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FROM THE EDITOR

ASSASSIN COOTS
JACK WOODALL
Last month, instead of the routine trip
up to the little house at the sitio in
Friburgo, we found ourselves house-&dog-sitting in a mansion in Surrey for
family, who were on a trip to Brazil.
There is a mini nature reserve around a
brickpit that was abandoned 50 years
ago, which filled up with rainwater and
is now surrounded by woodland, having
successfully reverted to nature. The
black lab and I were walking by the lake
when the dog startled a moorhen and
her day-old chick out of lakeside cover
into open water. Immediately, two coots
converged on the pair from different
directions, stopping a few feet away
from them. Then one coot laid its neck
out along the water, pointing at the
moorhen, for all the world like a cat
stalking its prey, and after holding the
pose for a minute, charged the mother
moorhen, which had been quacking in
alarm but failed to bring daddy to the
rescue. She put up a very feeble fight
before abandoning her chick and fleeing. The other coot then charged the
chick and when a yard away, flew up
into the air and bombed the chick with
its body. The chick bobbed back up like
a cork, and to break this up I yelled and
clapped my hands until both coots
cleared off.

Never having heard of this sort of behaviour by the harmless-looking black,
white-beaked waterbirds, I e-mailed
Derwent May, Nature columnist for the
London Times. He replied “I haven't seen
a scene precisely as you describe, but I
have often seen coots being very irritable and aggressive. They often use that
stance -- laying their neck on the water - when attacking other coots, and in
spring they often kill rival coots, holding
their victims' heads under water or pecking them. Moorhens can also be very
aggressive, and other water birds tend to
keep out of the way of both these
species.” Well I never…
It turns out that coots are territorial and
will swim menacingly towards any intruders on their patch. They dive to feed
mostly on aquatic vegetation and algae;
also fish, tadpoles, crustaceans, snails,
worms, aquatic and other insects, so do
not compete for food with moorhens -so I wouldn’t have thought they needed
to fight them. Moorhens feed both on
water and land and have a varied diet of
leaves, seeds, berries, worms, snails and
fish, and also other birds' eggs.
Now get this; American coots form up to
80% of the diet of bald eagles -- the
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Coot launching an attack

Moorhen and chick

ones with the white heads that are
emblems of the US Postal Service. A few
years ago, bald eagles and American
coots started dying around certain lakes
in Arkansas and Wisconsin. The problem
spread to other states. They never did
find the cause, but they ruled out an
infection; it certainly looked as though it
was something the coots ate that fatally
disagreed with them and with the eagles
that ate them. Nature is full of unsolved
mysteries.
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BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH
SOCIETY
Beatles 50th/BCS 70th
Anniversary Party, Friday
24th September

I Should Have Known Better but I agreed.
So With A Little Help From My
Friends – Neville & his band, Martin
& his 30 (!) member choir, Robin,
Christine & a School Band, all this
will Come Together with Steve, our
inimitable & irrepressible Scousespeaking MC.
I’ve Got A Feeling that this might just
be a worthy successor to last year’s
sell out show. So All I Gotta Do is tell
you all the details:When: Friday 24th September at
20hs. Doors open at 19.30hs.
Where: the newly “cool” Jubilee Hall
at the back of the Church.
How much: BCS members R$20.
Everyone else R$25.
Reservations: It would be a big Help!
if you could let the BCS Office know if
you plan to come so we can organize
the rest. Call Gaynor or Monica at
the BCS office on 2537 - 6695 or email them at <bcsrio@bcsrio.org.br>
Tickets: None. Money at the door.
Parking: Take The Long & Winding
Road from the School gates on Real
Grandeza and find your way to the
back of the hall.
Food: Pizza Delivery service on site.
Your choice. Bar snacks available.
Drinks: Cash Bar at your service
Hey, you know it’s Getting Better all
the time! So Please, Please Me & the
rest of the gang and decide to come
to the double Anniversary Party. You

and more...

Grateful thanks to Martin, Neville,
Robin, Christine & Steve. Thanks also
to John, Paul, George and Ringo for
their help with the songs. So Please,
Please us & yourselves and show up on
24th September. Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!

Tijuca Campus, Rua Martinho de Mesquita, 301, there will be PANCAKES!
FLAPJACKS! HOTCAKES! And (of
course) maple syrup and other
toppings, plus coffee, juice, fruit and
lots of camaraderie. Our pancake
brunches are among our biggest and
best family events so we’re firing up
the griddle and bringing it back… by
popular demand!!

AMERICAN SOCIETY

September Speaker Series

Thanks for joining

“So you want to do business in
Brazil?” is the title of a talk to be
given by American Society Governor
Lou Servizio, on Tuesday, 21st
September at 7:00pm, at the
Paissandu Atlético Clube, Afrânio de
Melo Franco, 330, Leblon. Lou will
present a case study and discuss
practical matters such as banking,
incorporation procedures, taxation,
employment regulations, personal
documentation requirements, cultural
issues, and how to select an industry.
Lou is a highly successful entrepreneur
who’s been in Brazil since 2008, so if
you’ve thought about opening up a
business here, or know someone who
has, don’t miss Lou’s talk and the
discussion that’s sure to follow. No
need to reserve, but do come early, buy
a drink or some food from the Club
and schmooze a little. Admission is
free, but we encourage everyone to
make a R$10 contribution or more to
the American Society Rio Charity Fund.

can sing along, dance, eat, drink &
be merry. Or just Act Naturally. Just as
long as you Dig It.

A little Blackbird asked me Do You Want
to Know a Secret? Of course, I said.
And whispered Something I never
thought I’d hear. You’re going to have
to put on another Beatles Night! Not a
second time I gulped. Why? Because,
said the Blackbird, it’s all due to
popular demand. Don’t Ask Me Why, I
said. Well, loads of people have asked
for a repeat performance. Just Don’t
Let Me Down.

corners

Marilia Sarkis, Marylinn Schwanitz, Lindsay Duval,
Anna Whyte, Fernanda Carvalho at August breakfast mixer

We'd like to extend a warm welcome to
our newest members of the American
Society Rio... Family members: Edith
Campos & Lutz Gert Kiessling,
Franklin & Vicki Marie McGuyer,
Lisa & Ricardo Pittella, and Kent &
Diana Stingl; Individual members:
Jennifer Byers and Flavia Di Luccio.
Memberships make everything else
we do possible. If you haven't joined
yet yourself, now is a good time to
take advantage of our half-year rates.
Learn more accessing our website:
www.americansocietyrio.org.

Museum visits series
inaugural event
The American Society Rio launched
a Museum Visits Series in August
with a trip to MAC, the Museum of
Contemporary Arts in Niterói. If
you'd like to find out about
upcoming museum visits, please
drop a line to events.amsoc@gmail.com
to request more information.

Hot stack? Comin' right up!
On Saturday morning, 11th September,
at the American School Barra da

Currying favour
As of this writing, plans are well
underway for new American Society
Rio member, Christa Pickering to
host Christa's Curry Cooking Class
on Wednesday, 15th September at
10:30am. Spaces will be limited and a
contribution to the Society's
charitable fund will requested to
attend. Ten days later, there'll be
even more when the Society presents
Curry Night on Saturday, 25th
September.
Further details for these events were
still being cooked up just before press
time, so if you'd like to know more,
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and more...

send a note to events.amsoc@gmail.com
to request information. In the meantime, this is a perfect opportunity to
eliminate some misconceptions
about what curry is and is not.
Westerners commonly associate the
word with the cuisines of the Indian
subcontinent, frequently tending to
think that a curry is, more or less, a
single type of spicy thing. However,
the truth here is far more complex.
First, there is the word itself, an
anglicized version of the Tamil word
“kari”, which (like the word “molho”
in Portuguese) means a sauce or gravy
rather than spicy. Curries (note the
plural) are popular and intriguingly
varied, not only across the Indian
subcontinent but throughout Asia.
While all curries contain a mixture
of spices (e.g. ginger, garlic, onion,
turmeric) and are, thus, “spicy”, they
are not necessarily hot.
Well, now, are your appetites
sufficiently whetted? We hope so.
Magizhnthu unnungal!

Holiday Weekend Season:
October version
We have Brazil’s Patron Saint, Nossa
Senhora Aparecida, to thank for
your opportunity to reserve your
spot for a terrific getaway holiday
weekend. Our Lady’s Appearance is
remembered every 12th October (the
same day as Americans celebrate
Columbus Day). In 2010, the 12th falls
on a Tuesday, so a 4-day weekend will
be the order of the day(s). American
Society Rio Governor Lou Servizio,
who knows more than a little bit
about diving in Angra dos Reis, is
organizing an idyllic excursion to
Ilha Grande for that weekend. To
learn more, send an e-mail to
events.amsoc@gmail.com.

Rounding out 2010 with
big events
Cajun Night, Games Night, Halloween,
Thanksgiving Day Dinner, Egg Nog
Bash, and, as Yul Brynner so often
said as the King of Siam… et-ceterah,
et-ceterah, et-ceterah! You won’t
want to miss any of these, nor will
your relatives, friends, colleagues,
next-door neighbors, or college
roommates…hey, what about that
guy over there, standing on the
corner? Yeah, YOU! If any of these
are not yet American Society Rio
members, ask ’em what’re they
waiting for and then encourage
them to join! They’ll thank you for it
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and we’ll thank all of you for making
it possible for us to host our many
events and activities. Joining the
Society is easy. You can do it right
now by visiting our website at
www.americansocietyrio.org or sending a
message to contact@americansocietyrio.org
and we'll be happy to sign you up.

Import duties abolished
See this welcome information on the
AroundRio section, p.8.

ST ANDREW SOCIETY

Jimmy Frew, Eddie MacDougall (Highland
Heritage, President SAS Buenos Aires) Robin
Brown, Roberto Bade (Petrópolis Highland
Dance Group), Chris McLauchlan

American friends of SAS

Caledonian Ball 2010
The preparations are done. All we’re
waiting for now is for you to buy your
tickets on line for the Caledonian Ball.
Just go to <www.standrewrio.com.br>
and follow the steps (it’s so easy). If
you have a problem, contact Cristina
at <mariacristinanog@gmail.com> or, if
your computer’s full of viruses, just
call her on 9850-5666. You can also
pick up your tickets from Audrey at
the Paissandu Club on a Tuesday
night, while brushing up on some
dancing steps at the same time. We’ve
done all the ground work and now it’s
over to you! Get your tickets now and
take advantage of the great discount!
By the time you read this, there will be
only three or four weeks remaining
for you to sort out your tables of six or
ten. The São Paulo Society has failed
to match up their date this year to suit
hotel venues with the MacPhail band,
despite the fact that we’ve been doing

this together for the past 24 years.
There was nothing we in Rio could do
about that, other than to go it alone,
while ensuring at the same time that
the 25th anniversary of the MacPhail
band tour next year will include São
Paulo. More about that later.
So, when you arrive at the beach front
entrance of the Copacabana Palace
Hotel on the 2nd October at 8.00pm,
to be greeted by the St. Andrew’s committee members waiting to welcome
you at the top of the stairs leading to
the Salão Nobre, don’t be surprised to
see a contingent of Paulistas mingling
with our other guests who join us
every year from Buenos Aires and
Macae. For, just like ourselves, there
are those in São Paulo who would
compare a Caledonian Ball without a
live Scottish Country Dance Band to
porridge without salt (ugh!) or a
caipirinha without cachaça (or vodka).
The difference between the Rio and
São Paulo Societies is, that, although
they’re much bigger than us -- and
contrary to the established rule of laid
back Cariocas and hard working Paulistas -- we’re much better organized
than they are. Have you any idea how
much planning goes into the Caledonian Ball? To be sure of a date at a
top flight hotel like the Copacabana
Palace you need to book the hall at
least 18 months in advance. This
means that if you leave the planning
of such an event to a committee
elected at an annual general meeting
at the beginning of a new year, you’re
already too late! In this regard the Rio
Society seems to hold the advantage of
continuity over size. The organization
of the MacPhail band tour is a never
ending job. Next year’s tour has to be
fixed already before this year’s tour
has even started, in order for airline
tickets to be issued, accommodation
to be confirmed and everything to be
ready before Ball tickets go on sale by
the beginning of August. Our job is
already done for this year. Preparations for the 25th Anniversary of
the MacPhail Band tour in October
2011 are well under way and happily
they do include São Paulo.
For the third year in succession we
have NOT needed to increase the
price of the Caledonian Ball, thanks to
the continuing loyal support of the
Copacabana Palace Hotel, IRM Services, TSC Offshore, York Research
Group, Rig Projects Solutions and the
Macaé Oilmen’s Golf Association.

This year’s Ball will be held once again
in its elegant ancestral home -- where
else than the Golden Room of the
Copacabana Palace Hotel -- on Saturday, 2nd October. For the 24th
consecutive year, the Iain MacPhail
Band will supply the live music for
Scottish Country Dancing, interspersed with popular dancing from the
50’s, 60’s 70’s 80’s, 90’s, 00’s and 10’s.
The all inclusive price for cocktails,
buffet and drinks will be R$165 for St.
Andrew Society members and fellow
members of the American Society, the
British Commonweath Society, the
Royal British Legion and the
International Club. The price for
their guests will be R$185.00. We’ll
hold this promotional price until
September 15th, after which it will
increase to R$175 for members and
R$195.00 for guests.

Paissandu Ceilidh
On the Tuesday after the Caledonian
Ball we’ll host the ever popular
Paissandu Ceilidh, an evening of
Scottish Country Dancing to the
MacPhail band, for which the Society
has never needed to charge thanks to
the support of the Paissandú Club.
This year we have managed to
combine the annual Macaé Oilmen’s
Golf Association x St Andrew Society Golf
Tournament at Buzios Golf Club on the
9th October with the annual Macaé
Ceilidh in the Sheraton Four Points
Hotel, Macaé, also featuring the Iain
MacPhail Band. We’ll be providing
minibus transport from Rio for these
events and also a minibus shuttle
service from Búzios to the Macaé
Ceilidh. Golfers wishing to register for
the St. Andrew Society team should
contact our Captain, Philip Healey, at
<phil@rili.com.br>. The all inclusive price,
including cocktails, buffet and drinks,
at the Macae Ceilidh, is R$150.00 per
person. Boletos can be downloaded

from <www.standrewrio.com.br> or tickets
can be collected from Audrey at the
Paissandú Club on Tuesdays.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Readers may have noticed recent
editions of The Umbrella have been
without a note from the Rio Branch of
the RBL. This is not to signify a lack of
interest, but rather the Committee has
been very busy with a couple of key
issues, apart from the pressure of
individual commitments. Paramount
to all of us is that support to deserving
cases has continued without let up.
It has been apparent for some time
that the Rio Branch needs to establish
itself as an entity in its own right. As
most members will appreciate, the
Branch operates rather like a subset of
the BCS in certain respects, for which
the Branch has been very grateful to the
BCS for the cover provided. However,
in order to ensure the proper
organisational and administrative
relationship with the Legion HQ in
the UK, and in the discharge of its
responsibilities in Brazil under the
appropriate Brazilian legal framework,
the Committee has concluded the Rio
Branch should introduce revised and
in some cases new Statutes for this
purpose. Adopting these Statues will
require the approval of Branch members
at an Extraordinary General Meeting
to be held in the near future. An explanation of what the changes mean will
accompany the EGM Calling Notice.
Further impetus for such a change has
also come from the Branch having to
undertake certain administrative tasks
associated with the estates of deceased
members, a task it did not expect to do
and is not equipped to do under
current arrangements. Should this
happen again the Branch will be better
placed to proceed under new Statutes.
Instrumental in the work of addressing

the Statues is our Treasurer, Bridget
Novaes. However it is likely that Bridget
will have to hand over the Treasurer
role to someone else, perhaps before
the year’s end. She has done such a
splendid job it seems the accounts
almost run themselves. You can
probably see where this is leading and,
yes, should there be any reader willing
to take on this important task, any
Committee member would be pleased
to hear from them.
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Finally, we confirm the Annual Poppy
Gala Ball will take place in the Copacabana Palace on the 12th November,
followed by the Service of Remembrance at Christ Church at 10:30 on
Sunday 14th November, also held in
the UK on this day. The Committee is
well aware of the national holiday on
the 15th of November, which might
suggest a long weekend to some, but is
confident both events will still have the
tremendous support enjoyed in recent
years. More to follow as important
details firm up.
STOP PRESS
Blair makes largest ever donation to
Royal British Legion
Prime Minister Tony Blair is to donate
the profits from his memoirs to a
sports centre for injured soldiers. A
spokesman said Mr Blair would hand
over the reported £4m advance
payment plus all royalties to honour
"their courage and sacrifice". The
Royal British Legion will receive the
money after the book,
A Journey, is published in September.
The money is believed to be the
biggest single donation ever received
by the Legion, and will go towards the
£25m Battle Back Challenge Centre,
due to open in summer 2012.
[Source: BBC News 16 Aug 2010
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics10988478>]
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WOMEN’S DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION

has just been made. Mince pies and jars
of mincemeat – for those who like to
make their own -- will also be available.

Christmas Bazaar
At this time of the year we begin to focus
all our efforts on the next important
event on our agenda – the Christmas
Bazaar. We hope that once again we can
count on your support. This year, the
event is programmed to take place on
Saturday 4th December, starting at 2 pm.
and will be held, as usual, in the Jubilee
Hall, Christ Church, Rua Real Grandeza 99, Botafogo.

Marmalades, pickles and
chutneys

White Elephant Stall
On this stall we offer a varied assortment of items, for personal use as well
as for Christmas gifts. Throughout the
year, any items we receive that are
almost new and in good condition are
set aside for this stall. The ladies of the
WDA who are involved in handicraft
work are now very busy embroidering
hand towels, tea towels, etc.

Christmas Crackers

These products can be bought any day
during the week within office hours
(9am. to 4.30pm.) and especially on
Tuesday mornings when all the ladies
are present. They can also be purchased
on Sundays after the Church service,
which ends before noon. Please note
that as usual, from 15th October we
shall temporarily be stopping the sale
of these products, to stock up for the
Christmas Bazaar. If you have any of our
empty marmalade/pickles/chutney
jars with the metal tops that we could reuse, could you please return them to us.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL
University Destinations,
2009 Grads
Our graduates of November 2009
have now received all their
university offers and have made
their final decisions on where to go
for their college degree. Below is a
summary of the places they have
been offered. The British School is
very proud of their achievements
and wishes them all the best in this
new phase of life!
Total Number of graduates in 2009: 62
Number of students going to
university in Brazil: 31
Number of students going to
university in the UK: 14
Number of students going to
university in the USA: 12
Number of students going to other
destinations: 2
Number of students on year out: 3
(gap year – taking the year off to
travel and/or work – teaching,
acting).
Number of students who at this time
are unplaced or undecided: 0

Donations for the Bazaar

These will be decorating our shelves
once again this year -- without the snaps,
of course. Although no feedback was
received from anyone regarding their
acceptance, we are going ahead with
the production of a smaller quantity.

Just to remind you -- donations can be
delivered any day during the week to
Karen, secretary, Christ Church, telephone 2226-7332 or to the BCS secretary,
Gaynor, telephone 2537-6695, between
8.30am. and 4.30 pm. Please remember
that between 2 pm. and 3.30 pm. when
the school finishes, cars are not
allowed into the grounds.

King's College add Cambridge

TBS requests graduates or their
parents inform the School about
which universities and courses they
finally selected out of the dozens of
offers.

Christmas Goodies
The WDA ladies responsible for
making the Christmas cakes and
puddings have already set the wheels
in motion and the first batch of cakes
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WDA ladies at work

A PROPOSAL: QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOLARS
be a Commonwealth Project and
take non-Anglo-Saxons to Canada,
Australia and New Zealand as well as
to the UK. We could name the
scheme "Queen Elizabeth Scholars".
Subconsciously, we would be giving
the "The British Commonwealth" a
real family factor. Imagine the spin-off
from 500 non-Anglo-Saxons spending
two years at a UK, Canadian, Australian
or New Zealand university.
Over the last 42 years, I have watched
Parliamentary Delegations and DTI
Delegations coming to Brazil in
droves. While some of them may

well have learnt something of this
magnificent country, I have often
felt that it was treated as a very
pleasant "Jolly" for the members of
the delegations. How often do they
go to Nigeria or Zimbabwe?
Perhaps, I am ever the idealist and
the politicians and bureaucrats would
be reluctant to lose their opportunities to have a paid holiday in a
marvellous country.
Kindest regards from the top of a mountain 125 km NW of Rio de Janeiro.
Peter Doyle

Letters

One of the items that I notice that
Osborne did not cut in his recent
budget was "Foreign Aid". Personally,
I feel that "Foreign Aid" would be
much better spent on setting up a
"World Wide Rhodes Scholarship
Type Scheme" and bringing 500 nonAnglo-Saxons per annum to the UK,
to spend two years doing post-graduate
work in our best universities. Once
the foreigners see that the AngloSaxon way of life is a good one, there
would be a much better mutual
relationship between the UK and the
Rest of the World. The scheme need
not be limited to the UK -- it could

COZINHAR É DIVERTIDO VENHA APRENDER CONOSCO!
• Cursos básicos e avançados
• Aulas para crianças
• Harmonização de vinhos
• Curso de culinária para noivas
• Curso de culinária para empregadas
domésticas e auxiliares de cozinha

• Brazilian Cookery Classes in English
www.cafeempauta.com.br
Contato: cris@cafeempauta.com.br -

% 21 7888-7611
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Friends of longtime Rio residents Tom
& Helena Boyd will be glad to hear
that Tom is recovering well from his
most recent operation. Their e-mail is
<boydassociates@btconnect.com> and his
Skypename is themanse.

Paraty em Foco 2010

AroundRio

Henrique Andrade, husband of TBS's
Adriana Nogueira de Andrade ’94,
and his photography group will be
having an exhibition of photos at the
famous international photography
festival “Paraty em Foco 2010”. Their
work “By A Thread” and “Sunday at
the Park” will be up in the festival but
can
also
be
seen
at
<http://oestendal.wordpress.com> and
<http://www.fotonaparede.com.br/domingonoparque>. The group is composed
of Ana Rodrigues, Daniel Chiacos,
Fred Pacífico, Henrique Andrade,
Sílvio Moréia, Kelly Lima and Stella
Mello. Other exhibitions are scheduled for 2010 at different places and
cities. For more details, please contact
via email <drickarj@yahoo.com>.

Pedro Andrade, dob 27th July

Adriana Andrade writes that she is currently away from the TBS on maternity leave. Her baby boy Pedro was born
on 27th July at Casa de Saúde São
José, at 22:29h. They are just fine and
all is well at home.

Ruy and Daniella (Bodman-Morris)
Castro moved to Rio from Oporto in
July. Ruy is working in São Paulo and
Daniella is busy settling Isabella and
Rodrigo into their new home and
school in Leblon. Grandparents Peter
and Jeni are delighted to have part of
their family living nearby again

Revs. David & Susan Weller

Rev. Sue Weller of Christ Church celebrated a special birthday last month, one
ending in a 5. Rev. David Weller, Chaplain,
celebrates his in September, ending in
a 0. Congratulations to both of you!
80 years young: there seems to have
been a rash of octogenarian anniversaries of BCS members this year, celebrated by Bill Gray, Michael Crawshaw
and Ian Orr for starters. Please let The
Umbrella know of any such notable
anniversaries for publication in a
future issue.

Gabriella Rimmer

Congratulations to Gabriella Rimmer,
who has won a place at Murray
Edwards College (formerly New Hall),
Cambridge University, to read Chemical
Engineering. Gabriella graduated
from TBS in 2009 with the highest IB
grade in her class. Other ‘community
kids’ heading abroad on the
University Trail in September include
Stephanie Healey, William Byers,
Betsy McAra, Natalie Gentil and Jean
Paul Levier (all BCS member families
except Jean Paul -- AmSoc member
family).
New BCS member Kevin Wick has been
joining Neville Thorley’s Midnight Trio
Band for the occasional song during
the group’s weekly gigs at Cobal in
Botafogo and Conversa Fiada in
Ipanema. Look out for Kevin at the
Beatles 50th/BCS 70th Party next
month.

Import duties abolished: the Brazilian
Federal Revenue Service (now abbreviated as RFB) has removed most of the
restrictions on items that tourists (and
returning residents) can bring into
Brazil without paying duties. As from
1st October, almost anything that is
for your own personal use, or smallvalue gifts for others, can be brought
here duty-free. Notable exceptions
include portable computers and video
cameras, but consumer-grade cameras
and other electronic devices are no
longer included on the list of things
whose combined, total retail value is
limited to US$500, above which duties
can be imposed. The new exemption
can be used once every thirty (30)
days, whereas formerly it was every 90
days. The rules defining products subject to quotas still need to be fleshed
out a bit. So, as soon as we know, so
too will you. [From: The American Society
Rio Community Notebook]

WEDDINGS, christenings, birthdays, anniversaries, visitors, happenings: send them with photos for publication
in this column at <the.umbrella@terra.com.br>

CORRECTIONS
Hieatt: mis-spelled as author of both articles on p.9 of the July issue.
Mill: mis-spelled in captions of both photos on p.6 of the August issue.
[There are few things worse than getting somebody’s name wrong in print. Abject apologies to Chris & Ken
from the Editor/proof-reader]
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The BCS at 70
FIRST WOMAN CHAIR, 1985-86
[M. Amara de Kerekrethy (Mara) rose from being BCS Secretary to become the
first woman BCS chair, serving in 1985-86. Her Chairman's report below
gave a potted history of the BCS. Those who have never heard of the Free Bed
fund, the Strangers' Hospital, the Establishment of Christ Church or the
Community Commentary (forebear of The Umbrella) -- and even those who
have -- read on. - Ed.]

HIGHLIGHTS OF HER REPORT, 1987 YEARBOOK
A number of people ask: What is the British & Commonwealth
Society and what does it do?
The Society is principally a benevolent and charitable organisation.
[It] is a direct descendant of the British Community Committee set
up in 1940 to raise funds for the war effort. This Committee raised
considerable funds and contributed in diverse ways to the war effort;
and so integrated itself into community life that in 1945 it was
decided to maintain its existence as a generally representative body.
Within a greatly reduced financial context, the Community Council
(which adopted its present title [of BCS] in 1965) proceeded to
organise periodic events for the entertainment of the Community
and of ships of the Royal Navy and of distinguished visitors to Brazil.
The Society was also requested to administer the Volunteers and
Dependants Fund (under the direction of the Royal British
Legion), the Free Bed Fund (a consolidation of various funds
founded at various times to provide free hospital accommodation) and
provide secretarial services for the Burial Fund of the Gamboa
Cemetery. A Community Commentary was also published, which is
continued today in the form of a monthly Newsletter. The Yearbook was
first produced in 1966; and its publication augmented the general
funds at the disposal of the Society, so that it became possible to
assist specific community institutions engaged in welfare work.
In 1967 the Strangers' Hospital was closed, after over 70 years of
existence, and approximately one-third of the proceeds from the
liquidation of the Hospital was donated to the Society and constituted into a Welfare Trust Fund. Whilst, in terms of communal
funds, a considerable sum is involved, it is a primary charge on the
Trustees of the Fund that they endeavour to preserve the real value
of the original capital, while investment income permits the Society
to assist needy individuals and the Niteroi Rest Home.
As to the future, the Society believes it will continue to have an ever
more important role to play as the focal point for community life in
Rio de Janeiro, particularly now that the transfer of the properties
of the Establishment of Christ Church has taken place. The Statutes
clarify the objectives of the Society, and the composition of the
Council, which is intended to be comprehensively representative of
the Community in all its institutional aspects.
This should be enough to persuade members that their continued
help is necessary and will be put to good use, and non-members that
their cooperation would be something really valuable to the
Community and of help to the needy.

The Properties
When the Rua Real Grandeza Church Properties were handed over
by Deed of Gift from the Establishment of Christ Church to the BCS
in 1977, the Niteroi Church Property should have been transferred

also. However, owing to an omission in its original registration with
the Municipal Authorities this could not be done. Now at last, after
9 years of work by two "Despachantes", the situation has been
rectified to enable the handover of the property to the BCS. The
Deed of Gift [was] signed on 11 June 1986 by H.M. Consul General
Mr Colin Seaward, CBE and Mr Ian Rutherford, OBE on behalf of
the Establishment of Christ Church and Mr Michael Horne and
myself on behalf of the BCS. We were extremely grateful to the
Consul General for his intervention on our behalf with the
authorities, thereby saving us the payment of transfer tax
amounting to 34 million cruzeiros at the time.

The British School, Niteroi
The School building had been sold in 1966 and educational
activities ceased in 1971. I approached Mr Alan Taylor, the last
President of the British School Association and with the assistance
[of various persons and Lloyds Bank] the Association was wound
up; the funds were equally distributed between All Saints Church,
Niteroi and the Niteroi Rest Home, after the Masons were paid back
their original contribution to the School's capital.

Innovations
A Special Flight to England was introduced at a reduced rate for a
group of BCS members. A total of 112 members and their families
expressed interest. However, when we set off in July the group had
dwindled to about 25, probably due to the departure date being too
late and the price not as good as anticipated.
Membership cards were introduced, giving a series of benefits [in]
the form of discounts of varying value in some first-rate shops. [The
American Society Rio currently has a Star card that does that. - Ed]
An appeal was launched for Cz$ 500.000 to pay for much needed
repairs and improvements to the Rua Real Grandeza Properties.
Cz$ 365.000 was raised from 18 firms and Societies and only 25
individual members. I should like to mention the outstanding
donation we received from Lloyds Bank International: Cz$ 150.000.

Events
We enjoyed two rousing Christmas parties in 1985 & 1986, when
Martin Hester became the very successful successor to John Lewis at
the piano. The Xmas Raffle first prize in 1985 was a return ticket to
London by courtesy of British Airways and in 1986 … tickets for two!
In June 1986 we had the Queen's Birthday Party which marked the
farewell to Rio of H.M. Consul General Colin Seaward, CBE. In
September we were treated to a Cheese and Wine Party with cheese
delivered by courtesy of British Airways.
Mara de Kerekrethy
Chairman 1985/86
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CHRIST CHURCH

STILL SMALL VOICE OF CALM
DAVID WELLER
Dear All,
I hope the arrival of September sees the
return of some warmer weather. Writing
in mid-August, I’ve just returned home
having seen a mere 15oC and that was at
midday in Botafogo!
But if it’s not the weather we’re talking
about, it’s the traffic. As many of you will
know already – some from personal experience -- São Paulo’s traffic problems are
legendary. Travelling by taxi from
Congonhas to Guarulhos back in July we
saw this interestingly worded road sign.
“Congratulations to all drivers, there were no
deaths on this road on 9th July”. It rather
begged the question about what happens
on all the other days….
As parents Sue and I have kept a record of
the funny and insightful things Rachel says
as she grows up. There are many
favourites, one of the latest being this:
Rachel was in a toilet of a big Hotel, it was
a luxurious place and came complete with

piped music. Rachel then said this, “Is there
music so that it makes you feel better when
you’re being sick?”

for God to do the same now and intervene
in the lives and conflicts of nations. Why
doesn’t He do so again?

Sometimes just the shortest of phrases or
words can make you smile, or sit up and
think. It also happened to me the other
day while watching the news on CNN. A
report had just been given about the latest
fighting in the Middle East, on this occasion events on the Israel/Lebanon border
were being detailed. The reporter had
clearly seen it all before, and with a worldweary tone she said these words; “It may
need divine intervention for it to come to
an end”. To my mind CNN had just got it
absolutely right.

The answer quite simply is that one day
He will. The Bible does teach us about justice and judgement for all in the future,
and Jesus clearly showed us how to live
and conduct our lives in the meantime.
Yet what we are witnessing every day is
how nations and individuals abuse our
God-given free will. Someone other than
me has said that to change our world, we
need to start by drawing a circle around
ourselves and that’s where it begins. The
good news of the Christian faith is that
God not only offers us a changed life, but
also the means to live it -- Himself, with us
day in day out.

From time to time in the Bible you can
read how God has intervened in the life
and times of His people. Either the
involvement is direct, e.g. His voice could
be heard, or He would use people to speak
for Him, e.g. John the Baptist. Whichever
method He used, there was never any
doubt that God had spoken. How I long

In more ways than one, it’s time to come
in from the cold and into the warmth of
our Saviour’s welcome.
Yours ever,
Rev. David

Dates to remember
Why not join us on 12th September for our 10.30 Holy Communion Service
followed by a Shared Lunch to celebrate Rev. David’s 50th Birthday.
All Welcome from the community but it is essential that you contact Carole Lees on
carolelees@infolink.com.br so she can let you know what to bring to share.
You are also invited to our Organ Concert on 22nd October – at 8 pm – to raise
funds for the illumination of the great east window.
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FALLING INTO DISARRAY?
style has alienated many former
comrades. For this reason, his authoritarian policies can no longer be
ignored.
In 2006, Mr Kagame’s regime signed
an agreement promising democracy
[as a result – and because they play
cricket -- Rwanda was admitted into the
Commonwealth -- see The Umbrella,
January 2010 p.5]. Parliamentary
elections are due in 2013. Mr Kagame
should honour that pledge by allowing
opposition parties to run without
harassment. Creating opportunities
for the politically excluded at home
may reduce the appeal of the
extremists lurking abroad.
Little is simple about rebuilding a
country with a history of genocide.
The journey from a fragile peace to
one not held together by repression
will be tortuous. But it must begin.
Otherwise, Mr Kagame will find that
even a 100 per cent share of the vote
will not be enough for him, or his
country.
[Copyright The Financial Times Limited
12 August 2010]

Equatorial Guinea wants in
[Now Equatorial Guinea wants to join the

Queen receives Paul Kagame, President of
Rwanda & his wife, 2010

Rwanda reneging on
democracy?
There are two reasons why Paul
Kagame was re-elected as president of
Rwanda with a 93 per cent share of the
vote on 9th August. The first is that he
has turned Rwanda, convulsed by
paroxysms of ethnic hatred during the
1994 genocide, into one of the least
corrupt, most secure countries in
Africa. The second is that he has
ruthlessly eliminated any opposition.
True, progress is striking: Rwandan
GDP grew by 8.6 per cent in 2009 and
has more than doubled in the past
decade; primary school enrolment
stands at 92 per cent; women make up
55 per cent of parliament. But this
calculus is changing. The run-up to
the election was marred by intensified
political repression. A number of
opposition politicians and journalists
were imprisoned or killed. In addition,
Mr Kagame’s increasingly autocratic

Teodoro Obiang, President of Equatorial Guinea,
with President Lula in 2008

club, saying it would be good for the country’s
image and Britain could probably use some of
its new-found oil reserves. Historically, the
country’s island capital, now known as
Malabo, was called Fernando Po and was a
slave entrepot. –Ed.]

However, its human rights record is
worse than Rwanda’s. The United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (Unesco) in
June indefinitely suspended the
awarding of its 300,000-dollar
(225,000-euro) life science prize in
President Teodoro Obiang's name
after a string of complaints over his
rights record, including from South
African Nobel peace laureate
Desmond Tutu. Obiang has ruled the
small central African state with an iron
fist since coming to power in a coup in
1979 when he had his uncle -- the
country's first president, Francisco
Macias Nguema -- shot. His regime has
frequently been criticised for its
human rights record.

‘Freeing Simon Mann was
a clever move,’ said a
Commonwealth expert
The Central African dictator who
freed Simon Mann, the Old Etonian
mastermind of the failed ‘Dogs of War’
coup, will use his dramatic gesture as a
key bargaining tool as he seeks
admission to the Commonwealth.
President Obiang will submit evidence
of his ‘civilised’ treatment of the
mercenary to the organisation in an
attempt to prove that his state meets its
membership criteria, which includes
respect for human rights. Mann was
arrested in 2004 after he and his coconspirators, who allegedly included
Sir Mark Thatcher, hatched a scheme
to assassinate Obiang and seize control
of his country’s vast oil reserves in a
plot reminiscent of the Frederick
Forsyth novel, The Dogs Of War. Amid
claims that Obiang was a cannibal with
a penchant for skinning enemies alive
and eating their testicles and livers,
Mann fully expected to die after being
sentenced to 34 years in Equatorial
Guinea’s notoriously tough Black
Beach prison. But the Watney Mann
brewery heir was released last
November and now is described as a
‘crucial chip’ in a remarkable
campaign by Obiang to take his place
at the side of the Commonwealth’s 54
heads of state.

Commonwealth

[What is happening to the Commonwealth?
India is putting on the Commonwealth
Games starting 3rd October with an effort
that tries to emulate China’s for the Beijing
Olympics, moving tens of thousands of slum
dwellers to make room for the venues. But
allegations of corruption have harmed its
image and the surroundings of the main
stadium currently resemble those of Rio’s
Cidade de Música on opening night. The
Queen is longer going to open the Games,
and many star athletes have called off:
sprinter UsainBolt, heptathlete Jessica
Ennis and tennis players Andy Murray
and Lleyton Hewitt among others. – Ed.]

‘[Obiang] wants Equatorial Guinea to
have a seat at the table with other
African nations that are Commonwealth members. He thinks that is his
due and he believes that, from the
(continues on page 15)

11

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

THE AMAZON THAT SPEAKS
HENRY ADLER
FRENCH
It takes a little over 15 minutes to get from
Brazil to Europe – and no more than a minute
to realize that you’ve arrived. If you’re a European then another 30 seconds and you’re
in. If you’re not European and don’t have a visa
or stamp that you need then you’re out.
Welcome to the only little bit of Europe in
South America!

Welcome, you’re in Europe!
French Guiana, an Overseas Department of
France, is separated from Brazil by the
Oiapoque River. You hop on any of the many
boats on the waterfront in Oiapoque and
it’s just a few kms downriver to St. Georges
d’Oiapok. We shared the boat with our paid
lift into Cayenne, a Brazilian woman who
has lived many years in Cayenne, and a
couple of other guys. As soon as we landed
our driver went off to get her car. Before we
had time to even look for the Douane a car
pulled up. Two guys jumped out pinning
their Gendamerie badges on their shirts and
putting the POLICE sign on top of the car.
One asked us for our passports; a cursory
glance was enough. Welcome to France! Our
fellow passengers were less lucky. They
were handcuffed and put in the back of the
car which roared off in a cloud of dust.
Welcome to France!!
As soon as you clear the town the highway
starts. Smooth, new tarmac built just a few
years back to replace the boat service up the
coast. Unlike in Brazil, our Brazilian driver
kept strictly to the speed limits. There were
road blocks for document checks. Any illegal
immigrant has to take the one and only
highway so the road blocks pick up those
who eluded the riverside welcome. As for
us, we got a Bonjour and a polite salute!
Cayenne has a few old buildings, a big fort
– the headquarters of the French military
and the French Foreign Legion – and some
good restaurants. We picked up our rental
car, stayed overnight and left to explore the
country. First, the marshes of Kaw by boat,
which look like the Pantanal but are akin to
the Everglades. Lots of birds, which you get to
see close up if you are in canoes, alligators,

water buffalo and some unusual flora. You
can visit Kaw village, an Amerindian settlement, where an experimental solar powered
battery storage plant provides electricity.
The boat operators have well organized
floating “botels” where you can have a
meal and a drink or even stay overnight.

Two days in one
We headed inland to hike the 17km Molokoi
Trail through the jungle to end up in Cacao for
the weekly market. Two days to hike it we
were told. One day, we thought. The logistics
were complicated as there’s no public transport
or taxis. Hans and Bea started at one end,
us at the other. They would get the car and pick
us up. We saw many tiny, brightly coloured
frogs (no pun intended!) but the terrain is
tough – lots of streams to ford, fallen trees, hills
to climb up and down and bugs. Halfway
there’s a palm-leaf shelter to overnight in
your hammock. It was already 2pm. Some
foresters were building another shelter. How
to communicate? No problem, they were,
with one exception, Brazilians! A few café
com leites later and taking what they said
was an easier route, off we went. It may
have been easier but it was a lot longer –
3 sides of a square vs 1 on the trail! It started
raining. As we trudged on we heard a distant
roar – not a wild animal sound. Suddenly 4
quadcycles were on us, they were our hosts
and friends from the Auberge. We’d been led
up the garden path, they said, still 10kms to
Cacao. They made room on their bikes and
off we roared, 3 to a bike, one driving, one
pillion passenger and one sitting on the
front. We’d never been on quads and having zipped through the jungle at over
50kms/hour we’ll never do so again!
Not only did we make it to Cacao, we
arrived before the car. We tried to look nonchalant as they pulled up astounded that
we’d got there before them and also by
being caked from head to toe in mud from
the ride. A round of beers was in order to
celebrate doing the trail in 1 day.
Cacao is a Hmong Laotian town. They were
refugees from Laos after the Vietnam war who
couldn’t return as they’d supported the Ameri-

Kourou lighthouse

cans. Laos was formerly a French colony. So
they eventually settled in jungle similar to their
homeland and prospered in market gardening.
Every Sunday they hold a market where the
community meets, trades, sell handicrafts
and eats great Laotian food. So did we!
We took the almost obligatory sailboat trip
to Devil’s Island. The island and what’s left
of the prison can’t be visited. But on the
main island you can visit the colonial outpost and a museum. Did you know that
France only abandoned their penal colonies
in the early 1950’s! You can walk around
the island and see different vegetation with
many birds and small wildlife.

Spaced out
We didn’t do the obligatory visit to the
Kourou Space Centre but hiked Montagnes
des Signes which gave us a spectacular
view over the coast and the region. Kourou
is not just French, it’s European! There are
over 20,000 Europeans working at the
Space place. Kourou is laid out just like a
mini-Brasilia, but offers excellent restaurants and great coffee, croissants and pain
au chocolat for breakfast.
Our final stop was the most atmospheric. St
Laurent du Maroni is very tropical and looks
“Caribbean”. It was the original port, French
colonial HQ and penal colony. There are
splendid old buildings and the prison camps
can be visited. Don’t miss multicoloured
sunsets over the Maroni River. On the other
side is Surinam. That’s up next.

D O Y O U T H I N K Y O U M I G H T H AV E A D R I N K I N G P RO B L E M ?
AA meetings in English in Rio de Janeiro:
Tuesday: Step Study - Closed Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Botafogo – Rua Real Grandeza, 99
Thursday: Big Book Meeting - Closed Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Botafogo – Rua Real Grandeza, 99
Saturday: Topic Discussion - Open Meeting. 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM - Ipanema – Rua Visconde de Pirajá, 156 / 610
Sunday: Topic Discussion - Open Meeting. 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Copacabana – Av. Nossa Senhora de Copacabana, 435 / 1005
Tels: Serge: Home: 55-21-3298-1008 - Mobile: 55-21-9974-8824. John: Home : 55-21-2267-7656 - Mobile: 55-21-9411-4345
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THE BLITZ: 7 SEPTEMBER 1940 – MAY 1941

Looking Back

Destruction in the Blitz

DAILY MIRROR'S ACCOUNT
9th September, 1940 -- Second Night
in the Battle of London
The battle for London was on again
last night, when Hitler once more
launched his bombers at the city.
Bombs crashed in the London area.
All day long London had been coolly
'patching up' the damaged spots left
after the heavy and prolonged attacks
made on Saturday -- the first day of the
battle. Immediately after last night's
warning -- it was London's second of
the day -- a fierce anti-aircraft bombardment opened up. It started in
one outer district, shaking doors and
windows, but in a few seconds the
Central London guns were in action.
There was the sound of a screaming
bomb and an explosion.
Raiders approached London from
the north-west. Several planes droned
over a suburb. A second wave came
toward the East London area threequarters of an hour after the warning.
The German machines approaching
from the south- east could be seen at
a great height. A.A. shells burst
round them and they changed their
course. Some bombs were dropped
on a suburb, including incendiaries,
which started a blaze.

Fires their guide
Some of the German machines appeared
to turn over another district owing to
the fierce A.A. gunfire and flew back
toward the coast without, apparently,
reaching their main objective. It was
evident that the German airmen had used
the smouldering fires of Saturday's
raids to guide them, for the attacks were
directed at the same area -- London's
dockland. The first hour of the attack was
considerably less formidable than
Saturday's raid -- fewer enemy planes
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Sheltering in the Underground

Barrage balloon over the Tower of London

were penetrating the intense defensive
barrage from the coast to London. At the
end of an hour there was a hushed lull.
Ten minutes passed - then, 'like all hell
let loose', the whole of London's
defence barrage roared and crashed
into action, heralding the return of
the raiders. Dull menacing crunches,
whining and quivering reverberations were heard. Livid flashes leapt
across the darkened sky as the planes
dropped their bombs.

The scale of the attack rapidly escalated.
In that month alone, the German Air
Force dropped 5,300 tons of high
explosives on the capital in just 24
nights. In their efforts to 'soften up'
the British population and to destroy
morale before the planned invasion,
German planes extended their targets to include the major coastal
ports and centres of production and
supply.

A.A. -- 3 in Minute
The London area's first warning
sounded as formations of raiders
attempted a daylight attack. As one
big formation emerged from clouds
over a south-east area, three
Dorniers were blown to pieces within
a minute by A.A. fire. The brilliant
marksman was a gunner aged 22.
When the planes were hit their
bombs were released and fell over a
wide area. Shops and cottages were
badly damaged, but all the occupants escaped injury. The bombs
set light to a schoolroom at a boys'
home and the matron's house. A
master gave the alarm and the elder
boys fought the flames. Members of
the Home Guard, disbanding after
a church parade, captured one of
the airmen who had baled out. He
told them that four others were
close.

The blitz: sorting the myth
from the reality
JAMES RICHARDS
Blitz, the German word for 'lightning',
was applied by the British press to the
tempest of heavy and frequent bombing
raids carried out over Britain in 1940 and
1941. This concentrated direct bombing of industrial targets and civilian
centres began on 7 September 1940,
with heavy raids on London.

The infamous raid of November 14
1940 on Coventry brought a still worse
twist to the campaign. 500 German
bombers dropped 500 tons of explosives and nearly 900 incendiary bombs
on the city in ten hours of unrelenting
bombardment, a tactic later emulated
on an even greater scale by the RAF
in their attacks on German cities.
The British population had been warned
in September 1939 that air attacks on
cities were likely and civil defence
preparations had been started some
time before, both on a national and a
local level. Simple corrugated steel
Anderson shelters, covered over by
earth, were dug into gardens up and
down the country. Larger civic shelters
built of brick and concrete were
erected in British towns and a blackout
was rigorously enforced after darkness.
The night raids became so frequent
that they were practically continuous. Many people who were tired of
repeatedly interrupting their sleep
to go back and forth to the street shelters, virtually took up residence in a
shelter. This gave rise to a new spirit
of solidarity and community.
Londoners took what seemed to
them an obvious and sensible solution to the problem and moved
down in their thousands into the
tube stations. At first, this was actively discouraged by the government.
(continues on page 15)

Commonwealth - cont. from p.11
point of view of Britain, it is a rather
practical idea. Equatorial Guinea could
help shift the balance in terms of
dependency on Saudi oil’ a source
familiar with the campaign told The
Mail on Sunday. [It is now one of subSaharan Africa's largest oil suppliers, with
about 300,000 barrels per day of output,
which should increase to over 400,000
barrels per day in 2012 after its offshore
blocks begin to yield. This compares to

British offshore oil production of 4 million
barrels/day in 2007, which is not enough
for domestic needs – Britain now has to
import oil. – Ed.]
Technically, his country is a democracy,
and last year Rwanda was admitted to the
Commonwealth despite its troubled
human rights record. ‘Freeing Simon
Mann was a clever move,’ said a
Commonwealth expert. ‘Mann is a
longtime friend of David Cameron’s
Foreign Minister, Henry Bellingham,

and Obiang’s UK ambassador has been
cultivating other influential players in
the establishment.’ A Foreign Office
insider said: ‘We aren’t formally aware
of any expressions of interests in the
Commonwealth from Equatorial
Guinea.’
All 54 of the organisation’s leaders
must vote in favour of a prospective
new member’s admission.
– Sharon Churcher, Mail on Sunday
25 July 2010

Looking back - cont. from p.14
However, this popular action held
sway and it was a common sight for a
traveller on the Underground in
wartime London to pass through a
station crowded with the sleeping
bodies of men, women and children
and their belongings.
The main air offensive against British
cities diminished after May 1941,
with the change of direction of the

German war machine towards Russia.
However, sporadic and lethal raids,
using increasingly larger bombs, continued for several more years.
– BBC

Rescuing household belongings

In Memoriam

Wellington Hugh Phillips
1927 – 2010
It is with great sadness but also joy that we announce Hugh Phillips’ promotion to heaven! Hugh passed away suddenly on
5th August, in Rio. He was a healthy 82 years young. Hugh was born in Saskatchewan, Canada in 1927. He obtained a BCom
degree from the University of Saskatchewan and later became a Chartered Accountant from the CA Institutes of both
Saskatchewan and British Columbia. Hugh and Joan married in 1952, when he was still working to become a CA.
In 1956 Hugh and Joan moved to Caracas, where he joined Price Waterhouse. In 1960 they moved to Brazil, where Hugh
went to work for ICOMI and later for CAEMI, both Brazilian mining firms. He was the comptroller for the first and on the
Board of Directors of the second. He was transferred to Brussels in 1985 as manager of CAEMI International. In between,
he was managing partner for Brazil of Arthur Young from about 1970 to 1973 and president of Entrerios (Daniel K. Ludwig)
from 1974 to 1975.
Hugh was an active member of the Canadian Club and also the BCS, and was chairman of the British School during the 1970's.
Hugh and Joan were very active in Christ Church, both singing in the choir for many years, and Hugh served in various areas
with church finances and leadership and supporting Joan in her work in the Lydia Prayer Fellowship. Their home was always
open to friends and visitors and Hugh was always ready with his bright sense of humour and kindness. When they became
committed Christians in the late 70s, here at Christ Church, Hugh received the gift of healing, and was always ready to help
anyone in need. Consequently they travelled widely on evangelistic missions with Marney Patterson and Lydia. They also
worked in St. Georges Church in Jerusalem for a time, and moved back to Kelowna, BC, Canada in 2002, where they remained
active in Church.
Just a few weeks ago they came to visit Rio again, staying with old friends here, and sharing their prayer ministry at Christ
Church. Then just eight days before they were due to return to Canada, while staying with Hugh and Joanne Murdoch, Hugh
suddenly passed away. He was his usual happy self that day and just quietly went to be with his Lord and Saviour who he had
served for so many years. Hugh was buried in Gamboa where some of us gathered to thank God for his life. His wife, Joan,
has now returned to Canada to be with her son and daughter-in-law and grandson.
Hugh is survived by his wife Joan and his son Jamie, daughter-in-law Chika and grandson Paul --all of whom he loved and was
very proud of. Please pray for Hugh’s family. When asked how he was, he would always respond, “I am 150%!” Hugh now is
all that and more, dancing and rejoicing in Heaven.
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In Memoriam

Kenneth John Dunmall
Ken was born in Eltham, London, on 20th February 1920. He met his wife, Patricia Mary Stride, when she was almost 12 and
he was about 14 and they have been together ever since – 78 years. However they did not marry until the end of W.W. II as
he was a bomber pilot and felt his life expectancy was not good. As it was, he was shot down in Holland on 14th December,
1942 and spent the remainder of the war as a POW. He earned a DFM – Distinguished Flying Medal for Bravery – for saving
the lives of his entire crew at the risk of his own life, which was presented to him by King George VI at Buckingham Palace.
With the war over Ken settled down to family life and studying to become an accredited Chartered Accountant. He was an
auditor for Deloitte’s for 18 years. During that time he and Pat increased their family with two daughters, Pamela Frances and
Jill Marion and suffered the loss of a son, Graham Keith, who was born with a mal-formed heart.
At the ripe young age of 44 Ken decided to fulfill a dream and move to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil where he worked for a Brazilian
firm and then for Sterling Pharmaceuticals in the computer field and as Controller of the company. He was well known in the
community, and some may remember him still. His 22 years in Brazil were some of the happiest of his life as he thrived in
the warm climate and Pat enjoyed a rich social life.
It was with some regret he left Brazil in 1986 to retire to Canada as both his daughters and their families had settled in British
Columbia. He and Pat traveled each winter alternating between Brazil and England. He was very proud to reach 90 years of
age and to have been able to watch his six great-grandchildren, Adrienne and Darrel’s children – Kaitlyn, Brianna and
Genevieve and John and Jennifer’s children – Taylor, Julia and Ashton grow. It gave him a great deal of joy to see they were
interested in music and the arts and were all healthy and intelligent. Above all Ken was very much a family man and loved
his home; he spent as much time with his family as possible. He leaves behind him a legacy of tradition of family, passing this
Dunmall tradition from one generation to the next. His family will all miss Ken but will have much to remember him by.

Advertise in The Umbrella! Call the BCS office
for information: 21 2537-6695
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NO FREE LUNCH
QUENTIN LEWIS

The present situation faced by Greece
is perhaps similar to any pre-Keynes
gold-standard country in the
nineteenth century. These countries
were unable to spend their way out of
economic downturns because they
were constrained by their gold
standard. However, the gold standard
brought a benefit; these countries
were obliged to keep their
government spending under control.
Generous pension privileges for senior
civil servants were made extremely
rare by the fiscal discipline imposed by
a gold standard. Whilst Greece keeps
the Euro as its currency it cannot
“print” its way out of its fiscal hole.
Investors can afford to be a bit more
patient with the UK because it can
print out pounds to honour its
financial obligations. If we rule out
“Euro exit” the only options currently
open to Greece are to either tighten
its fiscal belt or default on its debt.

Le Dejeuner Sur L'Herbe (Manet)

Although we understand that a gold
standard greatly constrains a
government`s attempt to exercise
flexible monetary and fiscal policy,
occasionally (as in Greece and many
other countries of late) constraint is
necessary.
Keynesian economics is a great excuse
for lazy politicians to justify easy and
fiscally irresponsible choices. In a
recent interview, Janet Yellen, the new
Fed vice-Chairwoman said: “If I could
implement interest rates below zero, I
would do it”. This might shed some
light on monetary policy going
forward. With the wisdom of hindsight
perhaps many of these politicians will
reach different conclusions; The
Economist magazine had a great article
in the finance and economics section
a few weeks ago where they dug out an
old quote from 1976 made by the UK
prime minister James Callaghan: “We
used to think that you could spend
your way out of a recession and
increase employment by cutting taxes
and boosting government spending. I
tell you in all candour that that option

no longer exists, and in so far as it ever
did exist, it only worked on each
occasion since the war by injecting a
bigger dose of inflation into the
economy, followed by a higher level of
unemployment as the next step.”
Following this line of reasoning,
recently Mohamed El-Erian of PIMCO
said in the Financial Times that the
public finance shock will worsen and
sovereign risk is underestimated. ElErian thinks that many so-called
advanced economies like the USA may
now have even weaker prospects than
emerging markets. “Countries will thus
be forced to make difficult decisions
relating to higher taxation and lower
spending,” and “likely outcomes will…
include inflating out of excessive debt
and, in the extreme, default and
confiscation.” According to the
Harvard historian Niall Ferguson,
“What we in the Western world are
about to learn is that there is no such
thing as a Keynesian free lunch”.

Money

It is interesting to see the current
Greek dilemma in the light of
Keynesian monetary policy. The key
pillar of Keynesian policy is deficit
spending in an economic downturn.
Implicit in this concept is the use of
quantitative easing [i.e. printing money.
– Ed.] to finance deficit spending. The
effectiveness of deficit spending would
be greatly reduced if it entailed the
issuance of government debt tying up
saver’s capital. This is perhaps the
main reason why Keynes viewed gold
as the “barbarous relic”. Quantitative
easing is very difficult with a goldbacked currency.

Buying commodities or gold is one of
the best ways to prepare to pay for our
monetary and fiscal policy mistakes.

FRIDAY THE 13TH
If you’re reading this, you’ve survived another (supposedly)
unlucky day – last month, the 13th of August occurred on a
Friday. In 2009, there were 3 of these fearsome dates
(February, March and November), which is the maximum that
any given year can contain. 2010 had the minimum of one,
as will 2011. The fear of Friday the 13th is sometimes called
paraskavedekatriaphobia. Setting aside its pronunciation
(which is chilling enough), the word joins the Greek words
paraskeví (Friday) and dekatreís (13), with phobía (fear). And
if that didn’t curdle your blood, Friday the 13th has yet another dime store word to describe the disquiet it causes: friggatriskaidekaphobia. This term is a cross-cultural back-formation of triskaidekaphobia (fear of the number 13), as the
English word, Friday, derives from the name of the Norse god,
Frigga.

Lots of people refuse to travel on Friday the 13th and even
change their plans if they discover that their trips will coincide
with the dismaying day. But why is Friday, paired with 13, more
star-crossed than say, Tuesday? Well, no one is sure, but many
stories are told in many cultures. From the Bible alone, some
of the worst events supposedly occurred on Fridays, including
Eve giving Adam the apple, the Great Flood, the destruction of
Solomon’s Temple and Christ’s crucifixion.
Skeptics of all this alleged calamitousness are reminded that
Fidel Castro was born on Friday the 13th. Then again, so too
were Horatio Alger, Samuel Beckett, Julia Louis-Dreyfus and
Bess Truman. By the way, Alfred Hitchcock was also born on…
oh, how we wish we could say it, but we can’t quite… the 13th
of August, which in 1899 was a Sunday.
- Courtesy of AmSocRio
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Classified ads
ACCOMODATION
HOLIDAY FLAT IN HONFLEUR, FRANCE WONDERFULLY LOCATED FLAT AVAILABLE
FOR SHORT RENTS. VISIT WWW.HOLIDAYLETTINGS.CO.UK/RENTALS/HONFLEUR92035 OR CALL ALISON STEEL AT (11) 5548-4924

SERVICES

OCTOBER
02 SAS Caledonian Ball, Copacabana Palace
05 SAS Paissandu Ceilidh
05 InC New Members Gathering 10am
09 SAS MOGA vs SAS annual golf match, Búzios
21 InC Cafezinho 10am
22 Christ Church Organ Concert 8pm
29 InC General Meeting 10:30am

DEADLINE for our OCTOBER 2010
edition is MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Please send your ads, letters, articles.

Calendar

PSYCHOTHERAPY [ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS] - VIVIANE RICHARDSON. EXPERIENCE WITH EXPATRIATED AND CROSS-CULTURAL ISSUES. LIVED MANY
YEARS OVERSEAS: CANADA, SINGAPORE, UK AND USA. BRAZILIAN-BRITISH
PSYCHOLOGIST (LICENSE:CRP-05.33022), SPECIALIST IN ANALYTICAL AND
SHORT-TERM PSYCHOTHERAPY. MASTER OF ARTS, ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY,
UK. MASTER OF LINGUISTICS -BILINGUALISM, PUC-RIO. APPOINTMENT BY
PHONE (21) 9966.9494 OR E-MAIL: VIVIANERICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM

SEPTEMBER
07 InC New Members Gathering 10am
11 AmSoc Pancake party morning
12 AmSoc Excursion to Ilha Grande (holiday
weekend)
15 SAS last day of discount for Caledonian Ball
tickets
15 AmSoc Curry Cooking Class
16 InC Cafezinho 10am
24 InC General Meeting 10.30am
24 BCS Beatles 50th/BCS 70th Anniversary Party
25 AmSoc Curry Night

NOVEMBER
02 InC New Members Gathering 10:00am
10 AmSoc Happy Hour 7-9pm
12 RBL Annual Poppy Gala Ball
14 RBL Service of Remembrance 10:30am
17 AmSoc Board Meeting 7-9pm
18 InC Cafezinho 10am
19 InC General Meeting 10:30am
20 SAS Quaich Golf Teresópolis
25 AmSoc Thanksgiving Day, 12 noon
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