas Juninas: Brazil’s “Other” Popular Festival

Most foreigners are well versed about Carnival, Brazil’s famous
five-day pre-Lenten popular festival. But few know the “Festas
Juninas,” the period of parties in June and July in honor of
three Catholic Church saints, which Brazilians also celebrate
with tremendous organization and high spirits.
June is the month kicking off the cycle of the Festas Juninas,
among the most colorful of Brazil’s annual folk and religious
celebrations, a time of innocent merrymaking based upon,
interestingly enough, many traditions imported from
Europe.
Virtually every school in Rio prepares its own party, as do
social clubs and block associations. A Junina Fest event
is like a typical American or European country fair, with
booths (corn on the cob, home-made baked goods and
coconut milk), games and plentiful strong drink. Presents
and prizes are exchanged and won.
Americans and Europeans feel right at home in the caipira
or “hillbilly” atmosphere of these parties. Almost everybody
dresses up like a country cousin, with straw hats, overalls
and calico dresses.
Typical Brazilian hillbilly style music, based on guitar and
accordion, is played and the Brazilian equivalent to an
American square dance or Scottish country dancing is the
highlight of the night. A large bonfire is generally lit, as
June and July evenings in Rio can be chilly, and round after
round of a potent potion called quentão is drunk, usually
from tiny cups. Kids run around setting off fireworks and
cracklers. They also, with the help of adults, build and set
aloft hot air balloons, using candles as the propulsion force.
In fact, balloon building has become an intricate folk art
form itself and during the months of June and July the skies
are filled with these colorful, fireworks-rigged unguided
missiles. Falling balloons start many fires and it is illegal
to build or launch them. However, nobody seems to worry
much about it, except the fire departments.
Despite their secular and popular nature today, the Junina
Fests are religious in background. They are meant to
commemorate three important Catholic saints: St. Anthony
of Padua, St. John the Baptist and St. Peter, whose “saint
days” are, respectively June 13, 24 and 29. In fact, Festas
Juninas are held on almost any date during the June-July
period depending upon the convenience of the organization
promoting the party, although Church-sponsored events are
celebrated on the saint days themselves.
St. Anthony was born in Lisbon in the latter part of the 11th
century. He achieved fame as the “marrying saint” and the
saint for “lost causes.” St. John the Baptist was Jesus’s cousin,
who baptized him in the Jordan River. He is the saint for
lovers and for dreamers. St. Peter, of course, was the apostle
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Fancy clothes and dancing at a Festa Junina

who became head of the Church. He is said to keep the keys
to the entrance into Heaven.
The Festa Junina cycle begins with the June 13 festivities
in honor of St. Anthony, who is believed to have died on
June 13, 1231. St. Anthony has been closely associated with
Brazilian causes, lost or not, ever since being invoked by the
Portuguese to help defeat the Dutch and French invaders
of Brazil in the 16th century. There are many prayers passed
down from colonial days, and the number 13 is closely
associated with him.
Clearly, the most important of the three Junina saint day
fests is the one dedicated to St. John the Baptist. It is believed
Portuguese settlers imported the tradition of lighting a
bonfire. Bonfires, and late fall harvest festivals, are a longstanding European tradition which the Portuguese would
have known about, and they transplanted the idea to the
New World.
During the colonial era, the semi-harvest fests were very
popular, although they were not yet known as Festas Juninas
(a term becoming popular only after World War II). Large
plantation owners spent fortunes on these entertainments,
while in Rio, the capital of the country and the site of the
imperial court, the sarau, as the party which preceded the
Junina Fest originally was called, was one of the highlights
of the social year. The Baroness of Sorocaba, the Baron of
Meriti and the Marquis of Abrantes (recognize the street
names in Botafogo?) were known for throwing gigantic
saraus. The São Cristovão Palace was opened for the
festivities and all over Rio firewood was gathered for the
big night, dresses were mended and made, the horses-andcarriages prepared and the slaves made to work doubly
hard to make sure the party would be marvelous.
The Junina Fest parties, although very popular and
requiring considerable organizational effort, have virtually
no relation to the other great popular Brazilian festival,
Carnival. Perhaps the only similarity today is that Carnival,
like the Junina Fests, grew up out of religious celebration
(the last big blow-out before the 40-day Lenten period of
sacrifices). It is a bit ironic that the two big partying times
in Brazil have come about as a result of ascetic Roman
Catholic Church traditions in the world’s most populous
Catholic country.

For those of you new to Rio de
Janeiro, FLIP stands for the Festa
Literária Internacional de Paraty,
or the Paraty International Literary
Festival. Begun in 2003 by Liz Calder,
an English publisher who had lived
in Brazil for years, the festival has
attracted prize-winning authors from
all over the world. This year’s FLIP
will feature Lydia Davis, who on
May 23rd was awarded the prestigious
International Man Booker Prize.
An American writer of short (often
very short—two sentences) stories,
poetry and philosophy, as well as a
noted translator of French literature,
her style is unique and riveting (or
so those who have read her say). Her
co-star, if you will, is the controversial
French novelist Michel Houellebecq,
a winner of the Prix Goncourt,
whose work is said to espouse such
politically incorrect topics as sex
tourism. Lydia and Michel will talk
about “the limits of prose”. FLIP
2013 will run (and Paraty will be
overrun) from Wednesday July 3rd
through Sunday July 7th, and tickets
will go on sale June 10th, starting
10 am. If you’re thinking of going,
buy early, because the best seats are
typically sold out almost immediately.
Accommodations should also be
arranged well in advance. The FLIP
website www.flip.org.br has oodles of
information, including in English, so

check it out. And if you go, please let
the Culturubu know how it was.

CCBB IS BACK!
The Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil
(CCBB) has specialized in blockbuster
exhibitions of works from foreign
collections. 2011 saw Escher, 2012 saw
Impressionism, and this year, from May
26 through July 14, the exhibition is
entitled “Elles” and features 120 works,
all by women, from the collection of the
Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris.
The purpose is to put forth a panorama
showing the importance of women
artists in the contemporary world since
the early 20th Century. Frida Kahlo and
Louise Bourgeois are perhaps the best
known artists, but there are a number
of Brazilians as well. Entry is (as usual)
completely free; CCBB is open from
9am to 9pm from Tuesday to Sunday
(closed Monday). While this exhibition
is not likely to attract as many visitors
as did the two prior blockbusters, it
still promises to be full on a regular
basis, so go early morning if you want
to avoid long lines and waits.

FLORES RARAS IS NOT
BACK!
Filmed back in mid 2012, Bruno
Barreto’s film “Flores Raras” is still
gallivanting around the world at film
festivals. It stars Glória Pires and
Miranda Otto as Lota de Macedo Soares

Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil

and Elizabeth Bishop, respectively a
Brazilian architect and an American
poetess, who lived together in Rio for
15 years. A few of our community
members were cast in lesser parts,
and the Culturubu (who was not cast)
anxiously awaits August 16th this year,
the latest date fixed for opening night,
so we can see who they are and what
they did. At the festivals, incidentally,
the film is called “Reaching for the
Moon” notwithstanding the existence
of a 1930 film, starring Douglas
Fairbanks, with the same title. How can
they do that?

CULTURE VULTURE

Rio Life Redux

By Maria Yolen

FLIP IS BACK!

YES, WE HAVE NO BANANAS!
There’s a cozy little museum ensconced within the leafy
confines of the Parque do Flamengo, directly across the
road from some of the highest priced real estate in Rio
de Janeiro. The Museu Carmen Miranda has been around
since 1976; the circular building was originally designed by
Affonso Eduardo Reidy. It has been described by a blogger
as “a concrete building, too small to be a UFO but too big
to be a public bathroom, in a dusty, abandoned playground
between two highways.”
If you don’t recognize the name Affonso Eduardo Reidy,
you should. He’s the architect who, together with Burle
Marx, designed the Parque do Flamengo, implementing
the ideas of Lota Macedo Soares (she of the liaison with
American poetess Elizabeth Bishop, eventually to be on
screens around Rio in Bruno Barreto’s film “Flores Raras”).
He also helped design the Museum of Modern Art, at the
beginning of Parque do Flamengo. Reidy also designed
popular housing projects, one of which is still known as
the “Minhocão”, now over the Lagoa-Barra access road in
Gávea.
The museum itself has memorabilia, including the Brazilian
Bombshell’s famous turbans, the (ridiculously small) shoes
that were permanently recorded in the sidewalk in front
of Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood and more.
Its “opening hours” are 11 am to 5 pm Tuesday through

Carmem Miranda Museum

Friday, and 1 pm to 5 pm weekends and holidays. Except
when it’s closed.
Sadly, as has been widely noted, after the horrendous fire
in Santa Maria, the Rio Fire Brigade made the rounds
of the various state-owned theatres and museums and
as of February 1, closed those without proper permits—
including this one—and it’s still closed. So, if you go
walking around Widow’s Peak (Morro da Viúva) in June,
you will only find closed doors and a pleasant pocket sized
park with no one in it.
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Litterbug, litterbug, fly away…

THEATRE

O NÓ DO CORAÇÃO

CARIOCA STYLE

There is an illegal balloon high up in the sky. From my
viewpoint, it’s not bigger than my fingertip, but it’s probably
huge, since it carries something like a dangling surfboard;
it’s difficult to discern, as the rising sun gets in one’s eyes.
Looking up, I almost tripped over a wooden chair, without
its legs, lying near an empty beer bottle dangerously
balanced on the edge of the sidewalk. Saturday morning,
mild temperature on the beach, the owners of the sands
are bustling around, carrying cartons of drinks, coconuts,
chairs, shouting to one another.

EWA PROCTER
Today, I have a double task: the first is to tell you about a play; and
the second is to emulate the Culture Vulture and explain where
it plays.
PART I – THE PLAY
“O Nó do Coração” (or, in English, “The Knot of the Heart”)
is by British author David Eldridge, and it played in England a
couple of years ago. It won the “Off West End” award, granted to
the best 2011 play that had not been previously staged. Brazilian
translator, W. I. Gonzales wisely kept the play in its original
setting, a house with a garden, as well as all its British references,
such as the BBC.

The COMLURB guys have just finished working and there
is the impression that things around are clean. Barely: litter
peeks from everywhere. A trolley has one flat rubber wheel,
making flop-flop sounds and the driver doesn’t care: he has
ice bags to deliver. One wonders where the wheel will go
when it is finally changed and discarded.
Right in front of me, a lady with neon coloured running
shoes, thick white socks up to her knees, makes a pause to
inhale and then continues to talk on her cell phone. (The
forbidden smell of cigarette brings memories of a deceitful
feeling of freedom – those forced to leave the vice know it.)
Will the fake jogging lady throw the burnt-out butt in the
correct bin?
Years ago, children were taught to pay attention to
canine “shards of glass” while strolling on the sidewalk of
Copacabana beach. Dog owners in Rio are better educated
nowadays and the path is mostly free of such nasty

encounters. But, wouldn’t you know it? The proverbial,
iconic banana peel—litter in its quintessence—is right there
on the ground in front of me!
As of this July, says Dudu the Mayor, fines will be applied on
the spot for those unconcerned about the health and welfare
of the Cidade Maravilhosa’s environment and population.
Littering is just as forbidden as the building of balloons.
Trolley wheels, cigarette butts, bubblegum wrappers and
other waste products, all have to find the correct destination.
Caught in flagrante delicto by an authority – the police or
even a COMLURB sweeper – the violator will be fined right
there and then.
How will that work? These authorities will carry a palmtop
device. They will ask the offender for his CPF (tax
identification) number and then use the litterbug app to
apply the fine. If you refuse to divulge your CPF, you will
be taken to a police station, just as are those who pee in the
streets. One can appeal the fine, but if it is found to have
been correctly applied, City Hall can take measures that will
damage your credit rating with retailers or banks.
Fact: Rio de Janeiro is one of the ten dirtiest tourist
destinations in the world. In 2012, our streets produced the
litter equivalent of three Maracanã stadia. City Hall claims
it spends US$ 300 million dollars annually to clean up the
mess. So, it’s high time to sanction those people who don’t
mind dirt, backed up storm drains, or diseases like dengue
and other unhealthy results of littering.
But, if you slip on a banana peel while enjoying an ice cream,
and it splatters on the sidewalk, you’d better have napkins,
water and a biodegradable plastic bag handy, because either
you clean up your mess, or Dudu the Mayor will clean out
your pockets.
Nan Carioca

ADVERTISE IN
THE UMBRELLA

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER IN RIO
BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY OFFICE:
TEL: 21 2539-6695
EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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Under the direction of Guilherme Leme who has also designed
the set, and the costumes by Ana Roque, the play deals with a
family of three women. One is Nina, a young girl who had
formerly worked on TV, but was dismissed for doing drugs in
her dressing room. The others are her sister Angela, a successful
lawyer; and Barbara, their widowed mother. There are also two
supporting roles in the cast. Monique Franco, who plays Nina, is
also the producer of this very interesting play about addiction, a
show that she watched in London when it was playing there and
decided to bring to Brazil.
“O Nó do Coração” is playing at the Teatro Eva Herz, a part of the
Rio de Janeiro Livraria Cultura downtown (more on this below).
The entrance is through the children department, going down
through a light slope. It holds about 250 people, and is most
comfortable.
The performances of this play are from Thursday to Saturday,
at 7:30 pm. There is no formal parking as such, but the Metro
Station (Cinelândia) is only a couple of blocks away. The theatre
is closed on Sundays – but then the entire book store is also
closed, so that makes sense. Tickets cost R$30 (thirty reais) with
a 50% (fifty percent) discount for students and senior citizens.
The censorship for “O Nó do Coração” is for people over 16 years
of age.
However, I must warn my readers that the Government has just
passed a law (or is about to do it) that there will be a limit on the
purchase of tickets with this 50% discount. I will let you know
when I have more details.
PART II – THE PLACE
At the request of the Editor, who has fervently desired a Culture
Vulture feature on the Livraria Cultura, I am going to tell you
about where this theatre is located—at the brand new downtown
bookstore of that name.
Rio de Janeiro old-timers will certainly remember the large
Cinema Vitória, on Rua Senador Dantas, 45 in downtown Rio.
Although in the past this cinema presented very good films – I
remember seeing “Lawrence of Arabia” with Peter O’Toole there
– later on it changed its repertoire and started showing mostly
pornographic movies. And then it closed. So the old cinema
remained closed for many years, although some of it was used as
paid car parking!

Guida Vianna, Monique Franco and Camila Nhary in O Nó do Coração

Some time ago, the space was taken over by the Livraria Cultura
chain headquartered in São Paulo, to become their Rio de Janeiro
branch. After the long term remodeling of the old cinema – and
I do not mean just changing a few bits and pieces and giving
it a coat of paint, it was real remodeling! – the place has now
reopened. It seems that all that is left from the old Cinema Vitória
are the walls!
It is now a wonderful space to be enjoyed by many! It holds a
large variety of books, all separated by their different areas of
interest; a video section; one part of the three-story complex
also has different DVDs and material on blue ray; there is a
special department dealing with children’s literature. It has all
been planned to bring comfort to the customers, with escalators
connecting the three floors and occasional armchairs for people
to browse through written material. And, as is now de rigueur,
there is also a small cafeteria where customers may refresh
themselves during their stay at the premises.
The original Livraria Cultura in São Paulo is much larger than this
one. It has a different kind of set up, and includes other things,
such as small shops, cinemas, restaurants, etc. What most affected
me was how much this new Livraria Cultura in Rio brought me
fond memories of Buenos Aires, a city I visited last year.
There, an old theatre was turned into a book store called El
Ateneo. Although the place I am writing about now is not as
luxurious as its Argentine counterpart – there, the old theatre
boxes were turned into reading space for potential buyers and
the stage became a place where light meals are served – it still is a
most interesting place to visit and to while away a few hours. It is
open all day Monday through Saturday and closes at 9 pm.
Books, sound and video, all in a pleasant setting—that’s Culture!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre translator and a
Board Member of the Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga
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Street children set to star in their own World Cup

Of the Street Child World Cup,
David Beckham said: “I know from
personal experience just what power
football can have to inspire and change
young people’s lives whatever their
background or nationality. This is
what the Street Child World Cup is
all about and I give it my full support.
I look forward to Rio in 2014 when
street children will play football and
represent the millions of children who
still live or work on our streets.”
Rio de Janeiro will host the second
SCWC from 27 March 2014. The 10day tournament and conference will be
held at the Espaço Lonier in Vargem
Pequena and will welcome around 200
children from 17 countries. As well as
competing on the pitch, the children
– aged 14-17 – will join forces to raise
awareness of the millions of children
across the world that live on the streets.
As an Anglo-Brazilian undertaking,
the Street Child World Cup will be represented by a local advisory group in Rio
de Janeiro made up of a mix of Brazilians
and expatriates. Street Child World Cup
Founder John Wroe says there could not
be a more perfect host city:
“As the world’s attention turns to Brazil
and Rio de Janeiro, what better place
to give these children the platform they
deserve, reminding people of the rights
which all children are entitled to, no
matter their background,” he says. “Child
homelessness is a
global issue from
London to Lahore,
Detroit to Durban
and Rio to Recife,
and each one of
us has a role to
play in giving
these children the
support they need.
No child should
have to live on the
streets.”
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Two of the most popular name days in the Brazilian calendar
are June 24 (São João) and June 29 (São Pedro). By
celebrating the also popular Dia de Santo Antônio (June 13)
we end up bracketing the nationwide June Festival (“Festas
Juninas”) which begins one day before St. Anthony’s Day
and concludes after St. Peter’s.
Caruaru in Pernambuco, Campina Grande in Paraíba, and
Bahia’s Senhor do Bonfim all claim to have the biggest, the
most authentic and the most fun celebrations. Among
the essential elements are bonfires, folk music, fireworks,
dancing, drinking and regional menus.

David Beckhan and a friend

The Street Child World Cup features
girls and boys tournaments and Brazil
will field two teams. The Brazil girls’
team will come from the Rio-based
IBISS Foundation, which tackles
social exclusion, homelessness, discrimination and violence against children
in more than 60 communities. The
Brazil boys’ team will come from the
organisation O Pequeno Nazareno,
based in Fortaleza, and will comprise
former street boys from across Fortaleza and Recife.
According to IBISS Foundation founder Dr Nanko Van Burren: “What is
exciting about the SCWC tournament
is the opportunity to make the world
aware of street children – this is a
chance to show people that, when you
really want to, there are many ways that
you can involve them in projects that
help them. Of course, football is just a
game – the exciting part is the political
statement.”
Street Child World Cup is backing the O
Pequeno Nazareno campaign entitled
“Criança ñao é da rua», a campaign for
street children›s rights to be enshrined
in law, which involves more than 600
street child organisations working
across Brazil›s 26 states. The campaign
has come up with 26 resolutions it
wants the Ministry of Social Assistance
to address. These include measures on
education, shelters and family life, as
well the regulation of the profession of
social educator and the creation of a
national databank.
It is hoped that the proposals will be
considered for inclusion in law by
summer 2014. The campaign, which has
the backing of the national Secretariat
of Human Rights, is mapping the
situation of street children nationwide

for the first time, and in August eight
young people who have experienced
life on the streets will travel to Brasilia
to have their say on what any new laws
should include.
Other teams taking part in SCWC
come from South Africa, Ukraine,
Philippines, Indonesia, India, Pakistan,
Burundi, Tanzania, Sierra Leone, Kenya,
Mauritius, Egypt, and Argentina. In
addition to Beckham, the tournament
has won the support of high-profile
public figures including Desmond Tutu,
Pelé and Sir Alex Ferguson.
The Street Child World Cup would not
be possible without global partner Tui
– the German based travel business
– and supporters including Dufry,
Deutsche Bank, Pele Sports, Deloitte
and the Premier League. They are also
seeking further sponsors for the event.
In Brazil the event will be known as
the Copa da Rua, with the strapline
“Crianças unidas para virar o jogo”.
Street Child World Cup is actively
seeking volunteers in Brazil to get
involved. If you are interested, please
contact joe@streetchildworldcup.org.
For a quick, less than two minute view
of what this is about, you can just go to
http://tinyurl.com/a4qjyjs

Also essential – especially in Rio – used to be hot-air
balloons made of very thin, lightweight paper. At the end
of May and throughout the month of June, everywhere in
Rio entire neighborhoods would compete with each other to
make and to launch the biggest, the brightest, and the most
colorful paper balloons. Over time, the fervor was doused
with the passing of laws and regulations. At least since
Federal Law 9.605 (1998), the making, transportation, sale
and launching of these balloons have been prohibited and
are subject to fines and even jail because of the potential for
environmental damage.
Decades before this law, my parents objected to my making
(or launching) such “dangerous” balloons. Every year for
many years, around June I’d ask my father for permission,
using arguments such as: “Your name is John, mine is
Peter…why can’t I participate?” “But it’s legal.” “Everyone
else is doing it.” His answer was always “no” because it
had unforeseen, potentially dangerous and destructive
consequences….

wired to a strong metal ring glued to the bottom of the balão.
I witnessed every step that led to the final scene, played
out in the middle of our street: just before dark, during
the “Festa de São João,” five adults and my friend held this
fragile, colorful sculpture glued together from sheets of
thin “Japanese” silk paper. Half my class and several dozen
neighbors watched at a respectful distance, in an evergrowing circle seated on the curb -- silent, in awe of the
beautiful balão, but also quite anxious. They had seen many
failed launches before, for instance where the wire holding
the plug was not properly affixed and fell. Or, where the
calculations were off and the flame was too hot or too big
and the paper caught fire. Or, where everything was fine as
the hot air shaped the balloon to its optimal form and size,
but then, suddenly, a gust would bend the top few feet and
the whole effort went up in flames and smoke….
But this time, the Balão de São João filled properly and
well, and began its majestic lift-off. We all just knew that
light gusts would no longer hurt its flight and everyone
cheered and applauded …suddenly all sorts of wisecracks
and predictions could be heard and we all began to breathe
again. The timing was perfect. It became much darker
as the balloon floated up to several hundred yards above
us…we could now follow its path through the smaller but
increasingly more visible flame, above and past the streets of
Rio, out over the Atlantic.

Looking Back

Worthy Causes

David Beckham may have just hung
up his boots but his belief in the power
of football to change lives is certain
to continue: Beckham – alongside
other international football stars – has
thrown his support behind a World
Cup with a difference. The Street Child
World Cup (SCWC), which takes
place in Rio in March 2014, welcomes
former street children from around the
world, giving them an opportunity to
represent their countries and remind
the world of the potential that every
child has.

My Carioca Neighborhood’s (Legal) Launch of the
Magnificent Balão Gigante...

Many then agreed to start work on the Balão de Sao Pedro, to
be launched on June 29, a mere 5 days later….
Peter Janos Kurz (aka Pedro João Kurz)

For years my first-hand experience was limited to making
and “launching” a few entry level versions, relatively tiny
and easy to make. Step one – take a large, double sheet of
an ordinary newspaper and carefully (no holes or tears)
crumple it. Step two – fold the four corners into the middle
and fasten them together with a sharp twig or toothpick,
while creating a foot-wide, empty, ball-like structure. Step
three – outdoors, on the street, place on a non-combustible
surface, then light and let burn. Result – as the contraption
burns and the flame goes out, the remaining fragile black
shape fills with hot air and becomes lighter than the outside
air. While still keeping its shape, the now burnt paper ball
ascends – to 15? 30? Even more feet…
But no way was this the same as a “real” balão!
A few years later I saw the difference first hand. At age 12 or
so I was invited by a classmate to help make a real, very large
and very colorful balão. They used blandishments such as
“Dad and Uncle will help” and “made with real Japanese silk”
and “it’ll have more than 6 colors!” I promised my parents
I would “just watch” and made it clear that my good friend
(and their large family) would be insulted if I didn’t accept
the invitation. I would be forever ostracized and forever
labeled “the gringo spoilsport”.
I can now tell you that it was a truly magnificent balão
gigante, at seven or eight feet much taller than anyone
there…and perfect in every way! It had well-attached strips
of rolled cloth, saturated with wax and kerosene, with a plug
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Brian Brown
Many of us in Rio took an unwanted,
bittersweet trip down memory lane at
the news that Brian Brown had passed
away. Bitter, because of the sadness
of the news, and sweet, as the smiles
took over and we remember someone
who really did make a difference to
our expatriate community.

Christmas Day, 1959 saw Brian
and a colleague downing a Yuletide
pint in a Farndon pub. His friend
was not much of a looker nor was
he as friendly as Brian, so Tricia, a
local girl, made one of those snap
decisions that so often pay off;
she and Brian were married the
following year.
Packing then became routine for
the Browns; they unpacked in
Plymouth, Portsmouth, Gosport,
the Persian Gulf (Tricia stayed home
for that one), Gosport, Birkenhead
and Helensborough. In his early 40s,
Brian retired from the Navy to settle
down, as the three Brown children,
Ian, Karen and Gareth, needed a
stable base.
An invitation to work with the
Brazilian Navy as a technical advisor
to their submarine service had Brian
and Tricia packing again in 1983,
and Rio welcomed them warmly.
They threw themselves onto the
local scene with enthusiasm, and a
keen sense of competition: Tricia
won the Best Dressed Wench prize
at the Royal Society of St. George’s
Wenches and Yokels night in 1984.
After so many years of service to his
country, it was inevitable that Brian
should become a leading figure
in the Royal British Legion, and a
valiant dragon slayer in the Royal
Society of St. George. Both entities
benefited enormously from his and
Tricia’s stamina and people skills.
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Next time you’re on YouTube, do a
search for “‘Saints’ – Interview with
Marion Way.” It’ll be time well spent.
Taped in 2010 as part of the “Saints”
video series produced by a Methodist
Church parish, it is, perhaps, the only
mass accessible record of the life and
work of Marion Way. Even better,
it’s the man himself–his own words,
distinctive voice and understated
manner – telling his own story.

1991 saw Brian and Tricia open GB
Motors, an auto repair shop in the
Cidade Nova area of Rio. There was
special empathy between Brian and
machines: Brian listened to the hum
of an engine the way a connoisseur
listens to a concerto: with expertise,
curiosity and high expectations.
Sadly, they learned along the way how
difficult it is to run a small business
in an economy plagued by inflation
and occasional doubtful business
practices, mainly perpetrated by the
dreaded “fiscais.” One such greedy
backhander-seeking “fiscal” was one
too many, and in 1992, Brian and
Tricia packed up and drove over the
Rio-Niterói Bridge aimed at Bogotá,
Colombia. 11,000 kilometers later
they arrived at the site of what would
become, after much hard work, their
Britannia Pub.
A happy decade followed, until
the British Embassy advised them
to return to the UK due to local
unrest. Tricia left the next day, Brian
followed when he’d tied off the loose
ends six months later.
Latterly, Brian’s health deteriorated,
but this didn’t stop him. At the
bottom of his garden in Heysham
he built “The Doghouse”. This was
his haven, his club, his workshop,
his world. Festooned with the
memorabilia of his happy Navy life,
mementos of the mad, fun Rio years,
souvenirs of the many countries
in South America he’d visited,
and memories of his multitude of
friends.
The following message was read out
at Brian’s funeral by his close friend,
Mark Rogers, on behalf of the Rio
community. We’d like to thank Mark,
and, of course Tricia and family, for
their help in preparing this tribute
to Brian, a man who will not easily
be forgotten here in Rio.
“Brian’s many, many Rio friends were
so sad to hear of his passing, but also
relieved that ill health had not done
too much to impact on his lifestyle.

On Sunday, May 12th, Marion, one
of the American Society Rio’s most
devoted members, died of heart failure
following a lengthy illness. He was 82
years old.

Brian at work

Brian at half mast would not have
been Brian at all.
The Brian we knew in Rio was a man
of many parts, all of them good. We
remember Brian the Patriot, rabblerousing on behalf of the Royal Society
of St. George, with his fiendish
Treasure Hunts that sent his friends
far and wide, and then back to the
bar for a jar.
We remember Brian the Standard
Bearer, highly visible in his many
roles in the Royal British Legion,
into which he infused new life and
enthusiasm.
Who could forget Brian the Skipper,
at home with all things nautical?
Brian the Host was generous and
fun-loving.
But best of all was probably Just
Brian, sitting with Tricia at his home
table at Mab’s Bar on Copacabana
beach, being himself.
If you were Brian Brown, being
yourself was a fine, fine thing to
be. Saudades, mate, and thanks for
everything, from Rio, with love”.

In 1984, Marion who frequently
directed the American Society’s
charitable activities, was the richlydeserved recipient of the Ralph
Greenberg Award, granted by the
Society to honor the outstanding
achievements of a resident American
who has unselfishly contributed
time and effort for the good of the
community. After receiving this
award, he chaired the committee to
select future winners for a quarter
century.
At his funeral service, held on May 14th
at the Instituto Central do Povo, at the
foot of the Morro da Providência near
the Cidade do Samba, the chapel was
filled to overflowing with mourners. It
was no surprise. This lifelong Methodist
(who was not an ordained minister)
never just preached his faith; rather,
he lived it. His quiet, unpretentious
and gentle manner touched and lifted
up the lives of thousands of people. Yet
he’d likely demur were one to suggest
that he was doing anything special,
anything other than making decency,
kindness and compassion manifest in
this world.
Marion Washington Way, Jr. was born
on December 29, 1930 and raised in
Charleston, SC, where, as he recalled
it, there was never a time when he was
not involved in the Methodist Church.
An early indication of the life to which
he would dedicate himself can be
seen in the examples of his childhood
heroes – theologian, philosopher,
and medical missionary, Albert
Schweitzer; Methodist missionary and
anti-McCarthyite crusader, Bishop A.
Bromley Oxnam; and missionary E.
Stanley Jones.

Between his upbringing and his
church’s initiatives, he was inspired to
follow a path devoted to helping others.
This, following an undergraduate
degree from The College of Charleston,
led him to further studies at the United
Methodist Church’s Scarritt College
for Christian Workers in Nashville,
TN, whose curriculum was focused on
missionary training for the laity. It was
there that Marion met his future wife,
the former Anita Scott Betts.

A Tribute

A Tribute

Born in landlocked Nottinghamshire,
at the age of fifteen Brian decided
to run away to sea and thus began
a successful, rewarding career in the
Royal Navy. Unsurprisingly, Brian’s
technical skills were soon recognised
and at the age of twenty-one he
qualified as a Mechanical Engineer.
Transferring to submarines, he
became the youngest no badge Petty
Officer since the war, and worked up
through the ranks becoming a Chief
Mech., the first man to hold two
warrants before becoming an officer
at just thirty six.

A PALPABLE SANCTITY:
MARION WAY
(1930 - 2013)

Brian often felt the urge to go
down to the sea, but it was never a
lonely one for him. Surrounded by
kindred spirits, and crates of beer,
he would skipper Seymour Marvin’s
famous schooner, the Dona Panela,
on overnight fishing trips. Few fish
were under threat on these jaunts,
but there were high jinks aplenty,
and that particular bond that links
men at sea was renewed time after
time.

Upon graduation, Marion had plans to
return to the then Portuguese colony
of Angola, where he had performed
missionary service, while Anita
planned to go back to Brazil, where
she had grown up. However, their
relationship blossomed and they wed,
honeymooning in Rio in August 1957.
Thereafter, the couple resolved to travel
together to Angola. From then onward
Marion said he “felt the call.”
The next three years in Angola were,
by his own reckoning, the “most
tumultuous” of his life. The early to
mid-1960s was the most intense period
of decolonization in Africa. Running
counter to the movement for freedom,
Portugal was brazenly asserting that it
“had been in Angola for 500 years” and
would “stay another 500.” Nevertheless,
a popular uprising began in 1961 and,
as most of its leaders were educated
in the Protestant missionary schools
there, the Portuguese government
blamed “subversive missionaries” for
“inspiring” the revolt.
This spurred a backlash against the
missionaries themselves. Many went
into hiding or fled the country, as
they were being targeted for arrest,
harassment, torture and even death.
On one such occasion, the minister
who had baptized the Way’s eldest
daughter was beaten and killed by a
mob. Regardless, Marion and Anita
stayed.

Marion at work

That was 1962.
For the next fifty years, one could
hardly mention Marion’s name without
including the ICP. The two were
inseparably intertwined.
While details could be offered here
of his selfless, humble devotion to
improving the lives of those less
fortunate, we recommend you read a
piece from Pastor Kevin K. Wright’s
Reveye blog. Posted just a few days
before Marion’s passing is a beautifully
moving tribute to Marion’s work at
the ICP, called “The Saint Who Made
Soup” (http://kevinkimwright.blogspot.
com.br/2013/05/the-saint-who-madesoup.html).
Marion Way saw great nobility in
service and, in so doing, ennobled
those he served, the community in
which he lived and, indeed, himself.

Eventually, Marion was arrested. After
three months of imprisonment in a
Luanda prison, the authorities expelled
him from the country.

Marion is survived by his wife, Anita,
and their two daughters, Evelyn and
Virginia; their son, Steven; and three
grandchildren.

Upon returning home to Charleston,
Marion describes how his reading the
biography of the Rev. Hugh Clarence
Tucker was “a religious experience.”
In 1906, in Rio de Janeiro’s first favela,
Tucker had founded the Instituto
Central do Povo (ICP), Brazil’s first
social service organization. Marion and
Anita visited the institute and decided
that they would dedicate themselves to
the good works being accomplished
there.
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Calendar

JUNE

NOVEMBER

02 Brazil vs England, Maracanã
08 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party, Jubilee Hall
11 RIS last day of classes
11 InC Cafezinho Doctors Series
13 InC Thursty Thursday, Si Señor!
15-30 Confederations Cup across Brazil
18 InC Cafezinho Domestic Servants Law
19 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana
20 InC Speaker Series, Midrash
21 EARJ last day of classes
22 InC Gourmet Cooking Class
23 InC Sunday Sunset on Barra Beach
27 OLM last day of classes
28 TBS last day of classes
29 InC Wine and Cheese, Zona Sul

01 AmSoc Halloween Party
08 RBL Gala Poppy Ball
10 RBL Remembrance Service (CC)
15 Proclamation of Republic, national holiday

JULY

Every Tuesday morning:
WDA make marmalade, chutney

03-07 FLIP in Paraty
10 WDA Jumble Sale, Christ Church Botafogo, 10 am
17 Canadian Happy Hour, Copacabana
23–29 Catholic World Youth Day in Rio
AUGUST
17 AmSoc Mexican Night
19 SCM Concert, Mendelssohn, Christ Church 8 pm
21 InC Taste of Rio
OCTOBER
05 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo)
05 Taste of Rio
19 SAS Caledonian Ball

Letters
Teresópolis Golf Clube

DECEMBER

I suggest that some kind of procedural veracity check be put
in place at the Umbrella to ensure that more contentious
assertions, such as the one made in the BCS Chairman’s
report, are looked into before publication.

01 AmSoc Thanksgiving Lunch
05 TBS Carol Service (CC & Jubilee Hall)
07 WDA bazaar (Jubilee Hall)
09 SCM concert (CC)
14 BCS Christmas Party (Jubilee Hall)
15 Carols by Candlelight CC
16 SCM Sing-along Messiah (CC)
25 Christmas – Family Communion CC

Every Tuesday morning:
InC morning cafézinhos
Every Tuesday evening:
SAS Scottish Dancing @ Paissandu (April-October)
Every Second and Third Thursday:
InC evening events
Every Third Wednesday
Canadian Happy Hour @ Amir
*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):
AmSoc = American Society
BCS = British and Commonwealth
CC = Christ Church
EARJ = American School
InC = International Club of Rio
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School
RBL = Royal British Legion
RIS = Rio International School
SAS = St. Andrews Society
SCM = Society of Choral Music
TBS = The British School
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

members of his family. The Masonic donation was used to
help rebuild homes and to replace lost essentials like ovens,
beds and cooking utensils.

I would also suggest that linguistic political correctness,
thought to be excessive by some in the past, is mostly
considered common sense today and should be adopted
as a rule of thumb by The Umbrella. I do think the term
Chairman, even if used by the Society itself, is somewhat
sexist, especially considering that the Chair has been
occupied by women:
Dear Editors,
Ref: BCS Extra, Chairman’s Report, Umbrella of May, 2013.
The report has a very serious error which I believe should
be corrected. As one of the people responsible for the
Teresópolis Golf Club (TGC) recovery project, I can
unequivocally testify that the R$20.000 donated by the
Masons to Teresópolis flood relief was most definitely not
used to restore any aspect of the Teresópolis golf course.
The extensive repairs and rebuilding at TGC cost over
R$ 300.000, all of which was raised through donations by
individuals, golf events and extra member contributions. The
Masons (namely Colin Foster and Peter Bodman-Morris)
were very diligent in ensuring that the funds they provided
to Teresópolis flood relief were used exclusively to benefit
affected individuals and their families. Some of the people
helped by the funds were employees or caddies of TGC, but
the club itself received not one centavo. One caddie lost eight

“The term chair is sometimes used in lieu of chairman, in
response to criticisms that using chairman is sexist. It is
commonly used today, and has been used as a substitute
for chairman since the middle of the 17th century, with
its earliest citation in the Oxford English Dictionary dated
1658-9, only four years after the first citation for chairman.”
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chairman.
Keep up the otherwise excellent work!
Best regards,
Philip Healey

DEADLINE

for our July 2013 issue
is Monday, 17th June

Classified ads
SERVICES

Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.
experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. BrazilianBritish CLINICAL Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF
arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS • bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by phone (21) 9966.9494
or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com
Expat Psychology RJ – Dr. Niamh Whiriskey (MSC, PHD), Clinical
psychologist providing phychological services to the English
Speaking Community of Rio. Registered in Ireland & Brazil (CRP
43088) Appointment by phone: 21 2832700 or e-mail – info@expatpsychologyrj.com

REAL ESTATE
Rent – Apartment in the Barra  (Jardim Oceânico) – Three bedrooms, sea view living room. Fully furnished, including AC
units. Elisabeth (61) 9928 5868 or André (21) 2537 4279. E-mail:
s.elisabeth12@gmail.com
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QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PARTY
8 JUNE 2013
JUBILEE HALL – Rua Real Grandeza 99
from 4 pm till 8 pm with the presence of
HMG Consul-General Paula Walsh
MC: Rev Ben Phillips
4:00 pm - Party starts! Children's Games in the Sports Patio
- Children Fancy Dress Competition (Prince and Princess), prize awarded
to winner
5:00 pm - Anne Phillips Special High Tea served for Adults
Soft drinks with sandwiches for the children
5:15 pm - Coronation ceremony for Winners of the Fancy Dress conducted by “Right
Honourable Clergy” in a Special Gold Robe.
5:45 pm - Children's Raffle
6:00 pm - Speeches and Bouquets of Flowers given in thanks to Special helpers
6:30 pm - Champagne and 'Loyal toast to the Queen' proposed by Consul-General
followed by ‘God Save the Queen’ (young Choir led by Jo Philips, Martin
on the piano, all present join in)
7:00 pm - HMG Consul-General Paula Walsh cuts the special Birthday cake with
logistical support from Anne Phillips
7:30 pm - Party ends, thanks to all!
ENTRY FEES: Members R$30; Non-Members R$50; Children and Youngsters up to 18 years
old FREE ENTRY

Sponsored by:

The British and Commonwealth Society of Rio de Janeiro

