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From the Chaplain

THE QUONDAM EDITOR

The Quondam on May Day

Easter Story
Rev. Ben Phillips

MICHAEL ROYSTER
Most people around the world,
including Brazilians, begin the
merry month of May with a holiday,
celebrating International Workers’ Day
by giving workers a day off. The USA
chose another date for this holiday, even
though, according to some sources,
the socialist Second Internationale of
1889 decided to create a “Labour Day”
because of the massacre of workers in
Haymarket Square, Chicago, Illinois in
early May 1886.
England, of course, has long had
traditional May Day celebrations. One
source says: “Although summer does
not officially begin until June, May Day
really marks its beginning. May Day
celebrations have their origins in the
Roman festival of Flora, goddess of fruit
and flowers, which marked the beginning
of summer. It was held annually from
April 28th to May 3rd.”
We rather like the “movable feast”
idea explained above, because, as it
happens, both the British and the
American communities here in Rio de
Janeiro have wholeheartedly adopted
this concept. As you will see from
the back cover of this issue, the BCS
are celebrating the Queen’s Official

Birthday by having a party (the QBP)
on Wednesday, 4th June at the Jubilee
Hall in Botafogo. As all know, Her
Britannic Majesty’s real birthday was on
April 21st, when Brazilians took a day
off work to honour a republican rebel,
just two days before Cariocas took off
another day’s work, this time to honour
England’s patron Saint and patron Bard
Scottish Dancing rehearsals have now
(George and Will).
begun and will continue every Tuesday
The American Society here in Rio used evening in Leblon. The other is that
to celebrate Independence Day on July the marvelous Canadian Happy Hours
4th, or some proximate Saturday, but continue apace, every third Wednesday
eventually learned that early July is of every month in Copacabana.
school vacation month in Brazil, and Otherwise, we’ve expanded the
that most Americans travel during that calendar coverage of the World Cup
period. Therefore, the feast was moved games by including days of the week—
forward to mid-June, so as to bridge forewarned is forearmed, as they say.
the gap after Memorial Day, when the
US summer [unofficially] begins. The Speaking of football, April saw the
celebration, AmSoc’s biggest of the realization of the Street Child World
year, has since been called “America’s Cup, which ended on Sunday, April
th
Day”, and will occur on Saturday, May 6 with a game at the Fluminense
31st, once again at the grounds of the football stadium. As proudly reported
this issue (front cover and two
EARJ campus in Gávea.
articles) SCWC sent out a “Mayday!”
The Community Calendar shows both message on behalf of those who have
of these dates, as well as many more, two been largely forgotten by society, and
of which deserve special recognition our Community responded with an
because of their Commonwealth outpouring of support. We’re proud of
connections. One is that traditional all those who contributed.
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Easter, one thousand, nine hundred and
eighty one years ago (or thereabouts);
can you imagine the situation? Can
you imagine the feelings of the people
involved in this story: Mary Magdalene,
Peter and John?

So imagine how they felt when they
saw Jesus dragged away by soldiers.
Imagine how they felt when they saw
their leader, their prophet, their king
and messiah, mercilessly scourged and
crucified.

They have known Jesus for years.
When they first met him they had
been startled by him. Startled by his
kindness, his wisdom, his goodness,
his love. So startled that they left
everything they did and everyone
they loved so that they could follow
him.

Gutted. That’s how they felt, Gutted.
The bottom had been pulled out of their
world. And three days later? They still
felt gutted, empty and confused.

They had followed Jesus for over three
years. They had lived with him, eaten
with him, walked with him. But they
had also seen him do amazing things.
They had heard him teach amazing
things.
Imagine how they felt. They had
seen Jesus heal the blind, the deaf
and the lame. They had seen him
draw huge crowds, and attract
many followers. The rich and the
poor, the good and the bad, all had
flocked to see him.

Mary mustered the motivation to
go to Jesus’ tomb. She went before
the sun was up. When she got there
she got the shock of her life. Because
when she got to the tomb she found
that the big stone had been rolled
away from the entrance to the cave.
This scared her. She could only think
that maybe someone had come and
stolen Jesus’ body. She fetched Peter
and John, they looked inside…Jesus’
body was gone.
Peter and John were flummoxed;
they went home, confused and sad.
But Mary stayed, though she too was
sad and confused. After all that had
happened, after all that she had been

through, this must have felt like the last
straw—now they couldn’t even have
his body. She stood outside the tomb
crying.
But then, while she was crying, she saw
a man she thought was the gardener
coming towards her. He said to her
“Woman, why are you crying?” “Well,”
she said, “because Jesus has gone.
Someone’s stolen his body and I can’t
find him.”
The man who she thought was the
gardener, said to her, “Mary.” And
suddenly she recognised his voice. She
realised that this was not a gardener at
all. It was Jesus himself, alive!
That is what we celebrate at Easter. We
celebrate that God made the world to
love it, that when humanity wrecked
the world, God sent his Son to pay the
price for our sin. We celebrate that
Jesus’ rising from the dead proves that
he conquered sin and death, and that
we can be forgiven for all the wrong
we have done and enter into a loving
relationship with our father God.
HAPPY EASTER!

Disclaimer: The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for claims
made either in the ads or the classifieds, and the opinions expressed in the articles published are those of the writers, and not of The Umbrella.

The Umbrella is published monthly by the British and Commonwealth
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Marcia Fialho. marcia@marciafialho.com.br
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BRITISH AND
COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY (BCS)
Fundraising Event — Night
of Stars!
Date: Saturday May 10
Time: 7.30 pm
Place: Private home in Barra Condomínio das Mansões
Event: The BCS is proud to present a
benefit event: “Night of Stars”. It will
feature performances by one of Rio’s
and Brazil’s most celebrated musicians,
Dr David Chew OBE and rising star
pianist Thiago Vittorio. Sensational
gourmet fare prepared by celebrated
French Chef David Mansaud, head
of the Estácio da Sá culinary school
of Rio, open bar for fine wine and
caipirinhas, plus fabulous raffle prizes
from Copacabana Palace and others...
Cause: Art & Social Transformation
alumnus Thiago Vittorio, who comes
from very humble surroundings in
Barra Mansa, has indeed had his life
transformed. After a journey to the
USA late last year, he has been offered
a merit scholarship at Berklee College
of Music in Boston (the best music
school in the USA) to cover his tuition.
However, he needs financial support
because neither he nor his family has
the funds to cover living expenses in
Boston. Please view his (bilingual)
website for full information: <http://
thiagooliveiravito.wix.com/thiago>.
Cost: R$200 per person
Thiago Vittorio and David Chew
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Transport arrangements: Roundtrip transport by private van can be
arranged from both Zona Sul and
Barra (separate fee)
RSVP Essential for location details:
<vickylynstani@gmail.com>

time for the QBP in early June. If any
member would like a printed copy of
the Annual Report, please contact our
office (office details in the masthead at
the bottom of page 2 of The Umbrella).

Queen’s Birthday Party

Annual General Meeting
Dear BCS members,
On Tuesday 15th April at 6:30pm
we held the BCS Annual General
Meeting. It was very well attended,
with about 30 people present and
another 40 who had sent in proxies, for
which I thank all those who did!
The meeting followed the usual format,
with reports from the Chairman,
First Trustee of the NRH Fund (Mary
Crawshaw) and Hon. Treasurer. The
names of the Trustees of the Properties
were informed – and can be found
in our yearbook. Some editorial
corrections to the statutes were also
approved.
The BCS’s Honorary
Lawyer Ken Cattley was at the meeting
to explain these, which essentially
comprise tidying up small mistakes in
the Portuguese translation and a few
editing slips in the English version. No
substantive changes were made. These
would require a much larger quorum.
We then came to the election and the
following five people were elected to
the council for a two-year term: Colin
Reed, David Richardson, Noreen
Smith, Vicky Staniforth and Denis
Daniel. The last two names are new
to the council and I believe they will
make important contributions. Jack
Woodall stood for one year to complete
the term of office of Bob Hartley who
has recently moved to the UK and so
resigned from the council. Since we
had 6 candidates for six slots, all were
elected unanimously. Susan Mace and
Tim Young were elected as substitutes,
to replace any council member who
stands down during his term.
Our
Honorary
Treasurer
Bill
Ballantyne has this year produced a
splendid Annual Report for the BCS,
with reports from all the society’s
officers and a complete set of accounts,
which have been reviewed by Michael
Gregory FCA. This is a big job and I
would like to thank Bill very much
for voluntarily doing it. We hope that
the work will be easier in future years
now that we have a template. I plan to
send this report to all our e-connected
members by e-mail. Much of its
contents will also appear in the 2014
yearbook which should be ready in

And so to the Queen’s Birthday Party
(QBP) which will be held this year in
the Jubilee Hall on Wednesday 4th June
at 6:30pm. It will be a cocktail party
and a Wednesday was chosen so that
members who leave Rio at the weekend
can come. We are expecting Mary
Aune at the party, which will form part
of the celebrations of her 100th birthday
on 7th June. Mary was one of the first
persons to marry in Christ Church,
some 70 years ago, and must have
been a very pretty bride. Our ConsulGeneral Paula Walsh will be present on
4th June to propose the toast. She will
be leaving us in August and so it might
be the last opportunity for many of us
to see her. Don’t miss it! For more
details of the event, see the invitation
on the back cover.
We have much enjoyed having Paula
here. She almost always comes to
major BCS events even though she has
been extraordinarily busy in advance of
the Rio Olympic Games in 2016, with
teams of people involved in organising
the London 2012 Olympics frequently
in Rio lending advice and selling their
Olympic services. Paula’s husband Nick
has also made a big contribution to our
community in Rio, with his interest in
cricket and other sports. We will miss
them and wish them well in their new
posting.
Robert Barclay
Chairman

ST ANDREW SOCIETY
(SAS)
Weekly Scottish Country Dancing
sessions will resume in May. All are
welcome to strip the willow and gay
the Gordon at the Paissandú Club,
every Tuesday until October, under the
friendly and patient tutelage of Audrey
Hieatt. Call her on 2274-0752 if you’d
like more information. Dancing starts
at 8 pm, and goes through to 10 pm. It’s
a great way to shed the extra kilo the

Easter Bunny may have left behind on
your hips.
May 24th sees the Macaé Oilmen’s Golf
Association take on the St. Andrew
Society on the windy links of Búzios
Golf Club.
Before that, though,
MOGA will hold their 14th Annual
Oilmen’s Tournament. This year’s
mega-MOGA-event will be dedicated
to the memory of Pete Campsie, who
was killed in a failed carjacking in the
São Gonçalo area early in April. Pete
was an enormously popular member of
the expat community and member of
the Rio St. Andrew Society. As a fellow
Scot and golfer said: “Pete Campsie
was a good, honorable and incredibly
friendly man who will be much
missed.” The Umbrella and the broader
English-speaking community extend
their condolences to Pete’s family and
many friends.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
We are repeating the special appeal
for Laranjas da Terra made in last
month´s edition of The Umbrella: We
use these oranges to make our Bitter
Marmalade. They are not easy to find
in the shops or markets; most people
buy them but only use the white part
of the orange to make “compotas”.
When we do come across any for sale
they are expensive and not ripe. If any
of our readers has a “sitio” with some
Laranjas da Terra to spare, or knows

someone else who does, please let us
know by sending an e-mail to Olive
at <olivearantes1909@gmail.com> or
by phoning her: 3547-8498 or 9-86084316. The WDA will be very grateful
for any amount however small. If there
should be any problem with delivery,
we may have someone who could
pick them up for us. If we are unable
to find a source of supply we shall not
be able to continue producing Bitter
Marmalade. Any help you can give us
will be much appreciated!

Jumble Sale:
We are now only two months away
from the WDA Jumble Sale. Please
note that the event is scheduled to take
place on Wednesday 2nd July, from 10
am until noon.
We wish to thank those of you who
have already sent along donations in
response to our appeal. The ladies of
the WDA responsible for receiving the
donations are now busily separating
the different items, pricing them and
setting aside any articles considered
suitable for sale at our White Elephant
Stall at the end of the year.
When you have the time, please make
a good search around the house
for items of clothing you no longer
need, household articles including
ornaments, toys, jigsaw puzzles etc.
The success of the event depends on
WDA ladies in action

the amount of donations made – the
more we receive, the more we shall
be able to help the different charities
at the end of the year. Anything you
send along to us will be most welcome.
If you donate electrical appliances,
please check beforehand that they are
in working order. Deliveries can be
made any weekday to Christ Church
secretary Karen, telephone 2226-7332,
from 9 am to 4 pm, or to BCS secretary
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, between
8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Please remember
that between 2 pm and 3:30 pm when
school finishes, cars are not allowed
into the grounds.
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Marmalades, pickles and
chutneys:
These products are available any day
during the week and especially on
Tuesday mornings or on Sunday after
the Church service. Please let your
friends and neighbours know about
our products. Our prices are very good;
all the ingredients are natural and they
are made from English recipes. With
regard to Bitter Marmalade please note
the first paragraph of this write-up.

Empty Jars:
Many of our readers automatically
return their empty marmalade, pickles
and chutney jars for re-use, which is
much appreciated. If you have any
of these empty jars lying around the
kitchen could you please send them to
us together with the metal tops? Many
thanks.

OUR LADY OF MERCY
SCHOOL (OLM)
During the month of April, we had our
Book Fair on April 8-10 from 8am to
4pm in the John Cahill III Multimedia
Center here at OLM.
From April 21 to April 25, OLM sent
over 110 elementary school students
(grades 1st-5th), to Nosso Recanto
Camp, near Campos do Jordão. There,
they enjoyed a beautiful natural
environment and participated in sports
and activities.
On May 23-27, the Middle School
students will be participating in a
Friendship Festival. The main purpose
of the FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL
is to offer them an opportunity to
develop competence in the physical,
5
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emotional, and social areas of their
development.

Anna Whyte and Thiago Vittorio

On May 17th, thirty five students
from OLM, accompanied by their
families, will be receiving their First
Communion at Colégio Santo Inácio
at 10 am. On June 8th and 9th, some
25 students and members of the OLM
community will receive Confirmation.
Both celebrations will be held in the
OLM School Chapel.
Just a short note on college acceptances,
while those admitted are deciding
where they will go. We are extremely
proud of our graduating class this year,
as we had students accepted by many
top-flight elite universities, Brazilian
and American. In the US, they range
from the East Coast to the West Coast,
with stops in between. We’ll have more
information in a future issue of The
Umbrella.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
(AMSOC)
Saturday, April 5th, at Our Lady of
Mercy school in Botafogo, we once
again held our super hyper mega
event, that most American of daytime
pastimes, the Pancake Brunch! From
9:30 am to noon, people grabbed
as many flapjacks as they could eat,
complete with maple syrup (thanks
to Sam at the Gringo Café) as well
as coffee, juice, fruit and bacon! The
turnout was slightly disappointing,
only 100 or so, but we’ll do it again one
of these days.

Mike Royster playing the cook

Saturday, May 31st will be the
umpteenth revival of America’s Day,
that celebration we have to (in theory)
commemorate both Memorial Day
and the 4th of July. As we have learned,
however, there’s no point in trying to
celebrate in mid-June or early July as
schools are out and everyone seems to
have fled Rio for someplace else. So, we
do it early, while you’re still here. We
have all the necessary things for a truly
American picnic (except of course
fireworks) meaning hamburgers and
hot dogs and mustard and ketchup and
pickle relish and chips and salsa and
cole slaw and potato salad and beer and
soda and… whew! (don’t worry, we’re
just catching our breath!) American
songs, played by American bands, with
American musicians, and if you don’t
know the words to most of them that’s
not our fault—we tried.
It’s truly a wonderful little slice of
American life, played out on the everwelcoming grounds of the American
School up in Gávea—mostly in deep
right field, just where Babe Ruth
would have parked his 61st home run
if he’d been here in October 1927,
some 10 years and a few months
after we (AmSoc) were founded. This
year, we’re lowering the price of entry
substantially, so there’s no reason not
to bring the whole family along for a
treat.
That’s right! We’ve been around for
almost 100 years, and we’re hoping to
be around for another 100! All we need
is support from our community, which
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SCWC Fundraising Dinner

hoisted a backpack onto his shoulders
for a period of extended travel in Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East during
which he became convinced that the
connection between people transcends
physical borders, language boundaries,
and cultural differences. Upon his
return, with a vision set on the role of
education in promoting community,
he enrolled at Harvard University
and completed a graduate degree in
International Education.
we’ve been getting and certainly will in
the future.
World Cup Games involving Team
USA will not be played in Rio, so
AmSoc Governor Stone Korshak is
working with the American Consulate
and to find a convenient location where
all those who root for the USA can sit
in front of a TV and make a loud noise
together! Those games are scheduled
for Monday June 16th at 7pm (Ghana),
Sunday June 22nd at 7pm (Portugal)
and Thursday June 26th at 1pm
(Germany) and should be among the
most interesting in the tournament.
We’ll have more news next month, but
pencil in those dates!

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
(EARJ)
The Escola Americana
community is delighted
to welcome its new
Headmaster, Andrew Neil
Sherman.
Mr. Sherman was born and raised in Los
Angeles. He holds two undergraduate
degrees, one in history and the other
in education, which he earned at San
Diego State University and University
of New México, respectively. He began
his teaching career as a language
arts and social studies Intern at
Capital High School in Santa Fe, New
Mexico as part of a national teacher
recruitment effort for an alternative
teacher certification program. It was in
this program that Mr. Sherman gained
exposure to alternative education,
school change, Socratic thinking, and
cooperative learning.
With school reform an integral part of
his initial experiences and recognition
as Coach and Teacher of the Year
for his efforts, Mr. Sherman put the
classroom aside after four years and

After graduate school, Mr. Sherman
became the Director of the Westhill
Institute, a U.S. accredited kinder to
university multilingual educational
institution serving an international
student population in Mexico City. He
also served as a board member of the
Texas Alliance for Accredited Private
Schools and participated in a number
of Mexico City based civic associations.
Mr. Sherman then moved to Ecuador
to become the General Director of
Colegio Menor San Francisco de
Quito, an accredited preschool to high
school university preparatory school.
Mr. Sherman is actively involved in
international school improvement
efforts in Latin America. He serves as
an Accreditation Consultant, Leader
of Quality Assurance Review Teams,
and Vice Chair of the Committee on
International Schools of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools.
At EARJ, Andrew will be focusing
on data-based initiatives to improve
student achievement, implementing
state-of-the-art teaching practices
and designing technology-based
curriculum.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
(TBS)
Street Child World Cup –
Rio 2014

In December 2013, The British School
parents and supporters of SCWC
joined together for a fundraising
dinner. Organised by The British
School Charity, as part of The British
School’s wider support of SCWC, the
dinner raised awareness of the SCWC
tournament, galvanised support for
the partnership and raised funds for
the street children. These events raised
over R$45.000!
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The Big Sleep
The British School, Rio de Janeiro,
and TBS Charity are proud to have
supported the SCWC – Street Child
World Cup – Rio 2014. SCWC is
a UK-based charity organisation,
which, every four years runs a parallel
tournament to the FIFA World Cup,
providing funds to set up projects to
help street children around the world.
250 street children from 16 different
countries, gathered in Rio for the
tournament. The organisation has the
backing of several celebrities including
Pelé, David Beckham and Larry Mullen
Jr, rock group U2’s drummer.

Three Peaks Challenge
TBS Charity had been organising
events since 2013. In late November
2013, a team representing SCWC
climbed three of Rio’s most famous
peaks: Pedra da Gávea, Morro Dois
Irmãos and Corcovado. They had to
complete the three climbs all within
one day. As part of The British School’s
and TBS Charity’s support 6 members
of our school community took part in
this Three Peaks Challenge: 5 parents
and a sister. An incredibly difficult
and demanding physical task, it raised
important funds for the SCWC.
Brazil’s girls team lift the cup

The SCWC Brazilian Girls Football
team used the facilities at the Barra
Unit to practice. Some children were
sent to matches to write newspaper
reports, and “The Big Sleep” was
organized at the school on Friday 28th
March.
In The Big Sleep, children spent
the night in school but sleeping in
makeshift conditions to encourage
empathy with the plight of street
children. Those who came along were
asked to hand in any electronic devices
and were given simple material with
which to make a shelter. While it
was definitely not the same level of
hardship as that experienced by those
who are permanently on the street,
it is our hope that the participating
children will have gained a small
insight into the plight of those less
fortunate than themselves. We also
hosted 8 students from a British
School, Comberton College in
Cambridgeshire, also in Rio for the
SCWC. Speakers from the SCWC
charity and five ex-street children
spoke about their experiences of
life on the streets in their respective
countries.
It was great to see so many of our
children and parents at the Opening
and Closing Ceremonies and the music
provided by Classes 4 and 5 students
really added to the atmosphere.
There was a very serious side to
the Ceremonies when we were all
reminded that no child should have
to go without a home and that every
child is someone. For the children
participating in the events it was a life
changing experience which makes this
cause one of those rare events in which
the smallest contribution can make a
real difference.
We are thankful to all staff, students
and parents who support this very
worthwhile cause. Please visit the
Street Child World Cup website:
<www.streetchildworldcup.org>.
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HERE, NOW: RIO SQUASH CLUB

The connection by train in 1858 afforded easy accessibility
to downtown and, within fifty years, led to a proliferation of
modest (and colorful) houses, many with small yards and
gardens. This oil painting by János Antal Kürz (signed “Kürz
Rio 1951”) shows a view of a then unpaved street less than
half a mile – one kilometer – from the Engenho Novo train
station, near the original Colégio Federal Pedro II and the
more-than-a-century old Escola Municipal Sarmiento, two
of Rio’s most outstanding public educational institutions.

A celebration of a life well lived

Located high above where most of us mortals live, the Rio
Squash Club has long had a number of members from our
English-speaking community. One of these, who wishes
to remain anonymous, has noticed that, notwithstanding
the Club’s English connections, there is always room for
improvement in communications. The proof being in the
pudding, he has taken the attached picture and allowed it to
be shared (and valued) by other Umbrella readers.
By Anonymous

HERE, THEN: ENGENHO NOVO

HERE, THERE(SÓPOLIS)
On Saturday 5th April, Team GB won the Nations Cup in
Teresópolis for the second year running, inching out Team
Brazil by 128 to 126 Stableford points. 80% HC were used
and only the top four scores of each team counted. Players
for Team GB were Ed Riley, Genete Steven, Glenn Long,
Anthony Talbot, Steve Rae, MaryAnn Rae, Chris Donnelly,
Michelle Donnelly, Steve Rimmer, Philip Healey, Peter
Bodman-Morris and Tony Sawyer.
The un-airbrushed picture by Brian Simpson shows the top
scorers. From left to right: Chris Donnelly, Steve Rae, Ed
Riley, Steve Rimmer, Genete Steven, Tony Talbot and Philip
Healey. It was a great day, followed by a good lunch. Much
thanks to Teresópolis Golf Club. Well done to all Team GB!
By Philip Healey, rapporteur
[Editor’s Note: Not knowing a mashie from a niblick, the
Quondam queried Mr Healey, who explained the above
arcana:

Whoever tried to stereotype the concept of The Boring
Accountant never met Donald Malpas. Donald was many
things, none of them boring.
Born in Bahia of British parents and sent off to board at
Taunton School, Donald returned to Brazil in 1940 in the
face of the then real possibility that England would fall into
enemy hands early on in the Second World War. He vowed
to go back and serve his country. This he duly did, after a
short spell at Price Waterhouse in Rio. In his own matterof-fact words, “After pilot training I was commissioned and
posted to India and Burma with Transport Command to
take part in what was to have been the invasion of Malaysia,
had the atom bomb not made this unnecessary.”

Her Majesty The Queen recognized Donald’s qualities and
achievements by awarding him the O.B.E. in 1986, and then
upgrading him to C.B.E. in 2002.

Peacetime saw him back with Price Waterhouse, to which
he gave himself wholeheartedly, in New York, Buenos
Aires, Lima, São Paulo, Recife and Rio, until and beyond
his retirement as Senior Partner Brazil in 1984. Donald
will be especially remembered for the hands-on interest
he took in new arrivals to PW: he took his “boys” under
his wing, showed them the ropes, followed their progress,
remembered the names of their children, and thus created a
network of loyal friends spanning several generations.

Of course he planned, down to the minutest detail, a big
birthday bash for his 90th on March 8. The spirit remained
willing, but the flesh was uncooperative, and his family very
reluctantly called off the party. He died some two weeks
later, a fighter to the end.

His community activities were an important part of his
life. Donald was highly visible for his participation in the
BCCC, the RBL, St. Paul’s School, and especially the British
Chamber of Commerce. In all he did, his beloved wife, the
late Maggie, was by his side.

For all his public achievements, it was Donald’s personality
that will live on. Donald loved fun and he was funny, a
raconteur of enrapturing talent. He loved people; people
loved being with him. His wit was always sharp, his curiosity
and knowledge on a wide range of subjects prodigious. He
loved a party; parties loved him.

A Tribute

Rio – Here, There and Everywhere

Donald Malpas, C.B.E.

By Peter Janos Kurz

The naughty twinkle may have gone from his eyes, but
will remain in the fond memories of his many friends
for years to come. His children Richard and Susan, and
grandchildren Daniel, Filipe, Andrea and Sabrina have
much to be proud of.
Congratulations, Donald Malpas, on a life well lived.
—EWJ

GB means Great Britain, not Guanabara, Rio’s former name.
Other participating teams were Portugal and Japan.
Stableford is a scoring system: Bogey = 1 point, Par = 2
points, Birdie = 3 points, Eagle = 4 points and double Eagle
(or Albatross) = 5 points.

“Housing in Engenho Novo – 1951” – oil painting by János Antal Kürz

Engenho Novo is only a few miles west of Maracanã Stadium,
located midway between the stadium built to host the 1950
soccer World Cup and the more recent one, commonly
known as the “Engenhão”. It’s easily reached through the
railroad line originally called Estrada de Ferro Dom Pedro
II, then re-named Central do Brasil, and now known
as Supervia.
This neighborhood – so much in the news recently for
unpleasant reasons – has always been popular with middle
and lower class Cariocas because they could reach downtown
by train (always crowded but inexpensive and frequent) or
by bus, jitney (“lotação”) or even by open-air bondes, Rio’s
once ubiquitous electric street cars named after the “bonds”
that financed them. The trains ran beside the Morro do
Macaco and through the districts of Meier, Vila Isabel and
Engenho Novo, all well linked to downtown through streets
called Vinte Quatro de Maio and São Francisco Xavier. Once
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past the Jacaré River and São Cristóvão the commuter had
easy access to Avenida Presidente Vargas and the Praça da
República.

HC means Handicap and is a scoring system where high
numbers are bad and low numbers are good. When taking
80% of HC you end up removing more strokes from the
worse players than from the better players to help ensure
they (the better players) are the winners.
Everyone got that? You’re welcome!]

The Stableford 7
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GOOD LISTENING

John Somers: Personal Memories of a Friend
John Somers passed away in Minas early in April, aged 84. Bill
Beith accepted The Umbrella’s invitation to recall his friend, a
character and a craftsman.

A Tribute

“One evening, some time in the late 60s, John came over to our
house in Cosme Velho, which was very close to the antique
shop he and Rosanne had in the Largo do Boticário. He
told us of his plans to start a pewter manufacturing business
in São Joao del Rey, Minas Gerais. We had known John and
Rosanne for some years and we were more than pleased to
help him attain his objectives, little realising at the time the
risks involved in being a partner in a business in Brazil. We
did not make an investment, but just became the third partner
needed to formalise his company. We were of course delighted
to participate in what turned out to be a very successful venture.
John was a product of Eton and Sandhurst, Britain’s military
academy. During his military service he was posted to
Czechoslovakia and to pass the time he became proficient
in Czech. When his obligatory two-year stint of military
service ended, he joined an insurance company and soon
after moved to Brazil where he met and married Rosanne.
During his early years in the insurance business, he became
interested in antiques and he and Rosanne, ever adventurous,
opened their shop in the Largo do Boticário, an attractive
square built by a Brazilian family out of demolition material,
in the style of old Rio. It was not only a perfect spot for an
antique shop but it became the meeting point for many
young Rio expats. Since we lived nearby, we often dropped
by and met many of our good friends there.
With the growth of his antique business and the increasing
need to travel to the old fazendas in Minas Gerais to find
interesting articles for his shop, he left the insurance business
and concentrated on the flourishing antique business.
John, however, was not one to just buy and sell; he set up
a cabinet making operation in São João del Rey where he
repaired time-damaged antiques. He developed a technique
for carrying out the repairs meticulously but also obviously.
This was the first of the Somers’ creative products which was
a success in Rio de Janeiro.
On one of his trips to the interior of Minas he discovered a
set of wooden moulds which he could not identify and after

Easter Week in Spain
MARTIN HESTER

consulting with his friends at Sotheby’s he discovered that
they were old pewter moulds. This tickled his fancy and he
began to research deeply into the history and technology of
pewter. His dedication to the project eventually led to my
commitment to help. He built a small factory in São Joao
del Rey and started his first production line after solving
the myriad teething problems and insisting on quality
and excellence of design for everything he produced.
His products became very popular in Rio and were soon
available in the major Brazilian cities. He started exporting
to Germany, a major pewter producer and even opened a
shop in Boston in the US.
During this period he and Rosanne separated and John
moved to São João del Rey, where he met Betinha, whom
he married after the death of Rosanne. At this time John
restructured his company and asked me if I would mind
leaving as a partner. I agreed of course and John presented
me with a selection of pewter products and told me how
little I knew of the risks I had run!
His commercial ventures were not always a success but John
Somers pewter became a byword for excellence of design
and quality and although other copycat producers appeared
they were never a match for his products. One of his
famous product lines was based on finds from the Utrecht,
a Dutch galleon sunk in 1648 by the Spaniards, at the time
when Holland had a colony in Brazil. The pewter used in
the officers’ mess fitted John’s requirements perfectly. I still
drink my whisky out of one of the first tumblers to come off
his production line. Just as soon as I’ve sent this off to The
Umbrella, I will use it to toast John’s life and his creative and
entrepreneurial capacity.”

After participating for a week in a group singing Portuguese
Church Music from the 1500s in a Church in central Lisbon,
I spent Easter Week 2014 travelling in southern Spain
watching for opportunities for Good Listening. Quite the
outstanding events in each centre – Cordoba, Granada,
Málaga, Seville – were the Easter Week processions; they are
really important in the Catholic culture of the country and
attract many visitors. Although the music played in these
processions is funereal, I am glad to say that the Flamenco
tradition is still very much alive—but more on that another
time.
The Tradition
The Processions are performed by religious brotherhoods
called “hermandades”, many very long-established, and are
done as a sign of penance. The members wear long cloaks
called “nazarenos”, and a head-dress of a different colour
which covers a tall pointed hood (eerily reminiscent of
Ku Klux Klan gear). Only the eyes and footwear of the
brotherhood can be seen—and some go barefoot. The
procession is opened by the senior members, all bearing
huge long wax candles – only priests may go bare-headed.
The high point is the “paso” or float, which is always a
religious symbol, depicting the Sorrows of the Virgin Mary,
or scenes from the Passion of Christ - like the Last Supper,
the Scourging, the Carrying of the Cross and the Crucifixion.
However, quite unlike Rio’s Carnaval floats, many of the
statuettes are very old, carved from wood, and sometimes
dressed in very heavy and richly embroidered capes. On the
float itself there are huge numbers of candles fore and aft – a
candle-lighter with a stepladder follows closely.
The floats are carried, in short stages, along the streets of the
old quarters of town, many of which are narrow and cobbled.
In Granada the carriers were invisible, staying under the
float itself, which has long hangings on the sides, so you just
see battered sandals or tennis shoes. I counted some four
parallel lines of six bearers under a typical Granada float. In
Málaga, however, the floats were much bigger, the bearers
carry long beams, and are visible at the front and rear as well
as at the sides. I counted at least 50 bearers for the float of the
Last Supper, but there may have been more under the float!
As you might imagine, manoeuvring one of these huge and
heavy floats through narrow streets is a challenge. There
is a drum band with almost no adornment that marks a
very slow boom—pause—boom—pause, as befits a funeral
procession. This keeps all the bearers on the same step as
the float sways gently from side to side. The key moments
(always applauded by the onlookers) are the original uplift
– with bell and voice commands ensuring everybody
lifts together – and getting round corners, where those at
the front do half-steps to the left, those at the back halfsteps to the right, and those in the middle mark time. Not
surprisingly, there is a rest about every five minutes!
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Easter Week Float in Málaga

There is usually music from quite a complete marching
band – trumpets, tubas, flute, oboe, and clarinets – where
the players read from little sheets of music clipped to their
instruments. The music itself is mostly slow traditional
marches. I was surprised by how youthful most of the band
members were –good for keeping up the tradition!
Popular culture
Perhaps the most impressive thing is the strong popular
appeal to the Spanish of making and watching the
processions. It seems every village and town has at least one,
and in the large centres like Seville perhaps six Hermandades
parade every night of Holy Week, on different routes, from
late afternoon to four in the morning, all ending at the
Cathedral. Onlookers line the routes three or four deep
(very few bleachers are put up) although at key points you
can hire a chair. You see groups of friends, whole families
including baby in the push-chair, hotels and restaurants are
jam-packed: it seems everyone is there.
When one of the most doleful floats passes, there is a deep
hush ... but when the procession pauses, chatter begins
again, and small boys rush out to catch the drip from the
candles, to make balls of wax. The following day, the streets
are deserted until 11 am!
Precursor to Carnaval?
It is easy to see the ancestry of Rio’s Carnaval parades
in all this. Mix in a strong African influence (with strong
rhythm and colours) and supplant the religious motives
with everyday themes, exchange solemnity for irreverence,
enveloping capes for scanty costumes, and you have,
perhaps, the beginnings of the samba schools....
You can make up your own minds about this….but in the
meantime,
Good Listening!
www.goodlistening.com.br
11

Street Child World Cup finals in Rio bring festival of
friendship and fair play to a close

Worthy Causes

“This World Cup was more than just about football though,
it was about building confidence of these young people
and hopefully giving them an experience they will never
forget,” said former Blue Peter presenter Andy Akinwolere,
an ambassador and volunteer at the event.
Ben Page, a US coach, said: “My boys have been successful
on the pitch but all they have been talking about is their
friendships with other kids. They know that in many ways
they are lucky because they are returning to better conditions
than many of the others.”
The event puts the spotlight on children’s rights and gives
street children a platform. The second SCWC won highprofile endorsements, including a personal message of
support from Pope Francis, delivered at the opening
ceremony on 30 March. Prince William also sent a message
of encouragement to the children.
The children also took part in a unique conference, tasked
with producing the Rio Rights Declaration, a statement of
their demands which they will take back to their governments
and to the United Nations. The Street Child World Cup has

TBS students drumming
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Over the years, you have probably thought about how many
good plays by famous authors have been turned into films.
Just to keep within the classics, offhand one remembers
Shakespeare, Molière, Ibsen and Oscar Wilde.… In
Twentieth Century drama, Tennessee Williams, Joe Orton,
Willy Russell, Agatha Christie, John Osborne and Albert
Camus…. The names are many and varied. And so are their
plays.

VIP visitors to the event ranged from World Cup winners
Bebeto and Gilberto Silva, to Britain’s Chancellor of the
Exchequer, George Osborne.

The Arts played a key role with children singing, dancing
and performing together in an atmosphere of openness that
adults have found inspiring.

SE EU FOSSE VOCÊ, O MUSICAL
EWA PROCTER

The Street Child World Cup 2014 ended in spectacular
fashion, after ten days during which 230 children from
19 countries played football, formed new friendships and
helped to put children’s rights firmly on the international
agenda. Brazil girls and Tanzania boys were the winners of
the 2014 Street Child World Cup, organised in association
with Save the Children.

But for the children taking part and the almost 200 volunteers
working at the event, the highlight had clearly been the
spirit of friendship and fair play common to the competing
teams, summed up in the creation of “Zimdonesialand”,
which emerged after girls from Indonesia played against
girls from Zimbabwe, with the teams congratulating each
other on their goals and holding placards with the name of
their new country.

THEATRE

Zimbabwe X Indonesia girls match

backed the Brazilian campaign for a national policy on street
children, A Criança não é da Rua. A powerful symbol of the
event has been the image of Rodrigo Kelton, former captain
of the Brazilian boys’ team, murdered by drug gangsters on
his 14th birthday in Fortaleza weeks ago.
“You have all packed your bags and travelled around the
world,” said Manoel Torquato, of the campaign, “but one
boy did not make it. He did not catch the flight to Rio.”
He urged everyone to remember Rodrigo and all the other
street children who have been killed.
No visit to Rio de Janeiro would be complete without an
excursion to the Christ the Redeemer statue or Maracanã
football stadium, a temple for many of the soccer-crazy
youngsters from Argentina, Brazil, Burundi, Nicaragua,
El Salvador, India, Pakistan, Mozambique, Zimbabwe,
Liberia, South Africa, Kenya, India, Tanzania, Philippines,
Mauritius, Indonesia and England. The event also took in
a trip to the favela of Vidigal, where the children met local
kids and tried out capoeira moves.
Joe Hewitt, director of the Brazil office, said: “The Street
Child World Cup has become an international movement
represented across 19 countries. The message is clear that it
is unacceptable that children should have to live or work on
the streets anywhere in the world. Each team will return to
their country and lead the way in demanding that the rights
of street children are safeguarded.”
Tanzania boys lifting the Cup

The other way round, i.e. turning a film into a play, is
somehow a very different proposition. Obviously, it has
been done in the past, but with varying results. The theatre
does not offer the diversity of locations the cinema world
has available, and thus it may seem not as good; however,
one has to keep in mind that the stage has its own way of
presenting the shows—in sum, it uses a different language.
The theme of my article this month is this: how to turn two
films into one stage play? “Se Eu Fosse Você, o Musical” is
a theatre adaptation of two very successful Brazilian films
(“Se Eu Fosse Você 1” and “Se Eu Fosse Você 2”). After
long runs in cinemas throughout Brazil, these two films
are regularly shown on television. And now they have been
adapted for the stage by Flávio Marinho.
Daniel Filho, who has supervised the direction of this
theatre venture, which uses old and new songs written by
the famous Rita Lee, was also the director of both films. The
stage play, however, has been directed by Alonso Barros,
who is also responsible for the choreography.
As this is a theatre production, and moreover a musical, the
actors taking part are not the same who starred in the films.
But the main story is the same: husband and wife, parents of
a teenage girl, although very much in love with each other,
are going through a matrimonial crisis. And through some
kind of trick they exchange bodies, so husband becomes
wife, and wife becomes husband! Quoting Sir Philip Sidney
(1554-1586) “My true love hath my heart and I have his, By
just exchange one for the other giv’n…”
My main criticism about “Se Eu Fosse Você – O Musical” is
that this exchange – which is the main theme of the musical
- takes a very long time to happen! One is expecting it at
any minute, but there is a lot of talking and acting before
the main event takes place almost at the end of the First Act!

Claudia Netto and Nelson Freitas

However, the musical direction of Guto Graça Melo (assisted
by Liliane Secco) is outstanding and the singing is very good
– although the women are better than the men. Special
mention to Maria Bravo as Patrícia, but Cláudia Netto (in
the leading female role, Helena), and Faffy Siqueira (as
the crazy mother-in-law, Vivinha) are also very good. In
a smaller part, Kakau Gomes as Luana Carla gets a large
applause from the audience during the Second Act. Ten
musicians perform live, playing a variety of instruments,
which include guitar, cello, violin, clarinet, trumpet, flute
and saxophone.
What is really wonderful about this musical is the set. Chris
Aizner did the artistic conception, together with associate
set designer Paulo Correa. Also the costumes by Marcelo
Pies and the lighting by Paulo César Medeiros keep this
production moving smartly along, as the timing and the
changes are perfect throughout.
“Se Eu Fosse Você – O Musical” plays at the Teatro Oi
Casa Grande, Av. Afrânio de Mello Franco, 290 - Leblon
(at the downstairs part of the Shopping Leblon where
there is paid parking also for those who go to the theatre).
Performances take place on Thursdays and Fridays at 9
pm, on Saturdays at 5 pm and 9 pm, and on Sundays at
7:00 pm. The prices of tickets range from R$ 50 (fifty reais)
to R$ 150 (one hundred and fifty reais) on Thursdays;
from R$ 60 (sixty reais) to R$ 160 (one hundred and sixty
reais) on Fridays; and from R$ 70 (seventy reais) to R$ 180
(one hundred and eighty reais) on Saturdays and Sundays.
There is a 50% (fifty percent) discount for students and
senior citizens. The show is recommended for those over
the age of twelve. The show lasts for 150 minutes, with
one interval. The performances are scheduled to end
on the 20th of July – so “Se Eu Fosse Você – o Musical”
should have presentations all through the World Cup. But
bearing in mind that when there are all these international
football games, not to mention occasional holidays, one
should make sure by calling the theatre (2511-0800) and
inquiring whether or not on a given day there will really
be a performance!
(*) Ewa Procter is a writer and a theatre
translator and a Board Member of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga
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When Rudyard rolled down to Rio
poems were published in Britain by the
Morning Post (now part of the Daily
Telegraph) in London in November
and December of 1927.

Rio Yesterday

Kipling’s arrival in Rio de Janeiro was
in the evening and as the steamer
docked “the whole city and the coasts
alongside her chose that moment to
light up in constellations and cloudstars of unbridled electricity.”

Rudyard Kipling

In 1927, Rudyard Kipling, author of
“The Jungle Book”, “Just So stories” and
the classic poem “If ”, took a steamer to
Brazil. Kipling is known for his writings
on India, where he was born, for his
colourful depictions of Victorian life
under the Raj and for his humorous
children’s stories. However, Kipling
was a man of the world, with homes in
India, England, the US, and Africa; he
loved to travel and had long harboured
a desire to see Brazil, especially Rio de
Janeiro.
In the “Just So” story that purports to
explain the origin of the Armadillo,
Kipling laments:
I’ve never sailed the Amazon, I’ve never
reached Brazil;
But the Don and Magdalena, they can
go there when they will!
Yes, weekly from Southampton, great
steamers, white and gold,
Go rolling down to Rio (roll down--roll
down to Rio!).
And I’d like to roll to Rio some day
before I’m old!
In 1926, after an illness, Kipling was
advised by his doctor to take a sea
voyage to a warm climate. Kipling
needed little encouragement and in
March of 1927, at the age of 61, he
embarked on the voyage of his dreams,
to witness and experience Brazil.
As Kipling travelled through the
country, he sent seven letters,
chronicles that shared his delight with
everything he found. With each letter
he sent one poem. The letters and
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Upon going ashore, Kipling and his
wife lost no time getting to know
the city and set out on a long drive
along the coastline. Among the first
impressions they acquired was that
of local motorists: “Note here, the
Brazilian as a driver can paralyse
any Place de la Concorde taxi-man.
But jealous Southerners say that an
Argentine ‘all out, gives him points.
For me he more than suffices.”
They drove along Botafogo, marvelling
at the mountains and vegetation
and passed through a tunnel into
Copacabana, a then new suburb. Of
this, he wrote, “Here all who were not
on wheels were walking by myriads
along a mosaic pavement flush with
the sea. Facing the beach were costly
detached dwellings whose owners
had gone amok in every order, detail,
trimming, devilment attribute and
curio of what is called ‘architecture’
that their minds or purses could
compass. And since the buildings were
like nothing on this earth, they exactly
fitted the inexplicable scene beneath
the high heavens regarding them.” It
was a week before Carnival, but cars
were “filled with joyous, singing people
in fancy-dress” already getting ready.
They drove on through Copacabana to
end “in a marble hotel that faced the

Little Children” by Rudyard Kipling,
1919 edition. The Kipling Society,
<http://www.kiplingsociety.co.uk/rg_
braz_intro.htm>.“Brazilian Sketches”
written by Rudyard Kipling in 1927,
collected edition by Doubleday Doran
in New York, in 1940. Also published
in London in 1989 by P E Waters &
Associates. Published in Brazil as
“As Crônicas do Brasil” por Rudyard
Kipling – Edição bilíngüe – Editora:
Landmark, 2006, Tradutor: Luciana
Salgado, ISBN: 858878128X.

serene waters.” This was where they
were to stay, The Copacabana Palace.
They awoke early the next morning to
witness fishermen coming and going
along the Copacabana shore.
Their first outing was to the Botanical
Gardens. They drove through the
suburbs and “always, on one side
or the other, some great mountain
forested from chin to toe, stooped
down upon us; and when we had
run under the flank of the tallest that
shuttered off every breath of air, we
found the Gardens—utterly empty,
utterly still, and lovely beyond the
power of telling.” Kipling’s desire to
see the gardens had been fostered
from childhood by pictures he had
seen in a book.

“The basest of us have an ideal! Mine,
cherished since extreme youth, was to
see the Victoria Régia lily at home, and,
if possible, that bird with the very long
toes (Jacara* might have been its name)
represented in the same picture-book as
walking on its leaves.”
Kipling revelled in the countryside of
Rio, sites in the mountains, the distant
peaks of Teresópolis, the beauty of
“San Theresa” and the huge expanses of
beach and sea. Then suddenly Carnival

Carnaval in Rio, 1920

was upon them and he wrote “the city
of Rio went stark crazy.”
Kipling wrote a more expansive
description of Carnaval as he saw it in
1927, a time of great progress in Brazil.
In the 1920s, advances in public health
care, sanitation and education had
become well established, along with
laws to protect abandoned children
and institutions to combat alcoholism.
Readers of the following excerpt will
note that some things have changed
not at all since 1927, while others now
seem hardly believable:
“They dressed themselves in every
sort of fancy-kit; they crowded into
motors; they bought unlimited paper
serpentines, which, properly thrown,
unroll five fathoms at a flick; and for
three days and three nights did nothing
except circulate and congregate and
bombard their neighbours with these
papers and squirts of direful scent. (I
made good practice against five angels
in orange and black; a carload of
small boys not very disguised as young
devils; and a lone, coroneted divinity in
turquoise and silver.) The pavements
were blocked with foot-folk all bearing
serpentines, and wearing their fancy
in clothes. City organisations and
guilds assembled and poured out
of their quarters, in charge of huge
floats and figures, which were guarded
by amateur cavalry […] The fortyfoot floats that cruised high above
the raging sea dealt raw-handedly
with matters that the Press might
have been too shy to discuss—such
as a certain State railway, which …
was represented by twin locomotives
butting like rams. […] The serpentines
hung like wreckage after flood on the
branches of trees in the avenues; lay
in rolls and fringes on the streets like
seaweed on a beach; and were tangled
and heaped over the bows of the cars
till these resembled hay-carts of the
operatic stage. But at no time, and in no

place, was there anything approaching
disorder, nor any smell of liquor. At
two o’clock of the last night I saw a
forty-foot avenue masked from kerb
to kerb with serpentines and confetti.
At five that same morning they were
utterly gone—with the costumes and
the revellers. There wasn’t even a
headache hanging over in the clean
air! Talking of this, people told me
that drink was not a Brazilian failing,
nor, as the state of the streets after
Carnival proved, did men normally
throw litter about. For one thing, they
were racially neat-handed, as those
are who deal in strong sunlight with
wood, fibres, cane and rattan; and
their fight against fever in the past had
most practically taught them tidiness.
Unpleasant things happen to the
householder to-day if his cisterns and
rubbish-heaps attract mosquitos in
the city, and hard-handed Municipal
chiefs see that he pays up. And that is
the reason why it is so hard to find a
bad smell in Rio.”
Leaving Rio de Janeiro after Carnaval,
Kipling went by ship along the coast to
Santos, then on to the “never-ending
suburbs of San Paulo”. His poem
“The Open Door” with his general
impressions of Brazil was sent from
there, but the reference to beaches
clearly indicates he was not referring to
São Paulo.
There is so much more to say of
Kipling’s visit to Rio and Brazil than
can be summarized in this short
article. The reader is encouraged to
enjoy more of Kipling’s journey via his
writings listed in “sources” below.
By Philip Healey
* The Jaçanã is sometimes called the
“Jesus Bird” due to its apparent ability to
walk on water.
Source material: “Just So Stories for

Related Reading: “Kipling Abroad:
Traffics and Discoveries from Burma
to Brazil” By Andrew Lycett, Published
30-Nov-2009 by I B Tauris.
Recommended watching: “Eternos
Errantes da Cidade: Infância,
Menoridade e Pobreza no Rio de
Janeiro da Década de 1920.” <https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v =
KTZJKQx1LJA>
POEM BY RUDYARD KIPLING:
The Open Door
England is a cosy little country,
Excepting for the draughts along the floor.
And that is why you’re told,
When the passages are cold:
“Darling, you’ve forgot to shut the Door!”
The Awful East Wind blows it—
Pussy on the Hearthrug shows it,
Aunty at the Writing-table knows it—
“Darling, you’ve forgot to shut the Door!”
Shut—shut—shut the Door, my darling!
Always shut the Door behind you, but
You can go when you are old
Where there isn’t any cold—
So there isn’t any Door that need be shut!
And—
The deep Verandah shows it—
The pale Magnolia knows it—
And the bold, white Trumpet-flower blows it:—
There isn’t any Door that need be shut!
The piping Tree-toad knows it—
The midnight Firefly shows it—
And the Beams of the Moon disclose it:—
There isn’t any Door that need be shut!
The milky Beaches know it—
The silky Breezes blow it—
And the Shafts of Sunrise show it:—
There isn’t any Door that need be shut!
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NAN CARIOCA

Going Batty in Rio
NAN HIRSCH

Just go to a book store and take a look around—you will note
how the colour black prevails on the covers of bestsellers
and wannabes alike. Skulls, bones, claws and blood abound.
Meanwhile, readers buy them, discuss them, and can hardly
wait for their sequels.

Look how cute vampires can be! Batman too is lovely, heroic,
and righteous!

visit your abode looking for fruit and sugared water. If you
do not leave any of those within easy access you should be
fairly safe. Our suggestion for bird lovers who have a flowery
feeder swinging in their window? Take it inside and lock it
safely away when twilight comes (the time of day, not the
book!)

We tend to forget the actual living creature that has inspired
all the above—bats. They’re the only mammals capable of
flying, and their nocturnal habits put us immediately in a
defensive mode—especially their odd habit of taking us by
surprise, getting dangerously close to our hair – imagine the
tangle – and to our ears and necks. Yikes! And Yuck!

Now for a few rules. Never try to catch a bat: it may carry
diseases. If you encounter one in your house, let it find
its own way out. Don’t kill a bat: they are protected by the
law. Moreover, they are essential for controlling insect
populations, disseminating seeds and pollen; even their
inborn traits are studied for ways to improve technology and
pharmacology.

Living in Rio de Janeiro has probably afforded you the
opportunity for a close encounter with such a unique
specimen of the animal kingdom. If it hasn’t happened yet, it
almost certainly will. Why? Because their favoured habitat is
our beloved mountains and trees, which are being raided by
the worst predator of all: man.

The most interesting bat I have ever come across was a
“butterfly” one: it is very tiny, feeds off flowers and its tongue
looks like a long pink rubber band, and it is (almost) cute!
But even so, no clever author or script wizard will ever be
able to make me love it!

But fear not! The great majority of bats that surround us
appreciate only insects for food. The hematophagous species
are few and they live mainly in rural areas. And remember,
the real vampires will only attack if they do not have food!

In closing, we should add that if bats are really giving you a
hard time at home, you can call Rio Zoo for instructions by
dialing 1746 or go to their website: <www.rio.rj.gov.br/web/
riozoo>.

Those of you who live in houses need to have your roofs
well sealed, because bats have a special liking for the warm
temperatures there, as well as the absence of wind, and the
eaves offer easy access for them to come and go. Of the 43
species identified in Rio, seven live in roofs. The others will

(*) Nan Hirsch breeds horses and writes romances in
which they are important participants. Her latest (“Sob
o Signo de Centauro”) is about two characters who never
met and never will meet; but destiny binds them in a most
unexpected way.

DEADLINE

for our June 2014 issue
is Monday, 19th May
ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA

JULY
02 WDA Jumble Sale (Jubilee Hall)
04 (Fri.) Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã
13 (Sun.) World Cup final at Maracanã
14 TBS First Day Term 2
AUGUST
04 EARJ classes begin
SEPTEMBER
06 BCS Beatles Night
27 Caledonian Ball
30 Paissandú Ceilidh
OCTOBER
04 Macaé Ceilidh
25 TBS PTA International Festival (Botafogo Site)

*Key to Abbreviations (alphabetical):
AmSoc = American Society
BBF = British Burial Fund
BCS = British and Commonwealth
CC = Christ Church
EARJ = American School
InC = International Club of Rio
OLM = Our Lady of Mercy School
RBL = Royal British Legion
RIS = Rio International School
SAS = St. Andrews Society
SCM = Society of Choral Music
TBS = The British School
WDA = Women’s Diocesan Association

Classified ads
SERVICES

Calendar

JUNE
04 BCS Queen’s Birthday Party (Jubilee Hall)
11 TBS Last Day of Term 1
12 (Thurs.) World Cup: Brazil plays Croatia
13 EARJ, OLM last day of Quarter
17 (Tue.) World Cup: Brazil plays Mexico
18 (Wed.) Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã
23 (Mon.) World Cup: Brazil plays Cameroon
25 (Wed.) Holiday, World Cup game at Maracanã

They were always fairly well liked by literary and film
industry people throughout the ages, but a very smart lady
recently transformed them into a passion for all - men,
women, young, old - with a simple formula: love! At first,
their looks and behaviour repelled people; nowadays,
however, it is a completely different story!

Sit in your favourite chair, get your remote control and put
the TV on: they invade your room, hands and teeth dripping
blood, eyes full of anger and hunger, the skin a pallor of
white with green veins—they are out to get you! But they are
also capable of the most human of sentiments: loooooove!

MAY
06 Scottish Country Dancing (Paissandú Club)*
10 BCS Fundraising Event (Barra)
21 Canadian Happy Hour (Restaurante Amir)*
24 TBS Founder’s Day Party (Barra Site)
24 MOGA vs SAS Golf (Búzios)
31 AmSoc America’s Day (American School)

Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.
experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. BrazilianBritish CLINICAL Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF
arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS • bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by phone (21) 9966.9494
or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

Ubatuba - short term rent, 2 bedroom house 50 metres from
Enseada beach.Ideal for families. Sleeps 5/7. For info call Gerard
(012) 3842-3420, email: gerarddelaney97@yahoo.co.uk

NOVEMBER
01 Remembrance Service at Gamboa cemetery
07 RBL Poppy Ball or Dinner
09 Remembrance Day Service (Christ Church)
18 SCWC 3 Peaks Challenge
30 AmSoc Thanksgiving party
DECEMBER
04 TBS Carol Service (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall) 19:00
06 WDA bazaar
08 SCM Christmas Concert
13 BCS Christmas Party
14 Christ Church Carol Service
15 Sing-along Messiah
16 EARJ last day of 2nd Quarter
18 TBS C11 Graduation (Christ Church & Jubilee Hall) 19:30
19 TBS Last Day Term 2
21 All Saints Niteroi Carols and Communion
25 Christmas Family Communion Christ Church

Don’t miss your Umbrella!
Always keep your address updated.
Contact the BCS Office: 21 2537-6695

* Scottish Country Dancing every Tuesday evening
starting May, 8-10pm
* Canadian Happy Hour every third Wednesday of
each month, 6-8pm

THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER IN RIO
TEL: 21 2537-6695 EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR
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The British & Commonwealth Society Of Rio de Janeiro
has the pleasure of inviting all members
to a Cocktail to celebrate

The Queen’s Birthday Party
on
Wednesday, 4th June 2014
at the Jubilee Hall
99 Rua Real Grandeza, Botafogo
6.30 - 8.30 pm

We are also celebrating Mary Aune’s 100th Birthday on this occasion

RSVP
Reservations:
Tel.:2537-6695 or assistente@bcsrio.org.br
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