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FROM THE EDITOR

LIFE… OR DEATH?
JACK WOODALL
This season of Lent is the time of year
when the Christian church turns its attention to death, before the glory of the resurrection at Easter; it is also the time
North of the Tropic of Cancer when the
creatures that hibernate are hiding from
the winter, the bats in their caves, the
bears in their lairs, and the seeds are
waiting in the ground for a touch of
warmth before springing to life.
The world has had an unhealthy fascination with death since Biblical times and
before. The Jewish Torah and Christian
Old Testament are full of gory stories of
battles and slaying. So are the Norse
sagas, and the chronicles of tribes and
nations the world over. Now look at the
daily papers and TV news – nothing but
death and destruction on the roads, serial killings, mass murders, wars, hurricanes, tsunamis and earthquakes. Why?
Because that’s what sells papers – we
have a morbid interest in those stories.
We can’t help natural catastrophes, but
can’t anything be done about the cashing in on death by the pop scene, and its
avid consumption by the youth of today?
A London band called After Death was on
a 24-show tour of Brazil earlier this year
with the American band Masters of Hate.

That kind of news doesn’t make me
proud to be British – or American (I am
both) -- just sad that there is a big
enough following of bands with names
like that in the UK, USA and here to justify a tour. In a macabre sidelight, the
British band couldn’t finish the tour
because two of its
five members
drowned off the Orla da Atalaia beach in
Aracajú, Sergipe, the beach that was listed last year as the fourth most dangerous in Brazil.
The American TV evangelist Pat
Robertson predictably pronounced the
Haiti earthquake the result of a pact with
the Devil. More to be feared are the
words of the Muslim fundamentalist
imam who opined “There is no doubt
who will win (the battle between the
Muslim and Christian faiths), because
they are a culture of life and we are a
culture of death!” Fundamentalists of
both faiths believe they have a divine
right to slaughter the members of the
other. But have you ever heard of a
Christian suicide bomber?
Historically, the tide of victory has
swayed back and forth between Christian
and Muslim. The Ottoman empire once
spread as far west as the border of
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Portugal, witness the wonderfully decorated historic mosques in Spain, a conquest achieved with bloodshed on a
scale not seen since the Mongol hordes
swept Eurasia, topped only centuries
later by supposedly civilised Hitler and
Stalin. Compare 7 million Christians
slaughtered in Spain alone by the Turks
with not even one million Muslims killed
in all the Crusades put together. It is
swaying again now.
In recent decades there has, however,
been a decreasing tolerance for military
deaths in the democratic West. Since
the reaction against the huge US troop
losses in Viet Nam, the deaths of 241 US
servicemen killed by a suicide bomb in
1983 led to the pull-out of all US troops
in Lebanon, and the 18 American troops
killed in “Black Hawk Down”, Somalia in
1993, led to a US pull-out from that
country. British troop losses since the
start of the wars in Iraq (179 to midFebruary this year) and Afghanistan
(264), (though trivial in comparison with
the 2,538 people killed on Britain’s
roads -- an average of 7 deaths a day - in 2008 alone), are forcing our withdrawal from those countries too. British
attempts to subdue Afghanistan in the
19th century also failed. Perhaps we
should just let its tribes revert to killing
each other rather than our young men
and women, and bomb suspected Al
Queida training camps there from pilotless drones – the West’s answer to suicide bombers.
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BRITISH LORDS IN CANTAGALO
Source: Press O ffice, British
Consulate, Rio

The MPs visited São Paulo and
Brasília before the final stopover in
Rio, where they met executives from
the energy sector and climbed the
Cantagalo favela for an close-up look
into the social programme spearheaded by Criança Esperança in the recently pacified community. There they
were greeted by youngsters who are

british delegation with children of criança esperança

already reaping the benefits of the
social project inside the favela, and
toured facilities including libraries,
classrooms and a football field where
students learn the importance of values like discipline and team work
through sports.

Mark Hendrick summarized the group’s
feeling by saying the trip had exceed
their expectations: “For myself and other
members who have not been to Brazil
before it has been a real eye-opener,
because we can see the progress that is
being made here”, said the MP.

Consulate

A British Inter-Parliamentary Union
delegation visited Brazil in February
to discuss issues including climate
change, economic growth, energy and
the Olympic host-to-host relationship
between both countries. Four members of the House of Commons and
two of the House of Lords integrated
the group, which was led by Mark
Hendrick, MP, chairman of the UKBrazil Friendship Committee in
Westminster.

WANTED: MEMORIES
This year we celebraTe The 70Th ANNIvERSARy Of ThE BCS!
There will be special commemoraTive ediTions of The Umbrella & The yearbook. i am
looking for memories of special bcs evenTs in The pasT. please send To
<the.umbrella@terra.com.br>. - ed.
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cachoeira inn, búzios

AroundRio
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rio Times online website

• Rio Times Online is a new English language weekly newspaper on the internet (its 50th edition came out last
month), carrying news and views
about Rio and Brazil. Editor Stone
Korshak, a native of Vermont who
moved to New York to work in advertising, fell in love with Rio on a visit a
few years ago and comes back here
every year. He designed the attractive
website himself and oversees a constantly changing stable of volunteer
writers and interns who produce the
topical copy (BCS member Mike
Royster, “The Curmudgeon”, has a
column in it). Beyond keeping up
with local events, The Rio Times also
covers issues of specific interest to foreign nationals here. Its mission is to
provide the community with local
information and improve their understanding of the Marvellous City. Worth
a visit at <http://riotimesonline.com/>
• Congratulations
to
long-time
BCS
stalwart
Bob Towersey,
who celebrated
his 90th birthday in January.
Bob has been
involved with
bob Towersey
the Niteroi Rest
Home and the Masons for years, and is
now taking on the role of raconteur of
historical events involving the British
community in Rio for The Umbrella.
Many happy returns!
• BCS member Ewa Procter has had a
play published in Rio. On 24th Feb
the book I Ciclo De Leituras Chiquinha
Gonzaga, consisting of eight plays for
the theatre (all in Portuguese) written
by members of the Instituto Cultural

Chiquinha
Gonzaga, was
launched. All of
them had been
given dramatized readings
at the Teatro
Princesa Izabel,
chiquinha gonzaga
Rio de Janeiro,
in July and August, 2009.
• Ken Light’s
award-winning
book, A viagem
maritima
da
família real: a
transferrência da
corte portuguesa
para o Brasil, is
now available
in English as
The Saving of an
Empire: Transfer of Portugal's Court and
Capital to Brazil, 1808. Read what the
reviewers say: “The long awaited book
by Kenneth Light reconstructs, for the
first time, the adventures of the
Portuguese court on their crossing the
Atlantic on their way to Brazil.
Dedicated researcher, he spent a
decade collecting original documents
in order to be able to narrate this
event that changed the history of these
two countries... In an area covered in
quicksands such as this, that generates
so much controversy, Light stands out
by offering clear interpretations [and]
explanations without making obvious
judgments; he exemplifies and
answers questions.
• Gerry Eigen, AmSoc VP, won the
BCS Christmas Party raffle prize of two
nights for two at the Cachoeira Inn,
Buzios. He writes “Henriette and I
wanted to thank the BCS and its members for the wonderful opportunity

afforded us through the Christmas raffle prize, to wit, the visit to the
Cachoeira Inn in Buzios. The Inn is
truly a magical place, exactly as
described in their brochure. From the
moment that we walked through the
front gate, were greeted by Susan and
led to a welcoming caipirinha, we knew
that we were in for a treat. The Inn is
a wonderful combination of Asian and
Brazilian motifs, with gorgeous sea
views from their luxurious rooms.
With a multitude of pools and spas so
well integrated into the landscape that
one might think that they had been
there all the time and all they needed
was a little enhancement to stand out
from the terraced landscape. Finally, I
would be remiss not to mention our
hosts, Susan and Matt Marshall. Two
more friendly, pleasant and helpful
people, in or out of the hotel business
would be hard to find, they are a
delight.”

pancakes at christ church vicarage

• The Christ Church annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Day party was held at
the Vicarage on 16th February. Stacks
of pancakes prepared by the Weller
family were consumed by those who
attended on that hot evening, with an
enormous choice of toppings brought
by the guests, including traditional
lemon and sugar for the Brits, traditional Maple syrup for the Americans,
melted Roquefort cheese, curried eggplant, Nutella, honey, you name it.
The children, in between dips in the
pool in the garden, competed to break
last year’s record of downing 12 pancakes each. A welcome visitor was a
British Navy sailor referred by Missions
to Seamen UK.

rice’n’beans on stage

• Rice’n’ Beans will be serving up their
bunfight in the 80’s: martin hester, vicky verdin, carol mcdavit, chris hieatt and mr stenzel.

AroundRio

musical feast on Saturday 13th March
at Espaço Rio Carioca, Laranjeiros, at
8:30pm. Mark and Peter will be joined
once again by Christine McNeal (violin) and Rob Lees (Acoustic bass).
The band will play original songs from
their recently-launched CD along with
a few of their favourite MPB tunes.
Tickets (R$20) can only be purchased
on the door, but reservations can be
made by contacting the venue on
2225-7332. For more details visit
<www.ricenbeans.info> or
<www.espacoriocarioca.com.br>.
• Bunfight in Leblon. It has become a
tradition with certain of Carol
McDavit’s voice students to get together for a meal whenever there is something to celebrate. No one is quite sure
when the first bunfight was held, but it
was around 25 years ago, and apart
from those who have left Brazil, like
Vicki Verdin, the group still gets
together on special occasions.
Recently Janice Hazlehurst visited Rio
with her recently acquired husband,
Steve, and this was a great occasion for
a reunion, and the group got together

bunfight at nam Thai, dec 2009: chris & audrey hieatt, kristine stenzel, marcia fialho (top), steve,
Janice, carol and martin (bottom)

at the Nam Thai restaurant in Leblon.
One photo shows the core group plus
visitors. The other photo is one of the
originals, year unspecified. The gatherings are called “bunfights” at the
suggestion of one of the Brits in the
group, as this is not a common word in
the USA. If you would like a definition
of a bunfight, there are dozens on
Google.
• Paul Delaney passed away in October

last year [see his obituary in The
Umbrella, Nov.2009, p.17]. His ashes
were spread at sea in the Bay on
Wednesday 3rd March from a
saveiro, in Saco-do-Céu where Paul
wanted his ashes scattered.
There were refreshments on board,
and on the way back a stop was
made for lunch at a restaurant nearby,
followed by a cruise around the bay
before heading back before dark.

advertise in The Umbrella! call the bcs office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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TEA AT THE CONSULATE
photos by fernanda gomes

Despite the cold morning on 22nd August last year, it was
easy to tell that it was a special day. It was finally the day
for the afternoon tea. Everyone at ACER was looking nice
and working hard to make sure the tea went as planned.

Worthy Causes

The tea was only possible due to the effort of the Friends
of ACER. At 15:00 we were warmly welcomed by the British
Consul General, Martin Raven, and his wife Philippa at
the Consul's official residence in Saõ Paulo. There were
biscuits, sandwiches, cakes and traditional sweets on the
beautifully set table -- all made with a great deal of effort
and expense.
ACER was represented by four young people, who told a
story about friendship that was interactive with the guests.
They played percussion and were applauded at the end.
The sound track was provided by a string quintet called
Fortissimo form a home called Lar Tia Edna.

organisers of the Tea party (alison steel, ane-marie harris, philippa raven,
karen duncan, carolyn lindsey, rhonda, debbie mackenzie e rosalind
barnes)

As the event was coming to an end at 6 pm, there was a
prize draw of tickets to various Brazilian destinations,
accommodation in luxury hotels and other items. The
tea was closed with words of thanks from the Consul and
from ACER's General Secretary, Jonathan Hannay.
All of the funds raised by the event were given to ACER.
"As well as raising funds, the tea also brought new partners to the organisation. It will help ensure that the community work continues to provide children and young
people in Diadema SP with a safe, healthy and educational environment." said Consul Raven.

What is ACER?

philippa raven, martin raven, yvonne slezynger and Jonathan hannay,
acer director.

ACER - Associação de Apoio à Criança em Risco, has the mission of rescuing the dignity of children and young people
by promoting the transformation of the social environment.
Since January 2008, Eriberto Miguel dos Santos, 23, better known as Beto, has been a social educator at ACER.
Trying to summarize the 101 activities of an educator, he
explains he is responsible for facilitating the social development of children, young people and their families. He
does this through home visits, providing orientation,
helping with school work and through individual conversations with teachers and guardians.
Beto discovered ACER when he was just an 11 year old
child. He heard about it from his friends who came to the
organisation and participated in the sports and cultural
events. Both the work of the NGO and the Hip Hop
group he participated in were what gave Beto his interest
in social work from an early age. "The fact that I participated in and carried out cultural activities that were
linked to Hip Hop helped me to develop a more critical
awareness. Because I participated in the activities offered
by ACER, it increased my desire to work in the social
arena", he says.
He is the Master of Ceremonies of the rap group
Ornamentais. He says that working at ACER helped him
mature, helped him to become more organised and more
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acer children performance

sensitive to those around him, as well as enabling him to
be an agent for transformation for many people.
ACER - Associação de Apoio à Criança em Risco
Telefones: (11)4049-1888/4049-6684
email: <yuri@acerbrasil.org.br>
www.acerbrasil.org.br -- www.youtube.com/Acerbrasil
Rua João Antonio de Araújo, 427, Eldorado,
CEP: 09972-001 - Diadema/SP – Brasil
Source: ACER Newsletter, Year 4, edition 36, September 2009

COMMONWEALTH YOUTH SUMMITS
These offer a unique opportunity for
young people to have their say. Taking
place in cities across the British Isles,
each Youth Summit will bring together
120 young people aged 14-17.

After each Summit, a group of
delegates will attend the National
Youth Summit in London, where they'll
have the opportunity to represent
everyone who took part and put your
views forward to senior members of
the Commonwealth and the UK
government. For more information
go to <www.thercs.org/youth/summits>.

Commonwealth Essay
Competition
Every year, this competition inspires
thousands of young writers from all
over the world. Organised by the
Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS),
this international youth writing
contest has been running for over 100
years - the world's oldest and largest and is a highly regarded and popular
international education project.
Open to all Commonwealth citizens
aged 18 or under, the Essay
Competition offers young people the
opportunity to make their voice heard
on a global platform, encouraging
students to engage with issues which
are important to them. In line with
the theme for Commonwealth Day,
the theme for the competition will
also be ‘Science, Technology and
Society.’
Topics for 2010 are:
1. What technological invention(s)
would most improve life in your
community?
2. The mad scientist.
3. What positive steps can you or I start
to take to tackle climate change?
4. The day the computer started
misbehaving.
5. "Science never solves a problem
without creating ten more." (George
Bernard Shaw)
6. An adventure in space.

The Essay Competition deadline for
2010 is 1st May. The RCS will accept
entries starting on Commonwealth
Day via online application through
the RCS website and will also accept
entries by post. Please do not email
them. Full terms and conditions for
entry
can
be
found
on
<www.thercs.org/youth/essaycompetition>.

Commonwealth Vision
Awards
These awards promote exellence in
filmmaking across the Commonwealth. Launched in May 2001 as a joint
venture of the Royal Commonwealth
Society and the Commonwealth Broadcasting Association, they were designed
to encourage creative filmmaking on
developmental themes, particularly
relating to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), by young,
actual and prospective filmmakers in
the Commonwealth.
Applicants from rich and poor, large
and small countries alike, submit
story-board ideas in either written,
picture or short film format, on a
topic linked to the Commonwealth
theme.
To allow as many young people from
all around the Commonwealth as
possible to enter, your short films can
also be submitted on YouTube or by
post.
We
are
also
actively
encouraging entrants who are under
18 years old to enter from 2010!
Hundreds of applicants from film
schools, colleges and aspiring
individual film-makers are received
each year.
Prizes for the Vision Awards will
include a 1st Prize in the 18-30 year
old category of £2,000. The RCS will
also endeavour to fly a selection of
winners to London for a series of
workshops, meetings and a Gala
Awards Ceremony in October.
Winners will receive their prizes at the
high-profile Gala Dinner at The
Commonwealth Club in London in
October 2010.

Commonwealth Photographic
Awards
These awards began in 1999 under
the joint leadership of the Commonwealth Press Union and the Commonwealth Broadcasting Association.
Open to all from, or resident in,
Commonwealth countries, this inspiring
photographic prize celebrates the
ways in which young people from all
backgrounds across the Commonwealth, from different races, creeds,
cultures and ways of life, see
themselves and others.
Prizes for the Photographic Awards
will include a top prize of £500 plus
photographic equipment and internships at newspapers around the Commonwealth. The RCS will also endeavour
to fly a selection of winners to London for
a series of workshops, meetings and a
Gala Awards Ceremony in October.

Commonwealth

Participants will play the role of a
Commonwealth Prime Minister,
President, Foreign Minister or
journalist and will come together to
debate global issues, such as health,
education and poverty. It will be your
responsibility to stand up for your
country, make your voice heard and
reach a consensus for the benefit of all
– just like in the real Commonwealth!

7. What is knowledge? Who owns it?
How can it best be taught or
transmitted?
8. A 'eureka' moment.
9. Is your generation wiser than your
grandparents' generation?
10. Welcome to my Utopia!

Photos for the 2010 Awards must be
connected to the Commonwealth
theme for the year - Science, Technology and Society. Entrants will be
asked on their entry forms for up to 500
words describing why the photograph
is relevant to the annual theme.
Although online digital entries through
the photosharing website 'Flickr' will
be encouraged, participants will also
be able to enter by sending in hard
copy prints. All entries will be posted
openly online so that they can be
viewed internationally. Applications
will open from Commonwealth Day,
the 8th March.
Winners will be decided through a
mixture of online recommendations
by the general public and final
judging by a panel of international
photographers.
The
winning
photographs will be exhibited in the
RCS'
art
gallery
in
the
Commonwealth Club and other
exhibition spaces around the
Commonwealth,
and
will
be
distributed worldwide through print
and electronic media houses.
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CHRIST CHURCH

Visitors
DAVID WELLER
We had a surprise visitor to the Vicarage
garden the other morning. A baby Gambá
[opossum] was outside the lounge window
and seemed as amazed to see us, as we
were to see him. We’ve since learnt that
there is a family of them living in one of
the trees on the site, but they only come
out late at night. Perhaps the little one we
saw had forgotten that.

Ipanema to Copacabana, they broke
dozens of girls’ hearts and returned to the
UK bronzed and in need of some considerable sleep.

The Gambá was just one of a long line of
visitors whose company we’ve enjoyed
recently. Around the same time Dan and
Tim arrived – they’d found us via the website – and were in Rio to do a sponsored
run up Corcovado before staying on to
enjoy Rio at Carnival time. Dan is in the
British Navy, Tim a business man and they
quickly proved to be some of the most
entertaining visitors we have ever had.
Tim gave Rachel basketball lessons in the
playground, Dan gave us advice about fitness and both regaled us with some wonderful stories about their travels. I think
they frequented every bloco going from

In the Bible we read that Jesus had
nowhere to lay his head – in other words
once his ministry started he had no home
to stay in unless he was offered hospitality.
He became a visitor and guest in the
homes of the prayerful and the godly and
the sinner too. He was even criticized for
accepting hospitality by those who had
failed to open their own homes themselves.

Tim and Dan stayed with us at our invitation, in doing so they enriched our lives.
Rachel was in tears when they left, but we
hope to see them both again one day.

In the final book of the Bible there’s a
lovely verse that says this “Here I am, I stand
at the door and knock, if anyone hears my voice,
and opens the door, I will come in.” Those of

you familiar with the world of art will
know Holman Hunt’s fabulous painting
depicting this promise. Christ not only
enriches our lives, but changes them.
The Christ who comes in, stays, and
there are no sad farewells.
In this season of Lent to the prayerful,
the godly and the sinner alike I would
say, make that choice to open the door
of your life too.
Every blessing,
Rev. David
Family Barbecue - Christ Church is holding a
barbecue and get-together for congregation
and visitors at Jon & Vicki’s home in Recreio on
Saturday, 27th March, 12 noon-6pm. RSVP to
Karen at Christ Church office, 2226-7332, for
the address and to say whether you will bring
a salad or dessert.

Easter 2010 at Christ Church
Sunday 28th March

Thursday 1st April
Friday 2nd April
Sunday 4th April

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Palm Sunday Family Communion
Recall the humble entry of Christ into Jerusalem and receive a palm cross as we begin Holy Week
7.30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Informal Holy Communion
9.00 a.m. Good Friday Service
Reflect on and remember the sacrifice of Christ
8.00 a.m. Easter Sunday Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Easter Sunday Family Communion
Celebrate the resurrection of Christ and the gift of eternal life He offers us.

ALL WELCOME
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
Across: 1 - Patrol route (4); 2 - Attach to (5); 5 - Surname of late actor George
(4); 9 - Distinctive (11); 11 - Jobs to do (5); 12 - Warrior type statesman (9);
13 - Jigsaw tool product (8); 15 - Mechanical fixing pin (6); 18 - In recent times
(6); 19 - Farinha de milho (4,4); 21 - Slow, slow, quick-quick slow dance (9);
22 - Not body-hugging (5); 23 - Makes you spit (11); 24 - Twixt hook and
sinker (4); 25 - Cooking glassware (5); 26 - Small island (4) Down: 1 - Pleasing
to sight or mind; 3 - Preface (8); 4 - Medical trainee (6); 6 - Surname of UK
revolting peasant (5); 7 - Put up in church (4); 8 - Eighth part negro (8); 9
- Post-dinner treat (7,4); 10 - C lass between Light Welterweight and Super
Featherweight (11); 14 - Looked after (4-4); 16 - Involves passing the baton
(5-4); 17 - Ambiguous legal clause (8); 20 - Thickset (6); 21 - Produces small
eggs for cocktail parties (5); 22 - Blow the gaff (4)
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corners
and more...

enjoy some friendly American true
country music. Location: Drink Cafe Parque dos Patins - Lagoa Rodrigo
de Freitas From 7pm. See the RCT
website at:
<http://s1.webstarts.com/rivercountrytrio
/contact.html>

25th Feb. -- InterNations Get
Together
InterNations is a group of expatriates
and locals. This group is present in
more than 150 countries. Their
meeting happens once a month.
Location: Bar dos Descasados –
Hotel Santa Tereza, Rua Almirante
Alexandrino, 660 Santa Teresa - Rio
de Janeiro
Phone: 21 2222-2755 More info:
<acarvalho04@yahoo.com.br>

The yale University whiffenpoofs

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
The Whiffenpoofs, the worldrenowned Yale University 14-man a
capella choir, described in their
theme song as Gentlemen Songsters
out on a Spree, have sung for and
before the crème de la crème for over
100 years in such places as Carnegie
Hall, the White House and similar
venues, and in over 40 foreign
countries. The BCS and Harvard/
Yale/Princeton/Oxford & Cambridge
alumni are jointly sponsoring a
concert by them in the Jubilee Hall,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, on
Friday 19th March at 7pm. There
will be an open bar. Entrance R$20
per head, discounted to R$20 per
couple – bring a friend!” Please
RSVP to Gaynor at the BCS office,
2537-6695.
Commonwealth Day 2010
Party This will be a wine and
cheese party, to which Commonwealth diplomats in Brazil have
been invited. It is being held
midweek because we have been
told that suits them better than a
weekend affair. We hope the ver y
simpatica
Ambassador
from
Trinidad and Tobago, will again
be able to grace us with her
presence. It will be on Wedneday
31st March at 7pm in the Jubilee
Hall, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo. Entrance (with one
free drink) R$20 for Members,
R$30 for Non-members. Please
RSVP to Gaynor at the BCS
office, 2537-6695.

10

FUTURE EVENTS

AMERICAN SOCIETY
PAST EVENTS

6th March -- Social &
Business Networking Event

26th Feb. -- Happy Hour Drink Café

A group of 500 English-speaking
people who live in or visit Rio de
Janeiro is hosting this meeting.
<www.meetup.com/riodejaneirobrazilpro
perties>
Bring your business cards, bring your
English- speaking friends, and come
meet some other Americans, Europeans, Brazilians, and internationals
who are looking to make friends!

Arranged by American Society
veteran Peter Warner. Known for its
intuitive vocal harmonies and
authentic arrangements of traditional
American Country music, the River
Country Trio with Bruce Henri is an
authentic American country music
group. All Americans, the Trio plays
a mix of Traditional, Bluegrass and
Gospel music.The Trio is the result
of the collaboration of two longtime
business partners and best friends,
Steve Yolen and Peter Warner. In
early 2007, Tony Lupidi got together
with Peter and Steve and began working
out three-part vocal harmonies and
musical arrangements for banjo,
guitar and mandolin. Shortly
thereafter, Bruce Henri joined the
Trio. A professional musician, Bruce
brought a solid foundation to the
Trio
with
his
exceptional
musicianship, creativity and upright
bass. The Trio is now known as the
River Country Trio with Bruce Henri.
All American Society members
wereinvited to gather round and

The event is taking place at the famous
Niemeyer ‘UFO’- style structure
located in Niteroi. The museum is
called the "MAC" - Museum of Contemporary Arts - lower level in the
"BISTRO" – Niteroi. Date: Saturday
6th March, 2pm until 5 or 6pm.
Please, RSVP through the group
website: <www.investmentsonthebeach>.

Summer Letter from the
President of AmSoc-Rio
"Summer" is almost over and life in
Rio really begins after Carnaval. In
the meantime, our Board of Governors has been diligently working
behind the scenes to map out the
best year possible for our members
and their families. We always
welcome your feedback so that we
can be the most dynamic organization possible. We thank new board
members Vanica Royster for organizing the annual carnaval party and
Christina Sawicky Mazurkevich who
has designed our new membership
and business cards.

We will soon be implementing our
new and improved website. It will
have informative features including
current events info, member recommended services, payment of dues,
activity schedules, etc. which will
facilitate your relationship with us.
We thank board member Steve Spencer
for being the lead person on this
project and his support team. I want to
personally thank Gerry Eigen, Morgan Ibewinin and David Huffard,
who are part of the Executive
Committee, for their efforts.
So are you ready to start having fun
and enhancing your life with AmSoc?
Our first member only event will be
our Potluck Dinner, which was a big
success last year as it is an excellent
opportunity to meet new people and
be reacquainted with friends.
This year committee members will be the
heart and soul of AmSoc and we welcome
you to join a committee of interest which
will be chaired by a board member.
We especially want this year's
America's Day event on Saturday
29th May to be the best one yet. We
would like to try some new ideas and
welcome your suggestions.

Our upcoming events are: a Pancake
Breakfast, our wonderful Speaker
Series, Happy Hours and opportunities to do charitable activities.
These will soon be posted on our
new website and e-news letter. As
always, we appreciate the continued
support of our sponsors and our
raffle prize donors.
We are proud of our Ambassador
Program which matches a new
member with our seasoned members
who offer to share their experiences
in Rio and make the transition to life
here easier.
It is our love of many things
American and at the same time
making a connection with our
Brazilian members and our host city
that makes our organization unique.
AmSoc Rio - exceeding our
members' expectations. What are
you waiting for?

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
Annual General Meeting:
With almost all of the committee away
on holidays, we haven’t been able to
set up any meeting yet to put dates to
events. The next committee meeting

will be on the 2nd March and the
AGM will be on the 16th March at
19:30hrs in the Paissandu Club.
Weekly sessions of Scottish country
dancing will commence at the
Paissandu Club from 6th April. We’re
still in the process of choosing a
suitable date and venue for the 2010
annual SAS x MOGA golf match.

4

corners

and more...

Once we have the calendar drawn
up, we’ll advertise it on the SAS site
<http://www.standrewrio.com.br>.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Annual General Meeting:
Please note revised dates for the RBL
– Rio Branch’s AGM, Tuesday 9th
March at 7pm in the Paissandú Club.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
General Meeting:
This was held on 26th February, at
the
Ipanema
Towers
Hotel.
Featured speaker was Dr. Daniel
Becker, a well-known paediatrician in
Rio, on “A New Vision of Health”.
He has developed a world famous
program in Community Health, with
widespread implementation today in
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150 favelas in Rio and other Brazilian
states. Dr. Becker founded the NGO
Centre for Health Promotion 18 years ago
and today partners with organizations
such as Unicef and WHO. His talk
proposed a new vision of health,
contributing to an understanding of
how our well being is deeply
connected to social, economic,
cultural and spiritual factors, inspiring
us to adopt new attitudes in our life,
individually and as members of our
various communities.

Once again, our target for the year is
to surpass the total amount of profit
made in 2009. For us to achieve this, a
lot of hard work and dedication will
be required in order to ensure
maximum return from our annual
Jumble Sale and the Christmas
Bazaar. Besides these two events, we
rely very much on the sales of our
marmalades, pickles and chutneys.
These products alone are respon-sible
for a large portion of the total
proceeds.

New Members’ Gathering:

Jumble Sale: Donations for this
event are received all the year round.
We are looking for household items
including ornaments, clothes, shoes,
handbags, toys, jigsaw puzzles, etc.
Donations can be delivered during
the week to Karen, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332 or to
the BCS secretary, Gaynor, tel 25376695, any time between 8.30am. and
4.30 pm. Please remember that
between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm. when
the school finishes, cars are not
allowed into the grounds.

March’s New Members’ Gathering
will take place on 2nd March at
10.00am at Maria’s home in Lagoa.
Please contact Maria to confirm you
attendance and receive directions:
<mariazinha_evans@hotmail.com>

Travel Tips:
Due to Carnaval and holidays, the
next Travel Tips Group Meeting will
be in April.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION

By the time you receive this month’s
edition of The Umbrella, the WDA
ladies will have returned to their
activities, full of enthusiasm and ready
to face the challenges of 2010.

12

New supplies of marmalades, lemon
curd, pickles and chutneys should be
available around the middle of
March. These products can be
purchased any day during the week
within office hours and especially on
Tuesday mornings or on Sunday
after the Church service. It would be
much appreciated if you could pass
the word around to your friends and
neighbours that these products are
available at very reasonable prices.

Christmas crackers: We are
pleased to inform you that all the

“experimental crackers” were sold.
What we need now is some feedback
from those of you who bought them.
Would you like to see them on the
shelves again this year? Any
comments or suggestions will be
most welcome. A short e-mail to
<olivearantes@terra.com.br> or a phone
call to her on 3396-8498, would be
much appreciated. We usually start
to make the crackers very early in the
year so if you could let us have your
opinion as soon as possible, it would
be much appreciated.
Thank you all for your continued
support

SCM
The SCM Easter concert, to be
held in Christ Church on 29th
March, starting at 8 pm, will pay
homage to two great British
composers, William Byrd (15431623) and Reginald Hunt (18911982). William Byrd produced an
enormous amount of sacred music,
including three masses, one of which
will be performed by the SCM
chamber choir. Reginald Hunt,
perhaps not so well known, was an
organist and composer, and the
piece to be performed by the SCM
main choir and soloists, accompanied by the organ, is called “The
Wondrous Cross”, a graphic tale of
Christ’s betrayal and suffering as he
was condemned and crucified.
Mixed in with the music are some
well known hymns, the original
intention
being
that
the
congregation sing along with the
choir.

SÃO PAULO GONE TO THE DOGS!
LULA MAY REED

Our faithful volunteers, about 40 people besides the
invaluable Scouts and Scoutas, kept the activities going
and the visitors happy with an individually catered bar.
The homemade special sandwiches, separately wrapped
and labeled, and tasty pies sold out completely. The hot
dogs with various toppings, handled by the Scouts and
Scoutas also sold out, and the sweet shop with hundreds
of brownies, cakes and cookies was cleared out fairly early.
The pickles and marmalade stall did a thriving business.
There was also handsome “jewelry” on sale.

The Associação de Amparo aos Animais thanks everyone for
their time and effort “above and beyond the call of duty”
and hopes that everyone who helped will know how much
we appreciate their support.
[From the Spotlight News Bulletin of the British &
Commonwealth Community Council, São Paulo. If there is any
interest in having a dog show in Rio, please let the BCS office
know: 2537-6695. – Ed.]

Pets Corner

The 15th August 2009, the Saturday of the 8th annual Pet
Show on the grounds of St. Paul’s Cathedral, was an
absolutely lovely day – cool, but with a bright sun – and
this contributed to it being one of the best Pet Shows ever!
The general coordinator, Luiz Pimentel, had everything
planned meticulously, and the master of ceremonies
Tommi Ahlgrimm covered all the bases and seemed to be
everywhere. There was a record turn out of supporters,
with about 75 dogs parading and a few more latecomers
who did not parade or get a diploma but swelled the
crowd. Three shelter puppies, two visitor puppies and
three kittens were adopted.

Familia Vende Tudo Menos o Cão offered all sorts of treasures
at give-away prices, and the raffle with its generous prizes
was a financial success. Several people made cash donations, as well as donations of raffle prizes, which were
much appreciated. The raffle first prize, a weekend for
two in Campos do Jordão, was kindly donated by St. Nicholas
School, which had visited the animal shelter on a school
excursion. Picadilly Turismo donated a round trip ticket
to Florianopolis, and there were other raffle prizes much
sought after. Many thanks to all the donors, boutiques and
restaurants.
After the Pet Parade, Bishop Roger Bird gave an ecumenical blessing of the animals present and all the animals in the world. This was followed by the Agility Show,
donated by Purina, which was enthusiastically applauded by all. After all the excitement, the outstanding
Scouts and Scoutas cleaned up and put everything away
so well that no one could guess that there had been an
event at all.
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ETHIOPIA IN THE COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM!
SUSAN BAEKELAND
Ethiopia is a very interesting country, very ancient. There
are a great many priests who walk about with embroidered
umbrellas over their heads. These are held by young boys.
The priests are richly dressed in yellow, red, white,
sometimes green and other colours, their robes often
embroidered in gold and silver thread.

Out of Africa

The currency in the Yemen used to be, and probably still
is, the Maria Theresa dollar, a large silver piece which is
specially minted. These make their way over the strait and
into Ethiopia where they were currency as well and are
made into crosses to wear around your neck or hold in
your hand as a processional item. They are also made, the
larger ones, in brass. The design is very intricate, almost
Celtic, although the religion is Christian Coptic. Some of
the neck-wearing crosses have long tails which end in a
tiny spoon. This is for cleaning you ears out.
Men are usually dressed in a white wrap-around cloth,
women in cloths of bright colours. They have some
churches which are hewn out of rock; the labour must
have been immense. They are highly decorated,
sometimes in a primitive fashion, sometimes similarly to
Russian icons. One can quite easily buy a painting on cloth
which may start with Adam and Eve and finish with Jacob's
ladder, each section outlined in red. I had a very good one
but I gave it to the Commonwealth Museum in Bristol,
UK. It used to be easy to buy hand written manuscripts (in
Amharic script which looks to me like Hebrew, but I may
be wrong) very well illustrated and bound in leather. I
also bought a bronze of a hyena which came out of a tomb
in Harrah, but that is in the Museum as well now.
They make a drink of fermented honey called tej. It is
quite good. Then there is the injera bread which is made
in large circles from the teff grain. This bread, which is grey
in colour and sour tasting, looks rather like Dunlopillow
very thinly rolled out. Meals in ordinary Ethiopian
restaurants are served by giving diners a circle of injera
bread and a small plate of some type of green spinach-like
vegetable, and a very hot red pepper stew of chicken,
sheep or goat, perhaps with chick peas in it. One eats it by
tearing off a piece of the bread and using that as a spoon.
Stew is called wat. They had a very similar type of stew in
the southern part of the Yemen, but they did not have this
excellent injera 'bread'. Fruit would be served as well, if
there was any.
Great flocks of Dorper and Persian fat-tail sheep used to
be driven through the capital, Addis Ababa, or just Addis
to the locals. The Dorper we had in Kenya, it has fur rather
than wool, while the Persian fat -tailed sheep stores fat in
its huge tail which it then uses as the camel does its hump
– they are very good dry weather sheep. Many horses,
often pulling small traps, and donkeys being used as pack
animals are all over the place, as these are the main
transport for the ordinary farmer. They have marvellous
embroidered trappings on their harness. I bought a
saddle with its cloth attached and it had raw-hide stirrups.
That is in the museum as well now.
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ethiopian temple

ethiopian orthodox priest

The country has spectacular scenery with, what looked
like to me, volcanic plugs just rising up out of the ground.
Many of these have religious buildings on the top and are
ascended to by ropes. How did they get up in the first
place? They imprisoned the last Emperor, Haile Selassi,
on one and starved him to death [there are conflicting
versions of where and how he died. – Ed.] The Danakil /Afar
depression is below sea level rather like the Dead Se, we
had a Desert Locust Patrol pilot who had to land for some
reason and was shot by the Danakil. A very dangerous
area, but Wilfred Thesiger, who was with locusts, went in
there exploring. He had some photographs showing the
sulphur, volcanic deposits. The whole area is very volcanic
in that depression and it is breaking away from Ethiopia
and will be flooded by the Red Sea eventually. There are
salt deposits down there. It is hotter than you can imagine,
but up in Addis and Eritrea the climate is very pleasant.
[Susan Baekeland was with the Desert Locust Patrol in its early
days, and has knocked around all over the world, finally settling
in France. She is a friend of the Commonwealth Museum’s
director. – Ed.]

DON’T FOOL WITH MOTHER NATURE!
JACK WOODALL
There seems to be general agreement that the three most
abundant pests on the face of the earth are humans, rats and
cockroaches, and that the world population of urban rats is
about the same as that of humans – over 6 billion.

Mother Nature had human population control all worked out
nicely until modern medicine stepped in and ruined everything. She had arranged for half the babies born to die of
childhood diseases before reaching 5 years of age, and one in
10 of their mothers to die in childbirth. Childhood vaccination
and antiseptic birthing changed all that. So then she struck
back and gave us Aids, but she made a mistake; Aids doesn’t kill
sexually active adults until they have had at least one child, and
not all the children of Aids mothers become infected, either
during birth or after being breast-fed, so there are still a lot of
survivors. Nature also arranged for women to stop being able
to conceive at a certain age, but now with hormone treatment
they can have children beyond age 60. However, that is so
expensive that it has a negligible effect on population growth.
Mother Nature has her own way of dealing with old people,
who consume a lot of the world’s resources without giving anything back – they are generally non-productive. She dulls their
vision and depth perception, making them more liable to trip,
fall and break something – and she makes their bones lose calcium so that they break more easily. Before the era of hip
replacement, a broken hip was a sentence of death. The classic treatment was to put the patients in plaster and immobilize
them in bed for weeks. They inevitably developed bedsores,
which became infected and led to blood-poisoning, which
killed them. But now the surgeons have you up and walking in
days, and you live to have the other hip replaced when you
inevitably trip and fall again.
I’ve noticed another subtle way in which Mother Nature is trying to get rid of us oldies; she makes us lose patience. So when
we are waiting for the traffic to thin before crossing the road,
and in spite of the fact that we have all the time in the world
since we are not rushing to get back to work, we become impatient waiting for the light to change and we risk a gap in the line
of motor vehicles. Halfway across we realize that the buses and
vans – especially vans -- are coming much faster than we
thought and our progress is much slower than we expected, so
to avoid getting run over we start to run. That raises the risk of
tripping and falling and breaking something, if not of getting
squashed, with the results mentioned above.
Mother Nature also arranged for a human’s natural immunity
and resistance to disease to wane with age. That way, an infec-

tion that would be shrugged off by a fit younger adult could
spread and do away with the oldster. So modern medicine
invented antibiotics and anti-virals. Mother Nature countered
with antibiotic resistance, and big pharma replied with new and
better medicines and cocktails of medicines to confuse the
opposition. Big pharma helped nature there by pricing these
so high that they can only be afforded by rich countries, whose
population growth rate has already gone negative, and not by
poor countries, so their people continue to die like flies from
infectious diseases.

Science

There is also a consensus that unless the runaway human population can be curbed, the world will run out of resources.
Right now the world is focussed on global warming, and seems
to have forgotten about global over-population.

Then there are mosquitoes. Mother Nature invented these to
suck blood and spread malaria, dengue, yellow fever and other
hemorrhagic fevers to help keep our population down. We
invented DDT to kill the mosquitoes, and the insects responded by developing DDT resistance. We also found that DDT
killed fish and thinned the eggshells of wild birds so that their
populations suffered, and as we had become environmentally
sensitized, we gave up DDT and replaced it by less effective substitutes. The mosquitoes quickly became resistant to those as
well. Back to square one.
Mother Nature’s trump card for getting rid of old people used
to be cancer, which you are more likely to get the longer you
live – especially prostate cancer in men. We help nature along
here by becoming addicted to alcohol and cigarettes, leading
eventually to liver cirrhosis and lung cancer. But now livers can
be transplanted, and half of all cancers are curable or at least
treatable, allowing victims to live longer. Again, these are
expensive procedures unaffordable by people in poor countries, which have the highest birth rates, so the trump card still
works where it is needed most.
So on balance, what is the outlook for the human race? If we
go on donating free vaccines for children in poor countries,
giving their people cut-price antibiotics and worm medicines,
and sending food aid to the starving, we are just adding to the
population time bomb. But we of the Western world can’t stop
doing that for ethical reasons -- so we had better think up alternatives.

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E A D R I N K I N G P RO B L E M ?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:
SUNDAYS - Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real
Grandeza, 99 - 6-7 pm. SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156/610 - 4-5 pm.
Any questions please call Mr Bob N. 21 2543 5437 or Serge - (21) 9974 8824 sergebdk@gmail.com
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HELL IN HAITI
ALISON THOMPSON
Email to her parents in Sydney,
Australia on 24 January 2010, 12 days
after the quake]
Subject: Hell in Hait i

First Person

"Hi mum and dad -- I am with Sean
Penn, Diana Jenkins, Oscar and 15
doctors embedded in the US 82nd
Airborne Division. Dante would
describe it as hell here. There is no
food or water and hundreds dying
daily. The aid is all bottlenecked
and not reaching here.
“The other day I assisted with an
amputation (holding him down)
while they used a saw to cut a young
boy's leg off with no pain killers.
Today I went with a strike force and
army patrol in Hummers [US Army
giant jeeps] into the streets and
walked 5 miles through the camps
set up on ever y street corner.
Sewage and the stench of bodies is
ever ywhere. As I attend to a
patient, 30 people crowd around
me and it's hard to breathe. I nearly fainted today as the sewage smell
went straight down my throat. I
went white and dizzy but couldn't
sit down as sewage is running
through the streets. There is much

infection and it feels like the job is
too big. No antibiotics anywhere.
"Good news, today our New York
doctors evacuated 18 patients with
spinal injuries out to Miami and
we're all so excited. Our MASH
unit [US Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital] is in the 82nd's air base
overlooking a refugee camp of over
50,000 people. The refugees start
singing Christian songs at 4 am and
line up for food until the army
hands it out at 8 am (that's if there
is any food). On the first night I
was in the nearby jungle camping
under the stars with my team and
woke up to the beautiful music
drawing me to them. I thought it
was a church and we went to find it
and came across the 82 Airborne
camp and the refugee camp.
(That's how we ended up here, as it
wasn't safe to stay where we were
even though we had our own security force).
“We are totally self-sufficient with
food, gas, and medicines and have
a private donor (Diana Jenkins who
was a refugee in camps in Bosnia as
a child -- her family died of starvation in the camps). Sean Penn [the
American film star] is here purely

as a volunteer and is cutting
through bureaucracy to get aid
moving and food, water and medicines to the people. There is no
agenda but to save lives.
Helicopters fly overhead and it
feels like Viet Nam. That night
50,000 people sung me to sleep and
they sing every night for the world
to save them. There is always hope
but she's not here right now.”
- Alison xxx"

WRECK OF THE “MAGDALENA”
BOB TOWERSEY
The Magdalena, a ship of 17,547
gross tonnes, was built during 1947
and 1948 at Belfast in the Harland
and Wolff shipyard, the same one
that built the Titanic -- and just like
that ill-fated ship, she sank on her
maiden voyage, but in the tropics,
not the freezing North Atlantic.
She had capacity for 133 First Class
and 346 Third Class passengers and
about 60 crew. Being powered by
turbines, she did not require the
enormous updraft of air necessary
in steam ships and therefore did
not have the traditional smokestack. Her yellow funnel was squat
and rounded on top, round in
front coming to a point in back – in
fact it was “streamlined”. She was
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built in the traditional Royal Mail
style with the bridge and officers
quarters in a superstructure completely separate from the main
superstructure of the passenger
accommodation, a fact which may
have contributed to her final
destruction.
On the return leg of her maiden
voyage she left Santos during the
afternoon of 24th April 1949 and
headed for Rio. As she was due
there only next morning she was in
no hurry. At 4:30 a.m. on 25th
April she struck the rocks off Rio
known as the “Tijucas” and ripped
a hole in her bows. The sea was
smooth with a slight swell and the
ship was in no imminent danger.
Efforts to re-float her with her own
engines proved to be of no avail.

The most forward of her eight sets
of watertight doors were closed and
although the bow was flooded the
rest of the ship was unaffected and
all auxiliar y power sources
remained in operation.
During the afternoon of 25th April
all the passengers and their cabin
baggage were taken off by Brazilian
Navy tenders. By the evening the
weather had changed, the sea
became very rough and there was a
high wind. In the rough sea the
ship was moved around and at
06:50 the swell lifted her off the
rocks and she began to drift. The
big Brazilian Navy tug Comandante
Dorat was standing by and
Magdalena was immediately taken
in tow. Progress was very slow as the
bow was deep in the water. Abaft of

The Captain declared the voyage
“terminated’ and the remains of
the vessel and its contents became
the property of the insurers. The
Chairman of Royal Mail in London
immediately published a letter in
the “Times” assuring everyone that
Royal Mail would be responsible
for the well being and ultimate
arrival at their destinations of all
passengers and their effects. It was
not easy to re-accommodate the
passengers in Rio in those days as
Rio had few hotels and they were
driven around in hired coaches
from hotel to hotel dropping off
one or two at each. The Third
Class passengers were housed in a
number of small hotels which Rio,
as the then Capital city, had around
the area of the Law Courts, near
Praça 15. Arrangements were then
made to send passengers home in
other ships as they came in, which
was difficult as it was high season
for travel and there was very little
space left. But in those days before
air travel there were plenty of ships
plying between Brazil and Europe.
In about three weeks all passengers
were on their way home except for

The magdalena on her fatal maiden voyage

a group of people from Denmark;
for them British South American
Airlines put on an extra flight and
flew them straight to Copenhagen.
The people who suffered most were
those who were to have embarked
on Magdalena in Rio on that and
subsequent voyages -- they were left
to make their own new bookings.
The crew came ashore by naval tenders and the ship’s own lifeboats.
One lift boy was reported in the
London papers as saying “As we
rowed away from the ship we could
hear the awful racket as the vessel
was literally tearing apart. We landed on the beach at Copacabana, a
great place to be at, but not in a life
boat!” The crew finally mustered at
the Touring Club in Praça Maua at
about 5 pm on 26th. They were
tired and very disgruntled as they
had fully expected to be welcomed
by the Women’s Institute with tea
and sandwiches -- but they were out
of luck for that in Brazil. The
British Consul was there to receive
them but that didn’t make them
any less disgruntled and some were
quite belligerent. They were taken
off by army trucks to the Military
Police Barracks in Tijuca where
there was, surprisingly enough, living accommodation for several
hundred people standing by ready
for any emergency.
A meal was
soon provided, but that only
helped make matters worse -- the
meal naturally had as a basis “beans
and rice” and the British sailors
complained that they couldn’t eat
that “muck”. What they wanted was
steak and chips. So what to do?
One of the Royal Mail staff had an
uncle with a churrascaria in the suburbs.
We called him, “Can you
feed 60 hungry men in a short
time?” “Yes, by the time you get
here we will be ready”. The authorities readily provided transport

again and the whole lot were sent
off there, where they had a good
dinner with lots of beer. Happily
the next day a Royal Mail ship
arrived in Rio. so the entire crew
of Magdalena except for the clerks
in the Pursers Office, who stayed
behind to take care of the passengers, was put on board and we were
happy to see the last of them.
The rear end of the ship, which was
beached at Imbui, was intact and
readily accessible. Two hundred
tons of passengers’ luggage and
freight from the after holds were
saved, but the 2,800 tons of frozen
beef from Argentina had to be
scrapped, as had the 25,000 crates
of oranges from Santos. Otherwise
everything else that could be taken
away was unloaded. Even the white
grand piano from the First Class
Lounge was sent back to England.
The two generators went to a power
station in Manaus to help light the
city.

First Person

Cotunduba Island at the entrance
to Rio the heavy swell caused the
forefoot to hit the seabed with
great force and the ship broke her
back. The order was given to the
crew to abandon ship and the
forepart gradually tore free from
the rest. The vessel split between
the two superstructures. The bow,
which was already on the sea bed,
remained upright for a while and
then settled down with part of the
superstructure above water. A few
days later this was dynamited as a
danger to shipping, leaving only
the top of the mast visible -- a daily
reminder to those of us who
crossed the bay by ferry every day
After he gave the order to abandon
ship, the Captain remained on
board as he wished to go down with
it as a hero. He was a lifelong commander of Royal Mail ships and
had been given the captaincy of
Magdalena as an honour on his last
voyage
before
retirement.
Unfortunately for him, when the
ship broke up he was on the part
that didn’t sink. The remainder of
the vessel drifted and came ashore
on Imbuí Beach in the village of
Jurujuba (Niteroi).

Only one passenger felt hard done
by. He had bought a vintage Rolls
Royce cheaply in the Argentine
and was taking it back to sell in
England to a collector for a good
price. He finally discovered that his
car had been stowed in the forward
hold and was one of the few things
lost. When everything that could
be had been taken off, the hull
itself was cut up and taken away.
Captain Douglas Lee and his First
Mate were judged responsible for
the accident in court and had their
licences suspended for two years
and one year respectively. Today, at
low tide, the ribs of Magdalena can
still be seen, but even they are rusting away.
[Bob Towersey was a passenger agent for
Royal Mail Lines in Rio at the time. Ed.]
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THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIN PARADOX
Quentin Lewis

Money

Towards the end of World War 2, the allied nations met at
Bretton Woods in order to determine a new monetary
system. This new system was prepared in such a way as to
facilitate the reconstruction of war-devastated nations.
Europe had been ravaged by intense bombing campaigns, its
industrial capacity decimated and its economies exhausted.
Britain’s finances were precarious after years of lend-lease
operations. Lend-lease operations were terminated after the
war and the resulting $3.75bn (in 1946 dollars) AngloAmerican loan came into force in July 1946. Britain agreed
to pay back the US in annual
installments stretched over 50 years
at 2% interest. (It is interesting to
note that the final payment of
$83million was made on 29th
December 2006).
The Bretton Woods agreement
permitted currencies to float within
a pre-determined tight range against
the US dollar. The US dollar in turn
would be convertible into gold. The
US dollar took on the role as the
world’s reserve currency. As long as
the US kept its currency anchored
and convertible in gold, prices of
internationally traded goods and
services would only vary to reflect
supply and demand dynamics and
not based on monetary policy. The
1950’s and 1960’s were a brave new
world of reconstruction and
expansion. The foreign exchange
leeway available to the recovering
European nations helped them
manage re-development when they were economically
fragile. The US gold anchor helped keep prices stable even
during the post-war economic boom.
However, some economists saw risks ahead. Robert Triffin
highlighted the dilemma when a national currency is used as
a sole global reserve currency. This dilemma, called the
Triffin Paradox by economists, is represented by the tension
between national monetary policy and global monetary
policy.
Once a nation has decided to embrace its role as issuer of a
reserve currency its monetary policy decisions must be made
based on its responsibilities to its internal economy and
populace whilst simultaneously honouring its responsibilities
to other nations which use its currency to price and trade
goods internationally.
In the late 1950’sbecause of money flowing out of the US
through the Marshall Plan, US defence spending in the
burgeoning cold-war and growing imports, the number of
US dollars in circulation soon exceeded the amount of gold
in US reserves. It is interesting to note that by the early 1960’s
gold was trading at a premium in London; it could be
exchanged for $40 in London whilst the price in the USA
was still pegged at $35. At this stage the solution to the Triffin
Paradox would have involved the US reducing the number
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of dollars in circulation by cutting the deficit and raising
interest rates. This, of course, would have been extremely
recessionary; hence the paradox.
The USA eventually solved its paradox in 1971 when Nixon
unilaterally killed the Bretton Wood’s system by suspending
dollar convertibility into gold. By doing this he clearly chose
the easy option to defend the interests of US domestic
economy and populace, leaving the rest of the world with
rapidly devaluing paper dollars as reserves (the dollar
dropped from $35 in 1971 to $850 in 1980 – a 96%
depreciation in gold terms in less than a decade).
This left the world in an interesting
situation. The world continued to
use the US$ as its reserve currency
for international transactions, but
the USA had no official obligation to
safe-guard the financial interests of
nations
which
used
and
accumulated its currency during
day-to-day commercial trade and
other international transactions. As a
former US secretary of Treasury
once said “it’s our currency, but your
problem”.
One could argue that due to the
natural benefits of being the issuer
of a global reserve currency a nation
should at least honour its moral
obligation to safe-guard the value of
the
paper
being
issued.
Consequently one should argue that
the Triffin paradox continued and
continues to this day.
Following the 2008 financial crisis, China has been
increasingly vocal in its concerns about the US dollar. In
March 2009 the governor of the People’s Bank of China
explicitly named the Triffin Paradox as the main cause of the
economic disorder and proposed that IMF sponsor and
strengthen currency controls. This would involve moving away
from the US dollar as a reserve currency, and using SDRs
(International Monetary Fund Special Drawing Rights based
on a basket of currencies) as a new global reserve currency.
What happens next? When John Maynard Keynes was
helping develop the new system at Bretton Woods in 1944 he
suggested that the world should use the Bancor (global
currency backed by a pool of commodities). This was not
accepted by the Americans. The US$ was the only alternative
and its adoption helped the global economy recover.
However, just as Robert Triffin foresaw, over time
governments and politicians will always take the easy choice,
which is to let interest rates lag, avoiding hard domestic
economic adjustments. These decisions will inevitably lead
to currency debasement and inflation. The Chinese,
holding their US$1trillion in foreign reserves, are
particularly sensitive at present to this dilemma.
What we have seen over the last few years is that Central
bankers still make mistakes. In recent history we have seen

Central Bankers leaving interest rates too low for too long.
This allows bubbles to form in equities, bonds, home prices
and eventually consumer prices in general.

The alternatives are a commodities basket-backed reserve
currency (Bancor), a pool of currencies-backed reserve
currency (SDR) or a precious metal-backed reserve
currency. Unfortunately, any nation which is strong and

Since the earliest days of history humankind has used gold
as a medium of exchange. Keynes called gold a
“barbarous relic”. It is a barbarous relic if you have honest
central bankers, with an honest monetary base. When I say
honest central banker, I don’t mean a central banker who
is honest with others or someone who doesn’t steal. I mean
someone who is honest with himself. Is this central banker
leaving interest rates steady because it will keep the value
of the currency stable, or in order to keep people in jobs?
If he is doing it for the second reason he has probably
fallen onto the wrong side of the Triffin Paradox and
should not be trusted as a guardian of the global reserve
currency. It’s their currency and definitely and
increasingly our problem.

David Weller
We knew we were soon to arrive at
Heathrow when every passenger
around us seemed to put on two or
three sweaters before the plane even
landed. The flight had been good, and
to its credit TAM has placed
film/TV/games consoles on the back of
the seats, for those of us who travel at
the back of planes. Such is the
technology these days that I found
myself playing Trivial Pursuit in
Portuguese against several fellow
passengers whose names and seat
numbers appeared on a league table
along with my own.
The British winter was well and truly at
its worst and an icy cold blast greeted us
as we made our way to the car, the
temperature
gauge
cheerfully
informing us that it was minus 1°C. We
should have been grateful – two weeks
later in the depths of the Staffordshire
Moorlands, late at night, the same
thermometer plummeted to minus 14.
On a day trip to London we even saw
the fountains in Trafalgar Square
completely frozen over. But there was of
course the snow to enjoy, loads of it,
making driving tricky at times but
beautiful for the eyes and perfect for
sledging and snowman building.
It’s almost five years since we left the UK
and we found it interesting spotting
what had changed. The supermarket
chain Tesco seems to be everywhere
and we saw dozens of closed pubs. The
availability of cheap alcohol in

supermarkets and the smoking ban are
thought to be the reasons for the latter.
Some pubs have become restaurants
and it was not unusual to come across a
Chinese or Indian restaurant now
housed in a traditional pub building.
On TV many of the familiar faces are
still there but look a little older. Very
popular right now is a show called
“Come dine with me”, where four total
strangers host and cook a meal for each
other over four different evenings.
Inevitably your attention is soon drawn
away from the food to the characters
who, unfailingly, are a broad and
eclectic mix who don’t always – if fact it
seemed rarely – get on. It became
surprisingly enjoyable viewing.
We found the Church of England in
good heart and voice, and enjoyed
sitting in the pews for once. All the
churches we visited had screens and
power point technology to aid worship.
We met up with friends, now a Bishop
and Arch Deacon respectively, who
assured us that recent tabloid press
coverage about the Anglican Church is
mischievous and misleading. There are
no current plans to lie down and die!

village called Howth, where we sat on
the quayside spotting seals which came
wonderfully close enough to pose for
pictures.
Back in the UK we based ourselves in
our house on the border of the Peak
district. (If any Umbrella reader would
like to borrow it sometime please let us
know.) The natural beauty of the area
was glorious and our favourite
restaurant is still serving its famous 5inch-high lemon meringue pie.
As many of you will know my last two
visits to the UK have been for funerals,
so for me this time was special and filled
with happy memories. But we didn’t
half miss the sunshine and it was no
chore whatsoever to board the TAM
flight back when our month came to an
end. Home thoughts from abroad are
all good, whichever hemisphere I am in.

Letter from the UK

HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD

Money

Having a national currency as a global reserve currency is
fine if you have an honest Central banker, politician or
inflation statistic. Unfortunately, history has shown us that
Central banks will always eventually use interest rates to
target unemployment instead of inflation. Unfortunately,
history has also shown us that politicians will always, at one
time or another, borrow too much and spend too much.
Unfortunately again, history has shown us that government
-sponsored statisticians will eventually make self-serving
adjustments to their inflation data, hiding the real rate of
inflation behind gains in productivity. These factors make
any national currency an imperfect choice as a global reserve
currency.

economically dominant enough to determine a new reserve
currency for the world will probably choose its own national
currency due the wonderful benefits that this bestows on its
populace. The benefits are extraordinary: the US has
managed to import more than it exports for the last 36 years,
something only possible for a nation which can freely print
the global reserve currency.

The availability of very cheap air fares
tempted Sue and I to pop over to
Dublin, Ireland for the weekend,
leaving Rachel happily in the care of
family. We much enjoyed Dublin, the
wonderful architecture – spared any
damage during the War -- many statues
and sculptures, great food and a
genuine Irish charm. A short train ride
took us from Dublin to a quaint fishing
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HENRY ADLER

FROM THE SACRED TO THE
PROFANE – TRACUNHAÉM / PE
It took a couple of hours by bus from
Recife to reach Tracunhaém in the Zona
da Mata in Pernambuco. We were looking
for Carlos Roberto. We’d heard about his
work in clay from friends who knew we
liked craftwork. All they told us was, look
out for the profane.
The weekly market was in full flow when
we arrived. Tracunhaém is a traditional
centre of clay and pottery; here were all
the usual utilitarian pieces – pots, pans,
water jars, plates, cups, utensils etc. –
spilling out on stalls on both sides of the
street. Nothing remotely profane.

Saints but no sinners
Then on the next block, a big surprise,
saints and angels, loads of them in
mostly unpainted, often unglazed clay in
a wide range of shapes and sizes, from
miniatures destined for niches and altars
in your home to larger than life figures
over 2m. high! Not that I know anything
about saints but there seemed to be a
huge choice. This being the northeast,
São Francisco was popular and came in
half a dozen different sizes. Were the
huge figures made for churches, chapels,
official buildings, farmhouses perhaps?
How did you transport them? I suppose
the angels could fly but a 2m. saint! A
miracle no doubt …
But still nothing remotely profane.
The next block had the traditional folkloric pieces depicting the festivals, musicians, historical figures, local customs
and daily life – all the stuff you could see
in handicraft stores in Recife and elsewhere. At the end of the block we
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thought we were getting closer. We found
a dancing couple in clay, a work while
still traditional, definitely superior to the
rest. We bought it.
As that seemed to be the end of the market we asked the artisan who’d made the
dancing couple if he could tell us where
to find Carlos Roberto.
“Carlos Roberto who?”.
“We just have the name Carlos Roberto,
no more. We know he’s from here”
“What does he make?”
“Well ….. profane pieces”.
“Profane???” “What do you mean?”
“Erm … sort of erotic”
“Erotic! Ah, I think I know who you mean
– Betinho. He no longer lives here. His
place is about 20kms away”

Betinho
He called over 2 little lads, told them to
find Zé, the taxi driver to take us. We
jumped in with the 2 kids as guides. Half
an hour over dusty, bumpy dirt roads
took us to the hamlet. Out jumped the
kids, ran to a nearby house and called
Betinho. Much to our surprise out came a
very shy, timid fellow no more than in his
early twenties.
“Carlos Roberto?” “Sim, senhor. Everyone
calls me Betinho”.
He invited us in apologizing for our long
journey and telling us that he only had a
few pieces to show us. The rest had all
been sold to collectors and to galleries.
The pieces were remarkable. Not just for
their subject matter and medium but for
the incredible artistic and technical skill
that had transformed craftwork into artwork. Betinho was no artisan, he was an
artist!

We asked him how he’d developed his
style and technique. He said he’d started
very young in Tracunhaém working with
the local artisans making utilitarian
pieces and then moved up to making
saints. “But how did you make the leap
from saints to ….this?”
“I got bored making saints. Saints never
vary and I wanted to develop my own
style” “But where did you get the ideas
from for these pieces?”

His inspiration
He went into the back of the house and
came back with a young woman even
more timid and shy than him. “This is
my wife. She gives me some very good
ideas”. As we studied the pieces more
closely we saw that they depicted all the
body parts essential to the cause, male
and female, all beautifully worked and
intricately interwoven in clay. They were
erotic in the sense of the original meaning of the word – “love”. We noted that
in all the pieces there were no feet.
Whatever Betinho and his wife do to
stimulate the creative process, foot
fetishes are not part of them!
We bought all 3 pieces, wrapped them in
newspaper and cardboard for the rough
taxi ride back to Tracunhaém, the bus to
Recife and the plane to Rio. We hand
held them all the way. As we were getting
on the plane the stewardess asked us
what we had in those big, cumbersome
packages. Let’s just say they’re pottery.
We’ve still got all 3 pieces as well as the
dancing couple. As this is a family-oriented publication you won’t find any photos! In any case no photo will do justice
to the exceptional beauty and artistry of
the pieces. You have to handle them to
really appreciate them.
If anyone wants a viewing -- private, naturally – and a fondling of the pieces
please call for an appointment …

SUMMERTIME
by J.M Coetzee – Memoir

[Coetzee was awarded the Booker Prize
previously in 1983 for Life & Times of
Michael K, and in 1999 for his novel
Disgrace, making him the first author to win
the prestigious award twice in its history – Ed.]

HOLES
by Louis Sachar – Fiction
"If you take a bad boy and make him
dig a hole every day in the hot sun, it
will turn him into a good boy." Such is
the reigning philosophy at Camp
Green Lake, a juvenile detention
facility where there is no lake, and
there are no happy campers. In place
of what used to be "the largest lake in
Texas" is now a dry, flat, sunburned
wasteland, pocked with countless
identical holes dug by boys improving
their character. Stanley Yelnats, of
palindrome name and ill-fated
pedigree, has landed at Camp Green
Lake because it seemed a better option
than jail. No matter that his conviction
was all a case of mistaken identity, the
Yelnats family has become accustomed
to a long history of bad luck, thanks to
their "no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealinggreat-great-grandfather!" Despite his
innocence,
Stanley
is
quickly
enmeshed in the Camp Green Lake

routine: rising before dawn to dig a
hole five feet deep and five feet in
diameter; learning how to get along
with the Lord of the Flies-styled pack of
boys in Group D; and fearing the
warden, who paints her fingernails with
rattlesnake venom. But when Stanley
realizes that the boys may not just be
digging to build character--that in fact
the warden is seeking something
specific--the plot gets as thick as the
irony.
It's a strange story, but strangely compelling and lovely too. Louis Sachar uses
poker-faced understatement to create a
bizarre but believable landscape--a
place where Major Major Major Major
of Catch-22 would feel right at home.
But while there is humor and absurdity
here, there is also a deep understanding of friendship and a searing
compassion for society's underdogs. As
Stanley unknowingly begins to fulfill
his destiny--the dual plots coming
together to reveal that fate has big
plans in store--we can't help but cheer
for the good guys, and all the Yelnats
everywhere.

THE GREATEST SHOW ON
EARTH:
the Evidence for Evolution
by Richard Dawkins – Non-fiction
Richard Dawkins begins The Greatest
Show on Earth with a short history of
his writing career. He explains that all
of his previous books have naïvely
assumed the fact of evolution, which
meant that he never got around to
laying out the evidence that it
[evolution] is true. This shouldn't be
too surprising: science is an edifice of
tested assumptions, and just as
physicists must assume the truth of
gravity before moving on to quantum
mechanics, so do biologists depend on
the reality of evolution. It's the theory
that makes every other theory possible.
Yet Dawkins also came to realize that a
disturbingly large percentage of the
American and British public didn't
share his enthusiasm for evolution. In

fact, they actively abhorred the idea,
since it seemed to contradict the Bible
and diminish the role of God. So
Dawkins decided to write a book for
these history-deniers, in which he
would dispassionately demonstrate the
truth of evolution beyond sane,
informed, intelligent doubt. After only
a few pages of The Greatest Show on
Earth, however, it becomes clear that
Dawkins doesn't do dispassionate, and
that he's not particularly interested in
convincing believers to believe in
evolution. He repeatedly compares
creationists and Holocaust deniers,
which is a peculiar way of reaching out
to the other side. Elsewhere, Dawkins
calls those who don't subscribe to
evolution ignorant, fatuously ignorant
and ridiculous. All of which raises the
point: who, exactly, is supposed to read
this book? Is Dawkins preaching to the
choir or trying to convert the
uninformed? While The Greatest Show
on Earth might fail as a work of
persuasive rhetoric—Dawkins is too
angry and acerbic to convince his
opponents—it succeeds as an
encyclopedic summary of evolutionary
biology. If Charles Darwin walked into
a 21st-century bookstore and wanted to
know how his theory had fared, this is
the book he should pick up. Dawkins
remains a superb translator of complex
scientific concepts. It doesn't matter if
he's spinning metaphors for the fossil
record (like a spy camera in a murder
trial) or deftly explaining the method
by which scientists measure the genetic
difference between distinct species: he
has a way of making the drollest details
feel like a revelation. Even if one
already believes in the survival of the
fittest, there is something thrilling
about learning that the hoof of a horse
is homologous to the fingernail of the
human middle finger, or that some
dinosaurs had a second brain of
ganglion cells in their pelvis, which
helped compensate for the tiny brain
in their head. As Darwin famously
noted, there is grandeur in this view of
life. What Dawkins demonstrates is that
this view of life isn't just grand: it's also
undeniably true.

Books

A young English biographer is
researching a book about the late
South African writer John Coetzee,
focusing on Coetzee in his thirties, at a
time when he was living in a rundown
cottage in the Cape Town suburbs with
his widowed father - a time, the
biographer is convinced, when Coetzee
was finding himself as a writer. Never
having met the man himself, the
biographer interviews five people who
knew Coetzee well, including a married
woman with whom he had an affair, his
cousin Margot, and a Brazilian dancer
whose daughter took English lessons
with him. These accounts add up to an
image of an awkward, reserved, and
bookish young man who finds it hard
to make meaningful connections with
the people around him. Summertime is
an inventive and inspired work of
fiction that allows J.M. Coetzee to
imagine his own life with a critical and
unsparing eye, revealing painful moral
struggles and attempts to come to grips
with what it means to care for another
human being. Incisive, elegant, and
often surprisingly funny, Summertime is
a compelling work by one of today's
most esteemed writers.
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ATTACK OF THE WHITE DEATH
JACK WOODALL

Deadly Bugs

Sounds like the title of a bad novel, or
a horror film? Consider the following.
There are hundreds, if not thousands,
of species of frogs in the world. They
are widely recognized as indicators of
biodiversity and environmental health.
The rainforest is one of their preferred
habitats. But since 1980 they’ve been
dying like flies in some places,
including localities that harboured
endangered species of frog. They’ve
been going mouldy while still alive!
The culprit is a chytrid fungus, and this
year it has spread to the Korean
peninsula. Soon there won’t be a frog
habitat in the world that is not affected.
In the winter of 2007-8, bats
hibernating in caves and mine tunnels
in New York state also started going
mouldy while alive. The mould starts
on their noses – hence the name
“White Nose Syndrome” (WNS) -- and
spreads to cover their whole body and
wings, so they are roused from
hibernation, go outside looking for
insect food – there isn’t any -- and drop
dead in the snow. Up to 90 percent of
the bats in some places have died in
this horrible fashion. WNS has now
been reported from most of the other
northeastern states of the USA, and
this winter has been found as far south
as Tennessee. What is spreading it?
Speleologists – spelunkers for short,
people who get their kicks out of
exploring caves. They carry it from
cave to cave on the wet-suits they wear
to confront the freezing temperatures
and rushing torrents they encounter in
their subterranean explorations.
These suits are made of very expensive
synthetic fabric that is hard to
decontaminate with disinfectants that
do not harm the material. The disease

bat

frog

was most likely brought to the USA on
the suit of a spelunker returning from
a caving trip to Europe or Asia, where
the disease is endemic but not as
deadly. Shutting the stable door after
the horse has gone, affected states have
closed some caves and mines to
spelunkers, and have mandated
equipment disinfection in others.

infection by them in the moist, warm
nooks and crannies of our bodies. But
none of those kill us. At least they
didn’t until HIV came along. People
with HIV infection have their immune
systems destroyed, so that they come
down with infections by agents that do
not normally cause disease in humans.
One of the first of these unusual
infections to be linked to HIV is caused
by a fungus that produces a white film
over the tongue and inside of the
mouth – Candidiasis. If it had started
on the nose, humans would have had
WNS before bats! Untreated, it can
throttle and kill the victim. So far it has
not spread to the body outside the
mouth of victims, nor to other people
who do not have their immune systems
damaged by HIV or other diseases such
as cancer or treatments such as
radiation. But if it could just come up
with a mutation to allow it to do those
two things…

Why is the decimation of frogs and
insectivorous bats important? Well,
they keep mosquitoes and other
noxious insects down – without their
help the expensive eastern end of
Long Island in New York state, the
Hamptons, would be uninhabitable in
the summer because of the
mosquitoes. Mosquito-borne diseases
such as West Nile fever worldwide,
malaria and dengue in the tropics and
semi-tropics, would be much more
prevalent.
The fungal diseases described affect
cold-blooded creatures (bats are
relatively cold-blooded when hibernating). But we associate mould with
warm, wet places. What are the effects
of fungi on human health?
We all know about athlete’s foot and
other nasty fungal infections under our
nails that we pick up in warm climates.
Yeasts are also fungi, and we battle

My aim is not scare-mongering. Some
scenarios are more likely than others,
and this one is highly unlikely. I just
want to draw attention to the fact that
diseases of wildlife can be important,
since they may affect us indirectly.
[To learn more about these fungi go to:
<www.promedmail.org> and run a search
on chytrid, white nose or Candidiasis.]

Only in Saudi:
a father has demanded that any suitor for his 22-year-old daughter’s hand must be a poet. problem is: the daughter
doesn’t want this and religious scholars have said that the father’s demand violates islamic marriage rules.
– arab News 6 Feb.

Only in Saudi:
al-khurma village has become the namesake for a virus that causes a disease similar to dengue fever, after the
potentially deadly virus was identified in sick butchers who had slaughtered goats from there. local officials are
demanding the health ministry officially change the name of the virus. – arab News 6 Feb.

Only in Venezuela:
The chief of state invited cuban communications minister ramiro valdezto help solve the country’s energy crisis, rather
than the energy minister. valdezto is noted for changing all cuba’s light-bulbs to energy-efficient ones. – cNN 5 Feb.

Only in Haiti:
Too late! before the quake, the country had invited brazilian garis to show them how to unblock storm drains.
– o Globo Feb.
22

Classified ads
BUYING & SELLING
MOuNTAIN hOME fOR yOuNg CAREER COuplE
Teresópolis-highesT poinT in lúcas secTion,5 minUTes from The alTo,
downTown,hospiTal são José,The naTional park. 2 bedrooms,sm den,lr
wiTh working fireplace, eaT-in kiTchen, washing machine area, 2 fUll
baThs, 2-car garage, 2 varandas, closed condominiUm wiTh pool,
breaThTaking views, besT climaTe.r$100.000,00. direcT wiTh owner (no
real esTaTe agenTs): 9677 6071 and (xx21) 2642 8028
AIR-CONDITIONER fOR SAlE – nearly new - good price - springer
carrier - 7.500 bTU - Tel. 2274-0752.

pORTuguESE fOR fOREIgNERS – once in brazil don'T miss The opporTUniTy To learn porTUgUese. eliminaTe The langUage barrier.
experienced Teacher. andrea - 9983-3363 or e-mail
andrealeiTe10@yahoo.com.br
BCS OffICE ASSISTANT NEEDED. we seek a self-moTivaTed assisTanT.
mUsT be iT-savvy, especially wiTh spreadsheeTs. flUenT english and
porTUgUese reqUired. preferably fUll-Time, bUT can be parT-Time
(6h-day). ideal for briTish school boTafogo moTher.
please email yoUr cv To: bcsrio@bcsrio.orG.br

DEADLINE for our March 2010 edition is
MONDAY, MARCH 22
(secont to last Monday of the month).

Please send your ads, letters, articles. Thank you!

APRIL
04 Easter Sunday
06 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
06 InC New Members Gathering 10am
12-16 TBS C6-7 Pantanal trip
13 BCS AGM 6:30pm
13 Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
20 Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
21 Tiradentes holiday
27 Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm

Calendar

SERVICES
SEEkS EMplOyMENT – we recommend edson da silva sanTos, oUr gardner, poolman, careTaker for over Ten years. an excellenT driver
wiTh a professioal license, handy wiTh Tools for fixing almosT anyThing. we have foUnd him TrUsTworThy, coUrTeoUs and invariably
cheerfUl. deTails-edmUnd and elisabeTh sherrill, Tels: 3395 3369, 9921
2272, e-mail: edsherr@gmail.com

MARCH
02 InC New Members Gathering 10am
02 WDA Activities begin
06 AmSoc Networking Event 2pm
09 RBL AGM Paissandou 7pm
16 SAS AGM 7:30pm
19 BCS Yale Whiffenpoofs concert 7pm
22 BCS Umbrella deadline
26 InC General meeting
27 Christ Church Family BBQ 12-6pm
29 SCM Passion concert, Christ Church 8pm
31 BCS Commonwealth Day Party 7pm

Obituary

John Downey
John first came to Rio in 1979, worked for his entire
life with Arthur Andersen Ltd, and became their
youngest ever partner. He was office managing
partner in Rio, and from then on always kept up his
contacts here even when he went for a time to São
Paulo, and then finally went to live in Belo
Horizonte, where he died at his sitio, suddenly. He
was an active member of the British Chamber of
Commerce. A Memorial service was held for him in
Christ Church, Rio on 25th February.
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The Chair & Council of the

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
OF RIO DE JANEIRO
are pleased to announce the

Commonwealth Day 2010 Party,
to be held in the Jubilee Hall,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo.
Wednesday 31st March 2010, 7:00 - 10:00 pm
Cheese & Wine, Cash Bar(first drink free), Music
Entrance: Members R$20,00, Non-members R$30,00
All profits go to charity
R.S.V.P: BCS: Tel 21 2537-6695, <bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br>

