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On the hills a million people,

FROM...

THE QUONDAM EDITOR’S
QUANDARY MICHAEL ROYSTER

This month’s issue, regrettably delayed, has, in
essence, one overriding theme: politics. The
theme has been subdivided into two parts.
Part the first is elections, here and otherwhere.
Part the second is the communities formerly
known as “favelas” dotting the hills of Rio.
We’ll start with elections. Brazil has its first
round of mayoralty and municipal assembly
elections this Sunday, October 7th, and by
midnight we will know who has been chosen
to lead the local levels of government through
the next four years. Or, in a few cases, whether
there will be a run-off election for mayor on
Sunday, October 28th.
North by Northwest of here, the USA awaits
elections for one President, a few dozen
Senators, 435 Congressional Representatives,
assorted Governors, state assemblymen and
other officials. These elections will happen
on Tuesday November 6th, but before that,
there will be polls and debates and more polls
and more debates and … we in Rio will be
able to follow along with the debates, if not
the polls. October 3rd, 16th and 22nd, it will
be Presidential candidates, first on Domestic
Politics, last on Foreign Politics, and middle
the Town Hall format. As a lagniappe, the
Vice-Presidential debates will showcase Biden
and Ryan squaring off on October 11th. And
in most, if not all of these, the American
Society and the International Club of Rio
will promote events where you can watch and
listen to the opposing points of view, in the

Like a confused migration
That’s had to light and rest,

company of others in this community: Politics
as spectator sport, the Editor’s favorite.
Part the second is all about local polity and
politics and politicians. While not all of
this month’s articles are concerned with
favelas, many are, and incorporate diverse
perspectives, many of which differ from the
pablum purveyed by mainstream journals
and politicians. We the Editor (that’s not
“ego”, that’s “nos”) are committed to publish
viewpoints from people who are active in
this our community, and will not seek to
conform to political correctness or political
incorrectness. We are interested in pretty
much everything that affects or has affected
our community.
But here’s the quandary—does this “pretty
much” include poetry? We think so. Hence,
we offer below a contribution from someone
who lived in Rio for almost 15 years, long
before most of us arrived: Elizabeth Bishop,
the (justly) celebrated American poet. Among
her tightly crafted poems is one which cannot
but affect those of us who know Rio and its
hillsides, entitled “The Burglar of Babylon”. It
begins:

There grows a fearful stain:
The poor who come to Rio
And can’t go home again.
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Roll up to the Jubilee Hall, Rua
Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo for the
inaugural BCS Pub Quiz on Friday
19th October!

Building its nests, or houses,

You’d think a breath would end them,
They perch so lightly there.

But they cling and spread like lichen,
And people come and come.
There’s one hill called the Chicken,
And one called Catacomb;

There’s the hill of Kerosene,
And the hill of Skeleton,
The hill of Astonishment,
And the hill of Babylon.”

The Quondam Editor, who has lived on the
Hill of Astonishment (Morro do Pasmado)
wishes all our readers enjoyment, but more
than that, a thought or two for those millions
who live on the hills of Rio.

Get your teams of 4 together (there
will also be room for scratch teams
from people coming in on the night),
and please register with the BCS office
in advance so we can assure enough
tables for teams and booze for the cash
bar.
Doors will open at 6.30pm, and in
addition to liquid refreshment, you
will be able to order-in pizza before we
start, or between rounds.
The Pub Quiz will start at 7.30
sharp. Quizmaster Jack Woodall will
conduct 5 rounds of 15 questions each,
with prizes for each round. The topics
will be:
•

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

•

Sports (including London
Olympics 2012)

Disclaimer: The editors of The Umbrella accept no responsibility for claims
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•

Braziliana (about Brazil)

•

Geography
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General Knowledge
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event, if only to remind himself of
having whiled away an evening or
three at Pub Quizzes whilst haunting
an English grove of academe a score of
years ago. Moreover, he is undaunted
by having the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
as a topic unless, of course, the Queen
in question is Victoria.]

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Out of nothing at all, or air.

“On the fair green hills of Rio

Societies INFO
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A million sparrows, nest,

BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY

Rules: no cell phones, no leaving the
room except between rounds.
Entrance: BCS Members R$15 each,
Non-members R$25 each.
If anybody would like to donate a prize,
donations would be very welcome. So
please just email bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br
or drop by the office to let us know if
you’re having a go.
[EDITOR’S NOTE: As a veteran
of many a past Rio Quiz Night, and
(alas!) the perennial failed hope for
an American team victory, the Editor
is pleased to say he’s planning on
participating in Jack’s more informal

Time flies, and as we get older it seems
to pass more quickly than ever. The
only similar experience of time passing
in a flash seems to have been when
we were younger and out for some
fun, especially if at a party, when the
time after midnight seems to pass
more rapidly than that leading up to
midnight.
This is not the only phenomena
of experiencing differing rates of
time. Those serving in Iraq and
now Afghanistan have frequently
commented how quickly the time
passes when home with their families
compared to time in theatre. So soon
comes the time to return to an enemy
that seems to be adapting to the new
reality of handing over security to local
forces. Sadly we are hearing more and
more about “green on blue” incidents
where rebel Afghans in army or police
uniforms are cowardly killing coalition
forces by opening fire on them when
serving alongside, apparently for the
same cause but clearly not so.
For years servicemen and women have
lived in a world where the conflict
was between the allies (blue) and the
enemy (orange). Very occasionally, but
still too frequently, there would be blue
on blue incidents which involved selfinflicted casualties. Civilian casualties
are referred to as collateral damage,
in the same way a building might be
unintentionally destroyed. However,
there is no doubt that coalition forces
take great care to minimise blue on
blue and collateral damage. And of
course the technological sophistication
of modern weapon systems also
contributes significantly to reducing
these incidents.
Therefore how frightening it must be
not to be able to trust the very people
who are supposedly fighting alongside
you and sharing your convictions and
recently the attacks on coalition forces
have become bolder with increasing
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and more...

casualties. Green on blue is the new
reality. The Royal British Legion
proudly proclaims itself Shoulder
to shoulder with all who serve and
although the time is coming when
most troops will be home, but, one
fears, tragically not before there are
more incidents.
Although we are highly unlikely to be
required to give direct physical and
mental support to someone returning
from modern wars, the Rio de Janeiro
Branch helps those who served their
country and now need help, together
with their dependents. By being a
member of the Legion you are directly
assisting them and today’s fighting
forces who suffer; in other words,
Shoulder to shoulder with all who
Serve.
What more enjoyable way of doing this
than participating in the Annual Gala
Poppy Ball? Yes, time has passed so
quickly it is here again, or rather will be
very shortly on the 9th of November in
the Golden Room of the Copacabana
Palace. The now famous trio of event
collaborators, Bridget Novaes, Judi
Newsam and Margo Black have once
again produced a spectacular for your
enjoyment. Do see the advertisement
in this issue of the Umbrella and don’t
delay getting your tickets as they are
already in strong demand.
Finally, Sunday the 11th of November
provides a chance of quiet reflection
during our Remembrance Service
at Christ Church starting at 10:30.
Everyone is welcome, and it is a
moving event.

WOMEN´S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION (WDA)
Christmas Bazaar
We are now only two months away
from the Christmas Bazaar. The ladies
of the WDA are working very hard
on a varied selection of embroidered
3
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Week, with many activities and games!
We also celebrate Teacher’s Day this
same month. We invite all OLM family
and friends to attend.

AMERICAN SOCIETY

corners

2012 Presidential Election
Event

and more...

Some of our readers will have received
our annual letter appealing for items
for the Swiss Lottery and the Giant
Raffle. Anything you can send along
to us, from small items of propaganda
such as pens bearing your logo, agendas
etc. to items that can be included in
the Raffle, will be welcome. It is a good
way to gain a little free publicity and
will help the WDA so much to raise
funds for the different charities at the
end of the year. If you did not receive
a copy of the letter but would like to
make some form of contribution, your
help will be much appreciated.
White Elephant Stall – We wish to
make a special appeal for this stall
which is always a popular feature at the
Bazaar. Throughout the year, any items
we receive that are almost new and in
good condition that can be sold as
Christmas gifts as well as for personal
use, we set aside for the White Elephant
Stall. If you have any household items,
ornaments, children’s toys, games,
jigsaw puzzles, etc that you could let us
have, they would be very welcome.
Deliveries can be made any weekday
to Karen, Christ Church secretary,

telephone 2226-7332, from 9am to 4
pm, or to the BCS secretary, Gaynor,
telephone 2537-6695 between 8.30am
and 4.30 pm. Please remember that
between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm when the
school finishes, cars are not allowed
into the grounds.
Christmas Crackers will be decorating
the shelves again this year. With
reference to this item we are looking for
some new jokes in English to put inside
the crackers. The jokes of course must
be suitable for children. Someone kindly
gave us copy of “The Christmas Stocking
Joke Book “ written by Shoo Rayner
(Puffin Books). If you have any similar
books that the children no longer want,
please send them along to us.
Deadline Reminder: Our marmalades,
pickles and chutneys will only be
on sale up to October 15th, when we
temporarily stop selling these products
in order to stock up for the Christmas
Bazaar.
We are counting on your support to
ensure the event will be successful.
Thank you.

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL
(OLM)
During the month of September, the
main event was the celebration of
Our Lady of Mercy School’s (OLM)
60th Anniversary. To many of those
present, it seemed like only yesterday.
The event, held on the school grounds,
started at 6:00pm with a Mass and
coronation of Mary, followed by talks
from the Board of Directors and the
Superintendent of the school. The
whole event was happily celebrated
with a superb cocktail and canapés
in the lounge for 250 people, among
students, alumni and local authorities.
In the month of October, as every year,
OLM will be celebrating Children’s
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For your refreshment, the Marriott is
graciously offering us a 20% discount
on a special buffet.
To allow us and the hotel to prepare,
and to guarantee your discount, we are
requesting that all those who would
like to attend to please send an RSVP,
right away, to events.amsoc@gmail.
com, indicating how many will be in
your party.

WDA Ladies in action

items such as hand towels/tea towels
etc., for the handicraft stall. These
articles make very nice Christmas gifts.
If you have not already done so, please
make a note in your agenda - this year
the Bazaar will take place on Saturday
8th December, from 2 pm. As usual,
it will be held in the Jubilee Hall,
Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza
99, Botafogo.

take it and make sure it arrives safely
in the US and is placed into the United
States Postal Service system; giving
you peace-of-mind that your ballot
will arrive, without fail, and without
postage, at your local county board of
elections.

The United States Consulate General in
Rio de Janeiro, the American
Society of Rio de Janeiro and the
International Club of Rio (InC)
invite you to attend a US Presidential
Election Debate Watch Party
featuring your last opportunity to
Register to vote or to drop off your
completed ballot.
At 9pm the evening of October
3rd, the Democratic Presidential
nominee, President Barack Obama,
will debate his Republican opponent,
former
Massachusetts
Governor
Mitt Romney, for the first of three
presidential debates to be held in the
run-up to the November 6th General
Election. The debate will take place on
the campus of the University of Denver
in Colorado, with Jim Lehrer, Executive
Editor of the PBS NEWSHOUR.
Tens of millions of Americans will be
watching this live, televised event, as
will millions more around the globe.
The Consulate, American Society Rio
and InC are inviting you to be a part of
the audience by joining us for a Debate
Watch Party on Wednesday, October
3rd at the JM Marriott Hotel, located
at Av. Atlântica, 2600, in Copacabana.
We’ll gather together at the
hotel’s Mezzanine level space, getting
underway at 9:00pm. The debate will
run from 10:00-11:30pm.
During the evening, US citizens will be
able to take this FINAL opportunity
to register to vote or confirm if your
registration is current and active. If
you are already registered and you
have already received your absentee
ballot, please vote and prepare your
return envelope. Then, come to the
Debate Watch Party and leave your
ballot with us. A consular official will

This year is the 57th time that Americans
will be choosing a leader. Only 44 men
have ever held the highest office in the
land. Yet, considering the 236-year span
of US history, although presidential
debates have become commonplace
and something to be expected every
election cycle, it is, nevertheless, still
relatively new. The first debates took
place in 1960 between the Republican
standard-bearer,
Vice
President
Richard Nixon, and his challenger,
the Democratic Party’s nominee,
Senator John F. Kennedy. However,
no other debates were staged until
1976, when the Democratic nominee,
former governor of Georgia, Jimmy
Carter, faced off against his Republican
counterpart, incumbent President
Gerald Ford.
It’s a rare event, indeed. It’s history
in the making. And it’s your chance
to share the experience with the
community. We hope you’ll join us at
the Marriott. Please RSVP to events.
amsoc@gmail.com right now!

Mexican Dinner Night
Following up on the huge success of
our Happy Hour held in September
at Sí, Señor!, the American Society
Rio is holding a Mexican Dinner
Night at the same location in Leblon!
This Saturday, October 6th, from 7
to 10 pm, you will be able to grab a
sumptuous meal and receive a 30%
discount over all you consume. Once
again, we’ll have the second floor all to
ourselves, so we can chat and do other
things like (1) register to vote in the
US Elections; (2) join the American
Society for 2013; and (3) get your
tickets for our upcoming Thanksgiving
Day Feast in November.
Space will be limited, so in order to get
the discount you must RSVP to events.

amsoc@gmail.com. When you do,
please be sure to let us know how many
will be in your party. The Sí, Señor!
Address is Rua General San Martin
1011, valet parking is available.

2012 Vice Presidential
Debate
On Thursday, October 11th, the
candidates for Vice President will be
given their chance to square off against
each other. It will be incumbent Vice
President Joseph Biden vs Republican
Congressman Paul Ryan and given
their past history, this debate promises
to be every bit as interesting as those
between the Presidential candidates.
The American Society is planning on
hosting a Debate Watch Party that
night as well, where you can warm up
with a drink starting 9 pm, and listen
to the debate starting at 10 pm. The
venue hasn’t been confirmed as this is
written, but will be very soon, so stay
tuned for announcements.

Halloween
In conjunction with the Rio
International Club (InC), American
Society Rio will once again be
celebrating Halloween in Rio!
Actually, we’ll be celebrating it twice!
On the evening of Friday October
26th, the Gringo Café in Ipanema will
host an adult event, where we all get
to wear those fantastic fun costumes
that are such a part of American
culture. And then, two days later, on
Sunday October 28th, from 2 to 4 pm,
the Gringo Café will host an event
for children, because, after all, they
probably enjoy it as much as their
parents do. There will be tricks and
treats aplenty, more announcements to
come.

INTERNATIONAL NEWCOMERS
CLUB
US Presidential Election Debate
Watch Party will be held in conjunction
with the American Society and the US
Consulate, the evening of Wednesday
October 3rd at the Hotel Marriott,
starting 9pm. Please see the American
Society description of this event above.
On Thursday October 4th, some of our
members will be visiting the atelier of
Paula Maurão, who makes fabulous
jewelry. The daughter of renowned
Caio Mourão, she began her career
helping her father at Atelier Mourão, in
Ipanema. Her exclusive pieces reflect

the image of her city, a mix of natural
and urban perspectives that achieves a
unique result. In 2005, Paula became
the director responsible for the jewelry
courses at Atelier Mourão, which
formed several talented Brazilian
jewelers, recognized both nationally
and internationally. Paula makes use of
silver, gold, stone, fabric, enamel, seeds,
glass, and resin and experimentation is
part of her daily search for harmony
and beauty. Everything is welcome in
her creative process. Check out her
site: www.paulamourao.com. The visit
will start at 2pm and space is limited,
so please contact Maria Lu at marialu.
usa@gmail.com.
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US
Vice
Presidential
Election Debate Watch Party will be held
the evening of October 11th, once again
in conjunction with the American
Society. Please see the announcement
in their section of 4Corners above.

General Meeting on October
26, 2012
October is upon us and this means that
another year is drawing to a close! The
holiday season will soon be here, with
all its festivities, and the InC is gearing
up for an active and exciting time over
the coming months.
Of utmost importance is the InC
General Assembly, our annual meeting
to elect officers and conduct other club
business. This year’s General Assembly
will be held on Friday, October 26,
starting 10:30 am at Clube Paissandu
in Leblon. At this meeting we will
elect the Executive Board members for
2013 and we will also vote on revisions
to the club’s statutes, available for your
review in this edition of the Echo and
also on our website. Your attendance
is very important so do try to join us.
We have seen several changes in
the makeup of our Executive Board
this past year, and given the nature
of an expatriate community, this is
understandable and unavoidable. We
are faced with the same challenge as we
look ahead to 2013. Some of our present
board members will be leaving Rio de
Janeiro in the coming year and we need
to find volunteers to replace them.
Won’t you consider running for a
position on the board? Please, “throw
your hat into the ring” and help run
the club which has helped you during
your stay in Rio! Even if someone has
already announced that they will run
for a given position, it does not mean
that you cannot run as well.
5
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Our Membership Director, Christa
Pickering, is taking nominations and
would love to hear from you, today!
Contact her at membership@incrio.org.
br.

Halloween!
In conjunction with the American
Society, InC will be celebrating
Halloween in Rio! Actually, we’ll be
celebrating it twice! On the evening of
Friday October 26th, the Gringo Café
in Ipanema will host a spooky adult
event, where we all get to wear those
fantastic fun costumes that are such a
part of American culture. And then,
two days later, on Sunday October
28th, from 2 to 4 pm, the Gringo
Café will host an event for children,
because, after all, they probably enjoy
it as much as their parents do. There
will be tricks and treats aplenty, more
announcements to come.

Wine & Cheese Evening
On Thursday, October 25 , starting
at 7:30 pm, InC will repeat its highly
successful Wine and Cheese evening
from August, at the Casa Carandaí,
Rua Lopes Quintas 165, Jardim
Botanico. There will be wine and
cheese and other delicatessen items,
and of course a raffle. Don’t miss it!
th

Accelerated Learning
Seminar
On Tuesday, October 30th, from 8:30
am to 2:30 pm, InC members will have
an unprecedented opportunity to attend
an Accelerated Learning Seminar at
the Clube Paissandú, Av. Afrânio de
Melo Franco, 330 Leblon. Over the
past 30 years, Dra. Yvonne Bezerra de
Mello has developed and implemented
a uniquely innovative methodology to
help children overcome severe learning
disabilities. She and her program are
well known throughout Brazil and
internationally—indeed, she has been
recognized as one of the 100 Women
Who Changed the World. Her method
concentrates on removing the blocks
to learning that hinder every child’s
short term memory, so it is useful in
any home setting where there may be
a learning disability.

October birthday party will start at
6pm on October 25th. In addition to
electins, the General Meeting October
26th will feature as its speaker Rossella
Speranza, an expert from Bari in Italy,
on olive oil and the Mediterranean
diet, author of “Olive Oil Sense and
Sensibility”. She will demonstrate
the broad variety of uses of olive oil,
complete with tastings, and there will
be a bottle of new imported olive oil
available as a raffle prize.

extended to the questions asked by an
inquisitive and appreciative audience.
Plaudits and kudos to Melissa, whose
idea it was and who organized it,
Helene who did flawless simultaneous
translation, and to the emcee who
discovered lots of us have been in a
movie. As a lead-in to the Rio Film
Festival now taking place, it couldn’t
have been better.

CHRIST CHURCH

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY (SAS)

Vacancy: Echo Editor

It´s Caledonian Ball time again, folks!
October 6th, to be precise! As we go to
press, there’s still time to book a place,
so make sure you go to www.standrew.
com.br right now and and do that.

On 28th August, after my Portuguese lesson
in Copacabana, I took a taxi to the City of
God. That was a mistake, I had no idea how
far away it was. I had been invited by Nicholas
Wheeler the Priest Missioner at Christ the
King. He wanted me to see his work and to
meet the young men he had working with
him, who were ordinands training for the
ministry in England who were spending
their summer vacation with him.

The InC will be looking for a new editor
for its monthly magazine, the ECHO,
starting in January 2013. We seek
someone just like our current editor,
who will be leaving Brazil (sniff! sniff!)
in December. That means you will be
a creative person who can convert
news and views, advertisements and
pictures into an informative magazine
sent to all InC members once a month.
You pick your hours and work from
the comfort of your home. If you are
interested in the position or would like
to know more, please contact Jolanda
Maltha, our Communications Director
at: jmaltha@hotmail.com.

Speaker Series
September 25th, notwithstanding the
ferocious wind and rain that took Rio
de Janeiro by storm, the InC and the
American Society were pleased to see
that almost 60 people (see picture)
braved the elements to attend our panel
discussion on film, cinema and movies.
The panelists (see picture) were Cacá
Diegues, filmmaker, Steve Solot, film
promoter; and Rodrigo Fonseca,
film critic. Each made fascinating
contributions to the debate, which

Cocktails begin at 8pm, where guests
mingle and chat for an hour over
drinks and canapés. At 9pm, guests are
led into the magnificent ballroom by
the pipe band, in the traditional Grand
March.
You can eat all night at the Copacabana
Palace five-star buffet banquet,
featuring roast lamb, smoked salmon
and haddock, to name just a sample
of the many choices on display, plus
a never ending service of real Scotch
whisky, wine, beer and soft drinks,
followed by coffee and Drambuie.
During the course of the evening, there
are entertaining displays by pipers and
dancers, and hilarious ceilidh dances
for everyone, conducted by pianist and
comedienne Dorothy Lawson, with a
prize at the end. Somewhere between
two and three in the morning, we all
join hands in a big circle for “Auld
Lang Syne” which officially closes the
always memorable night.

by Rev. Ben Phillips

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
(1) City of God

Nicholas showed me round the church,
which has been restored and made a
sustainable resource for all the community.
He took me to lunch at the Citizens’
Restaurant and he and Levy and Jonathan
took me for a long walk around the City of
God.
We walked past established buildings and
shops, we visited a church member’s home,
we saw electricians working in the street.
As we walked, signs of poverty increased.
Made streets gave way to unmade roads,
finished houses became less frequent. In

some ways, the surprise for me was how
many roads and buildings looked entirely
normal, but this was only in particular
areas.
As we moved into less established areas I
saw shacks made of planks of wood with
tarpaulin roofs and doors built on the side
of the road. Small children and animals
wandered on the road, adults sat on the
curb side, a lady pulled up a hose pipe to
wash dishes in a bucket. You do not need
me to tell you how shocking it is to see
such third world poverty alongside the first
world wealth of Rio.
What I would like to tell you is how lovely
it was to watch these three men working in
the City of God. Nicholas has been there
four years, but Jonathan and Levy for only
a month or two. Each of them had time for
the people we passed; we stopped to talk
with old and new acquaintances, people
came up to us to tell us their problems and
to ask for help. The work of this church
has been to show the poorest and most
downtrodden people that they have value;
in other words, to show them the love of
Christ.

The bus home cost me a 20th of the price
of the taxi and was a salutary journey as
we drove through the different strata of
wealth and poverty in Rio until I changed
bus in the opulence of Ipanema, where
what I had experienced came home to me
forcefully.
(2) Harvest Festival
Christ Church will revive our Harvest
Festival tradition, celebrating the goodness
of God’s creation and provision, this
coming Sunday, 7th October at our 10:30
am Family Service. We plan on giving
in two ways. First, we ask all those who
attend to bring gifts of (non-perishable)
foodstuffs to chuch, for us to pass on
to Reencontro, in Niteroi, which feeds
children there. Second, our monetary
collections that Sunday will be given to the
homeless mission in the centre of Rio run
by former Bishop Celso.
(3) Alpha
This month, from 25th through 27th
October, we will host an Alpha youth
training session at Christ Church. And,
on Sunday 25th November, we will have
with us Nicky Gumbel, from Holy Trinity
Brompton in London, the founder of the
Alpha movement. These are fantastic
opportunities to learn more about
spreading the word of our Lord to all
peoples.

Christ Church Teaching Programme 2012
						8:00

10:30			18:30

07th Oct
Harvest
HC
HARVEST
							FAMILY SERVICE
14th Oct
Judging others Matt 7.1 - 6
HC
HC
21st Oct
Ask, seek,
Matt 7.7 - 14 HC
HC
		knock
28th Oct
A Tree and
Matt 7.5 - 23 HC
HC			
		its fruit
04th Nov
The Wise and Matt 7.24 - end HC
FAMILY SERVICE
		Foolish Builders

All Saints Niteroi HC

Regular Events
Every Tuesday this month there is
a visit to the orphanage Abrigo
Evangelico de Pedra de Guaratiba.
Our regular Cafezinho will be held the
morning of October 18th, at Elaine’s
home in Ipanema. The Luta Pela Paz
6

Speaker series
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GOOD LISTENING

MARTINHO DA VILA AND FAMILY

with Martinho’s samba-enredo Kizombo,
Festa de Raça – just on the Centenary of
Abolition!

MARTIN HESTER He also, for 9 years, ran the Butiquim do

Martinho in Vila Isabel, where you could
always find a group of artists playing Samba
- “a place where the lonely could feel at
home accompanied by their beers, knowing
there is nothing better than a friend in the
bar - where you just talk about women,
football, samba and politics, and relax,
because nobody goes to a boteco to get hotheaded...” (words by Martinho himself).

Among the examples of life-transformation
through art, a particularly endearing one
is that of Martinho da Vila. Beginning at
the time when bossa nova was sweeping
the scene of Brazilian popular music, this
simpatico singer of sambas gradually
established a firm hold on the affections of
his audience. If at the beginning that was
mainly the sambistas, soon he was reaching
the middle class, and now after 45 years of
career, he has an international following.
His particular mix of good-humoured,
laid-back singing over a very strong rhythm
(not just samba) began in the 90s to include
some of his children – who themselves
moved afterwards from backing vocalists
into solo careers.

To Rio from the interior

Martinho José Ferreira was born in 1938
in Duas Barras, which is a small town the
other side of Nova Friburgo, in a region of
old coffee plantations, “Casas de Fazenda”.
His parents were rural workers, and he left
there and came to Rio when he was only 4
years old.
He was brought up in the Serra dos Pretos
Forros, a hill whose name derives from
the late 19th century. When slaves were
manumitted, many of them went there to
live. Today, ironically, the hill is penetrated
by a tunnel of the Linha Amarela. He
entered the Army where he qualified as a
bookkeeper and accountant, attaining the
rank of sergeant. In 1967 (when he was
29) he had his first hit, Menina Moça, at
the III Festival of TV Record in São Paulo;
the following year he brought out Casa de
Bamba, an album with huge single hits such
as O Pequeno Burguês, Pra Que Dinheiro
and Quem é do Mar Não Enjoa. Soon after
he left the Army because he already had
music as his chosen profession.
Many of these early songs already show his
hallmarks – samba rhythm laid down by
the cavaquinho and pandeiro, very simple
chords, with phrases from his voice repeated
in echo by female backing vocalists. What
makes him delightful is the good humour
of the words, the easy resonance of the low
notes, the excitement when he throws his
voice upwards – and of course the amazing
facility in singing the words on top of the
rhythm. Samba to make anyone dance with
a smiling face!
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A family of musicians

This was still in the days of LPs (vinyl) and
big recording studios, when a successful
album could bring a lot of income.
Martinho had best selling LPs Martinho da
Vila (1969), Memórias de um Sargento de
Milícias (1971), Canta Canta, minha Gente
(1974) and his never-ending creativity is
represented by over 50 albums, more than
one per year!
During this time, widely known and highly
regarded, he went back to his native Duas
Barras for a festival in his honour organized
by the Prefeitura – and discovered the
Fazenda where he was born was up for sale.
So he bought it! Now he calls it “My OffRio”.

Vila Isabel

The “da Vila” refers to Vila Isabel, a district
of Rio’s Tijuca bairro, which starts at UERJ
and runs out westwards, either side of the
Boulevard 28 de Setembro. This district
has always been associated with freedom
from slavery and the names there are full
of references – Princess Isabel signed the
“Lei do Ventre Livre” on 28th September
1871 which made all children of slaves
free as from that date, before finally
abolishing slavery in Brazil by the “Lei
Áurea” on 13th May 1888. (Now you know
why these dates are street names all over
Brazil!) Since the early 1900s, Vila Isabel
has been famous for its poets, composers,
and bohemian lifestyle. Perhaps its most
famous resident is Martinho da Vila, who
has made huge contributions through the
years to the Samba School Unidas de Vila
Isabel. The school won Carnaval in 1988

The CD of Martinho 3.0 Turbinado ao Vivo
is a 1999 recording of Martinho’s shows
at that time – 9 backing musicians plus 3
backing vocalists – his daughters Analimar,
Mart’nalia and Juliana. He shows live how
his samba-based repertoire has widened to
other rhythms, and the words have become
richer! That the trio of daughters can sing
in harmony with the greatest of ease has a
simple explanation: according to Analimar,
“Since we heard everything in our bedroom
next door, we already knew everything
by heart.” A son, Tunico Ferreira, is a
percussionist and composer, and another
daughter, Maíra Freitas, plays classical
piano, choro and samba, and sings with a
lovely melodious voice, while transmitting
modesty and good fun - now where did
that come from?

An endearing figure
Apart from his music and the poetry of his
words, Martinho is the author of 9 books,
and a leader of the “movimento negro” in
Brazil. Far from taking aggressive attitudes,
it appears that this affable, loveable figure
can unite different people and opinions and
encourage them to do things. As he himself
says –
Canta Canta, minha gente
Deixa a tristeza pra lá
Canta forte, canta alto
Que a vida vai melhorar
So........ Good Listening!
[EDITOR’S NOTE: In 1970, it was
impossible not to hear the songs from Casa
de Bamba everywhere in Brasília, just as it
was impossible not to shift your shoulders,
shuffle your shoes, swing your hips and sing
along on the refrains, even if you were a
gringo in the service of the Peace Corps.]
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THEATRE

MILTON NASCIMENTO, NADA SERÁ COMO
ANTES – O MUSICAL

Although the title describes it as a musical,
those of you accustomed to Broadway
or the West End will find this is really
something quite different! For one thing
not a single word is spoken throughout the
entire performance. The only suggestion
of the passage of time is that the evening is
divided into four scenes, called respectively
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter,
before the Finale. But not even those words
are spoken: they are all projected on the set!
The dynamic duo of Charles Moeller and
Cláudio Botelho have done it again! While
the former created and directed the show,
the latter has crafted the script as well as
taking care of musical direction. And once
again they have an enormous success on
their hands, with packed houses and the
audience accompanying the well-known
songs that have brought joy to more than
one generation. One can only imagine the
hard time they had, in order to select only
some of the many songs Milton Nascimento
composed over the last fifty years.
Instead of being a musical, I would say
that “Milton Nascimento – Nada Será
Como Antes!” is more in the line of a
show. Note that this idea is hardly totally
new to Moeller and Botelho, who have
done something similar using the music
of the most famous Liverpool quartet ever.
Their very successful “Beatles Num Céu
de Diamantes” moved from one theatre to
another in Rio de Janeiro, toured all over
Brazil, and even performed in a Beatles
Festival in England.
This time the focus is totally Brazilian.
It has to do with Milton Nascimento,
someone who for fifty years wrote Brazil in
his songs. Instead of mentioning life stories,
biographical data, friends, loves, successes
and disappointments, this show has only
songs. Words have become songs through
Milton Nascimento and his partners.
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The very interesting (and also very
movable) set by Rogério Falcão and the
excellent lighting by Paulo César Medeiros
enhance the orchestration and the musical
arrangements by Délia Fischer, and the
vocal arrangements by Jules Vandystadt.
It is curious to note that the entire cast of
fourteen people act, sing, and play different
musical instruments – sometimes more
than just one! And they play all the songs

EWA PROCTER

live in full view of the audience, while
acting. It make for a very enjoyable evening.
“Milton Nascimento, Nada Será Como
Antes – o Musical” plays from Thursday
to Sunday at the Theatro Net Rio in the
larger of the two theatres, the one that
specializes in musical shows. This theatre
is located at the Shopping dos Antiquários
(or Shopping Cidade Copacabana), Rua
Siqueira Campos, 143 – 2nd floor. There
is paid parking for your car, located on
Rua Figueiredo Magalhães. Performances
begin at 9 pm on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, 8 pm on Sundays, and last for
ninety minutes. Tickets cost between R$ 80
and 110 and as usual there is a 50% (fifty
percent) discount for students and senior
citizens. The musical will run until the 25th
of November, so you’ll have plenty of time
to see it, notwithstanding its popularity.
Moving on to a completely different line
of entertainment, we come to England’s
Harold Pinter. The Teatro Solar de
Botafogo – Rua General Polidoro, 180 –
is currently showing (until its scheduled
finish on October 14) “Pinteresco”. This
show consists of twelve revue sketches, all
by Pinter: some were written in the 1950’s
and 1960’s, and others more recently in our
twenty-first century.
Directed by Ari Coslov, the prize-winning
director for his work in Pinter’s “Betrayal”
that played at the same theatre, “Pinteresco”
shows us a different aspect of Pinter,
not terribly well-known, one which will
surprise most of the audience—humor and
satire! “Pinteresco” plays on Fridays and
Saturdays at 9:30 pm and on Sundays at 8

pm. Tickets cost R$ 50 and there is a 50%
(fifty percent) discount for students and
senior citizens. There is no formal parking
at the theatre, but there is normally quite
a lot of free space in the adjoining street.
The owner of the theatre, actor Leonardo
Franco (who also takes part in “Pinteresco”)
has recently bought an dilapidated house
next door to the theatre and has had it
remodeled and turned into a new space,
which contains a nice bar with tables and
chairs – a perfect spot for drinks and snacks
before the performance!
In closing, I should also mention a show
that is currently playing at the Teatro Oi
Casa Grande. I am hoping (but not sure)
that “Algumas Aventuras das 20.000
Léguas Submarinas”, a play full of special
effects, and based on Jules Verne’s wellknown work, will still be on when you
read this article. Although geared basically
for children, I know that grown-ups will
enjoy the text, the special effects and all
the (almost cinematographic) technology
of this excellent production. The Teatro
Oi Casa Grande is located on Avenida
Afrãnio de Melo Franco, 290, Leblon.
Performances are Saturdays and Sundays
at 4 pm, and tickets cost R$ 70. Children,
students and senior citizens pay half. It may
change theatres, so if it does, be sure you
go and see it. It is a production done with
tender loving care by the talented Antônio
Carlos Bernardes, who has been working
on this project for many years, and who has
achieved an outstanding result!
With these three works based on authors
of different nationalities, I remembered
Charles Churchill (1731-1764) when he
said “Genius is of no country.” So, go and
enjoy one or all three plays!
(*) Ewa Procter is a playwright and theatre
translator, and a Board Member of the
Instituto Cultural Chiquinha Gonzaga
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The Umbrella’s Guide to the 2012 Brazilian Elections
I. Introduction

BRAZILIAN ELECTIONS

By the time Halloween (October 31) rolls around, Brazil will
have elected 5,565 Mayors (“prefeitos” in Portuguese) and
something like twelve times that many “vereadores” (whom
we shall call “Councillors”). These are the rough equivalent
to what the US calls “mid-term” elections, because they
occur in the middle of the terms of the President, federal
Senators and Deputies, state Governors and Deputies, all of
whom were elected in 2010 for four-year terms.
This mid-term timing was enshrined in the 1988
Constitution, where it was thought it would afford voters an
opportunity to express, at least indirectly, their level of (dis)
satisfaction with the federal and state governments, without
having to vote for or against those office holders. For it is the
case that municipal politics is very closely tied into state and
federal politics.
To start with a negative, elections for Mayor permit defeated
candidates for Governor, state and federal Senators and
Deputies, to nurture their hopes and dreams of attaining
elective office. For instance, José Serra, who was defeated for
President, is now running for Mayor of São Paulo.
Turning to a positive, elections for Mayor permit previously
successful candidates for state and federal office to
consolidate their positions, or enhance them. For instance,
former President Lula and current Governor Cabral of Rio
de Janeiro both support Eduardo Paes, the current Mayor
seeking re-election. The Olympics are coming! The Olympics
are coming!

II. Mayoralty Elections
Art. 29 of the Federal Constitution provides that mayors shall
be elected on the first Sunday in October (this year October
7th) and take office on January 1st the following year to serve
for 4-year terms. In almost all municipalities, elections are
decided by a straightforward “first past the post” system,
where the candidate with the largest number of votes
wins—a simple plurality determines the winner. In most
municipalities, given the large number of political parties,
there are at least half a dozen candidates for mayor, although
multi-party coalition candidates tend to predominate.
For those 83 municipalities scattered around Brazil having
more than 200,000 registered voters, however, there is a
second round if none of the candidates receives a majority
(50% + 1) of all “valid” votes [those that are left blank and
those that are void do not count]. The run-off election
is held on the last Sunday in October (this year October
28th) between the two candidates who received the greatest
number of votes in the first round. Unlike in France, finishing
a close third in the first round is the same as finishing last.
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Rio de Janeiro and 9 other municipalities in the State of
Rio, most of which neighbor the City of Rio, will have runoff elections unless one of the candidates in the first round
garners half plus 1 of the valid votes. As this is written, the

current mayor, Eduardo Paes, is heavily favored to win a flat
majority and avoid a run-off election 3 weeks later.

A Numerical Digression
All registered political parties in Brazil (there are currently 26
and no, that’s not a misprint, it’s really 6 and 20) are assigned
a two-digit number, starting with 10. A low number tends to
indicate a party that was founded longer ago than one with
a higher number. In the mid-term elections, the candidates
for mayor use the parties’ numbers. 15 is PMDB, 25 is DEM,
43 is PV and 50 is PSOL, the parties whose candidates are
leading in the most recent polls for mayor in Rio de Janeiro.
Candidates for vereador, on the other hand, all have 5-digit
numbers, where the first two digits are the numbers of their
party, and the remaining numbers are chosen more or less
aleatorily, often with the aid of numerologists and other
soothsayers. Moreover, just to confuse things, whenever
the party of a candidate for vereador belongs to a coalition
that supports another party’s candidate (as is common) the
propaganda (posters, billboards, flyers, tv ads, etc) will also
contain references to the number of the mayoralty candidate.

III. Elections for Councillor
Advance warning: here’s where things get a bit more
complicated.
The first thing to know is that there are no electoral districts
within municipalities, as there are in many places around the
world. No particular neighborhood or “bairro” has its own
Councillor. You cannot run for Councillor of the Upper West
Side of New York City, or the 14th Arrondissement of Paris,
or any of the Boroughs in London. When you throw your
hat into the ring, you throw it into a ring where candidates
abound, from all parts of the city or town, and, worse yet,
many of those candidates are from your own party!

Notwithstanding what we said about non-existent electoral
districts, there are electoral redoubts, where certain
candidates identify themselves with certain parts of town.
Leila do Flamengo is a Zona Sul candidate, there are others
who are from Santa Cruz or Campo Grande or Tijuca or
otherwhere, and they are most likely to win votes in their
home districts. The more populous the district, the better
are their chances.

IV. Other interesting features of Brazilian
elections
In Brazil, voting is obligatory for all citizens between ages
18 and 70, whereas in the US and most other countries, it is
entirely optional—a right, not a duty. Brazil has no absentee
or mail-in ballots, nor early voting options, as are common
in many parts of the USA. Voters who are out-of-town on
Election Day must “justify” their inability to vote in the
locale where they are registered, or be subject to a small fine.
No big deal, you think? Perhaps, but you can’t get a passport
unless you prove you’ve voted or paid the fine. Really.
In Brazil, voting is electronic. There is no such thing as a
paper ballot. Voters go to a polling station, walk up to the
main table where the election officials are sitting, produce
a picture ID which tallies with the name on the official list,
and walk over to a curtained-off booth to push buttons for
their candidates. Brazil’s electronic voting and tabulation
system has received much praise around the world for its
ease of use, efficiency and transparency—and as we know,
the definitive election results are known hours after the polls
close, avoiding protracted recounts or judicial battles.

In Brazil, voting for crooks is common, for reasons that
have never been adequately psychoanalyzed. So, in an effort
to protect the voters from themselves, the Federal Congress
voted a law (called the “ficha limpa” law) that says that if
you’ve been convicted by a court of a crime or an electoral
offense, and that conviction has been upheld on appeal, you
cannot run for office.
To close, we should say a word or two about corruption and
voting. This year, voters will not be allowed to go into the
voting booths with a cell phone. “Why not?” you ask, and the
answer is simple. Cell phones have cameras, and voters can
take pictures of the screen on their voting machine. “What’s
wrong with that?” you ask, and the answer is equally simple.
Drug lords and their even more nefarious counterparts,
the soi-disant militia, always anoint certain candidates
for vereador as theirs, and insist that voters within their
bailiwick vote for those candidates, under pain of… well,
pain. How to prove to these thugs that you voted for their
candidate? Produce a photo of your screen. This year’s rules
have sought to prevent that sort of coercion.

The other first thing to know is that Brazil legislative
elections use what is called the “party list” system. As the
name suggests, this means that each party has a list of its
own candidates, and this list is unlimited. If there are 12
councillor positions available, a party can list 1 or 5 or 25
or more candidates for those 12 positions. “Why would
they do that?” you ask, and the answer is that the number
of councillors elected is determined by the total number of
votes obtained by the party, rather than by the number of
votes obtained by individual candidates.
If there are 12 seats available and the total number of votes
for your party’s candidates is 1/3 of the total cast, you get 4
seats, which will go to the top 4 vote getters in your party.
The 5th place candidate will not be seated, even though he
may have received more votes than certain candidates from
other parties. Thus, an immensely popular candidate for one
party can drag along into the chamber on his coattails, other
party candidates who received almost no votes at all. Tiririca
the Clown and “Meu Nome é Enéas” both did that in recent
elections in São Paulo.
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Pacification or participation? The long road to the ‘cidade unida’

.Around Rio
With the Poppy season
almost upon us Brian
Simpson sent us this story…

in its downward course. Joe’s efforts
would have given Usain Bolt a run for
his money but to no avail. The trolley
left the river bank and executed a dive,
estimated at 6.4 degree of difficulty,
into the murky water. Retrieval was a
lengthy process, so Brian and I carried
on. Driving a golf ball, whilst laughing
uncontrollably, is not easy.

Runaway Trolley

Due to the nature of the river water,
Joe’s bag and clubs may be designated
as chemical weapons and need lengthy
quarantine. At least he has a clean,dry
one-iron”.

Golfer Alan Smith, sent us this nugget
from the hills….

Eric Simpson and Her Majesty at a poppy
factory in Edinburgh, 1978

“My dad enlisted for the war and met
up with 4 brothers. During a leave
period the brothers invited him to go
home with them and there he met one
of their sisters who was in the Women’s
land army and he eventually married
her. They all survived the war.
One of the brothers, my uncle Eric,
married a Scottish girl and went to
live in Edinburgh. Unfortunately he

“It was a beautiful, sunny afternoon
last month as Joe, Brian and I strolled
onto the 16th tee at Teresopolis Golf
Club. All was quiet apart from the bird
song and Joe extolling the virtues of his
one-iron. The 16th tee is elevated, at the
top of a 40m wooded slope above the
Rio Paquequer.
As we prepared to tee off, a movement
to our left caught our attention. Joe’s
3-wheeled golf trolley had, through
faulty brake (or lack of its application)
started off down the slope. Joe was
fast out of the trap, like a greyhound
after the hare. Unfortunately, his
trolley seemed to have a mind of its
own, careening wildly as it zig-zagged
through the trees. Sometimes on one
wheel and seemingly sure to crash to
a halt, but no; the trolley was resolute

Visitors
September had several illustrious visitors to our town,
several of whom went to visit the Complexo da Maré, where
among other charities, “Luta pela Paz” operates. Founded
over a decade ago by Luke Downdey, a British researcher
and former amateur pugilist, Fight for Peace, as it’s known
outside Brazil, has a great history of helping youths fight their
way out of lives controlled by drug traffickers. As you can see
from the picture, UK Prime Minister David Cameron took
the opportunity to walk through the Complexo and talk to
people who live there, before his visit with President Dilma
Roussef of Brazil. Other visitors, noted for their speed, were
Edwin Moses, twice Olympic 400 meter hurdles Champion,
and Emerson Fittipaldi former Formula 1 and Indy Car
champion.

Also in town last month and seen by thousands (well,
okay, hundreds) of people, while hanging out in Humaitá
one happy Friday, more specifically at the COBAL parking
lot, was Peter Napthine, a/k/a Rice (or is it Beans) of Rice
‘n’ Beans. He and co-chef Mark Archer are famed from
Botafogo to Urca as the cooks of cuisineart such as “Rice ‘n’
Beans” and “Rice ‘n’ Beans Second Helping”, both recorded
live in Rio. Peter’s biggest problem was finding sufficient
biros to autograph the copies of the latter CD, multitudinous
copies of which he just happened to have with him. Darters,
techies, thespians and others in the multifarious community
were pleased to see him (or so they said). For recipes and
menus visit www.ricenbeans.info .
September also saw the filming of an episode or two of
Bruno Barreto’s forthcoming film about the life of American
poet Elizabeth Bishop. The filming allegedly involved several
local residents in moonlight cruises around Guanabara Bay
and environs, but we’re short on details, including whether
the sad-eyed lady of the lowlands Eowyn, Theoden’s niece,
spurned by Aragorn [Tolkien and Peter Jackson fans know
who we mean] appeared. Sigh!
October, now upon us, will see the visit to Rio of the Princeton
Tigertones, accompanying Princeton University’s current
President, Shirley Tilghman. Several of our readers will have
seen the Princeton Nassoons perform in 2009, and the Yale
Whiffenpoofs and Out of the Blue in 2010 and 2011.

14

It’s called the ‘City of God’ but at the
moment it’s more like the City of Men
(and a few women). As the election
campaign reaches its climax, Cidade
de Deus, perhaps Rio de Janeiro’s most
infamous ‘favela’ thanks to Fernando
Mereilles’ 2002 film, is plastered in
political propaganda. There’s hardly a
single wall that doesn’t bear an image
of a candidate for Mayor or Vereador
replete with toothy grin. Seen attached
to the precarious ‘puxadinhos’ in
neighbourhoods like the Pantanal or the
wooden shacks of Rocinha II, the slogan
‘We are one Rio’ takes some believing.
It’s now nearly four years since the
police occupied Cidade de Deus and
today some 300 officers remain on
patrol. There’s no doubt that local
residents prefer being able to walk the
streets without fear of getting caught in
the crossfire between rival drugs gangs.
There’s no doubt, too, that the trade in
narcotics continues although the sight
of teenagers carrying Kalashnikovs has
long since gone.
Federal,
state
and
municipal
government, achieving a rare degree of
collaboration over the past few years,
have not wasted time in making the
place a focus of investment. Hardly
a week seems to go by without a
new project being announced or
inaugurated.
But for many of us the jury is still
out on whether this is a serious and
long-term attempt to turn around a
40-year story of neglect by the public
authorities or whether it is little more
than ‘maquiagem’ aimed at rebranding
a community that had become an
international icon of the violence and
deprivation that continue to afflict a
city that proposes to host the finals of
the World Cup in less than two years
and the 2016 Olympic Games.
There have clearly been some serious
gains: The installation of an UPA
(Accident and Emergency Unit) three
years ago was the first significant
improvement in the provision for health
needs in decades in a neighbourhood
with a population estimated at about
75,000 and previously served by a
single health centre where the long
queue for an appointment would begin
at 4am. Yet criticisms of the service
abound.
‘Bairro Maravilha’ has aimed to
resurface the roads and pavements and

A typical Cidade de Deus home

renew the bust sewage system broken
by the numbers of people sent to live in
the City of God by the favela removal
programme in the 1960s. But it has
been a massive upheaval, the dust has
literally still not settled and accusations
are rife that the materials are of poor
quality and won’t last long.
‘Mulheres da Paz’, which my own
church plays host to in our crumbling
community centre, aims to train 160
local women to be peacemakers by
seeking out marginalized youth and
redirecting them to training schemes.
It’s impressive seeing women well into
their 70s leaving the fear of generations
behind and confronting the heat of a
typical Carioca day to go in search of
the disadvantaged. But given that the
women are paid a monthly retainer
and the youth also receive a financial
handout, it’s a real question what will
happen once the year-long initiative
ends.
For all the investment in lifting
people out of poverty, perhaps the
neighbourhood’s greatest need is the
democratic deficit. Because of the way
the Brazilian political system operates,
there is next to no local accountability.
This means no political representatives
elected to serve the City of God and
promote its needs, who stand or fall on
the basis of their record or visibility in
the area; no civic life that is politically
independent of the ruling party and so
no civic event that doesn’t have party
political motives.
For 12 months the Parish of Christ
the King worked hard with other
local organizations to establish a
monthly community forum. It was
a key component in government’s
pacification strategy delivered by UPP
Social. The forum discussed some of

our most pressing issues like healthcare,
education and rubbish collection. We
even managed to get the commander
of the UPP to present an account of
police activity over the past year. But
in May the rug was pulled from under
the project when City Hall officials
grew tired of being cross-questioned in
public and pressure seems to have been
placed on UPP Social to withdraw its
staff from the frontline of the forum’s
organization on the premise that it was
the community’s place to take the lead.
In a context where people are being
given the opportunity for the first time
in 45 years, it is surely naïve in the
extreme to imagine that this can be
achieved in six months.

CIDADE DE DEUS

developed a heart condition (he was
one of the first people to have a pig’s
valve inserted into his heart!) and so
he had to get a job which was not too
strenuous. As an ex-service man he
was given a job at the Lady Haig Poppy
factory in Warriston Road. Eric is seen
here in 1978 with a famous visitor!,

It’s a tragedy because our community
has always had an impressive collection
of community organisers who, given
adequate resources, could make a
bigger difference than they already
do. But whereas I believe strong
communities are created by investing
in existing local institutions, City Hall
struggles to trust anything or anyone
that doesn’t wear its blue and white
livery and opts for imposition instead
of genuine participation.
Whilst election candidates busy
themselves adding to the dirtiness
of our litter-strewn streets with their
posters and pamphlets and to noise
pollution levels with political jingles
broadcast from ghetto-blasters offering
free feijoada and guaraná in the samba
school, there is precious little talk of
policy or debate and empowering local
people. Until there is, the hope of a
‘cidade partida’ giving way to a ‘cidade
unida’ will remain a distant dream.
Canon Nicholas Wheeler is Priest
Missioner in the Anglican Parish of
Christ the King, Cidade de Deus
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‘Beach Clean Up’ Campaign - 2012 Tatuí Prize

THE VIEW FROM PROVIDÊNCIA

by Ms Sara Pont - Educational Psychologist, CAS & DofE
Coordinator, and Ms Oneida Hill - Infant 1 Class Teacher The
British School, Rio de Janeiro

By Theresa Williamson
No favela can claim greater historical importance than Rio’s
first — Morro da Providência — yet Olympic construction
projects are threatening its future.

The Tatuí Prize 2012 edition consisted of two projects: “Beach
Clean-Up” event on Copacabana beach; and a Drawing
Competition - “Entre na Onda de Preservar. Vamos acabar
com os oceanos de plástico!” -, where students submitted their
own piece of Artwork. This year’s theme for the Drawing
Competition was about preserving our environment by
stopping the dumping of plastic objects in our oceans. Our
students Vinicius Consendey, Laura Consendey, Helena
Cotrim, Emile Wilks, Valentina Lira Franco and Reana Naik
got 1st place in their age categories. Congratulations!
On Saturday 15th September, World Clean Up day, a group
of School students, their parents and teachers, spent the
morning on Copacabana beach working together as a team
to raise interest and awareness in wildlife preservation and
environmental protection amongst the local community.
The British School was one of 6 schools/NGO´s* to participate
in the 2012 Tatuí Project, and it is very satisfying to record
that in the overall result our school achieved 2nd place, having
collected 100.91kg out of an impressive total amount of 560kg
micro-garbage cleared from Copacabana beach on the day.

Providência was formed in 1897 when veterans of the bloody
Canudos war in Brazil’s northeast were promised land in Rio de
Janeiro. Upon arriving, the soldiers were moved to a nearby hill,
originally named “Morro da Favela” after the spiny favela plant
typical of the Canudos hills. Providência grew during the early
20th century as freed slaves joined the soldiers and has become
one of the most important cultural sites in Afro-Brazilian
history. There, commercial sambas were composed, traditions
like capoeira and candomblé flourished and Rio’s Quilombo
Pedra do Sal was founded.
Teachers Sara Pont and Oneida Hill with some class 5 students

On this note, we would like to sincerely thank all the students,
parents and teachers from The British School community who
took part in this event, for having contributed towards making
our world a cleaner place to live in!
If you’d like to know more have a look at this Globo News report
(the kids in the first interview are from The British School!)
http://globotv.globo.com/rede-globo/rjtv-2a-edicao/v/
voluntarios-fazem-mutirao-da-limpeza-nas-praias-e-na-lagoarodrigo-de-freitas/2141621/
*Our Lady of Mercy School, Escola Lobo da Cunha, The British
School, Colégio Palas, Colégio Santo Amaro, Fundação Gol de
Letra.

We are all accustomed to seeing Philip
snapped in the company of celebs, be they
royals or rock stars. But not all his guests
have made it to the front pages. Thank you
Ricardo Boechat, author of Copacabana
Palace, a Hotel and its History, for this look
behind the glittering scenes:
“Rio was lashed by a carioca special of a
rainstorm during evening rush-hour one
January a few years ago. Four hours of
torrential rain caused flooding that caught
locals by surprise as they struggled to get
home. Major roads were submerged and
traffic came to a complete halt. Amid the
resultant chaos, people were forced to look
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for somewhere to stay the
night. Some, who consider
the Copa their second home,
dragged themselves through
the famous revolving doors,
and soon the Hotel was full
to bursting. The manager’s
glee at this unexpected
windfall of a full house was
soon dampened by a decision
made on the spot by Philip
Carruthers: nobody would
be charged for staying that
particular night.”
That’s the sort of guy he
is. And that’s the sort of
philosophy he has instilled in all his team,
led by General Manager Andrea Natal,
so don’t expect too much change in that
department. Fortunately he’s not going
far away: he will remain on the board of
the Hotel’s controlling company, Orient
Express Brazil, and he’ll have plenty more
time now to enjoy the city he has helped
enrich. He’ll have more time to follow
the fortunes of his twin football passions,
too: Flamengo over here and Accrington
Stanley over there.

By mid-2013 Providência will have received over R$ 100 million
in investments under a private-sector-led plan to redevelop Rio’s
port area, including a cable car, funicular tram and wider roads.
Previous municipal interventions to upgrade the community
recognized its historical importance, but today’s projects have
no such intent.
Although the city claims that investments will benefit residents,
30 percent of the community’s population (including 70 percent
of the homes at the very top of the hill) have been marked for
eviction, by being spray-painted with an identifying number.
Residents returned from work to learn that their homes will be

The economic, social and psychological impacts of evictions are
dire: families moved into isolated units where they lose access
to the enormous economic and social benefits of community
cooperation, proximity to work and existing social networks —
not to mention generations’ worth of investments made in their
homes.
The luxury cable car, connecting the Central do Brasil train
station with the Cidade do Samba, will transport 1,000 to 3,000
people per hour during the Olympics. Those residents who
have not been relocated may benefit from this, but the cable car
seems more designed to benefit tourists and investors.
[EDITOR’S NOTE: This article has been abridged and adapted
from a contribution to the op-ed page of the New York Times
last August. As previous issues of the Umbrella have pointed out,
the cable car will pass directly over Instituto Central do Povo,
a century-old charitable institution that serves the Providência
community and borders the 200 year old British Cemetery.]
Theresa Williamson, the publisher of RioOnWatch.org,
founded Catalytic Communities, an advocacy group for favelas.

The English Cemetery at Gamboa

For he’s a jolly good fellow …
As Philip Carruthers retires as directorsuperintendent of Rio’s pride, the
Copacabana Palace Hotel, the international
community resident in Rio recognizes the
huge contribution this Carioca-Englishman
has made in adding a touch of class to our
lives. Discreet, ever practical, generous –
and pugnacious when necessary – Philip
took over a dated, debt-ridden wreck of a
former stately home and saw it through to
its glorious re-entry into the pantheon of
the world’s most iconic hotels.

Over a century after its creation, Providência still bears the
cultural and physical imprint of its initial residents. But now
it is threatened with destruction in the name of Olympic
improvements: almost a third of the community is to be razed,
a move that will surely destabilize what’s left of it.

Evictions continue apace. The authorities have declared the
“relocations” to be in the interest of residents because they
live in “risky areas” where landslides might occur. But there is
little evidence of landslide risk or dangerous overcrowding; 98
percent of Providência’s homes are made of sturdy brick and
concrete and 90 percent have more than three rooms.

PROVIDÊNCIA

HELPING OUT

For the fourth year in a row, The British School, Rio de Janeiro
took part in the Tatuí Project, which is a Beach Clean Up
campaign organised by the Aqualung Ecological Institute.
Every year this campaign takes place in many countries around
the world to help raise awareness of how we can improve our
environment.

demolished, with no warning of what’s to come, or when. Only
one third of residents hold documentation of their land rights,
so more than in better documented communities, Providência
residents are unaware of their rights and terrified of losing their
homes.

On August 7, 2011, the newspaper ‘O
Globo’ carried the following headline “Six
feet under costs more than a view of the
sea”, followed by “Price per square meter
of graves, the sale of which is forbidden,
can reach double that of deluxe real estate
on the beach-front”. It quotes grave prices
in public cemeteries between R$ 40.000
and R$ 150.000.

Hemingway was wrong, Philip. Retirement
is NOT the ugliest word in the language.
It’s one of the most beautiful. Enjoy every
minute of it. For you’re a jolly good fellow...
… and so say all of us!
[EDITOR’S NOTE: The editor, one of “all
of us”, recalls the rainstorm as the worst he
has ever seen here. He stayed at a friend’s
home, his daughter at another friend’s, but
his working wife had to stay at another
hotel, which had not Philip’s generosity.]

Not so in the “Cemitério dos Inglezes”
– as the sign says on the gate to this
beautiful private cemetery in the borough
of Gamboa. The buying of a plot and the
building of a grave is nothing like the
prices quoted above. The British Burial
Fund likewise does not permit trading
of graves. In 2011 a family took the BBF
to court in an attempt to sell a grave, and
lost.
The English Cemetery at Gamboa is one
of the oldest British institutions in Rio. In
1809 Dom João VI ceded to the British
two and a half acres of farmland along the
shores of the bay. Lord Strangford, British

Ambassador to the Emperor’s court,
founded the cemetery, and the first burial
took place in 1811. Maria Graham, artist
and writer, said of the Gamboa cemetery:
“One of the most pleasant places I have
ever seen, with wonderful views in
every direction, and some magnificent
trees...” The cemetery, listed as a Cultural
Heritage, is still a beautiful place, though
the views are now a mixture of “Samba
City” and “favela”.
The cemetery nestles on the side of the
hill known as the Morro da Providência,
which is otherwise occupied by the
Favela da Providência, the first favela in
Rio. It was originally occupied by soldiers
returning from the Canudos war (18931897), who were allowed to camp there
as they had nowhere else to go. The word
‘favela’ was also coined by these settlers,
in memory of a hill they defended in
Bahia, where a certain plant called ‘Favela’
(Cnidoscolus quercifolius) grew.
Gamboa, along with Santo Cristo and

Saúde, is one of the oldest boroughs of Rio.
Originally settled by the aristocracy, due
to the attractive position on the shores of
Guanabara Bay, it lost its attraction when
the docks were built, requiring a landfill
that today puts the cemetery about 1000
meters from the sea. The first real attempt
to improve Rio’s dock facilities was in
1853, with piers and warehouses built
by the English engineer Charles Neate.
(link http://www.portosrio.gov.br/antigo/
historicodoporto.htm )
The cemetery can be reached either from
the Avenida Rodrigues Alves or through
the Gamboa tunnel – the first urban tunnel
in Rio – from Av. Presidente Vargas and
the Central railway station. The district
is about to take a leap into the future,
with the city’s plans for revitalization of
Rio’s docks and surrounding area - www.
portomaravilha.com.br.
Chris Hieatt is Hon Treasurer of the British
Burial Fund, which is administered by a
Board of Trustees and Committee.
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By Chris Hieatt

.Letters
LETTER FROM AMERICA

With regard to the “Letter from the Chair” in your September
edition, I feel I have to correct Mr. Barclay’s memory of the
past. Under “Assets” (read Properties) he says “about ten
years ago we had a major crisis with our Botafogo property.
The local government ordered us to repair it (....). The
school then very kindly carried out and funded the needed
repairs....”

In September, Florida was hotter than Rio, but cooling
off. It had escaped Hurricane Isaac, and business was back
to normal. Two American eagles (why do they call them
“bald” eagles when they aren’t bald, their heads are covered
in white feathers?) are standing on the grass by the edge of
the golf-course lake, and a yard-long young alligator cruises
lazily by.

This is not entirely true, though the school certainly made a
major contribution to the restoration of the properties. What
happened was the following: When we received the order
from the Historic Heritage department of the Prefeitura,
Christ Church took the initiative and prepared a project that
we called the “Church Restoration Project”, which was duly
registered under the Lei Rouanet to allow us to raise funds
and grant tax benefits to the donors. As Robert correctly
reported, the BCS had no spare funds at the time. Christ
Church raised R$ 30k from corporate donors, 28k from
the church community, and with 22k from church reserves
spent about R$ 80k on the church, mainly on outside
cosmetic work and internal electrical improvements. We
needed more to make the project viable in the eyes of the
authorities, and this is where the British School came in.
The school agreed to contribute to the project in the form of
works rather than cash, refurbishing various areas, including
the hall, bathrooms and kitchen. The school spent around
240k. Soon after this the Trustees of the Properties instituted
the Community Development Committee to study overall
governance of community entities and the properties, and
the above figures are taken directly from page 13 of the CDC
Report issued in September 2002. One of the results of the
report was that the BCS finally took over administration of
the properties, which it has owned by donation from Christ
Church since 1975, receiving a proportion of the rent paid
by the school to cover expenses. Today the BCS is strong
enough financially to respond to any demands for property
maintenance at RG99, without help from outside.
Chris Hieatt

From the sublime (?) to the ridiculous, we benefitted from
amazing discounts of up to 70% in some clothing stores, and
bargains on TVs and computers. But the USA manages to
confuse foreign shoppers by adding a state tax to the marked
price of most purchases. Florida has different laws from
some other states, for example shops have to give 12-month
guarantees on products rather than only 3 months, and
motorcyclists can drive without crash helmets. Apparently,
its road users have the constitutional right to put their own
lives at risk, and no state government is going to tell them
otherwise!

DEADLINE
for the November issue is
Monday, 22nd October

Fishing is a popular sport in the state. Fish Consumption
Advisories are published periodically on the internet by
the State of Florida to alert consumers about the possibility
of chemically contaminated fish in Florida waters. The
most common fish consumption advisory in Florida is for
mercury; however, waterbody-specific health advisories
have been issued for pesticides, dioxins, and saxitoxins
(shellfish poisons). Also warnings about poisonous marine
puffer fish.
But the most trouble we’ve ever had from Florida critters
are the mosquitoes, biting after sunset. Bring repellent if
you visit, because unlike the mosquitoes in Rio that carry
dengue, Florida mosquitoes this year are spreading West
Nile and Eastern equine encephalitis viruses, which not
only infect horses but also do nasty things to the brains of
small children and seniors. As a doctor I knew once said
“There’s no silver lining without a cloud!”
Jack Woodall

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE:
TEL: 21 2539-6695 - EMAIL: BCSRIO@
BCSRIO.ORG.BR

ADVERTISE IN THE UMBRELLA
CONTACT THE BCS OFFICE:
TEL: 21 2539-6695 - EMAIL: BCSRIO@BCSRIO.ORG.BR

Do you have a drinking problem?

AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:
SUNDAYS - Copacabana: Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 435/1005 - 6 to 7 pm
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS - Botafogo - Rua Real Grandeza 99 - 6 to 7 pm.
SATURDAYS - Ipanema - Rua Visconde de Pirajá 156 / 610 - 4 to 5 pm.
Any questions please call Serge - (21) 9974-8824 sergebdk@gmail.com
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One of the more distinguished officers
of the British Navy buried in the
English cemetery at Gamboa is Sir
Michael Seymour, 1st Baronet, KCB.
After a long career in the navy, he
became Commissioner of Portsmouth
Dockyard, but after the post was
abolished, was promoted to RearAdmiral, and appointed to command
the South America Station. He received
a pension of £300 for the loss of his arm
(see below). He died in Rio en route to
the station, which was not based in
Rio, in fact it handled matters for the
Royal Navy on the other side of the
continent. The South America Station
was one of the geographical divisions
into which the Royal Navy divided
its worldwide responsibilities. It was
established in the early nineteenth
century to support British interests
along the eastern shores of the Pacific
Ocean at Valparaíso, Chile. In 1834 the
Station hosted a visit by the survey ship
HMS Beagle on her second voyage. In
1837 the South America Station was
renamed the Pacific Station, often
referred to as the Pacific Squadron.
Seymour was already in poor health
on his departure from England, and
died at Rio de Janeiro on 9 July 1834.
He was buried at Cemiterio Dos
Ingleses, Gamboa on 15 July in a large
funeral attended by English, French,
American and Spanish officers, and
other civilian officials. As a gesture of
respect, the national flags on the ships
in the harbour were flown at half-mast,
and salutes were fired. A memorial was
later erected in his memory at St Ann’s
Church, Portsmouth.
Seymour was born in Palace, County
Limerick on 8 November 1768, the
second son of Reverend John Seymour
and his wife Griselda. He joined the
navy at the age of 12, serving as a
midshipman aboard the sloop-of-war
HMS Merlin, in the English Channel,
under Captain James Luttrell. Seymour
moved with Luttrell to HMS Portland
in 1781. The Portland was then serving
as the flagship of Rear-Admiral Richard
Edwards, then the commander-inchief at Newfoundland. Edwards
was replaced by Vice-Admiral
John Campbell in 1782, and both
Luttrell and Seymour moved aboard
HMS Mediator. The Mediator then
returned to Britain to cruise off the
French coast.
On 12 December 1782 the Mediator
pursued five French frigates in the Bay

War graves at Gamboa

of Biscay. The French formed a line
of battle, confident in their superior
numbers, but Luttrell engaged them,
breaking their line. He overhauled
one and captured her, the 24-gun
Alexander, with 120 crew aboard.
The remainder then fled, pursued by
Luttrell. They then split up, forcing
Luttrell to choose to remain with the
largest. He eventually caught up with
her and brought her to battle. The
enemy, the 34-gun Menegere with 212
men aboard, was forced to surrender.
Luttrell began the return voyage
to England with his prizes, having
to deal with an attempted uprising
amongst his French prisoners part
way through the voyage on 14
December. Despite having only 190
men to deal with 340 prisoners,
the rising was quashed without
bloodshed.
Seymour
remained
aboard the Mediator until 1783,
when he moved to HMS Ganges. He
eventually served on a number of
different ships, before receiving his
commission as a lieutenant in 1790.
He joined HMS Magnificent that
year, but left when she was paid off
in 1791.
Seymour returned to service with the
outbreak of the French Revolutionary
Wars in 1793, serving aboard
HMS Marlborough under George
Cranfield-Berkeley. The Marlborough
formed part of the fleet under Lord
Howe, and Seymour was thus present
at the Glorious First of June, 1794.
During the battle, the Marlborough
came under attack from three French
warships, the 78-gun Impétueux,
the 74-gun Mucius and the 120-gun
Montagne. The Marlborough was
heavily damaged but resisted French
attempts to capture her. During the
battle Seymour’s left arm was shot off.
Seymour recovered from his wound,
and was promoted to commander. He

Sir Michael Seymour

CELEBRITIES IN RIO

Dear Umbrella,

received his first command in mid
1796, that of the sloop HMS Spitfire. He
spent the next several years cruising in
the Channel and off the French coast,
before being promoted to Post-Captain
on 11 August 1800. On 10 November
1808 he came across the 40-gun French
frigate Thetis, and after a hard fought
battle, captured her. In recognition
of this act Seymour received a medal
from King George III, a 100 guinea
piece of plate from the Lloyd’s Patriotic
Fund, and the Freedom of the Cities of
Cork and Limerick. On 6 April 1809
he engaged and captured the 44-gun
frigate Niemen. For this he was created
a baronet the following month.
Seymour then served on the
Walcheren Campaign, and on its
conclusion was appointed to command
his prize, HMS Niemen, which had
subsequently been taken into the
navy. He then commanded the 74-gun
HMS Hannibal, and on 26 May 1814 he
captured the 44-gun Sultane. He was
nominated a Knight Commander of
the Order of the Bath in January 1815
and moved aboard the Royal Yacht
several years later.
(Much of the information courtesy
Google)
19

OCTOBER

Calendar

03 InC US Presidential debate watch at the
Marriott 8pm
04 InC Paula Maurão jewelry visit 2pm
06 SAS Caledonian Ball
06 AmSoc Mexican Dinner at Si Señor Ipanema
09 SAS Caledon Ceilidh at Paissandu Club
11 InC US debate watch at the Marine house
13 SAS Macaé Ceilidh
16 Presidential debate
17 Canadian Happy Hour
18 InC Cafezinho at Elaine’s home
18 AmSoc/InC Happy Hour
19 InC Cafezinho
25 InC Luta Pela Paz October birthday party 6pm
26 InC members gathering at Paissandu 10.30am
26 InC Spooky Happy Hour at Gringo Cafe 7-10pm
27 InC Wine & Cheese Evening 7.30pm
27 AmSoc Halloween Party
28 InC Halloween Family Fun at Gringo Cafe 2-4pm
30 InC Accelerated Learning Seminar 8.30am-2.30pm

NOVEMBER

09 US Election Day
09 RBL Poppy Ball
11 RBL Remembrance Service
21 Canadian Happy Hour
25 AmSoc Thanksgiving Dinner

DECEMBER

03 SCM Christmas Concert
10 SCM Singalong Messiah
19 Canadian Happy Hour
Every Tuesday there is an InC visit to the
orphanage -Abrigo Evangelico de
Pedra de Guaratiba
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Classified ads
SERVICES
Analytical or Short-Term PSYCHOTHERAPY - VIVIANE RICHARDSON.
experience with expatriated and cross-cultural issues. Lived
many years overseas: Canada, Singapore, UK and USA. BrazilianBritish CLINICAL Psychologist (license:crP-05.33022). MAster OF
arts, Aberdeen University, UK. master of LINGUISTICS • bilingualism, PUC-Rio. appointment by phone (21) 9966.9494
or e-mail: vivianerichardson@gmail.com
General Practitioner/Family Physician - Juliana Korth, MD
Large experience with expat families. Fluent in english/spanish.
App. in english by phone (21) 9572-6949 or SEND AN e-mail TO
drajuliana@julianakorth.com.br • Office at Le Monde • Barra da
Tijuca • Phone (21) 3449-8029/8077 • www.julianakorth.com.br
Expat Psychology RJ - Dr. Niamh Whiriskey registered Clinical
Psychologist providing psychological services to the Englishspeaking community of Rio. Appointment by phone (21) 2832700 or
e-mail: info@expatpsychologyrj.com
www.expatpsychologyrj.com
Portuguese Classes/Cultural Field Trips – Flavia Di Luccio. Experienced professor(PhD at Puc-Rio) with 7 years experience at
the American Consulate RJ. (21) 99616042 or fluccio@uol.com.br

REAL ESTATE
SHORT LET Fully refurbished 120m” three bedroom flat(one
suíte). Sitting room with 10m” balcony overlooking the Corcovado. Fully furnished, well equiped kitchen.
Garage for 2 cars. Swimming pool, sauna, football court in
the condominium. Contact: Nira Grillo 99917820
For rent Fully refurbished flat, península, 250m² four
bedroom (2 suites), 2 balconies overlooking lake, large living/
dining room and kitchen full of cuboards. 2 car garage, pool,
sauna, academy, private condominium.
Contact Marina: 21 7119-9147.

Elizabeth MacGregor
Coloured Gems from Brazil
• F.G.A (Fellow of the Gemmological Association of Great Britain)
• English Native speaker – Expat since 1975
• We are selling our collection of top-quality Brazilian gemstones.
• We oﬀer organized trips to Minas Gerais to the mines and
Gem dealers selling mineral specimens.
• And we can visit you in the comfort and security of your home.
• Member of the British Commonwealth Society.
Please contact us at:
Elizabeth Mac Gregor: lizimac@yahoo.com.br
Tels: 21 2644-6017/ 21 8021-3738/
21 8021 3736/ 21 7333-7000

