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FROM THE EDITOR

If I Were Chair
JACK WOODALL
I am writing this before the new BCS Council
has elected a new Chair, but you won’t see it
until after that.
The first thing I’d do would be to abolish the
post of Chair and name myself President.
The second thing would be to suspend the
constitution (i.e. the BCS Statutes), cancel all
future elections, and declare myself President
for Life. There are unfortunately no political
parties to outlaw.
The bank account, all subscriptions and all
donations from outside the BCS (foreign aid)
would have to be paid into my numbered
offshore account in Fernando de Noronha.
Anyone failing to pay their sub would not be
executed, but would be dropped from the
mailing list of The Umbrella – a fate worse
than death.
I would bring my elder son, educated in
Brazil and Guernsey, back here to be my
Intelligence Chief, and my younger son, who
has military experience – was in the Air
Cadets at school a few years ago, and
learned to fly gliders – to head my
Republican Guard, and appoint the largest
member of the BCS to be my personal (honorary) bodyguard.

Next, I’d commission a heroic size statue that
would revolve to always face the sun, declare
my birthday “BCS Independence Day” and
apply to join the Commonwealth. Or maybe
I’ll declare myself king, like Mswati III, King of
Swaziland, who rules by decree but is still
allowed in the Commonwealth – but I’ll not
follow his example of having 14 wives;
there's not enough room in the flat and in
any case, Mary would throw me out (or
maybe keep one or two to help with the
housework and deal with her voluminous email – how do you get off 6 correspondent’s
personal joke lists?).
Since the patrimony of the BCS includes all
the buildings on the Christ Church site, I
would demand that all BCS members attend
church there. It’s a crying shame that the
British community here has gone the way of
the masses back in the old UK: no more jackets and ties in Church on Sunday, no more
British Consul sitting in the front pew with his
wife in white gloves and a big hat, him reading the First Lesson. The Anglican church in
Vienna is smack opposite the British
Embassy, just where it should be; but
although their church hall is almost as long
as the Jubilee Hall it is only a third as wide,
so it’s a real scrum to get to the coffee at the
back and get out again without spilling it;
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we’re much better off. In return, all church
members would have to join the BCS – after
all, fair’s fair.
I would appoint my daughter-in-law
Chaplain; she is an Anglican priest and
applied for the post, but was not selected by
the UK committee that interviewed her. This
sort of blatant disregard for the family of the
President would not be allowed to continue.
Then, of course, I would approve First Class
airfares for the Chaplain and family, a pay
raise for her and the paid staff, air conditioning for the church, a new Mercedes 4x4
and the purchase of fresh flowers for every
service except in Holy Week – no expense
would be spared. In return, the church
would hold a weekly fund-raising event:
bake sale, cake sale, clothing sale, book
sale, garage sale, bridge, bingo or quiz
nights – you name it – advertised on the
church gates with a placard and coloured
balloons. The proceeds would go 10% to
tithes and 50% to me. After all, charity
begins at home. I’m sure that if there was an
election, I’d get 99.9% of your votes: “One
man, one vote, one time” as they say in
Africa.
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BOTSWANA
Government Steadfast Over Death Penalty
On 15th April, Michael Molefhe and Brandon Sampson appealed
against their death sentences in the Court of Appeals in the
Botswanan capital, Gaborone.

Ten years ago, Botswana attracted international attention when
another South African, Mariette Bosch, was sentenced to death for
the murder of her friend, Maria Wolmarans. Bosch killed
Wolmarans in 1996 in Gaborone, and married Wolmarans's
husband a few months later: convicted of premeditated murder,
she was hung on 31st March 2001, the fortieth person (and the
fifth woman) to be executed since Botswana's independence in
1966.
The Bosch hanging was widely condemned, with several
European countries even threatening sanctions against Botswana.
Within the country, the Centre for Human Rights - more
commonly known as Ditshwanelo - was at the forefront of
criticising the sentencing and execution just two months after her
appeal was rejected.

Botswana is shaded in the African south

Since Bosch's hanging in 2001, Botswana has executed at least five
more people, according to death penalty abolitionist group Hands
off Cain. The group is critical of legal representation for the poor,
asserting that the low rates paid by government to defence lawyers
mean only young and inexperienced lawyers take on the difficult
job of defending capital cases.
Many Batswana believe the death sentence is a deterrent that
keeps the incidence of murder in the country low. The police
report an average of seven murders per week, most of which
involve alcohol or domestic violence - or both. Botswana's murder
rate is estimated to be 21.5 per 100,000 (figures from UNData, see
sidebar), much lower than neighbouring South Africa (68), but
higher than another, more comparable neighbour, Namibia (12.8).
[Inter Press Service, Johannesburg, 9 April 2011]

Commonwealth

In 2007, the men were convicted of murdering two Zimbabweans,
Sam Humbarube and Robert Ncube. The prosecution successfully
argued that Molefhe, a South African, and Sampson believed
Ncube had killed Molefhe's aunt in South Africa in the 1990s. The
pair located Ncube in Mogoditshane village, just outside
Gaborone, and killed him and a visiting friend, Humbarube.
Molefhe and Sampson, who are scheduled to be executed in July,
were also sentenced to five years imprisonment for unlawful
possession of a firearm and ammunition. The men are appealing
their sentence on the grounds that their judgment was impaired
by drugs and alcohol when the killings were committed, and the
punishment is too severe.

One of the Commonwealth’s primary objectives is to ensure that its members follow democratic procedures. Those that don’t, for
example after military coups in Fiji and Pakistan, are expelled until they return to democratic rule. – Ed.

UGANDA
Report on Presidential and Parliamentary
Elections
Commonwealth Secretary-General Kamalesh Sharma has
released the final report of the Commonwealth Observer Group
which observed the 18 February 2011 Presidential and
Parliamentary Elections in Uganda.
In issuing the report, he said: "The Commonwealth Observer
Group recognised that these are just the second multiparty
elections in Uganda.
"The group found that while the election campaign and the day of
the election were generally calm, problems were reported with
regard to the Electoral Commission's poor management of the
process, the lack of a level playing field and the 'commercialisation
of politics'. As a consequence the group found that the key
benchmarks for democratic elections were not fully met."
The Secretary-General stressed: "The Commonwealth stands
ready to assist Uganda in further strengthening its democratic
process in order to address such problems, some of which reflect
concerns raised by the Commonwealth Observer Group that
observed the 2006 elections." The report was completed and

Commonwealth election observers in Uganda

signed by all members of the Commonwealth Observer Group
prior to their departure from Uganda. It was presented to the
Commonwealth Secretary-General by the chair of the group,
Dame Billie Miller, a former Deputy Prime Minister of Barbados.
It has subsequently been distributed to the Government of
Uganda, political parties, the Electoral Commission and all other
Commonwealth governments.
[Commonwealth News and Information Service (London)]
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
BCS Annual General
Meeting, 12th April

Outgoing BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw

BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw summed up
her third consecutive year in office,
recapitulating the main events: the
Queen's Birthday party, the traditional
Christmas party and, by popular request
for the second year running, the
extremely successful Beatles Night. Two
interesting talks were given, one by a
British artist and another on the fauna
and flora of the Serra of Macaé de Cima.
Another very successful event was the
joint BCS/Rio Quiz Night, which raised
funds for a young footballer’s charity.

4

The BCS organised the collection of
donations of food and clothing for the
victims of the floods and landslides in
the mountains of Rio de Janeiro, which
were delivered by transport arranged by
the British Consulate. At short notice, a
Benefit Concert was arranged jointly by
the BCS, Christ Church and the
American Society, when musicians and
choirs, including renowned cellist David
Chew, OBE, volunteered their talents,
playing and singing to raise funds for
relief. At that event, the FreeMasons of
Great Britain donated a considerable
sum to this cause. A special Fund for
donations for the Serra has been opened
by BCS; the money will be used to
contribute to the running costs of a
home for 3-6 year old orphans of the
tragedy. Expenditure will be carefully
monitored by the BCS. A 2nd Benefit
Concert was to be held on 16th April .

Mary thanked individually all those
Council members who had worked so
hard on BCS subcommittees and
publications during the year and the
BCS office staff for their support, and
commended all those BCS members
who had helped out with events and as
participants in subcommittees. She also
acknowledged the always generous
support of the British School and
members of the American Society.
When she was first elected to the BCS
Council, 14 years ago, there was only
about R$5,000 in the Society’s bank
account. Over the years, fund-raising
and caution have paid off and there is
now a healthy bank balance with which
to operate.
She ended by saying she had been very
honoured to have been BCS Chair for
the past three years, though it had been
hard work and sometimes quite a lot of
diplomacy
had
been
needed.
Nevertheless, she had enjoyed the
experience.
She then passed the floor to the Hon.
Treasurer, Martin Hester, who presented
the very satisfactory financial situation
of the Society. He was followed by
Niteroi Rest Home (NRH) Fund trustee
Jack Woodall who, in the absence of
First Trustee Bill Beith, presented the
also very satisfactory financial situation
of the NRH Fund, thanks to Mellon

Bank’s advice and Robert Barclay’s
investment subcommittee. The NRH
also received a very substantial donation
from the Dutt Ross Trust, to be divided
equally between the NRH Fund and the
BCS Welfare Fund (with a separate
tranche to the British Burial Fund). Any
British person over the age of 70 years in
any kind of need is helped by the NRH
Fund, which works together with the
BCS Welfare group. All but one needy
person is being maintained in their own
home with various forms of help; the
single exception is being cared for in a
Brazilian rest home.

BCS Election Results
The members present at the AGM, plus
those who sent in proxies, constituted a
legal quorum according to the BCS
Statutes. Those newly elected, to whom
we send congratulations, joined those
others who were starting their second
year in the BCS Council to form the new
Council. Mary Crawshaw did not stand
for re-election, but as the immediate
past chairman she is entitled to attend
Council meetings with a vote.
In alphabetical order the new Council
consists of: Henry Adler, Robert Barclay,
Georgia Duckworth*, Robin Evans,
Martin Hester, Derrick Phillips, Bryan
Stanford, Les Hayes*, Christine
Rutherford*, Noreen Smith, Jack
Woodall. (*New members)
The new Council met for the first time
on 26th April to elect its Officers. The
result was:
• Chairman: Jack Woodall
• First Vice-Chair: Robert Barclay
• Second Vice-Chair: Noreen Smith
• Hon. Secretary: Vacant (temporarily)
• Hon. Treasurer: Martin Hester
Substitutes were elected as follows from
those candidates who stood for office

BCS Council 2011-12 with Mary Crawshaw (Henry Adler, absent), before election of new Chairman

but were not among the 11 Council
members: Janis Holmes, Suzan Carter &
Douglas Woods (for Treasurer).

the BBC video of the ceremony was
projected in the Jubilee Hall, kindly
provided by Consul Danial Shaikh, the
same evening. Projection of the recording, sandwiches and soft drinks were
2nd Benefit Concert
provided by The British School. The
16th April
A 2nd Benefit Concert was held on 16th BCS is very grateful for the assistance of
April. It opened with an eclectic selection these two supporting institutions. Jack
of songs and madrigals by the Corco- Woodall, the newly-elected Chairman
of the BCS, was introduced by outgoing
Chairman Mary Crawshaw. He proposed
first a Loyal Toast to
Her Majesty the
Queen, followed by a
toast to Prince William
and Catherine, with
champagne. Street
parties were going
on all over Britain and
the Commonwealth,
and in British Embassies all around the
world. We wished
the new couple a
long and happy
Bruce Henry (bass) and Jeff Gardner (piano) at BCS Benefit Concert marriage blessed with
a number of heirs.
Two
reporters
and
a photographer
vado Choir, conducted by Ruy Wanderley,
attended
and
interviewed
participants;
followed by an enthusiastically applauded
an
article
and
picture
appeared
in the
music and dance show by David Chew
30th
April
edition
of
O
Dia
on
p.17.
[See
with his cello, saxophone and bass trio
a
photo
of
the
happy
couple
on
p.11.]
featuring performers from outside Brazil, including a striking tango dancing
pair. They were followed by a line-up of
bands, all different from those of the
first concert: Neville Thorley and the
Midnight Trio, with a fine acoustic
performance; two talented boys from
the British School, an acoustic guitarist
and a blues singer; Bruce Henri on bass
accompanied by virtuosos on oboe and
piano. Full colur photos of the event can
be found on p.10.

Royal Wedding Party
29th April
To celebrate the wedding of Prince
William to Kate Middleton, which took
place in the morning, Brazil time, when
many people had to work, a recording of

Historical Talk
3rd May
Continuing the BCS
series of talks on interesting topics, the Society
will be honoured with
one by Prof. Leslie
Bethell,a noted historian,
entitled “Was Brazil in
the 19th Century part
of Britain's Informal Empire?”

Queen’s Birthday Party
4th June
Our annual celebration of our
Monarch’s birthday will be held on this
day, when the Loyal Toast will be raised
and a large birthday cake cut and

Raising a toast to the Royal couple

distributed, with a reading of the
Queen’s Speech and an address by
British Consul-General Paula Walsh.
Do not miss this patriotic occasion;
entrance is free to BCS members.

Beatles Night
17th September
The third in our now annual series of
wildly popular, all-singing all-dancing
Beatles Nights will be back in the spring.
Mark your agendas – you will not want
to miss it for the world.
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3rd Benefit Concert for the
Serra, November
date to be confirmed
Although the tragedy of January may
have faded from memories in the city of
Rio by November and the Teresópolis
Golf Club be back in operation, those
with other ties to Teresópolis or
Friburgo will know that the homeless
and orphans there will still be needing
our help. The BCS has pledged to assist
with the running costs of a newly
refurbished home for orphans of the
tragedy in Mury, Friburgo and donations will be needed for the long term.
Musicians have been volunteering for
yet another Benefit Concert, which will
reawaken awareness of the need. It is
hoped that a 3rd Concert will raise a
further considerable sum for the
orphanage in the Serra.

AMERICAN SOCIETY
May Day(S), May Day(S),
May 1st, or as it’s also known, May Day,
is celebrated in Brazil and many other
nations around the world as
International Worker’s (or Labor) Day.
Thereafter (and closer to home), come
the following, popular American Society
Rio events: Ladies’ Night Out
(Thursday, May 5th), Pancake Breakfast
(Saturday, May 14th), Museum Visit
(Tuesday, May 17th), Speaker Series
(Tuesday, May 24th) and of course a
Happy Hour (date and venue to be
determined). We are also looking ahead
to June and America’s Day (Saturday,
June 10th). For more details on all these
events and more, please visit our website
at www.AmericanSocietyRio.org.
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MIT@150
The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology
is
celebrating
its
sesquicentennial with “150 days of
exploring
MIT’s
revolutionary
contributions [its] ‘Inventional Wisdom’
and imagining the frontiers [it] should
set [its] sights on next.” As part of this,
on Tuesday, May 3rd the MIT Club of
Brasil will host an event featuring a live
transmission of the MIT Clean Energy
Showcase: Green Jobs, whose keynote
speaker is Jeff Immelt, Chairman of the
Board/CEO of GE. This will be followed
by a local panel discussion and a
reception at 8:00 pm. The transmission
will begin at 5:30 pm in the auditorium
of IBMEC on Av. Pres. Wilson, 118,
right across from the US Consulate.
Reservations at (21) 3284-4000 or email
to: contactcenterrj@ibmecrj.br.

Our Cidade Maravilhosa is
a Taste-Full Place
The International Club of Rio (InC) will
host its signature, charity fundraising
event of the year, “Taste of Rio” on
Friday, May 20th – see the InC report
further on.

Flight 447
We take a moment here to remind our
readers that, a little over two years ago,
Air France Flight 447, bound for Paris,
took off from Rio de Janeiro and crashed
in the mid-Atlantic for reasons still
unexplained. On board were a popular
couple, stalwarts of the American
Society Rio and the greater community,
Michael and Ann Harris. Last month, a
renewed recovery effort commenced.
Using cutting edge technology to plumb
the ocean’s depths, additional pieces of
the wreckage were discovered, as well as
a number of potential clues as to why
the flight went down. One of the
aircraft’s two “black boxes” (the flight
data recorder) has now been found.
This is an occasion for both sadness and
relief. The former because it is a
reminder of the empty spaces left in the

hearts of the victims’ families and
friends; the latter because these same
individuals may, at last, find closure as
the hows and whys of this terrible event
are nearer to being revealed. To all those
still grieving, we continue to offer our
sincere condolences.

Super(Wo)man

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY
April has really been a quiet time what
with Easter etc. and the SAS x MOGA
golf postponed till 2nd July, so nothing
to report this month.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Laurie Anderson

Laurie Anderson is a world-renown
performance artist who first garnered
international recognition in 1981 with
her single, “O Superman“, which was
eventually featured on her debut album,
“Big Science“ and in her 1983 magnum
opus, “United States: Parts 1-4“. Other
works have included the concert film,
“Home of the Brave“; the short, “What
You Mean We?“; and last year’s
“Homeland“.
She has invented and used during her
performances several experimental
musical instruments, such as a tape-bow
violin (that replaces a traditional bow’s
horsehair for recorded magnetic tape
and a magnetic tape head on the violin’s
bridge) and a 6-foot long talking stick
that digitally interacts with other
electronic instruments. Visitors to the “I
in U” exhibition have marveled over her
Head PhoneTable, at which an
individual’s ulnae and radial bones are
used to conduct sounds from an audio
player inside the table directly to their
inner ears.
The retrospective of Anderson’s works,
from the 1970s to the present, “I in U”,
featuring installations, photographs,
drawings, videos, music, and performance footage will run at the CCBB,
Rua Primeiro de Março, 66 in Centro,
Tuesdays through Sundays, 9:00 am to
9:00 pm, through June 26th. There is no
admittance fee.

Membership Benefits
Include… (It’s Classified)
Flight 447 memorial
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Times, is offering all paid up Society
members the opportunity to place free
classified ads in its weekly, online
publication. The per ad, size limit is 100
words plus 4 images (each under 500k file
size). Weekly ad deadline is Tuesdays by
2:00pm for publication the next day
(Wednesdays). Ads should be submitted via
email to: advertising@riotimesonline.com.
In your email cover note, please indicate
that you are an American Society Rio
member.

This year, same as last, American
Society Rio Gold Sponsor, The Rio-

The Royal British Legion Rio de Janeiro
Branch held its Annual General Meeting
on 22nd February 2011 when a new Committee was elected. The new Committee
was ratified at the first Branch Meeting
on 29th March 2011.
It was a great
pleasure for the
Committee to
welcome those
who attended
the
AGM,
particularly
John
and
Audrey Mason
who continue
to give their
unstinting
John Mason
support to the
Branch. The
former Committee was also very grateful
to those who submitted Proxy Votes.
These next few words are not meant to
sound like self-aggrandizement, but quite
rightly the retiring President, Patrick
Hamilton-Hill, and Chairperson, Margo
Black, complemented Committee
members for the work undertaken by
during the last year, notably Bridget
Novaes for her diligent custody of all
financial matters and driving forward
with the change to the Statutes, and Ron
Lees for his unrelenting representation
of the Branch at the innumerable events
the Branch is invited to attend. As
Ceremonial and Standard Bearer, Ron
really is the external face of the Branch,
but clearly we need to share out some of
his heavy load. One piece of good news
shared with those present, by means of
highlighting the work of the Events Subcommittee, was that although Bridget
and Margo Black would be giving up
their formal positions, they would

WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION

continue to be Branch Members; thus,
together with Judi Newsam, they would
assure the success of the next Gala Ball,
as they had in the past. The event in
2010 was hailed as a particular success
thanks to the fundraising efforts of John
Anderson and John Fleming. This
allowed Bridget to report a most healthy
financial state for the Branch.
An important proposal, passed at the
AGM, was to keep the Branch
Subscription Fee unchanged, so the new
Committee hopes Members have now
paid in response to a recent calling
notice. We really do appreciate your
continuing membership of the Legion
and the support you give to its work.
Before ending with the new line up we
are delighted to welcome Jeremy
Ribeiro dos Santos and the Reverend
Stuart Broughton – in the case of
Stuart, a welcome back to Rio, as some
will remember him from his time here
before. 2011 is an exciting year for the
Legion celebrating its 90th Birthday.
Taking the Branch forward until 2012
are:
• President: John Anderson
• Chairman & Secretary: Steve Carnt
• Vice Chairman: John Fleming
• Treasurer: Jeremy Ribeiro dos Santos
• Welfare Committee Chairman:
Rev. Stuart Broughton
• Membership Secretary: Judi Newsam
• Ceremonial and Standard Bearer:
Ron Lees
• Committee Members: Bridget Novaes,
Margo Black & Patrick Hamilton-Hill.
For all Legion matters, please feel free to
contact the Secretary on (21) 9978 2327/
(21) 8148 9257 or by e-mail at supcoord@
openlink.com.br, or any Committee
Member if preferred whose contact
details appear in the BCS Year Book.

BRITISH BURIAL FUND
The first burial in the English Cemetery
in Gamboa was 200 years ago, in 1811.
The grave has long since disappeared -there were no concrete vaults in those
days -- but the headstone bearing the
name of one William Bentley has been
set into the inside wall of the cemetery's
chapel. All existing graves are now GPS
located.
The Annual General Meeting of the
Burial Fund will be held on Sunday 1st
May right after the 10:30am morning
service, together with the Christ Church
AGM, and will be followed by a potluck
parish lunch.

Jumble Sale: We are now only two
months away from the WDA Jumble
Sale. Please note that the event is
scheduled to take place on Wednesday
6th July.

InC - INTERNATIONAL CLUB
The excitement is growing now that
Taste of Rio is almost upon us! 20th May
is the date, at the Clube Federal in Alto
Leblon, from 8 p.m. until midnight. We
have booths from 25 wonderful restaurants with cuisines from around the
world; we have top of the line cachaça,
plus fine wines and soft drinks; we have
a breathtaking venue and fabulous raffle
prizes including roundtrip airfare for
two to Europe, weekends in Buzios,
hotel stays in Rio, jewellery, ceramics,
original works of art, private tours and
photo sessions. . . the list is long. . . now
all we need is you!
Tickets are on sale now through the InC
website at www.incrio.org.br, through
the BCS website at www.bcsrio.org.br or
by email to tasteofrio@incrio.org.br. You
can also just get in touch with anyone in
the InC and we’ll make sure you get your
tickets! Remember, tickets will not be
available at the door, so it’s best to buy
them promptly! You can find much
more information about the event at
www.tasteofrio.blogspot.com.
The InC held the first of its planned
Speaker Series on Thursday, 28th
April and it was is scheduled for 17th
May titled “Life and customs in Rio
during the 19th century and the
influence of the Royal Court”, which
will visit some of the oldest
neighbourhoods of Rio and will end
with a tour of the famous Granado
store in Centro, Rua Primeiro de
Março, followed by an optional lunch.
This tour will be conducted by
renowned Rio historian Milton
Teixeira (with translations by InC
members). For more details, visit the
InC website, www.incrio.org.br.

We wish to thank those of you who
have already sent along donations in
response to our appeal. The ladies of
the WDA who are responsible for
receiving the donations are now very
busy separating the different items;
pricing them and setting aside any
articles considered suitable for sale on
our White Elephant Stall at the end of
the year. There is still time for you to
have a good search around the house
for items of clothing you no longer
need, household articles including
ornaments, toys, jigsaw puzzles etc.,
anything you send along to us will
contribute to making the event a
success. It would be appreciated if you
could check that any electrical
appliances you donate are in working
order The more we receive, the more
we shall be able to help the different
charities at the end of the year.
Deliveries can be made any day during
the week to Karen, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332, from
11am. to 2 pm. or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, any time
between 8.30am. & 4.30 pm. Please
remember that between 2 pm. and 3.30
pm. when the school finishes, cars are
not allowed into the grounds.
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Marmalades, pickles and chutneys:
These products are available any day
during the week and especially on
Tuesday mornings or Sunday after the
Church service. Please let your friends
and neighbours know about our
products. Our prices are very good; all
the ingredients are natural and they are
made from English recipes.
Empty Jars: Many of our readers automatically return their empty marmalade, pickles and chutney jars for re-use,
which are much appreciated. If you have
any of these empty jars lying around the
kitchen, please send them to us together
with the metal tops. Many thanks.
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CHRIST CHURCH

Up in the Air like Elijah’s Chariot
(2 Kings 2:11)
These days most of us take air travel for granted. It’s a sort of extended bus service, though
the majority of flights today are far less interesting than a trip on a local bus. My first flight
happened almost 70 years ago. I had accompanied my father to the Flight Sheds at
Woodford aerodrome where he was employed
as an aeronautical engineer. Mr. Roe, the chief
test pilot, asked me if I would like to go for a
flip in an “aggie paggie”, the affectionate name
given to the Avro Anson. I asked my father if
it was alright. He agreed and soon the test
pilot and I were climbing into a brand new
Anson. I was instructed, clearly but firmly, not
to walk on the struts or canvas, but to stay on
the duckboards that stretched the length of
the aircraft. We roared down the runway and
climbed steadily above the glorious Cheshire
Plain. Soon I was told we were flying at 2,000
feet, although it didn’t really mean anything to
me except that the houses looked like flies on
my uncle’s green billiard table. Mr. Roe shouted that he was going to switch off the engines.
I was not to be alarmed, as it was all part of a
routine test flight. What an amazing transformation then took place. With engines quiet,
all you could hear was the sound of the wind
rushing past the wings and through the various bits of wire that appeared to hold the aircraft together. Looking around, it just seemed
as though the machine had stopped, hovering
somewhere between the clouds and the earth.
Then with activity at the control panel, the
engines broke into new life and the next point
of interest was a gentle descent to the fields

STUART BROUGHTON

around my home village of Wilmslow and the
things I recognised. Then, I saw it, my house
and my mother in the garden. I shouted out,
“Mum!” little realizing that there was no way
she could hear me. But remarkably she looked
up, saw the Anson and waved! It reminds me
of that lovely Scripture verse about prayer that
states, “…before they call, I will answer and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah
65.24).
Moving on to South America, my most vivid
memories of flying are with “Pato”, a nickname meaning “duck”. With a name like that I
should have guessed the worst! His Cessna
was the cheapest form of air travel from the
Paraguayan Chaco to Concepcion and civilization. The first time he arrived at the

Cessna Mk1

Mission station, he borrowed a truck battery
so that he could start the aircraft engine for
the return flight. He came again without a
battery, but this time we had no spare to loan
him, as he hadn’t returned the original. We
had recently completed a new airstrip in
sun-baked earth and carefully isolated it
with barbed wire so that the surface was safe
from the mission cows. Pato enthusiastically
swung the prop and the aircraft dutifully
moved off down the new runway without
him on board. He chased after the runaway,
scrambled in and persuaded the truant to
clear the barbed wire fence with inches to
spare.
[To be continued next month]

Avro Anson I, “aggie paggie”

AA English Language Meetings in Rio
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays from 6pm to 7pm; Saturdays from 4pm to 5pm
for further details access the website www.aa.org.br or call:
Serge: home - 21 3298-1008; cel - 21 9974-8824 / John: home - 21 2267-7656; cel - 21 9411-4345
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SECOND BENEFIT CONCERT FOR THE SERRA

Ruy Wanderley conducting Corcovado Choir

David Chew (cello) & friends

Bruce Henri (bass), Harold Emert (oboe), Fernanda Chaves Canaud (piano)

BCS Chair Mary Crawshaw talks about orphanage

Neville Thorley & Midnight Trio

TBS Class 10 acoustic guitarist José Keenan

Rapt audience

Leading candlelight singing of Amazing Grace

The BCS raised a toast to Prince William & Catherine, wishing them a long
life and happiness, at a showing of a DVD of the wedding ceremony the same night.

AroundRio

Mary Crawshaw family & friends on board (photo by Jack Woodall)

• Amazon cruise: Mary Crawshaw held a
family reunion with her three daughters,
their spouses, six grandchildren aged from
6 to 24 and a few friends for a week on a
beautiful 10-cabin riverboat. From
Manaus they spent time exploring by
canoe and swimming in creeks up the
Amazon and Rio Negro, photographing
wildlife, catching piranha, walking jungle
trails and feasting on lots of delicious food.
• Forum: Tony
Blair, now UN
Middle East
Q u a r t e t
Representative,
Global Agenda
Council
on
C onf lict
Prevention,
attended the
Blair
The
World
Economic Forum on Latin America,
which opened on 27th April in Rio, with
a record number of over 700 top regional
and global leaders attending. He participated in a televised debate on Friday 29th
April at the InterContinental Hotel
Convention Centre, on “Sports: Going for
Gold, Goals and Growth. With Brazil
hosting the FIFA World Cup in 2014 and
the Olympic and Paralympic Games in
2016, how will Brazil leverage sports to
drive economic growth and social
progress?”
• Golden Wedding: John & Sylce Hobbs
celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 26th March 2011. A
service was held at the Capela Terra Santa
in Valparaiso, Petrópolis, followed by a
cocktail, and lunch was served at the
Petrópolis Golf Club for 80 close friends
& family.
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• SCM Easter Concert: the SCM held its
annual highly successful Easter Concert
on 18th April in Christ Church. The
SCM Choir, conducted by Ruy
Wanderley, sang motets by 4 Renaissance
composers, 7 pieces related to Easter
week by composers ancient and modern,
including J.S. Bach, and 20th century
English composers David Morgan and
Kenneth Leighton. Inez Rufino played an
organ composition by a modern French
composer. Full details of the programme
were given on p.13 of The Umbrella April
edition.
•Princess Michael
of Kent will make
a private visit to
Rio in May for a
book-launch of
Coroados em Terras
Distantes, the Portuguese translation
of her 1986 book
Crowned in a Far
Country: Portraits
of Eight Royal Brides. The book recounts
the lives of eight princesses who had to
leave their countries on marriage, including Empress Maria Leopoldina , wife of
Emperor Dom Pedro I of Brazil. The
British community is invited to a cocktail
at the Iate Clube do Rio de Janeiro at 20:30
on 12th May, at which the Coro da
Cultura Inglesa de São Paulo will perform
and the Princess will give a speech and
sign copies (R$62,00). Dress: passeio
(jacket & tie for men). Valet parking.
RSVP to visitadaprincesa @gmail.com.
The Princess will attend a dinner in her
honour at the Casa de Cultura Julieta de
Serpa and another with Prince Dom
Antonio of Orléans and Bragança and his

Princess Michael

wife, Princess Christine. Princess Michael
will then visit São Paulo for another
book-signing, where she will be the guest
at several private dinners hosted by members of the British community there.
• Symphony Orchestra of Brazil: worldrenowned cellist and active BCS member
David Chew OBE, together with 43 other
members of the orchestra, which is based
in Rio – mainly the older and most experienced – who refused to undergo a reevaluation of their musical performance,
have had their contracts terminated to
permit an infusion of younger talent.
This is a highly controversial situation.

GOOD LISTENING

MARTIN HESTER

WWW.GOODLISTENING.COM.BR

Clara Schumann: pianist and
woman extraordinary – Part III
In Part II we told how, after the internment
in an asylum of her beloved husband
Robert in 1854, when she was 35, Clara
Schumann took up her career as a concert
pianist again. In the first years, she counted on the close friendship and support of
Johannes Brahms, but it seems that after
1856, they resolved to live apart and pursue separate careers, though they always
corresponded with one another.

The later years
Clara continued concert tours for the next
34 years! In 1857 she settled the family
(seven children) in Berlin, and in those
days when railway networks were still
being built, a tour would typically last for
two months. On tour, she gave detailed
indications by letter on how the children
were to be looked after and educated.
When home, she would more directly run
the household, but also had to make
arrangements for the next tour.
In 1878, when she was 59, she celebrated
50 years as a concert artist, moved the
family to Frankfurt, and began work as the
editor of Robert Schumann´s collected
works. Ten years later, she made her last
concert tour – to England, where she was
held in great esteem – and in 1891 she
gave her last concert (at 72). Despite Clara
Schumann’s modesty, simplicity and unpretentiousness, she was regarded by her children, friends and audiences as a person of
stature – respected and admired wherever
she went. As mother, teacher, and pianist
she rarely lost her dignity and self-possession; she dressed in dark colours, and was
of sober and earnest demeanour. The portrait in this text shows her at 59, her life
writ in her face. She continued playing,
teaching, improvising, editing, and revelling in music until she died from a stroke
in 1896.

The children
Even bearing in mind the precarious treatments available at that time for both physical and mental illness, Clara still had a
large share of troubles with her children. In
the final tally: Marie - the eldest, devoted
her life to mother and family and their
artistic legacy; Elise - always more independent, looked after herself, married an
American, and in the final years was a
close support to her mother; Julie - fragile
and loving, married an Italian Count (much

to Brahms’ disappointment) but died at
27; Ludwig - unable to live a normal life,
was confined to an asylum in Colditz
Castle from age 22 to his death at 51;
Ferdinand - war-wounded, became addicted to morphine. When he died at 42 Clara
assumed responsibility for his six children;
Eugenie - who was educated largely away
from home, joined her mother’s household
from age 20 to 40 (1891), acting as assistant hostess, companion and teacher. She
later became a piano teacher in England.
Felix - the most gifted, born after his
father’s internment, was very similar to his
father in talent and inclination – but was
never encouraged by his mother. He struggled with tuberculosis from 15 until his
death at 25.

cable accuracy, and we can imagine the
melody singing out through the wealth of surrounding harmonies (typical of Schumann’s
music) and the nuances she found in Chopin’s
and Brahms’. She never tried to conquer by
coquetry or display (rather different from
today’s pop singers!) but made the deepest
interpretation of the music as she felt the
composer wished it. She was often referred to
as the “priestess” for the undeniable authority and nobility of her playing.
For both Robert Schumann and Johannes
Brahms, she was the muse who inspired
them, and for whom they wrote some of their
best music. Brahms always asked her opinion
as soon as he finished a work. In later years
she worked hard as editor and reviser of
Schumann’s music, contributing to the accuracy and completeness of published works.
As if this were not enough, she was a composer of works for the piano, for voice and for
chamber groups, which were warmly appreciated by Schumann, and which are seen now
as competent and innovative. However, after
1855 (at 36) she ceased composing in view of
everything else that was going on in her life.
Clara was a devoted teacher, and being
accepted to her classes was the highest ambition of aspiring pianists throughout Europe.
There were usually two lessons a week with
her, with other students listening in, and her
daughters helped teach younger students.
She was demanding and disciplined, paying
scrupulous attention to details, placing
emphasis on expression and tone. When her
students started careers, she was equally
supporting and devote … the legacy of her
approach comes down to us today.

Her legacy
Clara as a young girl and through her teens
achieved fame as a great pianist, who not
only played with strength and assurance, but
also interpreted with wonderful artistry. Her
playing was respected by Chopin – with
whom she had little contact, but whose music
always featured in her recitals. In the Leipzig
years, Felix Mendelssohn was a friend and
admirer, and she played often with him conducting. Liszt was also a charming admirer,
and sometimes they played together – but in
later years she came to dislike the pyrotechnics of his music and playing. In her middle
years as devoted wife, Clara’s concerts were
eagerly awaited, and she never disappointed.
She moved away from the showy pieces then
common and made concerts closer to the
classical/romantic repertoire that we know
today. Apart from premiering Schumann’s
music, she did the same with Brahms’ - in
both cases helping their fame.
In later years, there was no doubting the status and authority of her playing. She played
from memory (then not common), with impec-

But if we can wonder at the seeming superhuman powers of Clara Schumann – such
achievement in the face of such adversity –
perhaps the answer is in her response to
music. Listen to how she wrote to Brahms
after he had advised her in 1861 to try out
two Mozart piano concertos previously
unknown to her –
“... both of which I played with indescribable
delight. My first reaction was to embrace you
in thankfulness for providing me with this
pleasure. What music is this – those adagios!
I could not restrain tears as I played them
both. The Adagio of the A major was particularly affecting – heavenly bliss streams
through one in that work ...”
So the ability to experience music and to capture the intentions of the composer, allied
with her pianistic prowess, was both metier
and support to her. Taking this to the world
merited the devotion of her life.
You can hear some of her own piano compositions on the site – and so Good Listening!
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PASSPORT HASSLES
Need to renew your British passport?

Info

In September 2009, The Umbrella published on p.3 a notice
from the British Consulate to the effect that from 28th
September 2009, passports for British nationals in Brazil would
henceforth be processed and printed in Washington, for a fee of
£124 plus courier fee, payable in US dollars. It could be issued
in 10 working days, plus 3-5 working days each way for the
courier. But correspondence from a BCS member revealed that
in his case he was told it would take longer, and only received it
5 weeks after sending in his application.
Quite by chance, on contacting the UK Passport office in
London in March direct by e-mail at IPS <ukpa@reply.co.uk>,
we received a courteous and very detailed reply to say that if we
sent them the old passport and necessary documents, we could
receive a new passport at our British address in 3 weeks (not
guaranteed) for only £77.50! You have to apply online and they
post the forms to your British address. There are two more
expensive faster track services for (non-guaranteed) 2-week or
one-week turn-rounds. Or if we were to phone for an appointment and go in person to the Passport office in the morning, we
could get a new one the same day for £129.50.
Emergency Travel Document
Any British National needing to travel urgently who does not
have access to their normal passport (expired, lost or stolen) can
apply for an ETD at any British Consulate. An Emergency
Travel Document (ETD) is valid for a prescribed journey to up
to 5 destinations (not just back to the UK), within a specified

time, after which it will
become invalid. As the name
suggests, it is designed to be
issued quickly, to enable you
to travel at short notice.

Need to renew your
Brazilian passport?
Forget it. Brazil no longer
renews passports, you have to
get a new one - to prevent
fraud, they say. But this
involves an incredible hassle,
because they've added to the
paperwork required.

Obsolete Brtish passport

First, you call the Federal Police for an appointment, and they tell
you it must be done on the internet. The internet will offer you
one at the airport (Galeão) in 3 months time. But you can find
Federal Police offices elsewhere (for example upstairs in Via
Parque, Barra) with shorter… waiting list, and get an appointment
there instead. They are open until 7pm; you wait in line and hope
their internet doesn't go down just before your turn comes up.
The documents they say you must produce now include:
• Any old Brazilian passport you have (or a photocopy if lost or stolen)
• Identity card less than 10 years old (if older, must get a new one)
• CPF
• Proof of voting in the last few elections.
- If you forgot or were out of the country at the time, you have to go
to the office of your voting district and get a document to take to the
Bank of Brazil to pay a fine of R$3.51 (that's all !) for each time, then
take the receipt back to the same place to get a certification.
- If you are over 70 years old and therefore not obliged to vote by
reason of age, you still have to go there and get a certificate that
proves that. [Do they think that people over 70 are considered
no longer able to make informed choices? Or too decrepit to get
to the polling station? – Ed.]
• Pay R$ 156 (R$ 312 if you can't produce an old one), which is
NOT refundable for any reason.
• For a woman who has changed her name on marriage
- Original marriage certificate(s)
- Original divorce certificate(s) if applicable
[If it’s too difficult to get those, just say you haven’t changed your
name - they have no way of checking.]
When they accept your documents, the new passport should be
ready in 10 working days (2 weeks).
If you give up because there's no way you can get hold of all the
necessary documents, all is not lost. The Policia Federal at the
airport say that you can travel in and out of Brazil on your
British or other second passport as long as you have an Identity
Card that is less than 10 years old. This could be a lifesaver for
anyone who has to fly back to Europe or elsewhere for a family
emergency and discovers that their Brazilian passport has
expired. Because there is no such thing as a fast track for a new
Brazilian passport - it takes weeks for it to be issued, even if the
Policia Federal are not on strike and the country is not in
mourning for 7 days for a deceased notable.
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SAM IN A JAM
QUENTIN LEWIS

Sam represents the US Federal Government. If you multiply each of the numbers
above by a factor of 100 million your will
get the current fiscal figures for the
Federal government; $2.2 trillion in tax
revenues, $3.8 trillion in total spending,
$14 trillion in debt and $53 trillion in
unfunded entitlement liabilities (according to a 2007 report from the US government accountability office).
It is probably horrible economics to use
Sam to represent the US Federal government. After all the US economy currently
generates $14 trillion in GDP each year and
is probably backed by as much as $200 tril-

These issues have dominated Washington
over the last few weeks. Paul Ryan, a
charismatic Republican, has presented his
proposal to cut the budget. On the surface,
Ryan proposes cuts to corporate income
tax and his models suggest a rapid fall in
unemployment levels as Laffer curve
dynamics kick-in. Under the surface, Ryan
proposes a total overhaul to Medicare and
Medicaid. In the scenario he presents, both
are eventually privatized and a voucher
system would be introduced. Senior citizens would receive a voucher to buy health
insurance. The value of the voucher would
grow at a slower rate than the cost of health
coverage, thereby gradually transferring
the cost of health treatment from the government to the individual.
The Democrats do not want to risk leaving
senior citizens and low income families
with-out full health care coverage.
President Obama has suggested that
Congress cancel the Bush tax cuts, reduce
the use of deduc-tibles and calls for cuts in
discretionary non- security spending. He
hopes to use special panels which will
attempt to control the growth of health
costs through negotiation.
It is difficult to imagine an easy solution to
such a tough challenge. It is likely that the
solution will be economically and socially
painful. We must not forget that the US
economy is still in a fragile recovery phase.
Unemployment is relatively high at 8.8%
(real unemployment is arguably higher, as
the longer-term unemployed are being
gradually dropped from the data). The
housing sector is already in a double dip
with prices dropping again and foreclosures
set to increase in the coming months. There
are some signs of life in better retail sales
and an improving savings rate.
Nevertheless, a tax hike or the threat of

higher healthcare costs in the near future
won’t do much to help the recovery.
Many people suggest that the USA can
manage a far higher level of debt. The current level of 100% debt to GDP ratio is
sanguine compared to Japan’s 225%.
Experts also point out that part of the US
debt is held by the government social
security fund and therefore is effectively
owed to itself and should be ignored.

Money

Imagine Sam. Sam is a middle-aged baby
boomer who lives in the USA. He earns a
meager $22,000 a year. Unfortunately he
lives way beyond his means. This year he is
set to spend $38,000. He has tried to cut
his spending in the past without much
success. Everything he spends his money
on seems vitally important. Unfortunately,
over the last few years he has accumulated
quite a lot of debt. Sam currently owes
over $140 thousand. Luckily for the babyboomer, interest rates are currently very
low, so he does not pay too much in interest. However, if rates were to increase, his
current fragile financial situation could
become even more desperate. This US citizen has made his financial situation even
worse by promising to look after his aging
parents and his children. He is also hoping
to retire soon and will need to find money
for his pension. A recent look at the cost of
these promises has indicated that they
could reach as much as half a million dollars. The bank does not seem too keen to
allow Sam to increase his debt. Sam really
needs to address his financial situation.
Even if he does manage to find a way to
increase his income, he is likely to be
forced to rethink the promises he made to
his parents, his kids and himself.

lion in total assets. Nevertheless the government needs to address fiscal sustainability
and debt dynamics as soon as possible.

Japan has managed to reach such a high
level of debt to GDP ratio because most of
the debt is held domestically. The Japanese
population has a high savings rate and a
considerable proportion of those savings
are held in Japanese government bonds
(JGBs). This is an excellent captive market
for JGB’s. There is no currency risk and
therefore limited default risk. The Japanese
government can honour its JGB obligations by printing money. The US is unlikely to have the same leeway. Due to its
reserve currency status, US debt is widely
held in international markets. China holds
$1.1 trillion in US treasury bonds whilst
Japan holds almost $890 billion, according
to the US Treasury department’s latest
report. Because these investors have to take
into account currency risk, they cannot
take comfort in knowing that the USA can
“print” it’s way out of the debt. They might
get their money back, but it could be in a
worthless currency. These nations will
work as “bond vigilantes”, buying fewer
bonds when the fiscal situation looks
worse. This will force the USA to address
its long-term funding problems before the
debt grows to Japanese levels.
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SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATES PALESTINE AND IRAN – IN BAHIA!
GUY SMITH

Thirty of our students from Class 8-11
joined delegates from a further 13 international schools from Brazil and
Argentina. The level of debate was
extremely high, and much of the credit for
this goes to the excellent leadership team
of committee chairs, including Antonia
Coury (C11) in the Human Rights
Commission and Nicolas Walker (C11) in
the Security Council. They were highly
praised by both delegates and teachers
alike. The country allocations, made
months ago, meant that many of our students were in the spotlight. Teresa
Ferreira (C11) and Ghabriela Amorim
(C11) represented Japan, Katharina Bodin
(C10) and Beatriz Camargo (C10) represented Egypt in the Human Rights
Commission with confidence and flair.
The role of Japan in the debate on natural
disasters in the Economic and Social
Council was a challenge that Maria
Eduarda Nonato (C11) and Pedro Baião
(C10) more than lived up to.

Debate in the Model UN General Assembly

In the Security Council, Antonia Klabin
(C11) and Renata Rique (C11) gave
what amounted to a master class in
debating skills, on Iran on the Israeli Palestine question and Iran’s nuclear
programme. Their preparation and
team work resulted in an award as the
most outstanding delegation in their
committee.

British School

In a week when the news was filled with
events in Japan and Libya, the 300 delegates of the 9th Brazil Model United
Nations Conference spent 3 full days from
16-20 March 2011 in Praia do Forte, Bahia,
debating such issues as “An international
contingency plan to aid countries stricken
by natural disasters” and “The infringement of sovereignty and national intervention”. That, in itself, shows how relevant
the MUN programme is in the education
of young people.

We look forward to our continued participation in this prestigious conference,
which enables our students to engage in
intellectually stimulating debate with
colleagues of the highest calibre.
[The author is Student Voice Coordinator,
Head of Class 7 and English teacher, Urca
Site]

Renata Rique (L) and Antonia Klabin (R) – Award
winners for Most Outstanding Delegation (Iran in
the Security Council)

MUN – three letters that have defined my life so far
When I first participated in a Model United Nations Conference I was in Class 7. We were representing Algeria in the Human Rights
Council, didn’t know what was going on and, frankly, I was nervous. It’s not easy to stand in front of a committee and speak (especially not the Human Rights Council, which is such a large group). I didn’t speak much, my partner did most of the work while all I
did was watch -- which gave me an idea of how an experienced MUNer functions. Despite my nerves I finally stood up and let out a
30 second peep (which was probably ignored by the council); even that small speech gave me the confidence to speak up a second
time. Soon you build up your reputation and confidence. Ever since that day my dream was to be Secretary General for a large conference and be confident enough to speak in front of hundreds of people.
People think it’s only about the speaking – it isn’t! There are so many levels to MUN that we learn by participating. One crucial skill
is lobbying. Sometimes under-appreciated, lobbying is one of the most important skills you can acquire by doing MUN. You never
know when you might need to lobby someone for a job or an opportunity.
Some people are born public speakers or negotiators; others, like me, have to learn the hard way. Unfortunately I wasn’t always a confident person. My mother reminds me I would hide under my bed as I was so shy. These small things make us realize what skills are
important to us as humans, and what we can really get out of our education. So, leave your comfort zone and explore the wider world!
[By Nicolas Walker (11O), Security Council Chair at this event and Secretary General of BSRJMUN 2011]

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA! CALL THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6695
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ENDOCRINOLOGIA • MEDICINA ESTÉTICA

EMAGRECIMENTO • ENDOCRINOLOGIA
LASER • LUZ PULSADA • RADIOFR EQUENCIA
LASER DE CO2 FRACIONADO

Professora de Laser da Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina Estética

Depilação permanente, retirada de mancha s, cicatrizes, rugas, vasos.
Rejuvenescimento Facial e das Mãos, Botox, Preenchimentos Faciais, Tratamento de Gordura Localizada, Celulite, Flacidez e Estrias

Rua Visconde de Pirajá 351/514, Forum de Ipanema, Rio. Tel: 21 2522-4966, 21 8777-7381
anabela@anabelarodrigues.com.br • www.anabelarodrigues.com.br
In Memoriam

The Royal British Legion – Rio Branch
was saddened to hear of the death of Francis Gilbert, in the UK, earlier this year
Francis Gilbert was a staunch supporter of RBL – UK and has contributed his efforts to many campaigns and Events
At the time when Rio resident Ben Gilbert embarked on his project to set up an establishment for helping deprived youths,
on a new Santa Tereza site, his brother Francis invited RBL-Rio to help vacate the property, transport and store usable goods
(ably carried out by Frank Turner’s removal company) and dispose of furnishings and household effects.
Successful accomplishment of this task resulted in a generous donation of more than £1000, from Francis to the RBL-Rio Welfare fund.
RBL-Rio is grateful for the charitable and social-minded spirit of

Francis Gilbert.
May he Rest in Peace
We Will Remember Him

Letters...
Mother Teresa of Calcutta
[In response to the March Editorial “Sex,
Religion & Age”]
The Catholic Church is in the process of
canonizing Mother Teresa of Calcutta
and would not be doing so if she had lost
her faith, although for many years she
lived without any spiritual consolation.
In the words of her biographer, Brian
Kolodiejchuk “her closeness to God,
which was hidden from her, was at the
root of her stability and serenity which others admired in her”. It was a
state that Saint John of the Cross called “the dark night of the soul”, experienced by other saints, notably Thérèse of Lisieux. Mother Teresa herself
wrote about this experience as follows: “If this brings You glory – if it
brings You one drop of happiness – if souls are brought to You as a result
– here I am Lord, I accept everything with joy until the end of my life –
and I will smile at Your Hidden Face – always.”
Charmian Shorter
Please send your letters to
jackwoodall13@gmail.com

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA!
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6605
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RIO BONITO DIARY: MAY
AMELIA KRAU

There will be a number of other orchid
species in flower now in the forest beyond
the garden fence. One Maxillaria has oneinch-diameter flowers, yellow-green with
closely-spaced purple bands as opposed to
the random purple speckles of the clawshaped one described above. Several have
tiny to microscopic flowers, one with a
close row of what look like single pale
petals the size and shape of a tiny shoe for
a beetle, with a wine-coloured spot where
the foot goes in (Stelis porschiana).
Another is a Gomesa with sprays of little
white flowers.

Lining the banks of the stony track to our
mountain retreat, metre-tall plants of the
ginger family with sheaths of long leaves
and large white flowers. Wild begonias
will be climbing there, with their pink or
white blossoms. Other indigenous plants
in flower and fruit will be the nespera tree,
whose white blooms turn into delicious
yellow fruit, and the “flor de maio”
(Mayflower), which has jumped the gun
this year, coming into flower in April and
almost over now. This succulent was introduced into English gardens under the
name of the Christmas or Easter cactus.
The Poinsettia, which we also associate
with Christmas, will already be in full glorious flower. The Brazilian name for it, lingua de sogra, means “mother-in-law’s
tongue”, perhaps from the Biblical reference to “the tongue is a fire” (James 3:6).

The temperature could go down to 10
degrees at night, moonless and beautifully
starry (no urban light pollution here), and
no moths coming to the lights – they
swarm in through the cracks around the
window-panes on other nights. But in the
day the sun will be shining warmly out of
a clear blue sky. Brosie, our last surviving
labrador, the colour of the Atholl Brose we
drink at the Caledonian Ball, will sit in the
sunlight on a rock in the stream, coat
gleaming, tail tip heedlessly dangling in
the water, and the clear-winged damsel
flies will perch on her back in the intervals
between patrolling the stream for winged
prey. The dog has a sleek coat in contrast
to our lawnmowers, the two sheep. The
ewe’s ragged fleece closely resembles the
dirty, tattered overcoat of an aged tramp,
and the two-year-old is just fuzzily sprouting its winter coat.

Two different orchids will be flowering on
the slender trunk of the tall quadrifolia
tree by the back verandah: a striking oneinch-diameter yellow one speckled with
irregular purple spots, its five petals
curved like a raptor’s talons, the other with
hands-length panicles of tiny pale blooms.
Last year, one of the speckle-flowered panicles about 18 inches long had an abandoned earthen tunnel running along its
underside, built by white ants who were

The field, on a 45-degree slope that we had
seeded with African grass from Tanzania,
will have turned sere; we were told it was
the best grass for our horses, but they didn’t like it. However, our two cows seem to
thrive on it. We’ve given up on chickens,
which we kept in the same run as the caretaker’s, because every month some disappeared. The caretaker’s explanation was “O
bicho pegou” (“the wild beast got them”).
We thought it rather remarkable that a

Mayflower cactus

Nature

We are entering autumn, and the leaves of
our kaki (persimmon) trees, which will
have finished bearing fruit, will turn an
appropriate autumnal orange and carpet
the ground beneath them, while the
mulungu tree will lose all its leaves,
preparatory to opening its stunning red
candles of flowers without any distracting
green. There are two species of this lovely
tree, the mulungu da serra (mountain) and
the mulungu da praia (beach). Funnily
enough, this is the beach variety that I
planted up here at 1000 metres years ago,
and it is flourishing. But other lowland
plants don’t take so kindly to the altitude.
Of the 150 decorative palms from the coast
I planted along the fence, not one survived, whereas those that a friend took to
her country place lower down grew well.
We told the caretaker to cut the dead stems
out of the clump of 7-foot tall ground
orchids by the fence some months ago, but
he cut the lot down to the ground and they
have never recovered. We think he must
have a black thumb rather than a green
one, as the two fig saplings we gave him to
plant have both died. Maybe it’s the horse
manure he uses – too acid.

going somewhere else, for the blooms
were not eaten. We’ll have to fence off the
base of the tree, which is encircled by
bromelias, because the sheep have got in
again since last month and chewed the
ends of their leaves ragged – most unsightly. Another beast got into the house last
year while we were away – a mouse. It ate
all the potatoes we’d left behind in the
kitchen, and chewed the hem of a bedsheet
to make a nest. But the caretaker’s wife
shut Tangie, our dear departed marmalade
cat, in the house for two days, and there
was no problem after that.

Green Helicon

predator – even a two-legged one – could
tell the difference between his chickens
and ours.
As for butterflies, the season of the lovely
bluish-white Morpho laertes, the colour of
halogen light, is over and the fashion this
month will be yellow for the largest and
most visible butterflies in the garden
(Phebis sp.), almost the size of the
Brimstones in England. Fluttering by also
will be smaller white, and even smaller
orange, Pierids, plus the occasional pale
green Papilionid and the even paler green
Heliconid (Philaethria dido) with black
markings, in sharp contrast to the more
brilliant members of the family with their
elongated black wings slashed with red
and yellow, also dancing around.
We may see a bark butterfly (Hamadryas
sp.) with its amazing camouflage, settle on
a beam of the verandah roof, decide it
doesn’t match and fly off. In the citrus
orchard we will see what we call a Black
Beauty, larger than an English swallowtail,
black with white spots in the middle of the
forewings and red spots on the rounded,
tail-less hindwings (Parides vertumnus). A
large blue swift (Hesperidae, probably
Astraptes nexos), a giant compared to the
little English skippers, will flash by in the
desperate hurry characteristic of its family,
reminiscent of Alice’s White Rabbit that
was always late (like some people we
know). By the caretaker’s house a lovely
Nymphalid settles on a rock to display its
brown velvet wings with darker chocolatecoloured bands. When it flies off there is a
flash of silver from its underwings. So
much beauty in the air.
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Classified ads
SERVICES
PSYCHOTHERAPY [ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS] - VIVIANE RICHARDSON. EXPERIENCE WITH EXPATRIATED AND CROSS-CULTURAL ISSUES. LIVED MANY
YEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINGAPORE, UK AND USA. BRAZILIAN-BRITISH
PSYCHOLOGIST (LICENSE:CRP-05.33022), SPECIALIST IN ANALYTICAL AND
SHORT-TERM PSYCHOTHERAPY. MASTER OF ARTS, ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY,
UK. MASTER OF LINGUISTICS -BILINGUALISM, PUC-RIO. APPOINTMENT BY
PHONE (21) 9966.9494 OR E-MAIL: VIVIANERICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM

BCS YEARBOOK
The 2011 version of the BCS Yearbook is already in production. Please update your data (address, phone numbers and email) at the BCS Office: bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
If you haven’t paid your subscription it’s a good time to do so
and be part of the book!

Be sure not to
miss your
Umbrella! Keep
your annual fees
paid and your
address updated!

DEADLINE for our JUNE 2011
edition is MONDAY, MAY
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JUNE
02 AmSoc Ladies’ night 8pm (to be confirmed)
04 BCS Queen’s Birthday party 7pm
07 InC New Members Gathering 10am
11 AmSoc America’s Day 11am
16 InC Cafezinho 10am
16 InC Speakers series
23 Holiday Corpus Christi

Calendar

UN-HABITAT/ROLAC, RIO DE JANEIRO/RJ - VACANCY: CONSULTANT PROgRAMME
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT (FINANCE AND ACCOUNT); ONE YEAR (WITH THREE
MONTHS TRIAL); FOR DETAILED INFORMATION AND HOW TO APPLY PLEASE
VISIT: WWW.ONUHABITAT.ORG OR SEND AN EMAIL: VACANCY@ONUHABITAT.ORG

MAY
01 Holiday May Day
01 Christ Church AGM & potluck 12:30pm
02 Holiday (UK) Bank Holiday
03 InC New Members Gathering 10am
03 BCS Talk: Prof. Leslie Bethell, Jubilee Hall, 7pm
03 InC Cultural Coffee 10pm
05 AmSoc Ladies’ Night 8pm (to be confirmed)
08 Christ Church and British Burial Fund AGM –
after morning service.
11 Book signing by Princess Michael of Kent
17 InC Tour: Life & Customs in 19thC. Rio 10am
17 AmSoc Museum Visit
17 InC Cafezinho 10am
20 InC Event - Taste of Rio - Clube Federal 8pm
27 InC General Meeting 10:30am
30 Holiday (USA) Memorial Day
30 Holiday (UK) Bank Holiday

JULY
04 Holiday (USA) Independence Day
07 AmSoc Ladies’ Night 8pm (to be confirmed)
19 AmSoc Museum visit (to be confirmed)
Scottish Country Dancing: open to all
Every Tuesday 8pm at Paissandu Club
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