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FROM THE CHAPLAIN

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

RUNNING TO AND FRO

A QUONDAM LEAP

REV. DAVID GREENWOOD

MICHAEL ROYSTER

By the time you read this, I shall
doubtless have left Brasil, as my
leaving date is Feb 29. I have much
enjoyed the six months which I spent
ministering in Christ Church, Rio de
Janeiro as well as meeting others from
the British community at various
events.

2016 is a Leap Year so we have an extra
day between Carnaval and Easter, and
on February 20th Brazilian clocks went
backwards an hour so we had an extra
hour’s sleep to recover from Carnaval.
On February 8th all Monkeys, Chinese or
otherwise, leaped into their duodecimal
Lunar Year, accompanied by fireworks.
[Did you know that if the year of your birth
is evenly divisible by 12, you are a Monkey?]
March is widely known in Rio as the first
“mês útil” (business month) of the year, and
soon after The Umbrella is published, the
only day of the year which is a command
(March Fourth!) will call us to return from
our (well-earned) holidays and get back to
work, if only because of the rain, as Tom
Jobim reminded us back in 1974 (“Águas
de Março”).
Historically, the Ides of March have been
important, and this year promises to
follow suit. Following on the heels of the
March 1st “Super Tuesday”, March 15th
will see a slew of important “swing” states
hold primary elections, which may well
determine the eventual candidates for the
US Presidency.

Closer to home, March will see a number
of opportunities for community members
to meet and greet: AmSoc’s traditional
Pancake Breakfast at OLM, CCC’s first
intrasquad game in Itaguaí, the Sport
Relief Mile in Leblon, the Street Child
Games in Urca and the SCM’s annual
Easter Concert at Christ Church will all
occur in March. Moreover, in early April
before our print copies are delivered, BCS
will have its Annual General Meeting, and
AmSoc will have yet another Happy Hour.

You can read all about these events in our
4 Corners (and more) section, and check
the Calendar.
We would be remiss if we did not mention
the recent demise of one of the best known
and beloved members of our community
— Annie Phillips. A memorial service will
be held at Christ Church on the afternoon
of March 4th and the Quondam hopes to see
the nave filled with those of us with fond
memories.

This was not my first visit to Rio, it was
my fifth—in fact, I have been to Brasil
eleven times, mostly while I was living
in Paraguay, and later in Chile. These
visits have taken me to most parts of
this large and varied country. Such is
the nature of life, people come and go.
I suppose that we are fortunate to live
in a time when travel is relatively easy.

Whether this is a sign of progress, or
something less satisfactory, is a matter
of debate. In the Old Testament of the
Bible, God reveals to Daniel that in
these latter days ‘many will run to and
fro’. (Daniel 12.4)
In a world where there is so much
movement, it is good to stop for a
while to reflect. Where is all this
‘running to and fro’ taking us, and
what is its purpose? It is also good
to reflect on the immutable facts of
life—which are not many. Families
and friends may move away, and we
all have to die some time. Possessions
wear out or may be stolen. Job security
is not so secure for some, and we all

have to retire some time, and that may
leave us wondering what to do.
For those who have a religious
belief, though, there is a sense of
purpose: a sense of something that is
unchangeable, that can be relied on to
give a secure foundation in a world of
change. Certainly this is the case for
Christians. Though everything else
may change, fail or disappoint, we find
in God the Holy Trinity, a complete
sense of peace, power and purpose.
And so as we part company, we have
our memories. Meanwhile, in the
words of the hymn, ‘God be with you
till we meet again’.

Down with Calendar Clashes!
If YOU are planning an event in 2016,
do consult the Community Calendar
before setting the date.

READ THE UMBRELLA ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!
www.issuu.com/theumbrella
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BRITISH &
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY (BCS)

warning and preferential reservations
at the Society’s hugely successful events,
as well as regular, pertinent news about
other interesting events taking place in
Rio. Re-Member, renewals are specially
discounted until the end of this month
of March.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
The WDA ladies will be returning to
their activities on Tuesday March 1st.
full of enthusiasm and ready to face the
challenges of 2016.

The AGM
The British and Commonwealth
Society, now in its 76th year of existence,
will be holding its Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday, April 5 at 6 pm in
the Jubilee Hall at Rua Real Grandeza
99, Botafogo. It will be officially
convened, as per its statutes, but now
is the time to be starting to think about
who will lead the Society in the coming
years. There will be vacancies on the
Council, and talents are welcome in
all areas: welfare work, administration,
communications and events. If you
think you, or someone you know, can
help the BCS fulfill its mission (see
bcsrio.org.br) don’t be bashful: come
forward, contact a member of the
Council or email bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br.

Membership

Did you re-Member? It’s so easy! Click
along to bcsrio.org.br and pay your
annual subscription NOW. If you are a
Lifer or in the “Young at Heart” group,
of course you’re all paid up, so, instead,
do consider making a donation to one
of the charities the Society supports.
We are especially looking to boost
the Welfare Fund. In the year Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II celebrates
her 90th birthday, we’re hoping to be
prepared to assist ever more of her
eligible subjects in need for many
years to come. Enjoy the rewards of
Membership, which include advance
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marmalades, pickles and chutneys.
These products alone are responsible
for a large portion of the total proceeds.
New supplies of marmalades, lemon
curd, pickles and chutneys should be
available around the middle of March.
These products can be purchased any
day during the week within office
hours and especially on Tuesday
mornings (when the WDA ladies are
there) or on Sunday after the Church
service. It would be much appreciated
if you could pass the word around
to your friends and neighbours that
these products are available at very
reasonable prices.
If you have any empty marmalade,
pickles or chutney bottles that we could
re-use, would you please return them
to us – with the metal tops please? The
Nescafe 100g type bottle is also suitable
for our use.

One of our first challenges is to locate
the winner of Christmas Bazaar
Raffle ticket Nº 02040 - Hans Zalmon.
The phone number he left us is 999445379. We have made several attempts
to contact him on this number but so
far have been unsuccessful. If any of our
readers know how he can be contacted,
please inform Karin, Secretary Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332. Many
thanks.
Our target for 2016 is to surpass the
total amount of profit made last year.
For us to achieve this, a lot of hard
work and dedication will be required
in order to ensure maximum return
from our annual Jumble Sale in July
and the Christmas Bazaar. Donations
for the Jumble Sale are received all
the year round. We are looking for
household items including ornaments,
clothes, shoes, handbags, toys, jigsaw
puzzles, etc. It would be appreciated
if you could check that any electrical
appliances you send are in good
working order. Deliveries can be made
during the week to Karen, secretary,
Christ Church, telephone 2226-7332 or
to the BCS office, telephone 2537-6695,
any time between 8.30am and 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm
and 3.30 pm when classes end, cars are
not allowed into the grounds
In addition to these two events, we
rely very much on the sales of our

refectory, where volunteers await you
with lots of American style pancakes,
American style bacon, American style
maple syrup, plus fruit and juice and
coffee and milk—the best breakfast
available anywhere in town.
Oh, did we mention that it’s all you can
eat? That’s right, you can go back as
often as you like, no limits at all.
The price for this bounty is next to
nothing—in fact, for kids 4 or under,
it’s free! For kids age 5 – 10, it’s a mere
R$10, and for adults it’s R$20 for
AmSoc members and R$25 for nonmembers. When you arrive, if you
haven’t already joined or rejoined the
American Society for 2016, there will
be people at the door happy to sign
you up for an entire year of events
celebrating American traditions in Rio
de Janeiro (see below).

Happy Hour!

Membership

CHRIST CHURCH (CC)

Anyone who can spare a few hours on
Tuesday mornings (from 8 am until
noon) will be more than welcome to
join the WDA team of volunteers. We
are busy all the year round but we have
some good fun and really enjoy the
work we do.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
RIO DE JANEIRO (AmSoc)
Pancake Breakfast!

Those of you who’ve already been
there know the routine. You show up
at Our Lady of Mercy School (OLM)
conveniently located on Rua Visc.
de Caravelas, 48, just off Rua Real
Grandeza in Botafogo, enter the gates,
cross the basketball court and arrive
at the entrance to the indoor/outdoor

Last but certainly not least, AmSoc will
continue its Thursday evening Happy
Hours, the next one being scheduled for
Thursday April 7, at the Lucky Screw
American Irish Pub in Copacabana.
Owned and operated by American and
Canadian expats, the pub has great
grub and a complete list of potable
beverages. More information will be
made available next month.

Farewell!

Because of a change in bank accounts,
it is more difficult for AmSoc to issue
“boletos” payable at any bank or
online. Nevertheless, we will shortly
be sending instructions (via snail mail,
email and our Facebook page) as to
how you can pay your annual dues; rest
assured there will be several options.
Once again we have kept the dues at the
same rate as last year, doing our bit to
help keep inflation down.
US Primary Elections and Voter
Registration

Yes! We’re doing it again! The American
Society’s regular tribute to American
cuisine, the Pancake Breakfast, will
take place on Saturday, March 12,
from 9:30 am to 12 noon!

definitely plenty of time to register
for the vote next November. ACS has
detailed information on each state’s
requirements for voting registration,
and the Federal Voting Assistance
Program (FVAP) is available online.
At the event, we hope to have a direct
connection and assistance from
consular staff to encourage all US
citizens to register now.

AmSoc Governor William Dowers,
head of the American Citizen Services
(ACS) section of the US Consulate,
is working on a voter registration
campaign. We hope to be able to kick
off this campaign by having a Primary
Election Event, possibly on the
evening of Tuesday, March 15, when
five traditionally important “swing
states”—Florida, Illinois, Missouri,
North Carolina and Ohio—will be
holding primary elections. By then the
US will have entered Daylight Savings
Time so there will be only a 1 or 2 hour
time difference between these states
and Rio de Janeiro.
While it’s probably too late to
register for the primaries, there’s

Christ Church will be bidding bon
voyage to Rev David Greenwood
on 29th February. David returns to
his home on the Isle of Man after six
months here in Rio as our interim
chaplain. We welcomed him with
open arms in September after a long
period without a chaplain at the helm.
With his wide experience of the South
American way of life, David adapted
to Rio very quickly and soon won over
the congregation with his interesting
sermons, sensitivity and quiet sense
of humour. David is a master pianist/
organist and gave two very enjoyable
concerts at Christ Church. In fact, as
he played the last, very loud, chord at
the first concert, he managed to put
the church organ into ICU; however
it was fixed in time for his second
performance! It was a pleasure having
you with us David! Come back and
visit us soon!

Minister-in-Charge at the Missão do
Espírito Santo in Magé working under
the Diocesan Bishop. Mark also assisted
with ministerial duties at Christ
Church together with Rev Ben Phillips
and, before Rev David Greenwood
arrived, during the interregnum. Prior
to working in Magé, Mark was Curate
at the Catedral do Redentor in Tijuca
and Deacon in the Paróquia Cristo Rei
in Cidade de Deus.
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Mark has an MA in Biblical Studies
from King’s College, London, a BA in
Contextual Theology from St Mellitus
College, University of Middlesex as
well as a BA in Classics & Oriental
Studies (Hebrew and Aramaic
with Spanish) from Jesus College,
Cambridge. He was ordained Priest
in the Diocese of Rio de Janeiro in
2014 and speaks Portuguese, Spanish,
Hebrew and Greek.
In his application to the chaplaincy,
Mark said, “There is so much potential
for Christ Church to grow as a place
where people meet with Jesus Christ
and grow in love for him and others.
I wish to carry on the great work
which has been done in faithful,
gospel-centred, Biblical preaching.
I also perceive an opportunity for
fresh outreach among the younger
demographic who pass through
Rio, many of whom are spiritually
searching. We need to work hard
to make the church accessible and
relevant to these people, renewing a
strong emphasis on social events and
building friendships; regular outreach
around Zona Sul’s hostels and bars
and coordinating opportunities for
people to serve with the various
social projects Christ Church already
supports (and others) would all be
priorities.”
We look forward to having Mark and
Jess with us!

OUR LADY OF MERCY
(OLM)
The beginning of the second semester
of the OLM school year took place on
February 1st, 2016. Shortly thereafter,
our Carnival Ball for Elementary and
Preschool students took place on
February 12, during snack time at the
end of the school day.

We l c o m e ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
We welcome Rev Mark Simpson as
Chaplain of Christ Church from 1st
March. He, as well as his wife Jess, are
no strangers to Brazil, nor to Christ
Church. Until recently, Mark was

On February 26, 2016, a group of 25
High School students participated in
the NHSMUN Project (ONU Project).
The National High School Model
United Nations is an international
event that gathers students from all
5
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who first performed it on February 24,
1887, the day after Ash Wednesday.

always striving for the best for our
students and school community.

On March, 21, 2016, our community
will have its annual International
Festival. This festival has been a yearly
event since 2002 and began so that our
community could celebrate differences
and learn about cultures other than
our own. The International Festival
highlights the different countries that
are represented by the families in our
community.

The Crucifixion features five hymns
where our conductor and choirmaster
Ruy Wanderley will invite the
congregation to participate in the
singing—it’s not obligatory, but it’s
fun, and most of the tunes are quite
well known.

Sadly, Da. Therezinha has been in
ill health for the last few years and I
write to inform you that, from the end
of January 2016, she has fully retired
from her duties and service to TBS.
Da. Therezinha is greatly missed and
we are very appreciative of all she has
achieved.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL

John Nixon MBE
Director
The British School, Rio de Janeiro

At the end of March we will have the
OLM Easter celebration.

SOCIETY OF CHORAL
MUSIC (SCM)
SCM Easter Concert – The
Crucifixion

On Sunday March 20, starting an
hour earlier than usual at 7pm, the
SCM choir will open their Easter
Concert with two anthems by Richard
Farrant
(1525-1580),
English
renaissance composer, Master of the
Choristers of St. George’s chapel in
Windsor in 1564, and of the Royal
Chapel in 1569.
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The choir will then perform “The
Crucifixion”. Subtitled “A Meditation
on the Sacred Passion of the Holy
Redeemer”, it is an oratorio composed
by Sir John Stainer in 1887. Scored
for choir and organ, it features solos
for bass and tenor, and masterful
choruses that range from the graphic
mob shouting ‘Crucify Him!’ to the
ethereally beautiful meditation ‘God
so loved the world’. The text was
written by W J Sparrow Simpson, the
librettist of Stainer’s earlier cantata,
“Mary Magdalene”, and was dedicated
“to my pupil and friend W. Hodge
and the choir of Marylebone Church”,

Da. Therezinha’s retirement
Although TBS is classified and
registered as an “international” school
here in Rio, we are obliged to appoint
certain education staff to roles within
a team dedicated to liaising with the
City and State authorities. This staff
team, the “Brazilian Directorate”
advises our school on areas such as
compliance with regulations, as well
as helping to resolve a wide range
of issues as we strive to operate an
international system within a local
context.
For the past 31 years, the Brazilian
Directorate has been most ably led
by our Diretora – Da. Therezinha
Pientznauer. There is no doubt that
Da. Therezinha has made a most
valuable and significant contribution
to the growth and successful
development of The British School
over the past three decades. For those
of you who know Da. Therezinha, I am
sure you will agree that our school has
been most fortunate to benefit from
her vast experience and wise counsel,
as well as her warm and compassionate
personality. Indeed, Da. Therezinha
has been a truly dedicated educator,

Therezinha Pientznauer

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Last month we explained the changes
to membership payments and the
implications arising. By the time you are
reading this I hope all of our members
will have received their membership
renewal advice and most renewed their
subscription, so this just an opportunity
to mention again that subscriptions
for the year 1st October 2015 to 30th
September 2016 should be paid by 20th
of March if paying in cash locally or by
the 31st of March if paying Head Office
directly in the UK. If you did not receive
a renewal notice please e-mail <rblrio@
br.inter.net> or call 21 2555-9668 during
office hours.
It is important that you do have a
renewal notice as it contains your new
Membership Number allocated to
existing members. You will need this
number if you wish to pay directly to
the UK, access your account details or
change your Branch, useful if returning
to the UK.
Of course new members are always
welcome, and you can join any Branch
you wish, including the Rio de Janeiro
Branch. But things move on, and now
the only way you can join the Legion
is by application on the Internet. Full
details are at the Legion´s Website,
<www.britishlegion.org.uk>. Click on
the three menu bars block at top left
corner of the screen and then click on
Members. If you have any problems
with the Self Service part of the site
please let us know at <rblrio@br.inter.
net> or call 21 2555-9668.

Sanjeev Chawdhury, Consul General of Canada and Dean
of the Consular Corps of Rio de Janeiro, in partnership
with CEBRI – Centro Brasileiro de Relações Internacionais,
hosted on the 16th of February a meeting with the Brazilian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Mauro Vieira,
and the Consular Corps of Rio de Janeiro. It was an historic
day, as this was the first such meeting in 50 years!
Representatives from 24 Rio de Janeiro Consulates
attended [by country, listed alphabetically in Portuguese]:

Germany, Angola, Algeria, Argentina, Belgium,
China, Egypt, Ecuador, Spain, Finland, France, United
States, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Norway,
Paraguay, Peru, United Kingdom, Russia, Switzerland
and Venezuela.
In the photograph above, we show Minister Vieira,
wearing a black suit and blue tie, standing in the
front row, just to the left of host Consul General
Chowdhury.

DEADLINE

Please note that the deadline for the April 2016 edition is:
Monday, March 21st.
Produção de Eventos

WWW.MARCIAFIALHO.COM.BR
DESIGNER DO UMBRELLA DESDE 1994

Rio Here, There & Everywhere

over the world to debate various global
issues.

MARCIA@MARCIAFIALHO.COM.BR
TEL: 21 2522-0159

We do look forward to your continuing
support of the Legion and this Branch.
Only a couple of weeks ago three of the
Committee undertook a nine hour round
trip to offer practical help to a beneficiary,
thanks to the help you give us.
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Valerie Anne Phillips, M. B. E.

“Annie”
“Annie”

04.08.1932 — 28.01.2016

Annie, “our” Annie, passed away at the end of January
in São Paulo, surrounded by the love and care of her
devoted family and friends, lovingly cared for to the end,
as she so richly deserved. Now is the time to revisit the
life, achievements and especially the character of this
remarkable member of Rio’s international community.
Curtain Up on Annie
Annie sidled to the centre stage of the expat scene – a
position she would occupy with absolute discretion and
modesty for the rest of her life – when she and her warm,
booming Texan husband opened the Lord Jim, Rio’s first
British pub, in August, 1974. “On opening night we didn’t
know what to expect,” Annie said. “We hadn’t advertised
the Pub, nobody knew about it, it was a case of ‘wait and
see’ and hope for the best.” The waiting and seeing and
hoping paid off, and for many years the Lord Jim was
the hub for residents and visitors to Rio; it was a huge
success. Why? “Being there, that’s what really matters,”
she said. But in between polishing, stirring and tasting
and smiling at customers, and “being there” she always
managed to slip away to take care of what one friend called
“The Annie Phillips One-Woman Charitable Foundation.”
This covered aid, comfort and free pub meals for destitute
gentlewomen, the poor and the elderly, the sick and
dying – anybody she heard about who was in trouble and
needed help.
Anne Phillips had a lively and varied career, more by
accident than by design. Born in Hove, Sussex to actor
parents, she was evacuated during the war. “After our
house was bombed for the second time, I was sent off to
the United States with a bunch of other children, for our
own safety.” There she spent six years in the hills of New

Jim and Annie, happy in Cosme Velho
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England, studying, skiing, ice-skating and acquiring what
she called her “transatlantic” accent. Back in England
in 1945, her mother had given up the stage and was
running an inn in Devon. Mother gave Annie her first
sewing machine and then shipped her off to France for a
Cordon Bleu course. But domesticity didn’t appeal at all,
and following the family stage tradition, she joined the
Sadler’s Wells school, then directed by Dame Ninette de
Valois, determined to become a ballet dancer

or won’t do yourself. Quality control is all. You only need to
slip on one thing and you are on your way down.” On the
way up, however, was afternoon tea. To her surprise, Annie
found she was serving tea to crowds of Brazilian ladies,
who tucked into cakes and scones with cream and jam as
if they’d been doing it all their lives. Also on the way up,
however, was the difficulty of running a business in Rio,
and, with heavy hearts, she and Jim decided to sell the Lord
Jim and move on to new challenges.

“My ballet career was short and sweet,” she explained.
“Five years, to be exact. I spent three years with Sadler’s
Wells, was in the cast of Oklahoma, did some film and TV
work, and was doing nicely when I broke my foot while
dancing a sort of wild Apache number at a cabaret in Rome
with a boyfriend. I know they shoot horses, but they don’t
shoot ballet dancers. They just become ex-ballet dancers.”

It was at this point that Annie confided to a friend that
her real dream was to serve tea, in true Victorian style, at
the Copacabana Palace Hotel. So off they went in search
of Philip Carruthers, general manager of the Copa. He
was game to give it a go, and so began Annie’s singular
relationship with Rio’s premier hotel, and, very especially,
its staff.

Please, fasten your seatbelts …
Picking herself up and dusting herself off with the
cheerful aplomb that characterized her progress through
life, Annie became an air hostess. “It was a good time,”
she recalled. “In the early days it was much more personal
and challenging. You felt it was your own plane, you had
lots of responsibility.” She trained air hostesses from
one end of the world to the other. Then suddenly, “I had
reached the top of the airline world, there were no higher
jobs for women in those days and I was 38, the mandatory
retirement age for women.”
Time to pick herself up, dust herself off and start over
again. With the world to choose from, Annie picked Rio,
where she had spent time training hostesses – and had
met Jim Phillips, then manager of British United Airways.
“I suddenly realized that after working for 21 years I
wasn’t really equipped for anything.” Still undaunted, she
taught English at the Cultura Inglesa for a few months,
then got a job with the catering service at Galeão Airport.
This landed her back in the world of food: costing, buying
and planning food and menus, and, more importantly
for her future, learning even more about managing
staff. Annie couldn’t type, but, being Annie, she taught
herself, and moved on to become secretary to the general
manager of the Sheraton Hotel.
To outsiders, the Pub years might have appeared the glory
years, but … “It’s not glamorous at all,” said Annie. “It’s very
hot and dirty and very hard work. Cleanliness in a kitchen is
unnatural, it’s a constant battle. You can’t ask staff to cook a
dish you can’t cook yourself, or to do anything that you can’t

From the British and Commonwealth Society’s
70th Anniversary Yearbook, 2010.
“A huge cake is a regular feature of the British and
Commonwealth Society’s Queen’s Birthday Party, and
standing next to it is often a lady who shrinks away from the
camera, as she does from most forms of publicity. This is a
person whose professional and personal life is punctuated
by more acts of selfless, unsung generosity than we have
room to list. No surprise greeted the 1991 announcement
by Her Majesty’s Consul General that she had been made
a Member of the British Empire in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours; she’s been a queen in this realm for many years.

obras, one of our jobs was to visit the bathrooms and run
the water until it ran clear.”
The rest, as they say, is history, and certainly widely
known, all over the world. It almost seems, in hindsight,
that Annie’s whole life was spent preparing for her time
at the Copa. She managed menus, sewed uniforms, she
gave new meaning to the carioca concept of quality
hospitality and she put her people skills to work such
that all adored her, and learned so much from her.
Annie hosted kings and queens, rogues and rock stars.
She tiptoed barefoot through a noble’s suite to check on
the flowers. She raced around the shops of Copacabana
paying for acquisitions by royalty who never carry money.
Nothing was too much trouble for Annie. The Copa was
the centre of her universe, the staff her devoted family.
Annie’s identify became indelibly forged with that of
her home, the Palace by the Sea.
To know Annie was to love her. And we can still love her,
as she hasn’t gone far. She has only slipped away into
the next room. Her selflessness, her style, her modesty,
her generosity, her laughter, her ethics and her high
standards can still be with us when we remember her.
Thank you, Annie. For everything.
—EWJ
This tribute owes a great debt of gratitude to the late Eileen
Mackenzie and to Ignácio de Loyola Brandão, both of whom
interviewed Annie, in 1990 and 2009, respectively.

Annie Phillips, please take a bow.”

A heart full of grace
Throughout the Pub years, the Copa years and all the
other years, Annie’s commitment to helping others was
unwavering. “It’s just my nature,” she shrugged when
pressed on the subject. “I always say yes, and I always
manage to find time. Because I feel that if someone has
a problem you must help them – and once you start you
must not stop because people count on you. I don’t give
them any more than they give me. The fact that you help
them is thanks enough for me.”
Back at the Copa, Victorian tea was packing them in but
with Eco ’92 on the agenda, Philip Carruthers threw down
the gauntlet: “We will be hosting 15 Heads of State. This
Hotel badly needs refurbishing. The airconditioners all
rattle, and the water runs rusty brown from the taps.”
Annie rose to the occasion. “I picked my staff, made
uniforms for us all, and we set to work. Before the big

The family and friends of

Annie Phillips, M.B.E.
invite you to a
Service of Thanksgiving for her Life
to be held at Christ Church
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo
on Friday, March 4th, at 4 o’clock pm.
Parking is available on site.
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STREET CHILD
GAMES 2016
RIO DE JANEIRO | 14-20 March

A “mini-Olympics” for former street children will take place in Rio de Janeiro,
ahead of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Athletes Village | The Babilônia Community
Community is a word at the
heart of Street Child United and
we’re delighted be hosted by
the Babilônia community in the
Leme neighbourhood of Rio
de Janeiro. This vibrant area
will inspire visitors who wish to
see community development
in action, and the Street Child
Games is proud to be the first
international event hosted in the
favela community.

Sixty former street-connected children from five continents will take part in the Street Child Games,
reminding the world of why we first fell in love with sport; for its unique power to bring people together –
and to triumph over adversity.

The Games | Fortaleza São João - Urca

A Proven Track Record

Our athletes from around the world will
have a sports facility fit for champions.
Built on the rock where the city of
Rio de Janeiro itself was founded,
the Fort is situated at the foot of the
world-famous Sugarloaf Mountain
with the backdrop of the spectacular
Guanabara Bay.

In 2014 we held the Street Child World Cup in Rio de Janeiro empowering young people from
around the world to become ambassadors for the rights of street children. Our media coverage
reached a potential 229m people with an advertising value equivalent in excess of £4m. We
achieved over 288 pieces of editorial press including BBC, Al Jazeera, CNN and O Globo (Brazil).
We have the support of Pope Francis, Princes William and Harry, Olympian Alex Scott, World Cup
winners Gilberto Silva, Patrick Vieira, Bebeto and football legend Zico.

The Games include: 100m sprint, 100m
hurdles, 800m, Long Jump, shot-put
and 4x 100m Relay.

The Congress | The Copacabana Palace Hotel
Challenging the negative perceptions of street
children, this iconic hotel will host our modelUN style Congress where the young people will
lead the discussion on the issues they face. The
outcome of the Congress will be a declaration
to be presented both to governments and
the United Nations and a letter to the IOC
regarding the rights of vulnerable children
around Mega Sporting Events.

“I AM SOMEBODY”
Please Contact:
Joe Hewitt
Head of Brazil Office
joe@streetchildunited.org

Children living and working on the streets are a global phenomenon. The UN estimates there are
150 million street-connected children worldwide; these are children living on, working in or at risk of the
streets. They are often stigmatized, mistreated and marginalized by society, and are routinely denied their
basic human rights. Research has shown that in the run-up to Mega Sporting Events (MSE) children living
on the streets of the host city are especially vulnerable, and at heightened risk of rights abuses.
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A Street Child United Initiative

Registered Charity No: 1144951

#IAMSOMEBODY

www.streetchildunited.org
A Street Child United Initiative

Registered Charity No: 1144951
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Golden Lion Tamarins: Saved from Extinction

NAN CARIOCA

Lost? And Found?

By Alexander Corrie
Micos from the Northeast

Great outdoors

Most people living in Rio will be
familiar with the Common Marmoset
(Callithrix jacchus), the tiny blackfaced, grey-bodied primate inhabiting
gardens, electricity wires and forests
throughout the city. Tourists love to
feed them bananas. Cariocas usually
call them by the generic name, mico,
although they’re specifically a Sagui
Comum or a Sagui Nordestino.
Indeed, they were originally from the
Northeast of Brazil, but at some stage
they were inadvertently introduced
to the Southeast and they have since
spread uncontrollably, becoming a
bit of a pest. They’re not part of the
original natural ecosystem of this
corner of Brazil and, much like a house
cat, they prey on the eggs and chicks of
our beloved native birds.
Golden Lion Tamarins
Much rarer, and certainly not a
pest, are the Golden Lion Tamarins
(nothing to do with a tamarind). Their
name in other languages also refers to
their colour: Mico-Leão-Dourado in
Portuguese, Sagui-piranga in TupiGuarani and Leontopithecus rosalia in
Latin. They’re the coppery-coloured,
lion-maned cousin of the Common
Marmoset. They’re roughly the same
size, just under 30cm in length and
around 600 grams in weight. They live
in the mid to upper levels of forest
habitats, moving around to forage
during the day, swinging from lianas as
they do so, and eating a variety of fruit,
insects, eggs and so on: true omnivores.
Elongated hands and fingers allow
them to get to food sources hidden
below bark and between bromeliad
leaves. Their family groups are small,
typically 3 to 7 individuals, and despite
being so tiny their territories are huge:
over 100 hectares.
Natives Outnumbered
The Golden Lion Tamarins are native to
a relatively small area: just the State of
Rio and southern portions of Espírito
Santo. So, they’re a true Fluminense (a
native of the State of Rio, not to be
confused with the football team), with
a bit of Capixaba in them, but not a
trace of Nordestino.
Quite different to the Common
Marmoset, whose population just
grew and grew, the Golden Lion
Tamarins went in the other direction.
They almost became extinct between
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NAN HIRSCH
Did you wear green and rose this Carnival? Or were you hiding
from the booming drums and the hot weather? Or perhaps you
adhered to one of the myriad “blocos de samba” that blocked Rio’s
streets whlle celebrating … whatever.
If so, you won’t be alone if you have had the bad luck to lose your
cell phone, purse, wallet or identity card during the festivities.
In any event, do you know what to do and where to look for them?
A carioca guide follows.

the 1960s and 1990s. At the time, it’s
estimated that there were less than
200 individuals left in the wild. The
reason? Almost total destruction
of their habitat, the lowland Mata
Atlântica forest (up to an elevation of
300m), in the coastal strip between
the Atlantic Ocean and the lower
slopes of the mountain ranges inland.
Fragmentation of remaining sections
of forest exacerbated the situation,
as did poaching. Competition from
the Common Marmoset added to
the problem (just as introduced grey
squirrels have outcompeted native red
squirrels in the British Isles).
In 1975, the Golden Lion Tamarins
were listed under Appendix 1 of
Cites, a classification given to species
both threatened with extinction
and also being adversely affected
by the wildlife trade. In 1982, they
were listed as Endangered by the
IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature). A few years
later, the IUCN classified them as
Critically Endangered.
Poço das Antas Biological Reserve
Back in the 1960s (before these listings
were made) primatologist Adelmar
Faria Coimbra-Filho had already
sown the seeds for the conservation
of this species. By 1974 the Poço das
Antas Biological Reserve, in the Silva
Jardim municipality, was established.
This truly was a joint effort, including
the Centro de Primatologia do Rio
de Janeiro (Primatology Centre of
Rio de Janeiro), which Adelmar Faria
Coimbra-Filho founded and directed,
along with the Smithsonian Institute
and its National Zoo in Washington
D.C., plus the WWF and forerunners
to present-day IBAMA (the national
environmental institute) and INEA

(the Rio State environmental institute).
Into the lowland forest of Poço das
Antas, Golden Lion Tamarins were
re-introduced from zoos around the
world. It wasn’t exactly an easy task:
many individuals died once they
were back in the wild, but numbers
gradually began to increase.
An Increasing Population
It’s estimated that there are now
around 3,000 individuals in the wild,
along with 500 in zoos around the
world. They are off IUCN’s Critically
Endangered list and back at the
Endangered level. The Associação
Mico-Leão-Dourado (AMLD, Golden
Lion Tamarin Association), which
has run the conservation project
since 1992, set itself a target of 2,000
individuals in the wild by 2025. So,
in terms of numbers, their original
objective has been surpassed.
But, the IUCN warns that continued
fragmentation of their native habitat
means the species has limited potential
for expansion. And, the AMLD target
is also conditional on the 2,000-plus
individuals living within 25,000 ha of
protected forests, the minimum area
they believe is needed to maintain a
viable population. Too small an area
increases the risk of inbreeding and
decimation from disease. Poço das
Antas itself has about 5,000 ha of
forests. So, the objective is to increase
the total area of forest coverage.
Ongoing work with local landowners
is focused on reforesting fields to
create forest corridors, thus connecting
Poço das Antas with other patches of
forest in the region. This will allow
Golden Lion Tamarins to spread out.
Also joining in with the effort is the
... continues next page.

In case you used the ferries between Niterói and Rio, get in touch

According to the police, you should, as soon as possible, go to the
nearest police department and register the loss. The electronic
alternative is <https://dedic.pcivil.rj.gov.br/Home.aspx>.

through 0800 721 1012, or go to Praça XV de Novembro 21. After a

Credit card loss should of course be notified to the card issuer;
but just in case someone has used it, don’t forget to protect your
credit reputation at SERASA 0800-773-7728 or <http://www.
serasaconsumidor.com.br/servicos-roubo-perda-de-documentos/>
; SPC <https://www.spcbrasil.org.br/consumidor/spc-alerta-dedocumentos>; and SCPC <http://www.boavistaservicos.com.br/
consumidor-positivo/sos-cheque-e-documentos/>

Presidente Vargas.

Did you go to the Samba parade or the Bloco by Metrô? Contact
0800 595 1111; passengers are welcome at the Carioca station in the
centre of the city for any questions they might have.
... continued from previous page.
União Biological Reserve, with around
3,000 hectares, further towards Macaé on
the BR-101. Forest corridors are also being
implemented there to join up to other areas
of Mata Atlântica.
Visiting Poço das Antas Biological
Reserve
Poço das Antas is approximately 2 hours’
drive from Rio (120km) and combines well
with a trip to Búzios or Lumiar. It’s after
Silva Jardim and 5km before Casimiro
de Abreu, right off the BR-101 highway.
It opened its doors to visitors in the year
2000. You must book ahead, so please use
the contact details below. There are several
conditions and limitations to the visits.
For example, they have a group booking
policy, with a minimum 5 people and
maximum 20. The rate is around R$100
per person. Bookings must be made at
least 7 days in advance. Tours start at
8:30am and last for about 4 hours. The visit
includes a guided walk along a forest trail,
a presentation about the species and the
project, an exhibition center and a small
gift shop. Please note that the exhibition
centre and presentation area are closed at
weekends, so if visiting then you’ll only be
able to do the first part: the guided walk
through the forest. It’s therefore best to
visit on a weekday.

month, lost documents are sent to the Correios main office on Avenida
And now that we mention it, the post office does have a lost and
found department. On line, go to <http://www2.correios.com.br/
servicos/achados_perdidos/default.cfm>
Train users should try SuperVia by calling 0800 726 9494.
And, when all else fails, local radio stations are always willing to help!
Huge numbers of people have their radios on all day long, including
taxi drivers, so if you’re lucky, someone will be listening who has seen
your precious belongings!

You’ll also see many bird species and the
native flora too, which have also benefitted
from the conservation project. They
mention that they can organize lunch,
tree-planting and local farm visits, but
again this has to be organised in advance.
Several tour operators, the list of which
is on the Poço das Antas website (in
the Nossas Ações- Turismo Sustentável
section), also organize trips to the reserve,
along with visits to the area’s farms, rivers
and waterfalls.
They have a couple of gift shops in Rio: one
at the Corcovado train station and the other
at Avenida Nossa Senhora de Copacabana,
1226. Profits go towards the conservation
project.

To book a visit: <oberlan@micoleao.
org.br>
Bruno Maia, who kindly permitted the use of
his work for this article, has been supporting
the Golden Lion Tamarin Association
for many years. He is a professional
photographer and focuses on landscapes,
fauna and flora. He has worked all over
Brazil, as well as diverse tropical regions of
the world. He lives in Rio de Janeiro and
his photos and contact details can be found
on <www.naturezafotos.org>.

Seeing a Golden Lion Tamarin in the
wild is something few people have
experienced. Grab a group of friends
and go for it!
..................................
Poço das Antas
Rodovia BR 101, Km 214
Silva Jardim- RJ
+55 (22) 2778-2025 / 2778-1580
<www.micoleao.org.br>
13

THEATRE

ANTI-NELSON RODRIGUES
EWA PROCTER

Although this is quite exaggerated, there
are people who say that Nelson Rodrigues
is Brazil’s Shakespeare! I would not go that
far, but it must be said that he brought
about a revolution in Brazilian drama in
1943 when his most famous play (“Vestido
de Noiva” or “Bridal Gown”, his second
work) was staged for the first time.
“Vestido de Noiva” was followed by many
other works written by the man who was
nicknamed “O Anjo Pornográfico” (The
Pornographic Angel) due to the themes
treated in his plays: incest, homosexuality,
prostitution, betrayal, murder, etc. He was
certainly brave, because at that time the
themes of his plays were extraordinary.
Strangely enough, however, he never wrote
a single curse word (“palavrão”) in any of
his works!
I quote James Matthew Barrie (1860-1937):
“Courage is the thing. All goes if courage
goes.”
Some of Nelson Rodrigues’ plays suffered
heavy censorship. “Album de Família”, for
instance, was forbidden to be staged for
twenty-two years! However, eventually,
things were sorted out and even Rodrigues’
heavier material saw the light of the stage.
He also had works adapted for the cinema
– several more than once, totaling twentyfive films and television. As an example of
the durability of his work, “Bonitinha, Mas
Ordinária” (perhaps “cute but cheap”?),
written in 1952, was staged last year in Rio
de Janeiro at the ABI theatre, after it had
already been adapted for the cinema three
times!
Many of Nelson Rodrigues’ plays were
translated into French and German by
well-known writers, and staged in those
countries. In Brazil, it seems that a play,
or the adaptation of his newspaper stories
into a theatrical drama, is always playing
somewhere. There was even a recent
14
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This month, I am writing about one
of Brazil’s most famous playwrights,
mentioning some of his plays, especially
one now showing in Rio: “Anti-Nelson
Rodrigues”. But let us start with Nelson
Rodrigues (1912-1988) himself. He
certainly deserves to be considered a
modern classic. Not only was he a theatre
writer, he was also a journalist, novelist and
a great football fan. His writing was highly
diversified, and brought both readers and
theatre goers many different concepts.

Juliana Teixeira, Joaquim Lopes, Yasmin Gomlevsky e Tonico Pereira

musical adapted from one of his plays (“O
Beijo no Asfalto”).
But let us return to “Anti-Nelson Rodrigues”.
Last year, this play, one of his last ones
(written in 1973), under the direction of
Bruce Gomlevsky, was presented in Rio de
Janeiro, first at the Centro Cultural Banco
do Brasil, and then at the Teatro Gláucio
Gil in Copacabana. Both runs were very
successful! During coming months, this
production, starring Juliana Teixeira,
Yasmin Gomlevsky and Sergio Fonta,
will be presented at the Lonas Culturais,
a project sponsored by the Rio de Janeiro
Prefeitura.
However, this very same play, under
different direction and with a totally
different cast, has already started
presentations at the Teatro de Arena da
Caixa Cultural. This separate production
has arrived from São Paulo, where it had
two very successful runs, and will remain
in Rio for just four weeks (from the 18th of
February until the 13th of March).
The Teatro de Arena da Caixa Cultural is
located on Avenida Almirante Barroso,
25, downtown Rio, close to the Carioca
Metro station. Tickets now are R$ 20
(twenty Reais) and R$ 10 (ten Reais). The
performances start at 7:00 pm and take
place from Thursday to Sunday.
It is a very nice little semi arena theatre
(it has 226 seats of which four are for
wheel-chair users) that usually houses
small productions and has short runs.
Oswaldo Mendes, one of the actors from
São Paulo and who plays the same role

here in Rio, tells me that from the start
the play was presented at an arena theatre
– unlike the one done in Rio last year at
more traditional stages. Due to this arena
staging, and the fact that the action takes
place in different locations, the set consists
of just basic furniture and props, plus a very
large mirror at the back.
Whether you saw the prior Rio de Janeiro
show or not, this is a good opportunity to
watch a new staging of an interesting play
by a famous Brazilian author.
Do not worry about whether or not you
will understand what is going on, for
the action itself is easy to follow. It tells
the story of Oswaldinho, a young man
spoiled by his mother, and despised by
his father. Unscrupulous, a petty thief and
a womanizer, Oswaldinho becomes the
owner of one of his father’s factories, and
decides to have a love affair with a recently
employed girl, the young and incorruptible
Joice. Used to having everything he wants,
Oswaldinho tries to buy Joice’s affection.
However, as she had always dreamed about
true love she does not let his money play
any role in their relationship.
As I said before, Nelson Rodrigues’ themes
are always quite heavy. This play is a bit
of an exception. However, not wanting
to spoil anything for my readers, just as
information, I wish to say that “Anti-Nelson
Rodrigues” is the only play of his that has a
happy ending!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre
translator, and Vice-President of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.
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MARCH

The only authentic
Thai restaurant
in Rio!

01 Tues.: WDA: back to work!
12 Sat.: CCC Intra-Club, Itaguaí
12 Sat.: AmSoc Pancake Breakfast, OLM
13 Sun: Sport Relief Mile, Leblon
14-20 Street Child Games
15 Tues.: US Primary Election Night
18 Fri.: Street Child Rio Resolution presentation,
20 Sun.: SCM Easter Concert
20 Sun.: Street Child Games finals, Fortaleza de São João, 10 am

All credit cards accepted
Reservations and delivery:

21 2259-2962
Rua Rainha Guilhermina 95B - Leblon
Open Mondays from 7pm to Midnight
Tuesdays to Thursdays from 12pm to Midnight
Fridays and Saturdays from 12pm to 1 am
Sundays from 12 pm to 10:30 pm
e-mail: namthai@namthai.com.br
www.namthai.com.br

24-25 TBS Easter Break
25 Fri.: Holiday. Good Friday
27 Sun.: Easter
APRIL

Calendar

Copacabana Palace Hotel, 9 am

02 Sat.: SP vs. CCC, São Paulo
05 Tues.: BCS AGM, 6pm
07 Thur.: AmSoc Happy Hour, Lucky Screw Irish Pub
19 Tues.: BCS Concil meeting, 4:30pm
21 Thurs.: Holiday. Tiradentes
23 Sat.: Holiday. São Jorge

PSYCHOTHERAPY

30-01 CCC Nationals, Itaguaí

VIVIANE RICHARDSON

Clinical Psychologist. Experience with expatriated
and cross-cultural issues.
Lived many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA.
Practice at Botafogo - Rua Voluntários da PáTria 190.
Appointment by phone +55 (21) 99966.9494
or email vivianerichardson@gmail.com

PORTUGUESE AND ENGLISH TEACHER
LUIZ SOUZA

QUALIFIED MA IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS. CLASSES AT YOUR
PLACE OR WORK - PHONE +55 (21) 987376899 OR EMAIL:
SOUZA.LUIZ1963@GMAIL.COM

TIME TO R

E-M

ER
EMB

Don’t delay,
do it today!

www.bcsrio.org.br
Go to Annual Subscription and Donations.
Single Members pay R$100,00,
Family Members pay R$130,00.
Until March 31, when full prices will be charged.
(R$120,00 and R$165,00)
Life Members: no subscription to renew, of course,
but we hope you’ll make a donation.
New Members warmly welcomed!
It’s a one-stop process.

MAY
01 Sun.: Labour Day
21 Sat.: CCC Intra-Club, Itaguaí
23-27 TBS Half Term Break
26 Thurs.: Holiday. Corpus Christi
JUNE
04 Sat.: AmSoc America’s Day
25 Sat.: CCC Intra-Club, Itaguaí

Condé Clinic - Womens Helthcare Center
Obsterics Gynecology - English spoken Medical, nutricional, physioterapy Services
and exams. Preventive Care - vaccine center
Shopping Cassino Atlântico, Copacabana
phones: +55 21 3802-6331 / 99934-6331
www.clinicaconde.com.br

CHECK IT OUT ON THE BCS SITE
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