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FLOODS IN RIO DE JANEIRO:
HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF.
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FROM THE EDITOR

SEX & THE CHURCHES
JACK WOODALL
NO, this is not a slam at a particular
church – note that I wrote “churches”,
plural. It’s just a plea for some common
sense after all the hogwash that has
filled the media recently about a sad situation that, if you think about it, cannot
be a problem only in a church with a celibate clergy.
Start from the fact that there are some
men in any society who like to molest
children. Clergy are only human, so a
small proportion of them will probably
be like that. Add the fact that no family
likes to admit they have a family member with that proclivity, and will try to
keep it covered up from shame, for years
if they think it necessary while they try to
deal with it and get help, before going to
the police. Why should a church be any
different from a family? Admittedly, we
all expect our clergy to stick to a higher
standard of morals than we may achieve
-- but again, they are only human.
Consider the mother of the German man
who recent alleged he had been molested by a priest when he was a child. He
said, after he was grown up, that his
mother -- on her deathbed – asked him
never to speak about it. Her concern
was more for her church than her own

flesh and blood. So of course churches
– congregations as well as bishops -cover this sort of thing up. Certainly the
Roman Catholic church is not the only
one to have the problem.
What has been wrong is that nothing
helpful was done about clergy who were
denounced within the church. They were
moved around, which just exposed a
whole new lot of kids to perversion, but
not advised or sent to be treated for
their problem. If a church wants to deal
with such matters privately, let it at least
take proper disciplinary and redemptive
steps.
Those who think the whole business
could easily be solved by allowing clergy
to marry forget this: child molesters prefer children to adult women, so the problem would remain. But marriage would
solve a quite different problem. Think of
the poor woman in Edward Rutherford’s
great historical novel “London” who married a Protestant priest and had a child,
but when Mary Queen of Scots came to
power had to disown her; or the dreadful dilemma of the priest in “The Thorn
Birds”. That would solve the problem of
their children being “illegitimate” – even
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Salvador Dali: Christ of St John of the Cross

though they may receive a pension from
the church -- and allow them to have a
normal family life with two parents,
which would indeed be a great step forward. It would also put an end to the
children’s cruel insult when playing in the
street: “Race you to that wall. Whoever
comes last is mulher do padre!”
The Roman Catholic church recently
forced a notorious African bishop to
divorce his wife whom he married after
he was consecrated. But it now permits
married clergy converting from the
Anglican church to keep their wives. It
will eventually be forced to allow marriage because it is short of priests and
the number of its faithful in developing
countries is multiplying by leaps and
bounds. It’s just that any change moves
at a glacial pace.
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THE NURSE WHO BECAME PRESIDENT
Samora Machel of
Mozambique
JACK WOODALL

Samora Machel, a male nurse, led the
Marxist
guerillas
against
the
Portuguese from hideouts in the
jungle. There is a hair-raising photo of
his team in surgical scrubs operating
on a wounded fighter on a kitchen
table, in the open air under the jungle
canopy. When the Portuguese gave up
the fight and granted the country
independence, Machel became
president in 1975. His first act was to
execute all political opponents and all
dissidents in his own party – including
his ex-wife – and institute one-party
rule. But he made the mistake of
giving shelter to the South African and
Zimbabwean liberation fighters from
across Mozambique’s borders. In
retaliation, those countries financed a
rebel group that fought his
government for 15 years and which, on
top of nationalization and other illconsidered Marxist actions, plus the
exodus of all the colonial Portuguese
professional and mercantile populace
after some episodes of racial violence,
completely wrecked the country,
leaving it one of the poorest in Africa,
totally dependent on foreign aid.
I met President Machel at
Mozambique’s 9th Independence Day
celebrations on 25 June 1984. As a
diplomat accredited to the World
Health Organization, I was in
Mozambique to introduce the

Above us, on the grass verges, stood a
small, ragged and motley crowd of
about 50 citizens – nobody had been
bussed in from the countryside waving
flags to swell the number of locals.
Many were barefoot, and all the
children had the pot bellies that come
from malnutrition and malaria.
Mozambique has one of the lowest life
expectancies and highest infant
mortality rates in Africa because of
malaria.
I was mightily impressed by the
President’s low profile and the
simplicity of the occasion – but at the
time I knew nothing of his cruel
treatment of his enemies.
Later there was a garden party at the
Presidential Palace. On the lawn,
tables were laid out covered in white
cloths, food and wine, shaded from
the bright sunshine by spreading
acacia trees. The President circulated
among the guests, shaking hands and
exchanging a few words with each; he
was pleased to be greeted by me in
Brazilian Portuguese.
After a short, formal speech, he
introduced the day’s special guest, a
South African nationalist just released

Samora Machel of Mozambique

from prison there. Machel called on
all present to affirm their opposition
to apartheid; there was a general
murmur of assent. Then he singled
out the U.S. ambassador. “We have the
representative of a very great power
with us here today,” the President
cried. “Mr. U.S. Ambassador, your
government also opposes apartheid,
doesn’t it?” The ambassador raised his
right arm high in affirmation, to
general satisfaction.

Commonwealth

Mozambique became a member of the
Commonwealth when it became a
democracy in 1995, after centuries of
Portuguese colonial rule followed by
years of Marxist one-party dictatorship.
Its membership is unique in that it is
the only Commonwealth country
which was never under British rule and
which does not have English as an
official language. The newest member
of the Commonwealth is Rwanda,
which was under French, not British,
colonial rule, but one of whose official
languages is now English – and they
play cricket into the bargain.

country’s first programme against
AIDS.
The
international
representatives
followed
the
Presidential motorcade of Mercedes
limousines to the mausoleum of the
Heroes of the Revolution who had
fallen
in
the
struggle
for
independence. It is a simple roof of
white marble slabs, the shape of a very
wide patio umbrella, over a sunken
circular chamber at a roundabout on
the highway between the capital,
Maputo, and the airport. Machel wore
a simple khaki army uniform, Castrostyle, with none of the sashes, gold
braid and rows of medal ribbons
usually adopted by heads of state on
official occasions. A bugler sounded a
few notes and then the President laid a
wreath at the entrance. We walked
down a ramp into the cool, shadowed
interior and inspected the memorial
plaques on the wall.

Samora Machel died in 1986, along
with top government ministers, in a
plane crash in the Lebombo
mountains in South Africa, due to a
navigational error some claim was
caused deliberately by South African
interference with navigation beacons.
His death was a blessing in disguise,
because his successor, Joaquim
Chissano, reversed nationalization,
carried out institutional reforms and
moved the country away from
Marxism to capitalism. He also began
peace talks with the rebels. The first
multiparty elections were held in
1994, following which Mozambique,
now a democracy, was admitted into
the Commonwealth in recognition of
its support for the freedom fighters
of
Southern
Rhodesia
(now
Zimbabwe) and South Africa who
brought an end to apartheid in those
countries – but at what cost to its own
people!

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
3

Passion of the Christ at Lapa
Arches
DAVID WELLER

AroundRio

We’ve lived in Rio de Janeiro for over
five years now, yet still the “Cidade
Maravilhosa” has the ability to stun,
amaze and thrill. On this occasion it
was the staging of the “Paixão de
Cristo” (Passion of the Christ) in the
shadow of the arches of Lapa, on the
evening of Good Friday.
“There were perhaps between three
and four thousand people of all ages
gathered on the semi-circular steps
and bare concrete surrounds that
form a simple amphitheatre. The
atmosphere was as warm and inviting
as the weather around us and we felt
completely safe. The magnificent
white arches of Lapa – now badly in
need of a clean -- formed a superb
backdrop for the large raised stage
that stood in front of them and us. In
years gone by those same arches
transported water to the well-heeled
residents of Santa Teresa; now it’s the
bonde that trundles along it, stopping
on this night, a number of times, for
its passengers to get a glimpse of the
spectacle below.
“Waiting for the action to begin we
were entertained by the usual array of
biscuit, candy floss and cold drink
sellers and someone selling a plastic
toy rocket with a light inside that
threw itself up in the air and then
crashed to the floor. It only does it
once, and perhaps not surprisingly
there wasn’t too much demand for it.
When it reached 7pm the vendors
seemed to sense they were to about to
witness something special and settled
back to watch the spectacle too.
“It was a spectacle indeed. We were
taken on a journey starting from
some of the events in the early life of
Jesus – his Transfiguration, and the
forgiving of the woman caught in
adultery to the events from Palm
Sunday (complete with full size,
believable donkey) to Holy Week, the
arrest and crucifixion. The acting was
impeccable, the costumes perfect,
the diction of the actors and the
sound system faultless and the production quickly held the audience in
its grasp. Behind the stage, photos
were projected onto a backdrop of
old Jerusalem, of stormy or sunny
skies as the scene dictated, the soli-
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Paixão de Cristo, Arcos da Lapa

tude of the garden of Gethsemane
and the inside courtyard of Herod
and Pilate’s palaces. When the devil
was on stage flames snarled away at
the edges of the picture. A ballerina
dressed in white depicted the Holy
Spirit, giving Christ the strength to
take him to the cross. It was simply
stunning and the music score perfectly complemented the scenes as
the actors began to tell their powerful story.
“We had to smile when the small
handkerchief that a woman used to
wipe the face of Christ then miraculously became the Turin Shroud. But
in the end it didn’t really matter,
Jesus with his cross and the crowd
were on a journey and out in the
audience we felt we were on that journey too. The depiction of the crucifixion was simply amazing as all three
crosses were raised with white spotlights on each. Around us, the crowd
gasped as the gory spectacle took
centre stage. Even the presence of
passing buses, the odd police siren
and a few planes heading for Santos
Dumont simply refused to distract us
from the events we were witnessing.
The climax came after nearly 75 minutes in the resurrection scene, with
Jesus dressed in a simple white robe,
appearing from backstage, bathed in
a brilliant white light. Almost to a
man spontaneous clapping broke out
across the crowd, and music akin to
Handel’s “Alleluia Chorus” played
out. It was magical.
“After warm and lengthy applause
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Rio
came on stage to thank the perform-

Paixão de Cristo, Arcos da Lapa

ers and to wish the crowd a Happy
Easter. He went on to say that events
we had witnessed were more than just
a great theatrical production, but
were to be received into our hearts
and lives too. I couldn’t have put it
better myself.
“As the crowd dispersed we found a
corner café, enjoyed an ice cold açai
and reflected on what we had just witnessed. I am sorry for all those times
recently I have moaned about the
state of Rio’s roads and the incessant
traffic jams. When the Cidade Maravilhosa gets something right, it gets it
very right indeed. In so called seedy
and downtown Lapa we were mightily privileged on Good Friday evening
to watch, or rather experience, more
than just a good show. It was the perfect ending to the most solemn day of
the Church’s year.
Have a word if you’d like to come
along and see it with us next year.

WEDDINGS, christenings, birthdays, anniversaries, visitors, happenings: send them with photos
for publication in this column at
<the.umbrella@terra.com.br>

CHRIST CHURCH

THE RAIN BROUGHT DEATH AND
DESTRUCTION
DAVID WELLER
each passing bus producing a bigger
splash than the last.

Dear All,
As I walk around Botafogo there are still
mounds of earth and dust piled high in
many of the smaller side streets. They
serve as a reminder of the unprecedented
rainfall from the first week of April, and
the effects that followed. We all have stories to tell of those days; Rachel and I
stood at the gate of the site and watched
Rua Real Grandeza quickly transform
itself into a muddy fast flowing river, with

For others the rain brought death and
destruction, and our hearts and prayers go
out to those who have lost so much. I
couldn’t help but notice how many of
those so directly affected spoke of God
and their trust and faith in Him. Globo TV
carried many short interviews with those
who had lost everything but their faith in
God and in His provision. In the depths of

their despair, they cried out to God. As
we celebrated at Easter only a living God
can hear our cries and respond to them.
The worst of life can drive us up the wall
or up into the arms of Jesus.
On a lighter note, as a family we decided
to respond to the appeals for good quality clothes. So we went through our cupboards and before long were left with a
huge pile of things we rarely wear.
Perhaps before long a displaced resident
of the floods may soon be seen wearing a
brand new Hull City football shirt. I
hope so. But seriously, a small effort if
repeated by many people, soon becomes
a huge effort.
On a totally different final note, our
Christ Church E News is now a month
old. It’s a weekly message update of news
and information about what’s happening at Christ Church. Please get in touch
if you have an E mail address and would
like to receive it too. A printed copy is
placed each week on the Church notice
board in the cloisters for those without E
mail access.
I wish you all every blessing,
Rev. David

Sunday 23rd May Pentecost Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Family Holy Communion with guest speaker Jon Harris
Jesus Christ is risen, He has ascended, come and celebrate
the coming of the Holy Spirit
Sunday 27th June
10.30 a.m. Confirmation Service
with the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Rio, Bishop Filadelfo

ALL WELCOME
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Annual General Meeting
Distribution of the documentation
for the AGM was delayed by the
disruption due to the floods, so the
meeting had to be postponed until
the end of the month, after this
issue had gone to press. Details of
the new Council and its Officers will
be published in the BCS E-news and

David Miller is co-author, together
with his wife Izabel and two
colleagues, of the beautiful book
“The Organ Mountain Range: its
History and its Orchids”, David gave
a much appreciated illustrated
talk on 27th April on the flora and
fauna of this region in the mountains
behind Rio. They signed copies
of their book at the end.

The BCS Proudly Presents:
FREE ENTRY !
RIO QUIZ NIGHT
(WORLD CUP SPECIAL)
Friday 11th June 19:30hrs
Jubilee Hall,
Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo
The BCS have brought RQN back
for a one-off World Cup Special.
On the eve of England v USA in
South Africa, is there a better way
to get in the mood?
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AMERICAN SOCIETY

Although we celebrate the World
Cup, the Quiz will have its familiar
rounds on:
1) Science & Nature,
2) Art Film & Literature,
3) History & Geography,
4) Music,
5) Sport & Games
As you can see… this is NOT a
football quiz!
Hibs FC are Magic currently hold
the Chris Wallace Trophy and we’re
sure they’ll be back to defend it. As
ever there are big prizes for the
winners of each round.

David & Izabel Miller with their book

Talk by David Miller on the
Serra de Orgãos

The BCS was sad to hear that their
former two-time chair (1981-82,
2000-01)
suffered
a
brain
haemorrhage in April and was
hospitalized in Teresópolis. We
wish him a speedy recovery.

Pancake Brunch

FORMAT
Teams are six-a-side. Teams have a
minute to confer as each question
is called and answer sheets are
handed to the referees at the end
of each round.
This is NOT a football quiz!
in the next issue of The Umbrella.

Ian Rutherford OBE

WHAT’S NEW
Stalwarts may notice that General
Knowledge has been dropped.
This will allow for substitutes yet
avoid extra time! All will be
revealed at kick off. Needless to
say, this is NOT a football quiz!
We would like to kick off at 19.30
sharp so aim to get here for 19:00
to pick up your kit.
FOOD AND DRINK
The BCS are setting up the cash
bar and you will be able to get
pizza delivered to your table!
HOW TO REGISTER
Please register your team in
advance to reserve the best
available table and avoid queues.
If you don’t have a team, just come
along and we’ll find you one! Get
your team together and contact:
keith@prepona.com - 2507 5219
(com) 2527 6716 (res) or
adam@newstart.com.br - 2508
6917 (com), 2551 1968 (res)
…and by the way… this is NOT a
football quiz.

Greg & Kate Stewart, Gerry Eigen, Lindsay Duval,
Michael & Vanica Royster

This was a huge success on Saturday
17th April, on a beautiful fall day,
when expert pancake chefs turned
out an inexhaustible supply of
delicious flapjacks that could be
smothered in butter and maple
syrup, with diced melon on the side,
coffee and juice. All you could eat
for the knockdown price of R$10! A
record crowd of 160 partook, with
some gluttons returning for third
and fourth servings – no names, no
pack drill.

Mother's Day Brunch
The JW Marriott hotel is offering
AmSoc Rio members a special price
for their Mother's Day Brunch,
Sunday 9th May. Reservations must
be
made
through
events@
americansocietyrio.org. Wishing all a
very Happy Mother's Day.

The Umbrella
AmSoc has joined the BCS in
upgrading the mailing of The
Umbrella from Impresso to Carta, so
that it will be received by members
during the first week of the month
instead of later, when half or more of
the advertised events of the month
will have already taken place.

AMERICA’S DAY
The American Society of Rio de
Janeiro is gearing up for its premier
and well-loved event, America's Day.
It will be held at EARJ, Escola
Americana Rio de Janeiro, at the
Gavea campus on Saturday, 29th May
starting at noon. This year's event is
chaired by Jenee Slocum, an AmSoc

Rio board member, with the help of
assistant chair, Caren Addis. A few of
the committee members include Jim
Kappeler, Hollie Pate, Regina
Franco, Bridget Reynolds, Yuwei
Harris, and Annette Dam. Gerry
EIgen, Henriette Sigres, Fernanda
Carvalho and Lindsay Duval are
working on the raffle prizes, which
include a round trip ticket to the
states on American Airlines. Some of
the committed donors of products
include Coca Cola whose varied
beverage products will be served
along with Sol Beer, EARJ, WER
plastic ware, Fellini restaurant pies,
Garytos corn chips, just to name a
few. We will be letting you know what
other exciting prizes we have on our
website and communications.

Community Notebook
We will be announcing additions to
this list in our new weekly online
publication, " T h e
Community
Notebook" which will be written by
Michael Royster, who is on the
communications committee chaired
by Stone Korshak, a new board
member whereas Michael is ex-officio
as a former president of AmSoc Rio.
We will be highlighting other
members of this committee next

month along with other board
members and what they are doing to
help make this year incredibly busy
and special

Sponsors
We are pleased to welcome Coca
Cola as one of our new Platinum
Sponsors of our organization,
joining American Airlines and
Chevron. This month Oceaneering
renewed its commitment in the
Silver category and Fellini restaurant
as a Copper sponsor. We have many
sponsorship opportunities available;
let us know how we can partner
together.

Future events
We have many exciting happenings
in the planning stages. Don't miss
out on AmSoc Rio celebrating
American traditions in Rio de
Janeiro. And, most importantly, you
do not have to be American to be a
member, you just have to enjoy
participating in events including
Pancake Brunches, Easter Egg Hunts
-- a big success this year -- Halloween,
Thanksgiving, to name a few. We
look forward to seeing you soon.
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Website
We have many board members
working hard to make our website,
< w w w. a m e r i c a n s o c i e t y r i o . o r g >
functional and up-to-date on what is
going on. Plus you will be able to pay
for events and your membership on
it. As you may know, members
receive the monthly Umbrella and get
discounts for varied businesses
including IBEU Portuguese and
English lessons, Pink Fleet, Luiz
Salvador, Jamer Books and others
that we will be adding soon.

English Cemetery, Gamboa

BRITISH BURIAL FUND
English Cemetery, Gamboa,
suffers storm damage
Recent heavy rains and high winds in
Rio left their mark all over the city.
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Flooded garages, dripping ceilings,
damaged cars and even landslides
were reported by various members of
the community. Gamboa was no
exception, and the trees in the
cemetery suffered fallen branches
and in one case a large “Amendoeira”
was uprooted and toppled among
some of the oldest graves and
monuments. Luckily the fall was
cushioned
by
the
branches
themselves, and there was little
damage to gravestones. It happened
at night, and nobody was injured.
Removal of the tree has to be
contracted to outside professionals,
but the cemetery staff were also very
busy clearing up the mess caused by
smaller branches and the tons of
leaves.

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION
Jumble Sale
We are now only two months away
from the WDA Jumble Sale. Please
note that the event is now scheduled
to take place on Wednesday 14th July
and not on the 7th as previously
advised.
We wish to thank those of you who
have already sent along donations in
response to our appeal. The ladies
of the WDA who are responsible for
receiving the donations are now very
busy separating the different items;
pricing them and setting aside any
articles considered suitable for sale
on our White Elephant Stall at the
end of the year. There is still time for
you to have a good search around

8

your friends and neighbours know
about our products. Our prices are
very good; all the ingredients are
natural and they are made from
English recipes.

Empty Jars

WDA Ladies: Cida Szatmari, Ducília, Anne
Robinson, Rosangela França, ''Nininha'', Leila
Grivet (in foreground)

the house for items of clothing you
no longer need, household articles
including ornaments, toys, jigsaw
puzzles etc., anything you send along
to us will contribute to making the
event a success. It would be
appreciated if you could check that
any electrical appliances you donate
are in working order The more we
receive, the more we shall be able to
help the different charities at the
end of the year. Deliveries can be
made any day during the week to
Karen, secretary, Christ Church,
telephone 2226-7332, from 11am. to
2 pm. or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695 , any
time between 8.30am. and 4.30 pm.
Please remember that between 2 pm.
and 3.30 pm. when the school
finishes, cars are not allowed into the
grounds.

Marmalades, pickles and
chutneys
These products are available any day
during the week and especially on
Tuesday mornings or on Sunday
after the Church service. Please let

Many of our readers automatically
return their empty marmalade,
pickles and chutney jars for re-use,
which is much appreciated. If you
have any of these empty jars lying
around the kitchen, please send
them to us together with the metal
tops. Many thanks.

Christmas Crackers
We are starting to make the
Christmas Crackers. What did you
think of those we produced last year,
without the bangers? Would you like
to see them on the shelves again this
year? If so, please let us know -- this
will give us an idea of how many we
should make. A phone call to Olive
3396-8498
or
e-mail
olivearantes@terra.com.br would be
much appreciated.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
Alumnus letter:
please go to p.15

ADVERTISE IN
THE UMBRELLA!
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RABIES, CATS & RACCOONS IN THE BIG APPLE
JACK WOODALL

Deadly Bugs

Central Park, Manhattan Island, New York City, is a magical place. Take a look at it on Google Earth – it is a huge
chunk of open space slap in the middle of all those skyscrapers, with 136 acres of woodlands, 250 acres of lawns
and 150 acres of water contained in 7 lakes and ponds. It
contains 58 miles of pedestrian paths, 6.5 miles of park
drives, 4.5 miles of bridle paths and nearly 9000 benches!
There are 21 playgrounds and a zoo with a tropical rainforest hothouse. More than half a million trees, shrubs,
and vines were planted during the building of the park -today there are more than 26 000 trees. Over 275 species
of migratory birds have been sighted there, a major stopping point on the Atlantic flyway.
It has a surprising amount of wildlife; would you believe
raccoons, foxes and coyotes? But since December last,
some of the raccoons began acting strangely. They
sought out human company rather than shying away, a
sign that there was something awry in their little brains.
Park staff caught them, and found they had rabies!
First there were two, then four, then a lot more. Health
investigators have confirmed reports of 28 rabid raccoons in or near Central Park as of January this year, a
dramatic increase over the past, when only three rabid
raccoons were reported from 2003 to November last
year. The Health Dept. has posted fliers in the park and
nearby subway stations and plans to vaccinate raccoons
in and around Central Park, Morningside Park and
Riverside Park in an attempt to slow the spread of the
disease.
Vaccinating wild raccoons is the most effective way to
stop raccoon rabies. A capsule of oral rabies vaccine (different from what is injected into humans) is inserted into
a compressed block of fishmeal and fish oil, which is very
attractive to raccoons. Dropped from planes or distributed by land vehicles, the bait is quickly consumed within 5 days. Once eaten by a raccoon, antibodies will develop within 2-3 weeks to protect it against infection from
the bite of rabid animals. Small quantities consumed by
domestic pets will not harm them; dogs will swallow the
bait without chewing it, so do not burst the capsule
inside. One of the keys to successful oral rabies vaccination bait is acceptance by the target species. Several
flavours of bait exist including fish, poultry, beef, cheese
and a mixture of flavors. Marshmallow bait was used as
an attractant for foxes and then found to work for raccoons also.
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More than 25 million people visit Central Park each year.
The city hasn't had a human case of rabies since 1953.
But apart from the risk to people in the park, what does
this mean for cats? The total New York City feral (ownerless) cat population is probably about 36,000, mostly in
the outer boroughs like Queens and the Bronx and mostly in parks, because in Manhattan there is too much traffic and not enough access to human homes, which are
mostly in high-rise buildings. Dog rabies has been officially eradicated from the USA, but rabid cats are still
found, mostly infected by tangling with raccoons. The
last known appearance of rabies among cats in New York
City was on Staten Island in August 2006: 3 rabid cats and
7 rabid raccoons turned up in the same neighbourhood

Backyard raccoons

over a 5-month interval. One was an unvaccinated pet
cat, who got outside one night and fought with a raccoon
within a block of where a rabid raccoon had been
trapped.
Many, perhaps most, feral cats in New York City have
been vaccinated and sterilized and are under regular
observation by feeders. New York City has three of the
oldest and largest feral cat sterilization and vaccination
projects in the USA, and if any of the feral cats they work
with were rabid, alarms would soon sound. Savvy feral
cats usually don't mess with raccoons, who are nest predators of kittens and are big enough to knock a cat's eyeballs out with a swipe of the paw -- a type of injury seen
twice in big toms who had obviously engaged in boxing
matches with raccoons and lost badly. They had no bite
wounds. Dim-witted, occasionally roaming pet cats do
tangle with raccoons, and are more likely to become
infected by rabies.
The biggest concern is Staten Island, where rabies has
apparently spiked in the raccoon population. The theory that cats are re-cycling raccoon rabies is just not
borne out by the facts. Neighborhood Cats, the largest of
the many NYC feral cat sterilization and vaccination
projects, says it is tracking about 9000 to 10 000 cats.
Estimates are 10 000 free-roaming cats were
spayed/neutered in 2009 alone. By no means, however,
are most of NYC's free-roaming cats sterilized and vaccinated, based on the ever-growing demand for those
services and the steady rate of cats being brought to city
shelters over the past several years.
While feral cat mortality runs very high in most places,
longevity increases after cats are sterilized (because they
roam less), and NYC, though it does have some coyotes,
foxes, and other predators of cats (hawks, eagles and
large owls prey on kittens), has far fewer than most US
communities; NYC probably has lower feral cat mortality
than most places.
[Source: Newsmedia reports on the ProMED website
<www.promedmail.org>. Don’t delay to vaccinate your pets -- it
may save their lives and even yours. Whether you have a dog, cat,
or some other pet, vaccination against rabies is critical for
their protection and is cheap insurance for your life. – Ed.]

WHY I’M A VET
MARTIN HUGH-JONES

As a vet I am frequently asked, “How
do you know what’s the matter?
They can’t talk.” Animals don’t talk,
they shout! They are experts in body
language; they read us and we can
tell a lot from how they behave and
interact with us. Also in veterinary
medicine, animals do not have symptoms, they have signs, which we pull
from their behaviour, our palpations, examinations, and samples. A
student of mine who burnt out after
18 years of race horse practice and
then went to medical school in Little
Rock, USA, told me that the practice
of both medicines is much the same.
Just the medics sometimes have better diagnostic aids, which unfortunately, even when they are the same,
are more expensive.
“Real doctors look after more than
one species.” This is the slogan on a
very popular student T-shirt at the
Louisiana State veterinary school. I
regularly take them when travelling
to give to foreign medical colleagues. I have never done work on
amphibians, fish or snakes – though
I have collected many of them – but
I have been fortunate to have had
research projects involving alligators, armadillos, plains and wood
bison, cats, cattle, chickens, deer,
elk, goats, humans, kudu, mice,
pigs, rabbits, sand martins, sheep,
turkeys, and vultures. I have never
done canine research, just had bull
terriers as companions – and I
could bore you to tears with stories
about my Staffordshire bull terrier,
Stanley.

My daughter lives in Los Angeles
and works in the television industry
as a Personal Assistant. She knows it
with an encyclopedic intensity.
Regularly she sends me pictures, say
for example of a horse, a 5 to 6 yearold bay mare, bruised off-side foot
(resting), fascinated by something
behind photographer (alert, ears
forward, eyes pointed there), otherwise relaxed, well groomed, and at
ease. “Nice horse.” I say. “Don’t you
recognize the star?” “Who?” “Emma
Roberts.” My reply, “Oh. They need
to tighten the girth on that saddle.”
I have been visiting the Wood Bison
National Park in northern Alberta
for some years now. The wood bison
is a fascinating animal that can safely navigate mile after mile of woodland. The mobs are essentially matriarchal with some elderly retired
bulls. The bulls wander in friendly
pairs usually, coming back only for
the breeding season when the older
bulls acquire harems before heading
back out again. They display by
lying on their back in wallows and
shaking, putting up a dust column
50 to 60 feet high. The young bulls
hang around and sometimes acquire
heifer groupies and then head out
to form a new mob somewhere. I
first saw plains bison on Ted
Turner’s Flying-D ranch in Montana
where they form mobs of hundreds,
maybe a thousand. Their bulls hang
around outside the mob and in season breed the cows when they are
just six years old. The plains bison is
a furry animal, while the wood bison
has little fur and is some 200-300 lbs.
heavier. It lives at a higher latitude
in a harsher winter climate – its
insulation is fat, not fur. As you
might gather I much prefer wood
bison.
One of the happiest years of my life
was when I was at the Central Vet
Lab, Weybridge, Surrey, in the
Pathology
(six
guys)
&
Epidemiology (me) Departments
and we were researching the
deforming action of BVD4 virus, the
cause of ‘Border Disease’ in sheep.
The time window is very short,
between the 13th to 15th day of
embryonic life, when it can infect
the embryo’s ectoderm; this outer
tissue later forms the skin and the
spinal cord by folding. Early infec-

We love animals

tions can kill the embryo; a bit later
it affects a wide range of organs
including the sinuses in the head
and the spinal cord and later still
just the wool follicles, which form
hair instead, which being hollow
reflect light. This is an economically
important disease on the Welsh
Border and therefore the research
was both important for future control but also very basic. Such
research is impossible in human
medicine.

First Person

I am alleged to have told a friend
“Sick animals are much easier than
humans to deal with because, among
other things, they can’t lie to you
about symptoms or bore you with
tales of their multiple complaints.”
Maybe I did say that, except one has
to realise that most animals are like
human infants but with muscle control and hormones. It can make for
interesting experiences. On the
other hand, sperm whales can sing
25-minute songs; small birds migrate
thousands of miles and return to
where they set off from; monkeys
and apes have tools; and we see
intense maternal care and affection
across the whole spectrum. It is a
privilege to help look after them.

A few years ago I was helping ‘Family
Road’ – a maternal health organization for pregnant women, especially
teens – tackle the severe problem of
infant mortality here in Baton
Rouge. My grad student Misty, during the same day, interviewed a
pregnant 29-year-old grandmother
and a pregnant 43-year-old drugaddict homeless mother of two children. In veterinary medicine bad
mothers are turned into hamburger;
we are professional eugenicists.
Don’t get me wrong -- I have the
highest regard and respect for public health nurses who look after
these women every day. Misty’s doctoral research was to predictively
map infant mortality using multiyear census tract & mortality data.
Very successful and would have guided the placement of new maternal
care clinics in the city, but
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 flooded
us with 120,000 refugees from New
Orleans.
Humans? My daughter is one. Some
of my best friends are humans, but
animals fascinate me.
[Martin is a Brit who brain-drained to
the USA decades ago and became a
much-loved professor there. He is now
more-or-less retired. – Ed.]
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GOODBYE, SUPERSPY
SUSAN DE HEVENINGHAM BAEKELAND

First Person

After the Second World War ended my
parents, my sister, nanny and I went to
Kenya, where my father bought a coffee farm.
When we occasionally sailed back to Britain
to visit relatives we always went through the
port of Aden, where I heard tales of towns
up dry wadis (river valleys) with skyscrapers built of mud -- the Hadramaut.
So when independence was in the air in
Kenya and it looked as if our days in that
paradise were numbered, I decided I
would try to go to South Yemen. To this
end I obtained one of the few private
places at the British Foreign office
Arabic studies school, the Middle East
Centre for Arabic Studies (MECAS) at
Shemlan in the Lebanon, known colloquially as the "Shemlan spy school".
The Lebanese Civil War forced the closure of MECAS and it is now a home for
mentally-handicapped children run by
the Dar Al-Aytam Al-Islamiyah.
In 1962 I arrived at MECAS, the year
after George Blake, who had been
exposed by the Polish defector, Michael
Goleniewski, had been recalled from
the school. Women were not permitted
to live in the Centre, although one
worked and ate there, and I was housed
with an Arab familly living in Shemlan
village. The majority of students were
from the British Foreign Office, or oil
companies and the odd academic. One
or two brought their wives with them.
Frank and Julie (known as Bobby)
Jungers were friends of mine, he went
on to be Chairman of ARAMCO
(American Arabian Oil Company at
Dharan) We all got caught in cross fire
in Damascus while we were on a visit
when a coup d'etat broke out and bullets were flying across the street, but
Frank drove very fast, shouting "keep
your heads down", and no-one was hit.

During that winter, lecturers on Arab
politics and such subjects as a history of the
Ba'ath Party were given by H.A.R. Philby,
known as Kim, who had been sent to
Beirut as foreign correspondent for the
Observer and Economist newspapers -he was also still, I believe, working for MI6
part time. Kim’s lectures were always
very well attended and very interesting.
On 23rd January 1963, the Snodgrasses
from the British Embassy held a dinner
party. John Snodgrass was, if I remember correctly, First Secretary. The
Embassy gave these dinner parties from
time to time and to each they invited a
different bunch of MECAS students. We
were looking forward to the occasion as
Kim Philby and his American wife,
Eleanor, had been invited and it promised to be a most interesting evening.
We were all standing around when
Eleanor Philby arrived without Kim, but
she explained that he would be following later, as he had said he had to go out
to meet a contact for an article he was
preparing, but if the meeting took long
and he did not get back in time for
Eleanor, not to wait for him but to go
on her own to the dinner and he would
follow as soon as he was able. He should
not be long, she said. Kim did not
appear and we went in to dinner. After
the fish course Eleanor asked if she
could telephone home to see if Kim was
there --mobile phones did not exist in
those days. This she did and there was
no answer. We ate the meat course and
the dessert: still no Kim. Eleanor looked
worried and said she was sure something
must have happened to him, she hoped
he had not had an accident. Another
telephone call was made. She did not
appear to have any prior knowledge that
he was due to leave for the USSR.
John Snodgrass said he would contact
the Ambassador and he and other

Kim Philby

embassy staff would see Eleanor home.
By this time everyone was talking about
what could have happened. We all knew
that Kim had been under suspicion as a
double agent -- the “Third Man” -- but he
had denied it. That an official from the
Foreign Office had come to the
Lebanon from the UK to interview Kim
and possibly arrest him, was not known
to us students at the time.
The party broke up early to take Eleanor
home and discover what had happened
to Kim. In our car going back we discussed the possibility that he had "done
a runner". Someone wondered if he had
been tipped off. The next day one of the
Foreign Office students who had been
at the party told us that a note had been
found, under a flower pot at their residence; he said that Kim had apparently
left for Moscow. It was thought at the
time he had gone out on a Russian ship
which had been in the harbour. There
was a rumour going around that possibly he had been tipped off and allowed
to go to save embarassment. Eleanor followed him to Moscow but did not like it
and returned to the USA in 1965. Kim
Philby remained in Moscow and died
there in 1988. When asked by a journalist, years after his defection, whether he
missed anything in the West, he apparently replied “Yes, the cricket”!

Blonde answers
Q. Which days of the week start with a “T”?
Blonde A. Today and Tomorrow.
Q: How may seconds in a year?
Blonde A: 12 – 2nd of January, 2nd of February, 2nd of
March etc.
Q: What was the name of the swagman in “Waltzing
Matilda”?
Blonde A: Andy – “Andy sat, Andy watched, Andy waited till his billy boiled…”
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ATHLETE’S FOOT REMEDY FOR BAT NOSES
JANET RALOFF

John Eisemann of the Agriculture Department's Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, better known as APHIS, in Fort
Collins, Colorado, mentioned the new program during his talk
at the American Chemical Society's spring national meeting. He
was describing legal tactics by which wildlife officials can thwart
invasive vertebrate species with off-the-shelf chemicals. He
noted, for instance, how scientists have used a contraceptive vaccine -- one designed to control white-tail deer populations -- on
rodents. It offered a nonlethal approach to reining in the population explosion of non-native fox squirrels on a University of
California campus.
In another instance, wildlife managers employed a cholesterol
inhibiting drug to reduce sex hormone levels -- and the urge to
reproduce -- among invasive monk parakeets. And on Guam,
Eisemann's team designed special traps baited with newborn
mouse carcasses implanted with a child's dose of acetaminophen, the active ingredient in Tylenol. It proved amazingly effective in poisoning a major scourge, invasive brown tree snakes -and only that species.
The bat task force enlisted Eisemann's help to make sure that
whatever they tried would be legal. He's the go-to guy for identi-

Monk parakeets

Bats with white nose disease

Science

Over the past four years, a mysterious fungus has struck hibernating North American bats, turning their noses white and forcing
them out of their lairs to die in the cold and snow. Populations in
affected caves and mines can experience death rates of more than
80 percent over a winter (see “Attack of the White Death,” The
Umbrella, March 2010 p.22.) In desperation, an informal interagency task force of scientists from state and federal agencies has
just launched an experimental program to fight the plague. Their
weapon: a drug ordinarily used to treat athlete's foot.

Brown tree snake

fying what permissions, waivers or requests are required before
wildlife managers can apply poisons or anti-fertility drugs. The
Food and Drug Administration allows for some off-label use of an
existing drug as a veterinary prescription. That's the tactic he
arranged for the task force to use with the athlete's foot drug.
Theoretically, Eisemann says, it should have been possible for scientists to apply to get the chemical officially registered – i.e.
approved -- for use on bats. But with the disease spreading like
wildfire and the potential market for a white-nose therapeutic
tiny, the time and expense didn't seem feasible. Afraid of upsetting the ecological balance of endemic fungi in caves, the scientists decided to pilot test the program in already disturbed environments -- a few mines in upstate New York. Earlier this year, the
researchers applied the antifungal medicine to the noses of several hundred bats. It killed the fungus, Eisemann says. Now the
goal is to see if and how it might have affected the treated
colonies' die-off rate, since only a small share of any population
had their noses rubbed with the antifungal drug. But the scientists are hoping they might not need to treat the entire colony. "If
there's enough communal grooming," Eisemann said, "they may
only need to treat a certain percentage of the bats."
[From: Science News 22 March 2010]

Fox squirel

A Tribute
J. Roy Corrie
b. Rio de Janeiro, November 1945; d. Oporto, March 2010
Roy left Brazil as an 8-year old to be educated in England. His generosity was the first of his many qualities to be mentioned at his flower-filled
funeral service in Oporto. At the age of 10, Roy splurged all his pocket money on six Mars Bars (plus postage) to send to his elder brother,
Bruce, also at boarding school. Roy gave a great deal of himself to all who knew him; that is why so many, in Rio and around the world, felt so
empty to hear of his passing.
Roy graduated from Oxford and trained as an accountant with Price Waterhouse. Before reaching the age of 30, he made good his promise
to return to Brazil. He brought with him a contagious enthusiasm for life and an endless ability to charm. He and his “other half” Adria became
involved in every aspect of community life, setting an example of kindness, care for others, hospitality and love of fun and sport which few
could rival. They were full-time, hands-on parents to Nick, Justin, Zander and, later, Joanna. During his time in Rio and Niterói, Roy was
involved with the Royal Society of St. George, the Rio Squash Club, the Niterói Rugby Club and The Players; he was also on the Board of
Governors of the British School. He served as Chair of the British and Commonwealth Society for two terms, starting in 1983.
Roy and Adria moved to Portugal in 1993, where he was Financial Director for Taylor’s Port – no meal with friends was complete without Roy
bringing out some Vintage Port for all to savour – even once in the sauna! They were extraordinarily happy – hosting their beloved family and
friends in the Alto Minho – until the fight against Roy’s devastating illness began. As Justin said at the funeral, “Roy was a man of samba, not
fado.” This was further demonstrated by his asking Adria for some guaraná whilst in hospital – a true Brazilian! The family asks us to remember him for his love of people, sport, the good life… and that unique, cheeky schoolboy smile. We certainly will
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VIRUS IN SEARCH OF A DISEASE
AMY DOCKSER MARCUS

Health

An infectious virus linked to two diseases is drawing the
attention of public-health officials, who are investigating the
potential threat to the U.S. blood supply. It isn't clear if the
virus, known as XMRV [xenotropic murine leukemia virusrelated virus], poses a danger, and public-health officials say
there isn't evidence of spreading infection. But because of
concern over the potential for widespread infection and preliminary evidence that XMRV is transmitted similarly to HIV
[human immunodeficiency virus, the cause of AIDS], officials are trying to determine quickly if action is needed to
protect the blood supply.
XMRV was discovered in 2006 when it was found in tumour
samples from men with a rare form of prostate cancer that
runs in families. Research has also linked the virus to chronic fatigue syndrome [CFS] and found it in measurable levels
in the blood of healthy people.
In October 2009 in the journal Science, researchers reported finding XMRV virus in a majority of 101 patients with
chronic fatigue syndrome. The study's co-authors at the
Whittemore Peterson Institute for Neuro-Immune Disease,
the National Cancer Institute and the Cleveland Clinic, also
found the virus in nearly 4 percent of 218 healthy people
used as controls in the study. Extrapolating from those numbers, public-health officials estimate that up to 10 million
people in the US and hundreds of millions of people globally could be infected with XMRV.
The apparent link to CFS, which affects an estimated 17 million people worldwide, and has no specific treatment, has
been closely followed by the patient advocacy community.
The Whittemore Peterson institute, established by the family of a chronic fatigue patient, has started collecting blood
from CFS patients who got their diagnosis following a blood
transfusion and plan to launch their own study of the issue,
says Annette Whittemore, founder and president of the institute. Researchers at Emory University and the University of
Utah published a study in April showing that XMRV may be
treatable with drugs that treat HIV.
The focus on XMRV is part of a growing effort to better
monitor emerging infections -- disorders that have either
increased in humans in recent decades or are deemed a
potential threat. Currently there are 12 tests used to screen
out infectious agents from entering the blood supply, such
as HIV or hepatitis C virus, and more screens are under
study, including those for dengue, human variant
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (the human form of mad cow disease) and parasites that cause malaria. There is no FDAlicensed lab test for XMRV, and officials say they are still setting standards for diagnosing it.
Public health officials increasingly recognize that even infections not typically found in the USA can quickly come there
because of global travel. Many viruses also have long incubation periods, making it harder to recognize that the virus
was transmitted by a blood transfusion. The incidence of
infectious diseases being transmitted through transfusions is
small, typically only a handful each year, according to the
American Red Cross and data reported to the FDA. About
16 million units of whole blood and red blood cells were
donated in the USA in 2006, the latest data available. The
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Blood donation

American Red Cross, which collects almost half of all blood
donations in the US, estimated that about 10,000 donors a
year turn out to be infected with pathogens that officials
screen for. Nearly half of those are hepatitis C virus positive.
But even if XMRV is found to be present in large numbers
of blood donors, it is still necessary to determine if the virus
causes any disease.
Labs in Europe reported earlier this year that they haven't
been able to replicate the XMRV findings in patients with
chronic fatigue syndrome or prostate cancer. And public
health experts say a key issue in sorting out the disparate
findings is to reach agreement on tests that are sensitive and
reliable in identifying XMRV in the blood.
Federal repositories of frozen specimens dating to the 1970s
link donors to recipients and will allow researchers to see if
XMRV was transferred in transfusions and help determine
prevalence in the past as well as today, as well as geographical clusters or associations with age and gender. "There is a
balance to what we are doing," says Simone A. Glynn, branch
chief of transfusion medicine and cellular therapies at the
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute and chairperson
of the XMRV working group. "You do not want to transfuse
an infectious agent that causes problems. But you do not
want to take blood out of the system that is not causing any
problems."
[Source: The Wall Street Journal, Health 4th April 2010]

WARNING
The Umbrella Could be Hazardous to Your Health!
A reader has informed us that he became so
engrossed in reading his copy on the beach that he
forgot to take proper precautions and ended up with
a sunburned nose. –Ed.

TBS Alumni News
In December 2009, Daniel Cunha, Class of 1994, visited the
school at the Botafogo site, and wrote to Head master Paul
Wiseman afterwards (excerpts):
“Dear Paul, Just writing to say it was great to see you, and even better that we had a
chance to meet at the old grounds -- it is always a very special experience to go back there, where literally every corner holds a good
memory.

Daniel Cunha and Paul Wiseman

I was very happy to see that the tradition lives on and has reached
new and exciting levels, that the drive to grow, expand and
improve the school’s capabilities continues, and that the fundamental values that shape people are still the centrepiece of The
British School experience. Please extend this message on my
behalf to everybody to whom it is due. I wish you all a great end
of year season, an excellent new year, and a happy inauguration
of the new facilities at Botafogo (somewhat jealous I confess -- how
I would have loved to practice my basketball skills in that new
court!).”

Letters

What I want to say is a grand thank you to everybody who was a
part of that period of my life, and a very special one to you, who
put much of it all in motion and always strove to make sure that
the school was a special environment in every respect. In between
all the memories these last few days, I remember how much the
school began to change since the first year of your tenure (quite
a clear memory as I was part of the revolutionary committee that
boldly took to the streets demanding for change at the British
School! Remember?). I recall very clearly how much communication and respect within our community grew to become an
essential element of the whole experience, in fact, how the sense
of being a unique and strongly bonded community really came
into place, and how the school continually raised the bar in terms
of its goals and achievements, academic and otherwise.

Arabs
Michael Royster got his dates wrong when he corrected you about the Arabs/Turks. He said that Arab expansion started in 800, but
the Arabs burst out of Arabia shortly after the death of Mohammed in 633, invaded Spain in that same century and were defeated by
Charles Martel at the battle of Tours in 723. Over the following decade good old Charles hammered at them and managed to push
them south of the Pyrenees where they then remained for a few centuries while the rest of Europe developed as a Christian continent.
Robert Barclay

Only in Brazil…
Can you get sent to gaol for not having an ID card, and once in there, you can’t go down to the Prefeitura
and get one…

Only in Brazil…
Can you get your new car licence without paying any outstanding fines…

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS
Across: 1 - -Scuba dame could be trapped in one (9) ; 8 -Tool of the vociferous (5) 9 - Divide a ream into 20 parts? (7) ; 10 - Captivate (6) ; 11 - In a good
mood (6) ; 12 - Upper brain (8) ; 15 - Fireproof material. Bad for lungs (8) ; 18
- Lady's handware could lead to reclusion (6) ; 20 - Abaft (6) ; 21 - Over the
sub-soil (7) ; 22 - To do with hearing (5) ; 23 - Rio mowers could ‘tend to fret’
when jostled (9)
Down: 2 - One twelfth of a year (5) ; 3 - Shylock was one of these (6) ; 4 Transportable bassinet (8) ; 5 - Clearly manifest (6) ; 6 - Weapon. Used for
embracing the flames ? (7) ; 7 - A mired tent (for campers) (9) ; 8 - Multi-hulled
vessel (9) ; 13 - Extended delay in Rio (4,4) ; 14 - Flood-tide in reverse (3,4) ;
16 - Parting is a sweeter version of this (6) ; 17 Time of stress (6) ; 19 - Unidiomatically stripped of a seafaring flavour (5).
SOLUTION FOR APRIL:
Across: 1 Intransigence, 8 Thou, 9 Rolling-pin, 10 Blotch, 11 Retainer, 12
Drainpipe, 14 Vest, 16 Dell, 17 Royalties, 20 Amnesiac, 21 Native, 23 Still-lifes,
24 Icon, 25 School-leavers.
Down: 1 Inhaler, 2 Taunt, 3 Airships, 4 Self-reproachful, 5 Gaiety, 6 Negligent,
7 Evident, 13 Ill-health, 15 Magnesia, 16 Demotes, 18 Envious, 19 Rialto, 22
Tripe.
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The BCS at 70
THE BRITISH IN NITERÓI
BOB TOWERSEY

The people who came from the British Isles and lived in Niterói
were not only English; there were rnany Scots, Welsh and lrish
among them. I have not been able to discover what really induced
them to leave Rio for Niteroi, which still lacked the modern
conveniences which Rio was already enjoying, and which entailed
a long daily journey by ferry. No doubt it was because life in
Niterói was quieter, calmer, more simple than in Rio, which had
already become noisy and overcrowded. The recurrent
epidemics of yellow fever in Rio also motivated the move – they
did not touch Niterói.

employed large numbers of young Britons, mostly unmarried,
and they had to provide somewhere for them to live. This they did
in Niterói. In those companies almost everybody except the boy
who brought round the tea was British. The Western Telegraph
Company erected three large buildings in São Domingos to house
its employees. These buildings are now occupied by the
Engineering Faculty of the Fluminense University.

The Western Telegraph Co. owned and operated the submarine
cables that connected Brazil to the rest of the world. These cables,
Iying on the bottom of the sea, could become damaged or break
and it was necessary to keep them repaired. The cable repair ship
Lady Dennison Pender was based for
Perhaps even the restful pleasure
years in Niteroi, and its officers
of the ferry trip had something to
provided a source of sweethearts
do with it. Before the steam ferries
and husbands for several of the
were introduced, the trip across
English girls in Niteroi. The late
the bay could be hazardous, as
Mike Kent of the cable ship
even by day boats were frequently
returned to Rio to marry Helen
attacked, their passengers robbed
Blower (Helen Kent, member of
and, quite possibly, thrown into the
BCS now resident in São Paulo) as
sea. With the coming of the steam
a passenger on the ill-fated
ferries in the 1860s the British
Magdelana (see The Umbrella,
began to settle in Niterói.
March 2010, p.16).
Helen's
parents must have known, when
.At first they settled in and around
they named one of their several
São Domingos and Gragoatá as
sons (all born in Niterói), that he
View of Rio across the Bay from Niterói
that was where the ferries landed
would one day become an Admiral
their passengers. Icaraí was far off and almost inaccessible. Later, when they gave him the wonderful name of Benjamin -- Admiral
with the introduction of trams, first pulled by mules and then Benjamin Blower
electrified, a line was opened through to Icaraí and by the end of
World War I that was where most British had moved.
The London and River Plate Bank, later to become the Bank of
London and South America and now Lloyds Bank, also employed
In lcaraí houses were built along the beach and in the side roads a large number of young Britons and they lived in Niteróí. The
leading off from it. These roads were still unpaved, unlit and had Leoploldina Railway, a British owned company which had its
no mains water or drains. The houses were few and far between, engine repair works in Niterói, accommodated its large number
they stretched back as far as where the Rua Gavião Peixoto is now. of British employees in a house at the top of the Estrada Fróes,
Beyond that there was only open waste land stretching right up to until the company was taken over by the government as part of
the Santa Rosa Road and the N. S. Auxiliadora monument, which the Rede Ferroviária Federal. It is interesting to recall that when it
then stood way out of town. Phyllis Belcher tells me that when she was operating, the Leopoldina Railway linked Rio and Niterói to
was a small girl she went every day to the Gavião Peixoto as it was Campos, Vitória (ES) and Porto Novo on the borders of Minas
there that milk was sold straight from the cow.
Gerais. In those days it was possible to take a train from Niterói to
Vitória, and for travel at night there was a regular sleeping car with
There were very few Brazilian families in Icaraí. Mrs. Belcher individual compartments.
recalled that when her family lived in the Rua Oswaldo Cruz all
the residents were foreigners – one American family, several Not all the Britons who worked in Rio and lived in Niterói lodged
Germans and the rest British. The beach was rnuch frequented, in accommodation provided by their companies. The married
but only by the foreigners. Helen Turnbull's family owned a large couples with children set up their own homes or lived in boarding
tent which was erected on the beach at the beginning of summer houses, of which there were several in the town. When l first carne
and left standing there until the end of the season. Everybody to Brazil I lived in just such a boarding house, which was on the
used it, and there was never the slightest fear that it might be beach at the corner of Rua Mariz e Barros. It was run by a
damaged or stolen. Many families kept horses for riding and they Norwegian lady and housed some 20 to 30 people. It was a very
too were left on the beach in perfect safety.
friendly way to live, each family occupied its own bedrooms, but
meals were taken round one big table. The hostess insisted that
In time the British colony in Niterói grew to be quite large, due only English be spoken at table and severely reprimanded any
principally to the fact that a number of British companies in Rio guest who broke the rule.

16

THE BRITISH IN RIO, 1868
WILLIAM SCULLY

One great requisite in a traveller is
coolness of temper. Contrarieties will
arise even in the best organized
countries; and in Brazil… an easytempered man makes the best
traveller.
We advise all British subjects to call and
pay their respects to the representatives
of their country, whom they will find
in general obliging and gentlemanly;
and if in Rio de Janeiro, most valuable
information may be obtained from
the English consul there, Mr. Hunt, who
is a perfect encyclopedia of useful and
entertaining knowledge, and whose
dicta may be strictly relied on, while in
case of any occurrence requiring his
official intervention as British Consul,
there is no man whose reclamations
for redress are better attended to by
the authorities of Brazil.
There are many things in Brazil
susceptible for alteration for the
better, but strike a fair balance and
there are few countries freer and
more prosperous.... The constitution
and the laws are a reflex of the
English. The Emperor is a highly
educated gentleman, speaking most
European languages; and as a
monarch, is a pattern to those of
Europe. The Empress is a lady and a
Christian, and she and her illustrious
husband are easy of access alike to
rich and poor.

Public works and institutions
Rio, at one time, was proverbial for its
filthiness, but of late years much has
been done to facilitate the traffic and
improve the sanitary condition of the
city. The streets have been carefully
paved with squared stones, the roads

Cosme Velho, 19th century

in the suburbs well macadamized, and a magnificent
system of sewerage has
been inaugurated, and in
part completed, under
the practical skill of Mr.
Gotto, the engineer of
the Company; but there
is stilI needed the great
desideratum -- a large
supply of water to make the
working perfect which,
however, will no doubt be
obtained, as the Government is doing all in its power to
improve the sanitary state of the city.
Opposite, in the Ilha das Cobras, is a
splendid graving dock for the repairs
of vessels, capable of accommodating
the largest vessel in the British navy.
This great work, after 13 years of
fruitless labour, was finally undertaken
by Mr. Henry Law, who successfully
completed it. It is entirely cut out of
the solid rock, and is a beautiful and
imperishable monument to the
ingenuity and skill of its constructor,
who has also contracted for another
close by it, to cost 855,000 mil reis.
There are about 20 private schools
and colleges, the most important of
which is conducted by an English
gentleman named Hitchings, who has
made it the first in Brazil, and one
which would compare favourably with
any in Europe.
As it justly deserves, the Brazilian and
Portuguese Bank enjoys the highest
credit, from the ability with which it is
managed by Mr. Hobkirk and two
excellent directors, chosen from the
first mercantile houses in Rio. The
London and Brazilian Bank affords
great commercial facilities, issues
circular letters of credit payable
throughout Europe and South
America and has branches in Bahia,
Pernambuco and Rio Grande do Sul.

Looking Back

A traveller without a guide-book is Iike
a ship at sea without a compass and
must resign himself to being dragged
about in the wake of a courier who,
though perhaps long a resident, may
yet remain perfectly ignorant o f the
manners and customs of the people
and of the points of interest in the
country… A man must carry knowledge with him if he desire to bring
more home; but it is a lamentable fact
that many persons leave Brazil after a
long residence as ignorant of its grand
sights and of the laws, institutions and
habits of the people as when they
came; remaining, as is too often the
case, prejudiced against what they
had not even tried to understand.

Rua Direita (former Av Rio Branco)

The industry, commerce, and manufactures of Rio are greatly
progressing. There are about fifty
cotton, paper, hat, soap, glass,
carriage and other manufactories.
Telegraph wires run through the city
to Petropolis, and also along the first
section of the Railway Pedro II, and
to and between the different police
stations of Rio. Rua do Ouvidor,
being the “Regent Street” of Rio, is
sure to be visited by all strangers. This
great commerce makes Rio de Janeiro
the emporium of South America, and
yields to the general Government a
revenue of from 17,000,000 mil reis to
22,000,000 mil reis annually; being one
half of the Imperial revenue derived
from commerce.
The neighbourhoods of Botafogo and
of the Gloria are in general chosen by
English people for their residences,
and may be looked upon as the West
End of Rio.
[William Scully was Director of the
"Anglo-Brazilian Times”. Excerpts from
his book: Brazil: its provinces and chief
cities; the Manners & customs of the
people; agricultural, commercial, and
other statistics. London: Lübner & Co.,
1868 -- kindly provided by Sylvia Ewel
Lenz]
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

FROM CHUÍ TO OIAPOQUE
HENRY ADLER
There is an expression in Portuguese
which means that it’s a hell of a long way
– “de Chuí a Oiapoque”: Chuí in Rio
Grande do Sul on the border with
Uruguay and Oiapoque in Amapá on the
border with French Guiana. The mileage
chart on the “4 Rodas” map tells you it’s
almost 5000km and that doesn’t include
the bit between Belém and Macapá
where there’s no road. If you were to follow the coast then you can add another
1000km. So all in all you can reckon on
about 6500km -- a very long way indded.
The first thing to say is that if you never
go to either you’ve missed nothing!
They’re both dumps. The only thing they
have in common is that they are border
towns. I’ve always been fascinated about
borders ever since I was about 10 years
old when, while on holiday with my parents in a seaside resort in Belgium I wandered off one afternoon along the beach
and ended up in France. My parents were
distinctly unimpressed since they spent
all afternoon looking for me. But I
digress.

CHUÍ / CHUY – YOU CHOOSE!
The border in Chuí runs right down the
main street. The northern side of the
street is in Brazil and the southern side
in Uruguay, the “border” is the central
pedestrian-only traffic divide. In fact the
twin towns of Chuí (Brazil) and Chuy
(Uruguay) and the surrounding 5 -10 km
are part of a free trade zone. You only
have to go through Immigration and
Customs formalities if you want to venture further into either country. The language is, of course, Portunhol, which
everyone speaks fluently albeit with a
strong gaúcho accent. After all, this is
cattle and cowboy country par excellence.
As you’d expect there are excellent meat
places, churrascarias in Brazil and parrilladas in Uruguay. Your choice. You can
knock the meat back with red wine from
either country, a nice Uruguayan Tannat
or a much improved Brazilian Cabernet
Sauvignon. Your choice again. There’s an
Italian influence too, so you could have
meatballs and pasta with your wine – for
a change! The big attraction of Chuí is the
opportunity to make duty free purchases.
This explains why the place is packed
with cars and buses from both sides of
the border. It’s like being in a huge, open
air shopping mall. The only respite is
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right along the border – the central traffic divide has some benches – the only
no man’s land in either town.

OIAPOQUE – A HELL OF A JOURNEY
The advantage of Chuí over Oiapoque is
that it’s quick and easy to get there. From
Chuí to Porto Alegre is just under 500km
and it takes 6-7 hours on a fast, paved
road. Oiapoque is about 600km from
Macapá and the last 300km is on a dirt
road. If the wooden bridges aren’t down
(see photo) and the Indian tribes through
which the track passes haven’t closed the
road in protest then you might do it in
12-14 hours. If either or both happen then
you start counting days. We were lucky.
One of the bridges was in a very precarious state and the local Traffic Police had
just arrived to close it so the emergency
repair crew could start work. The driver of
our pick-up makes the trip several times
a week so, he being well known, we were
allowed the pleasure of being the last
vehicle through on the few remaining
wooden planks and tree trunks which
hadn’t collapsed. This neatly avoided a
minimum 24 hour delay. The Indians have
demarcated territories and their villages
are on the trackside. They want compensation before allowing the State to build
a proper road. The State can’t or won’t
pay. The result is that the Indians occasionally block the road. We were lucky.
Oiapoque is on the river of the same
name which divides Brazil from French
Guiana. The town on the French side is
definitely more sophisticated if the name
is a criterion – St. Georges d’Oiapok.
Both are dumps. You cross the river by
boat and, suddenly, you’re in the EU.
French Guiana is French. French is the language, Euros are the currency, you get

croissants for breakfast and the cops
who stop you as soon as you land for
document checks are the Gendarmarie.
After all, you’re entering Europe even
though all it looks like is a cleaner version of Oiapoque.

GOLD STANDARD
The whole raison d’être, if you’ll excuse
my French, of both places is gold. Most
of the gold is on the French Guianan side
of the river up the creeks and tributaries
of the Oiapoque River. Most of the goldseekers are Brazilian garimpeiros. All the
supplies, equipment and machinery are
legally available in Oiapoque so the miners buy everything in Brazil, cross illegally at night into French Guiana, set up
camp and return to sell the gold in
Oipaoque. So Brazil wins twice over. The
French use the gendarmarie and the army
in tracking the miners but when you put
Brazilian garimpeiros and plentiful gold
into the equation and the maze of waterways in the Amazon jungle where the
only access is by boat and then by foot
you can guess who wins.
A walk down the main street, facing the
river, in Oiapoque soon gives the game
away. There’s a choice of stores supplying the garimpeiros, plenty of gold trading posts and a large number of boats for
hire on “fishing trips” upstream. This is
a “wild west” frontier town where gold
talks, pays and resolves everything.
There are loads of bars and more dubious establishments and when the
garimpeiros are back in town the meaning of “R & R” changes from “rest and
recreation” to “rape and rampage”.
Definitely not destined to be a tourist
destination any time soon …

SCOTCH AT $75,000 THE BOTTLE
The Rarest Whiskies in the
World
JOE WERTZ

1: The Macallan 1926 Fine
and Rare: $75,000
“Dry and concentrated” — what else
would you expect
from one of the
most
expensive
whiskies in the
world? Help yourself
to a little licorice
aftertaste. In 2005, a
South
Korean
businessman paid
$70,000 for a bottle
of Macallan’s 1926,
the finest and rarest
of the Fine and Rare.
Tasting notes by
David Robertson (9¼ out of 10)
Nose: Very rich dried fruits, resinous
spice. Complex.
Palate: Woody. Dried fruit. Deep
resinous spice. Mouth feel is viscous,
syrupy and oily.
Finish: Rich wood with resinous spice.
Comment: For a 60-year-old whisky it
still displays fresh vigorous vitality.

2: Dalmore 62 Single
Highland Malt Scotch:
$58,000
The BBC reports
that a hotel in
England sold one of
the world's most
expensive bottles of
whisky. A businessman paid over
$58,000 for a bottle
of Dalmore 62 Single
Highland Malt Scotch
Whisky, at the Pennyhill Park Hotel,
Bagshot, Surrey, on
24th May 2005. Only
12 of the bottles were produced in
1942. The hotel reports that the man
bought the bottle and drank most of it

3: Glenfiddich 1937 Rare
Collection: $20,000
Gustad Mody wrote
in 2006: “Last night I
attended
the
auction of the
Glenfiddich Rare
Collection 1937. A
bottle of the world's
oldest whisky was
auctioned off for the
first time at the
hammer price of
$20,000. It was a
pretty
intense
auction with prices
going back and
forth, and a pretty feisty auctioneer. I
was fortunate enough to speak with
some of the folks at Glenfiddich and
they uncorked the original cask from
1937 and allowed me to literally stick
my nose in it. The bouquet of smells was
amazing! The interesting thing is that
when this cask left Scotland it was dry
inside, but after being in the USA for a
few days, the difference of climate
caused whiskey to be released from the
wood, creating a new puddle of
whiskey.”

“If one could conclude as to the
nature of the Creator from a study
of creation, it would appear that
God has an inordinate fondness
for stars and beetles.”

– attributed to JBS Haldane

4: Macallan 55-year-old
Lalique Crystal Decanter:
$12,500
The Macallan 55-year
-old single malt
contained in the
decanter is cask
strength (40.1% abv),
and has remained
undisturbed for
over half a century
at Easter Elchies
House – The Macallan’s spiritual home
on Speyside, Scotland
-- where it matured
through the decades
in a sherry oak cask. Dark rosewood in
colour, the liquid has aromatic notes of
exotic, sweet dried fruits with a hint of
peat-smoke, the finish is wonder-fully
soft, smooth and spicy with lingering
touches of citrus. A limited edition, of only
420 bottles, has been produced, each
individually numbered and available in
selected outlets in the USA, UK, Asia
and Russia from January 2008.

Good Living

Grain, water, a wooden barrel and a
little time. Whisky is a colorful character
with an ever-changing spirit. The
subject of literature, culture and
folklore throughout the world, finicky
booze-hounds have long paid a pretty
penny for bottles of the most coveted
casks. Here are four bottles of whisky
that truly break the bank.

in one night with five incredibly lucky
friends. The identity of the buyer
remains a mystery but he is a regular
hotel guest and a collector of spirits.
The man kept the bottle and the
presentation case as a memento. Each
bottle has its own hand-printed label
and unique name. This one was called
the Matheson, named after the owner
of the Dalmore Estate. One bottle has
been kept by the spirits company Whyte
and Mackay and the other ten are in
private collections. The Matheson may
be the first bottle ever opened and
enjoyed by its owner. We can only
wonder what the mystery man was
celebrating.

Managing Director of Lalique UK,
Mercedes Canos, explains: “We are
delighted to be working with the
world’s finest single malt as it has given
us the opportunity to design a series of
decanters which reflect all the best
attributes of our brand -- creativity,
heritage and craftsmanship. The
Natural Colour decanter was created by
our design team in Paris and is based on
the classic Paquerettes tiara perfume
bottle designed by Rene Lalique in
1910. It is a mix of masculine and
feminine shapes and the stopper is
made in amber-coloured crystal, one of
the most difficult colours for crystal
makers to achieve.”
Hand crafted at Lalique’s crystal
making facility in Wingen-sur-Moder,
Alsace, France, each piece was worked
on by up to 25 craftsmen, many of
whom have attained the ‘Meilleur
ouvrier de France’ (Finest Craftsman of
France) Award. Each decanter bears
the esteemed ‘Lalique France’
signature which symbolises authenticity
and over 100 years of creativity, heritage
and craftsmanship and comes in a
specially designed leather and silk
presentation box, with a crystal stopper
and a leather-bound collector’s guide
detailing the craftsmanship that has
gone into producing this beautiful objet
d’art.
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THE PEACH PERSPECTIVE
Peach

Pet’s Corner

Hello! My name is Peach and I belong
to a former WHO staff member of the
World Health Organization in Geneva,
Switzerland. The tyrannical editor of
the Quarterly News has recruited me to
write a column which is not sexist,
racist, ageist, off-color or too "scientific"
(in other words mind-numbingly
boring). It seems that none of the
humans on the QN editorial staff are
capable of doing this, so it falls to me.
From my perspective, I have to say that
I cannot understand all this fuss about
an active retirement. If I have torn
another strip off the living room sofa,
shed cat hair on every surface in the
apartment and snarled at a few birds
through the window, I feel I have put in
a good day's work and deserve to settle
down for a six-hour nap. I do not feel
compelled, like my owner does, to rush
around eating five different fruits or
vegetables (red, Iight green, yellow,

orange and dark green) drink a litre of
water and wander aimlessly around the
countryside getting exercise.
So here is the news from Geneva, my
hometown. On 19th February, the first
leaf appeared on the official chestnut
tree on the La Treille esplanade. This
event has been recorded every year
since 1929; it is the first welcome sign
of spring. On 24th February, people in
Geneva voted on banning cigarettes,
dangerous dogs and aeroplane noise -I have no use for any of these, so was
pleased it passed
I went in to the WHO headquarters
with my owner the other day. The
WHO building is very animal-friendly
these days -- pets receive a courtesy
badge and they can roam the halls at
will. Personally I think many of the
humans working there could use some
help in their daily task. It is a good idea
to keep a sharp eye out, however, as
there are rumors that domestic animals
of WHO staff are being outsourced

Peach look-alike (I’m camera-shy)

(whatever that means) to Kuala
Lumpur. I don't think a tropical
climate would suit me.
If you like my column, do send me
some fan mail; include a photo and a
few lines about your life as a pet and
you may appear in print; and
remember -- stay relaxed and don't let
your owner forget for a minute who is
the boss.
[From the Former WHO Staff Quarterly
News]

Only in America…
Would they distribute free condoms with pictures of endangered species on them like owls and beetles,
with little brochures to read all about them while you get yourself ready…

Overheard in a Rio cinema
Loud child’s voice, “Mummy, have you got the remote? Change the channel!” (Everyone in the audience
collapses with laughter).

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E A D R I N K I N G P RO B L E M ?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:
Tuesday: Step Study - Closed Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Botafogo – Rua Real Grandeza, 99
Thursday: Big Book Meeting - Closed Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Botafogo – Rua Real Grandeza, 99
Saturday: Topic Discussion - Open Meeting. 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM - Ipanema – Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156 / 610
Sunday: Topic Discussion - Open Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Copacabana – Av. Nossa Senhora de Copacabana, 435 / 1005
Tels: Serge: Home: 55-21-3298-1008 - Mobile: 55-21-9974-8824. John: Home : 55-21-2267-7656 - Mobile: 55-21-9411-4345
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PARADISE IN THE NEW WORLD
FLÁVIO C. FERREIRA

Professor Vega has been traveling to
the State of Mato Grosso, in central
west Brazil, for the past 15 years, in
order to establish the location and
living testimony of Pinelo’s concept.
Pinelo based his theory on the Vulgate
version of the Bible by Saint Jeronimo
and firmly believed that the Garden of
Eden was in fact located in the
geographic center of South America.
Based on the professor’s studies, the
Garden of Eden could not be in any
other place but in the mystical natural
region of the Chapada dos Guimarães,
the true center of South America.
These dramatic mesas were named in
honour of a family from the city of
Guimarães, Portugal, who received
these lands from the Portuguese
crown. The region concentrates some
of South America’s richest vegetation,
with myriad species of medicinal plants

observed in this unique savannah on
the planet.

Studies conducted by renowned
geologists discovered that the area was
covered by ice some 500 million years
ago, which subsequently became an
ocean floor, 200 million years later.
Following additional climate changes,
the area was transformed into a desert,
ultimately giving rise to a green
paradise with dense forests, which were
home to many prehistoric animals,
including dinosaurs, until their
extinction 64 million years ago. These
remarkable table lands remain
untouched until today, at an altitude of
800 metres above sea level.

The 35,000 hectare National Park of
Chapada dos Guimarães contains 400
waterfalls that can be enjoyed by
bathing in the crystalline and
invigorating waters of these impressive
natural monuments. Those who visit
the Park will occasionally be able to
witness some amazing habits of birds
and mammals, such as the toucans
which not only feed on seeds and fruits,
but attack bird’s nests in order to eat
their eggs and nestlings. And if one
thinks that wolves only feed on meat
and Little Red Riding Hood’s
grandmother, they would be amazed to
see the local lobeira, a 3-metre-high
bush that yields a flower which is a
great delicacy for the Guará-wolves.

Today, trekkers walk through exquisite
nature trails surrounded by exotic
vegetation, cradled among majestic
high sandstone cliffs, covered with prehistoric paintings and inscriptions. Also
visible along the trails are fossils of sea
shells and fish, preserved in old clay or
impressed upon black hematite.
Among other marvels of the region are
46 official archeological sites. Wildlife
observers such as birdwatchers and
other nature lovers encounter a
unique diversity that includes 670 bird
species, 80 types of mammals, 300
aquatic species and 50 different
reptiles. Exotic birds such as the
Pavonine Cuckoo, Crowned Eagle and
Red-and-green Macaws are among the
richest gems of the region that can be

Tourism

Sergio Vega, professor of Art at the
University of Florida, discovered a book
from 1650, written in old Castilian by
Antonio de Leon Pinelo, Counselor of
the Crown of Spain and a major
geographer and cosmographer of the
Indies, who had an interesting theory
that the Biblical Garden of Eden was in
the center of South America. Pinelo,
originally from Spain, lived in several
principal cities of South America and
studied with the Jesuits, who believed that
Paradise was located in the New World.

and some of the most diversified fauna
on the planet.

80 km distant from Cuiabá, the capital
of the State of Mato Grosso, Chapada
dos Guimarães is not only a unique
cradle of one of the most important
eco-systems in the world, but also a
place of incomparable beauty, carefully
sculpted by Mother Nature. It has mild
temperatures, averaging 22ºC/71.5ºF.
All these conditions enable visitors to
come into contact with some very
special natural phenomena, which
embody almost spiritual qualities,
drawing one’s attention to the natural
world.
[Flávio C. Ferreira is a Rio journalist and
tour operator]

T R U S T E D T R AV E L E X P E R T S
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Calendar

MAY
01 Labour Day
04 InC 10:00 - New Members Gathering
04 AmSoc Speaker Series 8pm
04 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
09 AmSoc Mother’s Day Brunch
11 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
18 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
20 InC Cafezinho 10am
22 TBS Founder’s Day Fête
25 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
28 InC General Meeting 10.30am
28 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party 7pm
29 AmSoc America’s Day 12pm

JULY
14 WDA Jumble Sale
AUGUST
03 InC New Members Gathering 10am
03 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
10 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
17 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
19 InC Cafezinho 10am
24 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
27 InC General Meeting 10.30am
27 Oxford and Cambridge Dinner 8pm
31 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm

JUNE
01 InC New Members Gathering 10am
01 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
08 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
11 BCS Rio Quiz Night 7.30pm
12 BCS UK VS USA World Cup Football event 3pm
15 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
17 InC Cafezinho 10am
22 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm
25 InC General Meeting 10.30am
29 SAS Scottish dancing Paissandu 8pm

DEADLINE for our June 2010 edition is MONDAY, MAY 17
Please send your ads, letters, articles. Thank you!

