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FROM THE EDITOR

Where am I?
JACK WOODALL
First of all, grateful thanks to Chris Hieatt
for taking over as editor at very short
notice when I was incapacitated. It is no
easy task collecting and editing all the
material for a monthly edition, and he did
a great job.
Second, what was I doing lying flat on my
face on the pavement in Richmond-onThames High Street in early August: Victim
of Libyan bandits? Somali pirates? The
Bedfordshire slave trade? Turns out that I
had keeled over with a massive heart
attack – I had died! No respiration, no
pulse, no images of my misspent youth
flashing by, no bright light at the end of a
tunnel – just gone. The surgeon later told
us that my heart vessels were all “silted
up” and I could have gone at any time.
Mary saved my life by turning me over and
giving me mouth-to-mouth CPR on the
spot, and the London ambulance-men,
who arrived in 15 minutes, finished off a
text-book-perfect resuscitation by putting
on a ventilator and giving me shocks to
the chest just like on TV . The fun part for
me was working out where I was, when I
suddenly woke up weeks later, with no
memory of what had happened nor of
what I am told was a glorious work-plus-

holiday week in Australia a few days
before that – I had blanked out half of July
and the entire month of August.
First impressions were of a luxury cruise
liner. The electric bed had controls for at
least six different positions, and by burying my ears in the so-soft pillows I could
hear the rumble of machinery far below,
plus the swish of waves against a hull. I
later discovered that those were just the
muted routine operating sounds of an
electric ripple waterbed. The Room Service
menu offered 15 choices, from a kosher
meal to Celebrity Chef Choice blackberry
cheese-cake. But of course I wasn’t allowed
to eat anything for a few more weeks.
An incongruous note was struck by the curtains
drawn tightly around my bed, through which
a uniformed maid pushed a large machine
serving tea, coffee or Rainforest Alliance
Certified cocoa in paper cups. I was told
that the first coherent words I uttered were
“Why am I here?,” followed by a desperate
cry for “Coffee!” Then, glimpsed through the
curtains were a pretty girl seated in front of
a large computer screen, next to a big chap
in nurse’s uniform – problem solved, I was in
hospital! To be precise, in the in the world’s
best hospital for heart disease, the Royal
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Look, no tubes, no wires! New editorial desk

Brompton & Harley Foundation Trust in
Chelsea – again thanks to Mary, pulling strings.
The rest of this article is in praise of the
brilliant, dedicated staff of the Cardiology
Unit, who saved me from the edge of
extinction with 7 stents and sent me home
with a defibrillator, which is much more than
a pacemaker (technically an ICD – Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillator). There are
four nursing staff per six beds, working 13hour shifts, and when you are in the
Intensive Care section, a nurse never
leaves your side all day and night. After I
regained consciousness, I had the pleasure of meeting nurses Finlay MacAdam
and David Roe, who had taken such excellent care of me in Intensive Care. The nurses are multinational and multicultural, but
all share one thing – they are unfailingly
polite and caring, and will do anything for
you – twice if need be. One of them even
gives a hug to every patient before they
are discharged. On your way to X-ray or
any other department and back, every single hospital staff member who passes you
smiles at you directly, which is great for
the spirits. It is wonderful to experience
such a high level of care in the UK’s unfairly
much-maligned health facilities.
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CHRIST CHURCH

Message from the Chaplain…
STUART BROUGHTON
I believe there is a spiritual hunger present
today, not only in the world, but in the
church in particular, and when the truth in
its fullness isn't offered by the church, people begin to fill the Jesus-sized-hole in their
heart with other things.

tions. About 25 years ago, there was significant interest in Britain and North America
in spiritual renewal - discovering a closer
relationship with Jesus, and discovering who
the Holy Spirit really is, and how to live and
serve others.

Many people in the church go through much
of their life knowing something about Jesus.
Knowing about someone and knowing them
personally are two very different things. The
way for us today to really get to know Jesus
and the Holy Spirit is to study the Holy
Scriptures, re-learn what Jesus said and
spoke about, and re-learn the mission and
ministry of the Holy Spirit and how he func-

When I am about to leave a place, I start by
giving away my books. I like to read about
people who have changed history, but no
matter how much I learn about their family,
their education, or their faith, it isn't the
same as meeting the person and spending
time with them. Even though the first disciples spent three years with Jesus, learning
from him, and spending time with him, they

still didn't understand or really know him
until after the resurrection and prior to his
ascension.
When Kathryn and I arrived back in Rio
de Janeiro to live and work here for a third
time, we met many people in the community whom we already knew and it has
been great to see how some have come to
know Jesus as the most important person
in their lives. Many others are still searching and it is our heartfelt desire that they
too may find peace with God through faith
in our Lord and Saviour.
We have enjoyed our stay with you! If you
are over in London, then come and look us
up. We would love to meet up with you
again.
Your friend and chaplain,
Stuart Broughton

Around Rio
Travellers and Others
July, August & September found lots of Rio
residents going off to visit relatives back
home. Valerie Sinclair wrote in August
that she was in Farnborough, Hants., looking after her two eldest grandchildren
before returning to Dublin. Gracinha
Clarke, wife of long-time Rio resident Clive
Clarke, was in Rio visiting her family.
Suzan Carter was in England visiting her
mother; Vicky Whyte was in the USA seeing her son Daniel, whose wife just had a
baby.
Georgia Duckworth, Robert
Barclay and Robin Evans, with their spouses, went to the UK. Alan & Jeannette
Riddell have been in Europe and the UK,
Jim & Gillian Hutchinson are back in Rio
after their travels. Mary Crawshaw’s
daughter Diana’s two girls, Jessica, who
turned 9, and Alice, who turned 7, were
thrilled to have Granny at home in
Broughton, Hants. for both their birthdays
this year. They have moved from their
thatched cottage to a bigger one, so now
Jack won’t keep banging his head on the
beams! Mary’s other daughter, Jenny’s son
Johnny, has graduated from York and will
be doing his MBA at Henley, while Peter
has just finished his first year at Leicester.
Daughter Karen, who lives in Oslo, came to
the UK for a flying visit. Jenny Hopkin
writes that Thomas had his 7th birthday
party at Gavea Golf on Friday 16th
September -- just a small group in the
pavillion by the children’s playground. It
was a mild evening and the children had a
great time racing around and then eating
hamburgers and chips afterwards.
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It would have been nice if the travellers had
sent photos for all to see. Please send your
family photos of travels and special occasions for this column.

Christ Church New Chaplain
Search
The search committee is still interviewing
candidates for the permanent post, as Rev
Canon Stuart Broughton will be leaving us in
early October. There will be a farewell lunch
for Stuart and Kathryn on Sunday 2nd
October, and everyone is invited. For catering, please contact Carole Lees. We shall
have another locum for November and early
December: Rev John Saunders, whom many
of you know, has agreed to serve during this
period. It will be a pleasure to welcome John
and Judith back for a while.

Appeal from the choir

Carol Singers, Christ Church

Choirmaster Ruy Wanderley is in need of
more singers for the church choir. It is not an
arduous task, as practices are held on
Sundays at 9am, before the 10.30 service.
Please contact Ruy at 9649.7773 or Karen at
the church office.

Japeri kids

Japeri Golf Course
On 9th September Mike & Jenny Hopkin
drove to Japeri to check on the progress of
the Rio ring-road that has taken away 2
holes of the course so far. Massive earth
moving is going on day and night so that half
a hillside has been cut away. More of the
course will be lost as the access roads are
made but the engineers have promised to
leave the course as intact as possible for as
long as possible. The money has been paid
to the local mayor but of course none has
been passed on to the club. “It´s” all very sad
to see, but in spite of all this two of the
youngsters have excelled themselves recently
and are playing in major tournaments. One
boy is playing in the Brazilian Interstate
championship team and a girl in the
Brazilian Team for the South American
Championships – wonderful achievements.
Vicky Whyte has done a superb job guiding
these youngsters. Jenny Hopkin is off to visit
Tim and family in North Carolina in
October for a week. Mike is staying around
Rio as he may have to visit his mother –
“she´s” very fragile – soon be 95.

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Message from the Chair
I wish to sincerely thank all those BCS
members – and members of the sister Societies
– who sent e-mails, cards, thoughts and
prayers my way during the weeks I was
unconscious and since then, especially those
who shared the experience of their own
heart attacks. You have been a great source
of strength to me. By the time you read
this, I will be back at the flat in Richmond.
– Jack Woodall, Editor

BCS Yearbook 2011
We hope you have all received by now
your 2011 YB, with apologies for the delay,
been suitably startled by the cover and
intrigued by the stories of Brits in the
Brazilian jungle over the last 500 years.
You may notice a typo in a date in the
article about Richard Burton on p.29,
middle of the first para.: 1953 should be
1853. The BCS Council are now thinking
about a 2012 Yearbook theme; please send
in your suggestions to the BCS office – all
will be considered.

Jubilee Hall
Repairs to the roof are going to be
expensive, and quotes are being obtained.
The Hall also needs hydraulic doorclosers, because the outside doors are
being left open while the air conditioning
is running, and quotes are also being
obtained for those.

Welfare
A long-running, difficult case is being
dealt with, but legal ramifications are still
delaying resolution. R$1000 was approved
to assist John Sapieha for assisting British
ex-prisoners. The Masons passed on to us
a donation of £2,000 from the Stuart
MacWilliam Trust, which was gratefully
received
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Cruz. You might have seen them lit up at
night. There are lovely views of the bay,
Rio, Niterói and out to the ocean.
• A quick photo stop at Niemeyer’s Museu
de Arte Contemporânea (MAC) – the “flying
saucer” building at Boa Viagem – and
possibly Niemeyer’s catamaran station on
São Francisco bay. These form part of the
Niemeyer trail (‘Caminho de Niemeyer’).
• Lunch in Jurujuba, a fishing village near
the forts famous for its seafood.
The coach will depart from the Sheraton
in Barra at 08:30 and pick up further
participants from Praça General Osorio
(Visc de Piraja, by the metro station) at
09:00 in the morning and will return late
afternoon. We have space for 25
passengers, and expect the tour to be fully
booked early. Places will only be
confirmed on payment of R$35 a head to
cover coach and charity contribution.
There will be no reimbursements for
cancellations within one week of the
event. Payment should be either in cash to
any InC board member (who will inform
Gaynor of BCS immediately) or by bank
transfer to BCS.
Cost: Entrance to all forts (individual
payment on the spot): under-5s – free; 612yrs, students with card and over 65s– R$
9,00; others - R$ 14,00. Lunch: individual
payment (moderate cost).
First come, first served! Families welcome.
Leisurely walking for the most part, with
one steep bit on a paved road.

BCS/InC excursion to Niterói
on Saturday, 22nd October
Petropolis Orphanage Project

Members of both societies are warmly
invited to a coach trip to Niterói, ancient
capital of the Province and then State of
Rio de Janeiro, which is being planned for
Saturday, 22nd October. This will include
guided tours of:
• Fortaleza de Sta. Cruz. This is the fort that
can be seen at the entrance to the bay, opposite the Sugar Loaf. It served to guard the
entrance of the bay against pirates and invaders,
as well as a prison for those unfortunate
enough to be caught. Gory tales!
• The Forte São Luíz and Forte do Pico.
These are the forts that sit on top of the
mountain behind the Fortaleza de Sta.

The rules have changed, the MP
(Ministério Público) will no longer allow
orphanages for long-term care. A shortterm transit house can hold children in
protective custody for up to 2 weeks, 2
months or 2 years, depending on your
interpretation of the child protection laws,
etc. So the R$43,000 already collected and
invested in the BCS Serra fund will have to
be used for something else. TBS is
planning to go and paint schools and plant
gardens. This will be long-term effort for
about 15 – 20 years. They would go every
year. It was suggested that the BCS enter

corners
and more...
into a partnership with TBS and join
efforts, but it might be thought that more
immediate aid is needed in the shape of
providing shelter. Further consideration is
needed. We have a special bank account at
the HSBC for donations in aid of the
Serra. If you wish to make a donation
please contact the BCS office.

AMERICAN SOCIETY RIO
Halloween at the Marine
House
Party on Saturday, 29th October, starts
at 6pm. For the kids there will be trick
or treating throughout the house and
kid games. Best costume gets a free Ball
ticket. Entry R$15,00 includes one free
drink and food. Kids FREE. At the
Marine House, Embaixador Graça
Aranha 519, Alto Leblon – Jardim
Pernambuco. Parking limited, suggest
use taxis. Contact: Sgt Jeffers: tel: 71150300.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
October is upon us and this means that
another year is drawing to a close! The
holiday season will soon be here, with all
its festivities, and the InC is also gearing
up to an active and exciting time over
the coming months!
Of utmost importance is the InC
General Assembly, our annual meeting
to elect officers and conduct other club
business. This year’s General Assembly
will be held on Friday, 28th October, at
Clube Paissandu in Leblon. At this
meeting we will elect the Executive
Board of officers for 2012 and will also
vote on revisions to the club’s statutes
(available for your review in the current
edition of the Echo and also on our
website). Your attendance is important
so please do try to join us.
We will also have a special speaker for
this same 28th October meeting. Lucia
Bettencourt, an acclaimed Brazilian
writer, will be our guest speaker. She will
provide us with an overview of Brazilian
literature with special emphasis on
works that are available in English.
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St ANDREW SOCIETY
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It´s good to know that Jack Woodall is
on the mend and back in The Umbrella
editor´s chair again. The path to full
recovery will require sticking to the
rules. No stress, Jack.
By the time you open this issue, the Iain
MacPhail Band will already be in São
Paulo for their 2011 Caledonian Ball
and associated events. We wish them a
successful tour and look forward to
receiving them in Rio on 6th October

corners
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Lucia Bettencourt

The InC will be participating in “Gringo
Group Therapy” on Friday evening, 7th
October, at the Gringo Café in Ipanema
(check your InConnection or our
website for details). This event will be
sponsored by Rio Times, Gringo Café
and of course the InC, and will feature
some happy hour libations along with a
great opportunity to meet and chat with
other expats for an exchange of
information about life in Rio (and
elsewhere).
On Sunday, 30th October, from 2 until
4 pm, also at Gringo Café and also
sponsored by Gringo Café and Rio
Times, we will have an event especially for
children – a Halloween cupcake decorating
class (and party). Bring the family and
enjoy a ghoulish afternoon with your
children and other monsters (!!!)
Costumes welcome – we promise to
publish some photos of the best ones.
Another session in our Speaker Series –
this to discuss medical care in Rio – is
scheduled for 20th October, following
closely on the heels of our successful talk on
employment law which was held on 22nd
September at Felice Café in Ipanema.
Our tour of Jardim Botanico on 21st
September was a great success, thanks in
large part to our guide, Jackie Stern.
Other tours and excursions are coming
– a joint InC/BCS tour of Niteroi on
22nd October; and of course, the soldout trip to Inhotim in Belo Horizonte in
November. All of this is in addition to
the “usual” agenda of cafezinhos, happy
hours, new members gatherings and
general meetings.
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And once again, please do visit the joint
MESSAGE BOARD for the InC/American
Society/ British and Commonwealth
Society. It’s a great forum for exchanging
information, asking questions, and
learning about happenings in Rio. Just go
to the InC website at www.incrio.org.br,
click on Members Foyer (from the blue
boxes at the top of the page), then log in
and choose “Message Board.”

Iain MacPhail (accordeon)

where they will be accommodated in the
Copacabana Palace Hotel until their
departure on 17th October .
Iain MacPhail first came to Rio in 1986,
making this his 25th annual appearance
at the Rio Caledonian Ball. The son of
another famous Scottish bandleader,
Iain has been playing the accordion
since he was big enough to get his arms
around it. He has a master´s degree and
has influenced Scottish music not only
from his instantly recognizable jaunty
style of playing, but also from the many
tunes he has written which are so
popular with other Scottish bands. His
number one fan is Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth. It´s only a matter of time
before Iain will receive an honour for his
services to Scottish music. The “Rio Reel”
with its flamboyant samba rhythm in the
middle, written specially for the St. Andrew
Society, is hardly known in Rio; but it´s
a big favourite at functions in Scotland,
including the Royal Gillies’ Ball at Balmoral
Castle. It was our past President Willie
Nicoll who created the steps.
We´ll be honouring Iain MacPhail for his
invaluable contribution to the St. Andrew
Society over the past twenty-five years at
the Iain MacPhail Band´s 25th Anniversary Caledonian Ball in the Golden
Room of the Copacabana Palace Hotel
on 15th October starting at 8.00pm.
For any latecomers who still haven´t
bought their tickets, there may be a few
still available via the website

www.standrewrio.com.br or at the
following venues where the band will be
playing in October:
8th: Jubilee Hall, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo, Young Scottish Dancing with
the Iain MacPhail Band, from 4.00pm to
8.00pm.
9th: Lord Jim Pub, Rua Paul Redfern,
Leblon, with the Iain MacPhail Band,
from 4.00pm to 8.00pm.
11th: Paissandu Club, Rua Afranio de
Melo Franco, Leblon, from 7.30pm to
11.30pm, ceilidh with the Iain MacPhail
Band.
12th: Colégio São José, Rua Montecaseros, 240, Centro, Petropolis, from
6.00pm to 10.00pm, ceilidh with the Iain
MacPhail Band.
For further details, consult the St.
Andrew
Society
website
www.standrewrio.com.br or call Suzan
Carter at 8121 5407.
To ensure the continued success of the
annual MacPhail band tour, we are very
fortunate to have some staunch
supporters of the Society. Together they
are IRM Services, the Macae Oilmen´s
Golf Association, TSC Offshore, Rig
Project Solutions, York Asset
Management, the Reel Group and the
Copacabana Palace Hotel.

Young Scottish Dancing
Young Scottish Dancing took place on
8th October from 4-8pm at Rua Real
Grandeza 99, Botafogo for the teenagers
and children of the community, hosted
by the BCS and SAS. There was live
music from the Iain MacPhail Band, a
piper, a Highland dancing demonstration, and Scottish Country Dancing
for teenagers and children. There was a
simple supper of Shepherd's Pie.
Dancing started at 4.15pm.

BRITISH BURIAL FUND
All Souls’ Day at the English
Cemetery, Gamboa
Once again there will be a service at the
cemetery at Gamboa on All Souls’ Day,
2nd November. The provisional timing
is 2pm. We are hoping that the Rev John
Saunders will be able to officiate, but
this is not certain as he arrives precisely
on the 2nd, to help Christ Church out
for November and early December. It
would be appropriate, as Rev John was
responsible for the restoration of the
cemetery that began in the 80s, and
continues today. The service will include

will take place on Saturday 3rd
December, from 2 p.m. As usual, it will
be held in the Jubilee Hall, Christ
Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99,
Botafogo.

Last year’s service at Gamboa

to the British Burial Fund. The Board of
Trustees of the BBF agreed to donate
around half of the amount received to
Christ Church.

Memorial benches

lighting of candles and remembering
those passed. All those who would like a
name read out, should advise the church
office during October.
The cemetery has not had an easy time
this year. To begin with, for some
unknown reason there were very few
donations from members of the BCS
when they renewed their membership.
With annuities covering less than 40%
of the cemetery’s annual expenses, we
depend very much on donations and
sale of plots. Very few people are buying
plots nowadays, as cremation has
become an increasingly popular choice.
We also had two lawsuits brought
against us this year. Unfortunately
cemeteries have had a lot of publicity,
mainly due to the exaggerated value of
plots
in
Brazilian
cemeteries.
Fortunately we do not allow this sort of
grave-trading in Gamboa. We settled
both cases amicably, but there are of
course costs.
Every cloud has a silver lining, and we
were fortunate to receive a donation
from a Trust Fund set up by a British
family who used to live in Rio. The
proceeds were willed many years ago to
the Strangers Hospital, the Niteroi Rest
Home, and the English Cemetery, after
the immediate family passed away. The
trustees agreed to distribute the first two
parts to the BCS (Welfare Fund and
NRH Fund) and the last part (one fifth)

One of the problems the cemetery has to
face is that many graves belong to
families that left Rio many years ago, or
in some cases never came to Rio. A
member of the family was passing
through – military or civilian - died here
and was buried at Gamboa. There is no
one to look after the grave. Graves
deteriorate, and it is almost impossible
to keep them all in good repair without
the help of the family. This year one
member very kindly offered to help with
repairs to some of these graves, and
three of them were restored.
We are developing websites for both the
church and the BBF, which will make it
easier to make donations. However, if
any of The Umbrella readers would like
to contribute to the cemetery, deposits
can be made to the Bradesco (237)
account at Agencia = 0227 Conta =
095478-0 Titular = BRITISH BURIAL
FUND. CNPJ = 34.154.799/0001-92.
Another way of contributing is to
sponsor a Memorial Bench, of which
there are now many in the cemetery (see
photo). More information is available at
the BBF office, 2286.7899.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Christmas Bazaar
We are now only two months away from
the Christmas Bazaar. The ladies of the
WDA are working very hard on a varied
selection of embroidered items such as
hand towels/tea towels etc., for the
handicraft stall. These articles make
very nice Christmas gifts. If you have
not already done so, please make a note
in your agenda – this year the Bazaar

Some of our readers will have received
our annual letter appealing for items for
the Swiss Lottery and the Giant Raffle.
Anything you can send along to us, from
small items of propaganda such as pens
bearing your logo, agendas etc. to items
that can be included in the Raffle, will be
welcome. It is a good way to gain a little
free publicity and will help the WDA so
much to raise funds for the different
charities at the end of the year. If you
did not receive a copy of the letter but
would like to make some form of
contribution, your help will be much
appreciated.
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White Elephant Stall – We wish to
make a special appeal for this stall which
is always a popular feature at the Bazaar.
Throughout the year, any items we
receive that are almost new and in good
condition that can be sold as Christmas
gifts as well as for personal use, we set
aside for the White Elephant Stall. If you
have any household items, ornaments
etc., children’s toys, games, jigsaw
puzzles, that you could let us have, they
would be very welcome.
Deliveries can be made any day during
the week to Karen, secretary, Christ
Church, telephone 2226-7332, from
11am. to 2 pm. or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695 between
8.30am and 4.30 pm. Please remember
that between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm. when
the school finishes, cars are not allowed
into the grounds.
Christmas Crackers (without snaps),
will be decorating the shelves again this
year. As mentioned in last month´s issue
of The Umbrella, to enable us to decide
whether or not we should continue to
produce these crackers, it would be
much appreciated if those of you who
buy our Christmas crackers this year,
would kindly let us have your opinion or
suggestions either by phoning to Olive
3396-8498 or by emailing her at
olivearantes@terra.com.br.
Reminder: Our marmalades, pickles
and chutneys will only be on sale up to
15th October, when we temporarily stop
selling them in order to stock up for the
Christmas Bazaar.
We are counting on your support to
ensure the event will be successful.
Thank you.
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ENGLAND TOPS MEDALS CHART AT YOUTH GAMES
The final day of competition
at the 2011 Commonwealth
Youth Games saw England
overtake Australia on the
overall Medal table, finishing
with 37 medals across the
seven sports to Australia’s 29.

Commonwealth

Malaysia dominated the
badminton tournament, held
in the Isle of Man’s National
Sports Centre, winning four
of the five medals on offer.
Their mixed doubles team of
Teo and Chow beating India’s
Kirsty Gilmore, competing for Scotland
Kidambi and Kukkapalli and
they also won Gold (Lee and
Chow) and Silver (Cheah and Yang) in the Women’s Doubles and
Gold in the Mens Doubles (Heg and Teo). In the Mens Individual
event, Zulfadli Zulkiffli beat India’s Sameer Verma so the only
Gold that Malaysia missed was in the women’s singles where
Sonia Cheah was beaten in the final by India’s Pusarla Venkata
Sindhu.
England were crowned Commonwealth Youth Games Rugby
challenge following a hard fought match with South Africa. South
Africa’s Tyler Fisher actually opened the scoring in the first
minute but England fought back to lead 19-10 at half time. South
Africa again came back with a try after the break but with Jack
Arnott completing a hat-trick England ran out deserved winners
41-20. Canada defeated the Isle of Man in the plate tournament.
In the Swimming the final day saw New Zealand adding to their
Gold medal tally with wins in the Men’s 200 Butterfly (Alexander
Hancock), the Mens 100m backstroke (Corey Main), the women’s
100m Butterfly (Sophia Batchelor) and the Mens 400m freestyle
(Matthew Hutchins). Australia’s Ami Matsuo (50m Freestyle and
200m Freestyle) and Te Haumi Maxwell (Mens 50m Freestyle)
both added to their earlier Gold medals with further success on
the final day while South Africa’s Kelly Gunnell won the Gold
medal in the Women’s 200m Breaststroke.
The rest of the Gold medals in the pool were won by British
countries with wins for Scotland’s Craig Benson (Mens 50m
Breaststroke), Ieuan Lloyd from Wales in the Men’s 200m
Individual Medley and Sycerika McMahon from Northern Ireland
in the Women’s 400m Individual Medley while there were also
relay wins for Wales (Men’s 4x200 Freestyle) and England
(Women’s 4 x 100m Medley).
On the track all eyes were on the Kenyan athletes and they didn’t
disappoint; Timothy Kitum (1.49.32) out-sprinted his compatriot
Leonard Kirwa Kosencha (1:50.62) on the final straight of the
800m while Wiliam Malel Sitonik took the 3000m mens title.
England’s women dominated the final day’s track and field action
with five gold medals, won by Louisa James (Women’s Hammer),
Katie Snowdon (Women’s 800m), Emelia Gorecka (Women’s
3000m), Dina Asher-Smith (Women’s 200m) and their 4x100m
relay team while there was also a Gold medal for Callum Brown in
the Mens Hammer.
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South Africa also enjoyed a successful last day’s athletics with
three golds; Sithembiso Albert Janki (Mens Triple Jump), Morne
Moolman (Men’s Javelin) and their 4x100m relay team while

British Virgin Islands Athletics & Cycling team

Australia’s Jack Bangle on hurdles

Australia, with Nat Apikotoa – Triple Jump Women and Tatum
Shaw – 400m Hurdles and India with Navjeteed Singh (Mens Shot
Put) and Durgesh Kumar (Mens 400m Hurdles) both won two
Golds. Scotland Sprinter Tom Holligan from Edinburgh) won the
Mens 200m title. The European Youth Olympic Festival champion
finished in 21.52s with 100m Commonwealth Youth Games gold
medallist Tahir Walsh (Antigua & Berbuda) in second and New
Zealand’s Dalton Coppings finishing in the bronze medal
position.
The Gymnasts performed under the watchful eye of three-time
Gymnastics World Champion Beth Tweddle from England who
was visiting the Isle of Man for the day. She witnessed a thrilling
last day in the Ellan Vannin Gymnastics Centre (Mens) and Manx
Gymnastic Centre of Excellence (Women’s).
There was double delight for Cyprus as Michael Krasias (Mens
Still Rings and Mens Pommel Horse) won Gold in both events
while there also wins for Australia’s Declan Stacey (Mens Floor)
and Scotland’s Douglas Ross (Men’s Vault). England also won two
gold medals on the final day through Dominick Cunningham
(Men’s Horizontal Bar) and Jay Thompson (Mens Parallel Bars).
England were also very much to the fore in the Women’s
Gymnastics event with three gold medals; Abi Caig added to her
earlier success in the Women’s Floor while there were also wins for
Charlie Fellows (Uneven Bars) and Rebecca Tunney (Women’s
Vault). Australia’s Emma Nedov took the day’s final gold in the
Woman’s Balance Beam.
Sunday saw the conclusion of the Boxing event with England also
dominating with wins in five out of the eight classes, although
Australia also did well, winning the remaining three.
England’s boxing honours came in the Welterweight Class
(Damon Jones), Lightweight (Henry Thomas), Bamtamweight

Australia’s Sophie Linn (right) in 1500m.

(Qais Ashfaq), Flyweight (Samson Sykes) and Light Flyweight
(Jack Bateson).
There was an England V Australia clash in the Light Welterweight
where England’s Darren Tetley faced Australia’s Daniel Lewis
which was narrowly won 27-24 by the Australian while there were
also Australian wins for Brandon Allan (Light Heavyweight) and
Dylan Hardy (Middleweight).
Australia also enjoyed success in the final day’s cycling with
Robert McCarthy taking the Mens title. England’s Hannah Barnes
won her fourth Cycling gold medal of the Games in the Women’s
criterion, finishing in the same time (37.26) as second placed
Elinor Barker from Wales.

successful Games. He also expressed his gratitude to the
Commonwealth Games Federation in supporting one of its
smaller nations by granting the Games to the Isle of Man.
“We are a small nation, with a big heart. We said that you were
arriving as guests, but would be leaving as friends. Well that’s proven
the case. Go home now and take a little of the Isle of Man’s
hospitality with you.”
The President of the Commonwealth Games Federation then
formally replied on behalf of the Commonwealth:
“I would like to thank the Isle of Man Government and its people for
hosting an outstanding Games. They have demonstrated in
abundance the spirit, enthusiasm, hard work and organisational
ability required to make the Games a success. I would also like to
congratulate all the teams and athletes for taking part and I look
forward to seeing you all again in Scotland in 2014 and for the next
Commonwealth Youth Games in 2015.”

Commonwealth

Tahir Walsh (foreground), Antigua & Barbuda, on his way to winning the 100m.

He then handed the ceremonial Quaich, the Scottish Cup
symbolising love and friendship, to Vui Tapasu Leung. Vui Tapasu
Leung then handed a Tanoa, a Samoan symbol of Peace and Unity
to Geoff Karran, MBE, chair of the 2011 organising committee.
It was then left to Mr Fennell to formally declare the 1Vth
Commonwealth Youth Games closed and he requested that the
youth of the Commonwealth reassemble in Samoa in 2015.

Closing ceremony

The 2011 Isle of Man Commonwealth Youth Games officially
closed on 12th September with a ceremony and lively athletes
party to mark the end of the fourth Commonwealth Youth Games.
Steve Colley, a local motorbike rider, treated the 1500-strong
audience of athletes, officials and VIPs to a thirty-minute stunt
show before speeches from David Cretney, the Isle of Man
Government’s Minister for Community, Culture and Leisure and
President of the Commonwealth Games Federation Hon. Michael
Fennell.
The athletes and officials assembled on Douglas promenade in
their country line-ups before marching into the Villa Broadway
Gardens and reassembling in the sports that they participated in
over the four days, demonstrating the friendships created during
the Games.
Minster Cretney then spoke to the assembled guests and outlined
his gratitude to the volunteers for their efforts in delivering a

Afterwards there was a party for athletes and officials with music
from local rock band ‘The Same’ and musician Davy Knowles.
Hundreds of young athletes from 63 Commonwealth countries
rocked the dance floor of Douglas’s Villa Marina to tunes by Kaiser
Chiefs and Kasabian and Davy Knowles also played the
memorable Games anthem ‘Reach Higher’ that he composed.
Geoff Karran, MBE, Chairman of the Isle of Man CYG 2011
Organising Committee commented:
“We have enjoyed a fantastic Commonwealth Youth Games and
seen some world class performances from the stars of the future
across a number of sports. I look forward to following the progress of
the athletes as they make their way in the sporting world. I would
like to extend my thanks to everyone who has worked so hard to
make the games a success, particularly the volunteers who kept their
levels of the enthusiasm going and contributed so significantly to the
Games.”

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA!
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6695
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

TRAVEL MAY BE DANGEROUS FOR
HENRY ADLER
YOUR HEALTH
A Multilingual Wedding
It was a lovely autumn day for the wedding of the daughter of good Portuguese
friends of ours in the beautiful old, tiled
Church in Estoril, Portugal, with guests
from all over the world. With all due
respect to the happy couple, the star of
the show was the priest. The service was
in Portuguese, Spanish, French and
English as the bride was Luso-Brazilian,
the groom Argentinean, his mother
Canadian and grandfather, French. There
was some Scots influence somewhere as
the groom and his brother turned up in
kilts! Just as well it was repeated in
English as ecclesiastic Portuguese was
too much for us “Cariocas”. If the church
was beautiful then the reception at the
old lighthouse along the coast from
Cascais, normally closed to the public,
was spectacular. The bride’s grandfather,
a retired Admiral in the Portuguese Navy,
gave his granddaughter and her guests a
party to remember.
The next day, our last in Portugal, it was
her maternal grandparents turn offering a
late lunch to family and friends in their
country house near Sintra. Together with
friends we decided to take in the sights
of Sintra first and since it was a beautiful day we even hiked back from the hilltop Castle to town through woods,
glades and lakes. Just the tonic to build
an appetite before one of those “light”
Portuguese lunches! Lunch didn’t disappoint nor the excellent Portuguese wines.
The old Admiral had a good ‘nose’, not to
mention cellar, and got out the good
stuff he’d been reserving for the occasion.

Just for Kicks
While we were all relaxing in the garden
a few of the young lads started kicking a
ball around. I’d given up playing football
competitively after snapping my Achille’s
tendon years ago in a ‘pelada’ in Rio. But
having warmed up with that long hike
and the excellent wine I joined in for ….
the kicks. The ball came my way, I went
to trap it, caught my foot in a tuft of
grass and fell on my right leg. The pain
was excruciating despite the analgesic
effect of the wine. Our hosts applied ice
packs but by the time we left my leg had
‘inflated’ considerably. By the time we
got back to our hotel hyperinflation had
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set in! By the following morning it was as
solid as a wooden leg. At the local hospital I was told that I’d ruptured the calf
muscle and it wasn’t a good idea to get
the plane that night to Rio as the tear
measured 10cm, was full of blood with
danger of forming clots. Better to rest 15
days here in Portugal! A second opinion
(from the family doctor) said OK to travel if you take anti-inflammatories and
low dose aspirin. Getting to the plane
was great – electric golf cart from the
check in to the gate; priority boarding
but then hobbling on a single crutch all
the way to the last row in Economy next
to the galley where TAP, in all their wisdom, had seated us!

Keeping a Stiff Upper Lip with
a Stiff Lower Leg
Back in Rio, on two crutches and with
months of physiotherapy ahead of me, I
had to go to the Bank to sort some
things out. The bank manager said,
laughing, “pulou a cerca, hein!”. It was
no use explaining to her. I thought of
saying I “didn’t have a leg to stand on”
but it would have got lost in translation.
So I merely said “pisei na bola” ……
Having got over that trip, our next adventure a few months ago was a month long
tour of Turkey. Apart from the usual well
visited sites/sights we also toured
Eastern Turkey traveling near the borders
with Syria, Iraq, Iran, Armenia and
Georgia. There are 2 Mt. Nemruts in
Turkey, one with remarkable ceremonial
remains and huge statues on the top of
an 8,000ft mountain, the other a beautiful crater lake in an extinct volcano overlooking Lake Van, also at ca. 8,000ft,
both still covered in snow in the spring.
We visited both, trekking for hours
through snow, and saw bear footprints
but not, fortunately, any bears.

Shouldering the Burden
Back in Istanbul on the last evening I
went to take photos of a monument
donated in the late 19th century by the
last Prussian Kaiser to the then Emperor
– what you might call a “gift from Otto to
the Ottomans”. Here I had to “pular a
cerca” to get close. I stepped back for a
better angle, into a hole, tripped and fell.
It didn’t seem much at the time apart
from an enormous rainbow coloured

bruise across my ribs. Back in Rio it was
progressively more difficult to lift my
arm. The orthopaedist told me that only
an operation to repair the damaged tendons plus months of physiotherapy
would restore functionality, an opinion
confirmed by an ‘ombrologist’, a member
of the Brazilian Society of the Shoulder
and Elbow. He operated on my shoulder.
I don’t know if he can also resolve “dor
de cotovelo” but then who can?
I have to say that that was the most
expensive trip I’ve ever had! And so I
had to go to the Bank, arm in a sling, to
get some funds. When you need money
from a Bank then that’s when your problems start. The bank manager kept me
there for an hour and finally said sorry
for taking so long but I’d have to come
back the following day to sign the documents, however painful my arm was. At
which I said “Posso mandar meu braço
direito”? She wasn’t sure it was meant to
be a joke but all the other customers
were killing themselves laughing!!

“Jeito português”
Soon we’ll be able to travel again. But
after accidents on the last day of two
successive trips we’ve hit on a foolproof way to avoid last minute accidents. We’ll come back a day earlier
than planned…….!
A “Portuguese” solution if ever there was
one!!
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THEATRE

“TIM MAIA – VALE TUDO, O MUSICAL”
EWA PROCTER

“Tim Maia – Vale Tudo, o Musical” is more than
just a musical. As it is a biographical show, it
goes through a flashback starting when Tim
Maia dies on stage. Then the story of his life,
starting at his early years, is presented to the
audience. “Tim Maia was the freest being I have
ever known”. This sentence (by his biographer
Nelson Motta) synthesizes in a wide, but at the
same time in a precise way, one of the most
controversial, anarchic and loved figures that
Brazilian music has ever produced. Everything in Tim Maia is superlative: the instinctive
and overwhelming talent, the explosive temperament, his size, his confusions, his adjectives… Although he died in 1998, he remains
intact in the fantasy and in the memory of
Brazilians who turned into history the legends –
true, in this case – of their good natured myth.
Based on the biography “Vale Tudo – O Som e a
Fúria de Tim Maia” written in 2008 by his great
friend and “spectator” Nelson Motta, the show
is directed by João Fonseca who also participated in adapting the book for the stage. João
Fonseca took the option of structuring the
narrative into thematic blocks that are illustrated
by Tim Maia’s classic songs, and alluding to
every period in the life of this Brazilian idol. As
Charles Churchill (1731-1764) said: “Genius
is of no country”. And you will find that Tim
Maia was certainly a genius of his own.

Foto: Paula Kossatz

I believe we all have had those moments, some
time or another: an evening where all you
want to do is just to relax at home, sitting on
your comfortable sofa, and watching a nice
TV program or a film on DVD. It happened to
me on the special guests’ night for “Tim Maia
– Vale Tudo, o Musical”. But as I had already
committed myself to go, there I was driving to
the Teatro Carlos Gomes (Praça Tiradentes,
19), and sure the entire thing would be a
tremendous and worthless sacrifice! However,
I was totally mistaken: I must say I thoroughly enjoyed the entire show!

Tiago Abravanel is Tim Maia in the musical

The cast of the musical is headed by young
(only twenty-three years old) Tiago Abravanel
who has the responsibility of bringing to the
scene all the complexity of Tim Maia. The
director was impressed when the young man
came to the auditions, as he knew he had
found the perfect actor to impersonate the
musical idol. And, no doubt, he was right, the
show is Tiago Abravanel! The supporting cast
of ten plays from three to seven parts each:
from Tim Maia’s parents to well-known musicians and singers, such as Roberto and
Erasmo Carlos, Elis Regina, Jorge Benjor,
Carlos Imperial, Chico Buarque, plus Nelson
Motta, as well as bit parts as brothers, musicians, friends, etc.
The set designed by Nelo Marrese as a stage
for a show with walls and studio objects (the
two places where Tim Maia felt most at ease),
changes fourteen times with the use of props
and allegory elements. To reproduce the
esthetic of the sound that was the trade mark
of the Vitória Régia band started by Tim Maia
in 1976, and that accompanied him for twenFoto: Caio Galucci

ty-two years, was the choice of musical director Alexandre Elias. This is because Tim Maia
started soul music in Brazil, as he came back
from the United States most influenced by the
sound of Motown, and created here what is
called “Brazilian black music”.
“Tim Maia –Vale Tudo, OMusical” had its run
(originally scheduled for just one month)
extended. It was supposed to finish on the 4th
September, but then it got another week to
play at the Teatro Carlos Gomes. I believe it
was by popular demand, because of its great
success, and tickets were impossible to get –
they even had a notice at the theatre that it
was sold out until the end of the run. The
prices there were very good: R$ 40,00 on
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays, and R$
50,00 on Saturdays, with a 50% (fifty percent)
discount for students and senior citizens, at
any seat of the theatre. Now the run has finished. But do not be sorry to have missed it!
There is some good news ahead. After the
Teatro Carlos Gomes, the show is moving to
the… Teatro Oi Casa Grande, in Leblon. Yes,
the same place where “Fiddler on the Roof ”
had its most successful run that finished midSeptember – the large and comfortable theatre with parking facilities at Shopping
Leblon, on Avenida Afrânio de Melo Franco,
290. The opening is scheduled for 28th
September, and the end of the run for 13th
November. Obviously, there is also some sad
news regarding this move: the prices. The
cheapest seat at the Teatro Oi Casa Grande
will be R$ 30,00 (thirty Reais), and the most
expensive one, R$ 100,00 (one hundred
Reais). There should be discounts for students
and senior citizens.
This musical lasts for two hours and ten minutes with one interval. It is not recommended
for audiences aged less than 14. The reason
would be the heavy language which is part of
the show. And a lot is also said about the use
of drugs, something that was Tim Maia’s lifetime vice. But if you are ready for a good
musical – a different one from what is the
usual run, more in line with a show – do not
miss it!
I also have some last minute news: Cédric
Gottesmann who administers the Teatro
Maison de France PSA Peugeot Citroen, and
who also has a special participation in
“Emilinha e Marlene – As Rainhas do Rádio”
(my column published in September) told me
that, due to the huge success of this musical
there is a good possibility that the run will be
extended, and that the show will be playing
until Carnaval, 2012.
[Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre translator, and a Board Member of the Instituto
Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga.]
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OSLO
Have you ever been to Oslo in the spring? If you’re a Carioca, you’ll
love it; it’ll feel like home. Green mountains seem to saunter down
to the sea, but it’s actually a bay, like Guanabara, an island or six out in
the middle designed for day trips, Paquetá with infrastructure, wavelets lapping at rocky shoreline, but we’re not sure if it’s safe to swim.

We swooped in after sunrise, surprised by a sweetly simple
morning, clear blue skies and warm sunny weather: 15° and rising.
Sleek rail link to town center, hotel pre-booked, separate rooms,
guidebooks over latte, lax and eggs breakfast, “where to?” Well, how
about a walk through a park?” “Ok, then, the sculpture park, the
statue park, whatever that is.”
What it is, briefly put, is the most romantic park anywhere: 192
statues and carvings, set amongst bridges and lagoons and trees and
flowers…and they’re all about love. Physical entwining, sidelong
glances, priapical pyrotechnics, demure smiles—they envelop you,
entice you. If you are sentient, you cannot walk through Vigeland
Park without being stirred, you cannot stand anywhere in the park
without wanting to hold hands with someone you care for, and
dreaming about what might have been, or even might still be?

Oslo’s new Opera House

Kon Tiki! You remember, the legendary jangada (they call them
“rafts” in English but we’re Cariocas, remember?) upon which
Norwegian Thor Heyerdahl sailed around the world on an
expedition to prove that you could discover Fiji. After his death they
took his jangada and parked it on one of those islets dotting Oslo
Bay, and built some waxy Herman Melvillish characters. We
returned using the Niteroi ferry (or something of the same ilk and
vintage), and went directly to the reception. At 7 pm it was still 27°,
a record high for the date. We schmoozed and passed out business
cards to other lawyers, before heading off for London, which was
not nearly as romantic as Oslo that day.

But you sigh and keep walking, and come, much too soon, to the end of
the interlude, and ask, once again, “Where to?” “Downtown!” First
you see Stortinget, the seat of Parliament, and even see part of a
session from the (empty) gallery. “Where to next?”

Days after the horrendous shootings, all these fond memories come
rushing back: Oslo as inchoate romance, Oslo as vicarious seafaring,
Oslo as nefarious politicking, Oslo as the most expensive city in the
world, yet green, warm and welcoming. Just like Rio, only smaller
and blonder and calmer and much more statuesque. Such are
saudades: unbidden until unbundled, but indestructible, indelible
memories of our own occasional pursuit of happiness.

Perhaps a spot of lunch, the quay is a short walk away, looks like lots
of pizza places, choose one, pay US$50 for a small horrid pizza.
“Where to next?”

Michael R Royster, July 26th, 2011.
[Also not to be missed: Oslo’s new white marble Opera House, built to
resemble a series of ski runs. – Ed.]

Travel

When we were there, we didn’t think of going swimming, we
wanted to explore the town, because neither of us had ever been
there, and we had arrived in the morning for a 6pm business
reception. Besides, it was April, showers and sleet, sweaters and
slickers; Scandinavian shippers shrug it off, sure, but we’re Cariocas,
and susceptible.

The Royal British Legion - Rio Branch
invites you to attend the annual

POPPY GALA DINNER-DANCE
in the Golden Room of the Copacabana Palace Hotel
on Friday, 4th November 2011
Cocktails from 7.30pm
Dinner at 9.00pm prompt
Tickets R$190 each (R$1.750 for table of 10 or more)
Tables for 6 and 8 also available (no discount given)
Tickets include cocktails, dinner, live band.
Due to Lei Seca we encourage all guests to leave their cars at home and arrive
by taxi and therefore no valet parking will be provided.

Tickets from: Margo Black (margo.black@willis.com), Judi Newsam (judi.newsam@guycarp.com)
or Bridget Novaes (bjnovaes@gmail.com
We would like to remind you that the Service of Remembrance will take place at Christ Church,
Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo, on Sunday, 6th November at 10:30am
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A POINT OF VIEW: CAN RELIGION TELL US MORE THAN SCIENCE?
JOHN GRAY
When he recounts the story of his conversion to Catholicism in his
autobiography A Sort of Life, Graham Greene writes that he went
for instruction to Father Trollope, a very tall and very fat man who
had once been an actor in the West End.

Science & Religion
Graham Greene
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Trollope was a convert who became a priest and led a highly
ascetic life, and Greene didn't warm to him very much, at least to
begin with.
Yet the writer came to feel that in dealing with his instructor he
was faced with "the challenge of an inexplicable goodness". It was
this impression - rather than any of the arguments the devout
Father presented to the writer for the existence of God - that
eventually led to Greene's conversion.
The arguments that were patiently rehearsed by Father Trollope
faded from his memory, and Greene had no interest in retrieving
them. "I cannot be bothered to remember," he writes. "I accept."
It's clear that what Greene accepted wasn't what he called "those
unconvincing philosophical arguments". But what was it that he
had accepted?
We tend to assume that religion is a question
of what we believe or don't believe. It's an
assumption with a long history in western
philosophy, which has been reinforced in
recent years by the dull debate on atheism.

I don't belong to any religion, but
the idea that religion is a relic of
primitive thinking strikes me as
itself incredibly primitive.
Science helps us understand how
the world works - but to what
extent?
In most religions - polytheism,
Hinduism and Buddhism, Daoism
and Shinto, many strands of
John Gray
Judaism and some Christian and
Muslim traditions - belief has never been particularly important.
Practice - ritual, meditation, a way of life - is what counts. What
practitioners believe is secondary, if it matters at all.
The idea that religions are essentially creeds, lists of propositions
that you have to accept, doesn't come from religion. It's an
inheritance from Greek philosophy, which shaped much of
Western Christianity and led to practitioners trying to defend
their way of life as an expression of what they believe.

However rapidly
our knowledge
increases, we'll
always be
surrounded by the
unknowable

This is where Frazer and the new atheists
today come in. When they attack religion
they are assuming that religion is what this
Western tradition says it is - a body of
beliefs that needs to be given a rational
justification.

In this view belonging to a religion involves
accepting a set of beliefs, which are held
before the mind and assessed in terms of the
evidence that exists for and against them.
Religion is then not fundamentally different
from science, both seem like attempts to frame true beliefs about
the world. That way of thinking tends to see science and religion
as rivals, and it then becomes tempting to conclude that there's no
longer any need for religion.

Obviously, there are areas of life where
having good reasons for what we believe is
very important. Courts of law and medicine
are evidence-based practices, which need
rigorous procedures to establish the facts.
The decisions of governments rest on claims about how their
policies will work, and it would be useful if these claims were
regularly scrutinised - though you'd be well advised not to hold
your breath.

This was the view presented by the Victorian anthropologist JG
Frazer in his book The Golden Bough, a study of the myths of
primitive peoples that is still in print. According to Frazer, human
thought advances through a series of stages that culminate in
science. Starting with magic
and religion, which view the
world simply as an extension
of the human mind, we
eventually reach the age of
science in which we view the
world as being ruled by
universal laws.

But many areas of life aren't like this. Art and poetry aren't about
establishing facts. Even science isn't the attempt to frame true
beliefs that it's commonly supposed to be. Scientific inquiry is the
best method we have for finding out how the world works, and we
know a lot more today than we did in the past. That doesn't mean
we have to believe the latest scientific consensus. If we know
anything, it's that our current theories will turn out to be riddled
with errors. Yet we go on using them until we can come up with
something better.

Frazer's account has been
immensely influential. It lies
behind
the
confident
assertions of the new atheists,
and for many people it's just
commonsense. My own view
is closer to that of the
philosopher Wittgenstein,
who commented that Frazer
was much more savage than
the savages he studied.

Science isn't actually about belief - any more than religion is about
belief. If science produces theories that we can use without
believing them, religion is a repository of myth.
Myths aren't relics of childish thinking that humanity leaves
behind as it marches towards a more grown-up view of things.
They're stories that tell us something about ourselves that can't be
captured in scientific theories.
Just as you don't have to believe that a scientific theory is true in
order to use it, you don't have to believe a story for it to give
meaning to your life.
Myths can't be verified or falsified in the way theories can be. But
they can be more or less truthful to human experience, and I've

no doubt that some of the ancient myths we inherit from religion
are far more truthful than the stories the modern world tells
about itself.
The idea that science can enable us to live without myths is one of
these silly modern stories. There's nothing in science that says the
world can be finally understood by the human mind.
If Darwin's theory of evolution is even roughly right, humans
aren't built to understand how the universe works. The human
brain evolved under the pressures of the struggle for life.

Microscope studies

Darwin's theory is unlikely to be the final truth. It may be just a
rough account of how life has developed in our part of the cosmos.
Even so, the clear implication of the theory of evolution is that
human knowledge is by its nature limited.

No doubt there will be some who are deeply shocked by Graham
Greene's nonchalance about the arguments that led him to convert
to Catholicism. How could he go on practising a religion when he
couldn't even remember his reasons for joining it?

It's been said that the universe is a queerer place than we can
possibly imagine, and I'm sure that's right. However rapidly our
knowledge increases, we'll always be surrounded by the
unknowable.

The answer is that he did remember - but his reasons had nothing
to do with arguments.

Science hasn't enabled us to dispense with myths. Instead it has
become a vehicle for myths - chief among
them, the myth of salvation through science.
Many of the people who scoff at religion are
sublimely confident that, by using science,
humanity can march onwards to a better
world.

Human beings don't live by argumentation, and it's only religious
fundamentalists and ignorant rationalists who think the myths we
live by are literal truths.

Rational argument
did not lead
Graham Greene
to Catholicism

But "humanity" isn't marching anywhere.
Humanity doesn't exist, there are only human
beings, each of them ruled by passions and illusions that conflict
with one another and within themselves.

Science has given us many vital benefits, so many that they would
be hard to sum up. But it can't save the human species from itself.
Because it's a human invention, science - just like religion - will
always be used for all kinds of purposes, good and bad.
Unbelievers in religion who think science can save the world are
possessed by a fantasy that's far more childish than any myth. The
idea that humans will rise from the dead may be incredible, but no
more so than the notion that "humanity" can use science to
remake the world.

Evangelical atheists who want to convert the
world to unbelief are copying religion at its
dogmatic worst. They think human life
would be vastly improved if only everyone
believed as they do, when a little history
shows that trying to get everyone to believe
the same thing is a recipe for unending
conflict.

Science & Religion

Through science humans can lift themselves beyond the view of
things that's forced on them by day-to-day existence. They can't
overcome the fact that they remain animals, with minds that aren't
equipped to see into the nature of things.

We'd all be better off if we stopped believing in belief. Not
everyone needs a religion. But if you do, you shouldn't be bothered
about finding arguments for joining or practising one. Just go into
the church, synagogue, mosque or temple and take it from there.
What we believe doesn't in the end matter very much. What
matters is how we live.
[John Gray is the author of the bestselling Straw Dogs and one of
Britain's most audacious and original thinkers. He is Professor of
European Thought at the London School of Economics. Prior to this
he was Professor of Politics at Oxford University and Fellow of Jesus
College, Oxford.]]

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA!
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE: 21 2537-6695
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In Memoriam

ROBERT G. SUTHERLAND
1921 - 2011
Bob was born in Rio on 3rd December 1921. At the age of 12 he was sent to boarding school in England and when he completed his
studies went to university in South Africa, where his parents lived.
When WWII broke out, he joined the army and was transferred to Europe. He later married a South African nurse. They had two sons,
Anthony born in South Africa and Dorian, born in Rio. Bob later came to Rio and worked in publicity, and soon afterwards moved to USA
and worked for Grant Publicity, and then moved to Rio as President of the publicity firm here.
In 1962 he joined Souza Cruz and worked for a time in Rio and Recife and in 1973 was transferred to São Paulo, as general manager. In
1973 he married Mirian and they had two daughters Karina and Vivian. He retired in 1979 and went to live in Florianopolis, where they
built a lovely house and lived for a short time before moving to live in Petropolis. He was President of the British Chamber of Commerce
in SP and vice president in Rio. He was Chairman of the BCS in 1970/71. After retiring from Souza Cruz he was invited to work for Universal
and built a jute factory in Salvador, Bahia. After repeated heart problems he eventually succumbed and passed away on 9th September.
The cremation service was held on the 13th September, 2011. He will be greatly missed by family and friends.
May he rest in peace.

In Memoriam

FR. JOHN CRIBBIN, O.M.I..
29.10.1936 - 10.09.2011
A poem by Henry Van Dyke dedicated to
the memory & work of Irish
Missionary Father John Cribbin (74)

Father John Cribbin was born at Shannagolden, County Limerick, Ireland. He studied
at University College Dublin (1958, Philosophy), and Piltown, County Kilkenny
(Theology). He was ordained to the priesthood on 24 September 1961 and arrived in
Brazil on 15 November 1962. He was a co-founder of an Oblate mission in the town
of São Simão (Jataí Diocese), Goiás State.
On 24 November 1966 he was called to work in the city of Rio de Janeiro (São José
parish). In the mid 1970s he was appointed to coordinate the pastoral work of the
Archdiocese of Rio de Janeiro in the West District of the city, an area that included
half of Rio's population and 64 favelas (shanty towns) at the time. His work involved
setting up and organizing local residents' associations in each favela, identifying
potential leaders and training them in community organisations to deal with problems
such as the lack of light, water, sewage, drainage and health facilities.

GONE FROM MY SIGHT
I am standing upon the seashore.
A ship at my side spreads her white
sails to the morning breeze and starts
for the blue ocean.
She is an object of beauty and strength.
I stand and watch her until at length
she hangs like a speck of white cloud
just where the sea and sky come
to mingle with each other.
Then, someone at my side says;
"There, she is gone!"
"Gone where?"
Gone from my sight. That is all.
She is just as large in mast and hull
and spar as she was when she left my side
and she is just as able to bear her
load of living freight to her destined port.
Her diminished size is in me, not in her.
And just at the moment when someone
at my side says, "There, she is gone!"
There are other eyes watching her coming,
and other voices ready to take up the glad
shout;
"Here she comes!"
And that is dying.
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Fr. John Cribbin´s parish in Magalhães Bastos included nine churches which he himself helped to design and build, including one located inside a prison compound.
Most of the churches had community centres attached to them where literacy classes, as well as preparatory courses for technical colleges and universities were offered,
in addition to free computer courses for some of the younger members of the parish
in order to better their chances in the work market.
Awards. On 10 July 1989 Fr. Cribbin received the Pedro Ernesto Medal, the highest civic
honour awarded by Rio´s legislative assembly (Câmara Municipal) in recognition of
his outstanding services to members of the underprivileged population of the city's
West District. He was awarded the title of Honorary Citizen of Rio de Janeiro by the
same body on 21.08.2004.
State visits. When Pope John Paul II visited Rio´s Videgal slum on 2 July 1980, Fr.
Cribbin was one of the scriptwriters for the Pope’s speech that day. In March 1995 he
extended a welcome on behalf of all the Irish missionaries in Brazil to the then
President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, during her State visit to the country that year.
In July 2001 the then Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister), Bertie Ahern TD., paid a visit to
Fr. Cribbin's parish to inaugurate a community hall co-funded by Ireland Aid, and on
28 March 2004 the current Irish President, Mary McAleese, inaugurated a community
centre during a visit to his parish.
Greatly missed by his sister Mary (O'Connell), brother Thos, sisters-in-law, relatives
and friends, Oblate Congregation, his parishioners, and members of the Irish community in Rio. R.I.P. Contact for the Oblate Fathers in Rio: bernardcolgan@ig.com.br

results for September

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION XWORDS

Su
do
ku
1

8

8

4

3

1

5

6

2

4

3

9

5

9

2

4

3

7

6

8

1

6

4

3

8

1

9

2

7

5

7

6

5

1

9

4

8

2

3

9

2

8

3

5

6

1 4

7

3

1

4

7

2

8

5

9

6

4

3

6

9

8

1

7

5

2

1

5

7

2

4

3

9

6

8

8

9

6

7

5

3

1

4

2

9

6

5

7

5
6

4
ACROSS: 1 - Dressier than 4 down or 10 across (8); 5 - Recycle (6); 9 - Drive away
(6); 10 - Cool, Bacana (6); 12 - Degree for the unwed (?) (13); 13 - Freedom of action
(5-7); 18 - Indifferent (12); 23 - The first and the last (5,3,5); 25 - Inward surge (6);
26 - Keen to a fault (6); 27 - Faster than a trot (6); 28 - PT emblem (8); DOWN: 1
- Dilapidated (no match for 4 down or 10 across). (6); 2 - Kidnap (6); 3 - High-ranking Turk (5); 4 - Tastefully dressed (7); 6 - Sea-front walkway (9); 7 - Could be outdoor graffiti (8); 8 - Caused by pollen allergy (3-5); 11 - Insect larva (4); 14 - Italian
hors d'oeuvres (9); 15 - Make do with difficulty (3); 16 - Turncoat (from Norway) (8);
17 - With a full set of ears (8); 19 - Bum end (4); 20 - Truthful (7); 21 - Could give
you a good run for your money (6); 22 - Bewilder (6); 24 - Winged hooter (5).
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In Memoriam

KLAUS JUERGEN WOLFRING
Born in Hamburg, on March, 7, 1922. Klaus had a happy childhood with his two sisters, until finishing school, when he voluntarily joined
the Army at 17. After military service he was sent to the Russian front, under the von Mannstein Division, to try to open up the siege
around Stalingrad, where the 6th Division was kept surrounded. He served in Russia until the end of the War, 1945, always as
Communications Officer, so that he was always at the battlefront but next to the Commanding Officers, which certainly saved his life.
The following years, his whole family having survived in spite of having been bombed out, were chaotic in a destroyed country, where
all that could be managed, if at all, was to keep the family alive and fed.
In December 1950, after a long struggle , Klaus finally received a visa for Brazil, his dreamland since childhood. He arrived in 1951,
employed by Hermann Stoltz, an export/import company.
On Jan.17, 1961 he met his future wife Maria Landau-Remy, they got engaged on May 12 and married July 29, 1961. He opened his own
trading company whilst she worked as a simultaneous interpreter. They had three children, Claudio, Iana and Mathias, and had their
Golden Wedding this year, in a very small ceremony, with their three married children and all of their seven grandchildren, as Klaus was
already very ill. Klaus and Maria were members of the BCS, and both sang with and supported the SCM choir. Klaus was a very active
member of the Rotary, serving as President for one period.
Klaus died peacefully on September 3, at home, with his family lovingly around him.

Christmas
is arriving soon...

Have you planned your
Corporate Gifts?
Greetings Cards?
Special e-mail messages?
New website for 2012?

Contact us!
We can sort all that out for you
with accessible prices.

Tel: 21 2522-0159
marcia@marciafialho.com.br
www.marciafialho.com.br
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BY SAILING SHIP TO RIO

This is her first letter home after her
arrival in Rio. It was transcribed by her
great great grandson, Michael Ormiston,
who contacted us regarding her grave.
(Chris Hieatt)

From The Gloria
(a hill in Rio)
1830 Dec 6th.
My dear Grandfather Reverend Dr
(John Witherington) Peers, The
Rectory, Morden, Surrey
I am most happy to write to you that we
are once more on land but I will begin
with our leaving England. Nothing
could be more prosperous than our
voyage down the channel. We left
Gravesend at 4 in the morning Oct 9th
and lost sight of the Land’s End at ½
past 5 on Sunday evening. In the Bay of
Biscay we were detained for 10 days
with contrary winds which was tedious
but on whole we have had a most
favourable passage. On the second of
November we entered the tropics, on
the 5th passed the Cape Verde islands
and then, being driven to the West
more than was desirable, crossed the
line on the 22nd in longitude 30. From
the equator we had the South East trade
winds and reached cape Frio on the 2nd
of Dec distance 1400 miles. From
thence to Rio is only 42 miles but, the
wind failing us ,we were 2 days and a
half coming that distance and when we
entered the harbour it was very rainy
and so thick we could not see more
than a mile from the ship which was a
very great disappointment to us. It was
a 1/4 past 4 on Sunday the 5th

and our friends Mr and Mrs Coucher
who sailed from Liverpool in
September arrived only 2 days before us
having been 80 days at sea and obliged
three times to stop at ports on account
of bad weather. We were to have gone
with them only we could not get ready
in time.
Your affectionate Grandaughter
Sarah Grigg.
PS I have opened my letter to say that
last night we received intelligence of the
complete wreck of the Thetis frigate
which left this port on Sat 4th loaded
with specie [she carried a fortune in
gold and silver bullion] for England.
On Sunday in the fog she ran ashore at
Cape Frio and sunk almost directly.
The cargo, 16 men and four officers
were lost. Great interest is felt here for
the death of a son of Capt Bingham’s
[Arthur Bingham distinguished himself
during the attack on French-held Sainte
Rose and in the Little Belt Affair]. He
was returning from India with his
father and was a very fine boy, a midshipman. The father was lost a few
weeks ago by accident off the Cape of
Good Hope, the son who saw his father
drowned, has now perished at Cape
Frio. Capt Bingham was married and
returning to his family in England.
There is another son whose life was
saved and he will bring home the
melancholy news.

Looking Back

The following letter was written by
Sarah Grigg, who lived in Rio in the
1830s/40s. Her family suspects she died
of Tuberculosis, and she was buried in
the Gamboa cemetery on May 2nd,
1843. She wrote to her family in
England by every packet boat and many
of her letters have survived. They
amount to about 40,000 words and give
quite an insight into life in Rio in the
1830's. She was married to Frederick
Grigg, who was sent out to Rio by the
British Government in 1830 to prosecute slavers caught by the Royal Navy.
They lived beside the old Botafago
bridge (see painting). Some of her husband's official letters to Palmerston can
be found on line in the House of
Commons Papers Vol. 48. He returned
to England in 1847.

December that we dropped the anchor
opposite the castle where all the vessels
that do not stop for examination are
fired at directly. In less than an hour we
were visited by four boats, the first from
the castle to examine the ship’s papers
and leave a customhouse officer and a
Portuguese soldier on board to see that
everything was done properly. Then
came the Emperor’s boat and examined
the papers, asked questions relative to
the voyage and took the bag of letters.
Then the English Admiral’s boat and
took minutes of all the particulars of
the ship and the voyage. The Algerine
frigate lying here sent a boat for the
same purpose and still we were not
allowed to go up the river or leave the
ship till there had been another boat
from the Health Office to ascertain that
we were all well. This did not arrive
until ½ past 8 this morning and at 9 we
left the ship and came here in a boat Mr
Tully sent for us. All our party suffered
in some degree from seasickness but
none so much as myself. I was ill every
day for three weeks and it was ten days
before I could take any meals in the
cabin, always going on deck the first
thing and remaining there till bedtime
which is reckoned the best plan.
However afterwards I was very well
indeed and, excepting one sailor, no
one on board had a day’s illness during
the voyage. We were much favoured on
crossing the equator with respect to
heat. The thermometer never stood
higher than 85 on deck and we always
had a sea breeze and an awning to sit
underneath. It is now the beginning of
summer here so we did not pass the sun
until 6 days after we crossed the line.
On November 28th at 12 o’clock we
were 24 miles south of the sun. Upon
the whole, our passage was very
favourable and we have great reason to
be thankful. We did not have one storm
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Pakistan isn't a poor country

Classified ads
REAL ESTATE
PARTNER - NEEDED FOR HOSTEL ON AV. NIEMEYER, ACROSS SHERATON
HOTEL. 10-MINUTE WALK TO LEBLON BEACH. ALREADY HAVE 13 SUITES IN BIG,
4-FLOOR STONE HOUSE FACING THE SEA. WE NEED A PARTNER WHO CAN
INVEST IN THE BUSINESS TO TRANSFORM INTO INTERNATIONAL HOSTEL.
ELIZABETH 2274-1549, 9126-5114 OR ZEPPEVENTOS@GMAIL.COM

DEADLINE

NOVEMBER
02 All Souls Day - Service at Gamboa cemetery.
04 RBL Poppy Gala Ball
05 Amsoc US Marine Corps Ball, Paissandu Club
06 RBL Remembrance Service Christ Church
17 InC cafezinho
19 InC - weekend trip to Inhotim
27 AmSoc Thanksgiving Lunch, Union Church,
Barra da Tijuca

Calendar

Director Swiss Bank, Bern, said 'Pakistanis are poor but Pakistan isn't a
poor country.' He added that 97 billion dollars of Pakistan is deposited
in respective bank and if this money would be utilized for the welfare of
Pakistan and its people then Pakistan can make tax less budget for 30
years, can create 60 million jobs, can carpet four lanes road from any
village to Islamabad, endless power supply to five hundred social
projects, every citizen can get 20,000 rupees salary for the next 60 years
and there is no need to see IMF and any World Bank for loans.
Source: Pakistan Today - http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/
Pakistan joined the Commonwealth: 1947 (left in 1972, rejoined in 1989)
Population: 176,952,000 (2008)

OCTOBER
04 InC New Members Gathering 10am
07 AmSoc Happy Hour, Part 1, Gringo Café,
Ipanema
10 Holiday USA: Columbus Day
12 Holiday Our Lady Aparecida
15 SAS 25th Anniversary Caledonian Ball
18 AmSoc Museum Visit - to be confirmed
20 InC Cafezinho 10am
20 InC Speaker Series 7pm
20 AmSoc Happy Hour 2.0, Iate Clube
22 BCS/InC Niterói Bus Tour
28 InC General Meeting 10:30
29 AmSoc Halloween - to be confirmed

for our November 2011
edition is MONDAY, OCTOBER
Be sure not to miss
your Umbrella!
Keep your annual fees paid
and your address updated!
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Scottish Country
Dancing: open to
all Every Tuesday
8pm at
Paissandu Club

DECEMBER
03 InC Holiday Party
03 WDA Bazaar
03 AmSoc Holiday Eggnog Party, location TBD
05 SCM - Christmas choral concert
04 Amsoc Egg-Nog Party
10 BCS Christmas Party
12 SCM - Messiah Singalong
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